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Report  on  the.  Trade  and  Agriculture  of  the  State  of  Sonora 
By  Mr.  Consul  L.  J.  Jerome. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Oifico,  June  7,  1900.) 

Eoughly  speaking  the  State  of  Sonora  is  situated  between  the  Introduction. 
108th  and  114th  degrees  of  longitude  west,  and  the  26th  and 
32nd  degrees  of  latitude  north.  Its  northern  boundary  coinciding 
with  that  of  the  State  of  Arizona  forms  part  of  the  frontier 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico ;  to  the  east  it  is  separated 
from  the  Mexican  State  of  Chihuahua  by  the  Sierra  Madre 
Mountains,  which  are  practically  impassable  rendering  it  necessary 
for  travellers  from  the  rest  of  Mexico  to  pass  through  the  United 
States  by  way  of  El  Paso  del  Norte,  Benson  and  Nogales,  or  to 
go  by  sea  from  one  of  the  Pacific  ports  to  Guaymas.  To  the 
south  a  spur  of  the  Sierra  Madre  marks  the  division  between 
Sonora  and  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  while  to  tlie  west  its  coast  is 
bathed  by  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  California,  and  the  Eio 
Colorado  separates  the  north-west  corner  from  the  territory  of 
Baja-Califomia. 

Besides  the  last-mentioned  river  it  is  fairly  well  watered  by 
the  Altar,  Sonora,  Yaqui  (338  miles),  and  Mayo  Eivers. 

With  an  area  of  76,922  square  miles  the  population  amounted 
to  194,844  in  1895. 

The  capital  of  the  State,  Hermosillo,  with  a  district  population  Hermosillo. 
of  27,922,  is  situated  on  the  Sonora  River,  being  263  miles  by 
rail  from  Nogales  and  90  miles  from  Guaymas.  It  is  a  modern 
town  (the  old  capital  was  Ures),  has  good  streets,  electric  light, 
tramways,  and  besides  being  tlie  seat  of  the  State  Government  it 
is  the  centre  of  the  mining  industries,  which  are  of  great  im- 
portance ;  it  is,  moreover,  the  point  of  distribution  for  commercial 
commodities  to  all  places  to  its  north  and  east.  There  is  a 
recently  established  brewery  which  produces  a  fair  light  lager 
beer.  The  public  buildings,  besides  the  Legislature,  include  a 
mint,  a  presidio  or  gaol,  and  a  hospital. 

Guaymas  is  353  miles  by  rail  from  Nogales  on  the  frontier  Q-uaymas. 
of  the  United  States,  and  is  a  port  on  the  Gulf  of  California,  having 
in  1895  together  witli  its  district  a  population  of  18,880.  It  has 
a  most  beautiful  land  locked  harbour  protected  completely  from 
everv  wind,  a  wharf  with  railwav  facilities  belonging  to  the 
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Sonora  Railway  Company,  Limited.  At  present  large  vessels 
have  to  make  use  of  lighterage,  which,  when  the  trade  of  the 
port  improves,  could  be  done  away  with,  as,  in  my  opinion,  it 
would  not  be  difficult,  and  would  require  no  gi-eat  expense  to 
ameliorate  the  existing  facilities,  which  are.  however,  sufficient 
for  the  actual  needs  of  the  port  to-day.  Then,  with  its  natural 
advantages,  Guaymas  would  become  one  of  the  safest  and  finest 
harbours  on  the  Pacific  Coast 

The  town  itself  is  neat  and  clean  with  many  good  buildings, 
a  remarkably  liandsome  gaol  with  a  tower  in  tlie  style  of  that  of 
the  Signoria  at  Florence  ;  like  Hermosillo  there  is  a  tramway 
system  and  the  town  is  well  lit  by  electricity,  indeed  nmch  better 
than  Vera  Criiz.  The  climate  in  winter  is  very  pleasant,  but  in 
summer  the  heat  is  excessive.  In  general  appearance  one  is 
reminded  of  the  French  or  Italian  Rivieras,  and  in  the  future 
Guaymas  may  become  an  American  Nice  or  San  Kemo. 

In  Guaymas  are  the  most  important  importing  houses  of  the 
State  as  regards  European  produce,  and  I  fear  British  exporters 
have  sadly  neglected  this  market,  which  enjoys  a  remarkable 
degree  of  prosperity.  I  was  quite  astonished  to  see  stored  up 
in  large  warehouses  quantities  of  goods  of  all  kinds  from  Man- 
chester, Birmingham,  I^eeds,  Sheffield,  Lyons,  Bordeaux,  Paris, 
Hamburg  representing  the  special  productions  of  these  manu- 
facturing centres. 

Seeing  that  my  attention  was  drawn  to  the  diversity  of  the 
assortment  of  goods  in  one  house  I  visited,  I  was  infomied  that 
the  buyers  from  interior  towns  who  visited  Guaymas  once  or 
twice  a  year  to  make  their  purchases  and  replenish  their  stocks, 
dealt  as  a  rule  exclusively  with  one  firm,  which  was  the  reason 
for  so  great  a  variety  in  all  kinds  of  commodities  usual  in  a  sefni- 
tropical  climate  and  a  centre  of  distribution  in  an  agricultural, 
pastoral  and  mining  district. 

Notwithstanding  the  foregoing  remarks,  I  found  that  dry 
goods  are  in  the  hands  of  French  firms,  hardware  in  those  of 
Germans,  who  make  a  speciality  throughout  Mexico  in  these 
lines.  Eetail  traders  are  also  of  various  nationalities,  there  being 
a  number  of  Chinese  "  Bodegeros  "  or  grocery  stores. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  foreigners  in  the 
State  of  Sonora  at  the  last  census  of  1895  : — 
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Number. 

Nationality. 

Hermosillo. 

auaymas.    j     ^^^^^ 

Total. 

British 

Spanish 

Gherman 

French 

Othffl-  Europeans 
American  (IJ.S.) 
South  Americans 

Asiatics 

Various 

27 

16 

23 

34 

50 

150 

8 

128 

1 

26           '           82 

17                    19 

20          ;           81 

13          1          47 

9                    47 

98          1        500 

6                     17 

126                  160 

3 

136 
52 

74 

94 

106 

748 

31 

414 

4 

Total     .• 

437 

315                  906 

1,668 

The  principal  machinery  houses  are  in  Hermosillo,  and  deal  Machinery, 
in  ore  crushing  and  other  plant  necessary  for  the  development  of 
the  mines  and  the  reduction  of  the  ore.     The  bulk  of  this  class 
of  goods,  as  well  as  of  agricultural  implements,  are  of  American 
make. 

Tlie  offices  and  management  of  the  Sonora  Eailway  are  in  Shipping  and 
Guaymas ;  this  company  has  practically  a  monopoly  of  the  hauling  railway"- 
of  all  goods  that  enter  the  State  of  Sonora  either  by  way  of 
Guaymas  or  Nogales  at  which  latter  place  it  connects  with  the 
Southern  Pacific  system.  In  the  financial  year  the  following 
number  of  freight  cars  and  amount  of  merchandise  passed  over 
the  company's  lines  at  Nogales  : — 


I     Number  of 
Freight  Cars. 


South-bound 
North-bound 


32,305 
15,506 


Merchandise. 


Tons. 
467,839 
288,412 


Three  times  a  month  there  is  communication  by  steamer  from  Port  of 
Guaymas  to  La  Paz  and  Mazatlan,  and  thence  with  all  Pacific  ports  Q^uaymas. 
north  and  south.     The  Boleo  Company's  steamers   and  another 
line  run  to  SantA  Rosalia. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Guaymas 
dnring  the  Tear  1895-96.    (Latest  available  Data.) 

Entered. 


Sailing.                               Steam. 

Total. 

KationaUty. 

Namber  of 
VeeselB. 

T-   i^'SS^S.?' 

TODB. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British      

Mexican    

American 

Daniah      

German     

2 

634 

12 

2 

1 

2,330      i 
6,988                 153 
8,863                  19 
1036      ' 
639 

22^862 
12,658 

2 

792 

81 

2 

1 

2,880 
29,860 
16,516 

1,086 
689 

Total,  1895-96 
„      1898-99* 

651 
284 

14,856                177 
20,436      j          150 

85,516 
59,814 

828 
434 

50,871 
80,250 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam.                               Total. 

Kationaliiy. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VesnelB. 

Tons. 

British       

Mexican    

American 

Danish      

German     

2 

647 

12 

8 

2,014 
7,465 
5,888 
1,608 

155 
17 

22,260 
10,882 

2 

802 

29 

3 

2,C14 
29,725 
15,765 

1,603 

Total,  1896-96 
„      1898-99* 

664 
274 

16,465 
20,208 

172 
146 

82,642      1          836 
58,969      ,          420 

49,107 
79,192 

*  Detailed  statisties  not  obtainable. 

The  custom-house  receipts  in  1898-99  for  Nogales  amounted 
to  802,946  doL,  and  for  Guaymas  298,238  dol.  77  c.  Mexican 
silver. 
Santa  Eoialia.  Ill  ^^^  annexed  tables  will  be  found  the  available  statistics 
of  the  shipping  of  the  port  of  Santa  Eosalia  in  Lower  California, 
which  is  the  port  for  the  Boleo  Copper  Mines.  These  have  been 
included  here,  although  Santa  Eosalia  is  150  miles  from  Guaymas 
and  on  the  other  side  of  the  Gulf  of  California,  because  com- 
mercially it  is  virtually  an  annex  to  Guaymas.  The  British  Vice- 
Consul  at  the  latter  place  has  the  former  included  in  his  district. 
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Annex  B. — ^Betcjrk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Santa  Rosalia, 
Lower  California,  during  the  Year  1895-96.  (Latest  Data 
available.) 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Staam. 

Totul. 

NaUonaUty. 

Nombarof 
V6uels. 

Tom. 

Number  of 

Tods. 

Kumbwof 
Vauels. 

Toaa. 

British      .^       ... 

Mttdcan    

Amerieui 

Datoh 

Daniih      

aerman     

12 

14S 

6 

1 
1 
I 

12,117 
2,196 
8,267 
1,740 
1,740 
1.880 

144       1 
28 

20,028 
18,602 

287        ' 
31 

1     : 

1 
1 

12,317 

22.224 

21,049 

1,740 

1,740 

1,889 

Total,  1806-06 ... 

„    iaw-e9* 

164 
148 

23,180 
57,632 

172 
146 

88,720 
68,428 

886        ! 

289 

61,869 
126,061 

Cleared. 


SaUlDg. 


Steam. 


T^tal. 


Nationality. 


;  Number  of 
Veiiele. 


BritWi       ... 
Mrzkan    ••. 


Dmch       ...       ... 

DuiUh      

QenQan    •••       ... 

Total,  1886-06 ... 
„      1886-00* 


12 

188 

10 

1 
1 
1 


163 
109 


Tons. 


,  Number  of  < 


Tone. 


Number  of 
VcsEela. 


12,872 
2,184 
6,708 
1,074 
1,074 
1,868 


141 
18 


18,748 
11,879 


12 

279 

28 

1 
1 
1 


24,884 
66,827 


160 
146 


80,627 
66,127 


828 
264 


Tons. 


12,872 

20,882 

17,671 

1,074 

1,074 

1,888 


64.061 
120.454 


*  DetaOed  statlstloi  not  obtainable. 

This  State  is  one  of  the  richest  in  the  Republic  in  minerals  Mining- 
of  all  kinds.    I  have  before  me  a  return  of  the  concessions  for 
mines  for  the  whole  of  Mexico,  published  by  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment on  May  8, 1900,  giving  figures  corrected  up  to  December  31, 
1899. 

I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  a  few  figures  from  this  report 
to  show  the  exact  extent  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  Sonora. 
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Mineral  or  Metal. 


G-old   ••         ••         ••         ••         •• 

ff  and  silver  . .  « •  • « 
I,    silver,  and  lead  .  •         •  • 

Silver •       ..         •• 

„    and  copper 

„    and  lead  .  •         . .         •  • 

Meroory         ••         .•         ..         ""•• 

Gk>ld  and  copper  . .  . .  .  • 
„    silver,  and  copper       .  •         •  • 

Copper  ..         ..         •• 

Sal  gema        

Iron 

Total,  December  31,  1899 
„    June  80,  1899      .. 


Number  o£ 
Concessions. 


305 

887 

8 

441 

29 

86 

1 

24 

37 

32 

2 

7 


1,254 
1,205 


Total  Area 
of  Concessions.* 


Hectares. 

2,829-83 

2,939-08 

20-00 

2,926-71 

205-71 

170*64 

40  00 

242-18 

1,060-54 

804*85 

20  00 

100-00 


10,858-40 
9,185-97 


Gold  and 
silver. 


•  1  hectare  «  2'47l  acres. 

Tlie  above  shows  an  increase  in  the  concessions  for  gold  and 
silver ;  gold,  silver,  and  lead ;  silver ;  silver  and  copper ;  gold, 
silver  and  copper ;  and  copper.  All  the  others  show  a  decrease, 
except  mercury  and  sal  gema,  which  are  as  before. 

During  the  financial  year,  1898-99, 1,967*470  grammes  of  gold, 
producing  1,328  dol.  86  c,  and  3,348,020  grammes  of  silver,  pro- 
ducing 136,984  dol.  24  c,  were  coined  at  the  mint  at  Hermosillo. 

During  the  same  period,  73,695'198  grammes  of  gold,  valued 
at  49,774  dol.  99  c,  and  5,669,540  grammes  of  silver,  valued  at 
231,969  dol.  23  c,  were  expoi-ted  to  foreign  countries  from 
Sonora. 

The  ore  producing  this  total  value  of  420,057  doL  32  c.  has 
l)een  treated  by  the  following  processes : — 


Patio 

Lixiviation 
Furnaces 
Pan  .. 


Quantity. 


Grammes. 
108,862 
859,220 

1,932,345 
657,590 


For  other  particulars  relative  to  minerals,  which  although  of 

not  so  recent  a  date,  I  have  to  refer  the  reader  to  the  annexed 

statistics  of  exports  and  imports,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  show 

the  commercial  quantities  of  oi-e  handled  in  Sonora. 

TheBoleo  In     1895-96,    from    the    Boleo    Mines     at    Santa    Ilosalia, 

sintiR     r    15,467,018  kilos,  of  copper,  valued  at  3,015,900  dol.,  were  exported 

osaia,^^  France;   gypsum   was  also    exported  in  the    same  year,  viz., 

1,750,000  kilos.,  with  a  declared  value  of  8,700  dol. 

<!oal.  The  fact  that  coal  existed  at  La  Barranca^  on  the  liio  Yaqui, 

some  50  or  60  miles  from  Guaymas,  has  long  been  known.    The 
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concession  belongs  to  Mr.  Huntingdon,  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railway,  which  company  is  the  lessee  of  the  Sonora  Railway. 
Experiments  are  being  made  to  find  out  the  extent  of  the  coalbed, 
a  very  nec^essary  precaution  in  a  country  of  so  volcanic  a  nature, 
where  faults  abound  and  continuity  of  strata  is  an  exception  rather 
than  the  rule.  When  these  explorations  are  terminated,  and  the 
borings  made  by  competent  engineers  prove  the  bed  to  be  of 
sufficient  extent  to  justify  its  being  worked  commercially,  the 
quality  having  already  been  established  by  actual  use,  a  line  will 
be  buQt  from  the  mines  to  Guaymas. 

Up  to  the  present  the  indications  so  far  obtained  have  been 
most  favourable.  Should  they  really  turn  out  as  good  as  antici- 
pated, it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  point  out  what  an  impetus 
their  being  worked  will  give  to  the  development  of  Guaymas  as 
a  port,  situated  as  it  is  in  the  midst  of  a  country  so  rich  in 
minerals. 

Agriculture  in  the  valley  of  the  Yaqui  Eiver,  which  is  the  Agriculttuf*. 
most  fertile  region  of  Sonora,  has  been  interfered  with  by  a  re-  The  Yaqui 
bellion  of  Yaqui  Indians,  a  tribe  edlied  to  the  celebrated  Apaches.  ^^' 
The  Yaquis  have  always  been  a  warlike  tribe ;  the  reason  of  the 
present  outbreak  is  somewhat  obscure,  and  its  importance  has  been 
greatly  exaggerated  by  the  American  Press,  but  thanks  to   the 
skilful  and  energetic  measures  of    the    Governor  of    the   State, 
General  Torres,  the  present  revolt  is  almost  at  an  end.     Neverthe- 
less, the  efifect  htiS  been  bad  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
labour,  the  Yaqui  farm  hand  having  put  on  his  war-paint  and 
become  a  brave,  so  that  Guaymas  and  its  neighbourhood  have  been 
somewhat  short  of  fresh  vegetables. 

In  the  northern  portion  of  the  State,  and  along  the  Sonora  a-raEmg. 
River,  cattle  grazing  is  the   chief  pursuit,  there  being  a  ready 
market  in  Sonora  towns  and  in  the  State  of  Arizona,  some  20,000 
to  30,000  head  of  cattle  being  anually  exported  to  the  United 
States. 

The  climate  is  very  dry,  and  subject  to  prolonged  droughts.  Cereals,  &a. 
The  following  are  the  most  important  crops : — Maize  or  Indian 
com,  wheat,  rye,  barley,  beans,  chick-peas,  the  agave  or  maguey 
plant,  from  which  pulque  and  Mescal,  a  species  of  alcoholic  drink, 
is  produced,  sugar-cane,  a  little  cotton  and  tobacco,  fruits,  such  as 
oranges  and  peaches,  are  abundant,  but  of  inferior  quality  com- 
pared with  those  of  California. 

Rosewood,  ebony,  logwood,  and  Brazilwood  are  said  to  grow  in  Timber, 
abundance. 

In  1898-99,  554,993  litres  of  alcohol  were  distilled  from  the  Aloohol. 
maguey,  there  being  84  distilleries. 

In  the  same  period,  172,904  kilos,  of  raw  cotton  were  used  in  Cotion. 
manufacturing  41,240  pieces  of  cotton' goods,  and  the  sales   of 
locally    manufactured    cotton    piece-goods    were    computed     at 
19,596i  4s.  6d. 

As  mentioned  above,  sugar-cane  is  grown  and  also  exported.  Sugar. 
I  do  not  know  of  the  existence  of  any  sugar-house  in  Sonora. 
There  are  certainly  no  "  ingenios,"  or  "  centrals,"  like  those   of 
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Cuba,  nevertheless  about  200/.  worth  of  locally-nuule  so^r 
probably  of  the  kind  known  as  "  remolacha,"  is  annoally  ex- 
ported. 

At  Hermosillo  there  is  a  factory  for  the  preparation  of  tobacco 
leaf,  the  manufacture  of  cigars  and  cigarettes ;  all  the  leaf  treated 
is  of  Mexican  growth,  a  little  from  Sonora  itself,  but  most  hom 
plantations  further  south  along  the  Pacific  coast.  The  output  for 
the  year  ending  June  30, 1899,  was  as  follows : — 


Qmofciij. 


GignettM    •• 
Smoking  ftobaoeo    •• 


KilM. 
50,616 

96 


50,769 


The  importations  of  tobacco  being — 


Chewing  tobMOO 
Smoking  1  ~ 
Por  pipes 


Cuban  eig^rettes 
Total 
Tdbacoo-leaf  expofied  •• 


Qnutiftj. 

Talne. 

Kiloe. 

•  • 

£     :  d. 

20    0    0 

1 

91 

136 

8 

-  8    0    6 
!        9    0    0 
1        8    0    0 

•  • 

!      39    0    6 

40 

100    0    0 

KnsDoe 
taxaHon. 


These  figures  only  show  a  small  portion  of  the  trade  in  tobacco, 
a  large  quantity  of  cigarettes  made  in  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico  City,  and 
Mazatlan,  as  well  as  Vera  Cruz  cigars  being  annually  consumed, 
no  data  as  to  the  amount  of  this  trade  is  obtainable,  but  I  am  of 
opinion  it  must  be  a  good  one. 

Besides  the  custom-house  revenues  already  referred  to  the 
following  federal  taxes  produced  in  the  financial  year  1898-99 : 


Stamp  tax  ••         •• 
Tax  on  preciova  metala 
Export  dutiea         •• 


Amoanft. 


Mexican  dorian. 
860.706-99 
685,499*37 
231,647 -74 


Bank  of 
Sonora. 


The  head  office  of  the  Bank  of  Sonora  is  at  Hermosillo,  and 
there  is  a  branch  office  at  Guaymas.  I  am  able  to  give  the 
balance-sheet  of  this  bank  on  December  31,  lb99,  as  auditeil 
by  the  Mexican  Treasury  officials — 
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Amount. 

Cash  in  hand          •• 

Dollars. 
561,050  -60 
417,978  -17 

70,422  -94 
125,000  00 

Discounts 

Loans  on  oollateral           

„       mortgages          

,»       real  estate          

Public  funds 

Conent  accounts  debt 

Total            

1,120,718-72 

2,295,170  -48 

Liabilities. 


Authorised  capital..         •• 
Notes  in  circulation 
Deposits  and  current  accounts  at  call 
Current  accounts,  creditor 
Beserre  fund  •  • 

„  eventual  loss 

Total 


Amount. 


Dollars. 

500,000  -00 

1,004.500  -00 

96,956  -43 

687,233  -27 

3,480  -73 

3,000  -00 


2,295,170-43 


In  the  six  months  ending  December  31,  1899,  one  lot  of  public  Public  lands, 
lands  was  sold  for  6,654  dol.  75  c.  (Mexican)  in  the  district  of 
Moctezuma.     The  area  being  about  100,000  acres,  the  price  being 
1  dol.  (Mexican)  per  hectare  (2-471  acres). 

I  would  not  advise  young  Englishmen  to  emigrate  to  Sonora,  <  oiuauding 
tliey  would  find  a  lot  to  contend  with  unless  provided  with  ample  ^■'''"»^^'- 
capital,   for  the  man  who  does   not   possess  a   profession  would 
find  it  impossible  to  compete  with   native  labour,  wages  being 
very  much  lower  than  in  the  United  States. 

Of  recent  years  colonies  of  Mormons  have  established  them- 
selves in  the  country,  and  are  favourably  received. 

The  annexed  statistics  of  exports  and  imports  for  Nogales  and 
Guaymas,  which  have  been  specially  prepared  for  this  report  by 
Mr.  Stait-Gardner,  although  not  as  recent  as  could  be  wished,  have 
been  arranged  to  show  as  much  detail  as  possible,  especially  as 
regards  the  importation  at  Guaymas,  so  that  British  exporters 
may  be  able  to  form  a  correct  idea  as  to  this  market. 

I  wish  to  draw  their  attention  to  the  fact  that  all  the  business 
in  the  Republic  of  Mexico  is  not  confined  to  Mexico  City,  Vera 
Cruz,  and  Tampico,  and  that  their  travellei-s  should  visit  the 
smaller  centres  of  distribution,  and  not  confine  themselves  to  the 
above-mentioned  cities. 

The  importations  by  way  of  Nogales  are  mostly  commodities 
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Principal 

works 

*»on9ulted. 


exported  from  the  United  States.  European  produce  entering 
Sonora  by  this  route  comes  for  the  most  part  vi&  Galveston  or  New 
Orleans. 

Principal  works  consulted : — 

''  Memoria  de  la  Administracion  Publica  del  Estado  de  Sonora." 
By  Eamon  Corral.     2  vols.     Guaymas.     1891. 

"  Movimiento  de  Transportes  Maritimos  y  Terrestres.  1895-96." 
Mexico.     1899. 

"  Estadistica  Fiscal,  Exportacion  1895-96."     Mexico.     1899. 

"  Estadistica  Fiscal,  Importacion  1895-96."    Mexico.     1899. 

"  Buletin  de  Estadistica  Fiscal  Semestre  primero  de  1899- 
1900."     Mexico.     1900. 


^ 


Annex  C. — Table  showing  Exportations  from  the  Port  of 
Guaymas  during  the  Financial  Year  1895-96. 


Articles. 


Quactitj. 


Silver  ore 

„    coined  into  Mexican  dollars. 

Sulphate  of  silver 

Alcohol  ••         •• 

Fish  scales 

Tortoiseshell  . . 

Fruits,  dried  and  fresh 

Chick  peas 

Bides  ..         ..         ..         •• 

Foreign  goods  re-exported   . . 


Total 


Value. 


KUos. 

£     s. 

, , 

328    4 

800    0 

, , 

326    0 

46 

6    0 

1,614 

300    0 

S3 

21    4 

G70 

10    0 

14,506 

•     108    0 

24,545 

1,158     0 

17,939 

948    0 

4,005    8 


Annex  D. — Table  showing  Importations  into  Guaymas  during 
the  Year  1895-96. 


Animal  Pkoductions. 

Articles. 

Head.. 
KQos 

„    •  •         . . 

II    •  •         •  • 

KUos.!! 
»»    •  •         •  • 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Live-stock         

Eggs 

GUyoenne         

Lamp-black 

Meat,  bones,  Ac. 
Condensed  milk 

Butter 

Lard      •  •         •  •         •  •         •  • 

544 

132 

122 

13 

2,672 

1,845 

11,721 

4,404 

360 

£        9. 

113    0 

1  12 

2  16 
0    8 

4,418  16 
150    4 
102  16 
189    4 

Cheese 

Boots  and  shoes 

Other  articles  • 

„        a  •                  •  • 

Pairs.. 

222  16 

145  16 

5,013  16 

Total 

.. 

10,361     4 

"^ 
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Articles. 


Lumber  ••         ..         ..         •• 
S«wn  timber     •  • 

Other  timber 

Faoking  ossee   .  • 

Furniture  ..         ..         .. 

Articles  made  of  wood .  • 
Cotton,  raw  and  carded 

Coffee 

Fruits,  grains,  com,  oils,  jams, 
honey,  spices,  &o 


Totol 


Kilos 

Square  metres 

>i 
Kilos 


I 


Mineral  Productions. 


Articled. 


Coal 

Coke    ..         ..         

Iron  and  steel,  in  ingots       .  • 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures :  piping,  wire,  dies, 
bars,  springs  for  carts  and  carriages,  mining 
requisites,  and  piping,  with  lininss  of  each, 
bronze,  copper,  brass,  or  white  metal     . . 

Other  manufactured  articles  of  iron  and  stoel      •  • 

Copper,  bronze,  and  brass  (ingots  and  bard) 

Copper  for  electrical  purposes         .  • 

Tin,  lead,  and  zinc    . . 

Manufactured  articles  in  tin,  lead,  and  zinc 

Quicksilver     . . 

Manufacture  earth  products :  clay,  rotten  stone, 
crucibles  for  smelting,  bricks,  muffles,  mill 
stones,  marble  for  f uraiture,  school  slates,  &c. , . 

Cement  and  lime        .  •  . .  . .  . .  .  • 

Oils  (mineral),  vaseline,  asphaltum,  and  coal-tar. . 

Earthenware  bottles  covered  with  baeketwork,  and 
large  glass  crucibles  for  containing  vitriol  and 
other  acids  . .         . .         . .         . .         .  • 

Earthenware  and  porcelain  articles  not  specified . . 

Plate  glass  of  all  sizes 

Other  manufactured  articles  of  earthenware,  glass, 
and  porcelain         . .  . .  .  •  , . 

Total 


13 


Quantity. 

Value. 

£     «. 

5,412,366 

9,676  16 

31,003 

1,074  4 

1,024 

23  16 

646,867 

960  12 

2,369 

188  4 

24,679 

868  4 

380 

18  16 

18,370 

1,616  0 

740,672 

11,711  0 

1 

26,920  12 

Value. 


£       8. 

341  4 
199  0 
101  16 


6,120  12 

3,493    4 

104  16 

20    0 

76    4 

144    4 

696  16 


674  8 
692  16 
131     8 


287  16 

1,331  16 

309    0 

263    0 


14,788    0 
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Textile  Productions. 


Arlioles. 


Cotton 

Otber  cottons 

Ootton  cloth,  raw,  bleached,  or  un- 
bleached, of  more  than  30  threads 
of  weft  or  woof  in  a  square  of 
5  millims.  (^  of  an  inch) 

Cotton  cloth,  dyed,  of  more  than 
30  threads  of  weft  or  woof  in  a 
square  of  5  millims.  (^V  of  an 
inch)' 

Cotton  cloth,  bleached,  unbleached, 
or  coloured,  roughly  woven,  un- 
embroidered 

Other  cottOD  textiles  -• 

Manufactured  cotton  goods 

Linen,  hemp  (spun),  bleached,  un- 
bleached, and  coloured   . . 

Linen  and  hemp  textiles     . . 

Manufactured  linen  and  hemp  goodi 

Linen  textiles 
„      manufactures 

Silk  in  reels,  skeins,  spools .  • 

Other  silks    . . 

Silk,  with  other  textile  mixtures 

Total.. 


Beels 
Kilos. 


.  metres.  • 


Kilos. 


Quantity. 


208,984 
2,240 


521,354 


433,581 


Paper  Productions. 


Articles. 


White  paper  for  newspaper  printing 

Brown  paper  for  packing,  tarred  and  plain,  also 

that  used  as  blotting-paper 
Writing  paper  for  use  in  schools,   letters  and 

documents,  also  for  music  printing 

Pasteboard 

Other  papers 

Total  


Sundry  Productions. 


Articles. 


Machinery,  including  workmen's  tools  of  all  kinds, 
bicycles,  musical  boxes  and  instruments, 
watcJies,  &c. 

Vehicles,  all  kinds,  including  perambulators  for 
children      ..         •• 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Other  articles. .  •  •         •  •  •  •         •  > 


Total 


Quantity. 


Value. 


£     «. 

966    0 
346    4 


6,311    8 


5,444    4 


163,887 

4,048  4 

18,743 

589  12 

8,146 

1,932  4 

4,623 

327  0 

63,538 

1,395  0 

230 

101  0 

4,155 

1,451  8 

8,077 

612  0 

12 

23  0 

176 

434  12 

183 

165  16 

23,147  12 


Value. 


132  16 

1,707    8 

394    0 

46    0 

880  12 


3,160  16 


Value. 


Xilofi. 


100,«55 

24,088 
70.3G1 
67,051 


6.820  12 

262  0 
4,255  8 
2,950    0 


14,2SS    0 
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Annex  E. — Table  showing  Exports  from  Nogales  to  the  United 
States  during  the  Year  1895-96. 


Articles. 


Kilos. 


'I 


Metals— 

Q-old  ore  dost       .  • 
„    paste 
„    cyanide  of  .  • 
„    sulphate  of .  • 

Silrerore 

Coined  into  Mexican  dollars 

Paste 

Cyanide  of  .    .  •         •  • 
Sulphate  of 

Copper 

Plumbago 

Lead  

Salt    ..         .. I      ,, 

Brine i       ,, 

Alcohol         '      „ 

Cattle !  Head 

Sugar •         ..         ..'  Kilos. 

„      Piloncillo       ••         ..         ..        „ 

ff     cane    ••         ••         ••         ••!      ^i 

Coffee '       „ 

Meat..         ..         .^         ..         ..|      „ 
Groceries      •  •         .  •         .  •         . .  |       „ 

Mother-of-pearl       « „ 

Shells  containing  pearls      . .         . .        », 

Chillies  

Beans  ••         ••         ..         ••         •• 

Fruits  

Chick-peas    .. 

Vegetables    ..         

Timber 

Books..         ••         

Earthenware 

Indian  com 

Manufisctnred  goods  (not  specified) 

Building  materials 

Foreign  merchandise  (re-exported) 
Honey  ••     -   ••         ••         •• 

Salt  fish        •  •         •  •         •  •         •  • 

Hides •• 

Feathers        .•         ••         ••         •« 

Leaf  tobacco •         •• 

Bye • 


Total 


Value. 


14,225    0 

224,118  12 

16,180    8 

606    4 

450,778  16 

4,000    0 

160,152    8 


t  • 

5,498  16 

., 

32,814  0 

54,506 

1,384  12 

1,020,200 

1,754  4 

4,974 

20  0 

92.600 

337  8 

22,972 

107  4 

, , 

23  0 

19,990 

44,548  16 

10,300 

180  0 

15,728 

354  16 

15,669 

85  8 

2,980 

278  0 

670 

4  16 

600 

2  4 

200 

10  0 

1,100 

110  0 

42 

0  16 

21,400 

311  16 

1,596,336 

18,08i  0 

186,411 

2,390  0 

1,250 

7  8 

1,052,693 

883  12 

472 

20  0 

170 

6  0 

12,394 

109  0 

180 

18  0 

78,020 

76  8 

401,679 

1,276  16 

300 

3  0 

3,060 

46  4 

99,089 

6,674  0 

40 

8  0 

460 

100  0 

8,450 

88  4 

•• 

987,580  16 
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Annex  F. — Table  showing  Importations  into  Nogales  during 
the  Year  1895-96 

Animal  Productions. 


A  rf  icles.  Qnantity. 

Eiloe. 

LiTo-stook •         •• 

Meat,  smoked  and  salted ,       5,2d2 

Fish  ;,  

Leather,  manufactured,  saddles,  gloTes     . .         ...  •  • 

Boots  and  shoes        . .         •  • 

Egg 914 

Gljoerine 401 

Total 


Value. 


£ 

M. 

300 

8 

201 

12 

6,969  16 

1,531  16 

1,160  12 

52 

0 

23 

8 

10.239  12 


Vegetable  Peoductions. 


Articles. 


Quantify. 


Fruits,  grains,  and  seeds      .  •         • 

Ubj 

Lumber  ••         ..         

Manufactured  woods,  including  packing  cases, 

telegraph  poles,  and  ship-masts  •  • 
Furniture  of  wood    •  •         •  •         .  • 

Backs  made  of  jute 

Other  articles 


Total 


EUos. 

834,322 
264,287 

161,020 

48,484 


Value. 


£       9. 

386  0 
468  12 
997  16 

1,912    0 

1,404  16 

489    8 

549    0 


6,207  12 


MiNEEAL  Peoductions. 


Articles. 


Bails  of  iron  and  steel  for  locomotiyee 
Wire,  for  telegraph  and  telephone  (galvanised)  • . 
Manufactured  articles  of  iron  and  steel    •  • 
Quicksilver     ..         ..         ••         •• 

Ck>al 

Coke 

Glass,  earthenware,  and  porcelain  •  •         •  •         •  • 

Oils,  wax,  and  polishing  paste        

Other  articles 

Matenals  of  iron  and  steel  for  manufactiiring 
purposes     .. 


Total 


Quantity. 


S:ilos. 

112,406 

406 

52,851 

417,992 

8,903 


58,699 


Value. 


£     «. 

710  12 

5    0 

4,020    4 

5,319  12 

231  12 

18    0 

1,442    0 

448  16 

2,549  16 

6,369    8 

21,110    0 
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Articles. 


Cotton,  on  reels  of  275  metres 
„  „  276  to  458  metres 

textiles 
„      manufaeturds 
Linen  textiles 

,f    manufactures. . 
Wool  and  worsted  textiles 

„  manufactures 

Silk  and  other  textile  mixtures 
„  manufactures 

Silk,  pure 

„         textile     .. 
„         manufactures     . . 
Fibrous  textiles 

Total 


Beels 

»»  • 

8q.  metres. 
Kilos. 

KilosV       . 


Quantity. 


886,874 
28,964 


69,185 
16,997 


101 
513 


Value. 


£     «. 

1,104    8 

219  16 

28,568    0 

4,887    8 

1,629  16 

424  12 

4,046  16 

2,697  16 

466  12 

718    0 

156  16 

739    0 

1,768    4 

489  12 


42,789  16 


Papbe  Productions. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Paper,  including  that  used  for  packing  purposes, 

tarred  and  plain 

Oardboard  or  pasteboard 

Paper  manufactures,  books,  fans,  note  paper,  &c. . . 

Kilos. 
270 

£      «. 

460  12 

28  12 

1,870  16 

Total           

•• 

1,860    0 

Sundry  Imports. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Machinery,  workmen's  tools,  musical  instruments,  bicycles, 
watches,  printing  plants,  fire  extinguishers,  electrical  ap- 
pliances, &c 

Vehicles,  aU  classes * 

Ghemicalfl  and  drugs,  all  classes          

Wine  and  spirits           

Arms  and  explosiyes 

Other  articles 

21,210  12 
1,657  16 
6,374  12 
4,809  16 
4,696  16 
6,660    8 

Total            

44,210    0 

(607) 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Mexico  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr,  Consul  L.  J.  Jerome. 

(Beceiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  August  81,  1900.) 

The  gross  revenue  of  the  country  for  the  last  financial  year  was  Money  and 
60,139,212  dol.  (6,013,921^.).  This  Federal  revenue  is  obtained  by  ^^^^ 
import  and  export  duties,  the  diflFerent  States  paying  a  fixed 
quota  of  their  internal  taxes  to  the  Federation,  the  taxes  levied 
in  the  Federal  district  and  the  territories,  the  stamp  taxes,  taxes 
on  coinage,  professions,  and  revenues  derived  from  various  public 
services,  &c. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  revenue  and  expenditure 
for  the  last  five  financial  years : — 


Year. 

Amount. 

ReceiptB. 

Expenditure. 

Surplus. 

1894r-95 
1895-96 
1896-97 
1897-98 
1898-99 

Dol.         c. 
43,946,699      5 
50,521,470    42 
61,500,628    75 
52,697,984    56 
60,139,212    84 

Dol.         c. 
41,372,264     63 
45,070,123     13 
48,330,505     25 
61,815.286    66 
53,499,641     94 

Dol.         c. 
2,673,434    42 
•5,461,347    29 
3,170,123     50 
882,698    89 
6,639,670    90 

(672) 
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The  revenue  of  1898-99  was  obtained  as  follows  from  the 
different  sources  mentioned:  — 

Amount. 


Import  duties         ••         ..         ..         •• 

Export     ,, 

2  per  cent,  port  works  dues 

Port  dues,  special  . . 

Tonnage,  wharfage,  and  lighthouse  dues 

Certificates  of  registry 

Pilotage       ..         ••         ••         ••         •• 

Boards  of  health  at  ports . . 
Ck>nsular  fees  on  invoices  . . 
Certificates  issued  abroad  .  • 
Warehousing  at  Vera  Cruz  . .         . .  | 

Total  revenue  on  foreign  trade. . 
Stamp  tax    . . 

Coinage  and  assaying        ..  ..  •.{ 

Trade-marks,  patents        . .  . .  . .  | 

Taxes,  federal  district  and  territories  . . ; 

Postal  service         . .         . .  . .  •  • , 

Federal  telegraphs . .         . .         . .  . .  I 

Tehuantepec  railway         . .         . .  . .  | 

Public  lottery         . .         . .         . .  . .  I 


Urand  total 


Dol.  V. 

26,443,847  6t> 

1,066,769  78 

525,384  60 

26,697  71 

174,191  76 

1,216  0 

156,718  64 

69,068  42 

260,324  0 

8,259  40 

6,107  58 

28,738,480  46 

23,178,587  68 

1,410,766  96 

6,090  0 

2,958,556  1 

1,613,902  19 

980,716  44 

227,437  0 

1,124,688  11 

60,139,212  84 


By  this  it  will  be   seen  that  the  revenue  derived  from  the 
taxation  on  the  foreign  trade  amounts  to  nearly  50  per  cent  of 


the  whole, 
heading  is 
years: — 


The  gradual   increase   in   the  revenue   under  this 
shown   by  the  following    figures   for  the  last  five 

Taxes  on  Foreign  Trade. 


Year. 


1894-96 
1896-96 
1896-97 
1897-98 
1898-99 


Amount. 


Dol.  c. 

19,870,987  80 

23,658,692  61 

23,639,680  91 

23,284,989  17 

28,738,480  46 


Szpenditure. 


PI  I  The  revenue  derived  from  the  taxation  of  exports  shows  a 
decrease  as  compared  with  the  previous  financial  year  being  in 
1897-98, 1.414,938  dol.  50  c,  and  in  1898-99  amounting  only  to 
1,066,769  dol.  78  c. ;  this  is  explained  by  the  falling-off  in  the 
exportation  of  lumber  and  dye-woods,  and  by  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  the  exportation  of  coffee. 

The  total  expenditure  amounted  to  53,499,541  dol.  94  c,  to 
which  has  to  be  added  a  further  sum  of  112,875. doL  44  c,  being 
for  balances  due  on  the  previous  year. 
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There  are  but  few  remarks  to  be  made  on  the  expenditure^ 
which  included  sums  spent  in  re-arming  the  artillery,  repairs 
required  on  the  Tehuantepec  Railway,  and  the  completion  of  the 
drainage  canal  in  the  Valley  of  Mexico. 

At  the  close  of  the  financial  year  1898-99  a  sum  of 
22,679,925  dol.  10  c.  was  in  the  hands  of  the  different  Government 
Departments  or  otherwise  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government,  being 
an  increase  of  5,963,214  dol.  67  c.  on  the  previous  year,  this  sum 
being  distributed  as  follows :  — 


Amount. 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Total. 

National  Bank  of  Mexico . . 
London  Financial  Agency.  • 
S.  Bleiohrikler,  Berlin 

Dol.          c. 

274    38 

3,744    54 

4,685,778    90 

Dol.           c. 
2,342,502    70 

•  • 

Dol.          c. 

2.342.777  08 
3,744    54 

4.685.778  90 

Total 

4,689,797     82 

2,342,502    70 

7,032,300    62 

The  above  was  required  for  specific  purposes,  thus  leaving 
a  balance  of  15,647,624  dol.  58  c.  at  the  immediate  disposal  of  the 
Government. 

I  have  purposdy  not  converted  the  above  or  subsequent 
figures  relating  to  Mexican  finances  into  sterling,  as  they  would 
not  have  given  a  correct  result  owing  to  the  different  rate  of 
exchange  obtaining  at  different  times. 

Without  taking  into  consideration  the  liabilities  of  the  Govern- 
ment caused  by  tlie  service  of  the  public  debt,  the  report  of  the 
Minister  of  Finance  gives  a  statement  of  the  assets  and  liabilities 
of  the  Grovernment  on  June  30,  1899 : — 


Amount. 

Assets 

Liabilities           

Dol           c. 

28,789,351    63 

5,498,781     16 

Bftlauce   

23,290,570    47 

Some  of  the  contributions  to  the  national  wealth  arc  paid  in 
bonds  of  the  different  Government  loans,  thus  redeeuiing  a 
portion  of  the  public  debt : — 


(672) 


A  3 


J 

i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MEXICO. 


Amount. 

1897-98. 

1898-99. 

Invention  patents 

Sales  of  national  iaed  properties 

Sale  of  public  lands 

Various 

Dol.        c. 

25.400      0 

2,909    57 

375,148    53 

145,643    37 

l>ol.         c. 
25.250      0 
10,'.»:i3     66 
346,695     86 
94,188     22 

Total 

549,101     47 

477,067    74 

Fnblio  debt. 


Showing  a  falling-off  of  72,033  dol.  73  c,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

There  is  no  better  proof  of  the  present  excellent  condition  of 
the  finances  of  the  Republic  than  the  condition  of  its  public  debt. 
At  p.  45  (Annex  A)  will  be  found  a  statement  of  the  whole  debt, 
both  exterior  and  interior,  on  June  30,  1899. 

The  total  value  of  the  bonds  redeemed  during  the  financial 
year  ended  June  30,  1899,  amounted  to  1,614,539  dol.  42  c. ;  but 
in  this  sum  is  included  another  of  546,400  dol.  paid  in  gold.  It 
is,  therefore,  estimated  that  the  total  expenditure  on  reducing  the 
public  debt  amounted  to  2,170,000  dol.  silver. 

Bonds  of  the  third  series  5  per  cent.  Eedeemable  Interior  Loan 
were  issued  by  the  Treasury  in  favour  of  the  following  under- 
takings:— 


Amount. 

Poit  works  of— 

Vera  Cruz 

Tampico          

Subrentions  to  the  undermentioned  railways — 
Mexico  to  Cuernavaca           •  •         •  •          • . 

Carbonifero  de  Oaxaca         

Mirida  to  Campeche 

Jimenez  to  Hidalgo  del  Parral        •  • 

Pachuca  to  Zacualtipan        

Merida  to  Valladolid            

8an  Luis  to  Eio  Verde          

Patz<iuaro  to  Uruapam          

Merida  to  Peto           

Dollars. 

6,338,800 
567,000 
388,500 

1,909,500 

60,000 

193,800 

704,000 

325,000 

126,000 

80,000 

380,000 

23,500 

Total            

11,085,100 

-OonTenion  o£  An  important  change  in  the  finances  of  Mexico  was  accom- 
•exterior  loans,  plighed  in  July  of  last  year,  when  the  agreement  for  the  conversion 
of  the  four  exterior  loans  of  1888,  1890,  1893,  and  Tehuantepec, 
whose  interest  was  payable  in  gold,  was  signed  by  the  firms  of 
S.  Bleichroder,  the  Deutscher  Bank,  the  Dresdener  Bank,  the 
Banco  Nacional  de  Mexico,  J.  S.  Morgan  and  Co.,  of  London,  and 
J.  P.  Morgan  and  Co.,  of  New  York. 
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The  result  of  the  conversion,  which  was  for  the  purpose  of 
recalling  the  old  6  per  cent,  bonds  of  the  first  three,  and  the 
amalgamation  of  the  old  Tehuantepec  Loan  at  5  per  cent,  in  the 
new  issue  of  Mexican  Bonds  at  5  per  cent.,  besides  effecting  con- 
siderable savings  in  other  ways  and  removing  many  restrictions 
which  had  been  placed  on  the  Mexican  Government,  was  highly 
satisfactory,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  all  concerned  in  a 
transaction  by  which  a  total  saving  of  1,678,981/.  is  assured  to  the 
Mexican  people. 

Annex  B  (p.  46)  gives  a  comparison  from  the  present  year  to 
1909  of  the  1899  loan  and  its  predecessors  were  they  still  in 
existence,  thus  showing  the  annual  economy  effected.  This  table 
gives  an  estimated  economy  of  1,820,928  dol.  for  1900,  while  the 
Budget  estimates  the  economy  at  1,700,626  dol.  as  compared  with 
the  cost  of  the  same  service  for  the  previous  year ;  the  Budget 
figures  for  the  service  of  the  debts  are : — 


I 


Amount. 


'       Dollars       c. 

iDfceract  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  22,700,000  dol I     5,675,000      0 

Redemption  of  bonds  at  62  c.  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  ; 

same  sum,  ri*.  22,700,000  dol '        703,700      0 

Loss  by  exchange  on  the  aboTc  sums,  the  dollar  being  taken  ' 

at28rf ■     6,933,369    66 

To  the  Bank  of  Mexico,  re  cost  of  collecting  import  and  export 

duties  affected  to  the  service  of  the  debt 310,000      0 

\  per  cent,  commission  to  the  Bank  of  Mexico  on  siuns 

remitted  to  Europe 33,280    17 


Total  Mexican  silver  dollars 


13,655,349    73 


I 


Annex  C  (p.  47)  is  a  statement  of  all  four  loans. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  conversion,  from  a  British  point  of 
view,  is  that  of  the  Tehuantepec  Loan,  which  is  connected  with 
the  Tehuantepec  Railway,  running  from  Coatzacoalcos  to  Salina 
Cruz,  connecting  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific  Oceans. 


? 
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Exchange. 


Poital 
reoeipte. 


The  following  information  relating  to  the  fluctuation  of  exchange 
is  given,  and  shows  a  certain  stability  in  the  value  of  the  Mexican 
dollar  during  the  year  1899 : — 


Month. 


January 
February 
March  •  • 
April    .. 


June     . . 

July     .. 

August . . 

September 

October 

November 

December 


On— 


London. 

Paris. 

Berlin. 

*.    d.        *.     d. 

Fr. 

c.    Fr. 

c. 

M.    pf. 

1  Hi  to  1  Hi 

2 

45 

2      0 

1  lU 

2 

50 

2      2 

1  llA 

2 

51 

2      4 

2    0\ 

2 

53 

2      7 

2    Of 

2 

56 

2      7 

1  Hi 

2 

61 

2       3 

1  HI 

2 

47i 

2      1 

1  Hi  to  1  llj 

2 

48  to  2 

49 

2       1 

1  iiA 

2 

48  „  2 

49 

2       2 

1  iiA»i  m 

2 

45  „  2 

47 

1     98 

1  iii 

2 

45  „  2 

47 

1     98 

1  Hi    1 11* 

2 

44 

1     99 

At  the  present  time  there  is  a  tendency  towards  an  increase 
in  the  value  of  silver.  The  above  are  what  bankers  charge  for 
drafts  on  London ;  when  they  buy  they  usually  add  \d.  to  the 
value  of  the  dollar,  which  gives  an  average  commission  of  1  per 
cent. 

There  is  a  slight  diflFerence  in  the  exchange  in  the  diflFerent 
commercial  centres  of  Mexico.  In  the  city  a  charge  of  ^  per  cent, 
is  made  on  Vera  Cruz,  1  per  cent,  on  Tampico,  2  per  cent,  on 
Acapulco,  ^  per  cent,  on  Mazatlan,  1  per  cent,  on  Chihuahua,  \  per 
cent,  on  Guadalajara,  and  \  per  cent,  on  Monterrey. 

The  statistics  of  the  earnings  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30  last,  as  compared  with  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1899,  have  just  been  completed,  and  show 
an  increase  in  all  the  items  except  one : — 


Fiscal  Year. 

1896-99. 

1899-1900. 

Sale  of  postage  stamps 

Rental  of  Post  Office  boxes 

Fines  and  sundries            

Commissions  on  foreign  money  orders  . , 
Commissions  on  interior  money  orders  . . 
Commissions  on  publishers'  diuf ts 

146,785    15    ' 

4,604      8 

621     16 

4,449     16 
8,181     15 

£         #. 

167,585      8 

4,926      2 

982      8 

105     14 

10,120      1 

3,068    14 

Total 

159,648    10 

186,787      7 

Imports. 

Oaneral 
trade. 


(Jeneral  figures  showing  the  import  trade  for  1899  will  ba 
found  at  p.  48  (Annex  D). 
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An  increase  of  463,271/.  is  shown  for  1899  in  the  imports 
from  the  British  Empire  as  compared  with  the  present  year, 
the  whole  of  this  increase  being  in  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom. 

The  comparative  figures  in  the  import  trade  of  Mexico  from 
the  undermentioned  countries  for  the  last  five  years  are : — 


1896. 

Value. 

Country. 

1895. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

United  Kingdom  •  • 
United  States 
Frnnoe 
Germany     .  • 
Spain 

£ 

1,378,215 

3,243,502 

1,194,827 

776,958 

897,564 

£ 

1,598,530 

4,930,570 

1,175,652 

908.653 

363,002 

£ 

1,477,722 

3,887,026 

994,342 

772,356 

396,892 

£ 
1,608,888 
4,444,472 
1,092,751 
1,049,734 
485,336 

£ 
2,072,159 
5,499,104 
1,096.009 
1,222,586 
609,209 

I  now  propose  to  examine  the   import   trade  in  those  com- Particular 
modities  which  appear  to  be  of  most  importance  to  exporters  at  trade, 
home.      I    am  indebted   to   Sefior   Salvador  Echagaray  for  the 
following  information  which  has  not  yet  been  made  public,  and 
which  covers  the   period   of    the   Mexican   financial   year  from 
July  1,  1898,  to  June  30,  1899. 

Coal  was  imported  in  the  following  quantities :  from  England,  q^ 
123,514  tons;   from  Australia,   16,856   tons;    from   the   United 
States,   468,889   tons;   and  from  Belgium   and   Germany  about 
130,000  tons.      In  Mexico    City  the    price  per  ton  varies  from 
40s.  to  45$. 

The  total  importation  of  coke  amounted  to  some  175,000  tons,  Ooke. 
of    which   only  15,607    tons    came   from   England,    as    against 
39,000  tons  from  Grermany,and  121,254  tons  from  the  United  States. 

No  coal  or  coke  was  imported  from  Canada,  either  to 
Atlantic  or  Pacific  ports,  during  the  period  in  question. 

I  have  found  it  next  to  impossible  to  get  satisfactory  informa-  Machinery, 
tion  on  the  subject  of  machinery.  The  Grovemment  returns,  which 
are  made  up  according  to  the  classification  of  the  customs  tariflf, 
class  in  the  same  category  bicycles,  sewing  machines,  and  lathes. 
Every  kind  of  mechanical  device  is  imported  into  the  country, 
and  every  efifort  is  made  to  make  the  industries  supply  the  demand 
so  as  to  be  as  independent  as  possible  of  the  outside  world.  Iron 
foundries,  smelting  works,  cotton  and  other  mills  for  the  weaving 
of  textiles,  and  factories  of  all  descriptions  are  daily  being 
brought  into  existence  all  over  the  Eepublic,  one  of  the  latest  pro- 
jected being  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  sewing  machines 
of  a  well-known  firm  that  has  factories  both  in  the  United  States 
and  at  Coventry  in  England. 

I  have  tabulated  such  information  as  I  have  obtained,  showing 
the  different  class  of  machinery  imported  during  the  year  ended 
June  30,  1899,  with  the  principal  countries  whence  the  exports 
were  made : — 
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Belting  of  all  kinds  is  largely  imported,  105  tons  of  rubber 
belting  valued  at  12,072/.  having  entered  the  country  in  the 
period  we  have  under  review ;  76^  tons  of  leather  belting  valued 
at  15,968Z.,  of  which  45  tons  came  from  the  United  States  valued 
at  10,428/.,  and  26^  tons  from  the  United  Kingdom  valued  at 
4,896/. 

Electricity  is  being  largely  used  in  the  development  of  the 
industries  of  the  country,  as  well  as  for  the  lighting  of  the  cities  *PP""<**- 
and  as  motive  power  for  the  tramway  system  of  the  Federal 
district.  At  Pachuca  it  is  extensively  used  in  the  mining  works, 
the  generating  power  in  some  cases  being  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance. I  regret  tliat  I  can  give  no  particulars  as  to  the  class  of 
dynamos  used  or  where  they  were  made.  Electric  batteries 
imported  amounted  to  100  tons,  valued  at  9,372/.,  of  which  72  tons 
came  from  the  United  States,  invoiced  at  6,365/. ;  10  ions  at  1,776/. 
from  Germany ;  2^  tons  at  132/.  from  France ;  1^  tons  at  409/. 
from  England,  and  3  tons  at  582/.  from  Sweden.  Electric  incan- 
descent lamps  were  imported  to  a  total  value  of  15,899/.,  of  which 
more  than  one-half  came  from  the  United  States,  and  the  rest, 
with  the  exception  of  an  insignificant  quantity  from  England,  were 
shipped  from  Germany.  There  will  always  be  a  demand  for  these 
and  other  electric  lamps,  as  nearly  every  town  in  the  Eepublic  is 
lit  by  electricity. 

The  hardware  trade  of  Mexico  is  almost  a  monopoly  in  the  Hardware, 
hands  of  German  firms,  their  only  competitors  being  a  few 
Spanish  or  American  firms  in  a  small  way  of  business.  What 
struck  me  most  in  some  of  the  larger  wholesale  and  retail  houses 
I  visited  was  the  immense  quantity  of  stock  kept  in  hand. 
Prices  are,  comparatively  speaking,  dear,  when  the  quality  of  the 
goods  is  considered.  Most  of  the  cutlery  I  saw  was  of  American 
or  German  make,  the  handles  of  table-knives  being  as  a  rule 
uniform  with  those  of  spoons  and  forks,  usually  plated  blade  and 
all,  thus  being  kept  clean  more  easily. 

The  following  figures  for  the  12  months  ended  June  30,  1899, 
^how  the  principal  articles  of  hardware  imported : — 


Articles. 

Country. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Iron  telegn^ph  poles 
Steel  r.iil8  for  railroads  .. 

Brass  furniture,  principaUy 
beds 

United  States 
(Jnited  Kingdom     . . 

United  States 

United  Kingdom     . .         .  • 

Belgium 

Totaltrade.. 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     .  • 

Totaltrade.. 

Tons. 
1,085 
21 

48,519 
7,440 
3,898 

62,149 

5 

7 

14 

£ 
8,786 
378 

252,022 
40,438 
30,793 

340,348 

29C 
47€ 

822 
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Articles. 

Country. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Brass  tubes*         ..         •• 

United  Kingdom     . . 
United  States 

Tons. 
14 
9 

922 
819 

Total  trade.. 

30 

2,249 

Leaden  piping 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 

15 

7i 

277 
122 

Total  trade.. 

81 

648 

Steel  ban 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 
G-ermany 

533 

92 

825 

6,389 
1,710 
4^072 

Totalirade.. 

961 

12,676 

Steel  bars  and  cylinders 
for  mines 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 

250 

74 

229 

5,472 
1,553 

2,848 

Total  trade.. 

584 

10,856 

Iron  wire  ^.         •» 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     .. 
G-ermany      ..          ..          .. 

1,860 
128 
150 

17,466 
1,739 
2,632 

Total  trade.. 

2,151 

22,033 

Barbed  wire 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 
Germany 

6,637 

27 

134 

48,163 

382 

,      1,254 

Totaltrade.. 

5,871 

50,387 

Ploughs 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     .. 
G-ermany 

1,101 

13 

233 

19,868 

241 

6,110 

Totaltrade.. 

1,348 

26,060 

Agricultural  implements. . 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     .  • 
G-ermany 

569 
353 
150 

24,464 

12,304 

5,684 

Totaltrade.. 

1,083 

42,670 

Iron  hooping         • , 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 

194 
536 

1,400 
3,944 

Totaltrade.. 

768 

6,188 

Iron  piping           • .         •  • 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 
Germany 

8,073 

373 

83 

88,080 
4,840 
1,480 

Total  trade . . 

8,544 

94,474 

•  This  trade  is  likely  to  increase,  as  brass  beds  are  beini 
and  in  other  Mexican  towns,  the  tubes  being  imported  from 


;ff  made  in  Mexico  City 
England. 
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Articles. 

ConntTj. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Pig-iron 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     .  • 
Germany 

Tons. 
8,137 
1,476 
158 

£ 

7,069 

4,400 

842 

Totaltrade.. 

4,777 

10,853 

Iron  rods 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 
Q-ermany 

2,082 

1,064 

246 

16,548 
7,868 
2,641 

Total  trade . . 

8,622 

27,116 

T-iron        

United  States 

United  Kingdom     . .          .  • 

Belgium        

386 
88 
26 

2,716 
679 
154 

Totaltrade.. 

500 

4,200 

Cormgated  iron   ••         •• 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 

Germany 

Belgium        

2,891 

4,847 

289 

341 

32,232 

57,860 

5.187 

4,080 

Totaltrade.. 

7,879 

99,829 

Iron  chains  (links  not  less 
than     No.    6    of    the 
Birmingham  calibre) 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 

Totaltrade.. 

.   141 
161 

818 

2,676 
8,201 

6,019 

Kitchen  ranges     •  • 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     .. 

284 
11 

6,956 
118 

Totaltrade.. 

805 

7,850 

Kails,  tacks,  screws,  &c., 
of  iron  and  steel 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 

France          

Germany 

2,790 
224 
419 
441 

32,288 
5,605 
6,856 
7,848 

Totaltrade.. 

8,979 

55,299 

Wire  netting 

United  Stotes 
United  Kingdom     .. 
Germany 

54 
36 
26 

2,866 
927 
889 

Totaltrade.. 

118 

4,200 

Tin  in  bars 

United  Kingdom     .  •         . . 

81 

2,364 

Totaltrade.. 

56 

4,177 

Tin  sheets  (66  cm.  breadth) 

United  Kingdom     . .         • . 
United  States 

2,164 
132 

28,599 
1,379 

Totaltrade.. 

2,827 

25,870 

Tin  sheets  (o>er  56  cm.).. 

United  Kingdom     . . 
United  States 

64 

113 

846 
2,608 

Totaltrade.. 

174 

3,832 
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From  the  many  enquiries  as  to  openings  in  the  provision 
trade  in  Mexico,  very  little  appears  to  be  known  as  to  what  the 
extent  of  this  trade  is  here,  or  how  a  footing  can  be  obtained  in 
tliis  market.  At  present  it  is  in  the  hands  of  Spanish,  Mexican, 
French,  and  American  firms.  In  Mexico  City  there  is  one 
Canadian  fiim,  with  branches  at  El  Oro  and  Puebla.  This  trade 
is  no  exception  to  the  general  rule  in  Mexico,  that  is  to  say,  the 
larger  firms  sell  retail  as  well  as  wholesale. 

It  is  of  very  little  use  sending  out  price  lists  with  London 
prices  and  English  weights;  what  the  Mexican  buyer  wants  to 
know  is  price  in  Mexico;  as  a  rule  they  make  their  pur- 
chases through  buyers  in  the  markets  of  America  and  Europe. 
Two  or  three  London  firms  have  travellers  who  visit  the  principal 
centres  of  distribution.  I  do  not  think  this  trade  can  be  improved, 
unless  in  conjunction  with  others  in  a  large  wholesale  and  retail 
business  on  the  lines  of  what  is  known  in  the  United  States 
as  a  department  store,  something  like  the  Co-operative  Stores  in 
London. 

The  principal  articles  imported  for  the  12  months  ending 
June  30,  1899,  were : — 


Articles. 

Country. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Smoked,  dried,  or  salted 
meats 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 

Tons. 

126 

8 

£ 
6,317 
162 

Total  trade.. 

134 

5,542 

Smoked,     dried,    or    salt 
fish 

Unit^  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 

42 
6 

1,398 
155 

Total  trade . . 

226 

7,100 

Sausages 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     •• 

162 

1 

7,900 
60 

Total  trade.. 

192 

11,286 

Tinned  meats 

Spain 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 

1,049 

603 

18 

46,200 

26,000 

939 

Total  trade.. 

2,024 

93.360 

Condensed  milk    .  • 

dnited  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 

111 

1 

5,812 
49 

Total  trade.. 

117 

5,937 

Butter 

United  States 

United  Kingdom     • .         •  • 

160 
1 

10,520 
108 

Totaltrade.. 

191 

1,463 
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Articles. 

Country. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cheese* 

Holland        

^United  States 

Tons. 
209 
108 

& 

11,889 

6,200 

Total  trade.. 

424 

26,024 

Tea 

China            

United  States 

Tndia 

85 
26-6 
4*6 

2,419 

2,856 

583 

Total  trade.. 

70 

6,268 

Caoao         

United  States 
India..         .• 

185 
75 

10,000 
5,700 

Total  trade.. 

684 

52,179 

Oinnamon  •  •         •  •         •  • 

India 

United  Kingdom     • . 

135 
21 

11,852 
1,904 

Total  trade.. 

221 

19,470 

^•PP«J^ 

India 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     . . 

45 
86 
20 

2,136 

1,830 

900 

Totaltrade.. 

112 

5,260 

Preserred  vegetables 

United  States 

France          

United  Kingdom     . . 

281 
65 
82 

7,995 

114 

23 

Totaltrade.. 

500 

19,010 

Biscuita     • 

United  States 
United  Kingdom     .. 
France          

409 
20 
15 

11,481 
809 
736 

Totaltrade.. 

451 

18,550 

*  Only  21/.  worth  being  imported  from  England  and  none  from  Canada, 
there  should  be  a  market  for  Caradian  produce  in  Mexico.  Some  Canadian  ^oods 
do  find  their  way  into  this  country  Ti&  the  States,  but  are  classed  at  the  frontier  as 
American. 

The  following  figures  show  the  total  import  of  some  of  the 
remaining  articles  of  the  provision  trade,  the  importations  from 
the  United  Kingdom  or  British  Colonies  not  being  of  any 
importance : — 
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Articles. 

Lard 

Honey     . . 
Chocolate 
Ooff  ee     . . 
Fruits,  dried 

„       pickled  .. 

„       preserved 
Cloves     . . 
Jams 
Starches  . . 

„        fecula  .. 
Macoaroni 
Wheat  flour 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Tons. 

£ 

2,281 

42,160 

1 

68 

9 

829 

186 

6,000 

944 

8,900 

481 

1,203 

37 

1,681 

42 

1,700 

61 

3,600 

667 

8.854 

13(» 

1,674 

380 

73,900 

3,662 

26,528 

Textile 
tradet. 
Cotton. 


As  regards  cottons,  I  have  very  little  to  add  to  the  remarks 
made  by  Mr.  Acting  Consul  Biorklund  in  his  report  for  last  year ; 
the  following  table  shows  the  quantity  in  square  yards,  and  the 
quality  of  foreign  cotton  piece-goods  imported  from  July  1,  1894, 
to  June  30,  1899  :— 

/. — Cotton  Piece-Goods,  Bleached  or  Unbleached,  of  Smooth  Texture 
not  exceeding  30   Threads  of  Warp  and  Weft,  in  a  Square  of 
5  Millimetres  =  \  of  an  Inch, 


Quantitj  in  Square  Yardi. 

Country. 

1894-95.              1896-96. 

1896-97. 

1897-98. 

1898-99. 

Great  Britain 

United  States 

France 

Germany        

Other  countries 

Total    

lS,ia9,68I     '      22,358,370 

2.229,147            3,464,552 

761,  .560     1        1,437,886 

133,736    1           267,366 

144,280               225,914 

16,817,633 

4,003,676 

707.761 

121,478 

203,074 

18,082,261 

3,267,321 

806,635 

125,048 

12,663 

16,156,406 

2,667,071 

666,761 

189,222 

34,608 

16,398.104    1      27,734,078 

21,858,611 

22,282,808 

19,663,967 

//. — Cotton  Piece-Goods,  Bleached  or  Unbleached,  of  Smooth  Texture, 
over  30  Threads  of  Warp  and  Weft,  in  a  Square  of  5  Milli- 
metres. 


1 

QnanUty  in  Square  Yaidf . 

Country. 

1894-95. 

1896-96. 

1896-97. 

1897-«8. 

1898-99. 

Great  Britain ... 
United  States... 

France  

Germany 
Other  countries 

...       2,170,173 
...>         435.334 

....         226,142 
...1          41.938 
...1           11.019 

2,004,740 

289,716 

188.818 

104,742 

766 

1,826,793 

1,083,770 

124,923 

37,194 

11,720 

1,649,467 

214,200 

101,246 

24,836 

2,719 

1,198,068 

171,5  fi 

140,52.') 

24.6.^6 

8,783 

Total     ... 

...       2,884,606 

2,688,772 

2,684,400 

1.892,467 

1,638,658 

y 
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///. — Cotton  Printed  Goods,  not  exceeding  30  Threads  of  Warp  and 
Weft,  in  a  Square  of  5  Millimetres, 


Country. 

1894-95. 

Quantity  in  Sqoare  Yardfl. 
1896-96.              1896-97.             1897-98. 

1898-99. 

GiMt  Britain 

United  StotM 

France 

Otrmany 
Other  oountriei 

9,076,684 

2,686,144 

788,207 

338,882 

80,311 

12,817,678 

14,998,690 

5,054,027 

1,063,791 

690,764 

94,338 

11,456,762 

4,532.627 

809.113 

579.462 

369,328 

10,266,860 

4,407,670 

1,016,139 

536,382 

81,150 

12,292,094 

4,869,601 

1,478,074 

780,333 

866,676 

Ttotal     

21,816,510 

17,739,272 

16.308.101 

19,486,778 

IV. — Cotton  Printed  Goods,  aver  30   Threads  of  Warp  and   Weft, 
in  a  Square  of  5  Millimetres, 


Quantity  in  Square  Yarda. 


Country. 

1      1894-95. 

1895-96. 

1896-97. 

424.245 

244.756 

37.265 

29,633 

1,098 

1897-98. 

1898-99. 

Ureat  Britain ... 
United  States...       . 

France 

Oermany 
Other  oountries 

..1  414,371 
..'         111,069 

89,925 
..i          31,280 

14,092 

510,902 

178,864 

88,454 

15,279 

1,569 

610,740 
82,593 
68,401 
85,268 
28,714 

654,397 

164,96A 

56,760 

66.056 

16,949 

Total     ...       . 

..1         660,687 

795,068 

736,992 

825,716 

948.917 

V. — Cotton  Piece-Goods,  of  all  kinds,  n^t  of  Smooth  Surface. 


Country. 


Great  Britain  . 
United  States  .. 

France  

Germany 
Otber  countries 

Total    ... 


Quantity  in  Square  Yards. 


2,626,707 

1,626,798 

660,034 

854,707 

80,414 


1895-96. 


3,118,144 

2,834,466 
946,371 
703.960 
142,842 


1896-97. 


2,696,979 

2,727,496 

641,745 

621,667 

240,435 


6,348,660 


7,745,783 


6,828,222 


1897-98. 


3,015,244 

2,170,147 

822,360 

649.066 

73,236 


1896-99 

3,700,987 

2,492,476 

629,396 

609,480 

879,657 


6,630.063 


8,401,995 


I  do  not  think  there  is  any  fear  of  French  or  German  agents 
monopolising  this  trade,  as  suggested  in  the  previous  report  from 
this  Consulate.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  travellers  for  Manchester 
goods  show  an  activity  well  worthy  of  emulation  by  others; 
however,  I  am  told  that  the  returns  for  the  12  months  ending 
June  30  of  the  present  year  will  show  a  falling-off  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  period.  It  is  difficult  to  say  how 
this  is  altogether  accounted  for ;  perhaps,  partly  by  the  pro- 
duction in  this  country  of  a  better  class  of  goods  than  hitherto 
made,  and  partly  by  a  decrease  in  the  demand. 

During  the  period  under  review,  26,518  tons  of  cotton  were 
consumed  in  the  different  factories  of  the  Sepublic,  producing 
10,239,799  pieces  of  printed  and  other  cotton  stuffs,  together  with 
1,896  tons  of  yarn.  The  sales  of  Mexican -made  cotton  goods 
amounted  to  2,975,341^. 
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28,050,163  reels  of  cotton  were  imported,  of  which  24,674,715 
came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  the  total  value  of  the 
importation  of  cotton  threads  and  yarns  beincj  estimated  at 
171,162/. 

Cotton  laces,  of  which  63  tons  were  imported,  50  tons  came 
from  England,  valued  at  36,9  43Z. 

Manufactured  articles,  curtains,  bed  coverlets,  antimacassars 
of  cotton  lace,  not  being  tulled,  were  imported  from  France, 
Germany,  the  United  States,  and  England ;  out  of  the  total 
quantity  of  16  tons  valued  at  5,188/.,  10^  tons  came  from  England 
and  were  invoiced  at  2,798/. 
LinenB.  The  value  of  the    importations  of  linen  threads   and   yams 

amounted  to  '^0,232/. ;  that  of  linen  piece-goods  came  to  2,125,981 
square  yards,  being  valued  at  54,196/. ;  of  this  quantity  and  value 
1,330,954  square  yards  invoiced  at  49,598/.  came  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  these  figures  being  about  the  average  of  the  importations 
for  previous  years. 

Manufectured  linen  goods  were  imported  to  the  value  of 
11,374/.,  an  omount  slightly  below  the  average  ;  it  is  not  possible 
to  point  out  to  what  particular  article  this  decrease  is  owing. 

Belfast  manufacturers  should  pay  more  attention  to  this 
market ;  at  the  present  time  this  trade  is  controlled  by  France 
and  Germany. 

Carpets  made  of  hemp  and  jute  are  largely   imported  from 
England  ;  a  native  article  is  also  made. 
WcoUens.  Importations  of  woollen  threads  and  worsteds  are  valued  at 

5,786/.,  very  little  having  a  British  origin ;  those  of  piece-goods 
are  valued  at  288,018/.,  while  those  of  made-up  or  manufactured 
woollen  articles  came  to  75,524/.  There  has  been  a  slight  decrease 
in  the  importation  of  worsted  and  linen  piece-goods,  and  a  similar 
increase  in  the  importation  of  the  manufactured  article.  There 
are  woollen  factories  in  the  States  of  Mexico,  Aguascalientes, 
Guanajuato  and  in  Lower  California.  In  the  piece-goods  trade 
British  articles  hold  first  place,  followed  closely  by  those  of  France, 
Germany  and  the  United  States.  The  local  taste  being  for  French 
fashions  in  both  men's  and  women's  clothing,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  suiting  should  come  from 
France.  Woollen  carpets,  60  to  70  per  cent,  of  this  trade  is 
English.  Underwear,  80  per  cent.  French.  Felts  and  felting, 
45  per  cent.  British.  Passementerie  and  furniture  fittings  is  almost 
entirely  French  or  German.  The  whole  importation  of  woollen 
shawls,  invoiced  at  244/.,  came  from  England.  Of  wool  and 
elastic  bandages  34  per  cent,  came  from  England  and  40  per  cent, 
from  Germany. 

The  total  value  of  ready-made  clothes  imported  came  to 
12,451/.,  of  which  more  than  half  came  from  France,  the  balance 
from  Germany  and  the  United  States,  only  about  1  per  cent,  from 
England,  and  these  were  probably  suits  made  in  England  to  the 
order  of  Englishmen  and  some  few  Mexicans  who  have  their 
clothes  cut  in  I^ondon. 
SilkB.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  silks  imported  came  from  France, 
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Grermany  or  the  United  States,  little  or  none  from  the  United 
Kingdom  or  other  portions  of  the  Empire. 

There  are  a  few  silk  factories  in  the  State  of  Jalisco,  chiefly  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  of  Guadalajara,  the  principal 
importations  of  silks  being  : — 

Value. 

Mixed  Silks. 


Threads  .. 
Piece-goods 
Manufactured  articles 


Spirits  in  bottle :  Whiskies,  47,747  quarts  invoiced  at  The  liquor 
4,666/.  from  the  United  Kingdom  ;  2,600  quarts  from  Canada,  *'*^®- 
invoiced  at  424/. ;  and  86,331  quarts,  invoiced  at  12,363/.,  from 
the  United  States.  Brandies,  gins,  schnapps,  &c.,  from  other 
countries,  665,591  quarts,  invoiced  at  99,723/.  Alcohol  in  the 
wood;  7,414  quarts  came  from  England,  invoiced  at  601/.,  and 
450,396  quarts  invoiced  at  104,576/.  from  other  countries,  of  which 
about  48  per  cent,  came  from  Spain,  30  per  cent,  from  France,  and 
24  per  cent,  from  the  United  States. 

White  and  red  still  wines,  321,356/. 

Sparkling  wines  and  champagnes,  21,454/.  # 

Beers  and  ciders,  24,468/.,  of  which  3,962/.  were  English  ales. 

Mineral  waters,  5,678/.,  of  which  243/.  were  from  England. 

Bitters,  5,678/. 

Liqueurs,  9,463/. 

Beer  is  extensively  made  throughout  Mexico,  breweries  exist- 
ing at  the  Capital,  Orizaba,  Puebla,  Toluca,  Monterey,  Chihuahua, 
San  Luis  Potosi,  Hermosillo  and  at  other  places.  Some  of  these 
beers  are  very  good,  especially  that  made  at  TolUca. 

Ginger  ale  is  made  at  Puebla  and  put  into  bottles  to  imitate  a 
Belfast  make,  the  label  being  imitated  very  closely.  Alcohols 
and  spirituous  drinks  are  made  in  nearly  every  State  in  the 
Mexican  Union,  there  being  altogether  2,211  factories  in  the 
Eepublic,  with  2,795  stills  having  an  aggregate  capacity  for 
290,802  gallons.  A  kind  of  rum  is  produced  from  the  sugar-cane ; 
tiie  alcohol  produced  from  this  last  source  during  the  12  months 
ended  June  30,  1899,  came  to  5,988,323  gallons. 

The  maguey  or  agave  plant  produced  1,901,895  gallons  of 
tequila  or  mescal,  778.373  gallons  of  alcohol  being  made  from 
other  sources,  such  as  grapes,  grain,  &c.  These  manufactures  show 
a  total  increase  of  about  1,500,000  gallons  as  compared  with  the 
production  of  the  previous  year ;  this  increase  was  due  to  alcohol 
produced  from  the  sugar-cane,  there  being  a  decided  decrease  in 
that  made  from  the  agave  plant. 

There  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  chemical  oraneh  of  the  import  Ohftuicala. 
trade.     In   1897   the  imports    under    this    head    amounted    to 
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344,809^. ;  in  1898  to  376,615Z. ;  in  1899  they  reached  415,681/., 
this  increase  being  39,066/.  for  1899  and  31,806/.  in  1898. 
pMnto.  Under   the   nomenclature  of    paints   are   included  varnishes. 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  within  the  last  year  by  English 
manufacturers  and  export  firms  to  deal  direct  with  consumers  in 
this  country,  and  to  establish  aj^encies  in  Mexico  City.  One 
London  firm  sent  out  a  special  representative  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  as  a  result  of  his  enquiries  decided  it  was  not  expe- 
dient to  do  so.  Firms  at  present  dealing  in  these  goods  in 
Mexico  do  not  care  to  accept  an  agency.  The  only  suggestion  I 
have  to  make  is,  that  should  a  firm  decide  that  it  would  be 
profitable  to  extend  their  business  here,  the  best  way  to  do  so  would 
be  to  open  a  branch  in  this  country  under  the  management  of  a 
competent  person  knowing  the  trade  and  the  mannei-s  and  customs 
of  the  people  of  this  part  of  the  world. 

During  the  12  months  ended  June  30,  1899,  the  importations 
of  paints  and  varnishes  were  : — 


Articles. 

Country. 

Quantity. 

Invoiced 
at- 

'      Kilos 

^ 

Paiuts         

United  Kingdom 

..,    149,716 

3,598 

United  States 

•  . .  .    684,229 

17,180 

Grermany 

..i    613,940 

34,980 

Belgium 

. .      105,994 

2,100 

France 

. .  ,    162,958 

8,508 

k 

India 

1,486 

52 

Other  countries 

25,846 

2,542 

VarnisheB 

United  Kingdom     . . 

1,959 

245 

United  States 

..      184,730 

9,988 

Germ  an  y 

3,459 

278 

France 

7,237 

731 

Other  countries 

2,597 

360 

England  is  the 'principal  exporter  to  Mexico  of  arsenical  acid, 
cloth  dressing,  carbonate  of  soda,  cyanides,  chlorates  of  potash  and 
soda,  chloroform,  chlorates  of  lime,  zinc  and  phosphorus,  perman- 
ganate of  potash,  caustic  soda  and  sulphate  of  soda. 

The  United  States  send  principally  hydrochloric,  phenic  and 
sulphuric  acids,  spirits  of  wine,  methylated  spirits,  antiseptic 
cottons,  sugar  of  milk,  pitch,  collodion,  chlorate  of  gold,  creoline, 
calcium,  carbide,  sulphates  of  copper,  iron,  ammonia,  lime,  soda 
and  carbon,  ether,  gums,  medicated  soaps,  nitrate  of  silver  and 
special  preparations  for  curing  leather. 

Germany  is  the  chief  exporter  of  aniline  acids  and  salts, 
acetates  of  aluminium,  ammonia,  lime,  copper,  iron,  lead  and  soda, 
nitric  and  oxalic  acids,  benzine,  chloral,  hyposulphate  of  soda, 
pepsine,  salts  of  strontium  and  barium,  and  nitrates  of  potash  and 
soda. 

France  supplies  aromatic  waters,  aromatic  and  medicated 
sugars,  capsules  for  putting  up  drugs,  extracts  from  medicinal 
woods,  quinines,  raw  tartar,  medicinal  wines,  iodine  and  iodoform. 
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Photographic  negative  plates  were  impoi'ted  from  the  United 
States,  England,  Germany,  France,  Italy  and  Spain,  the  largest 
quantity  coming  from  the  United  States  and  invoiced  at  5,670^., 
while  those  from  England  invoiced  at  267/.,  the  weight  in  the  first 
instance  being  48,188  kilos,  and  in  the  second  26,394  kilos. ;  in  the 
former  are  included  films,  those  from  England  being  entirely 
glass  plates. 

Drugs  for  medicinal  purposes  are  chiefly  imported  from  the 
United  States,  Germany  and  France. 

With  regard  to  the  other  articles  imported,  nothing  can  be  said  Other Mticles. 
with  advantage  to  British  trade ;  what  was  already  reported  last 
year  from  this  Consulate  need  not  be  repeated  here. 

In  the  interest  of  intending  exporters  to  Mexico,  it  may  Centres  of 
be  well  to  point  out  that  Mexico  City  is  not  the  only  trade  difitribution, 
centre  in  this  country.  Mexico  is  sparaely  populated  and  covers  a 
wide  area ;  Merida,  in  Yucatan,  is  the  centre  for  distribution  for 
the  south-east.  Mexico  City  for  the  south-west,  which  will  in- 
crease with  the  extension  of  the  Mexican  Southern  Railway ; 
Monterey  for  the  north-east;  Guadalajara  for  the  west;  and 
Chihuahua  and  Guaymas  for  the  north-west.  Some  of  the  ports 
on  the  Pacific  coast,  which  have  declined  in  importance  since  the 
introduction  of  railways,  such  as  Mazatlan,  Manzanillo,  Colima 
and  Acapulco,  may  regain  a  portion  of  their  old  trade  by  the  con- 
struction of  the  port  of  Salina  Cruz,  and  a  renewal  of  activity  all 
along  that  region,  from  the  frontier  of  Guatemala  to  California, 
may  be  expected. 

One  drawback  to  the  extension  of    trade   in   Mexico  is  the  Tax  on 
system  of  taxation  on  trade,  which  includes  taxes  on  commercial  commercial 
travellers ;  this  last  tax  is  levied  in  every  State,  and   differs  in  *'*^*^"- 
each.     Up  to  the  present  it  is  not  possible  to  pay.  one  tax  for  the 
whole  Eepublic,  as  each  State  collects  its  own  tax.     Besides  the 
tax,  the  commercial  traveller  has  to  comply  with   the  dilatory 
methods  of  doing  business   that  universally  prevail.     However, 
credit  is  fairly  good,  and  so  far  I  have  had  no  complaints  against 
native  Mexican  firms,  the  few  that  I  have  received  being  about 
small  businesses  in  the  hands  of  foreigners. 

Very  incomplete  statistics  as  to  shipping  are  pnxjurable.  Shipping. 
Annex  F  gives  the  total  shipping  of  Mexico  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1899.  In  the  report  for  the  present  year  I  shaU 
have  collected  sufficient  information  to  be  able  to  deal  fidly  with 
this,  our  first  national  industry ;  in  the  meantime,  the  following 
information  may  be  of  some  interest : — 

Freights  from  Liverpool  are  cheaper  than  from  New  York  to  Freights. 
Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  which  gives,  or  should  do  so,  an  advan- 
tage over  our  American  competitors.  As  an  instance  of  this,  a 
merchant  in  Mexico  City  requiring  a  particular  class  of  heavy 
machinery,  which  he  obtained  in  New  York,  and  not  being  pressed 
for  time  found  it  cheaper  to  send  the  goods  in  question  to  Liver- 
pool, and  from  there  back  again  across  the  Atlantic  to  Vera  Cruz. 
As  to  the  handling  of  goods  in  Mexican  ports,  I  am  told  that 
less  damage  is  done  by  the  stevedores  at  Tampico  than  at  Vera 
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Cruz.  An  importer  of  cotton  looms  has  informed  me  that  scarcely 
a  shipment  arrives  without  its  being  necessary  to  cable  for  the 
renewal  of  broken  parts. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Mexico  during  the  calendar 
years  1898  and  1899  to  the  principal  countries  were  :  — 


Value. 


Country. 


British  Empire  .. 

United  States     .. 

France 

(Torm'inv. . 

Spain 

<  )t.ht- r  countries  . . 

Total 


1898. 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

1,387,151 

971,096 

9,987,490 

10,478,189 

693,675 

560,333 

832,291 

345,097 

«9,357 

104,460 

901,649 

899,154 

13,871,513 


13,358,280 


NoTB. — There  were  no  exports  to  Canada. 


As   will   be   seen   by   reference   to  the   tables  at  the  end  of 
this   report,    the  greatest   falling-off  was   in    the  exportation   of 
minerals. 
Minerals.  for  the  last  year  and  a-half  there  has  been  a  marked  decrease 

ill  the  exportation  of  minerals  from  this  country,  especially  of 
silver,  but  recently,  that  is  to  say  during  July  of  the  present 
year  1900,  this  branch  of  the  export  trade  of  Mexico  has 
once  inoie  improved,  and  a  considerable  increase  is  looked 
forward  to. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1898-99  the  exportation  of  precious 
metals  amounted  to — 


Value. 


Gold- 
Ore  and  dust 
Coined,  Mexican 

„      foreign  . . 
Slimes 
Cyanides . . 
Sulphates 


Silver- 
Ores 

Mexican  dollars . . 
Foreign  coins 
Cyanides,  sulphates,  &c. 


Other  metals — 
Antimony 
Copper    . . 
Lead 

Zinc  ore  . . 
Other  minerals 


£ 

99,293 
21,242 
7,161 
734,776 
16.699 
12,297 


985,458 

1,411,693 

84,942 

4,245,975 


10,131 

413,561 

20 

84 

116,354 


Total. 


891,468 


6,728,068 


540,150 
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The  total  value  of  agricultural  produce  exported  during  the  Agricultural 
year  ended  June  30,  1899,  from  Mexico,  amounted  to  4,0S7,l66i.,  produce, 
the  principal  articles  being — 

Articles.  ,  Value. 


Henequen I  1,871,132 

Ixtle : .          . .  I  86,596 

Chicle          . .                                            . .  i  57,577 

Coffee           793,690 

Gtu-banzo  (chick-peas)      . .                     . .  ,  131,762 

Beans             82,113 

Leaf  tobacco          . .           251,560 

Cabinet  woods        . .          . .                     . .  |  186,997 

Dyewoods i  115.690 

Vanilla 128,305 


The  exportation  of  live-stock  from  Mexico,  which  trade  received  Cattle, 
its  first  great  impetus  upon  the  outbreak  of   the  revolution  in 
Cuba,    has    been   steadily   increasing     ever    since.     During    the 
year  ended   June   30,   1899.   the   exportations   under   this   head 
were: — 


Value. 


Donkeys  . . 
Horses     . . 
Sheep  and  goats 
Beef  cattle 
Mules 


The  exportation  of  raw  hides  was  valued  at  359,981/.  Hi^jg., 

The  total  value  of  manufactured  articles  exported  from  Mexico  Manufactured 
during   the  year  ended  June  30,  1899,   came   to   261,576/.,  ofartioles. 
which  89,470/.  were  cigars  and  cigarettes. 

In  a  report  on  sugar   for  1899-1900,   recently  issued   from  Agriculture, 
the  office  of  a  Mexican  agricultural  weekly,  "  The  Haciendado  8»gar- 
Mexicano,"  the  following  notice  occurs : — 

"Foreign  sugar  imported  into  Mexico  pays  15  c.  per  kilo., 

2'2  lbs.,  gross  weight. 
"  As  the  duty  can  be  considered  as  prohibitive,  it  offers  perfect 
security  to  cane  growers  and  sugar  manufacturers  in  the 
Eepublic,  that  they  will  never  be  molested  with  imported 
sugar,   as  the   above    duty   will   never  be    aboUshed    or 
reduced." 
The  above  is  t.n^  key  to  the  present  commercial  policy  of  this 
country.     As  regaras  sugar,  we  can  afiford  to  view  the  question 
with  complacency.     However,  this  policy  will  probably  be  carried 
into  effect  with  other  nascent  industries,  such  as  the  manufacture 
of  cotton,  woollen,  and  other  textile  piece-goods,  manufactures  of 
iroa  and  steel,  &c. 

(672)  B  4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


24  MEXICO. 

The  total  output  of  sugar  in  Mexico  in  1899  is  estimated  hj 
the  "Haciendado  Mexicano"  at  150,000  tons,  which  includes 
pih)ncillo  or  raw  sugar,  the  proportion  of  the  refined  article  being 
about  50,670  tons. 

Within  the  present  year  the  first  two  "  Centrals  "  have  been 
built,  and  are  each  capable  of  crushing  about  <iOO  tons  of  cane  a 
day.  One  of  these  is  near  Tampico,  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz, 
on  the  Panuco  River,  the  other  more  to  the  south.  The  machinery 
for  both  these  came  from  the  United  States,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  specialities  from  Ontario,  Canada. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  find  out  why  there  seems  at  present  to 
be  a  decided  preference  in  this  countiy  for  American  sugar 
machinery.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  in  Cuba  and  other  cane-sugar 
countries  that  the  best  of  this  machinery  comes  from  London  or 
Glas^i;uw.  If  it  is  not  superior  quality,  neither  is  it  cheapness  of 
freights,  {is  we  have  seen  elsewhere  that  these  are  in  our  favour. 
As  to  prices,  if  there  is  any  difference  it  is  not  very  perceptible. 
There  must  be,  therefore,  another  cause.  The  enquiries  I  have 
made  to  cle.ar  up  this  point  have  not  been  very  satisfactory ;  one 
is  that  in  Mexico  it  is  only  in  the  last  few  years  that  modem 
appliances  are  being  used,  and  that  the  Americans  are  first  in 
the  field,  and  guarantee  quicker  delivery  than  British  firms  are 
able  to  do. 

The  sugar  district  in  Mexico  is  extensive,  and  extends  to  most 
of  the  States;  in  Morelos  in  1898-99  there  were  30  haciendas, 
having  an  output  of  2,149,326  arrobas,  or  21,494  metric  tons  of 
sugar.  In  every  State  in  the  Union,  besides  defecators  and 
centrifugals,  vacuum  and  the  old  Jamaican  pans  are  in  use. 
Cattl«.  Grazing  and  cattle  breeding  are  the  chief  sources  of  agricultural 

wealth  in  this  country ;  it  requires  large  capital  to  carry  them 
on  successfully,  and  correct  data  upon  this  important  subject  is 
very  meagre.  Mule  breeding  in  the  central  States  suffered  con- 
siderably some  year  or  two  ago  owing  to  the  death  of  nearly  all 
the  brood  mares.  At  present  the  price  of  good  draught  mules  is 
about  70  dol.  Mexican  a-piece,  having  risen  from  35  to  40  doL, 
which  was  the  usual  figure.  As  regards  cattle  disease,  which 
seems  fairly  prevalent  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  no  information  is 
to  be  had,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  respecting  the  loss  from  the 
prolonged  droughts  in  the  central  and  northern  grazing  districts. 

In   my   opinion   the   agricultural   wealth   of    Mexico,    while 
undoubted,   has   been    very  greatly  exaggerated,    and   intending 
investors   should   be  warned   to  pay  but  little  attention  to  the 
highly-coloured  pamphlets  issued  by  interested  parties. 
Ra(ilw©T*.  E^ilway  construction  goes  on  apace.     In  the  State  of  Vera 

Cruz  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Pacific  is  going  southward  from  Cordoba. 
This  line  has  to  contend  with  many  difficulties,  not  the  least  of 
which  is  the  labour  question.  A  recent  attempt  at  imported 
Italian  labour  proved  a  disastrous  failure. 

The  Mexican  Central  is  building  beyond  Ameca  towards  the 
coast.  The  Cuemavaca  and  Pacific  has  crossed  the  Eio  Balsas, 
and  is  endeavouring  to  reach  Acapulco.     The  Mexican  Southern 
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is  being  extended  south  from  Oaxaca.  From  Chihuahua  another 
line  has  been  begun  to  ultimately  reach  the  Pacific  coast.  The 
National  are  building  from  Patzcuaro  west  towards  Colinia. 
All  these  lines  experience  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  the 
difficulty  in  crossing  the  Sierra  Madre  Mountains,  and  all  suffer 
ecjually  from  the  want  of  proper  labour. 

The  Mexican  labouring  class,  or  peones,  seem  to  have  a  rooted  Lsbmur. 
distaste  for  railroad  construction  work.  The  Mexican  working 
man,  who  makes  an  excellent  cowboy,  miner,  or  even  a  fair  hand 
in  a  factory,  does  not  come  out  at  his  best  in  building,  either  as  a 
house  mason  or  a  navvy,  and  indeed,  in  the  hot  lauds,  planters  all 
agree  in  the  extreme  difficulty  of  finding  hands  to  work  on  the 
plantations.  These  facts  have  created  a  demand  for  foreign 
labour.  Cliinese  in  vast  numbers  anive  and  are  well  received ; 
Mexico  having  recently  concluded  a  treaty  of  friendship  and 
commerce  with  China,  gives  Chinese  the  same  privileges 
accorded  to  other  foreigners. 

The  Mexican  Centi-al  Kailway  have  been  in  the  habit,  recently, 
of  obtaining  negro  labourers  from  the  Bahamas  and  other  West 
Indian  islands ;  they  have  proved  very  satisfactory,  but  have 
aroused  the  enmity  of  the  lower  orders  of  Mexicans  in  the 
neighbourhood  and  where  they  are  at  work,  culminating  in  a 
serious  riot  at  iJofia  Cecilia  on  June  30  last. 

I  liave  found  it  impossible  to  deal  with  a  numl)er  of  subjects  Ooncsiading 
in  the  present  report.     The  most  important  of  these  is  mining.  i«n»rki. 
A  large  amount  of  British  capital  is  invested  in  Mexican  mines, 
which  offer  a  market  for  machinery  of  all  kinds. 

Mexico  is  the  country  for  the  capitalist  in  search  of 
investment ;  it  is  certainly  the  worst  country  for  a  young  man  to 
come  to  in  search  of  employment.  Wages  are  low,  the  cost  of 
living  for  a  European  is  expensive  ;  in  fact,  it  is  a  most  undesira- 
ble place  for  those  not  blessed  with  steady  employment  or  large 
capital.  These  remarks  do  not  apply  to  skilled  labour  that  comes 
to  this  country  to  fulfil  a  contract  at  a  fixed  wage  decided  upon 
beforehand ;  but  what  I  want  to  insist  upon  is  the  foolishness  of 
young  men  of  the  clerk  or  aitisan  class  in  coming  out  here  with 
nothing  better  than  the  hopes  of  getting  employment  when  they 
reach  tliis  country.  There  is  not  the  slightest  chance  of  their 
being  successful. 

Practically  all  the  trade  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  BunneM 
Mexico  is  carried  on  by  means  of  agents.     There  are,  of  course,  ™«**\<^  ^^^ 
exceptions,  but  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  we  can  increase  the  ^P*"**^* 
volume  of  our  trade,  unless  we   change   our  methods  of   doing 
business  witli  this  country.    I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  altering  the  present  system,  and  of  the  reluctance 
any  large  British  concern  would  have  to  submitting  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Mexican  Commercial  Code.     These  and  the  classifica- 
tion of  the  Mexican  custonjs  tariff  are  the  greatest  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  developing  trade,  and  it  is  because  of  these  difficulties 
that  up  to  the  present  no  new  English  house  haa  come  to  replace 
those  who  have  gone  out  of  business. 
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I  should  like  to  see  the  trade  between  Mexico  and  Canada 
increase  ;  now  that  good  ports  are  being  built  at  Coatzacoalcos 
and  Salina  Cruz,  I  should  be  inclined  to  think  that  a  line  of 
steamers  from  the  St.  Lawrence,  touching  at  one  American  port, 
to  the  West  Indies  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  would  not  only  pay 
well,  but  would  permit  of  Canada  having  her  full  share  of  the 
trade  of  this  country. 

Tampico. 


Lntvodnofcory. 


Imports  and 
exports. 


Importf. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Grifl&th  reports  as  follows  : — 

Tampico  being  principally  a  port  of  transit,  any  statistics 
quoted  as  to  imports  and  exports  apply  more  especially  to  the 
trade  o!  the  Eepublic  at  large  rather  than  to  that  of  this  district 
in  pariicular ;  but,  in  a  general  way,  it  can  be  affirmed  that  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  Tampico  have  increased  pari  passu  with 
the  progress  and  development  of  the  country.  Business  in  all  its 
branches  was  remarkably  good  during  the  year  1899,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  of  continued  prosperity.  A  noticeable  feature  has 
been  the  large  increase  of  commission  houses. 

The  value  of  the  imports  at  Tampico  during  the  year  1899  rose 
to  1,789,955^.  from  1,451,408Z.  in  1898,  being  an  increase  of  338,547/. 
The  exports  increased  in  value  from  3,794,254/.  in  1898  to 
4,089,938/.  in  1899,  showing  an  increase  of  295.682/. 

Among  the  articles  of  import,  coal  and  coke  continue  to 
show  a  steady  increase,  as  the  following  table,  giving  the  amounts 
in  tons  of  2,240  lbs.  imported  during  the  last  four  years,  will 
show: — 


Quantity  in  Tons  of  2,240  Lbs 


1896 


Coal 
Coke 


.  I        58,685 
j        75,456 


1897. 


158,244 
96,332 


1898. 

148,126 
80,574 


1899. 

2-26,782 
87,572 


Export!. 


Sliipping  and 
naTif^fion. 


To  the  chief  articles  of  export,  such  as  silver-lead  bullion, 
fustic,  honey,  ixtle,  and  cattle,  must  be  added  oil-cake,  which 
is  shipped  to  Liverpool.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  war 
in  Cuba  the  shipments  of  cattle  from  Tampico,  which  had 
ceased  upon  the  declaration  of  the  blockade  of  the  Cuban  ports, 
were  resumed  early  in  1899,  and  large  quantities  have  been  sent 
from  here  to  that  island. 

During  1899  there  entered  this  port  436  vessels  measuring 
583.135  tons,  of  which  162  vessels  were  British  measuring 
281,860  tons. 

American  shipping  nas  greatly  fallen  off,  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  vessels  of  the  Ward  Line  were  chartered  by  the  United  States 
Government  during  the  late  war  with  Spain,  and  their  places  have 
not  yet  been  filled. 
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In  tlie  above  total  of  vessels  entered  during  the  year  are 
included  78  vessels  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  measuring 
26,700  tons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels 
entered  at  this  port  during  the  last  10  years: — 


Year. 


1890 
1S91 
1892 
1893 
1S94 
\  1895 
lH9f> 
1897 
1898 
1899 


Number  of 
VeBielB. 


141 
166 
225 
238 
357 
375 
422 
-185 
428 
43() 


Tonnuge. 


154.G55 
223,991 
312,483 
327,^^84 
451,237 
511,518 
593,461 
663,355 
527,524 
583,135 


The  health  of  the  port  during  the  year  was  good,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  there  was  a  single  case  of  yellow  fever.  The  deaths 
fi-om  all  causes  were  1,000  and  the  births  365.  In  1898  the  deaths 
were  1,549  and  the  births  342.  The  large  mortidity  in  1898  was 
due  to  an  ei)idemic  of  yellow  fever. 

In  April,  1899,  the  Mexican  Central  liailway  Company,  sadly 
tried  by  the  dearth  of  labourers,  imported  300  negroes  from 
Great  Inagua,  one  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  to  work  on  the  wharves 
and  to  discharge  their  coal  ships.  They  were  hired  for  one  year 
at  16  dol.  (United  States  curret>cy)  per  month,  10  c.  gold  per  hour 
for  overtime,  and  1  dol.  gold  per  day  for  working  on  Sundays. 
They  were  to  receive  board  and  lodging  free  and  to  be  returned  to 
the  Island  at  the  expiration  of  their  eontmcts  at  the  Kailway 
Company's  expense.  After  a  year's  experience  these  men,  all 
able-bodied,  have  proved  to  be  fairly  industrious  and  reasonably 
peaceable.  The  experiment  has  been  successful,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  Railway  Company  will  continue  to  use  this  class  of 
labour. 

The  tiscal  wharf  ot!  the  town  of  Tampico,  which  was  destroyed 
by  tire  in  1898,  has  not  yet  been  rebuilt.  Material  for  its  con- 
stniccion  is  now,  however,  arriving,  and  it  will  probably  be  com- 
pleted before  the  end  of  1901.  It  will  be  about  2,800  feet  long 
with  a  varying  width  of  from  50  to  250  feet. 

The  Mexican  Centml  Railway  Company,  in  (jrder  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  constantly  increasing  traffic,  extended  their 
wharves  at  Dona  Cecilia  and  Talleres  several  hundred  feet.  The 
extension,  however,  has  helped  matters  but  little,  and  vessels  are 
often  compelled  to  lie  in  the  stream  waiting  for  berths. 

The  new  custom-house  at  Tampico,  which  is  of  solid  construc- 
tion and  fireproof,  is  virtually  completed  and  will  be  occupied 
next  month.  It  is  1,000  feet  hi  length  hy  150  feet  wide,  and  is 
one  of  the  finest  buildings  of  its  kind  on  this  Continent. 


Population 
ana 

industries. 
PubUo  health. 


Labour. 


Public  works. 
Fiscal  wharf. 


Central 
Bailway 
Company's 
wharres. 


Custom- 
house. 
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Jettie 


Wfttor 
•upply. 


Eleotm 
light. 


The  north  jetty,  which  had  been  damaged  at  its  extremity  by 
the  force  of  the  *'  Northers/'  has  now  been  i*epaired.  The  least 
depth  of  water  at  mean  high  tide  on  the  bar  or  in  the  river 
channel  is  27  feet  2  inches,  and  vessels  drawing  25  feet  can  now 
enter  the  river  with  safety. 

For  the  past  four  months  engineers,  sent  by  an  English  firm 
at  the  invitation  of  the  Federal  Government,  have  been  making 
surveys  and  plans  of  Tampico  and  the  surrounding:  country  with 
a  view  to  supplying  the  town  with  drinking  water  and  a  complete 
system  of  sewerage.  Should  these  works  be  carried  out — and 
there  is  every  probability  that  they  will  be — there  will  be  an  excel- 
lent opening  for  good  plumbers.  At  present  tliere  is  no  plumbing 
establishment  nor  is  there  a  good  plumber  in  the  port. 

The  company  wliich  has  the  concession  for  lighting  the  city 
is  now  putting  in  machinery  to  supply  the  incandescent  light  to 
private  dwellings.  The  Government  is  building  its  own  power- 
house for  the  lighting  of  the  custom-house  and  wharf. 


Monterey.    . 


Introdnctorj. 


Trade  and 
comraeroo. 

Mining 
tooU. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Middleton  reports  as  follows  : — 

All  branches  of  trade  have  shown  an  increase  during  the  past 
year.  Mining  and  smelting  industries  have  received  great  impetus, 
and  both  smelting  plants  in  this  city  have  nearly  doubled  their 
capacity  for  the  treatment  of  ores.  Large  works  for  the  manu- 
facture of  articles  of  tin  and  sheet-iron  are  in  course  of  erection, 
and  a  glass  factory  will  soon  be.  established,  while  a  large  iron  and 
steel  plai\t  with  a  capital  of  10,000,000  dol.  is  contemplated  as 
one  of  the  manufacturing  industries  of  Monterey. 

Agriculture  has  received  a  stimulus  by  the  influx  of  farmers 
from  the  United  States,  who  are  introducing  modern  machinery 
for  the  sowing  and  gathering  of  their  crops. 

Cattle  throughout  the  State  have  been  unusually  free  from 
epidemics  and  diseases  of  all  kinds,  while  large  transactions  have 
taken  place  by  cattle-breeders  throughout  the  whole  of  Northern 
Mexico.  ' 

Bailroads  have  done  increased  business,  especially  in  lumber, 
agricultural  and  mining  machinery,  and  ore. 

Banking  capital  has  been  increased  by  3,000,000  dol.,  while 
substantial  additions  have  been  made  to  several  manufacturing 
plants  throughout  the  State. 

Work  on  the  water  and  sewerage  system  has  commenced,  and 
a  project  is  on  foot  for  the  conversion  of  the  sti-eet  car  system 
from  flniTTiAl  traction  into  electric  motors. 

Trade  in  American  manufactured  articles  is  increasing  far  more 
rapidly  than  that  in  English  goods.  As  no  house  here  canies  a 
complete  line  of  such,  articles  as  mining  and  milling  machinery, 
gteel,  iron  (plain  and  corrugated),  iron-piping,  shovels,  &c.,  these 
are  very  often  needed  quickly,  and  have  to  be  supplied  on  "  rush 
orders."    These  orders  are  almost  always  shipped  from  the  United 
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States  before  the  order  could  have  reached  the  English  liouse. 
Mine-owners,  for  instance,  are  occasionally  in  urgent  need  of 
picks,  shovels,  ventilators,  &c.  The  cheaper  grade  of  American 
tools  is  nearly  always  to  be  had.  and  these  are  supplied  in  place  of 
the  better  quality  of  goods.  They  are,  however,  not  desirable 
either  to  the  mineowners  or  to  the  miners  themselves,  who 
are  fast  learning  the  advantages  of  good  material  over 
inferior.  Many  miners  are  paid  by  the  metre  of  work  done, 
and  not  by  the  day.  Such  workmen  speedily  find  out  that  they 
can  earn  more  with  hard  steel  than  with  a  bar  which  constantly 
requires  sharpening.  Consequently  they  complain  to  the  mine- 
owners,  and  these  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  supply  better 
tools. 

Monterey  is  a  large  mining  and  manufacturing  centre,  but  the 
supply  of  mining  and  manufacturing,'  tools  is  singularly  deficient. 
The  remedy,  which  has  been  repeatedly  suggested,  is  that  several 
wholesale  houses  in  England  should  combine  to  establish  a  general 
warehouse  in  a  central  locality,  which  would  be  well  supplied 
with  all  such  articles  as  are  required  io  mining,  agriculture, 
smelting,  manufacturing,  &c.,  under  the  mana,i,'ement  of  a  com- 
petent man  having  had  special  experience  in  these  lines.  Until 
some  such  method  be  adopted  it  will  be  difficult  for  English  houses 
to  compete  with  American,  and  the  difi'erence  in  trade,  which 
every  year  seems  greater  in  favour  of  the  United  States,  will  continue 
to  increase.  The  capital  thus  invested  would  not  fail  to  bring 
good  returns,  but  the  management  must  be  competent  to  know 
what  articles  are  specially  in  demand,  and  what  actual  advantages 
over  other  foreign  manufactures  can  be  proved  to  purchasers. 
At  present  the  trade  in  hardware  is  exclusively  in  the  hands  of 
the  Germans,  and  it  is  useless  for  English  firms  to  send  repre- 
sentatives here  to  push  their  manufactures  through  these  German 
houses.  They  buy  only  the  cheaper  grade  of  goods,  and  as  their 
profits  in  the  still  inferior  grade  of  German  goods  is  so  much 
greater,  the  sale  of  the  British  product  is  not  pushed,  but  such 
manufactures  are  merely  kept  as  a  reserve  for  those  who  should 
insist  on  getting  a  superior  article.  The  immense  increase  in 
mining  and  smelting  operations  opens  up  a  large  field  for  such 
Sfoods  as  are  essential  to  these  operations,  and  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  securing  at  least  a  share  of  the  trade. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  many  British  firms  continue  to 
be  represented  by  foreigners  as  travelling  salesmen.  Of  these, 
(irermans  seem  to  predominate.  These  sometimes  represent  more 
than  one  firm,  and  not  unusually  a  German  house  among  them. 
It  is  to  be  supposed  that  where  such  salesmen  come  in  contact 
with  the  numerous  German  houses  established  throughout  this 
country,  principally  in  the  hardware  lines,  preference  will  be  given 
to  the  sale  of  manufactures  of  that  nation.  Cannot  British  firms 
find  it  to  their  advantJtge  to  have  Britons  to  represent  them  in  the 
commercial  field  ? 

The  chief  industry  of  Monterey  is  smelting,  and  there  are  in  indufteiM. 
operation  two  large  smelters,  with  a  daily  capacity  of  3,000  tons. 
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Coke  for  smelting  purposes  is  imported  from  the  United  States 
and  from  Wales,  and  ores  are  brought  from  Duiango,  Coahuila, 
San  Luis  Potosi  and  Nuevo  Leon.  The  products  from  these  ores, 
which  are  chiefly  silver  and  lead,  are  exported  in  the  form  of  base 
bullion,  in  bars  weighing  about  100  lbs.  each.  This  bullion  is  shipped 
to  Newark,  New  Jersey,  to  be  refined,  the  silver  being  disposed  of 
in  the  United  States,  and  the  lead  in  some  instances  being  sent  to 
England.  However,  one  of  the  smelting  plants  of  this  city  is 
erecting  a  refinery  for  the  treatment  of  its  own  products.  This 
refinery  wiU  cost,  when  completed,  about  500,000  doL,  the  entire 
machinery  for  same  being  imported  from  the  United  States.  It 
is  telieved  that  a  sufficient  market  exists  in  this  country  for  lead 
for  the  manufacture  of  pipes,  sheet-lead,  &c.  Necessity  still  exists 
for  more  smelting  facilities  as  the  output  of  ore  is  increasing  to 
an  enormous  extent.  Miners  are  at  the  mercy  of  smelters  who 
pay  a  small  price  lor  the  contents  of  the  ore.  Smelting  profits  are 
therefore  correspondingly  large,  and  those  miners  whose  properties 
warrant  it  are  constructing  smelting  plants  for  the  treatment  of 
their  own  ores.  There  are  several  cotton  mills  throughout  the 
State,  in  which  are  manufactured  common  cotton  cloth  or  manta, 
but  no  fine  product  is  made.  The  entire  machinery  in  these  mills 
is  imported  from  Manchester,  England.  There  are  also  print 
mills  which  manufacture  a  better  grade  of  goods,  used  by  the 
middle  classes  to  a  great  extent.  A  factory  for  the  manufacture 
of  articles  of  tin  and  sheet-iron,  which  has  up  to  the  present 
existed  on  a  small  scale,  is  being  reconstructed  for  the  manufacture 
of  all  articles  of  this  class.  Tv;^o  wire  nail  factories  are  in  constant 
operation,  suj^plying  wire  nails  for  the  whole  Republic.  The  wire 
is  imported  from  Germany,  and  the  machinery  in  the  factory  is 
of  American  make.  A  soap  factory  turns  out  inferior  soap  used 
for  rough  work.  The  product  is  made  from  cotton-seed  oU 
imported  from  Texas,  and  in  a  smaller  quantity,  from  Northern 
Mexico.  No  fine  soaps  are  made  in  this  district.  Several  flour 
mills  exist  in  the  State,  and  owing  to  the  increase  of  the  production 
of  wheat  these  factories  are  on  the  increase.  Salt-making  is  a 
new  industry  in  the  State.  For  some  years  it  has  been  known 
that  salt  water  deposits  existed  in  the  north-eastern  part  of  the 
State,  but  several  experiments  resulted  in  failure,  owing  to  the 
insufficient  supply  of  water  and  the  weakness  of  the  brine. 
Within  the  last  18  months,  one  concern  has  secured  an  apparently 
unlimited  supply  of  brine  of  18  per  cent,  strength,  and  is  now 
successfully  making  a  very  fine  quality  of  salt,  by  solar  evaporation. 
This  concern  contemplates  adding  the  artificial  process  during  the 
present  year,  and  thereby  largely  increase  their  output.  There  is 
a  very  large  demand  all  over  the  Republic  for  good  salt,  and  nearly 
all  heretofore  made  has  been  of  inferior  quality,  and  even  that  in 
insufficient  quantity  to  meet  the  ever-increasing  demand.  This 
industry  appears  to  be  capable  of  unlimited  extension,  as  the 
market  for  the  product  is  great  and  there  is  a  protective  duty  of 
20  dol.  per  ton. 

It  is  expected  that  the  manufacturing  industries  of  tliis  city 
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will  receive  within  the  present  year  a  considerable  addition  to 
their  number  by  the  erection  of  a  large  iron  and  steel  manufac- 
turing plant.  The  object  of  this  will  be  to  treat  the  iron  ores 
found  in  large  quantities  throughout  the  northern  part  of  this 
State.  It  will  begin  operations  with  three  furnaces  of  large 
capacity.  The  coal  required  for  fuel  will  be  obtained  from  the 
northern  part  of  the  State  of  Coahuila.  Notwithstanding  the  dis- 
tance which  the  fuel  and  ore  have  to  be  transported,  the  t)ro- 
moters  are  satisfied  that  the  large  profits  from  the  manufactured 
product  will  admit  of  the  heavy  transport  charges.  Rails,  mining 
machinery,  locomotives,  agricultural  machinery,  bridges  and  iron 
for  buildings  are  among  the  articles  intended  to  be  manufaxjtured. 
It  is  proposed  to  bring  trained  workmen  from  the  iron  and  steel 
works  of  England,  but  nearly  all  of  the  machinery  necessary  for 
the  plant  will  be  imported  from  the  United  States.  Preliminary 
work  has  been  commenced  but  is  making  very  slow  progress. 
Such  an  institution  would  be  of  immense  benefit  to  the  country 
at  large,  indicating  as  it  does  the  desire  tor  permanent  improve- 
ments in  construction  of  buildings,  roads,  and  niachiner}\ 

Besides  the  brick  manufactured  for  the  building  of  houses,  a 
fair  vitrified  brick  is  now  being  manufactured  in  Monterey  for 
the  paving  of  the  streets.  The  clay  is  used  to  make  sewer  pipes. 
The  <iuality  of  the  clay  is  good,  and  the  manufactured  article  is 
in  great  demand  over  Mexico,  and  even  in  the  southern  districts 
of  the  United  States.  Tt  is  largely  employed  in  building  over  the 
whole  Re|)ublic,  and  is  taking  the  place  to  a  great  extent  of  the 
stone  heietofore  used  for  the  construction  of  houses. 

The  brewing  of  beer  has  made  considerable  progress  during 
the  past  year,  tlie  increase  of  the  total  annual  output  of  the 
Monterey  Brewery  being  300,000  barrels  or  nearly  10,000,000 
gallons,  and  the  capacity  of  the  ice  plant  200,000  tons.  The 
local  consumption  of  beer  is  on  the  increase  as  the  large  output 
from  home  breweries  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  imported  beer 
used  amply  testify.  The  Monterey  Brewery,  since  its  erection  in 
189cJ,  has  increased  its  capacity  to  eight  times  the  original  size. 
Malt  and  hops  for  the  manufacture  of  beer  are  imported 
chiefly  from  (lermnny,  and  the  l)ottles  come  from  the  same 
country. 

Mineral  water  factories  have  also  increased  their  production. 
The  sxdphuroua  \^ater8  of  Topo  Chico  have  been  aerated  and 
bottled,  and  are  now  in  gi^eat  demand,  especially  in  the  summer 
months.  Other  less  important  aerated- water  l)Ottlin.i>  works  have 
been  established  in  the  city. 

The  Electiic  Light  Company  of  Monterey  has  increased  its 
capacity  during  the  p€ist  year,  inaugurating  a  day  service  of 
electricity  which  'vill  enable  suljscribers  to  utilise  the  current 
for  workshops,  cooking  purposes,  ventilating  as  well  as  lighting. 
The  value  of  the  electric  plant  has  been  increased  during  the  past 
year  over  40,000  dol.,  and  furtlier  additions  are  amtemplated. 
The  capacity  of  engines  and  boilers  has  increased  from  300  to 
750   horse-power,  and  the  number  of  incandescent   lights  from 
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3,300  to  7,800.  40  additional  miles  of  wiiing  have  been  laid,  and 
this  is  being  continually  increased.  The  systems  in  use  are  the 
General  Electric  and  Warren-Medbury,  the  whole  plant,  wires, 
lights,  &c.,  having  been  imported  from  the  United  States. 
Acetylene  gas  is  being  introduced,  but  so  far  has  met  with 
limited  success.  The  gas  generators  are  manufactured  by  a 
local  company,  and  the  carbide  for  the  manufacture  of  the  gas 
is  obtained  exclusively  from  the  United  States,  imported  with  a 
duty  of  6  c.  per  kilo. 

Monterey  as  a  mining,  smelting,  and  manufacturing  centre  is 
growing  in  importance  every  day.  A  number  of  factories,  large 
and  small,  have  been  added  during  the  past  year,  and  others  of 
considerable  dimensions  are  contemplated.  A  concession  for  the 
establishment  of  a  glass  and  bottle  factory  has  been  granted  by  the 
State  Government,  and  a  company  is  about  to  be  formed  with  a 
capital  of  400,000  dol.  Vitreous  articles  ol  all  kinds,  but  particu- 
larly sheet-glass  and  common  bottles  will  be  manufactured.  The 
sand  is  found  in  the  neighbourhood  in  considerable  quantity,  and 
is  said  to  be  of  a  quality  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  these 
articles.  Common  bottles,  for  which  there  is  a  large  demand  are 
imported  mostly  from  Germany.  Among  other  concessions 
granted  by  the  State  Government  are  factories  for  the  manufacture 
of  articles  of  decorative  art ;  factories  for  coaches,  carts,  and 
harness ;  factory  for  rubber  tyres ;  woollen  mills ;  mills  for 
wheat  and  sugar ;  and  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  clothing. 

There  is  a  steadily  iucreasing  demand  for  good  steel  hoes 
(azadones),  octagonal  steel  bars,  steel  shovels,  steel  cables,  steel 
rails,  electric  and  telegraph  wires,  firebrick,  cast-iron  pipes,  Port- 
land and  Roman  cement,  carbide  for  the  manufacture  of  acetylene 
gas,  barbed  wire  fencing,  typewriters,  leather  belting,  paints  (dry 
and  ready  mixed),  hand  and  steam  pumps,  caustic  soda,  china  and 
porcelain  ware,  windmills,  chemical  preparations,  liqueurs,  horse- 
shoes and  carpets. 

The  principal  streets  within  the  city  limits  of  Monterey  have 
been  laid  with  brick  of  local  manufacture,  and  all  the  pavements 
with  cement  imported  from  the  United  States.  Side  streets  are 
being  laid  with  slag,  the  refuse  of  the  ore  smelters,  which  makes 
a  good  buc  not  lasting  bed  after  being  thoroughly  rolled,  but  the 
method  of  properly  applying  this  has  not  been  learned,  nor  the 
grading,  and  the  road  surfaces  are  constantly  in  need  of  repair. 
With  the  improved  conditions  of  the  public  streets,  the  number 
of  private  vehicles  has  greatly  increased.  Carriages  of  modem 
design  are  being  purchased  by  prominent  citizens,  but  automobiles 
are  still  unknown  in  this  community.  The  State  House  is  being 
pushed  forward  towards  completion.  It  is  being  built  of  the 
species  of  limestone  found  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  faced  with 
a  sandstone  brought  from  the  State  of  San  Luis  Potosi.  It  will  in 
every  way  be  suited  to  the  requirements  of  the  State  Government, 
and  will  cost,  at  completion,  over  500,000  dol.,  nearly  300,000  dol. 
of  which  have  been  spent  already.  The  furniture  will  be  supplied 
by  firms  in  the  UnitCKi  States.  The  State  House  is  expected  to  be 
open  for  official  purposes  about  the  end  of  the  year. 
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A  new  theatre,  constructed  of  red  pressed  brick  of  local  manu- 
facture, and  black  stone  taken  from  the  quarries  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  city,  has  completed  its  first  year  of  existence ;  it 
holds  1,500  persons,  and  cost  over  100,000  dol. 

New  public  baths  at  a  cost  of  50,000  dol.  have  been  com- 
pleted, built  of  pressed  brick  with  interior  of  wood,  conUiining 
modem  appliances  and  conveniences.  The  water  is  obtained  from 
perpetual  springs  which  rise  within  the  grounds,  and  is  very 
pure.  The  baths  are  centrally  located,  but  are  patronised  chiefly 
by  foreigners. 

Work  on  the  water  system  and  drainage  of  this  city  is  pro- 
gressing very  slowly,  and  has  not  yet  been  taken  seriously  in  hand, 
owing  to  financial  reasons. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Mexican  International  Eailroad  branch  BaQway 
from  Beata  to  Monterey,  a  distance  of  over  70  miles,  Monterey 
has  three  railroad  connections  with  the  United  States,  ^nd  one 
with  the  seaboard.  Of  these,  the  Mexican  National  is  a 
narrow  gauge  line,  while  the  International  and  Monterey  and 
Mexican  Gulf  are  standard  gauge.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore, 
that  Monterey  is  the  principal  distributing  point  from  which 
there  are  direct  communications  with  Tampico,  San  Luis  Potosi, 
Durango  and  Chihuahua,  and  a  number  of  less  important  inter- 
vening towns.  The  Monterey  and  Mexican  Gulf  Eailroad  con- 
tinues to  make  changes  of  importance,  especially  in  the  construc- 
tion of  iron  and  stone  bridges,  which  are  replacing  those  of  timber, 
that  had  existed  up  to  the  present  time.  These  bridges  are  of 
steel  and  iron  manufactured  in  Belgium.  The  permanent  way 
from  Monterey  to  the  Gulf  is  also  receiving  careful  attention, 
which  will  make  this  railroad,  although  short,  one  of  the  best 
in  the  Eepublic.  The  company  is  about  to  build  repair  shoi)S 
at  Monterey  for  the  reconstruction  of  locomotives  and  cars,  which 
is  expected  to  be  completed  in  the  autumn  of  the  present  year. 
The  International  Railroad,  connecting  Monterey  with  the  Southern 
Pacific  system,  having  only  recently  advanced  into  Monterey,  has  as 
yet  few  buildings  of  importance.  But  the  Mexican  National  Kail- 
road  is  about  to  erect  a  new  warehouse,  and  remodel  all  the  tracks 
in  the  yards,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  contemplated  building 
for  the  accommodation  of  locomotives  will  be  undertaken  during 
the  year.  The  small  suburban  railroad  from  Monterey  to  the 
Topo  Chico  Hot  Springs  anticipates  changing  its  motive  power 
from  mules  to  electricity.  The  Monterey  and  Mineral  Belt  Kail- 
road,  a  short  line  used  almost  exclusively  for  the  traffic  of  orer> 
from  the  mining  districts  around  Monterey  to  the  smelting  plants, 
quotes  increased  operations  during  the  past  year,  the  mining  in 
the  neighbourhood  having  greatly  increased  the  output  of  the  lead 
And  silver  ore. 

The  general  health  of  the  city  has  been  better  than  during  the  Public  health, 
previous  year,  there  having  been  no  epidemics  of  any  kind,  owing 
to  the  stringent  precautions  taken  by  the  State  and  city  authorities. 
Careful  investigations  were  made  into  the  cause  of  the  fever 
prevalent  here  in  October  and  November  of  1898,  not  only  by  the 
(672) 
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Board  of  Health  of  the  city,  but  by  a  cojnmission  specially 
appointed  by  the  Federal  Government  to  make  an  investigation. 
This  commission  made  a  close  study  of  the  cause  and  the  nature  of 
the  disease,  and  published  the  result  in  an  exhaustive  report.  This 
report  being  too  long  to  quote  at  length,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
state  that  the  question  of  whether  the  disease  was  yellow  fever  or 
enteric  fever  was  definitely  pronounced  in  favour  of  the  first 
named,  but  in  a  very  mild  form. 

Topo  Chico  Hot  Springs,  situated  some  five  miles  from  the 
oity,  are  rapidly  becoming  more  widely  known  as  a  health  resort. 
The  analysis  of  the  water,  one  imperial  gallon  of  which  eon- 
tains  15-187  grains  of  mineral  constituents,  shows  contents  as 
follows : — 


I 


Grains. 


Carbonated  salts — 

Iron  oxide  . .  . ,  . .  . .  ^  Q  '171 

Lime        :  3  '025 

Magnesia '  2'02L 

Muriatic  salts —  ' 

Lime         0-861 

Soda         i  3-987 

Mugnesia 0  058 

Sulphuric  salts —  ■ 

Soda         I  2-649 

Lime         2*201 

Magnesia..  ••  ..  ..  ...  0*204 

Silica  I  0-006 

Sub-phosphate  of  alumina  .  •  . .  0  '001 

Phosphate  of  soda. \  0  -003 


Total        16  187 


The  properties  of  this  water  are  pronounced  to  be  beneficial 
for  many  diseases.     Two  hotels  have  been  erected  at  Topo  Chico 
and  it  is  thought  that  with   more   rapid   transit,  the  number  of 
visitors  will  greatly  increase. 
Bankf.  The  list  of  banks  in  this  State  has  recently  been  augmented 

by  the  addition  of  the  Banco  Mercantile  de  Monterey,  with  a 
paid-up  capital  of  2,500,000  dol.,  mostly  local.  The  amount  of 
banking  now  available  in  this  State  (exclusive  of  that  of  private 
bankers,  money  lenders  and  co-operative  societies  which  may  be 
estimated  at  about  1,000,000  dol.  or  more)  is  10,000,000  dol.,  an 
increase  over  1898  of  about  3,500,000  dol. 

Trade  and  commerce,  however,  are  still  handicapped  by  lack 
of  capital,  and  especially  of  modern  banking  facilities.  The 
average  rate  for  six  months'  loans  is  8  per  cent  per  annum. 

Ensenada,  Lower  California. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Packard  reports  as  follows : — 
1nd%.  In .  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  1900,  duties   paid  on 

imports  into  the  district  of  this  Vice-Consulate   amounted   to 
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Vl,643  dol.  87  c.  Mexican  currency.  By  far  the  larger  portion  of 
the  duties  were  paid  on  feed-stuffs,  dry-goods  and  mining  machinery^ 
exclusively  of  American  manufacture. 

My  attention  has  been  called  by  the  Superintending  Consul  of 
my  district  to  the  position  of  British  Columbia  in  regard  ta 
supplying  the  trade  within  this  Vice-Consulate.  There  exists 
to-day  practically  no  trade  with  either  Great  Britain  direct,  or 
British  colonies.  There  is  no  reason  why  considerable  trade  should 
not  be  done  between  British  Columbia  and  the  port  of  Ensenada^ 
whicli  can  be  reached  by  way  of  San  Francisco  or  San  Diego. 

The  larger  industries  of  this  district,  other  than  agriculture 
and  raining,  consist  of  flour  milling  and  leather  tanning,  the  latter 
of  which  is  rapidly  increasing.  Wine-growing  is  being  pushed 
forward  in  this  district.  The  small  industries  consist  of  soap,, 
candle  and  match  making. 

By  reason  of  the  proximity  of  the  United  States  to  the 
northern  district  of  Lower  California  and  the  majority  of  the 
English-speaking  people  resident  within  this  district  being  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  all  mining  machinery  employed  is  of 
American  manufacture.  It  is,  therefore,  impossible  for  British 
makers  to  enter  this  field  unless  employing  the  United  States, 
standard  for  all  fittings,  pipe,  threads,  &c. 

Woollen  and  cotton  goods,  hardware,  china,  aerated  waters^ 
wines  and  whiskies,  glass  and  paper  of  all  description,  find  a  ready 
market.  British  manufacturers  should  be  able  to  compete  with 
the  present  source  of  supply.  It  has  been  more  than  once  brought 
to  my  notice  the  seeming  difficulty  in  obtaining  from  British 
manufacturers,  information  in  regard  to  their  prices,  conditions  of 
purchase,  shipping  facilities,  &c.,  whereas  American  houses  oii 
application  send  a  full  list  of  the  goods  which  they  have  to  sell, 
accompanied  in  a  great  number  of  cases  with  patterns,  samples, 
&c.,  and  give  the  intending  purchaser  all  the  necessary  informa- 
tion, so  as  to  enable  him  to  see  exactly  what  the  goods  will  cost 
delivered  in  his  town,  prices  generally  being  quoted  both  for  largo, 
and  small  quantities. 

British  tonnage   entered  and   cleared,  during  the   past  year,  shipping  and 
amounted  to  21,769  tons,  net  register.  navigation. 

There  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  mining  operations,  and  a  Population 
further  large   increase  can  be  looked   for.      The  northern   dis-  and 
trict  of  Lower  California  is  destined  to  be  a  large  producer  of  *°^"**'^'**- 
gold  and  offers  at  this   time   great   inducements  to  prospectors, 
l^rge  territories  of  the  district  are  at  present  totally  unknown. 
Month  by  month  a  greater  activity  is  shown  by  the  advent  of 
American  prospecting  parties.     It  seems  to  be  copper  to  which  the 
investing  capital  is  now  turning  its  attention.     There   are    some 
2,000  foreign  labourers — nearly  all  American — employed  in  the 
diatrict,  the  current  rate  of  wages  being  1  dol.  75  c.  Mexican 
money  per  shift  of  eight  hours. 

In  the  past  year  the  wheat  crop  in  the  district  has  proved  a  Agriculture. 
failure  from  lack  of  rainfall,  necessitating  the  importation  of  con- 
fiiderable  quantities  of  American-made  flour.      The  total  acreage 
(672^  c  2 
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under  corn  crops  within  the  district  amounts  to  slightly  over  14,000 
ucres.  Cattle  and  sheep  raising  is  carried  on  with  considerable 
success  by  those  engaged  in  it.  There  are  good  openings  for  dairy 
farmers  having  sufficient  capital  to  develop  water.  Butter,  eggs 
and  cheese  are  in  good  demand  and  imported  from  the  United 
States  in  large  quantities.  Vegetable-growing  is  profitable,  and  is 
■carried  on  almost  exclusively  by  Chinamen.  Agricultural  imple- 
ments and  machinery  are  all  imported  exclusively  from  the  United 
States.  Cattle  are  all  exported  to  the  United  States,  being  driven 
to  the  boundary  line.  The  present  price  of  stock  fit  to  kill  is 
4  c.  per  lb.  (American  money)  live  weight  at  the  point  of  delivery 
on  the  line.  Lands  for  grazing  purposes  can  be  rented,  and  are  in 
-considerable  demand  ;  a  great  number  of  the  cattle  raisers  in  the 
United  States  lease  lands  in  the  mountains  of  this  district  for  the 
summer  months ;  the  usual  rent  paid  is  1  dol.  Mexican  currency 
per  head  per  annum. 

Taxes  are  extremely  light.  Valuations  are  determined  by  a 
committee  specially  appointed,  the  tax-payer  being  granted  the 
right  to  appeal.  Land  taxes  are  payable  bi-monthly  in  advance, 
at  the  rate  of  9  per  mille,  which  amount  covers  all  live-stock  and 
improvements.  40  per  cent,  of  the  collected  taxes  are  for 
account  of  the  municipalities,  the  balance  being  paid  to  the  Federal 
Treasury. 

Mazatlan. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Henderson  reports  as  follows : — 
Poii.  Mazatlan  is  one  of  the  most  important  ports  on  the  Mexican 

Pacific  coast,  being  a  great  commercial  centre  and  distributing 
point. 
PopuUtion.  The    inhabitants    number,    roughly    speaking,   some    16,000, 

including  a  small  percentage  of  foreigners,  who  nevertheless 
control  a  considerable  portion  of  the  trade,  there  being  several 
powerful  Spanish  and  German  commercial  firms  carrying  heavy 
stocks  of  general  merchandise.  Here,  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
Eepublic,  Enulish  business  houses  are  few,  although  a  very  fair 
proportion  of  the  goods  held  are  of  British  origin,  especially  in 
cotton  prints  and  textiles.  Still,  with  competent  representatives 
BritLsh  trade  with  this  port  may  be  greatly  increased  as  in  the 
C€tses  of  German  and  American  manufacturers,  who  by  paying 
very  close  attention  to  the  actual  wants  of  this  market  have 
secured  a  strong  footing  here.  By  means  of  intelligent  travellers 
they  get  to  know  exactly  the  different  classes  of  goods  their 
customers  and  otiiers  demand,  and  will  make  them  specially  to 
order,  whereas  apparently  the  British  will  try  and  force  on  the 
consumers  the  article  it  suits  them  to  sell.  There  are,  however^ 
signs  that  British  merchants  are  becoming  alive  to  the  fact  that 
their  hitherto  conservative  methods  play  directly  into  the  hands  of 
their  rivals,  and  that  they  must  change  their  method  or  lose  the 
trade.  This  point  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  this  country  where. 
Although  the  English  goods  are  thought  highly  of,  and  consumerft 
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requiring  a  genuine  first-class  article  will  purcliaoe  them,  still  the 
great  majority  make  the  price  the  first  and  only  consideration. 

Eriglish  travellers  although  thoroughly  well  posted  as  to  their  Commerciftl 
respective  wares  aud  the  language  of  the  country,  do  not  in  my  traTellen. 
opinion  take  sufficiently  into  account  the  character  and  habits  of 
the  purchasers,  adopting  the  same  manner  of  hurrying  through 
their  business  as  they  would  elsewhere.  My  experience  is  that 
the  traveller  who  approaches  the  Mexican  buyer  in  a  more  leisurely 
way,  leading  gradually  up  to  the  business  in  hand,  and  studying 
the  convenience  of  each  customer,  gets  orders  where  the  man 
who  attempts  to  hurry  matters  loses  customers,  perhaps  per- 
manently. In  this  country  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  adapt  oneself  U)  the  habits  and  tastes  of  its  people 

WTiile  on  the  question  of  travellers  I  would  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  owing  to  the  heavy  tax  levied  in  Mazatlan  on 
all  travellers  for  the  privilege  of  selling  goods,  very  few  will 
now  even  open  their  samples  and  go  away  preferring  to  corresjjond 
with  their  customers  and  so  get  orders.  This  tax  ranges  from 
50  to  300  dol.  according  to  class  of  goods  sold.  On  Manchester 
goods  apparently  from  200  dol.  upwards  have  to  be  paid  by  the 
traveller. 

Until  British  manufacturers  establish  representation  in  the 
form  of  a  general  depot  with  stocks  of  each  different  wares  that 
find  a  market  here  or  in  some  other  way  bring  their  goods  directly 
l)efore  the  actual  consumers,  I  cannot  see  how  the  trade  is  to  receive 
impetus.  Under  the  present  system  the  consumers  are  more  or 
less  in  the  hands  of  the  several  large  wholesale  importers,  who 
force  on  them,  practically,  the  article  which  to  them  is  the  nioi-e 
lucrative,  and  at  equal  terms,  giving  their  own  country's  goods  of 
course  the  preference.  The  English  houses  sell  only  to  one  or  two 
of  ilie  best  houses  in  each  town  and  by  an  arrangement  of  mutual 
concessions,  agree  to  sell  to  nobody  else.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
tliis  system  could  in  many  instances  be  changed  with  great 
advantage  to  British  trade,  by  appointing  a  special  agent  and 
keeping  samples  always  available,  and  by  getting  the  goods  into 
the  hands  of  smaller  dealers  and  consumers. 

Mazatlan  can  boast  of  three  banks  (besides  which  several  of 
the  commercial  firms  have  banking  departments),  electric  li.^lit 
plant,  waterworks,  street  cars,  brewery  (which  competes  well  \\ith 
the  foreign  beers),  iron  foundry  with  all  the  most  modern  equip- 
ments, cotton,  ice,  match,  broom,  carriage,  cigar,  shoe,  and  soda- 
water  factories.  While  the  standard  of  living  is  somewhat  low, 
the  comparatively  high  contributions  levied  on  all  works,  manu- 
factories, and  on  agricultural  products  bar  the  way  to  a  great 
extent  for  all  except  those  having  plenty  of  capital,  but  matt-ors 
in  this  respect  are  improving  and  employment  for  greater  numbers 
of  people  is  now  being  found. 

The   steamers   of   the   Pacific   Mail   Company   which   ply  at  Commnnica- 
intervals  of  a  fortnight  between  San  Francisco  and  Panama,*^  call  'i^"*- 
at  this  port  both  ways,  and  the  Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Company 
run  boats  twice  monthly  from  San  Francisco  to  Mazatlan  calling 
also  at  the  Gulf  ports  and  Lower  California. 
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The  several  owners  of  the  small  coasting  steamers  which  have 
^)een  hitherto  riiniiing  in  opposition  have  amalgamated  their  forces 
^md  have  formed  a  new  company  which  takes  over  the  concessions 
and  Government  subsidies,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  men 
interested  in  nearly  all  the  commercial  houses  both  here  and  at  the 
various  other  ports  are  shareholders  in  this  company,  all  freight, 
•&C.,  is  naturally  diverted  their  way. 

The  Cosmos  Steamship  Company  of  Hamburg  have  within  the 
last  few  months  established  a  line  of  cargo  steamers  with  limited 
passenger  accommodation  to  run  from  Hamburg  viS  the  Sti-aits  of 
Magellan,  Chilian,  Peruvian,  Central  American,  and  Mexican  ports 
including  Mazatlan  to  San  Francisco.  Several  of  these  steamers 
which  average  about  3,000  tons  gross,  have  already  called  here 
And  the  local  agents  report  the  entei^prise  as  so  far  remunerative. 
Their  rates  of  freight  are  very  much  on  a  par  with  those  of  the 
•other  companies  running  from  San  Francisco  to  Panama, 

The  CompafLia  Anglo-Chilena  with  headquarters  at  Valparaiso, 
<Jhile,  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation 
-Company,  of  Liverpool  have^  I  understand,  completed  all  arrange- 
ments as  to  concessions  and  subsidy  with  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment for  running  a  fortnightly  service  of  steamers  from  Valparaiso 
to  San  Francisco,  touching  at  all  the  principal  Mexican  ports  as 
far  north  as  Mazatlan  en  route.  According  to  the  terms  of  the 
<5oncession  the  first  steamer  should  arrive  at  this  port  not  later  than 
November  this  year. 

A  French  line  of  steamers  is  reported  to  have  concluded 
-similar  arrangements  for  a  monthly  service  of  steamers  from 
Bordeaux  to  San  Francisco,  calling  at  Acapulco,  Mazatlan,  and 
•Guaymas. 

During  the  course  of  a  year  about  half-a-dozen  sailing  ships 
->come  into  this  port,  nearly  all  being  under  the  German  flag,  and 
-are  generally  consigned  direct  with  goods  for  the  houses  here. 
As  English  goods  (transhipped  at  Hamburg)  arrive  in  these  ships 
'they  are  frequently  credited  to  be  of  German  origin. 

The  English  "  red  ensign "  is  seldom  seen  in  these  waters, 
-although  the  rates  of  freight  are  not  higher,  averaging  about 
25s.  per  ton*  (both  from  British  and  Gennan  ports)  weight  or 
measurement. 

British  men-of-war  call  here  about  once  a  year,  H.M.S. 
'**  Phesrsant "  having  touched  here  a  few  months  ago. 

The  sailing  ships  generally  return  to  Europe  laden  with 
diflferent  kinds  of  wood,  chiefly,  however,  Brazil  "mora"  wood. 
Agriculture  is  very  backward  in  this  district,  but  little  land  being 
under  cultivation.  The  total  value  of  last  year's  products 
did  not  exceed  423,000  dol.  The  chief  crops  were  maize,  beans, 
«ugar,  and  fruits. 

This  is  chiefly  a  mining  State,  and  some  of  the  largest  and 
best  paying  mines  in  the   Republic  are  not  very  distant  from 

*  The  freight  per  aailiiifl;  ship  either  from  BritiBh  ports  or  Germftn  on  the 
<difFei«nt  olasses  of  goods  for  tnis  port  ayerages  about  25«.  per  ton  of  40  cubic  feet^ 
^ut  yerj  often  to  secure  fidl  cargoes  as  low  as  18«.  is  accepted. 
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JIazatlan,  two'of  which,  for  instance,  yield  on  an  average  about 
1,000,000  dol.  annual  profit,  and  in  mineral  resources  the  district 
shows  each  year  a  larger  production,  tliat  of  last  year  being  the 
lai^'cst  output  on  record. 

Railway  connection  with  Durango  (180  miles  north-west)  will 
it  is  confidently  believed  be  opened  up  within  three  to  four  years 
The  Mexican  International  Railway  Company  some  time  ago  sent 
a  corps  of  engineers  to  make  preliminary  survey  and  generally 
map  out  the  route. 

With  the  completion  of  the  Salina  Cruz  Port  Works  the 
commercial  relations  with  European  and  Mexican  Pacific  States 
will  be  greatly  facilitated.  In  view  of  these  prospects  and  the 
steadily  growing  trade,  the  local  building  industry  has  received,  of 
late,  an  impetus,  and  the  value  of  land  and  house  property  is 
increasing  rapidly. 

A  return   of   all  shipping   entered  and  cleared  at  this  port  shipping, 
during  the  calendar  year  1899  is  appended. 

Returns  of  the  principal  articles  imported  and  exported  during  importe  and 
the  same  period  are  also  given.  exporte. 

As  the  statistics  annexed  tend  to  prove,  the  exports  are  almost 
entirely  comprised  of  the  products  of  tlie  local  gold  and  silver 
mines. 

As   shown,   the    total   value   of    exports   for  the   year    1899  Exports, 
exceeded  600,000^.  so  tliat  a  comparison  with  the  total  value  of 
goods  exported  during  the  same  period  from  other  Mexican  ports, 
places  Mazatlan  second  in  importance  concerning  exports. 

The  major  part  of  the  bar  silver,  dollars  and  gold,  also  about 
half  the  ores  and  concentrates,  are  shipped  to  San  Francisco  and 
the  sulphurets  to  New  York.  The  balance  of  ores  and  concentrates 
goes  to  Germany.  Al)out  one-fourth  only  of  the  bar  silver  goes 
to  London. 

As  to  the  other  products  exported  there  is  little  to  be  said  of 
the  agricultural  products.  Tomatoes  and  lemons  on  a  small  scale 
ai-e  shipped  to  San  Francisco,  and  a  few  thousand  dollars  would 
probably  cover  the  value. 

Cow,  ox,  goat,  and  deer  skins  are  exported  to  the  value  of  Hides, 
about  100,000  dol.  per  annum,  but  in  alligator  skins  exports  are 
falling-off  the  animals  having  been  nearly  all  killed. 

Mother-of-pearl   shells  which  figure  in  the   exports  come  in  shells, 
transit  from  La  Paz  and  are  shipped  mostly  to  San  Francisco. 

Dried  shrimps,  shark's  fins,  &c.,  are  exported  by  the  Chinese  Dried 
merchants  to  San  Francisco.     These  are  very  limited  however.         •hrimjjs, 

Dyewoods,  Brazil  (logwood),  and  cedar  wood  are  shipped  in  fair  ^^^^^^  ^^y 
quantities,  generally  to  Hamburg,  whilst  the  mora  (yellow  wood)  \v^g. 
goes  to  Liverpool. 

Imports   of  groceries   from   England   are   few   and   comprise  imports, 
pickles,  sauces,  biscuits,  and  in  liquors,  ginger  ale  (Belfast),  of  Grooeries* 
which  there  were  many  imitation  brands  sold  here,  small  lots  of 
beer  and  ApoUinaris  water. 

In  groceries  the  United  States,  France,  Spain,  and  Germany  in 
the  order  named  supply  about  90  per  cent. 
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Perfumery. 
StAtione/T. 


MuBical 
«nd  scientific 
inBtruments. 

Clocks  and 
jewellery. 

Toys  and 
fancy  goods. 


Furniture. 


Leather 
goods. 


Earthen  and 
glassware. 


Hardware  ;>nd 
ironmongery. 


-Cutlorv. 


Tools. 


Machinery 

-and 

agricultmal 

implements. 

Coals. 

Iron,  steel,  &c. 

Chemicals. 

Haber- 
diishery. 

Titreads. 


Nearly  all  perfumery  comes  from  France  and  Germany,  England 
sending  about  10  per  cent.  only. 

Small  quantities  of  pa^^er,  envelopes,  blank  books,  &c.,  come 
from  England;  Germany  leads  with  alxjut  50  per.  cent.,  the 
United  States  of  America  following  with  35  per  cent. ;  but  in  steel 
pens  the  English  control  the  market  almost  entirely,  supplying 
fully  90  per  cent. 

France,  the  United  States  of  America,  and  Germany  hold  the 
market  in  musical  instruments  and  optical  and  scientific  goods, 
British  articles  being  very  scarce. 

The  imports  of  clocks  and  jewelleiy  may  be  considered  as 
follows :  the  United  States  of  America,  50  per  cent. ;  from 
Genuany,  40  per  cent. ;  France,  10  per  cent. 

Toys  and  fancy  goods:  Germany,  50  per  cent.;  France  40  per 
cent. ;  and  other  coimtries,  10  per  cent. ;  England  scarcely  figuring 
at  all. 

In  metal  furniture,  such  as  iron  and  brass  bedsteads,  England 
has  almost  a  monopoly,  but  in  wooden  bedsteads,  chairs,  &c.  (bent- 
wood)  Austria  comes  first  with  50  per  cent. ;  the  United  States  of 
America,  30  per  cent. ;  and  other  countries,  20  per  cent. 

In  leather  goods  such  as  purses,  pocket  books,  prepared  hides 
for  boots  and  shoes  Germany  leads  with  60  per  cent. ;  France, 
30  per  cent. ;  other  countries,  10  per  cent.  In  boots  and  shoes 
very  little  is  now  imported  and  that  mostly  from  the  United 
States. 

Earthen  and  glassware:  only  about  10  per  cent,  belongs  to 
England,  and  that  mostly  in  fancy  articles.  The  rest  is  divided 
about  equally  between  the  United  States,  Germany,  Belgium, 
Holland,  and  France. 

As  regards  heavy  goods  such  as  sheet-iron,  tin-plates,  corru- 
gated iron,  &c.,  England  has  the  monopoly,  but -in  small  articles, 
padlocks,  screws,  hooks,  &c.,the  United  States  supply  about  50  per 
cent. ;  Germany,  35  per  cent. ;  and  other  countries,  15  per  cent. 

In  knives  and  forks,  butcher's  knives,  and  scissors,  corkscrews, 
&c.,  quite  50  per  cent,  comes  from  England,  about  40  per  cent, 
from  Germany,  and  10  per  cent,  from  other  countries. 

Tools,  including  files,  &c. :  America  sends  40  per  cent. ;  Ger- 
many, 30  per  cent.;  England,  20  per  cent;  and  various,  10  per 
cent. 

Machinery  and  agricultural  implements  are  almost  all  American, 
especially  in  ploughs,  shovels,  and  mining  tools. 

Coals :  chiefly  from  England  and  Australia,  with  importations 
from  Vancouver  (British  Columbia). 

Fully  80  per  cent,  of  iron,  steel,  &c.,  comes  from  England,  and 
the  balance  from  the  United  States  and  Germany. 

The  trade  in  chemicals  (caustic  soda,  paints,  &c.)  is  about 
equally  divided  between  England,  America,  and  Germany. 

Haberdashery,  such  as  buttons,  tapes,  needles,  pins,  &c. ;  Ger- 
many again  leads  with  50  per  cent. ;  France  25  per  cent ;  England 
also  25  per  cent 

England  may  be  said  to  have  the  monopoly  of  threads  (cotton 
linen,  and  flax). 
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Woollen  goods,  such  as  cashmeres,  broadcloth,  lady's  dressing, 
Ac. :  Germany  has  about  60  per  cent. ;  England,  30  per  cent. ;  and 
various,  10  per  cent. 

Silken  goods :  Japan  leads  with  60  per  cent.,  France  coming 
next  with  35  per  cent.,  rest  various. 

England  has  about  65  per  ceat.  of  the  trade  in  linen  goods. 

Cotton  goods :  England  about  50  per  cent. ;  America,  40  per 
cent: ;  various,  10  per  cent. 

England  has  the  monopoly  of  fancy  cloth. 

Importation  in  calico  is  falling-off  considerably  as  local 
industry  is  making  itself  strongly  felt,  but  in  the  finer  class 
America  holds  the  market. 

Printed  goods :  American  competition  has  almost  completely 
ousted  the  English  article,  both  on  account  of  price  and  assort- 
ment. 

As  a  supplement  to  my  i^emarks  on  the  necessity  of  British  trade 
being  pushed  by  direct  representation,  I  would  say  that  it  is  a 
great  mistake  for  English  houses  to  employ  travellers  who  repre- 
sent at  the  same  time  other  foreign  houses.  Englishmen  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  language  should  alone  be  entrusted  with  the 
representation  of  English  firms.  ' 

Trade  with  British  Columbia  is  limited  to  the  importation  into 
Mazatlan  of  small  quantities  of  timber,  and  as  opportunities  offer 
coal  is  imported  from  Vancouver.  There  are  no  exports  hence  to 
British  Columbia. 

As  far  as  I  can  ascertain  no  efforts  whatever  have  been  made 
to  push  British  Columbian  trade  with  Mexico,  and  little  is  known 
here  regarding  that  country  and  its  trade  possibilities. 


WooUen 
goods. 

Silken  goods. 

Linen  goods. 
Cotton  goods. 

Fancy  oloth. 
Oalioo. 


Printed 
goods. 


Trade  with 

British 

Columbia. 


Kkturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Mazatlan  during  the 
Calendar  Year  1899. 


Articles. 


Cotton  goods 
Linen  goods 
Woollen  goods       .  •         •  • 

Silkffoods 

Hardware,  machinery,  &c, 
JlCixed  ^oods  and  fancj  articles 
Groceries     ••         ••         •• 

Total 


Value. 


£ 
201,423 
33,073 
27,576 
11,063 
05,916 
63,000 
41,746 

468,798 
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Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Mazatlan  during 
the  Calendar  Year  1899. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Gold  coin  and  bullion       . .      '    . . 

Silrer  coin  and  bullion 

„      ores,  sulphuretB,  &c. 

Dyewoode 

Pearls          

Hides,  miscellaneous         

£ 

130,934 

403,399 

8^^,169 

6,171 

700 

10,714 

Total            

635,087 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mazatlan  during  the 
Calendar  Year  of  1899. 

Entered. 


Sailing.                               Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

NumlAof  !      «._,          Number  of 
Veweli.    !      ^^^'-       1     VestelB. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessel.. 

Tons. 

British  (man-of-war) 

Mexican        

American      

German 
Norwegian 

"i 

6 

1 

...          i              1 

68 

1,270                    70 

6.731        j              2 

669        1 

8,400 

26,178 

1H,&06 

8,742 

1 
68 

77 
8 

1 

8,400 

26.178 

119,775 

10,473 

669 

Total 

14 

8,670        ,          131 

166,826 

146 

166,896 

Cleared. 


Sailing.                                Steam. 

Total. 

Nationalitj. 

Number  of         «,._.          Number  of 
VeeaelB.           ***°'-       ,     Vewels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Yesseli. 

TuUH. 

British  (man-of-war) 

Mexican         

American      

German         

Norwegian    

::    ;    :::    i     A 

7                 1,270                    70 
6                 6,731                      2 
1                    669        1 

8,400 
26,178 
118,606 

3,742 

1 
68 
77 

8 

1 

8,400 

26,178 

119,776 

10,473 

669 

Total 

14          1       8,670                  181 

156,826 

145 

166,396 

y 


Digitize(j  by 


Google 


MEXICO. 

Annex  A. — Public  Debt  of  Mexico. 
Sterling  Debt. 


Loan  Bonds,  1886 

1890 

1893 

Mortsage    Bonds    of     the    Tehaantepec 


Total 


Capital. 


£ 

10,008,380 

6,859,340 

2,949,120 

2,673,000 


BeTonuee 

not 
Beoeired. 


£ 

160,738 

93,399 

45,040 


21,489,840  I   299,177 


Total. 


£ 

10,169,118 

6,952,739 

2,994,160 

2,673,000 


21,789,017 


KoTB. — Gold  dollars  reduced  to  sterling  at  rate  of  5  dol.  to  the  1^. 

SiLVEB  Debt. 


Capital. 

BeTcnues 

not 
Received. 

Total. 

3  per  cent.  Consolidated  Debt  Bondfl 
6        „        Redeemable,  1st  series. . 
6        „                „            2nd  series 
5        „                „            3rd  series  . 
Monterey    and    Mexican    Gulf    Bailway 

Bonds        

Tula,    Fachuca,    and    Tampioo    Railway 

Bonds        

Oazaca  Railway,  Subrention  Bonds 
Tonala  Wharf  Construction  Bonds 
Fachuca  to  Zacultipan  and  Tampico  Rail- 
way Company  Bonds      

Vera  Crui  Fort  Works  Bonds       . . 
San  Marcos  to  Barra  de  Mantla  Railway 
Bonds        

£ 
6,022,667 
1,983,220 
1,978,030 
1,425,130 

14,000 

14,200 
926,000 
,       700 

300 
3 

•• 

£ 

83,137 

3,029 

3,348 

497 

108 
6 

£ 
5,105,694 
1,986,249 
1,981,378 
1,425,627 

14,108 

14,200 

926,000 

700 

300 
3 

6 

Total          ..         ..•        .. 

11,864,140 

90,124 

11,454,264 

Floating  Debt. 


Certificates  of  balances  from  July  1,  1882,  to  June  30,  1894. . 

„         not  collected  for  conBtrnction  of  railways.  • 
Balances  of  former  estimates  to  July  1,  1895,  redeemable  at 

so  much  per  cent.,  according  to  the  decree  of  October  31  of 

the  same  year,  not  paid 

Balances  not  paid,  and  which  are  payable  entirely  in  specie, 

corresponding  to  the  estimates  of  1895-96  to  1898-99 
Yarioas  balances  pending  collection,  according  to  the  order  of 

the  Public  debt 

Total  


Capital. 


£ 
24,752 


10,569 
38,356 

26,674 


95,362 


NoTB.— Titles  not  accruing  reTenue. 
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Annex  D. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Mexico 
during  the  Calendar  Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 

1898 

I                     1899. 

1 

Cwts.       ... 

Qnantity.     ! 

Value,     j   Quantity. 

Value. 

Baw  cotton     

ie2,246    , 

£          1 
209,262 

£ 
894,246 

Coal  and  coke          

Tons 

607,842 

317,640          870,864 

427,166 

Cotton  goodfl 

Sq.  jards... 

47,SaO,090 

1,086,161 

1,188,722 

linen  goods 

i> 

l,0ft8,416     1 

107,996 

126,861 

Woollen  goods          

Lhs. 

1,820,079    1 

839,866 

887,390 

Iron  and  steel « 

Tons. 

114,777 

1,032,832 

1,108,372 

Machinery  and  implements 

... 

1 

1,320,800 

2,103,096 

Chemical  products 

... 

1 

876,616 

627,160 

SpiiitnoQS  liqnors     

... 

,„ 

499,149 

783,661 

Paper,  and  manofactores  of 

... 

... 

306,234 

462,600 

Other  articles 

... 

... 

3,676,778 

5,016,601 

Total    

9^21,810 

12,966,064 

Annex  E. — Eetdrn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  during 
the  Calendar  Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 


Gold 

Silver 

Fibres 

Coffee 

Copper 

Liye-stook 

Tobacco 

Hides  and  skins 

Lead 

Cabinet  wood 

Djewoods 

Beans    . . 

Vanilla  •  • 

Chicle    .. 

Other  articles 


Total 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Tons 

Head 

Lbs. 

Cwts. 


Tons 
Cwts. 
Lbs. 


1898. 


Quantity.  Value. 


80,586 

380,714 

23,169 

255,422 

9,010,541 

126,986 

1,203,044 

57,571 

263,874 

.      59,034 

2,118,962 


£ 

1,651,486 

6,326,592 

1,709,251 

919,362 

573,824 

500,479 

472,266 

341,563 

311,961 

176,993 

164,072 

165,011 

65,011 

69,904 

433,738 


18,871,513 


1899. 


Value. 


£ 

1,582,666 

5,762,62a 

2,260,68a 

685,001 

792,251 

688,984 

71,586 

412,991 

388,692 

186,465 

66.673 

165,647 

182,498 

57,646 

1,788,738 


15,022,853 
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Annex  F. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mexico  accord- 
ing to  Nationality  during  the  Year  ending  June  30,  1899. 

Entered. 


Sailing                                Steam.                i                 Total. 

1                                          1 

NationaUty. 

Mnmherof 

Yeeaels. 

T««.          Number  of 
^"^           Venelt. 

1 
»,„„.        1  Number  of 

ton*.         1       YomoIm. 

Tone. 

Britith       ... 
American  (TT.8.) 
Oeiman     ... 
French 
Spaniah     ... 
Mezlean    ... 
Other  oountriee 

" 

291 
387 
87 

"ii 

8,428 
164 

49,079      1          616 
189,896      1          889 
88,790               218 
20 
2,721      1            72 
114,608      !       2,722 
66,716      j          820 

1,219,100  ,  907 
1,986,882     '       1,226 

499,208  266 
87,942                20 

178,574  88 
1,042,709           6,146 

647,887     '          484 

1,268,179 
2,126,228 

687,998 
87.942 

176,296 
1,167,217 

604,102 

Total  ... 

4,268 

461,709      '       4,867 

6,806,247     '       9,120 

6,967,966 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 


steam. 


Nationalitj. 


Number  of  I 


Tona. 


Number  of  ; 
VeaMla. 


Tone. 


Total. 


Number  of 
Veneli. 


Tons. 


BrHish       ... 

..1         267 

40,222 

596 

1,164,176    ; 

868 

1,194,897 

American  (U.S.) 

..'         818 

91,862 

851 

1,881,780     1 

1,164 

1,928,682 

German     ... 

...           88 

34,068 

207 

472,060 

240 

506,108 

French      ... 

... 

14 

647,497 

14 

647,497 

Spanieh     ... 
Mexioan    ... 

..1              8 

*287 

66 

161,696    . 

68 

161,982 

..1       8,468 

117,086 

2,642 

975,762 

6,096 

1,092,797 

Other  oountriee 

.-t          166 

66,646 

296 

647,287 

451 

602,788 

Total  ... 

4,216 

889,000 

4,670 

6,790,146 

8,886 

6,129,146 

Return  of  all  Shipping  to  and  from  the  undermentioned  Ports 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Toi 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Ml. 

Port. 

Number  of 
Veeeela. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Vent  Crux 

Tampioo 

Ptclflc  porta— 

Acapnloo 

Goaymaa 

L«  Paz      

M«««tl«n     ... 

San  Bias   ...       ... 

Santa  BoiaUa      ... 

KmntnA^  ... 
Other  ports  (Atlantic 
and  Padfle) 

108 

88 

284 

68 
272 
166 
204 
111 
148 

"io 

2,818 

29,717 
22.287 
18,480 

17,168 
22,461 

6,768 
17,968 

9,809 
67,682 

1^7 

147,602 

666 
862 
464 

141 
160 
100 
280 
188 
146 
68 
122 

2,246 

1.224.611 

1,087,079 

923,442 

804,617 
69,846 
67,186 
166,870 
266,640 
68,429 
90,228 
86,076 

1,168,280 

768 
401 
748 

204 
422 
266 
484 
260 
289 
68 
172 

6,068 

1,264,828 

1,110,866 

9« 1,922 

821.760 
82,806 
7/,»44 
U8,»^ 
276,449 
126,061 
90,228 
88,01"^ 

1,810,782 

Total  ... 

4,268 

861,709 

4,867 

6,506.247 

9,120 

6,867,966 
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Cleared. 


SaUing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Port. 

Number  of        «,^„. 
Veeaete.           ^**°"- 

Number  of 
Veaeels. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Veaaela. 

Tons. 

AtUntfc  porU— 

' 

Vera  Cntt 

110              S8,Q66 

,          611 

1,041,224 

721 

1,081.890 

Tunpioo    

38              22,'i:ift 

1          375 

826;688 

414 

848,923 

Progreio 

256               16,821 

364 

651,005 

620 

666,826 

Padflo  porta— 

Aeapulco 

64               17,848 

139 

290,636 

203 

317,379 

Gnajmaa 

274               20,208 

146 

68,989 

420 

79,192 

UPax       

147                 5.307 

!          102 

69,764 

249 

75.061 

Maiailan 

20€                17,836 

285 

262,083 

491 

279,919 

SanBlaa    

116                 7,030 

125 

227,626 

241 

234.656 

Santa  Rosalia 

109               55,327 

145 

65,127 

254 

I20.4iV4 

...                    ... 

63 

88,912 

63 

88.912 

Enaenada 

Other  porta  (Atlantic 
and  Pacific) 

44                1,862 

122 

86,252 

166 

88,114 

2,860             136,870 

2,203 

1,449,960 

6,063 

1.686,820 

Total 

4,215              339,000 

4,670 

"139.1*6 

8,886 

6,468,146 

Liat  of 
principal 
irorki 
ooniulted. 


List  of  Principal  Woi^ks  Consulted, 

"  Los  Estados  Uiiidos  Mexicanos,"  by  E.  de  Zayas  Enriquez, 
Mexico,  1893. 

**  Menioria  del  General  F.  Z.  Mena :  Coiiiunicaciones  y  Obras 
Publicaa,"  Mexico,  1899. 

"  Geographical  and  Statistical  Notes  on  Mexico,"  Romero,  New 
York,  1898. 

*'B()letinoR  de  Estadistica  Fiscal,  1899-1900,"  issued  by 
Ministerio  de  Hacienda. 

"  Boletinos  de  Agricultura,  Mineria  e  Industrias,"  issued  by 
Ministerio  de  Fomento,  up  to  July,  1899. 

"  Boletino  Demographico  de  la  Eepublica  Mexicana,  1898,"  by 
Dr.  Antonio  Penafiel,  Mexico,  1900. 

"  Sugar  Report  of  the  '  Haciendado  Mexicano  '  for  1900." 

"  I^  Cuenta  del  Erario  Federal  ano  economico  de  1898-99." 

"  Iniciativa  de  Presupuestos,  1900-01." 

"  Report  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  on  the  Conversion  of  the 
National  Debt." 

"  Tlie  Mexican  Trader  for  1899." 


LONDON : 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Cohirnerce  of  Vera  Or  a::  for  the  Years 
1898,  1899,  and  part  of  1900 

By  Mr.  Consul  Chapman. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  November  6,  1900.) 

Tlie  result  of  tlie  recent  elections  in  Mexico  is  an  assurance  of  General 
prosperity  and  a  guarantee  to  invested  forei^^n  capital.  Few  remw^*- 
countries  can,  like  Mexico,  boast  of  such  rapid  and  beneficial 
reforms  as  have  in  a  short  space  of  time  cleared  the  way  for  the 
development  of  those  extensive  resources  of  the  country  which  in 
themselves  are  a  sufficient  assurance  of  her  future.  Late  years 
have  seen  the  finances  of  the  country  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
excellence  and  commercial  prosperity  throughout  the  country  has 
flourished. 

There  has  been  a  steady  influx  of  foreign  capital,  railway 
construction  progi-esses,  means  of  communication  are  improving 
and  the  reforms  in  the  telegraph  and  postal  services  are  especially 
beneficial  to  commerce. 

The  trade  returns  for  the  years  1898-99  have  continued  to 
show  a  growing  increase,  and  this  prosperity  continued  during  the 
early  part  of  1900,  but  lately  a  reaction  seems  to  have  set  in — a 
reaction  natural  to  a  change  in  those  circumstances  that  affect 
commerce  throughout  the  world. 

It  is  not  the  intention  in  this  report  to  enter  on  a  discussion 
of  the  silver  question,  but  it  is  evident  that  whilst  Mexico  is  a 
silver  country,  producing  and  exporting  largely  that  metal,  her 
commerce  has  lately  received  a  severe  shock  from  the  recent  rise 
in  the  value  of  silver,  and  this,  together  with  the  rise  in  the  price 
of  fuel  and  raw  material,  the  scarcity  of  pioiiey  and  an  o\er- 
stocked  market,  brings  the  commerce  of  the  country  to  the  verge 
of  a  crisis. 

Vera  Cruz  is  the  principal  port  of  the  Republic  and  her  trade  Vera  Orui. 
is  naturally  sensitive  to  the  causes  that  affect  trade  throughout  the 
country,  but,  apart  from  these,  there  are  other  circumstances 
which  have  so  adversely  influenced  the  port  as  to  divert  her  freight 
to  other  routes.  These  causes,  however,  must  be  viewed 
separatelv. 

(693)  A  2 
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Business  in  Vera  Cruz  up  to  June  30, 1900,  has  been  generally 
good,  though  in  1898-99  low  prices  in  tobacco,  which  continue  up 
to  the  present  time,  liave  left  merchants  with  much  stock  on 
hand. 

The  custom-house  returns  for  the  year  1899-1900  are  not  yet 
published,  but  they  will  probably  show  an  increase,  as  it  will  be 
the  returns  since  tlie  termination  of  that  financial  year  which  will 
suflFer  from  the  causes  referred  to  above. 

Exchange  has  touched  25^^.  to  the  dollar  and  business  through- 
out Mexico  is  seriously  affected.  The  outlook  is  not  hopeful  and 
failures  will  result  should  excliange  still  rise  and  these  conditions 
continue  for  any  lengtli  of  time. 

Large  stocks  are  on  hand  of  goods  imported  at  a  higher  value 
than  they  represent  at  present,  and  the  rise  in  silver  means  a 
corresponding  fall  in  the  value  of  exports. 

Want  of  confidence  has  caused  banks  to  raise  interest  to  11  per 
cent,  and  investments  generally  have  fallen  in  value. 

Althouf^li  tlie  rise  in  silver  is  to  the  advantage  of  importations 
the  general  rise  tlirough  other  causes  in  the  price  of  coal,  iron, 
cotton,  and  raw  material  hiis  seriously  affected  industries. 

Orizaba,  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  is  one  of  the  principal 
centres  of  the  cotton  industry,  and  the  cotton  factories  of  the 
country,  that  owe  their  existence  to  protection,  have  ceased  to 
produce  and  are  left  with  large  stocks  on  hand. 

This  strain  on  the  commerce  of  the  country  will  no  doubt  be 
weathered  by  all  business  houses  established  on  a  solid  basis, 
but  there  are  firms  and  anonymous  companies  based  on  credit,  or 
the  shuffling  of  capital,  which  ai-e  certainly  not  in  a  position  to 
withstand  this  pressure  for  long. 

The  expense  and  delay  experienced  by  the  Vera  Cruz  route  in 
the  transit  of  through  freight  from  Europe  to  Mexico  City  in 
consequence  of  defects  that  should  have  long  since  been  remedied 
have  caused  its  diversion  to  the  New  Orleans  or  Galveston  route 
and  there  are  indications  that  the  amount  of  this  diverted  freight 
is  on  the  increase. 

A  cursory  review  of  the  condition  of  Vera  Cruz  is  necessary 
in  order  to  understand  this  state  of  affairs. 

The  improvements  of  the  port  are  so  far  advanced  that  by  next 
March  it  is  expected  that  the  harbour  works  proper  will  be  finished, 
after  which  there  will  still  remain  considerable  construction  and 
building  operations  to  be  done,  besides  the  drainage  works  which 
will  occupy  at  least  another  year. 

The  improvements  when  finished  will  make  Vera  Cruz  a 
first-cla,ss  harbour  with  an  area  of  nearly  500  acres,  but  these 
improvements  will  be  of  little  value  whilst  the  trade  of  the  port 
continues  to  be  obstnicted  by  the  present  system  of  customs  rules 
and  regulations  that  have  so  far  hampered  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
country.  It  is,  however,  satisfactory  to  learn  that  reforms  in  this 
direction  are  contemplated. 

The  transitory  condition  of  Vera  Cruz  has  no  doubt  had  its 
effect  on  the  commerce  of  the  port,  as  also  the  epidemic  of  yellow 
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fever  in  1899,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  facilities  for  shif)p)ing  have 
come  into  use  as  soon  as  fiuislied :  yet  through  the  operation  of 
antiquated  and  cunibei'sonie  customs  laws,  tlie  apathy  of  the  rail- 
way companies  and  steamship  lines  and  a  geniral  lack  of  enter* 
prise  and  energy,  such  facilities  liave  not  been  used  to  the  best 
advantage.  There  has  been  a  lack  of  temporary  improvements 
for  the  transport  of  goods  from  the  wharves  to  tlie  warehouses,  and 
thence  to  the  railways,  and  a  lack  of  su*fticient  temporary  accommo- 
dation for  the  storage  of  goods  in  the  custom-hou^^e.  Vessels  along- 
side are  limited  in  the  hours  per  day  they  may  discharge.  Only 
certain  rough  and  heavy  freights  are  permitted  to  be  discliai*ged 
over  the  railway  pierH  into  the  cars  and  only  such  cargo  is  occasion- 
ally allowed  to  be  worked  at  night.  General  merchandise  is  dis- 
charged on  to  the  fiscal  pier  and  is  conveyed  to  the  custom-liouse 
b}'  means  of  hand  trucks  that  have  already  damaged  the  planking 
of  the  pier,  instead  of  being  run  into  the  warehouse  on  light  tem- 
porary rails.  In  the  custom-house  the  freight  lies  on  an  average 
from  5  to  8  days  and  is  then  removed  by  tram  or  cart  to  the  railways, 
thus  necessitating  a  further  transhipment.  The  Mexican  railway  is 
connected  with  the  custom-house,  but  they  find  it  necessary  to 
remove  the  greater  portion  of  the  freight  by  tram  in  order  to  load 
the  cars  at  the  station. 

All  this  unnecessary  and  extra  handling  of  goods  increases  ex- 
penses, and  the  unequal  operation  of  the  customs  laws  causes 
greater  delay  in  Vera  Cruz  than  in  other  custom-houses. 

The  sea  rates  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  Vera  Oruz  are 
greatly  in  excess  of  tliose  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  New 
Orleans  or  Galveston,  whilst  the  railway  rates  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
Mexico  City  ai^  little  less  than  those  from  New  Orleans  or 
GJalveston  to  Mexico  City.  Through  freight  arrives  at  the 
customs  at  Laredo  one  day  and  proceeds  the  next. 

Consequently  the  amount  of  through  freight  that  last  year  was 
diverted  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  New  Orleans  or  Galveston  route 
has  this  year  been  doubled  or  trebled,  and  unless  some  remedy  is 
applied  this  loss  of  freight  will  continue  to  increase. 

When  the  distances  of  the  two  routes  are  compared,  and 
especially  the  mileage  by  rail,  the  waste  of  time  and  money  by 
the  Vera  Cruz  route  will  be  apparent. 

In  Tampico  the  railways  represent  American  interests  and 
matters  seem  to  be  better  managed  there,  for  both  vessels  and 
freight  are  despatched  more  expeditiously. 

The  epidemic  of  1899,  and  the  continued  unhealthy  condition 
of  Vera  Cruz,  has  caused  the  United  States  to  stringently  enforce 
quarantine  laws  against  this  port,  which  has  acted  to  the  advantage 
of  Tampico,  for,  with  few  exceptions,  homeward-bound  shipping 
from  these  ports  call  at  United  States  Gulf  ports  to  load,  and  tliere 
being  no  direct  service  with  the  United  Kingdom,  outward 
freight  for  Europe  is  carried  to  the  United  States  for  tran- 
shipment. 

To  what  extent  the  railway  companies  of  Vera  Cruz  are  to  Mexican  aod 
blame  for  the  delay  of  freight  in  transit  through  this  port  it  is  {^*««>««*«^ 
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perhaps  difficult  to  ascertain,  but  it  is  evident  that  these  com- 
panies cannot  be  entirely  exonerated,  and  that  they  are  gi^eatly 
responsible  for  allowing  freight  to  be  diverted  from  their  lines. 

Some  years  ago  the  railway  companies  opened  consignment 
departments  in  competition  with  commission  houses,  and  did  good 
service  ti>  the  public  by  reducing  expenses  and  delay.  Naturally 
the  merchants  could  not  compete  with  those  who  were  in  posses- 
sion of  the  means  of  transport,  and  consequently  through  freight 
virtually  became  a  monopoly.  By  competition  the  Central  Rail- 
way from  Tampico  induced  the  Vera  Cruz  lines  to  enter  into  a 
pool  in  through  freight.  At  one  time  the  result  of  this  pooling 
was  that  the  bulk  of  the  freight  was  carried  over  the  Vera  Cruz 
lines  to  the  profit  of  that  of  Tampico.  Then  ftie  Central  Railway, 
for  other  reasons,  broke  the  pool  and  cut  down  rates,  thereby 
•carrying  of!'  the  bulk  of  the  freight,  only  to  return  to  the  shoiter 
routes  on  resumption  of  the  pool 

In  1899  the  Vera  Cruz  lines  raised  their  rates,  and  this, 
together  with  the  greater  delay  in  transmitting  goods  through  the 
port  of  Vem  Cruz  and  higher  sea  rates,  caused  freight  to  be  diverted 
to  other  routes. 

The  Interoceanic  narrow-gauge  railway  of  ;^42  miles  is  natur- 
ally deiiendent  on  the  Mexican  standard  gauge  line  of  264  miles, 
yet  tlie  more  energetic  Interoceanic  Company  has  been  able  to 
compete  with  their  local  rival,  and  to  divert  freight  and  passengers 
from  the  shorter  line.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  there  should 
be  sufficient  traffic  to  maintain  both  these  lines. 

Local  traffic  increased  on  these  railroads,  but  the  shortsighted 
policy  of  raising  rates  to  their  utmost,  bids  fair  to  kill  local  traffic. 
Local  traffic  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  future  of  these 
lines,  and  it  would  appear  to  be  to  their  interests  to  take  measures 
towards  increasing  and  husbanding  such  traffic. 

Vera  Cruz  being  the  principal  port  of  the  Republic,  and  so 

far  as  these  railways  are  concerned,  only  second  in  importance 

to  Mexico  City,  greater  attention  should   be  given  to  the  local 

management  at  this-  terminus.     The  companies  have  commanded 

the  services  of  good  men  in  Vera  Cruz,  but  it  is  more  a  question 

of  adequate  remuneration  and  sufficiently  extensive  authority  in 

local  matters,  two  necessary  inducements  to  obtain  the  services  of 

competent  and  responsible  agents  and  superintendents,  that  are 

requisite  to  the  proper  management  of  the  shipping,  commercial, 

and  engineering  business  of  the  companies  at  this  terminus. 

Sea  and  land         With  regard  to  the  diversion  of  freight  from  the  port  of  Vera 

oh^KelTon       ^^^^  ^^^^  following  information  is  given.     Owing,  however,  to  the 

freight.  difficulties  in  collecting  correct  data  on  the  subject,  the  figures 

here  given  with  regard  to  rates  should  not  be  entirely  relied  on, 

but  may  be  taken  as  approximate : — 
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Freight  on  Certain  Goods  in  Transit  to  Mexico. 
From  Liverpool. 


Sea  Bates  to 

Sea  Bates  to 

;32§ 

Vera  Cruz  or 

New  Orleans  or 

Bat 
ra  Cr 

Tarn] 

[)ioo. 
Weight 

GalTC 

)Ston. 
Weight 

Goods. 

ts¥- 

Amount. 

or 
Measure- 

Amount. 

or 
Measure- 

ppro 
encc 
inP 
Orle 
Ton 

iLK 

ment. 

ment. 

< 

» 

£  «.   d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.   d. 

Dry  goods 

1    7    6 

M 

1    2    0 

M 

0  11    0 

8    8  10 

Jnte  bagging       

0  19    3 

w 

0  10    0 

w 

0    9    3 

2  14    0 

Bawwool 

0  19    3 

M 

0  16    0 

w 

1    8    6 

8    3  10 

0  19    3 

W 

0  10    0 

w 

0    9    3 

2  14    0 

,,    8tructural     

0  19    3 

w 

0  10    0 

w 

0    9    3 

1  17    7 

„    cotton  ties 

0  19    3 

w 

0    7    6 

w 

0  11    9 

2  14    0 

„    tubes 

0  19    3 

w 

0  12    6 

w 

0    6    9 

2    0    4 

Machinery 

0  19    3 

worx 

0  12    6 

worn 

0  11    9 

2    0    4 

Mining  shoes  and  dies    ... 

0  19-  3 

w 

0  12    6 

w 

0    6    9 

3    3  10 

Bedsteads 

0  19    3 

M 

0  16    0 

K 

0    8    6 

2  14    0 

Glassware 

0  19    3 

U 

0  16    0 

U 

0  12    9 

4  16    9 

Earthenware         

0  19    3 

H 

0  18    8 

w 

1  19    0 

8    3  10 

Cement       

0  16    0 

W 

0    7    6 

W 

0    7    6 

1  18    2 

Soda,  causUc,  and  hypo- 

sulphate  

0  19    3 

W 

0  10    0 

W 

0    9    8 

2  14    0 

Soda  ash     

0  19    3 

w 

0  10    0 

w 

0    9    8 

2  14    0 

Provisions 

0  19    8 

u 

0  16    0 

M 

0    6    6 

3    3  10 

Bottled  beer         

0  19    3 

M 

0    7    0 

U 

1     4    6 

3    0    6 

Aerated  waters     

0  19    3 

X 

0    7    0 

U 

1    4    6 

3    0    6 

From  Hamburg. 


Sea  Bates  to 

Sea  Bates  to 

pproximate  differ- 
ence in  Sea  Bates 
in  Favour  of  New 
Orleans  Boute  per 
Ton  of  20  Cwts. 

Bates 
ra   Cruz 
pioo     to 
per  Ton 
Kilos. 

Vera  Cruz  or 

New  Orleans  or 

Tampico. 

1    Weight 
Amount,  j  ^^^. 

Galreston. 

Goods. 

Amount. 

Weight 

or 
Measure- 

ailway 
from  V€ 
or    Tani 
Mexico 
of  1,000 

ment. 

ment. 

< 

» 

£  $.  d. 

£  «.  d. 

£  s.   d. 

Dry  goods  . 

1    7    6 

M 

£  «.  d. 

u 

0  11    0 

8    8  10 

Jute  bagging       

Bawwool 

0  19    3 

W 

1    2    0 

u 

0    4    6 

2  14    0 

0  19    3 

u 

0  li    6 

M 

0  18    6 

3    3  10 

Iron,  bar,  hoop,  shaet    ^ 

0  19    3 

w 

0  12    6 

W 

0    6    9 

2  14    0 

Machinery...        

0  19    3 

X 

0  12    « 

H 

0  11     9 

2    0    4 

Hardware  ... 

0  19    8 

u 

0  12    6 

U 

0  13    6 

3    8  10 

Hollow- ware        

0  19    8 

u 

0  12    6 

U 

1     0    8 

3    8  10 

Glassware  (hoUow) 

0  19    8 

u 

0  12    6 

M 

1     0    3 

8    8  10 

Window  glass 

Glass  bottles        

0  19    3 

M 

0  12    6 

U 

0    8    6 

8    0    6 

1  10    3 

w 

0  12    6 

u 

0    8    6 

2  17     1 

Earthenware        

0  19    3 

U 

0  12    6 

u 

1    0    8 

3    8  10 

Paper,  in  bales     

0  19    3 

M 

0  12    6 

u 

0  18    6 

8    0    6 

Provihions 

0  19    8 

U 

0  12    6 

u 

0  10    0 

8    3  10 

Beer 

0  19    8 

U 

0  12    6 

J^ 

0  13    6 

8    0    6 

.    Wines,  qtlrits       

0  19    8 

M 

0  12    6 

M 

0  12    0 

3    0    6 

Mineral  waters     

0  19    8 

U 

0  12    6 

M 

0  18    6 

3    0    6 
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From  Antwerp. 


Sea  Bates  to 

Sea  Kates  to 

pproximate  differ- 
ence In  Sea  Rates 
in  Favour  of  New 
Orleans  Route  per 
Ton  of  20  Cwts. 

ailway    Bates 
from  Vera  Cm* 
or     Tampioo     to 
Mexico  per  Ton 
of  1,000  Kilos. 

Vera  Crua  or 

New  Orleans  or 

Goods./ 

Tamplco. 

Weight 
Amount.     ^^^. 

Ghdvejiton. 

Weight 
Amount.     Mewure- 

\     ment. 

ment. 

*< 

M 

«.    d. 

£  8.  d. 

£    M.   d. 

£   ».  d. 

Iron,  sheet,   bar,   plate, 

1 

and  galyanised 

19  a     1      w 

0  12    6 

w 

0    6    9 

2  14    0 

Iron,  scructaral    

19    8              w 

0  12    6 

w 

0    6    9 

1  17    7 

Nails          

19    3              w 

0  12    6 

w 

0    6    9 

2  17     1 

Window  glass       

Glass  (hollow)       

19    3              M 

1    0    0 

w 

0    4    0 

3    0    6 

19    8      j        M 

1  10    0 

w 

1     7    9 

8    3  10 

Cement      

15    0              w 

0    7    6 

w 

0    7    6 

1  18    2 

Packing  paper      

19    3              M 

1    2    6 

w 

0  16    0 

3    0    6 

Candles      

19    3      ,        u 

1    0    u 

•    w 

0    9    0 

8    8  10 

Stearine 

19    3               M 

1     0    0 

w 

0    9    0 

8    3  10 

Wines,  spirirs       

19    8      1        X 

1    5    0 

w 

0    8    9 

8    0    6 

Mineral  waters     

19    3              M 

0  16    0 

w 

13    6 

3    0    6 

The  railroad  rates  quoted  are  converted  at  10  dol.  to  the  11. 

The  sea  rates  quoted  to  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampioo  include  10  per 
cent,  primage,  which  is  returned  to  shippers  for  exclusive  support 
of  the  allied  steamship  lines. 

Eailway  rates  from  New  Orleans  to  Mexico  are  about  the  same 
as  those  from  Vera  Cruz  or  Tampico  to  Mexico  on  through  freight. 
The  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  lines  are  pooled. 

The  distances  by  rail  to  Mexico  City  are : — 


From — 


Distance. 


New  Orleans,  y'lk  Laredo  . .  . .  . .  I 

Tampico,  per  Central        . .  . .  . .  | 

Vera  Cruz,  per  Interoceanic  . .  ... 

Vera  Cruz,  per  Mexican  . .  . . 


Miles. 

1,565 
785 
842 
264 


The  time  occupied  in  the  transit  of  through  goods  from  ship- 
side  in  port  of  destination,  counting  from  date  of  ship's  arrival, 
to  Mexico  City,  may  be  taken  as  averaging :  From  New  Orleans, 
some  10  days ;  from  Tampico,  some  8  days ;  from  Vera  Cruz,  from 
8  to  14  days. 

The  present  custoins  regulations  limit  the  hours  for  vessels  to 
discharge  in  Vera  Cruz  as  follows : — 

Vessels  alongside  from  6  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  ;  vessels  not  alongside 
from  6  A.M.  to  10  a.m. 

In  some  cases  special  permission  may  be  obtained  for  an 
extension  of  time. 

Expenses  from  shipside  to  railway  cars  in  Vera  Cruz  on  through 
freight  consigned  to  the  railway  companies  are  charged  by  the 
said  companies  at  irom  1  dol.  50  c.  (3«.)  to  2  dol.  25  c.  (4^.  6d) 
per  ton  of  1,000  kilos.,  according  to  class  of  goods.  At  these 
rates  certain  expenses  on  goods  are  absorbed  by  the  railway 
companies. 
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Expenses  from  shipside  to  railway  cars  in  Vera  Cruz  on  goods 
not  consigned  to  the  railway  companies  are  as  follows : — 


On  Goods  received  from  Vessels  alongside  Wharf. 

Amount. 

-  Remarks. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Brokerage         

Porterage     from    wharf     to 

custom-house 
Conyeyance  to  railway  of — 

Packages  of  ordinaiy  weight 
„           oyer  250  kilos. . . 

Dol.  c. 

0  20 

1  75 
1     50 

».    d. 
0    5 

8    6 
3    0 

Per  cuhic  metre,  or  ton  of 
1,000  kUos. 

Per  ton  of  1,000  kilos. 

»>                    >» 
According  to  circumstances 

Total 

3    45 

6  11 

Say  per  ton  of  1,000  kilos. 

On  Goods  received  from  Vessels  not  alongside  Wharf. 


Remarks. 


Brokerage 
Lighterage 


to 


Porterage     from    wharf 

custom-house 
Conyeyance  to  railway  of — 

Packages  of  ordinary  weight 
„  oyer  250  kilos. .  < 

Total 


Amount. 

Currency. 

sterling. 

Dol.  c. 
0    20 

«.    d. 
0    5 

1      0 

2    0 

1    25 

2    6 

1    50 

3    0 

•  • 

•  • 

3    95 

7  11 

Per  cubic  metre,  or  ton  of 

1,000  kUos. 
Per  40  cubic  feet,  or  t<m  of 

1,000  kilos. 

Per  ton  of  1,000  kilos. 


According  to  circumstances 
Say  per  ton  of  1,000  kilos. 


The  customs  returns  for  the  three  years  ended  June  30,  1899,  Customs 
show  a  steady  increase  in  the  traffic  of  goods  and  the  number  of  traffic  returns, 
passengers  passing  through  Vera  Cruz. 
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veka  cruz. 
Goods. 


Tons  of  1,000  Kilos. 


1898-99. 


1897-98. 


Goods  received  at  Vera  Cruz— ' 

By  imports 828,770 

coasting  trade 27,086 

rail          ,  463,828 

Goods  despatched  from  Vera  ' 
Crui—  j 

By  exports I     69,769    ' 

coasting  trade         ...  i     46,170    . 
rail       269,990 


819,688 


Total 


885,929 
1,206,612 


268,658 
26,768 
891,164 


44,692 
26,726 
177.164 


686,586 


248,682 


985,167 


1896-97. 


251,089 
22,788 
281,908 


I 


505,680 


86,892 
27,654 
169,047 


-I  288,098 
i  738,778 


Passenger  Traffic. 


1898-99. 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

Passengers    arrived   at    Vera 
Crux- 
Prom  foreign  countiies    ... 
the  coast       

7,647 
4,087 

8,779 
8,824 

11,784 
12,608 

8,616 
5,855 

18.971      - 

8,034     - 
22,006 

8,885 
4,281 

18,096 
8,762 

Passengers  left  Vera  Cnu— 

For  foreign  countries 

the  coast 

4.189 
8,845 

5,880 
8.882 

... 

... 

Total 

24,887 

21,858 

The  routes  for  passenfijers  from  Vera  Cruz  are  as  follows : — 

The  American  Ward  line  to  New  York  vi^  Havana — weekly. 

The  French  "Compagnie  G^n^rale  Transatlantique"  to  St. 
Nazaire  \ik  Havana— monthly. 

The  Spanish  "Compania  Trasatlantica "  to  Santander  viS, 
Havana — monthly. 

The  English  boats  of  the  Frederick  Leyland  Company,  formerly 
the  West  India  and  Pacific  Company  that  return  from  Vera  Cruz 
to  Liverpool  vid  Xew  Orleans  every  month.  This  line  refuses 
homeward  passengei*s  in  the  quarantine  season. 

None  of  these  routes  can  compete  with  the  overland  route  from 

Mexico  to  New  York. 

Suggestion  for        A  regular   monthly   direct    service   from   Vera   Ciiiz  to   the 

direct  Bervioe.  south   of    England,    avoiding    all    quarantine     ports,     provided 

the  voyage  did  not  exceed,  say,  18  days,  would  command  the  bulk 

of  the  passenger  traffic  from  Mexico  to  Europe. 

As  already  stated,  sufficient  homeward  freight  could  be  easily 
collected  at  Vera  Cruz  for  such  monthly  service,  which  would 
make  European  markets  more  accessible  and  supply  a  want  to 
producers. 

The  necessity  for  a  direct  service  should  induce  steamship 
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companies  to  take  the  matter  seriously  into  consideration,  to  study 
the  establishment  of  competent  agencies  in  the  country  and  the 
nijxnuer  of  collecting  homeward  freight,  for  which  purpose  it 
would  probably  be  found  advisable  to  liave  small  craft  on  the 
coast  as  feeders  to  the  ocean  boats. 

The  delay,  expense,  and  annoyance  caused  to  shipping  fron^  QuaMntini* 
Vera  Cruz  calling  at  United  States  ports  through  the  stringent  ^^'crui 
enforcement  of  quarantine    laws   should    induce    shipowners    to 
separate  the  Mexican  trade  from  the  cotton  trade  to  Liverpool. 

As  it  is,  during  the  quarantine  season  there  is  a  United  States 
quarantine  officer  stationed  at  Vera  Cruz  who  inspects  all  vessels 
bound  to  United  States  ports,  and,  should  a  vessel  lie  alongside  at 
Vera  Cruz,  take  passengers  fnnn  here,  or  engage  any  seaman,  such 
action  is  made  the  cause  of  extra  (quarantine.  This  tends  to  cripple 
the  port  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Table  A  gives  the  imports*  througli  Vera  Cruz  duruig  the  three  Importe. 
years  ended  June  *50,  1 899,  and  thev  show  a  yearly  increase  of 
some  700,000/. 

Table  B  gives  tlie  principal  articles  of  importation  through 
Vera  Cruz  during  the  years  1896-97  and  1897-98  witli  tlie  totals 
imder  the  general  headings  fo^  1898-99,  the  details  for  this  last 
year  not  having  been  obtained. 

The  considerate  increase  in  importations  is  no  doubt  due  to 
the  continued  development  of  the  country,  the  steady  advance  of 
construction  work,  the  development  of  mines  and  other  industries 
in  the  interior  and  other  such  causes  that  tend  to  raise  the  demand 
for  foreign  goods  and  products. 

The  late  rise  in  the  price  of  coal  will  no  doubt  affect  the  return 
of  importations  for  the  year  1900-01,  as  also  many  industries  of 
the  country. 

Importations  of  textiles  have  also  increased,  and  this  increase 
will  probably  continue  in  consequence  of  high  prices,  to  which 
the  native  article  is  more  sensitive  than  the  foreign.  Again,  the 
recent  rise  in  the  value  of  silver  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  import 
trade. 

Table  C  gives  the  principal  articles  of  export  through  Vera  Expoi-u. 
Cruz  for  ihe  three  years  ended  June  30,  1899. 

Table  D  gives  the  exports  for  the  year  1898-99  with  their 
destination. 

From  these  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  the  exports  have  yearly 
increased. 

The  effects  of  the  Spanish- American  war  are,  however,  very 
marked  on  these  returns. 

The  scarcity  of  the  Cuban  market  absorbed  large  supplies  of 
foodstuffs  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  gave  rise  to  a  considerable  export  in 
cattle.  The  demand  for  cattle  became  so  urgent,  and  price?}  so 
high  that  these  districts  were  drained  to  an  extent  that  will  for 
some  time  affect  the  home  supply  and  has  caused  a  rise  in  home 
prices. 

The  Cuban  market  is  now  flooded  and  production  havins;  been 
restored  in  that  country,  exports  to  Cuba  have  since  declined. 
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Shipping. 


The  same  cause  increased  the  returns  of  tobacco,  which  after 
experiencing  a  boom  have  since  seriously  fallen  off. 

A  more  healthy  indication  of  an  increase  in  exports  was  the 
shipment  of  grain  cargoes  to  Europe  in  1898  and  1899,  chiefly 
barley.  This  was  consequent  on  good  harvests,  low  silver,  and 
European  prices,  and,  althougli  latterly  these  shipments  have 
fallen  off,  yet  they  can  be  resumed  under  the  recurrence  of 
favourable  circumstances. 

Unfortunately  the  returns  of  cattle  and  grain  shipments  are 
included  under  tlie  heading  *'  Miscellaneous  '*  in  ths  Vera  Cruz 
statistics. 

Vanilla  and  rubber,  which  at  prei:cnt  are  but  small  items  in 
the  returns  are  destined  in  the  future  to  become  articles  of  the  tirst 
importance. 

Tables  E  and  F  give  the  shipping  returns  for  the  two  vear.s 
1898-99. 

During  the  Spanisli- American  war  many  vessels  of  both  these 
nationalities  ceased  to  run,  and  their  freight  was  taken  uj)  by 
vessels  of  other  nationalities.  Since  peace  has  been  restored  the 
Spanish  and  American  lines  have  resumed  their  services. 

There  is  a  falling-off  of  shipping  during  the  present  year 
probably  caused  through  the  reduction  of  coal  importations  conse- 
quent on  high  prices  and  the  diversion  of  freight  to  other  ports. 

Fnim  Janunrv'  1  to  SepU'Uiber  30,  1900,  shipping  shows  a 
falling-off  of  nearly  40,000  tons  register  as  shown  ])elow : — 


Tonnage  of  all   Vessels  Entered   Vera  Cruz  from  January  1 
September  30,  1899  and   1900. 


to 


1900. 


1899. 


I 


From  January  1  to  July  Si- 
British  shipping 
Other  foreign  shipping 
Mexican  shipping 

During  August — 
British  shipping 
Other  foreign  shipping 
Mexican  shipping 


During  September — 
British  shipping 
Other  foreign  shipping 
Mexican  shipping 


.   Tonnage. 

.1  129,318 
.  219,919 
.  I      51,239 


20,653 

27,135 

6,621 


Total      I  „,  Total 

Tonnage.  I  ^o°"»g«-  .  Tonnage. 


Total 


400,476 


44,886 


54,409 


141,963 

216,072 

68,139 


26,353 

31,992 

8,074 


14,977 
32.028     ! 
9,687     I 


416,174 


66,419 


499,771 


56,692 
539,285 


Harbour 
works. 


The  harbour  works,  which  are  being  successfully  carried  out. by 
Messrs.  S.  Pearson  and  Son,  of  London,  are  nearing  their  completion 
and  may  be  expected  to  be  finished  by  next  March,  though  the 
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additional  works  to  the  original  contract  will  prolmbly  necessitate 
A  year  or  two  longer. 

The  work  constructed  up  to  October,  1900,  is  as  follows: — 
The  north-west  and  north  walls  which  connect  the  mainland  with 
Ulna  on  the  Gallega  reef,  a  distance  of  about  a  mile.  This  north- 
west wall  protects  the  harbour  from  the  northerly  gales  which, 
previously  to  its  constniction,  prevented  work  in  the  bay  and 
were  a  danger  to  shipping.  Since  the  construction  of  this  wall 
vessels  are  enabled  to  lie  alongside  in  all  weather  and  to  work 
<jargo. 

From  the  Oallega  reef  on  the  south  of  Ulna  springs  the  north- 
east breakwater,  about  740  metres  long,  the  end  of  which  forms 
one  side  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbour.  At  this  entrance  which 
is  260  metres  wide  there  will  be  two  small  entrance  lighthouses, 
•one  on  the  nortli-east  })reakwater  and  the  otiier  on  the  south-east 
l)reakwater. 

The  south-east  breakwater  is  not  (piite  completed.  Its  length 
is  to  be  about  930  metres  and  it  springs  from  the  south  side  of  the 
town.  It  runs  out  to  the  Lavandera  reef  in  a  south-easterly 
■direction.  About  a  kilometre  to  the  north  of  the  south-east 
breakwater  towards  the  town,  runs  out  a  protection  wall,  taking 
the  same  direction  as  the  south-east  breakwater.  This  protection 
wall  is  nearly  completed. 

The  space  between  tlie  south-east  breakwater  and  the  protection 
wall  has  not  l)een  dredged  and  is  reserved  for  the  beaching  of 
small  craft. 

From  the  protection  wall  just  mentioned  to  the  north-west 
wall,  right  across  the  front  of  the  town  runs  a  quay  wall,  reclaim- 
ing a  considerable  number  of  acres  of  foreshore.  This  quay  wall 
has  a  granite  coping  and  is  about  2  kilom.  in  length. 

The  dredging  of  the  harbour  which  has  had  to  be  continuous, 
is  now  practically  completed.  The  mean  depth  in  the  bay  is 
28  feet  below  low  water  with  a  channel  to  and  alongside  the 
deep-sea  jetty  of  ?>?>  feet.  The  other  piers  have  28  feet  of  water 
alongside. 

These  piers  are  the  custom-house  steel  pier,  180  metres  long 
by  22  metres  wide,  which  has  been  in  use  for  some  time. 
Messrs.  S.  Pearson  and  Son's  pier  130  feet  long,  and  the  two  piers 
built  by  the  railway  companies,  viz.,  that  of  the  Mexican,  100 
metres  long,  and  that  of  the  Tnteroceanic,  150  metres  long.  The 
deep-sea  stone  jetty  is  under  construction.  The  walls  of  this  pier 
will  soon  be  finished  and  will  have  a  granite  coping,  and  refilling 
will  soon  be  completed.  This  pier  will  he  380  metres  long  by 
100  metres  wide,  witli  33  feet  alongside  below  low  water  and 
will  accommodate  seven  large  steamers  alongside  at  the  same  time. 
It  will  be  fitted  with  all  modern  appliances  for  the  handling  of 
freight  by  day  and  night.  Warehouses  will  be  erected  on  it  and 
it  will  be  furnished  with  railway  connections  and  all  modern 
appliances  worked  by  hydraulic  and  electric  power. 

Hydraulic  cranes  and  capstans,  electric  light  and  weighing 
acales  will  be  erected  on  the  wharves  where  required  and  proper 
railway  and  tramway  connections  laid  down. 
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Fire  float. 


Floating 
docks. 


Coal- 

diBcharging 

plant. 


Sewage  works 


Water  supply. 
Tramwajs. 

Alyarado 
railway. 


A  graving  dock  600  feet  long  is  to  Ixi  constructed,  and  a  coal 
jetty  and  a  landing  stage  for  passengers  are  uniier  consideration. 

The  necessity  for  some  means  to  discharge  heavy  weights  in 
\'era  Gruz  by  stationary  sheer  legs  (»r  a  floating  crane  should  not 
l>e  overlooked. 

Two  warehouses,  each  160  feet  square,  ai-e  being  built  and  the 
present  premises  of  the  customs  will  be  altered  and  i-econstructed. 

A  combined  fire  float  and  tug  by  Messrs.  Merryweather 
and  Co.  has  been  brought  out  by  the  Government  for  use  in 
the  bay. 

The  (Tovernment  steel  floating  dock,  capable  of  lifting  1,500 
tons,  has  given  satisfactory  ixisults  during  the  last  two  years  for 
coasting  boats,  &c. 

The  Mexican  Kailway  Company  has  built  a  small  wooden 
floating  dock,  aipable  of  lifting  200  tons  for  small  craft,  the 
necessity  for  which  has  been  long  felt  in  the  port. 

In  connection  with  the  Munson  Steamship  Line  which  plies 
between  the  United  States  ports  of  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and 
Norfolk  and  the  Mexican  ports  of  Vem  Cruz  and  Tampico,  the 
Intenif.tional  Coal  Company  of  Vera  Cruz  has  established  a  coal 
discharging  plant  in  this  harbour. 

Thig  plant  consists  of  four  steam  liopj)er  barges,  capable  of 
storing  some  300  tons  each  and  fitted  with  a  contrivance  of  self- 
filling  buckets  running  on  wires  and  workeil  by  steam  power,  by 
which  means  coal  is  automatically  taken  from  the  hold  of  a  sliip, 
run  the  length  of  the  barge  on  an  elevate*  I  wire  way  and  discharged 
into  railway  cars  through  shoots. 

Tins  contrivance  which  is  an  American  patent,  similar  to  that 
in  use  at  the  port  of  Boston,  should  discharge  160  tons  per  hour 
or  1,600  tons  per  day  of  10  hours.  The  owners  assert  that  this 
plant  has  given  good  results  in  Vera  Cruz  and  that  they  have 
discharged  as  much  as  1,000  tons  per  day. 

It  is  intended  with  these  facilities  to  keep  a  supply  on  hand 
for  the  puipose  of  coaling  vessels.  At  present  only  about  i>00 
tons  are  available  for  this  object,  the  present  rates  charged  teing 
16  dol.  (say  32«.)  per  ton,  free  on  board,  without  trimming. 
This  coal  is  American  and  the  tons  referred  to  are  of  1,000 
kilos. 

Tlie  sewage  works  are  now  being  carried  out  by  Messrs. 
S.  Pearson  and  Son  from  the  design  of  Mr.  William  Fox,  of 
London,  but  will  not  be  completed  for  at  least  another  year.  The 
sewage  is  to  be  pumped  over  tlie  north-west  wall  and  over  the 
Gallega  reef  into  10  metres  of  water  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  harbour. 

The  new  waterworks  for  A'era  Cruz  are  now  under  considera- 
tion, as  there  are  two  schemes. 

Tlie  Vera  Cruz  tramways  are  to  be  relaid  and  extended. 
Electric  power  is  to  be  used  for  passenger  traffic. 

The  Alvarado  Kailway  is  a  sliort  line  of  some  46  miles  which 
connects  Vera  Cruz  with  Alvarado.  at  tlie  mouth  of  the  river  of 
that  name,  or  more  properly  the  Papaloapam,  which  forms  the 
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principal  outlet  for  the  extensive  waterways  of  the  southern 
coast  lands  of  Vera  Cruz.  This  railway  has  been  in  a  neglected 
state  for  some  time.  It  is  to  be  reconstructed  and  converted  to 
the  standard  gauge.  The  rolling-stock  will  be  renewed.  Much 
work  has  already  been  done  in  the  repair  and  convei*sion  of 
bridges  and  culverts. 

The  boat  service  on  the  rivers  to  the  south  of  Vera  Cruz  Birer 
connect  Alvarado  with  Tuxtepec,  on  the  Papaloapam,  a  distance  navigation, 
of  240  kiloms. ;  with  Talo  Herrado,  on  the  River  St.  Agustin, 
130  kiloms. ;  with  San  Juan  Evangelista,  on  the  San  Juan  river, 
285  kiloms. ;  witli  Play  a  Vicente,  on  the  Tesechoacan  river, 
225  kiloms. ;  with  Paso  Real  de  Soyaltepec,  on  the  River  Tonto, 
325  kiloms. ;  making,  a  total  distance  of  1,205  kiloms.  This 
service  has  been  increased  by  several  boats,  and  is  connected  with 
Vera  Cruz  by  coasting  steamers,  as  well  as  by  the  Alvarado 
Railway. 

From  San  Juan  Evangelista,  on  the  San  Juan  river,  a  railway  San  Juan 
has  been  constructed  to  Juile,  on  the  Tehuantepec  National  line,  »ilv»y- 
a  distance  of  17  miles.     This  short  line  is  finished  and  in  use. 

The  Vera   Cruz   tramways,  the  Alvarado  and  the  San  Juan  New 
railways,  the  navigation  service  on  the  rivers  to  the  south  of  Vera  company. 
Cruz,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  land  and  other  property  in 
the  port  of  Vera  ('ruz,  have  all  been  acquired  by  the  new  com- 
pany,  floated   in   London,   the   Vera   Cruz    (Mexico)    Railways, 
Limited,  with  a  share  capital  of  750,000/. 

The  railways  and  navigation  services  controlled  by  this 
Company  give  satisfactory  means  of  transport  to  Vera  Cruz  as  a 
port  of  shipment  for  products  from  some  of  the  richest  lands  in 
the  country.  The  connection  by  rail  between  the  San  Juan  river 
and  the  Tehuantepec  Railway,  opens  up  communication  from  this 
district  with  Coatzacoalcos  and  Salina  Cruz. 

When  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Pacific  Railway  is  constructed  viS  y^^^  q^^ 
Cordova,  on  the  Mexican  Railway,  another  means  of  communica-  and  Pacific 
tion  between  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  and  the  capital  will  be  railway, 
at  the  service  of  the  public.     Several  miles  of  the  Vera  Cruz  and 
Pacific  liailway  from  Cordova,  viS  Monzorongo,  are  already  laid. 

It  is  a  fallacy  tliat  native  labour  is  cheap.     Wages  are  paid  in  Labour, 
silver,  and  at  a  low  rate,  but  the  results   of  native  labour  are 
dear  at  the  price. 

The  labour  question  in  Mexico  becomes  more  and  more  acute 
as  development  advances.  Greater  demand  has  raised  wages,  but 
the  scarcity  of  labour  to  be  obtained  hampers  and  restricts  pro- 
duction and  construction.  Naturally  the  scarcity  of  labour  is 
felt  more  in  some  localities  than  in  others,  and  the  lack  of  labour 
in  the  tropical  coast  lands  of  Vera  Cruz  is  particularly  acute. 

A  few  Chinese  and  others  have  been  imported,  but  the  means 
in  vogue  by  which  native  labour  is  controlled  are  not  applicable  to 
foreign  labour.  There  are  certain  drawbacks  to  the  importation 
of  any  considerable  amount  of  labour  that  require  consideration. 
There  is  no  legal  redress  for  breach  of  contract,  nor  means  of 
enforcing  the  fulfilment  of    contracts.     Employers  are  at  the 
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Health. 


caprice  of  labour  in  obtaining  which  they  have  had  to  incur 
heavy  expenses,  and  there  is  insufficient  guarantee  for  the 
labourer  against  arbitrary  action  on  the  part  of  the  employer. 

Skilled  labour  is  scarce,  but  it  is  not  advisable  for  intending 
immigrants  of  this  class  to  take  passage  until  assured  of  employ- 
ment by  some  trustworthy  employer. 

The  official  returns  of  mortality  in  Vera  Cruz  during  1898-99 
are  as  follows : — 


Cause. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

1899.         1          1898. 

Yellow  fever 

Pernicious,  bilious,   and  inter- 
mittent fevers. . 

Small-pox           

Tuberculosis 

Other  causes 

605 

236 

20 

339 

1,314 

126 

312 

390 
1,260 

Total 

2,514                    2,088 

The  returns  for  1900,  up  to  September  30,  are  as  follows : — 


Cause. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Yellow  fever           

Pernicious,  bilious,  and  intermittent  fevers 

Small-pox 

Tuberculosis            

Other  causes           

202 
125 
166 
229 
826 

Total        

1,538 

Calculating  the  population  at  30,000,  the  rate  of  mortality 
was — 


Year. 

Death  Bate 
per  Thousand. 

1897           

1898           

1899  ..          •■          ••          ••          ■• 

54 

69-60 

83-80 

The  outbreak  of  yellow  fever  which  commenced  in  August, 
1898,  stiU  continues.     Its  fluctuations  are  given  below. 
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Month. 


1898. 


Number  of  Deaths. 


1899. 


Januarj  . . , 

Februarj  .  . .  i 

March 
April  . . 

May ' 

June  . .  . .  . .  . .  I 

July 

August 

September     . . 

October         . .         . .         ... 

NoTember     . .         . .  . .  ! 

Deoember 

Total  • 


24 
88 
82 
28 


126 


1900. 


10 

5 

7 

11 

155 

208 

96 

57 

33 

16 

4 


8 

4 

1 

8 
28 
87 
27 
44 
50 
oontinuec 


605 


There  have  been  from  13  to  26  deaths  from  small-pox  per 
month  from  March  to  September,  1900. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  Vera  Cruz  is  bad,  but  much  is 
expected  from  the  new  drainage  works  in  course  of  construction, 
and  the  much-needed  water  supply,  which  is  under  consideration. 
At  present  the  actual  sewage  works  are  confined  to  the  reclaimed 
land,  but  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  open  the  streets  of  the 
town  it  is  feared  that  much  sickness  and  mortality  will  ensue. 

The  following  information  will  be   of  interest   to  steamship  Coaating 
lines  calling  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  especially  so  to  any  company  that  *™*«- 
may  have  in  consideration  the  establishment  of  a  direct  service. 

At  present  the  coasting  trade  between  Vera  Cruz  and  the 
other  ports  on  the  coast  consists  principally  of  supplies  from  Vera 
Cruz  in  foreign  goods,  foodstuffs,  and  material,  and  that  received 
from  the  coast  in  local  products,  such  as  tobacco,  vanilla,  dye- 
woods,  mahogany,  coffee,  cacao,  salt,  indigo,  raw  cotton,  hides,  &c. 

The  present  condition  of  this  trade  is  shown  in  Table  G. 

A  comparison  of  the  trade  and  shipping  of  the  Mexican  Gulf  Mexiean 
ports  of  the  Republic  is  given  in  Tables  H  and  I.  ^^  ?^^ 

These  returns  show  a  steady  increase  in  imports  and  exports 
during  the  three  years  ending  June  30,  1899. 

Vera  Cruz  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list  as  the  principal  port 
of  import,  whilst  Tampico  takes  the  lead  in  exports.'  The  tonnage 
of  shipping  that  entered  and  cleared  at  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz 
during  1898-99  is  some  32  per  cent,  of  the  total  tonnage  of  tlK- 
Gulf  ports. 

Changes  in  these  returns  in  the  future  may  be  expected.  At 
present  freight  is  being  diverted  from  its  natural  channels  thi-ough 
extraneous  causes;  the  importation  of  material  for  construction 
will  vary  in  accordance  with  the  demand  of  the  districts  supplied, 
whilst  the  continuAd  de'^^lopment  of  tlip  country  will  increase 
(693)  B 
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foreign  trade,  which  must  in  future  seek  more  direct  means  of 
communication. 

The  improvement  of  the  inter-oceanic  communication  over  the 
Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  between  ( 'oatzacoalcos  on  the  Mexican 
Gulf  and  Salina  Cruz  on  the  Pacific,  and  the  harbour  works  now  in 
course  of  construction  at  those  ports,  will  revolutionise  the  foreign 
trade  of  the  country.  This  route  will  coffer  greater  advantages  to 
certain  through  freights  between  Europe  and  other  parts  or  the 
world  than  at  present  exist. 

At  present  the  fine  natural  harbour  at  the  port  of  (.'oatzacoaleos 
is  hampered  by  the  bar  at  the  month  of  the  river  and  Salina 
Cruz  is  yet  an  open  loadst^ad,  whilst  the  railway  between  these 
ports  over  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  which  was  opened  to 
traffic  some  five  years  ago  is  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  condition. 

The  Mexican  Government  have  entered  into  a  50  years' 
partnership  with  Messrs.  S.  Pearson  and  Son,  Limited,  of  London, 
for  the  construction  of  harbour  works  at  the  two  ports  and  the 
improvement  of  the  railway,  a  work  which  is  estimated  to  cost 
over  8,000,000/.  This  firm  has  already  l)egun  operations  on 
the  Isthmus,  though  their  interests  have  suffered  severely  through 
the  unhealthy  climate  and  the  loss  of  many  valuable  lives  from 
yellow  fever  and  other  tropical  diseases  during  the  late  summer. 
The  health  of  the  Isthmus  has  since  improved,  and,  no  doubt, 
when  the  company  have  had  time  to  erect  accommodation  and  to 
improve  the  sanitary  conditions,  iliere  will  l)e  less  likelihood 
of  any  serious  outbreak ;  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  like  the 
c^oast  lands  of  Vera  Cruz,  is  sul)ject  to  tropical  diseases. 

The  bar  at  the  entrance  to  the  port  of  Coatzacoalcos  is  to  l^e 
cleared,  and  the  construction  of  the  training  walls  for  that  purpose 
has  been  begun.  There  is  to  be  a  depth  of  34  feet  of  w^ater  on  the 
bar,  and  wharves  will  be  constructed  on  the  river  banks  giving 
80  feet  of  water  alongside. 

The  construction  of  the  breakwater  at  Salina  Cruz  on  the 
Pacific  to  form  the  harbour  has  been  commenced,  and  material  has 
been  ordered  for  a  temporary  pier  for  immediate  facilities  for 
shipping.  There  is  to  be  a  depth  of  30  feet  in  both  the  harboura 
of  Salina  Cruz  and  Coatzacoalcos,  and  they  will  be  accessible  in  all 
weathers. 

The  Tehuantepec  railway,  which  is  stmie  200  miles  long  and  of 
the  standard  gauge,  will  have  to  be,  to  a  great  extent,  reconstructed. 
Of  845  bridges  and  culverts  all  but  about  12  will  have  to  be 
rebuilt,  being  at  present  merely  temporary  wooden  structures. 
The  line  in  places  will  be  diverted  and  shortened  and  the 
gradients  and  curvatures  improved. 

It  will  be  over  three  years  before  the  railway  is  completed,  and 
the  ports  are  in  such  a  condition  as  to  aftbrd  facilities  for  freight  and 
shipping.  It  is  intended  that  freight  be  taken  from  ship's  side  at 
one  port,  and  placed  alongside  ship  at  the  other  port  within 
24  hours  as  a  minimum  working  time,  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  rates  from  ship  to  ship  will  not  exceed  from  12.s.  to  los.  per 
ton. 
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This  Mexican  route  will  compete  with  other  routes  in  throuijh 
freights  between  Europe  and  the  Northern  Pacific  Coast,  Japan, 
China,  and  Australia,  and  with  that  of  the  Mismsiy>pi  Valley,  for  it. 
is  100  miles  nearer  to  San  Francisco  from  Coatzacoalcos  via  Saiina 
Cniz  than  from  New  Orleans  to  that  city  via  the  Southern  Pacific 
railway. 

This  route  for  through  freight  will  also  serve  and  stimulate 
production  on  the  Isthmus  and  adjacent  districts  comprising  some 
of  thB  richest  lands  in  the  country. 

Tehuantepec  inter-oceanic  route  is  destined  to  become  one  of 
the  principal  thoroughfares  of  the  world,  and  to  stand  as  a  lasting 
tribute  to  the  Government  of  the  Republic,  that  has  known  so 
well  how  to  apply  to  the  benefit  of  Mexico  foreign  energy,  enter- 
prise, and  capital. 

Table  A. — Imports  throui^h  Vera  Cruz  during  the  Three  Years 
from  July  1,  1896,  ^o  June  30,  1899. 


Origin. 


United  Kingdom 

India 

France   .. 

Q-ermany 

United  States    .. 

Spain 

Belgium. . 

Italy 

Other  countries 


Value. 


1898-99. 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

£ 

£ 

1* 

1,164,423 

969,789 

764,943 

45,274 

15,894 

23,177 

861,871 

841,968 

663,61  n 

643,469 

566,465 

358,762 

746,2^1 

628,971 

636,JJ70 

457,389 

311,862   1 

321,912 

76,419 

66,502 

48,139 

56,839 

27,728 

24,725 

172,309 

101,045 

75,583 

Total 


4,223,174 


8,530,224 


2,807,227 


Note. — Oonyerted  at  6  dol.  to  the  1/. 
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Table  B.— Principai,  Articles  of  Importation  through  Vera  Cruz 
during  the  Three  Yeai-s  from  July  I,  1896,  to  June  30, 
1899. 


ArticlM. 


1898-99. 


Value. 


1897-98. 


1S96-97. 


Value. 


Total. 


Value. 


Value. 


£ 

£ 

« 

£ 

« 

Animals     and     itenuB     under  < 

anbnal  producu           1 

266,853 

1 

183,446 

166,798 

Raw  cotton 

106,189 

29\h6 

Jute 

... 

20,821 

21,537 

16,988 

15,040 

Other  itema    ander    Tegetable 

producta 

492,450 

261,684     , 

284,952 

1 

405,582 

[360,875 

Copper        

5,367 

8,730 

Copper  articles      

73,953 

44,823 

Tin,  lead,  and  zinc          

2.011 

1,564 

.,              „       articles 

7,779 

8,673 

Iron  and  etet-l  wire  lendog 

12,295    : 

14,474 

... 

18,097 

15,li96 

... 

100,174     1 

66,786 

Other  items  ef  iron  and  steel    . . .  i 

185,973     , 

124,024 

QuicksilTer { 

Hydraulic  and  oommon  lime    ... 

23,..'7b     , 

12,196     , 

... 

20,54» 

6,926 

Coal ■ 

67,251 

43,738 

Unrefined  petroleum       

... 

26.616     > 

34,603 

Olass,  crockery,  and  porcelain  ..., 

77,690 

79,290 

Other  itenu  under  mineral  pro- 

1 
1 

ducts       

828,763 

61,860    1 

682,392 

54,991 

517,313 

Cotton  yam  and  thread 

... 

77,469    ; 

38,880 

.,      cloth         

343,101 

328.199 

n      articles      

... 

110,223    ' 
530,793    ' 

89,469 

466,548 

Linen  yam  and  thread 

23,164    , 

10,388 

„      cloth           

... 

44,085 

41,651 

M      "tides        

... 

5,424 

1 

5,624 

... 

72,673' 

57,663 

Woollens,  spun  wool       

4,794 

1,997 

doth 

... 

213,978 

165,544 

•rticles          

11,433 

31,332 

230,205 

198,873 

9Uks  and  stlken  goods    

63,587 

49,850 

Other  textiles  of  mixed  material 

1,178,678 

95,439 

992,687 

80.694 

Items  under  textiles       

159,026 

130,544 

843,628 

Chemicals  and  drugs      

169,274 

... 

143,924 

... 

87,385 

Wines,  spirits,  waters,  4k. 

320,722 

277,166 

267,160 

Paper  and  paper  artides 

227,731 

156,468 

165,216 

Tools           

•  M 

26^165 

18^343 

8dentific  instruments     

... 

8,739 

8,966 

Machinery  proper           

... 

331,344 

208,209 

other  items  under  machinery  ... 

560,321 

66.356 

431,604 

55,956 

286,474 

Vehicles      

38,384 

' 

10,386 

19,063 

Arms  and  exploslTes       

46,608 

.*. 

161,727 

26,109 

114,000 

... 

94^832 

... 

77,206 

Total     

• 

4,228,174 

i 

8,630,224 

... 

2,807,227 

NoTB.-^onTerted  at  5  dol.  to  the  II. 
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Table  C. — Return  of  Exports   through  Vera   Cruz  during 
Three  Years  from  July  1,  1896,  to  June  30,  1899. 


the 


Articles. 

1898-99. 

1897-08. 

1806-97. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Coffee        

14,681 

642,817 

16,244 

828,844 

12,889 

816,011 

Tobacco,  manolMtured 

890 

86,988 

880 

90.277 

401 

96,826 

„       raw       

2,070 

261,664 

8,086 

862,678 

1,206 

162,404 

Broom  root          

2,780 

86,862 

8,471 

08,266 

3,706 

108,712 

Hides  and  skins 

1,607 

81,170 

1,986 

112,684  • 

1,888 

72,088 

Marble       

282 

2,600 

848 

8,443 

2,488 

20,680 

Beans  and  peas 

18,682 

198,093 

6,049 

90,139 

2,681 

74,896 

Vanflbi      

29 

98,920 

11 

88,262 

.    10 

47,816 

Chicle        

89 

3,400 

77 

6,007 

210 

22,684 

1,641 

6,709 

1,014 

6.818 

627 

8,021 

Dyewoods 

8,858 

10,160 

3,427 

14,860 

2,899 

7,768 

Sujfar        

8 

127 

Fraction 

10 

207 

2,067 

Bnbber      

78 

12,986 

19 

3,164 

14 

1,678 

GarUc        

267 

4,492 

74 

1,286 

66 

908 

Jalap         

70 

2,859 

72 

2,896 

160 

6,100 

Miscellaneous 

27,627 
68,189 

387,210 

6,676 
42,277 

128,816 

2,466 

37,620 

Total 

1,817,997 

1,776,282 

31,262 

1,478,879 

Ores  and  preeions  metals 

1,034.180 

1,001,647 

- 

761,876 

Grand  total 

... 

2,852,177 

... 

2,777,929 

2,240,264 

NoTB.—ConTerted  at  Id  dol.  to  the  1/. 


Table  D. — Destination   of  Exports   through  Vera  Cruz  during 
the  Years  1898-99. 


Destination. 

Ores  and  Precious 
Metals. 

Aicrlcultural  and  other 
Items. 

Total. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.  ,       Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

United  Kingdom... 

Fnunoe      

Qermany 

United  States      ... 

Spain         

Cuba         

Belgium    

Other  countries  ... 

Tons. 

2,928 

42 

197 

664 

£ 

726,767 

160,722 

6.607 

183,680 

4,640 

4,024 

Tons.                  £ 

16,042      1        168,096 
3,046       .       110,199 
4,466      1        181,218 

17,661             779,290 
6,808              104,466 

17,982      •       881,006 
1,682      ;         79,978 
2.064      1         68,766 

68.139           1,817,907 

Tons. 

18,970 
8,087 
4,662 

18,826 
6,808 

17,982 
1,682 
2,064 

£ 
888,868 
270,921 
186,720 
912,820 
109,106 
886.029 
79,978 
68,766 

Total 

8,881 

1,084,180 

71,970 

2,862,177 

Non.— ConTerted  at  10  dol.  to  the  W. ;  the  ton  equals  1,000  kilos. 
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Table  E. — Return  of  Shippiag  at  the  Port  of  Vera  Cruz  for 
the  Year  ended  December  31,  1898. 

Entered. 


Nationality- 

Sailing. 
Number  of  ,       ^oni 

Steam. 

Number  of  '       -,.„_ 
Vessels.    1      T^'- 

Total. 

Number  of         -, 
Vessels.          ^°^' 

Brifeiih       

American 

Spanish      

German     

French      

Korwecrlan 
Other  naUonaUties 
Mexican  (coasting) 

8 
61 

4 

36 

108 

102 

2,466 
21,706 

5V776 

148 

31 
31 
44 

12 
49 

1 
224 

289,485 
70,909 
60,499 
68,268 
20,092 
42,043 
1,428 
89,827 

166 
92 
81 
44 

12 
68 

I 
269 

241,901 
92,614 
60,499 
68,263 
20,092 
48,538 
1,423 
96,603 

Tolal      

,.   for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

81,442              640          t     602,491 
I       28,189              664               664,944 

Cleared. 

648 
666 

628,933 
678,133 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

American 

Spanish     

German      

French      

Norwegian 

Mexican  (coasting) 

9 
54 

"3 
85 

2,806 
16,886      > 

"927 
6,'776      1 

142 
29 
82 
46 
12 
46 
1 

224 

288,840 
68.066 
62,427 
69,644 
20,092 
87,680 
1,428 
89,808 

151 
68 
82 
46 
12 
48 
1 

269 

241,646 
84,962 
62,427 
69.644 
20,092 
88,607 
1,423 
96,684 

Total      

„   for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

101 
100 

26,896 
28,271 

580 
669 

687,980 
661,891 

681 
669 

614,376 
675,162 

Table  R— Eeturn  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Vera  Cruz  for 
the  Year  ended  December  31, 1899. 

Entered. 


SidUBf.                              9tmM, 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  nf 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

BrttialL      

American 

SnanJih     

Cferman     

French      

Nonreglaa 

4 
46 

"i 

40 

966 
17,166 

"688 
6,587 

188. 

66 

48 

87 

12 

38 

1 

281 

288,804 
181,268 
109,846 
64,098 
26,206 
83,664 
846 
91,198 

187 
101 
48 
87 
12 
40 
1 
271 

240,269 
148,484 
109,846 
64,098 
26,206 
84,287 
846 
96,780 

Tolal      

„   fortheyMur 
preeediBg     ... 

91 
108 

24,801       ,        666 
81,442       '        640 

666,414 
692,491 

647 
648 

700,716 
628,988 
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Sailing. 

I 

Steam. 

Totol. 

Kailonallty. 

Number  of 
VesMls. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VesseU. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

3 

841 

180 

236,506 

183 

236,347 

American 

49 

21,847 

S6 

180,077 

106 

151,924 

Spanish      

1           48 

109,346 

48 

109,346 

German     

1           37 

54,814 

37 

64,814 

French       

12 

26,206 

12 

26,206 

Norwegian 

i 

l,i61 

1          42 

38,017 

46 

39,168 

Other  nationalities 

1             1 

346 

1 

346 

Mexican  (coasting) 

88 

5,113 

232 

91,898 

270 

97,011 

Total      

93 

28,962 

568 

686,709 

661 

714,661 

„   for  the  year 

%  • 

prweding     ... 

101 

26,39ft 

680- 

587,980 

•     631 

614,376 

Table  G. — Return  of  Coasting  Trade  at  Vera  Cruz  during  the 

Years  1898-99. 


Received  at  Vera  i 

3ruz. 

Despatt 

Jied  from  Ver 

»  Crus. 

Ports. 

Number  of 

Tons  of 

Value. 

Number  of 

Tons  of 

Value 

Packages. 

1,000  Kilos. 

Packages. 

1,000  Kilos. 

AlTarado  

23,832 

1,269 

6,265 

12,860 

493 

1,667 

Campeche 

19,686 

2,098 

4,320 

51,411 

4,109 

156,666' 

Celestum 

64,366 

6,770 

6,017 

5 

2 

38 

Coatzacoalcoe      ... 

16,644 

1,868 

17,614 

104,330 

6,737 

266,106 

Frontera    

89,282 

1,165 

68.217 

48,970 

3,908 

195,662 

IfgaoMi     

6,777 

316 

3,707 

33,588 

2,123 

67,818 

Naatla       

7,697 

582 

20,785 

32,667 

1,861 

43,337 

Progreso    

48,770 

4,636 

21,499 

191.792 

14,691 

456,738 

Tampico    

Tecolutia 

29,662 

1,444 

26,066 

43,116 

2,619 

119,116 

6,784 

900 

48,377 

36,207 

1,247 

41,G44 

126,119 

5,742 

208,688 

110,684 

7,118 

94,645 

Tuxpam     

11,638 

360 

9,670 

18,061 

1,467 

39,986 

Totol      

398,996 

27,084 

486,126 

683,681 

46,170 

1,480,126 
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Table   H. — Return  of  Trade  at  Mexican  Gulf  Ports  during  the 
Three  Years  from  July  1,  1896,  to  June  30,  1899. 

Imports. 


Ports. 

Value. 

1898-99. 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Vera  Cruz 

4,228.174 

3,530,224 

2,807,227 

Tampico.. 

1,644,603 

1,483,583 

1,764,656 

Progreso 

480,806 

292,557 

292,708 

Campeche 

51,304 

41.774 

36.005 

Lapuna  . . 

18,054 

•  .  19,514 

17,979 

Froniera 

67,780 

50,306 

49,384 

Coatzacoalcos    . 

.    ^     .. 

40,359 

29,170 

21,030 

Tuipam . . 

8,554 

10,543 

15,386 

C*^her  Gulf  ports 

41,496 

36,301 

87,074 

Total 

6,576,129 

5,493,921 

6,080,442 

NoTi.— Converted  at  5  dol. 

to  the  1/. 

Exports. 

Value. 

Ports. 

1 

1898-99. 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Vera  Cruz          

2,852,177 

2,777,929 

2,240.254 

Tampico. , 

1      4,071,560 

3,649,254 

2,996,244 

Progreao 

1,946.520 

1,208,472 

844,813 

Campeche 

19.957 

91,480 

74,771 

Laguna  .. 

157,842 

137,022 

169,376 

Front^ra 

80,874 

81,019 

41,836 

Coatzacoalcos    , 

62.888 

66,852 

28,519 

Tuxpam. . 

, 

68,555 

67,539 

116.481 

Other  Gulf  ports 

46,614 

23,447 

31,298 

Tota 

1 

.. 

9,296.987 

8.102,014 

6,641,041 

NoTB. — Conyerted  at  10  dol.  to  the  1^. 
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BefprenM  to  previous  Report^  Anntuil  Sefn.e»  No.  1762. 


Beport  on  the  Finances  of  the  Netherlands  for  the  Year  1899-1900 
iy  Mr.  Arthur  Peel,  Second  Secretary  to  Her  Majesty* s  Legation 
at  the  Hague. 

(Beoeired  at  Foreign  Office,  February  16.  1900.) 

According  to  the  statement  made  by  the  Minister  of  Finance 
before  the  members  of  the  States-General  in  presenting  the  budget 
for  1900,  it  appears  that  the  expenditure,  which  rose  in  the 
financial  year  of  1899  to  152,631,963  fl.  (12,719,330/.),  is  estimated 
for  the  year  1900  at  151,260,244  fl.  (12,605,020/.),  and  that  the 
receipts,  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  will  amount  to 
144,723,185  fl.  (12,060,265/.),  thus  leaving  an  estimated  deficit  of 
6,537,059  fl.  (544,765/.). 

This  statement,  published  as  usual  in  the  Staats  Courant, 
is  accompanied  by  a  table  (see  p.  12),  which  is  interesting 
because  it  shows  the  rate  of  expenditure  over  a  period  extending 
from  the  year  1879  to  the  year  1898.  The  expenditure  is 
classed  under  10  chapters  or  "  hoofdstuks,"  as  they  are  called, 
comprising  (I)  the  Queen's  Civil  list ;  (II)  the  National  Assemblies 
and  the  Queen's  Cabinet ;  (III)  the  Department  of  Foreign  Afifairs  ; 
(IV)  the  Department  of  Justice ;  (V)  the  Department  of  Interior ; 
(VI)  Ministry  of  Marine;  (VIlA)XationalDebt;  (VI  Ib)  Department 
of  Finance;  (VIII)  Ministry  of  War;  (IX)  Departmentof  Waterstaat, 
Industry  and  Commerce :  (X)  Ministry  of  Colonies ;  and  on  the 
examination  of  these  accounts  it  will  be  seen  that  the  lowest  point 
reached  was  in  the  year  1880,  when  they  amounted  to  113,050,610  fl., 
and  that  the  highest  to  which  they  culminated  was  in  1890,  when 
they  stood  at  165,937,911  fl. 

If  the  statement  on  p.  15  is  examined,  it  appears  that  for 
naval  services  the  sum  ranges  from  10,992,607  fl.  in  1885  to 
15,774,978  fl.  in  1896,  an  increase  therefore  of  less  than 
5,000,000  fl.  (416,667/.)  during  a  period  of  11  years.  There  has 
been,  however,  a  slight  increase  both  last  year  and  this  over  the 
total  of  1896,  the  estimates  for  18^9  standing  at  15,910,724  fl. 
(1,325,893/.),  and  for  1900  at  15,959,262  fl.  (1,329,938/.). 

Similarly  it  will  be  observed  that  during  the  same  period  the 

military  budget  ranges  from  19,709,085  fl.  in  1880  to  24,494,454  fl. 

in  1897.    The  mUitary  expenditure  in  1898  was  22,352,795  fl., 

but  for  1899  it  was  estimated  at  21,930,459  fl.,  and  for  the  current 
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year  at  22,584,783  fl.  (1,882,065/.),  an  increase  of  654,324  fl. 
(54,527Z.). 

There  is  a  strong  opinion  held  by  many  tauinent  Dutch  states- 
men that,  in  consideration  of  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  mer- 
cantile wealth  of  their  country,  die  navy  should  be  larger.  It 
consists  at  present  of  a  force,  Ijotli  home  and  colonial,  of  29  armoured 
and  36  cruising  ships,  l»ut  they  are  all  small,  there  being  no  armoured 
ship  over  5,400  tons,  and  no  cruiser  over  o,900.  This  is  cerLunIy 
not  a  large  fleet  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  Netherlands  rank 
as  the  third  largest  colonial  Power  in  the  world,  and  account 
is  taken  of  her  great  mercantile  marine,  and  the  extent  of  her 
trade  and  commerce.  Up  to  the  present,  however,  the  States- 
General  have  refused  to  agree  to  any  expense  beyond  that  of 
voting  money  for  the  construction  of  ships  which  should  form  an 
tioxiliary  s^^uadron  in  the  East,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  even 
that  this  comparatively  moderate  demand  was  granted,  owing  to 
the  various  opinions  held  as  to  the  form  of  vessel  which  should  be 
constructed. 

But  if  the  naval  forces  of  the  Netherlands  appear  small  in 
comparison  with  the  size  of  their  colonial  possessioiis,  the  same 
remark  might  be  applied  to  the  army,  which  numbers  on  a  war 
footing  only  1,950  otiicers  and  74,400  men,  with  a  militia  of  about 
43.716.  There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  military  iiccount  lor 
1900,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  of  654,324  fl.,  which  is  ex- 
plained by  more  money  to  be  expended  on  pay  and  pensions. 

I  pass  over  Chapters  II,  III  and  IV,  dealing  with  the  State 
Assemblies  and  Queen's  Cabinet,  and  the  Departments  of  Foreign 
Affairs  and  Justice,  because  the  modifications  in  the  expenditure 
of  these  administrative  bodies  are  comparatively  slight,  and  pro- 
<eed  to  the  accounts  in  connection  with  the  Ministry  of  Interior. 
On  examination  it  will  be  found  that  between  the  years  1879  and 
1898  there  has  been  a  very  large  increase,  viz.,  from  6,197,196  fl. 
to  14,329,874  fl.,  while  in  the  present  Budget  they  stand  at 
15,474,449  fl.  (1,289,537/.). 

From  a  perusal  of  the  various  details  given,  it  appears  that 
the  most  considerable  changes  that  have  occxirred  in  this  Depart- 
ment are  those  in  connection  with  the  expenses  for  education  and 
the  prevention  of  cattle  disease. 

It  would  be,  of  course,  beyond  the  scope  of  a  report  of  this 
nature  to  touch,  except  very  briefly,  on  the  system  of  national 
education  in  Holland.  It  may  suffice  to  say  that  the  Dutch 
Constitution  lays  down  that  education  must  be  free  for  all,  with- 
out regard  to  religious  creeds.  In  Amsterdam  a  child  can  have 
excellent  elementary  education  on  the  payment  of  a  fraction  above 
Id.  a  week,  and  for  a  fee  of  4c?.  a  week  this  instruction  is  com- 
bined with  elementary  French.  But  from  the  fact  that  the  State 
grant  has  risen  from  3,596,689  fl.  (299,724i)  in  1879  to 
10,499,739  fl.  (874,978/.)  for  1900,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  while 
the  necessity  is  recognised  that  the  country  must  be  abreast  of  its 
requirements,  the  cost  is  becoming  a  matter  of  very  serious  im- 
portance. 
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The  general  impression  drawn  by  anyone  who  may  study  the 
educational  system  of  this  country  is  that  it  is  eminently  fitted  for 
the  technical  training  of  those  who  purpose  to  enter  into  com- 
mercial or  industrial  occupations,  and  I  cannot  quit  this  subject 
without  referring  to  the  importance  which  is  attached  to  acquaint- 
ance with  modei-n  languages  as  well  as  to  the  extraordinary 
facility  with  which  they  are  spoken. 

In  the  elementary  schools,  which  now  number  nearly  4,500, 
and  which  receive  grants  from  the  State  to  the  auiount  of 
6,000,000  fl.,  where  elementary  instruction  can  be  obtained  in 
each  commune,  and  where  relief  is  gmuted  ibr  parents  wh»se 
circumstances  are  not  sufficiently  adequate  to  pay  the  small  lee 
charged,  the  children  are  invariably  taught  one  modern  language. 

In  the  gymnasia,  which  are  the  preparatory  schools  for  the 
University,  and  which  by  an  Act  passed  some  20  years  ago  must 
be  established  in  every  town  of  over  20,000  inlial>itants,  the 
course  of  instruction,  lasting  over  six  yeare,  includes  not  only 
Greek  and  Latin,  but  Dutch,  English,  French  and  German,  so 
tliat  it  may  well  he  thought  that  there  is  some  ^rround  for  tli(? 
coniplaini  sometimes  heard,  and  to  which  expression  was  given 
in  tlie  discussions  on  the  educational  vote  during  the  last  se.^aion, 
that  too  many  languages  are  taught  and  that  a  reduction  in 
their  mimbers  would  be  advisable. 

Before  concluding  my  remarks  in  reference  to  this  subject,  1 . 
desire  also  to  call  attention  to  the  efforts  made  in  all  the  branches 
of  technical  and  scientific  education,  and  the  importance  which  is 
attached  to  the  provision  of  such  teaching,  in  regard  to  handi- 
crafts, domestic  economy  and  commerce. 

The  rise  in  the  estimates,  however,  must  be  a  matter  of  serious 
concern  for  the  Mini^ster  of  Finance  when  it  is  realised  that, 
besides  the  State  grant  of  10,499,7o9  fl.  (874,978/.),  the  educa- 
tional estublisliments  receive  for  their  support  from  the  communes 
a  sum  of  about  13,000,000  11.  (1,083,3:^.4/.),  which  is  a  heavy 
burden  for  a  country  with  a  population  numbering  about 
5,000,000. 

The  other  point  to  which  attention  is  drawn  in  regard  to  the 
accounts  of  the  Ministry  of  Interior  is  the  expenditure  incurred 
by  the  attempts  made  to  prevent  the  spread  of  catule  disease.  It 
is  of  course  impossible  to  over-rate  the  enormous  losses  which  the 
most  important  industry  in  Holland  has  sustained  through  the 
ravages  which  the  foot  and  mouth  disease  and  tuberculosis 
amongst  cattle  have  produced,  as  well  as  through  the  closing  in 
consequence  of  the  German  and  Belgian  frontiers. 

The  question  of  the  free  importation  of  Dutch  cattle  into 
foreign  countries,  has,  as  Monsieur  de  Beaufort  stated  in  the 
Second  Chamber,  not  only  occupied  his  own  personal  attention 
but  that  likewise  of  the  Government  as  a  whole  ever  since  they 
have  been  in  office.  In  the  early  spring  of  1898,  when  the  con- 
dition of  the  cattle  had  somewhat  improved,  and  foot  and  mouth 
disease  began  sensibly  to  diminish,  the  hope  was  entertained  that 
it  would  shortly  disappear,  but  the  further  dp.nger  which 
(51fl)  A  3 
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threatened  the  cattle,  viz.,  tuberculosis,  interrupted  the  sxiccess 
of  the  negotiations  with  the  Belgian  Government  for  withdrawing 
the  veiy  strict  provisions  contained  in  the  various  decrees  of 
1893,  1895  and  1897  concerning  the  importation  of  cattle. 

Since  then  a  Royal  Commission  has  been  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  disease,  and  in  regard  to  the 
measures  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  adopt.  A  change  came 
when  the  Belgian  Government  proposed  that  a  meeting  of  Duccli 
and  Belgian  experts  should  take  place  for  a  common  interchange 
of  views,  the  result  being  that  on  October  15,  1898,  the  Belgian 
frontier  was  opened  for  Dutch  milch  cows.  The  prohibition  does 
not  extend  of  course  to  the  import  of  cattle  for  purposes  of 
slaughter,  which  has  been  permitted  for  many  years ;  still  in  spite 
of  the  concessions  which  the  Belgian  Government  have  made, 
every  plea  for  similar  treatment  has  been  met  with  a  refusal  on 
the  part  of  the  German  Government. 

There  is  a  decrease  this  year  under  Chapter  No.  VIIa,  which 
deals  with  the  National  Debt,  amounting  to  2,926,764  fl.  (243,897/.). 
The  Public  Debt  amounts  to  95,277,958/.,  and  the  interest  on  the 
debt  to  31,862,640  fl.  (2,655,220/.),  or  an  increase  of  105,806  fl. 
over  that  of  last  year,  while  the  amount  expended  in  redeeming 
the  debt  is  fixed  at  3,256,000  fl.  (271,334/.),  that  is  3,032,571  fl. 
less  than  was  estimated  in  the  Budget  for  1899. 

Thei-e  is,  however,  a  further  increase  to  be  noted  in 
Chapter  No.  VIIb,  which  deals  with  the  cost  of  the 
administration  of  various  branches  of  revenue,  pensions,  as 
well  as  loans  made  to  provinces,  and  which  has  risen  from 
17,603,436  fl.  (1,466,953/.)  in  1879  to  25,283,591  fl.  (2,106,966/.) 
for  1900. 

In  regard  to  these  provincial  loans  "uitkeering  aan  de 
gemeenten  "  as  they  are  called,  which  have  risen  from  8,297.300  fl. 
(691,442/.)  in  1879  to  13,644,309  fl.  (1,137,025/.)  in  1900,  it  may 
be  stated  in  explanation  that  the  State,  in  virtue  of  a  law  passed 
some  34  years  ago,  made  over  to  the  communes  the  power  of 
putting  various  laws  into  execution,  and  has  thrown  on  these 
local  administrations  the  expenses  thereby  occasioned.  In  com- 
pensation for  the  performance  of  these  duties  the  local  governing 
bodies  receive  certiain  State  grants  comprising  a  portion  of  the 
revenue  derived  from  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes  on  real  estate 
which  would  otherwise  go  into  the  National  Exchequer.  The 
State  pays  also  a  portion  of  the  salary  of  the  mayors  and  secre- 
taries of  the  communes,  and  inasmuch  as  in  virtue  of  a  recent 
law,  these  grants  have  been  re-organised  on  a  principle  which 
takes  into  account  the  number  of  inhabitants,  the  number  of 
families  who  are  incapable  of  making  any  direct  contribution,  and 
the  expenses  in  connection  with  charitable  associations,  the 
accounts  under  this  heading  have  risen  from  the  year  1897  by 
about  5,000,000  fl. 

The  two  remaining  chapters  are  those  for  the  Waterstaat  and 
the  colo  nies,  and  of  these,  the  accounts  for  the  latter  Department 
present  but  little  interest,  inasmuch  as  there  are  separate  Budgets 
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for  the  Dutch  East  and  West  Indian  colonial  possessions,  and 
the  expenditure  under  Chapter  X  has  regard  merely  to  certain 
administrative  outlay  amounting  for  1900  to  1,206,604  fl.,  being 
a  saving  over  the  amount  expended  the  preceding  year  of 
67,161  fl.,  a  saving  which  refers  principally  to  subventions  for 
the  Colony  of  Surinam. 

But  it  is  otherwise  with  the  Department  of  the  Waterstaat, 
because,  as  its  very  name  implies,  it  has  principally  to  deal  with 
the  supervision  of  the  wonderful  engineering  works  for  repelling 
the  inroad  of  the  sea.  Anyone  who  visits  the  Netherlands 
and  grasps  the  fact  that  one  half  of  the  country  is  below  the  level 
of  the  outer  waters,  and  is  able  to  realise  for  himself  the  skill, 
daring  and  enterprise  employed,  and  the  necessity  for  constant 
watch  which  this  conflict  with  the  waters  must  entail,  will 
naturally  be  led  almost  to  the  conclusion  that  of  all  the  Dutch 
administrative  bodies  that  of  the  Waterstaat,  on  which  the  country 
depends  for  its  very  existence,  must  be  considered  as  the  most 
important. 

In  the  accounts  of  this  Department  are  also  included  the 
expenditure  on  railways,  commerce,  and  industry,  posts  and 
telegraphs.  It  will  be  seen,  by  referring  to  the  table  on 
p.  17,  that  for  the  period  extending  from  1879  to  1898  the 
expenses  of  this  Department  range  from  19,000,000  fl.  (1,583,334/.) 
to  61,000,000  fl.  (5,083,334/.).  For  the  year  1900  the  amount 
estimated  is  set  down  at  27,421,265  fl.  (2,285,105/.)  or  885,734  fl. 
more  than  the  amount  estimated  under  this  chapter  for  1899. 
Of  this  sum  14,135,396  fl.,  as  against  13.988,954  fl.  for  1899, 
is  set  down  for  the  expenses  in  regard  to  the  Waterstaat,  and  these 
include,  besides  the  cost  for  the  erection  of  the  defences  against 
the  invasion  of  ocean  and  river,  those  for  the  improvement  of 
communication  by  land  and  sea.  AU  the  great  engineering  works 
undertaken  of  late  years  in  the  Netherlands  aira  at  the  promotion 
of  their  transit  trade.  Thus  the  new  waterway  of  Eotterdam  has 
been  deepened  so  that  the  largest  vessels  can  enter  and  sail  up 
with  the  tide  to  the  quays  of  Eotterdam,  and  consequently  this 
city  has  become  one  of  the  most  important  ports  in  Europe. 
Moreover,  large  sums  have  been  expended  by  the  municipality 
on  the  town,  on  its  harbours,  quays,  warehouses,  discharging 
berths,  electrical  cranes  and  coal  tips. 

Amsterdam  has  benefited  by  a  most  important  measure,  passed 
by  the  Chambers  on  July  24  last,  by  which  sanction  has  beeu 
given  to  an  enterprise  to  make  the  North  Sea  CaDal  available  for 
the  largest  vessels  which  can  enter  the  new  tidal  sluice  at 
Ymuiden,  opened  in  1896,  such  for  instance  as  the  vessels  of  the 
North  German  Lloyd  and  Holland- American  lines. 

This  is  a  project  which  has  had  many  advocates  for  some 
time  past  in  order  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  arising  from  the 
fact  that  steamers  of  the  very  lai^e  class  which  are  now  built, 
drawing  24  or  26  feet,  are  forced  to  lighten  part  cargo  at 
Ymuiden  before  proceeding  to  Amsterdam,  but  of  course  some 
time   must  elapse   before   Amsterdam   will   be   affected  by  this 
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measure,  the  total  cost  of  which  will  be  about  7,300,000  fl, 
<608,333i). 

The  Department  of  the  Waterstaat  includes  also  the  expendi- 
ture on  the  works  at  the  mouth  of  the  Maas,  by  which  that  river 
has  been  gradually  forced  to  return  to  its  ancient  bed,  an  under- 
taking which  has  thrown  so  much  credit  on  Dutch  energy  and 
enterprise.  It  includes  also  the  sums  spent  on  the  Merwede 
Canal,  which  forms  such  an  important  link  in  the  communication 
between  Amsterdam  and  the  Rhenish  provinces  of  Germany, 
and  I  may  add  that  by  a  Bill  passed  by  the  States-General  in 
July  last,  it  has  been  decided  to  make  a  harbour  at  Schevingeii. 

Of  the  other  accounts  the  largest  increase  appears  to  be  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  postal  and  telegraph  services,  which  is  esti- 
mated at  628,311  fl.  over  the  amount  placed  under  this  heading 
in  the  Budget  for  1899. 

To  meet  the  total  expenditure  of  151,260,244  fl.  the  Minister 
of  Finance  stated  in  his  speech  that  he  estimated  that  the 
receipts  from  revenue,  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  would 
amount  to  144,723,185  fl.  (12,060,265/.),  the  ordinary  being 
fixed  at  128,437.855  fl.  and  the  extraordinary  at  16,285,330  fl 
To  enable  the  public  to  judge  of  the  way  in  which  receipts  have 
increased  during  the  last  20  years  a  table  is  given  showing  the 
amount  of  revenue  collected  during  the  period  1879  to  1898,  and 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ordinary  receipts  have  risen 
from  103,503,169  fl.  (8,625,264/.)  to  138,365,846  fl.  (11,580,487/.), 
a  rise  expressed  in  English  currency  of  about  3,000,000/.  m 
the  Budget  of  1899  the  receipts  were  estimated  at  140,796,000  fl., 
so  that  if  the  anticipations  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  are  not 
disappointed  there  will  be  an  increase  for  1900  of  3,926,285  fl. 
It  must  be  said  that  there  is  evidently  no  apparent  cause  for  any 
disappointment  in  the  future  returns  of  the  various  heads  of 
income,  inasmuch  as  the  estimates  show  that  a  sustained  and 
increasing  prosperity  is  expected  in  nearly  every  department  of 
Dutch  national  life,  and  especially  in  the  proceeds  of  direct  taxa- 
tion on  those  industries  from  which  the  working  man  derives  his 
wages  and  the  middle  class  their  profits,  salaries  and  dividends. 
Direct  taxes  in  this  country  consist  of  the  land  tax,  the  personeel 
or  assessed  taxes,  the  tax  on  professional  trade  incomes,  and  the 
tax  on  capital. 

The  land  tax,  which  is  imposed  on  landed  property  at  the  rate 
of  6  per  cent,  if  not  built  upon,  and  5  J  per  cent,  if  built  upon, 
is  estimated  to  produce  12,635,000  fl.  (1,052,917/.),  or  145,000  fl. 
more  than  the  previous  year. 

The  personeel  or  assessed  taxes  are  estimated  at  8,600,000  fl. 
(716,667/.),  or  75,000  fl.  less  than  in  1899.  These  taxes  are  im- 
posed on  rent,  fireplaces,  furniture,  servants,  and  houses,  the 
prevailing  idea  being  that  the  tax  should  be  levied  on  those 
whose  means  permit  them  to  live  on  a  higher  scale  of  comfort  and 
indulgence  than  their  neighbours.  For  instance,  there  is  a  gradu- 
ated tax  on  the  number  of  servants  kept,  for  one  the  tax  is  4  fl., 
for  four  54  fl.,  for  ten  285  fl.  For  a  man  servant  the  tax  is  12  fl. 
more  than  the  scale  above  mentioned. 
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The  tax  on  professional  trade  incomes  is  calculated  to  produce 
5,675,000  fl.  (472,917/.),  that  is  631,000  fl.  more  than  in  1899. 
This  tax  is  leviable  on  all  persons  who  have  or  establish  a 
domicile  within  the  kingdom,  all  partners  of  a  Netherland  firm 
residing  in  the  kingdom,  all  factories  or  establishments  in  the 
kingdom,  all  Netherland  ofl&cials  outside  the  kingdom,  excepting 
those  in  the  Colonial  Service,  all  foreigners  partners  in  any  Nether- 
land firm,  all  railway  companies  in  the  Netherlands,  all  foreigners 
having  insurance  agents  in  this  country,  all  foreigners  having 
commercial  agents  in  this  country,  all  foreign  houses  that  trans- 
mit goods  or  chattels  through  an  intermediary  in  this  country,  all 
commercial  travellers. 

The  tax  on  capital  is  expected  to  produce  7,100,000  fl. 
(59,167t),  an  increase  of  100,000  fl.  over  the  amount  collected  on 
this  branch  of  revenue  in  1899. 

The  excise  dues  are  levied  on  sugar,  wines,  spirits,  salt,  soap, 
beer,  vinegar  and  meat,  and  from  all  these  dues  an  increase  is 
anticipated,  with  the  exception  of  those  levied  on  spirits. 

Sugar,  it  is  thought,  will  add  to  the  exchequer  receipts  a  sum 
of  1,650,000  fl.  (137,500^.)  more  than  it  did  in  1899,  the  figures 
for  1900  and  1899  being  respectively  13,200,000  fl.  (1,100,000/.), 
and  11,550,000  fl.  (962,500/.). 

There  is  a  slight  increase  estimated  in  the  returns  from  wine 
of  20,000  fl.  (1,667/.).  Under  this  heading  are  included  all 
fermented  drinks  entirely  or  partially  prepared  from  the  juice  or 
the  extracts  of  grapes,  raisins,  currants,  and  of  all  other  fresh  or 
dried  fruits.  Lees  are  considered  as  wine.  Unfermented  extracts 
or  juice  of  the  above  mentioned  fruits,  which  can  be  used  for 
making,  mixing  or  diluting  wine,  are  likewise  chargeable  as  wine. 
The  excise  amounts  to  20  fl.  per  hectolitre.  If  the  wine  contains 
more  than  21  litres  of  alcohol  per  hectolitre,  the  excise  for  this 
surplus  of  alcohol  is  charged  as  such  in  addition. 

It  will  be  observed  with  satisfaction  by  those  who  are  inte- 
rested in  the  temperance  movement,  that  there  is  again  a  decrease 
in  the  estimates  for  revenue  derived  from  spirits  of  100,000  fl., 
the  figures  for  1900  and  1899  being  respectively  26,100,000  fl. 
(2,175,000/.),  and  26,200,000  fl.  (2,183,334/.). 

Salt  is  expected  to  produce  1,500,000  fl.  (125,000/.).  Beer  and 
vinegar  1,420,000  fl.  (118,334/.),  or  70,000  fl.  more,  which  is 
probably  due  to  the  falling-off*  in  spirits.  Meat  3,400,000  fl. 
(283,334/.),  or  200,000  fl,  more  than  in  1899. 

Indirect  taxes  in  the  Netherlands  consist  of  stamp  duties, 
registration  fees,  charges  on  mortgages  and  succession  duties, 
and,  as  it  will  be  seen  by  refening  to  p.  20,  the  Minister  of 
Finance  expects  an  increase  of  353,000  fl.  (29,417/.)  on  stamps, 
100,000  fl.  (8,334/.)  on  registration  dues,  and  25,000  fl.  (2,084/.) 
on  mortgages.  Succession  duties  and  percentages  are,  however, 
anticipated  to  produce  a  lesser  amount  than  they  did  in  1899  by 
345,000  fl.  (12,084/.).  Import  duties  are  put  down  at  8,900,000  fl. 
(741,667/.):  or  an  increase  of  100,000  fl.  over  last  year.  The 
Netherlands  are  one  of  the  few  countries  in  the  world  which  value 
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the  benefits  and  blessings  flowing  from  the  adoption  of  a  free 
trade  policy,  inasmuch  as  their  import  duties  generally  speak- 
ing are  levied,  not  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  their  in- 
dustries, but  merely  for  purposes  of  revenue.  There  has  been 
since  the  year  1889  a  very  decided  increase  in  the  amount 
derived  from  this  particular  source  to  the  extent  of  over 
3,500,000  fl.,  and  in  view  of  the  increasing  needs  of  the  country, 
the  Minister  of  Finance,  without  any  intention  to  abandon  the 
wise  policy  hitherto  upheld,  considers  that  by  a  better  rearrange- 
ment of  these  duties,  he  will  be  able  to  secure  a  larger  provision 
for  the  future,  and  with  this  object  a  Bill  will  be  laid  this  session 
before  the  States-General.  Of  the  remaining  heads  of  taxation  it 
will  be  noticed  that  there  is  a  large  increase  of  463,000  fl. 
(38,584/.)  for  posts  and  241,000  fl.  (20,084/.)  for  telegraphs. 

The  expenditure,  therefore,  being  estimated  at  151,260,244  fl. 
and  the  receipts  at  144,723,185  fl.,  it  would  appear  that  a  deficit  is 
reckoned  upon  to  the  amount  of  6,537,059  fl.  (544,7557.),  but  the 
Minister  of  Finance  considers  that  inasmuch  as  the  expenditure 
includes  a  sum  due  to  railways  of  2,752,000  fl.,  and  another  sum 
of  713,000  fl.  for  the  works  undertaken  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Meuse,  these  amounts  should  be  subtracted  from  the  estimated 
deficit  of  6,537,059  fl.,  because  it  represents  an  expense  which 
would  probably  be  met  by  a  loan,  and  if  this  view  is  taken 
the  deficit  would  stand  at  3,072,059  fl.  But  whether  the  deficit 
may  be  regarded  at  6,000,000  fl.  or  3,000,000  fl.,  the  important 
point  lies  in  the  fact  that  there  is  a  deficit,  and  it  is  precisely  this 
inability  on  the  part  of  the  Netherlands  to  maintain  an  equilibrium 
which  forms  the  serious  side  of  the  financial  position  of  this 
country. 

In  making  the  annual  statement  the  Minister  does  not  begin, 
as  is  the  case  in  our  country,  with  a  review  of  the  accounts  of  the 
preceding  year,  because  they  are  not  yet  closed  and  finally 
balanced,  but  he  takes  a  retrospective  survey  of  the  last  few  years, 
starting  in  the  present  case  from  the  year  1897. 

Before,  however,  following  him  in  this  process,  it  will  be 
clearer  if  reference  is  made  to  a  former  report  on  this  subject  for 
the  year  1895-^96,  in  which  it  was  pointed  out  that  all  the  deficits 
up  to  and  including  the  year  1891  had  been  covered.  From  that 
time  it  appears,  according  to  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the 
financial  statement,  that  up  to  the  year  1897  the  deficits  have 
amounted  to  31,602,605  fl.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  year  1898 
gives  promise  of  more  satisfactory  results,  for,  as  far  as  can  be 
judged  by  present  indications,  the  estimated  deficit  will  amount 
to  3,580,000  fl.  For  the  year  1899  the  estimated  expenditure 
will  probably  amount  to  152,631,963  fl.,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  considered  that  the  receipts  will  be  higher  by  4,000,000  fl.  than 
had  been  expected,  producing  a  sum  of  144,796,900  fl.  and  leaving 
a  deficit  of  7,835,063  fl.  The  deficit  for  1900  will  amount,  as  has  been 
already  stated,  to  6,537,059  fl.,  and  it  must  be  recollected  that  this 
amount  may  be  increased  by  supplementary  credits,  consequently 
the    total  deficit   would   be  in   all   49,554,727  fl.   (4,129,560/.) 
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Against  this  must  be  set  off  balances  in  hand  to  the  amount  of 
16,089,215  fl.  (1,340,768/.),  and  it  may  be  concluded  that,  in  order 
to  provide  for  the  remainder,  recourse  will  have  to  be  had  to 
another  loan  with  the  necessary  result  that  an  increase  must  occur 
in  that  chapter  of  the  expenditure  marked  VIIa.  dealing  with 
the  National  Debt. 

This  report  does  not  pretend  to  give  anything  further  than  a 
short  survey  of  the  financial  position  of  the  Netherlands,  such  as 
anyone  may  gather  for  himself  from  a  perusal  of  the  annual 
Budget  statement.  Still,  without  entering  more  deeply  on  a 
subject  which  would  otherwise  present  many  complex  points 
this  statement  may  be  read  with  interest  in  view  of  the  dose 
commercial  relations  existing  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  Netherlands. 
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Enclosubb  2. 

Chapter  II.- 

—State  Assemblies  and  Q 

ueen's  Cabinet. 

Tear. 

Amount. 

Florins. 

1879 

590,897 

1880 

!••                 ..                •• 

604,183 

1881 

698,^19 

1882 

605.161 

1883 

599,271 

1884 

589,119 

1885 

592,251 

18S6 

568.520 

1887 

583,880 

1888 

613,322 

1889 

629,716 

1890 

621,328 

1891 

628,590 

1892 

664,768 

1893 

639,887 

1894 

602,637 

1895 

646,522 

1896 

648,322 

1897 

646,942 

1898 

674,963 

Chapter 

III.— Department  of  For 

eign  Affairs. 

Year. 

Amount. 

Florins. 

1879 

628,502 

1880 

621,319 

1881 

•  •       ••       ••       ••       •• 

667,465 

1882 

651,776 

1883 

648,358 

1884 

635,640 

1885 

638,691 

1886 

637,645 

1887 

633,396 

1888 

•  • 

645,325 

1889 

ti87,774 

1890 

735,699 

1891 

714,935 

1892 

742,895 

1893 

725,890 

1894 

.     758,044 

1895 

788,541 

1896 

••       .. 

812,429 

1897 

802,153 

1898 

830,166 
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Chapter  IV. — Department  of  Justice. 


Year. 

Amount. 

1879     '. 

1880  ..    

1881     

1882     

1888     

1884     

1885     

1886     

1887     

1888     

1889     

1890     

1891     

1892     

1893     

1894     

1895     

1896     

1897     

1898     

Florins. 
4,329,871 
4,366,530 
4,669,674 
4,861,207 
5,346,994 
6,286,716 
4.376,258 
4,288,969 
4,773,907 
4,875,721 
5,116,124 
6,062,648 
5,176.008 
5,301,851 
6,308,016 
6,160,465 
6,285,934 
6,216,476 
5,317,080 
5,613.185 

Chapter  V. — ^Home  Department. 


Year. 


1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 


Amount. 


Florins. 

.  6,197,196 

7,583,933 

10,047,806 

11,631,027 

12,884,6^0 

12.657,150 

10,010,382 

9,770,738 

9,744,390 

9,SI2,!Nj« 

9,7835,257 

10,059,068 

11,280,203 

12,431,392 

12,815,006 

12,676,644 

12,824,677 

13,627,254 

14,046,888 

14,329,874 
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Chapter  VI. — Dbpabtmknt  of  Marine. 


Chapter  VIIa. — National  Debt. 


Year. 


1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
ISOi 
1892 
18Q3 
189i 
1895 
1896 
18y7 
1898 


Amount. 


Florins. 
27,879,019 
27,938,243 
28,431,484 
29,148,886 
30,433,728 
82,132,818 
83,869,610 
84,390,953 
32,633,331 
35,602  241 
32,731,093 
34,025,500 
34,111,848 
56,442,366 
36,647,817 
84,4lG,<i68 
81,775,261 
32,135,616 
33,072,320 
8d,4o9,451 
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Year. 

Amount. 

1879          

1880           

1881           

1882           

1883           

1884           

1886           

1886           

1887           

1888           

1889           

1890           

1891           

1892           

1893           

1894           

1895           

1896  .  •         •  •         •  •                    •  • 

1897           

1898           

Florins. 
12,688,763 
12,369,920 
11,916,486 
11,861,394 
12,872,536 
12,035,031 
10,992,607 
11,981,241 
11,874,363 
11,961,292 
12,462,432 
12,592,600 
13,829,690 
13,9^,213 
15,180,634 
14,782,999 
15,365,425 
15,774,978 
15,378,065 
15,891,518 
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Chapter  VIIb. — Finance  Department. 


Year. 

Amount. 

1879           

1880            

1881            

1882            

1883            

1884            

1885  ..          ..          

1886            

1887           

1888            

1889            

1890           

1891           

1892            

1893           

1894            

1895           

1896           

1897           

1898           

Florins. 
17,603,436 
17,774,788 
18,144,495 
18,903,972 
38,760,127 
19,110,i05 
18,724,536 
18,050,723 
18,149,635 
18,815,636 
18,448,854 
18,212,375 
18,814,838 
18,825,505 
18,890,364 
19,024,156 
19,059,655 
19,800,163 
21,045,533 
24,185,556 

Chapter  VIII. — Department  of  War. 

Year. 

Amount. 

Florins. 

1879           

20,530,622 

1880           

19,709,085 

1881           

19,944,156 

1882           

20,935,251 

3883            

22,056,976 

1884            

20,006,729 

1885            

19,931,644 

1886            

20,047,550 

1887           ..         ..          

20,241,577 

1888           

19,761,822 

1889           

20,960,376 

1890           

21,066,928 

1891            

22,180,173 

1892            ..          

21,763,932 

1893           ..         •.          

21,882,673 

1894           ..          ..          

21,664,069 

1895           

28.085,966 

1896           

23,168,008 

1897           

24,494,454 

1898           

22,352,796 

) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NETHERLANDS. 

Chapter  IX. — Department  of  Waterstaat. 


IT 


Year. 

Amount. 

Florins. 

.     1879 

22^36,641 

1880 

19,936,637 

1S81     * 

27,160,639 

1882 

29,503,237 

1883 

32,656,742 

1884 

28,863.719 

1885 

•          ••         •  •          ••          •• 

21,r>09.2S2 

1886 

22,397,101 

1887 

21,867,871 

1888 

22,602,271 

1889 

•          «•         ••         ..          •• 

21,483,498 

1890 

•         ••         ••         ••          •• 

61,786,314 

1891 

21,865,9^8 

1892 

•          ••         ••          ••          •• 

19,631,267 

1893 

•          ••         ••          ••          •• 

21,181,933 

1894 

19,980,927 

1895 

19,310,731 

1896 

20,249,222 

1897     . 

21,603,889 

1898 

« 

31,492^840 

Chapter  X, — ^Department  of  Colonies. 


Year. 


1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1S02 
1893 
1894 
1896 
1896 
1897 
1898 


Amount. 


Flonns. 
1,782,917 
1,397,501 
1,829,738 
1,140,997 
1,032,765 
1,265,181 
1,219,509 
1,133,703 
1,300,770 
1,211,699 
1,125,953 
1,076,175 
1,211,421 
1,121,821 
1,863,240 
1,372,106 
1,368,898 
1,333,688 
1,281,664 
1,347,408 


(516) 
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netherlands. 
Enclosure  3. 


Table  showing  Estimates  of  Expenditure  for  the  Year  1900,  as 
introduced  by  the  Minister  of  Finance. 


Number. 


Departnu-nts. 


Amount. 


'  Florins. 

I        I  Queen's  Civil  List 800,000 

II       ;  State  Assemblies  and  Queen's  Cabinet    . .          . .  680,992 

III  I  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs 855,140 

IV  I                  „             Justice 5,825,516 

V       I                 „            Home  Affairs 15,474,449 

VI                        „             Marine 15,059,262 

VIIa        National  Debt         35, 11 8,0 10 

VIIb        Department  of  Finance 26,'J83,091 

Till                        „            War           22,584,783 

IX                         ..             Waterstiiat           27,421,265 

X                        „            uoionies '  1,206,604 

Unforeseen  expenditure      . .         . .         . .         . .  1  50,000 

Iota]           '  161,260,244* 

I 

*  Tlii    dof*  not  inrludf  fractions  of  the  florin. 
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Enclosure  5. 


Direct  Taa  h. 
Land  tax 

Personeel,  i.e.,  as^cised  taxes. . 
Tax  on  professional  and  trade 

incomes 
Property  tax     ,. 


Excise. 
Sugar     . . 
Wine 
Spirits    . . 
Salt 

Beer  and  vinegar 
Slaughtered  cattle 

Indiekct  Taxes. 

Stamp  duty 
Registration  duty 
Mortgage  duty. . 
Succession  duty 
Perct^ntages 


Tmpobt  Duties. 
Customs 
Stamped  formy. . 
Tax  on  gold  and  silver  wares 
Ordinary  domain 
AVar  Di'partment  domain 
Highways 

Canals,  femes  and  harbours 
Pdyt  office 
Teleji^raph  otiice 
State  lotteries  . . 
Shooting  and  fisliing  licences 
Pilotage 
Mining  dues 
State  railways  .. 
Mist-ellancons  receipts 
Netherlands  -  Indies     eontri 
hution — 

On    account     of     loan     or 
ffoat  ing  debt 

On  account  of  interest  and 
redemption  of  3^  per  cent, 
loan  . . 
Simis   accruing   from  sale  of 

domain 
Netherlands  bank  contribution 
Leges  in  virtue  of  the  Law  of 

May  9,1890 


Total . 


Nett  increase 


1900. 


Florins. 


12,635,000 
8,600,000 

5,675,000 
7,100,000 


13,200,000 

1,820,000 
26,100,000 
1,500,000 
1,420,000 
3,400,000 


3,128,000 

4,800,000 
465,000 

8,790,000 
3,882,000 


8,900.000 

17.250 

3(30,900 

1,570,000 

65,000 

136,500 

198,500 

9,910,0(J0 

2,O3(;,U0O 
651,000 
130,0tM.) 

2,000,000 
7,705 

4,300,190 

6,251,140 


Amount. 


1899. 


Florins. 


12,490,000 
8,675,000 

5,044,000 
7,000,000 


11,550,000 
1,800,000 

26,200,000 
1,500,000 
1,350,000 
3,200,000 


2,775,000 
4,700,000 
440,000 
8,900.000 
3,917,000 


8,800,000 

16,950 

300,900 

1,560,000 

65,000 

340,000 

385,000 

9,447,000 

1,795,000 
659,1.00 
130,000 

1,950,000 
7,245 

4.162',990 

6,009,565 


3,848,000 

3,8+7,250 

600,000 
1,125,000 

50(\000 
1,125,000 

155,000 

155,000 

144,723,185 

140,796,900 

Increase. 


Florins. 

145,000 

631,000 
100,000 


1,650,000 
20,000 


70,000 
200,000 


353,000 

100,000 

25,000 


100,000 
300 

10,000 


463,000 
241,000 


60,000 

460 

148,200 

241,575 


750 
100,000 


Decrease. 


Florins. 


75,000 


100,000 


110,000 
35,000 


203,500 
186,500 


8,000 


4,644,285 


718,000 


3,926,285 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Curaqoa  and  its 
Dependencies  for  the   Year  1899 

By  Mr.  Consul  Jesurun. 

(ReceiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  March  13,  1900.) 

The  apprehensions  which  were  entertained  that  the  year  1899  General 
would  be  a  hard  one  for  this  island  and  its  dependencies  have  reriew. 
been  confirmed.  It  has  been  really  worse  than  any  preceding 
year,  and  in  all  the  different  branches  of  business  the  results 
have  been  more  or  less  unsatisfactory.  The  general  condition 
of  the  inhabitants  has  been,  and  still  is,  in  a  state  of  unexampled 
depression,  while  the  continued  course  of  events  is  causing 
heavy  anxieties  for  the  future,  both  for  the  Grovernment,  the  mer- 
chants, and  for  the  inhabitants  in  general.  I  attribute  the  bad 
condition  of  the  colony's  trade  to  various  causes.  In  the  first 
place,  this  island  cannot  be  expected  to  escape  the  general  stag- 
nation which  pervades  the  neighbouring  Eepublics  of  Venezuela, 
Colombia,  Santo  Domingo,  and  Hayti,  on  account  of  their  constant 
internal  strifes  and  unsettled  state  of  politics,  and  the  low  prices 
obtained  on  the  foreign  markets  for  all  their  products — especially 
coffee  and  wood — the  unlimited  issue  of  Government  bank  notes 
at  the  three  last-named  Eepublics  causing  a  continual  rise  of 
premium  on  all  drafts.  This  island,  as  is  well  known,  is  able  to 
support  itself  only  on  its  splendid  geographic«J  situation.  The 
harbour  is  easily  approached  and  enterea,  and  offers  in  all 
seasons  a  secure  anchorage  for  vessels  of  no  matter  what  draft 
or  tonnage.  Curaqoa,  situated  in  latitude  12^  6'  North,  and 
longitude  65°  69'  West,  is  the  chief  port  of  transit  most  con- 
venient for  an  entrepot  through  which  trade  with  Venezuela. 
Colombia,  Santo  Domingo,  and  Hayti  could  be  carried  on, 
Curaqoa  being  entirely  dependent  on  said  Republics;  the 
important  mercantile  pursuits  of  former  years  would  be  still 
easily  renewed  on  the  removal  of  the  unfavourable  conditions 
existing  in  the  way  of  civil  war,  paper  currency  and  the  30  per 
cent,  differential  duty.  For  a  number  of  years  the  inhabitants 
of  this  colony  have  been  expecting  the  Dutch  Government 
to  make  some  favourable  arrangements  with  the  Venezuelan 
Government  as  to  the  30  per  cent,  additional  tax,  or  at  least  to 
endeavour  to  retain  the  transhipment  business,  which  also 
(525)  A  2 
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threatens  t»  slip  away  little  by  little,  and  thereby  considerably 
lessen  the  commercial  importance  of  this  island  on  ceasing  to  be, 
as  formerly,  the  principal  port  for  nearly  all  the  transhipment 
cargoes  for  and  from  the  aforementioned  Eepublics. 
Financial  The  financial  condition  is  already  very  acute,,  and  unless  the 

condition.  Government  materially  reduces  expenses  the  deficit  will  continue 
to  grow  larger  every  year.  This  is  due  especially  to  the  fact  that 
Curagoa,  Bonaire,  and  Aruba  have  to  make  sacrifices  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  the  Windward  Group  of  Saba,  St.  Martin,  and  St. 
Eustatius,  in  order  w)  pay  the  yearly  subsidy  to  the  French  Cable 
Company,  to  attend  to  the  continually  increasing  pension  funds 
and  other  heavy  expenses,  such  as  salaries  and  the  cost  of 
instruction  at  this  island.  The  anticipated  deficit  of  38,193  fl. 
for  the  year  1899  will  most  probably  be  increased  to  90,000  fl., 
if  not  more,  because  the  import  duties  and  excise  on  liqueurs 
and  strong  drinks  have  produced  very  much  lass  than  was 
expected  by  this  Government  when  the  Budget  was  made.  The 
probable  subsidy  required  for  1900  has  been  approved  by  the 
Netherlands  Government  at  82,566  fl. 

According  to  a  decree  issued  at  the  Hague  it  seems  almost 
certain  that  a  colonial  coin  containing  a  very  low  percentage  of 
silver  is  to  be  issued  as  legal  tender  to  the  amount  of  10  H.  equal 
to  16*'.  All  accounts  will  have  to  be  kept  at  a  fixed  rate  of 
94  c.  to  the  guilder,  and  all  documents  will  have  to  be  made 
out  in  that  money  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  monies  in  circula- 
tion in  this  island,  as  this  law  peremptorily  forbids  any  agreement 
to  be  made  to  the  contrary.  The  export  of  specie  years  ago,  and 
the  sudden  and  rapid  fall  in  the  value  of  all  South  and  Central 
American  silver-money,  especially  the  Colombian  peso,  which  was 
I  lien  the  only  silver  in  circulation  to  any  amount,  caused  a 
deficiency  in  currency,  which  not  only  affected  commercial  opera- 
tions on  account  of  the  high  premium  exacted  for  drafts,  but  was 
even  felt  in  the  transactions  of  daily  life,  as  parties  holding  a  few 
<>;uilders  in  change  would  claim  a  high  percentage  to  exchange 
same  for  gold.  The  obvious  remedy  then  for  these  evils  would 
have  been  the  introduction  and  use  of  such  a  metallic  curi-ency, 
easily  procurable  and  not  liable  to  be  exporteil  for  purposes  of 
remittances.  Cura^oa  merchants  were  reduced  to  the  alternative 
of  correcting  the  deficiency  themselves  or  of  continuing  to  suffer 
severe  losses  on  account  of  the  fluctuations  of  silver  which  has 
even  affected  this  Govenunent  to  a  large  extent  by  the  loss  which 
the  Colonial  Treasury  has  sustained  on  the  Spanish  silver  dollars, 
formerly  accepted  at  the  rate  of  2  fl.  50  c,  but  afterwards  reduced 
to  1  fl.  for  the  dollars  coined  before  the  year  1854.  A  few  firms  of 
repute,  possessing  considerable  capital  in  hard  cash,  selected  the 
former  course  and'  decided  upon  issuing  their  own  paper  cur- 
rency, thereby  establishing  the  gold  standard,  as  their  notes,  to 
the  amount  of  any  fractional  part  of  gold  pieces  in  circulation, 
could  be  exchanged  on  presentation  for  gold  or  vice  versft. 

Business  men  and  public  institutions  are  practically  unani- 
mous in  their  disapproval  of  the  present  resolution,  adapted  so 
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late  by  the  home  Grovernment,  and  at  such  an  inconvenien* 
time,  pix)viding  for  colonial  money  and  the  new  standard  of  94  c. 
to  the  guilder  or  florin.  On  learning  the  Grovernment's  intentions 
they  immediately  expressed  themselves  in  the  principal  news- 
papers here,  and  reproduced  in  Holland,  proving  clearly  the 
impracticability  of  such  a  standard  and  the  compulsory  circulation 
of  silver  coins  containing  less  silver  than  that  of  the  legal  tender 
of  the  Netherlands. 

The  retail  trade  of  the  place  will  be  placed  in  a  state  oi 
perpetual  revolution,  particularly  on  account  of  the  new  valur 
given  to  the  florin  reduced  and  fixed  at  94  c.  The  motives  which 
actuated  the  promoters  of  this  law  must  have  been  a  sincere 
desire  to  establish  a  permanent  and  uniform  rate,  therebj''  pre- 
venting the  commercial  classes  and  all  others  from  suffering 
pecimiary  loss  on  account  of  the  repeated  fluctuation  of  silver, 
and  the  possibility  that  some  of  the  mercantile  firms  issuing 
notes  might  be  unable,  at  any  time,  to  exchange  their  notes 
for  gold.  Should  the  consequences  of  this  monetary  change 
be  the  withdrawal  of  the  mercantile  paper  currency,  it  would 
cause  great  agitation  amongst  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  island,  as  they  would  lose  a  practically  uniform  gold  standard. 
As  regards  silver  this  law  appears  unnecessar}',  because  the  only 
silver  coins  in  circulation  are  the  British,  American,  French,  ami 
the  most  necessary  Venezuelan  silver.  The  Venezuelan  Govern- 
ment to  this  day,  contrar)"  to  all  the  other  South  and  Central 
American  Eepublics,  has  been  able  to  keep  up  the  gold  standard. 
Silver  from  all  other  South  and  Central  American  Repul)lics 
is  depreciated  and  very  seldom  seen  here  in  circulation. 

TJiis  measure  will  undoubtedly  produce  a  still  further  deprecia- 
tion of  all  silver,  because  there  is.  not,  and  there  cannot  be,  any 
available  Xetherland  silver  here  to  take  the  place  of  the  mercantile 
paper,  and  foreigners  who  come  to  make  purchases  will  be 
impressed  by  the  idea  of  continually  suffering  a  loss  of  6  per  cent, 
on  all  that  they  buy,  as  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  explain 
that  the  goods  are  sold  with  the  same  profit  as  before.  Theo- 
retically this  new  law  may  l)e  good,  but  special  circumstances 
render  the  present  money  system  practical  to  us  and  our  cus- 
tomers, while  it  may  seem  peculiar  and  very  difficult  to  explain 
satisfactorily  to  others.  The  resolution  will  undoubtedly  influence 
business  with  Venezuela  to  a  large  extent,  and  will,  indeed, 
prejudice  the  foreign  trade  in  general,  while  it  is  not  likely 
that  it  will  be  productive  of  any  practical  good  to  this  Govern- 
ment. A  monetary  crisis  may  be  apprehended,  because,  as  the 
Government  will  not  pay  out  at  a  time  more  than  10  fl.  (16s.) 
in  that  particular  coin,  merchants  are  not  obliged  to  receive  more 
than  the  same  amount  in  any  one  payment.  Merchants,  who  are 
all  retail  dealers  here,  may  be  at  certain  times  overstocked  with 
that  coin  of  forced  circulation,  and  then  they  will  be  unable 
to  use  same,  because  no  one  will  receive  the  useless  coins  in 
exchange  for  draft  or  gold.  The  mercantile  paper  money  has 
always  been  received  in  payment  of  drafts  and  exchanged  for 
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Ljold  immediately  on  presentation.  Not  a  single  instance  is 
known  when  delay  in  the  exchange  was  caused  for  want  of  gold  or 
cash. 

Very  little  can  be  said  with  regard  to  agriculture,  except  that 
it  has  suffered  heavily  because  of  the  deficiency  of  rain. 

The  usual  phases  of  the  weather  during  1899  are  largely  a 
matter  of  speculation;  however,  a  careful  inquiry  has  shown 
that  the  months  of  February  and  May  were  unusually  windy 
and  those  of  September,  October,  and  November  unusually  calm 
and  warm,  the  maximum  temperature  for  the  year,  94°  Fahr., 
oecuiTing  on  September  10.  The  rainfall  for  the  year  was 
generally  much  below  the  average,  and  it  was  remarked  by 
many  that  frequent  and  heavy  rains  throughout  the  summer 
mouths  fell  within  a  few  miles  on  either  side  of  the  island, 
and  it  has  been  estimated  that  the  amount  thus  "  wasted " 
was  fully  three  times  the  amount  that  actually  fell  on  the  island. 
An  explanation  of  tliis  phenomenon  cannot  yet  be  attempted,  but 
a  series  of  observations  such  as  are  now  being  taken  extending 
over  a  period  of  eight  or  10  years  will  probably  explain  the  cause. 
A^otwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  rainfall  is  far  below  the  aveiuge 
of  that  of  the  surrounding  islands  and  especially  the  not  far 
distant  South  American  coast,  the  actual  moisture  in  the  atmos- 
phere is  exceedingly  high,  the  relative  humidity  averaging  77  per 
cent.  The  lack  of  moisture  in  the  ground  and  the  uniform 
temperature  are  the  reasons  why  this  island  is  so  very  healthy. 
There  were  no  indications  of  the  development  or  approach  of 
hurricanes  during  the  year,  but  warnings  were  on  several  occasions 
issued  to  north-bound  vessels  to  proceed  cautiously,  owing  to  a 
storm  centre  in  the  North  ( 'aribbean  or  in  the  neigh bourluiod  of 
t'uba. 

An  arrangement  has  been  arrived  at  between  the  Colonial 
Go\'ernment  and  the  representative  of  the  Aruba  Island  Gold 
Mining  Company,  Limited,  for  the  formation  of  a  new  company 
in  England  with  a  large  capital,  to  which  the  concession  is 
granted  for  the  exploration  of  the  gold  mines  of  Aruba  for 
a  period  of  40  years.  The  old  company's  concession  which 
has  not  yet  expired  is  to  be  surrendered,  so  that  the  new  com- 
pany can  take  possession  of  the  mines,  without  having  to  wait 
the  expiration  of  the  grant  to  the  existing  company.  Originally 
an  agreement  was  come  to  that  the  new  company  would  be  con- 
stituted before  January  1,  1900,  but  the  tenn  has  been  extended 
to  July  1  of  the  present  year.  As  far  as  I  am  informed, 
the  company,  towards  vdiich  a  great  part  of  the  capital  has 
been  already  subscribed,  will  be  in  a  position  to  commence 
operations  before  the  fixed  period  of  July  1,  1900.  The  new 
company  takes  over  all  the  assets,  &c.,  of  the  old  company  which 
receives  as  compensation  a  certain  amount  in  fully  paid  up  shares 
of  the  new  company. 

An  equal  number  of  vessels  loading  about  the  same  quantity 
of  phosphate  of  lime  left  the  island  of  Aruba  for  European  ports. 
Great   Britain   took,  as  customarily,  the  largest  quantity.    The 


) 


r 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CUBACOA.  7 

price  for  this  article  in  the  first  months  of  the  year  had  been 
slightly  better  than  in  the  last  months  of  1899.  The  business  has 
not  given  any  profit  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30> 
1899,  but  there  was  no  loss,  the  expenses  being  covered  by  the 
proceeds  of  the  cargoes  sold.  Florida  and  Tennessee  continue 
shipping  phosphate  largely  ;  moreover,  the  exploration  in  Algeria 
and  Tunis  brings  to  the  market  large  quantities  of  phosphates 
which  are  however  lower  in  the  percentage  of  tribasic  phosphate 
of  lime  than  the  Aruba  and  North  American  sorts.  The  amount 
paid  to  the  Colonial  Treasury  in  the  company's  last  fiscal  year, 
as  the  portion  corresponding  to  this  Grovemment  of  the  net 
profit,  has  been  270  fi.  22  c,  while  the  export  duties  amounted 
to  4,046  fl.  70  c.  during  that  same  period.  The  grant  has  again 
been  extended  over  1901. 

There  appears  to  have  been  organised  in  Holland  a  syndicate 
with  the  object  of  entering  into  some  arrangement  with  the 
owners  of  Santa  Barbara,  on  this  island,  where  the  phosphate 
deposits  are  situated,  so  that  the  exploration  of  the  phosphate 
quarries  here,  which  is  of  a  very  high  percentage,  can  be  resumed. 
It  is  considered  that  this  resumption  will  take  place  within  a 
period  of  three  years.  The  bases  of  the  arrangement  have  not  as 
yet  been  made  public. 

Only  a  few  houses  were  rebuilt  in  the  principal  commercial 
streets,  and  some  properties  which  had  to  be  foreclosed  at  public 
auction  feftched  much  less  than  what  they  were  actually  mort- 
gaged for. 

Shipbuilding  has  entirely  ceased  for  years,  and  only  a  few  in-  Sluppiiig. 
significant  repairs  have  taken  place. 

Appendix  J  sives  the  number  of  the  shipping  resorting  to 
this  port  during  the  year  1898,  and  as  compared  with  1897  shows 
a  decrease  of  98  vessels.  The  carrying  trade  between  Great 
Britain  and  this  port  is  almost  entirely  done  by  the  West  Indian 
and  Pacific  and  the  Harrison  line  of  steamers,  leaving  Liverpool 
for  Cura^oa,  the  British  West  India  Islands,  and  Venezuelan 
ports  every  10  days,  the  first  arriving  here  twice  and  the  second 
only  once  in  30  days.  Both  these  lines  are  homeward  bound  vi& 
Oolombian  ports  and  New  Orleans. 

The  increase  in  the  year  1899  of  12  British  steamers  over  the 
year  1897,  as  shown  in  Appendix  K,  is  due  to  the  circumstance 
that  during  1898  the  Bed  D  line  had  chartered  several  British 
steamers  for  the  trade  between  this  port,  Maracaibo,  and  New 
York,  to  the  time  they  were  able  to  put  on  their  own  boats,  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  United  States  Government  under  the  Mail 
Subsidy  Act  during  the  Hispano-American  War.  Also  in  the 
month  of  May  last  year,  the  "  Prins  Maurits,"  of  the  Eoyal  Duiwh 
West  Indian  Mail  Service,  drawing  18  feet,  was  wrecked  on  a 
rock  between  Caraca  shoal  and  Caraca  del  (Este,  coast  of 
Venezuela.  Kequiring  another  steamer,  the  company  chartered 
the  British  steamer, "  Dean,"  which  will  continue  on  this  route 
tmtil  the  company  replaces  the  lost  steamer  by  another  adequate 
to  this  trade. 
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The  non-British  steamship  companies  are : — 

I.  The  Koninglijke  West  Indische  Mail  Dienst  (the  Eoyal 
'Dutch  West  Indian  Service),  which  continue  to  call  here  fort- 
nightly from  Amsterdam,  Paramaribo,  Demerara,  Trinidad,  and 
Venezuelan  ports,  and  proceeding  to  New  York  viS,  Haytian 
ports,  and  returning  vice  versS,.  According  to  all  reports  this 
line  is  doing  a  good  business,  and  has  lately  built  a  new 
intercolonial  steamer  for  the  trade  between  this  port,  Santa 
Martha,  Carthagena,  and  Savanilla  (Colombia),  so  that  the  com- 
pany may  be  able  to  obtain  from  that  quarter  cargo  and  pas- 
sengers for  their  own  Transatlantic  steamers. 

II.  The  Hamburfr-Amerikanische  Packetfahrt  Action  Gesell- 
schaft,  calling  here  twice  monthly  from  Hamburg  and  Venezuelan 
ports,  and  returning  from  Colombian  ports,  is  doing  better  every 
year,  and  succeeds  in  keeping  shippers  fully  satisfied.  This  com- 
pany tried  last  year  to  establish  a  subsidiary  line  from  Ham- 
burg to  Ciudad  Bolivar  and  Maracaibo,  but  it  seems  that 
they  have  not  done  as  well  as  they  had  expected  on  account  of 
the  length  of  time  necessary  to  accomplish  the  round  trip,  and 
owing  to  the  control  exercised  by  the  Eed  D  Line  Company  on  the 
larger  shippers  at  Maracaibo.  At  any  time  when  the  United 
States  Government,  on  account  of  the  reciprocity  treaty,  should 
establish  a  duty  on  coflee  imported  from  Venezuela,  a  line  to 
Maracaibo,  vi§,  Cura9oa,  would  succeed,  provided  the  company 
build  for  the  purpose  a  proper  boat  of  shallow  draft,  cargo  space, 
and  good  accommodation  for  passengers.  The  company  would 
then  be  able  to  obtain  coffee  for  European  markets  and  a  number 
of  passengers  to  and  from  this  island,  which  the  Eed  D  line  steamers 
are  at  present  carrying  at  the  rate  of  15  dol.  gold  (31.)  each  way. 
Both  the  Dutch  and  German  companies  have  i-aised,  as  customarily 
every  year  and  during  the  coffee  season,  their  freight  rates  on 
wood  and  dividivi  from  this  to  European  ports.  Even  at  a  higher 
rate  they  had  to  refuse  cargo,  because  they  are  the  only  two  lines 
which  will  accept  cargo  at  "  option  "  for  a  number  of  European 
ports.  The  two  British  lines  will  only  accept  cargo  for  Liverpool, 
but  take  a  very  much  longer  time  to  land  shipments  at  that  port, 
going  home,  as  already  said,  via  Colombia  and  New  Orleans. 

Apathy  of  Desirous  of  giving  preference  to  the  British  lines,  and  wishing 

BntiBh  ^Q  ^j.y  ^YiQ  Liverpool  markets,  my  firm  offered  to  the  agents  of  the 

•ompaniM.  West  Indian  and  Pacific  Company  here  about  80  tons  of  wood  for 
Liverpool  in  the  month  of  May  last  year.  This  cargo  happened 
to  arrive  from  Maracaibo  the  very  same  day  the  ss.  "  Jamaican,' 
of  the  line,  came  into  port,  and  the  agents  would  have  accepted 
the  lot  of  wood,  but  refused  to  return  in  full  1  fl.  50  c.  (25.  6d.)  on 
each  ton,  as  the  German  and  Dutch  steamers'  agents  always  do 
whenever  they  do  not  have  to  pay  as  much  for  the  deposit  at 
private  wharfs.  On  this  occasion,  only  1  fl.  (about  Is.  8d.)  was 
offered  to  be  returned  on  each  ton,  which  proposal  was  rejected, 
and  my  firm  decided  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  German  steamer, 
which  took  the  lot  at  "  option  "  and  returned  2$,  6d.,  as  customary, 
for  each  ton  of  wood  received.     The  consequence  was  that  my  firm 
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continued  to  ship  many  more  lots  by  the  German  Una  It  seems 
strange  that  when  such  a  rare  occasion  offers  itself  for  the 
transhipment  of  a  cargo,  even  my  firm,  willing  to  patronise 
the  British  line,  had  to  desist  because  it  was  more  in  their 
interest  to  ship  by  the  German.  Some  French  cargo  was 
shipped  to  this  port  in  May,  last  year,  by  the  German  line, 
instead,  as  customary,  by  the  British  lines,  via  Liverpool  The 
agents  of  the  British  lines,  duly  warned  by  me  in  March,  1898, 
that  the  German  company  was  doing  its  best  to  secure  from 
shippers  in  France  all  shipments  made  via  Liverpool,  have  re- 
mained on  the  alert,  and  on  learning  of  the  shipments,  imme- 
diately sent  a  circular  round  i-equestino;  merchants  to  state  whether 
they  had  any  complaints  against  the  lines,  and  reminded  them  of 
the  advantages  offered  by  these  British  lines  in  their  leaving 
Liverpool  thrice  monthly,  and  that  their  steamers  take  less  time 
from  Liverpool  than  the  German  boats  from  Havre  to  this 
port. 

in.  The  Italian  line, "  La  Veloce,"  has,  according  to  reports, 
lost  much  last  year,  and  has  in  consequence  made  some  economical 
changes ;  although  they  continue  calling  here,  both  outward  and 
homeward,  they  no  longer  touch  at  Porto  Cabello,  Venezuela, 
or  Carthagena,  Colombia,  since  July  last,  but  the  company  has 
included  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  in  their  outward  trip. 

IV.  The  steamers  of  the  Compagnie  G6nerale  Transatlantique 
call  here  on  their  outward  trips  only  to  bring  cargo.  These 
steamers  have  no  accommodation  for  passengers. 

V.  The  Eed  D  line  (subsidised  by  the  American  Government) 
is  doing  an  important  trade  between  New  York,  San  Juan,  Ponce, 
this  island,  and  Venezuelan  ports.  This  line  has,  since  January 
of  last  year,  lowered  the  rate  of  freights  from  New  York  to  this 
port  on  aU  cargoes  carried  this  way  and  to  Maracaibo  by  their 
freight  boats,  while  they  have  raised  the  rates  on  goods  which 
might  be  shipped  by  the  regular  mail  steamers  to  this  port,  Porto 
Cabello,  and  La  Guaira. 

The  only  regular  line  of  sailing  vessels  (the  owners  were  the 
pioneers  of  the  trade)  between  this  and  New  York  are  two  British 
brigs  of  about  300  tons  register  each. 

Taking  into  consideration  how  well  most  of  the  steamship 
companies  have  been  doing  in  this  trade,  although  business  has 
been  so  very  slack  in  most  respects,  it  affords  me  the  opportunity 
of  again  reminding  parties  interested  in  the  establishment  of  a 
reguJar  Une  to  this  port  of  British  steamers  with  proper  accom- 
modation for  passengers  and  cargo,  that  I  would  always  be  pro- 
pared  to  furnish  all  necessary  information  on  these  particulars. 

During  the  year  a  considerable  quantity  of  produce  arrived 
here  in  transit  from  the  neighbouring  Eepublics  for  Euro- 
pean and  United  States  ports.  Last  year  very  little  cargo 
came  from  Europe  to  be  transhipped  here  for  Maracaibo  and 
Cucuta.  Very  often  steamers  which  used  to  bring  formerly  100 
and  more  tons  regularly  for  those  markets  came  without  any 
goods  or  with  only  a  few  packages.     Both  from  Maracaibo  nnd 
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Cucuta  merchants  have  ordered  considerably  less  goods  from 
Europe  last  year,  and  some  of  the  cargo  which  used  to  come 
directly  from  Europe  through  this  port  has  been  of  late  very  often 
shipped  via  New  York,  and  thence  to  Maracaibo  in  the  direct 
freight  boats  of  the  -Red  D  line. 

Besides  the  English  Lloyd's  agency  there  are  several  British, 
French,  German,  American,  Dutch,  and  Venezuelan  marine  in- 
surance companies  represented  here,  but  they  have  been  doing 
very  little  business  in  this  line  because  most  of  the  European  and 
American  merchants  prefer  to  insure  themselves  for  both  the 
outward  and  return  invoiceJs. 

The  passenger  trafl&c  during  1899  did  not  vary  materially 
from  that  during  1898,  but  the  passengers  have  spent  considerably 
less,  their  stay  at  this  island  being  very  much  shorter ;  very  often, 
on  account  of  the  Red  D  line's  arrivals  and  departures  on 
Sundays,  passengers  were  obliged  to  pix)ceed  on  their  trip 
without  providing  themselves  with  articles  they  required. 

The  impossibility  of  obtaining  returns  of  exports  from  this 
island  owing  to  the  non-publication  of  any  such  returns  by  the 
Government,  .as  also  to  the  unwillingness  of  merchants  to 
disclose  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  commercial  operations, 
prevents  the  publication  of  a  complete  report  on  the  general  trade 
of  this  colony. 

The  principal  export  articles  are  :  Dividivi,  which  produced  a 
regular  crop  of  good  quality,  but  prices  have  been  low  in  the 
beginning  and  did  not  improve  till  towards  the  end  of  the  season. 
Salt  crop  was  as  good  as  that  of  the  preceding  year,  owing  to  an 
equally  good  crop  in  Colombia,  and  the  high  rate  of  exchange  in 
that  Republic ;  moreover,  the  British  and  German  steamship  lines 
sailing  from  this  port  to  those  of  Colombia  had  agreed  at  a  most 
inopportune  moment  to  raise  the  freight  on  that  article  from 
9  to  11  c.  (American)  per  bag;  consequently,  a  more  limited 
quantity  has  been  sold  for  that  market.  Another  cause  that  has 
injuriously  affected  the  matter  and  may  continue  to  do  so,  is  that 
exporters  here  have  been  requested  by  their  New  York  agents  to 
have  the  salt  screened  and  its  quality  separated,  to  which  request, 
however,  they  seem  unwilling  to  attend.  The  reason  the  agents 
give  for  the  separation  of  the  salt  as  to  quality  is  that,  of  late, 
buyers  in  New  York  are  preferring  the  handsome  coarse  screened 
article  from  Bonaire  and  St.  Martin,  which  is  more  suitable  for 
capping  purposes.  The  advantage  accruing  therefrom  to  shippers 
here,  if  they  be  willing  to  follow  advice,  would  be,  in  the  first 
place,  that  of  keeping  the  Cuiuqoa  salt  on  the  American  market 
(almost  the  only  one  at  present  which  takes  it),  and  secondly 
the  far  better  prices  they  would  be  able  to  obtain. 

Hardly  any  quantity  of  orange-peel  has  been  exported,  as  the 
crop  was  not  abundant. 

A  very  insignificant  quantity  of  aloes  has  been  produced  here 
and  at  other  islands.  Last  year's  low  prices  obtained  for  this 
article  added  to  the  high  rate  of  export  duty  at  Bonaire  and 
Aruba  and  the  import  duty  here,  which  was  almost  prohibitory, 
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made  the  profit  nil  or  very  insignificant  and  dissuaded  merchants 
from  acting.  This  export  article  is  stated  to  be  capable  of 
development  under  favourable  circumstances,  and  it  is  most 
satisfactory  to  me  to  be  able  to  state  that  this  Government  has 
at  last  decreed  that :  "  On  aloes  no  export  duties  shall  be  charged 
throughout  the  colony  of  CuraQoa."*  I  sincerely  trust  this  decree 
will  produce  most  beneficial  results.  I  have  always  considered 
that  with  facilities  a  regular  trade  would  spring  up,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  wise  measure  for  this  Government  to  reduce  all  duties 
on  this  and  other  articles,  if  they  wish  to  promote  the  export 
trade.  The  increased  export  would  always  make  a  proportionate 
return  of  imports,  which  would  be  the  source  of  enhanced  revenue. 
There  are  probably  other  articles  of  export  and  import  to  which 
analogous  remarks  would  apply.  One  of  the  results  of  the  high 
rate  of  export  and  import  duties  on  goats  will  be  made  manifest 
in  the  following  instance.  From  Bonaire  they  used  to  ship  to 
this  island  larger  numbers  of  goats  than  they  do  at  present, 
because  they  now  slaughter  them  and  export  the  "salons,"  or 
salted  and  dried  meat,  as  also  the  prepared  skins  in  bales  of 
*  100,  weighing  about  175  to  180  lbs.,  for  the  reason  that  on 
both  articles  they  pay  less  export  and  import  duties,  and  as 
they  occupy  far  less  room  on  board  the  small  sloops,  they  pay  less 
freight,  while  the  prices  obtained  here  for  each  article  separately, 
fully  compensate  the  exportere.  They  also  avoid  the  risk  they 
formerly  used  to  run  of  their  animals  dying  at  sea  and  being 
carried  in  most  uncomfortable  conditions  on  board  the  small  crafts 
which  ply  between  these  islands. 

The  straw  hat  industry  is  almost  dying  out  on  account  of  the  Straw  hat*, 
low  prices  recently  obtained  for  the  article.     The  poor  women 
still  cling  to  it,  but  every  day  they  earn  less  for  their  labour  as 
fewer  markets  now  require  such  hats. 

No  mention  has  hitherto  been  made  of  sheeps'  and  goats'  Manure, 
manure  exported  from  this  island  and  Bonaire,  because  this 
article  is  free  of  export  duty,  and  therefore  no  official  return  is  to 
be  obtained.  I  am.  nevertheless,  aware  that  a  number  of  British 
schooners  have  been  loading  this  fertiliser  for  Barbados,  both 
here  and  at  Bonaire.  Appendix  E  shows  that  in  1898  7,700 
barrels  were  exported  from  the  island  of  Aruba,  where  it  pays 
an  export  duty,  and  I  have  been  assured  that  this  also  was  taken 
to  Barbados. 

Although  the  available  statistical  information  at  this  place 
is  very  imperfect  there  is  unmistakable  proof  of  the  retrogression 
of  the  import  trade  here. 

As  long  as  the  customs  policy  which  has  obtained  the  ascen-  Fiscui  policy, 
dency,  and  the  existing  laws  and  measures  for  the  collection  of 
import,  export,  excise  duties,  and  other  taxes  remain  unaltered, 
a  considerable  retrogression  will  continue  in  the  imports  and  the 
general  business  of  die  island.  While  the  neighbouring  Bepublics 
continue  in  an  unsettled  state  intercourse  will  also  remain 
unfavourably  affected,  and  thus  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  this  colony 
cannot  have  for  the  present  any  improvement  in  its  imports  and 
commerce. 
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Ijuporte.  The    total  value   of    the   import   trade   shows   again    a   large 

decrease  in  1898  as  compared  with  that  of  1897.  This  serious 
decline  of  715,681  fl.  50  c.  in  the  trade  occurs  principally  in  the 
relative  position  of  the  value  of  general  merchandise  brought  to 
this  port  by  British  vessels,  being  242,614  fl.,  and  by  American 
vessels,  being  501,750  fl.  The  total  value  of  the  imports  from 
.  ,  the   United   Kingdom   is  probably  about   180,000   fl.,  but   were 

it  possible  to  show  the  exact  value  of  imports  actually  brought 
in  from  Great  Britain,  it  would  show  a  far  larger  decUne  wliich 
cannot  be  correctly  fixed  for  want  of  the  necessary  statistical 
information.  The  actual  decline  in  the  value  of  the  general  mer- 
chandise brought  to  this  port  in  American  vessels  is  about 
500,000  H. 

Although  there  is  an  increase  amounting  to  6,890  fl.,  in 
the  value  of  what  was  brought  to  this  port  by  Dutch  vessels, 
the  principal  export  articles  from  Holland  and  the  colonies  have 
anyhow  suffered  a  decrease  on  the  export  to  this  island,  which  is 
as  follows :  on  cheese,  6,000  fl. ;  on  cigars,  gin,  goats,  horses,  and 
lime,  about  9,000  fl.  This  decrease  is  due  to  high  import  and  excise 
duty  here  which,  as  can  be  seen,  is  most  detrimental  to  the 
Netherlands  and  the  colonies'  export  trade  to  this  island.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  increase  is  principally  due  to  the  quantities  of 
provisions,  &c.,  brought  from  the  United  States  of  America  by 
the  Dutch  line,  as  also  to  about  4,000  fl.  more  worth  of  coal  dis- 
chai-ged  here  from  the  steamers  of  the  line  for  the  Company's  use, 
and  also  to  some  ]>roduce  and  sundries  exported  from  the  islands 
of  tlie  colony,  and  for  cattle  brought  from  Venezuela  in  Dutch 
vessels. 

German  vessels  suffered  a  decrease  of  13,683  fl.  (see  Ap- 
pendix A).  There  is  a  further  decrease  of  about  100,000  fl.  for 
goods  from  European  centres,  and  about  80,000  fl.  more  in  the 
actual  imports  from  Germany.  After  deducting  the  imports  in 
German  bottoms  from  New  York,  such  as  corn,  flour,  provisions, 
tobacco,  &c.,  and  also  coffee  and  sugar  from  Venezuela,  Germany 
woukl  be  left  with  an  export  trade  to  this  island  amounting  to 
about  140,000  fl. 

The  imports  under  the  French  flag  have  also  decreased  about 
2,000  fl: 

Those  under  the  Italian  flag  have  not  varied. 

The  general  merchandise  brought  to  this  port  in  Austro- 
Hungarian,  Norwegian,  and  Eussian  vessels  in  the  year  1897,  as 
well  as  that  brought  in  1898,  is  principally  coal  from  Cardiff", 
and  occasional  shipments  of  sundries  from  Bordeaux  and  Mar- 
seilles. This  commerce  does  not  buy  any  goods  from  Kussia 
and  Norway,  and  what  business  is  done  with  Austria  comes  via 
Hamburg. 

A  single  Spanish  schooner  brought  goods  to  this  island  during 
1898,  and  it  increased  the  Spanish  imports  by  850  fl.  The  trade 
with  Spain  and  its  former  West  Indian  Colonies  have  been  unim- 
portant of  late  years.  The  exports  from  Spain  have  been  chiefly 
confined  to  wines,  and  to  straw  hats,  cigars  and  cigarettes,  and 
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sugar  from  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  Since  the  Hispano- American 
war  the  decline  for  the  year  1898  in  the  total  ol  cigars  and  cigar- 
ettes is  153,159  fl.  This  sudden  decline  is  in  a  great  measure 
due  to  the  high  import  duties  on  these  articles.  The  number  of 
the  cigarette  factories  established  at  the  time  decreased  to  a  few, 
and  even  of  these*it  can  hardly  be  said  that  they  are  making  any 
profit.  The  large  quantities  formerly  imported  here  were  mostly 
sold  for  Venezuela,  where  the  article  has  an  excessive  duty, 
besides  the  30  per  cent,  additional  duty  on  all  imports  from  the 
West  Indies.  The  decrease  of  19,228  fl.  in  the  imports  of  tobacco 
is  u  clear  proof  that  the  cigar  and  cigarette  industries  have  not 
done  a  lucrative  business,  and  that  the  revenue  from  these  sources 
has  lost  much. 

The  principal  increase  in  the  imports  is  about  40,000  fl. 
under  the  Venezuelan  flag,  and  the  items  are  coffee,  dividivi,  dye- 
wood,  and  sugar ;  under  the  Colombian  flag,  20,000  fl.,  under  the 
headings  of  coffee,  dividivi,  dye-wood,  skins,  and  sugar;  and 
under  the  Dominican  flag,  1,500  fl.,  in  dye-wood  and  straw. 

The  repeated  suggestion  in  my  Consular  reports  of  the  estab-  Trade 
lishment  here  of  a  commercial  museum  would,  if  carried  into  »ogge»tion 
effect,  greatly  facilitate  and  stimulate  commerce.  A  cause  for  the 
depression  in  British  trade  has  been  the  continual  importation  of 
American  cotton.  The  reason  and  likelihood  of  this  continued 
competition  was  duly  noted  in  my  reports,  when  the  attention  of 
manufacturers  and  merchants  at  home  was  called  to  the  pre- 
ference generally  given  to  cotton  fabrics. 
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Appendix  B. — Statement  of  the  Value  of  all  Merchandise 
Imported  at  Curagoa  during  the  Years  1896-97. 


Articles. 

1896. 

1897. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

QuanUty. 

Value. 

Florins. 

Florins. 

Aloeo           

Kilos.      ... 

M.STO 

8.1S9 

7,196 

686 

Beer 

Barrels  and 

boxes    ... 

1,'41 

12,690 

i.eo.'s 

15.110 

Brandy        

Boxes,  Ac. 

1.832 

109,.W 

1,071 

10,990 

Cattle          

1,488 

a.^.2l7 

Cbee»e         

Boxes 

*1,'621 

19,562 

2,3.M 

•.'5  .«.9l 

Cigars         

Cigarettes 

Pieces       T 
Packages  / 

4,071,225 

2C0,405J 

958.700 
l,7-^3.l;00 

22.!>83 
14.', HI  2 

Coal 

1,000  kUoB. 

4,439 

25.448 

T.CbO 

43,7.^7 

Coffee         

Bags 

8,018 

115,989 

l,:33 

48,289 

Corn. 

kHos.       .'" 

7,644 

12.047 

8,09« 

15,836 

DiTidiTi       

1,671,8» 

78,430 

1,14.'.,585 

66,9>H 

Dry  goods 

Bales,  Ac. 

9,897 

61,581 

11,028 

64.619 

Dye-wood 

Kilo*.       ... 

778,600 

17,998 

416.100 

10,957 

Jf'lour,  wheat,  rye,  or  maixe     ... 

Barrels,  Ac. 

27,906 

203,804 

31,046 

236,082 

Gin 

Cases,  ^. 

2,772 

13,372 

4,876 

20,938 

Goau          

... 

... 

1,184 

2,704 

Hides          ^       ... 

Pieces      ... 

... 

822 

9S2 

Horses 

••* 

... 

•  M 

62 

8,298 

Ice 

1,000  kilos. 

1,607 

4,109 

1,649 

4,000 

Liqueur      

Cases,  &c. 

220 

2,946 

185 

2,014 

Merchandise         

8,706 

963,229 

8,996 

878,598 

Pigs 

... 

... 

... 

4 

16 

Pircb,  tar,  and  resin       

Barrels,  dte. 

6 

60 

6 

34 

ProTisioos  ... 

CaSfS.  &c. 

7,414 

98,245 

7,918 

110,424 

Bum 

Hogsheads 

1.060 

29,238 

1.329 

31,122 

Skins,  goats          

Dozen 

<>66 

8,736 

887 

4,081 

Span,  masts         

Pieces      ... 

... 

Straw,  for  hats      

Packages ... 

'3,156 

4;028 

"679 

1,628 

Sugar          ...       ...        

Barrels,  Ac. 

18,421 

110,826 

12,996 

82,676 

Sundries,  as  lime,  dko.     ... 

... 

93,510 

709,296 

116,866 

666,781 

Tiles 

1.000  pieces 

... 

296 

8,724 

Tobacco       ...        ...        

boxes,  Ac. 

134,197 

10iil68 

87,939 

60,767 

Turtles        

... 

281 

1,884 

Wine,  all  sorts      

Barrels,  Ac. 

'i\b62 

26.'571 

1,491 

13.382 

Wood,  mahogany  and  other  hard 

Sq.  metres 

388 

1,849 

274 

1,348 

„     planks,  rib^^te 

»» 

119,988 

49,910 

86,820 

81,649 

Total 

... 

2,962,668 

... 

2,676,651 

Total  Imports  during  the  Years  1894-98. 


Year. 

Value. 

1894           

1895           

1896           

1897           

1898           

Florins. 
S,165,481 
2,683,186 
2,962,668 
2,676,651 
1,960,970 
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Appendix  C. — Statement  of  all  Merchandise  in  Transit  at 
Cuwujoa  during  the  Years  1896-98. 


Quantity. 


•    ArUeles. 



1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

Cacao    .. 

..JBagB 

1,051 

1,458 

2,828 

Coffee    .. 

. .  1      „ 

240,728 

880,058 

887,187 

Hides    .. 

..'  Pieces       .. 

18,606 

27.184 

28,016 

PeniTian  bark . . 

..1  Packages  .. 

26 

391 

108 

Skins,  goats     . . 

4,802 

8,466 

5,030 

Sundries 

..    Bales,  boxes, 

&c. 

1  086,802 

1,028,987 

1,194,755 

'1. 
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00 
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00 


^ 


5 
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o 


1 


2 


i 

Florins. 
40-60 
8,280 

1*2 

25,016-62 
880 

816-826 
4,700-60 
1,063 
1,660 
98 
2,290-80 

18,080 
2,019 

7,886  60 
42 

93  30 
286  -48 
12 
8 
85-88 

1 

5 

1 

27 

82 

1,000 

626468 

83 

4,611 

18,802 

631 

26 

98 

3,818 

86,120 
678 

12,811 

14 

811 

4,768 

Ad  valorem 

2,147 

.' 

Quantity.                 Value. 

ooo«^»o                           o          oo 
oS          ui  lo  00      fp  <t*                           y*          T*      9* 
•r    .oc«04»«cieoooooi^io»ooM»iooof-«e«    .    •    .    . 

S      .  00  <0  00  !>•  a»  •-«  O  O  00  rH  -^  CM  00  09  W3  O -^  lO  -^      .... 

.2      WOO      r^oc      fcto-m      o          0'*<N'*^ 
^      of          -^oT      «i-r          f-T.        oOf-T     CO 

CM                                                            -H 

i»ookaa»iO'?0'^oor<Hia08oa»too««i«ee 

OOO'^OOOOO        —f^iO        lO  00  Ol  CO  f-<  <* 
•        lO  lO  ><«  04  CM  t^  oo               lO               O^         r*         i-M      .     .     .     . 

■    S*2       §          *•■       S       "^         ■  ■  *  ■ 

3 

1 

1 

i 

ao<pip<4(OOiO                            f*«P 

•rOOOIOiOO"^0«OOCM-^CMOTft-^0     .0«0O     •     •     .     . 
g  r-t  O  rH  O  eo  CM         r*  —  OO  <0  »0  ^  »-l -^  00  CM      .  -^  i-l     «... 

1-1                                      ^ 

8 

00 

I 

^g§§igggg§«S§S:::gS2    ::g 

iOOOOCO         SoO         r-«»0               OO'^OM     .                  .... 

oo 

• 
• 

Pieces 

Kilograma    •• 

Kilograms    . . 

Bundles 
Bsgs  . . 

Square  metres 
Hectolitres  .. 
Kilograms    . . 

•  • 
Barrels 

Dozen 
Kilograms    .. 

Kilograms    . . 

Bags!! 
Barrels 

•  • 

■ 

i 

< 

Beef,  salons 

Cattle 

Brazil-wood 

Bricks 

Diyidiri            

Donkeys           

Firewood          

Charcoal          

Goats 

Horses 

Lignum-vitsB 

Lime 

Orange-peel 

1^?  ::    ::    ::    :. 

Sheep 

Skins,  goats     . . 

Turtle 

Wool,  dirty 

Aloes 

Bones 

Com 

Manure 

• 
• 

1 
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Appendix  F. — Statement  of  Phosphate  of  lime  Exported  from 
Aruba  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


To— 


Number  of  VesBela. 


Loading. 


Great  Britain — 
London 
Jpswich      . . 
Bo'ness 

Berwick-on-T  weed 
Liverpool  . . 
Plymouth  . . 


Rotterdam,  Holland. 
Nantes,  France 
Granville,  France 
Antwerp,  Belgium 
Hamburg,  Germany. 
Harburg,  Germany  , 
Oeestemiinde,  Germany 
Rendsburg,  Germany 

Total 
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Appendix  J. — STATEMENT  of  Vessels  which  Arrived  at  and 
Departed  from  Curagoa  during  the  Year  1898. 


From— 

British, 

Nationality. 

European 
Ports. 

North 

American 

Ports. 

Sonth 

American 

Ports. 

Dutch 
Antilles. 

Danish,  and 

Spimish 
West  Indies, 
Harti,  and 

Santo 
Domiogo. 

Total. 

BrlUBh        

2 

18 

51 

2 

7 

80 

Dutch         

69 

4S6 

35 

529 

French       

... 

... 

11 

11 

German      

•*« 

7 

64 

... 

61 

Norwegian 

1 

1 

... 

2 

Buisian       

•>• 

... 

... 

.M 

... 

AustrO'Hungarian 

••• 

... 

m— 

... 

Spanish       

... 

... 

... 

I 

Italian        

2 

... 

20 

... 

2 

24 

American,  U.S.     ... 

... 

21 

77 

... 

... 

98 

Dominican 

... 

2 

22 

24 

Colombian 

... 

... 

20 

1 

,. 

21 

Veneiuelan 

5 

... 

204 

18 

1 

22S 

Total    

46 

499 

466 

68 

1,074 

Appendix  K. — Statement  of  British  Vessels  which  Arrived  at  and 
Departed  from  Cura9oa  during  the  Years  1897-99. 


Number  of  YeBsels. 


Tons  B^^ister. 


Tear. 

,      Steam. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

1897  .. 

1898  .. 

1899  .. 

88 
60 
45 

24 
20 
25 

68,664 

108^1 

82,126 

4,764 
4,602 
4,450 

Appendix  L. — Statement  of  Vessels  which  Arrived  at  and 
Departed  from  the  following  Islands  of  the  Colony  during 
the  Year  1898. 


1 

Number  of  Ships  from— 

Nationality. 

Bonaire. 

Amba. 

St                St. 
ICartim    ,  EnaUtioa. 

Saba. 

British 

4 

28 

54 

19 

16 

Dutch 

226 

197 

148 

288 

158 

German        . .         •  • 

, , 

1 

•  • 

, , 

American,  U.S. 

8 

•  • 

4 

8 

4 

French 

•  • 

7 

1 

.. 

Danish         .  •         •  • 

, , 

, , 

. . 

Swedish 

•  « 

.  • 

.. 

Iforwegian  ,. 

,. 

.. 

Spanish 

1 

•  • 

.• 

Venezuelan  .. 

68 

56 

4        i 

.. 

Colombian    .. 

•  • 

i 

Dominican  .. 

1 

•• 

•• 

Total.. 

808 

291        1      217        1      266 

172 

^ 
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Arala    .. 
St.  i 


TVpuI 


x« 


)Ur«. 


«.797 


*^T2T 


T^«». 


ii9T5 

lij&SS 

:it.i&^ 

iilT 

t.«li 

4.$*^ 

4.430 

4.919 

».»49 

1,546 

i05l 

XJTT 

ft&a 

$r* 

1.4« 

1,0T6 

KTW 

t.rT9 

5l.$:N 


General  Population*  Cwkm>vc 


Mm. 

WOM 
BOTS. 
OiriB. 


6i1» 

C.91« 
7.305 


Total 


»»718* 


*  160  offioeis  and  aoldiwi  are  indaded. 
Statemknt  of  Births  during  the  Year  1898, 


Nam  bar. 


I 


Caia^oa . . 

Bonaire.. 

Araba 

8t  Martin,  K.D. 

St  EostatiiiB     . . 

Saba 


Total 


Mala 

Female. 

1 
— 1 

337 

606 

t 

118 

129 

1            1 

126 

188 

1            < 

6S 

67 

1            1 

SI 

80 

1 

21 

29 

691 

892 

1.1 

1 

Tokiil. 


842 
242 

258 

180 

61 

50 


Statement  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1898. 


'  Cura(;oa . . 
Bonaire . . 
Arnba    . . 
St  Martin,  N.D. 
St  EnstatioB    . 
Saba      .. 

Total      . 
(525) 


Nnmber. 

ToUl. 

Male. 

Female. 

S89 

826 

615 

84 

58 

87 

48 

57 

100 

43 

41 

84 

12 

15 

27 

10 

19 

29 

•• 

481 

511 

942 
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Statement  of  those  Married  in  Cura<joa. 


Nnmber. 

Men.. 

2,569 

Women 

ToUl           

2,854 

5,428 

Statement  of  Marriages  during  the  Year  1898. 


Garftfoa 

Bonaire 

Araba 

St.  Martin,  NJ). 

St  Eoatatins 

Saba.. 

Total 


Number. 


104 
31 
86 
15 

S 
15 


208 


Heligion. 


Cora^oa— 
ProteaUnts  .. 
Oatholica     .. 
Jews . . 

Tot»l 


Nnmber. 


2,582 

26,110 

1,025 


29,717« 


*  One  penon  is  stated  aa  belonging  to  no  recognised  religion. 

Appendix  N. — Statement  of  the  Passengers  who  Arrived  at  and 
Departed  from  Cnragoa  daring  the  Tears  1895-99. 


Tear. 

Nnmber. 

Arriyed, 

1      Departed. 

1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 

5,865 
6,814 
5,506 
4,746 
4,797 

6,255 

6,970 

5,680 

i         4,567 

'         4,791 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  Port  of  Amsterdam 
for  the  Year  1899 

By  Mr.  Consul  Robinson. 

(ReoeiTed  at  Foreign  Offif^e,  Maj  4,  1900.) 

The  year  1899  was  on  the  whole  one  to  which  the  merchants  aeueral 
and  shipowners  of  Amsterdam  and  of  the  Netherlands  in  general  'emarki. 
can  look  back  with  satisfaction,  as  far  as  the  development  of  their 
trade  and  commerce  as  well  as  the  financial  results  are  concerned 
Future  prospects,  which  were  otherwise  cheerful  in  most  respects, 
owing  to  increased  prosperity,  increased  consumption,  and  a 
decided  increase  in  commercial  enterprise  of  all  descriptions,  are 
sadly  clouded  over  by  the  unfortunate  war  in  South  Africa,  in 
which  the  Dutch  nation  is  naturally  so  deeply  interested,  and 
which  must  affect  all  branches  of  trade  in  the  end  injuriously. 

The  figures  of  the  tonnage  entered  and  cleared  at  the  port  ot 
Ymuiden,  for  Amsterdam  and  Zaandam,  show  an  increase  of  not 
less  than  15  per  cent,  on  those  of  the  previous  year.  The  com- 
mercial fleet  of  the  Netherlands  shares  to  a  considerable  extent 
in  this  advance.  In  some  instances  British  shipping  has  been  to 
^  great  extent  ousted  from  branches  of  commerce  in  which  it  was 
formerly  almost  the  exclusive  carrier,  for  instance  in  the  impor- 
tant Baltic  timber  trade  of  Holland.  The  Germans  had  already 
secured  a  considerable  proportion  of  this  trade  for  their  cheaply 
worked  and  specially  constructed  steamers,  and  of  late  the  Dutch 
shipowner  has  awakened  to  the  fact  that  he  is  in  a  still  better 
position  than  his  competitors  to  carry  it  on  with  success,  and 
several  large  steamers  have  been  bought  or  built  by  Dutch  enter- 
prise, and  placed  in  this  trade.  A  British  steamer  carrying  wood 
from  the  Baltic  to  Holland  is  now  becoming  a  rarity.  A  new  line 
of  regular  steamers  from  Amsterdam  to  the  Eiver  Plate  has 
been  launched,  and  four  steamers  for  this  trade  have  been  ordered 
in  England,  the  line  will  probably  be  opened  in  October  next. 
Efforts  have  been  made,  as  yet,  however,  not  successfully,  for  the 
establishment  of  a  direct  line  of  steamers  between  the  Netherlands 
(574)  A  2 
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and  South  Africa  (Delagoa  Bay).  The  steam  fleet  of  the  Nether- 
lands shows  an  increase  in  tonnage  of  31,000  tons  since  1898,  and 
there  are  further  in  course  of  construction  for  Dutch  account  21 
steamers,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  93,250  tons,  of  which  12 
steamers  measuring  35,050  tons  are  being  built  on  Dutch  wharves. 
Freights  have  been  reasonably  remunerative  throughout  the  year, 
and  the  prospects  for  the  future  are  not  unfavourable. 

In  industrial  matters  considerable  progress  has  been  made 
throughout  1899,  and  most  manufacturing  concerns  have  been 
very  fully  employed  at  good  prices  for  nearly  all  classes  of  manu- 
factures. The  building  trades  have  been  very  brisk;  the  city 
has  grown  considerably,  and  the  number  of  new  and  in  many 
respects  monumental  constructions  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town 
has  been  surprisingly  great  The  population  increased  from 
512,989  on  January  1,  1899.  to  523,743  on  January  1,  1900. 

With  the  exception  of  the  diamond  cutting  industry,  at  which 
a  severe  blow  has  already  been  dealt  in  the  first  place  by  the 
establishment  of  the  great  South  African  monopoly,  and  now  by 
the  closing  of  the  mines  at  Kimberley,  there  has  been  practically 
no  lack  of  employment  on  any  considerable  scale  during  the  past 
year,  and  strikes  and  similar  labour  disputes  have  been  compara- 
tively few.  Unskilled  labour,  such  as  that  of  the  dockers,  &c., 
has  been  in  good  demand,  and  the  men  have  succeeded  in  some 
instances  in  obtaining  advanced  rates  and  shorter  hours,  or  rather 
that  the  hour  when  their  overtime  commences  has  been  advanced. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at  that 
the  socialistic  movements  of  former  years  appear  to  have  fallen 
completely  into  abeyance  for  the  present,  as  far  as  this  city  is 
concerned,  and  that  demonstrations  such  as  processions  of  the 
unemployed,  &c.,  seem  to  be  things  of  the  past 

One  very  satisfactory  thing  is  the  almost  sudden  cessation  of  the 
openly  carried  on  practices  of  the  "  long  firm  "  swindler.  Amsterdam 
was  of  late  years  greatly  infected  with  this  class  of  swindler,  who 
carried  on  their  depredation  with  impudent  defiance  of  any  legal 
punishment,  while  their  victims  were  always  assured  that  the 
state  of  the  Netherlands  law  rendered  it  almost  impossible  to 
attack  them  successfully.  This  has,  however,  been  proved  not  to 
be  the  case,  and  these  brigands  have  been  rudely  awakened  from 
their  fancied  security  by  the  energetic  action  of  the  Public 
Prosecutor  of  the  Amsterdam  District  Court,  Mr.  Ed.  von 
Baumhauer,  to  whom  the  greatest  credit  is  due ;  and  the  sen- 
tencing of  one  or  two  of  the  craft  to  lengthened  terms  of  imprison- 
ment seems  to  have  given  their  colleagues  a  very  wholesome 
shock  of  alarm,  so  that  of  late  there  has  been  nearly  a  complete 
absence  of  complaint  on  this  score. 
TmporU.  The  importation  of  coffee  was  on  a  larger  scale  than  in  any 

Coffee.  previous  year,  the   total  receipts  in   Holland   for  private  firms 

being  not  less  than  1,630,200  bags,  besides  the  Netherlands 
Trading  Company's  importation  of  212,058  bags.  The  increase 
is  to  be  found  in  203,400  bags  more  from  Java,  43,400  bags 
from  Santos,   and   5,300   bags   from   Central  America.     On  the 
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other  hand  the  trading  company's  quantity  fell  off  by  73,500  bags, 
and  21,200  bags  less  came  from  Africa.  Prices  of  all  sorts  ruled 
low  throughout  the  year.  A  slight  improvement  in  May  was 
followed  by  renewed  depression  and  the  lowest  figures  knowu 
were  touched  in  August,  when  some  speculative  demand  set  in, 
causing  a  considerable  rise  in  prices.  Quotations  may  be  stated 
as  follows : — 

Per  Lb. 


Jav^a  ordinary 
Java  superior 
Santos 
African 


January. 

August. 

./. 

d. 

6 

^ 

7i 

5i 

31 

3 

3 

2f 

Decembdr. 

rf. 

6i 
7J  to  7i 

3i 
StoSi^ 


The  prospects  for  the  year  1900  are  more  cheerful  in  conse- 
quence of  the  increased  consumption  encouraged  by  the  cheap- 
ness of  coffee  and  of  smaller  crops,  and  by  the  very  low  prices. 

The  importation  from  Java  to  HoUaud  in  1899,  amounted  to  Te». 
65,540  chests.  Prices  rose  rapidly  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  from  their  lowest  point  in  1898  up  to  March  and  April, 
after  which  date  a  quieter  period,  with  some  decline  in  prices,  set 
ill,  but  the  year  closed  with  more  animation  and  at  recovered 
quotations.  Quotations  ruled  as  follows  : — For  Java  tea,  5^d.  to 
9irf.  per  lb. ;  averaging  7d.  per  lb.  In  China  sorts  there  was 
little  if  any  variation,  and  the  importation  was  about  equal 
to  that  of  1898.  Quotations,  l^d.  to  lO^d. ;  averai^ing  8|rf. 
per  lb. 

The    fluctuations    in    the    price    of    rice   were   considerable,  Hioe. 
though   less   violent   than  in  the  previous  year.     They  may  be 
attrii)uted  to  the  great  variation  in  the  estimates  of  the  crops ;  to 
the  threatened  famine  in  British  India ;  and  to  the  irregularity  in 
the  demand  for  cleaned  rice. 

The  total  importation  in  Holland  was — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1899           

1898           

1897           

Bags. 
1,%7,OCO 
1,737,000 
1,645,000 

(574) 
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And  prices  ruled  as  follows  : — 


Java  (Kundanghavier) 
Java  (liidramajoe) 
Java  ordinary 
Bangoon  and  Bassein 


Per  Cwt. 


6*.  9rf.  to  7*.  7d. 

7*.  bd.,  6#.  9rf.,  6*.  6d. 

58.  Sd.,  6».  6d.,  5«.  Sd, 

3*.  lOrf.,  3*.  2d.,  3*.  lOd. 


Freights  from  Japan  were  high,  and  in  view  of  a  partial 
failure  of  the  last  crop,  quotations,  which  were  about  4«.  6d.  in 
September,  rose  to  6s.  6c?.  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Pepper,  The  total  importation  of  pepper  reached  33,000  bags,  against 

43,000  bags  in  1898.  Good,  clean  white  Java  brought  lOrf. 
per  lb. ;  ordinary  sorts,  S^cl  per  lb. ;  black  Lampong,  5d,  to  5^d, 
per  lb.  in  February  to  April,  advancing  to  5^^.  per  lb.  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 

Indigo.  Java  indigo,  the  price  of  which  was  unduly  depressed  in  com- 

parison to  Bengal  indigo,  came  into  good  demand  early  in  the 
year,  and  the  considerable  reduction  in  stocks  caused  towards  the 
middle  of  the  year  a  sharp  rise  in  prices.  The  reduction  in  pro- 
duction has  considerably  affected  the  receipts  in  prospect,  and 
prices,  which  must  still  be  considered  as  very  niodemte,  will 
probably  be  maintained.  Java  indigo  is  quoted  at  45.  9id.  to  os. 
pel  lb.  Importations  in  1899  was  4,079  chests,  against  9,595  in 
1898. 

Cocoa.  Xot  much  variation   took  place  in  the  last  year  in  the  market 

for  cocoa.  lYices  were  on  the  \Nhole  steadily  though  slowly 
falling  throuuhout  the  year,  mainly  in  consequence  of  the 
estimated  good  crops  of  Guayaquil,  San  Thom^,  lic.  There  was 
a  better  demand  towards  the  close  of  the  year,  and  quotations 
became  firmer,  a  state  of  matters  which  exists  The  total  impor- 
tation, of  which  16,850  bags  were  received  from  Java,  against 
1,227  bags  from  Surinam,  was  slightly  smaller  than  that  of  1898. 
Quotations :  Java,  Sd,  to  9^d.  per  lb. ;  Surinam,  6|rf.  to  7|rf. 
per  lb. 

Hides  aui  The  market  in  hides  and  skins  throughout  the  year  was  steady, 

ekms.  ^.j^i-,  j^  rising  tendency.     The  demand  was  good,  and  the  home 

consumption  has  consideraljly  increased.  Importations  consist 
principally  of  Dutch  East  Indian,  Java,  Padang,  and  Macassar 
ox-liides,  which  now  command  higher  prices  than  in  1898. 
Buffalo  hides  are  bought  by  Russia  and  Austria  for  sole  leather. 
Dry  and  salted  Venezuela  and  Trinidad  cowhides  are  in  good 
demand  for  both  export  and  home  consumption.  Java  goat-skins 
were  in  lively  demand,  principally  for  exportation  to  North 
America,  and  large  contracts  have  been  closed  for  forward 
delivery.  Prospects  in  general  for  both  hides  and  skins  in  the 
present  year  are  fairly  satisfactory. 

Importations  of  Dutch  East  Indian  ox  and  buffalo  hides 
amounted  to  445,688  hides  in  1899,  against  346,112  hides  in  1898. 
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Quotations  ranged  as  follows:  Java,  ox-hides,  8^d.  to  Is.   lid. 
per  lb. ;  Java  buffalo,  5^rf.  to  S^d.  per  lb. 

Kapok    has    gradually    become    of    considerable    importance  Kapok. 
in  our  mirket,  the    importation    from   the   Dutch    East   Indies 
having  steadily  advanced   from  16,026  bales  in  1885  to  37,150 
bales  in  1899. 

Prices  ruled  at  the  close  of  the  past  year  as  follows  : — 


Per  Lb. 

From- 

- 

To— 

1           d. 

d. 

51 

6 

5i 

H 

H 
H 

2 

\ 

Extra  superior,  cleaned 
Ghood,  cleaned. . 
Ordinary,  cleaned 
Raw,  cleaned . . 


The  crop  of  Sumatra  tobacco  of  1898,  sold  in  the  course  of  Tobaoco. 
1899,  amounted  to  235,653  bales,  or  nearly  18,000  tons,  against 
201,7^^6  bales,  or  about  15,000  tons  in  the  previous  year.  The 
average  price  realised  was  Is.  4frf.  per  lb.,  against  Is.S^d.  per  lb.  in 
1898,  being  a  reduction  in  value  of  20  per  cent.  This  reduction 
is,  however,  not  attributable  to  the  increased  supply,  but  to  the 
inferior  quality  of  the  crop  of  1898.  In  consequence  of  the 
drought  experienced  in  Sumatra,  and  of  the  prevalence  of  hot 
winds  during  the  period  of  development,  the  crop  reached  this 
country  in  generally  very  poor  condition,  the  qualities  most  looked 
for  in  this  class  of  tobacco,  suppleness  of  the  leaf  with  a  line  tex- 
ture of  the  ribs,  being  mostly  absent  from  it.  Much  of  the  inferior 
descriptions  had  to  be  sold  at  very  low  figures,  while  the  com- 
paratively few  lots  of  fine  tobacco  brought  very  high  prices.  The 
chief  demand  is  still  from  the  United  States,  while  the  French, 
Austrian  and  Hungarian  E^gies  continue  to  increase  their  yearly 
purchases.     The  Italian  Regie  still  adheres  to  Kentucky  tobacco. 

The  crop  of  Java  tobacco  suffered  in  the  same  measure  from 
drought  as  that  of  Sumatra,  but  the  fiuctuationiu  the  price  realised 
was  naturally  less  great.  The  crop  of  1898  amounted  to  307,130 
bales,  or  about  22,500  tons,  against  266,328  bales,  or  about  19,500 
tons  in  the  previous  year.  The  average  price  realised  was  5Jd. 
per  lb.,  against  6rf.  per  lb.  in  1898. 

The  course  of  the  import  trade  in  cereals  of  1899  was  not  Cereals, 
satisfactory  to  importers  ;  there  were  but  insignificant  fluctuations 
in  prices,  and  transactions  were  limited,  the  habit  of  purchasing 
from  hand  to  mouth,  for  immediate  requirements  only,  becoming 
yearly  more  general.  The  total  importation  into  Amsterdam  in 
1899  was  as  follows : — 
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Quarters 
(of  480  Lbs.). 

Wheat 
Rve   .. 
Maize 
Oats  . . 
Barley 

101,775 

189,459 

346,178 

34,800 

54,977 

And  prices  ruled  during  the  year  at  about  the  undermentioned 
figures : — 


Per  Quarter  (of  480  Lbs.) 

January. 

From—  [      To- 

£    .f.    d.\£    8. 
1     7^1     9 
15    6      16 

0  17    0     0  18 

1  :i    3     1     6 
10     0      11 

1 

d. 
0 
6 
6 

7 
6 

June. 
From—        To— 

December. 
From—  1     To- 

Wheat.. 
Rye      .. 
Maize  .. 
Oats      . . 
Barley . . 

£    s.    d.    £    8.    d. 
16     6      18     4 
14     0      L     5     6 
0  16     3     0  17     0 
119      17     6 
10     6      12     0 

£    8.    d.\£    s. 
15     6      17 
15     0      15 
0  J6     9     0  17 
10    0      15 
118,13 

d. 
0 
6 
6 
2 
0 

Seeds  The    trade    in    rape-seed    continues    to   dwindle,   in    conse- 

quence of  the  market  for  rape-oil  having  so  greatly  diminished 
in  importance,  and  also  of  the  smaller  consumption  of  rapeseed- 
cake.  The  quotations  were  from  42s.  M.  to  475.  2d.  per  quarter 
of  480  lbs. 

The  importations  of  linseed  were  considerably  less  than  in 
former  years,  and  but  few  dbect  cargoes  arrived  in  Amsterdam. 
The  reports  of  probably  large  shipments  from  British  India  and 
the  low  range  of  prices  in  past  years  induced  speculation  in 
futures  at  low  rates,  which  resulted  calamitously ;  in  April  prices 
began  to  harden,  and  rose  gradually  by  as  much  as  16s.  per  quarter 
of  480  lbs.,  and  many  contracts  could  not  be  carried  out.  The 
North  American  crop  was  also  over-estimated.  The  price  of  linseed 
oil  naturally  rose  considerably,  but  not  in  proportion  to  the  advance 
in  those  of  seed.  Quotations  were,  in  April,  37s.  &d.  per  quarter 
of  480  lbs. ;  and  in  December,  o^is.  6d.  per  (juarter  of  480  lbs. 
Stocks  at  the  close  of  the  year  almost  nil. 

Timber.  The  importations  of  timber  were  considerably  smaller  than  in 

the  previous  year,  the  total  to  Holland  amounting  to  205,260  tons 
of  logs  and  unsawn  timber,  as  compared  with  2:53,068  tons  of 
lo^s  in  1898 ;  and  to  318,522  tons  of  sawn  timber,  as  compared 
w?th  334,307  tons  in  1898.  Prices  have  steadily  advanced 
throughout  the  year  and  closed  firmly  with  a  prospect  of  a 
further  rise,  as  stocks  are  nearly  exhausted. 
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The  quantity  of  British  coal  imported  into  the  Netherlands  oqiL 
has  now  again  reached  a  very  considerable  figure.  It  is  estimated 
at  about  1,200,000  tons  in  1899,  and  it  seems  probable  that  it  may 
reach  a  still  larger  figure  in  the  current  year.  The  establishment 
of  a  coal  trust  in  Westphalia,  which  province  supplies  about  75 
per  cent,  of  the  total  coal  consumption  of  the  Netherlands,  and  of 
an  afl&liated  coal  syndicate  in  the  Netherlands,  has  no  doubt  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  increased  import  from  Great  Britain,  although 
the  relative  proportion  of  price  has  not  materially  changed,  and  the 
greater  demand  for  British  coal  is  to  some  extent  a  consequence 
of  the  fact  that  Westphalia  was  practically  unable  to  supply  the 
quantities  required.  The  total  consumption  of  coal  in  the  Nether- 
lands may  be  estimated  at  about  6,000,000  tons,  and  nothing 
could  more  clearly  show  the  industrial  progress  of  this  country 
than  the  fact  that  40  years  since  the  quantity  of  coal  of  all 
description  imported  was  under  1,000,000  tons.  Coal  has  certainly 
replaced  the  national  product,  turf,  to  a  very  considerable  extent 
as  household  fuel,  but  the  great  increase  has  been  for  manufac- 
tories, railways  and  tramways,  and  very  greatly  for  bunkering 
purposes. 

The  exports   of  butter  from  Holland  in  1899  amounted  to  Expopti. 
20,173  tons,  against  20,053  tons  in  1898,  of  which  19,753  tons  B'*«*'- 
went  to  Great  Britain. 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  exportation  of  maigarine  Margarine, 
in  1899,  the   figures  being  50,049   tons,  of  which  42,195   tons 
went  to  Great  Britain,  against  42,195   tons  in  1898,   of  which 
40,548  tons  went  to  Great  Britain. 

There  was  also  a  considerably  increased  export  of  cheese,  the  Ohe«M. 
figures  being  45,289  tons,  of  which  16,388  tons  woait  to  Great 
Britain,  against  39,088  tons  in  1898,  of  which  14,495  tons  went 
to  Great  Britain. 

Amsterdam  has  done  its  best  to  keep  pace  with  the  other  Public  worka. 
northern  ports  of  Europe  in  providing  accommodation  for  shipping 
visiting  the  port,  and  as  the  whole  of  the  docks  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  municipality,  which  has  always  of  late  years  made  cheap 
and  ample  accommodation  its  dhief  aim,  the  port  has  becx)me 
one  of  the  cheapest  in  Europe,  no  effort  having  been  spared  to 
overcome  the  natural  and  imavoidable  disadvantages  of  its  posi- 
tion. The  North  Sea  Canal,  by  which  it  is  approached,  is  now 
in  a  position  to  admit  the  largest  ships  and  cargoes  without  its 
being  necessary  to  lighter  at  the  entrance.  Dock  and  quay 
accommodation  are  sufficient  for  a  very  large  trade.  Railway 
communication  to  the  interior  and  to  Belgium  and  Germany  is 
ample,  with  very  moderate  tariflfs.  A  new  entrepot  dock  will 
now  shortly  be  completed,  which  will  bear  comparison  with  the 
best  installation  yet  known.  Dock  and  quay  dues  are  very 
moderate,  and  the  North  Sea  Canal  is  an  entirely  free  waterway. 
No  efforts  can  give  to  Amsterdam  that  position  as  a  transit  port, 
which  Antwerp  and  Rotterdam  possess,  but  as  a  great  depot  for 
goods  for  home  and  foreign  consumption  it  is  admirably  designed 
and  suited.     Distribution  to  the  interior  of  Holland  is  carried  on 
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with  great  economy  and  promptitude  by  numberless  regular  lines 
of  small  steamers,  which  avail  themselves  of  the  excellent  water- 
ways of  the  country,  while  the  amount  of  small  sailing  tonnage  is 
surprisingly  large,  and  this  class  of  vessel  as  a  rule  is  thoroughly 
well  constructed  and  practical. 

Ymuiden,  the  outport  of  Amsterdam  at  the  western  entrance 
of  the  North  Sea  Canal,  has  slmred  considerably  in  the  generally 
increased  prosperity  of  the  shipping  trade,  and  its  position  as  one 
of  the  chief  fishing  harbours  of  the  Nortli  of  Europe  gains  daily 
in  importance.  The  steps  taken  by  the  Dutch  Government  with 
the  object  of  taking  the  sale  by  public  auction  of  fish  cargoes  as 
far  as  practicable  out  of  the  hands  of  private  salesmen,  and  of 
placing  it  under  a  salesman  appointed  by  Government,  a  measure 
which  was  a  consequence  of  the  malpractices  formerly  prevalent 
in  the  port,  met  with  a  vigorous  opposition,  not  only  on  the  part 
of  the  private  salesmen,  as  was  natural,  but  on  that  of  others  who 
saw  in  it  an  imnecessary  and  unwarrantable  infringement  of  the 
liberty  of  the  subject.  The  Minister  of  Commerce  and  Industry 
has,  however,  adhered  firmly  to  his  decision,  wliich  has  ])een  to  a 
considerable  extent  justified  by  the  results  of  the  new  regulations, 
and  it  may  be  hoped  that  when  some  few  undeniable  grievances 
shall  have  been  remedied,  the  sahitary  influence  of  this  control  of 
the  trade,  alrendy  evident,  will  be  hUowcmI  to  extend  without 
further  opposition. 

The  small  town  of  Ymuiden  is  growin<^  rapidly  and  has 
already  a  population  of  some  4,500  souls.  Tiie  harbour  for  the 
fishing  fleet  and  the  Government  auction-liall,  are  well  worthy  of 
a  visit  by  those  interested  in  the  trade. 

A  new  floating  graving  dock  for  Amsterdam,  the  dimensions 
of  which  are  424  feet  by  78  feet  by  28  feet  depth,  lifting 
7,500  tons,  has  been  constructed  by  the  Graving  Dock  Company, 
and  is  now  In  working  order,  having  been  opened  on  May  12,  1899. 
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Bbtubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Amsterdam  during  the 

Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Sail! 

\ng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUfiy. 

Knmber  of 
Yesaato. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
YeaselB. 

Tons. 

Nnmberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Britbh      

14 

6,952 

720 

629,746 

764 

666.608 

Austrian   ... 

... 

2,667 

2 

2,667 

B«lRlan      

... 

... 

1,600 

1 

1,500 

Danish      

8 

2,045 

54 

64,652 

62 

66,697 

French      

..• 

„ 

990 

2 

990 

Oerman     

6 

6,826 

228 

202,267 

284 

205^566 

Oteek        

... 

4,887 

6 

4.867 

Italian       

i 

8,460 

... 

... 

6 

6,460 

Dutch       

64 

6,192 

716 

560,468 

747 

566,661 

Monresian 

17 

6,960 

267 

228,112 

284 

265,072 

Bnssiaa     

2 

1,464 

6,688 

6 

5,122 

Spanish     ^       ... 

1 

472 

21 

30,712 

22 

61,184 

Swedish     ... 

1 

290 

62 

48,822 

68 

50.112 

Japanese 

•- 

... 

2 

7,712 

2 

.7,712 

Total 

86 

61,101 

2,079 

1,787,144 

2,165 

1.818,245 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NatioMlitj. 

Nnmberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

• 

British       

Austrian 

Belgian     

JPanish      

French      

Oeraiaa    

Gnek        

Italian      

Dutch       

Norwegian 
Bussl2b    ...       ... 

Spanish     

Swedish     

JH-UM-e 

15 

*9 

1 
8 

"l 

68 

16 

6 

1 
2 

9,666 

2,561 

141 

6,008 

2',662 
10,172 
6046 
2,796 
476 
675 

711 
2 

'57 
2 

226 
1 
2 

726 

264 

4 

16 

68 

2 

616,162 
2,667 

6S"551 

990 

204,668 

1,678 

9,686 

667,954 

226,887 

6,688 

28,052 

45,907 

7,718 

726 
2 

'66 
6 

264 
1 
6 

762 

279 
7 
17 
60 
2 

626,827 
266: 

(»',112 

1,161 

210,646 

1,678 

4,746 

578.126 

229.962 

6.484 

26,626 

46.482 

7,716 

Total  ... 

94 

40.408 

2,068 

1,766,970 

2,162 

1.806,468 
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Beport  on  Trade,  &c.,  of  the  Island  of  Java  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mb.  Consul  Davids. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  April  24,  1900.) 

The  year  1899  has  been  generally  prosperous  for  the  Island  of  Introductory. 
Java,  the  almost  sole   exception   being  the  coffee   crop,  which, 
though  slightly  better  than  in  1898,  was  again  disappointing. 

As  foreshadowed  by  Mr.  Acting-Consul  McLachlan  in  Ms 
Eeport  on  1898,  the  sugar  crop  for  the  year  under  review  has 
surpassed  the  record  crop  of  1898  by  a  considerable  figure. 

As  regards  imports,  the  past  year  may  be  regarded  as  perhaps 
the  most  satisfactory  of  recent  years.  This  has  been  contributed 
to  by  the  rise  of  prices  in  Europe,  and  an  almost  entire  absence 
of  important  failures  among  Chinese  and  native  dealers. 

The  sugar  season  heus  again  been  successful,  and  satisfactory  Sagar. 
to  planters,   the   production   per  "bouw"   being   very  high;   in 
fact,  in  many  instances  much  above  the  average,  while  remunera- 
tive prices  ruled  throughout. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul.WaiTcn  reports : — "It  is  reported  that  there 
is  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  *sereh'  in  nursery  gardens, 
and  that  even  importations  from  the  Preanger  are  not  entirely 
free  from  the  disease.  The  productiveness  of  these  gardens  does 
not,  however,  seem  to  be  very  much  affected  by  the  presence  of 
the  disease.  One  or  two  of  the  new  species  of  cane  derived 
from  seed  continue  to  give  considerable  satisfaction." 

Under  the  new  regulations  controlling  the  extent  to  which 
land  may  be  hired  from  the  natives,  the  approaching  planting 
season  has  been  officially  indicated  as  the  last  for  free  hiring,  and 
will  accordingly  serve  to  indicate  the  maximum  meantime  allowed. 
It  may  therefore  be  confidently  anticipated  that  next  year  will 
show  the  largest  area  yet  planted. 
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The  foUowiag  figures  will  prove  of  interest: — 

Yield  of  Sugar,  in  Piculs  *  since  1875,  leading  up  to  the  Record 

Crop  of  1899. 


Year. 


1875 
1876 

1877 
1878 
1879 
1S80 
1881 
1882 
IH83 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
18S9 
1890 
1891 
1893 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 


Quantity. 


PicuU. 
3,189,162 
3,717,716 
4,048,574 
3,700,630 
3,843,470 
3,593,404 
4,606,780 
4,809,322 
5,348,867 
6,493,248 
6,259,355 
5,863.688 
6,189,162 
5,S52,N'58 
5,484.4H7 
6,588,000 
6,686,820 
6,950,340 
7,899.995 
7.975.757 
8,yr,5,750 
8,071.300 
9,025,617 
11,349,523 
11,895,010 


Coffee, 


Tobacco, 


•  16-47  picuU  =  1  ton. 

The  coming  crop,  provided  climatic  influences  remain  favour- 
al»le,  promisey  to  turn  out  well. 

The  1899  coffee  crops,  both  of  Arabian  and  of  Liberian  plants, 
exceeded  those  of  the  previous  year,  but  the  advantage  accruing  to 
planters  therefrom  was  counterbalanced  by  the  low  prices  obtained. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  values  improved,  and  though  the 
that  planters  have  been  looking  for  will  not  be 
late  blossoming  season  promises  fairly  satisfactory 


Rice. 


bumper  crop 
realised,  the 
productions. 

The  crop  of  leaf  tobacco  was  satisfactory,  and  the  quality  of 
the  native-grown  article,  "  krossok,*'  has  been  up  to  the  average. 

Prices  in  Europe  have,  however,  been  much  lower  than  in  the 
previous  year,  and  consequently  the  financial  results  have  been 
less  favourable. 

In  Mid- Java  the  crop  of  1899  exceeded  that  of  1898  by 
something  like  3,000,000  lbs.  (Amsterdam),  and  during  the  coming 
season  the  crop  will  be  still  larger,  the  area  under  cultivation 
having  been  increased,  but  the  quality  of  the  leaf,  I  am  informed, 
has  suffered  from  the  exceedingly  dry  weather  experienced  during 
the  autumn  months. 

A  fairly  good  crop  of  rice  was  harvested  during  1 899,  and  the 
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return  in  Annex  No.  X  will  show  that  43,265  tons  were  exported 
darinor  the  season,  against  36,211  tons  in  1898.  Prices  in  Europe 
were,  however,  rather  disappointing  to  shippers. 

The  exports  of  cinchona  bark  during  the  past  year  amounted  ^inolioiiA, 
to  11,221,000  lbs.  (Amsterdam),  as  compared  with  11,150,000  lbs. 
(Amsterdam)   during  1898,  and  8,511,000  lbs.  (Amsterdam)   in 
1897.     The  average  price  per  unit,  obtained  at  the  public  sales  in 
Europe  during  1899,  was  about  7  c,  as  against  4*78  c.  during  1898. 

The  quantity  of  quinine  produced  by  the  Bandong  manu- 
factory during  the  past  year  was  about  700,000  ozs.,  of  which  the 
bulk  was  shipped  to  London  and  America.  A  small  quantity  was 
consumed  locally,  and  a  part  found  its  way  to  the  Straits  Settio- 
raentn,  China,  and  other  Eastern  markets. 

Some  of  the  principal  cinchona  planters  in  Java  have  decided 
to  have  1,000,000  ozs.  of  quinine  manufactured  from  their  bark 
during  1900  by  the  Bandong  manufactory,  and  to  offer  this 
quinine  for  sale  by  public  auctions  in  Batavia  in  lots  of  175,000 
to  200,000  ozs.  February  28  has  been  fixed  upon  as  ihe  date 
for  the  first  auction,  and  the  following  four  sales  will  probably 
take  place  on  April  25,  June  27,  August  29,  and  October  '61. 

An  exhaustive  and  interesting  report  on  cinchona  in  Java  was 
published  in  July  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Standen,  Director  of  the  Govern- 
ment Plantations  at  Ootacamund,  Madras  Presidency. 

Exports  of  tea  again  show  an  increase,  viz.,  12,841,702  lbs..  Tea. 
against  12,100,724  lbs.  in  1898,  the  latter  having  been  the  largest 
yield  known  up  till  then.     Prices  during  1899  have  been  favour- 
able, and  planters  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  results. 

Several  new  estates  have  been  opened  which  is  a  healthy  sign, 
the  seed  planted  being  mostly  the  Assam  variety.  The  climate 
of  Java,  especially  on  the  higher  levels,  is  well  adapted  for  the 
cultivation  of  this  article,  and  if  prices  are  maintained,  I  anticipate 
more  estates  will  be  started. 

Exports  of  cocoa  during  the  past  year  show  a  slight  increase  Ooooa, 
on  those  of  1898,  and  prices  obtained  have  been  satisfactory. 

The  crop  of  cocoanuts  was  large  and  local  prices  of  cocoanut  Copah. 
oil   being   less   favourable   than  in    1898,  the  exports  of  coprah 
during  1899  increased  to  the  large  figure  of  about  45,000  tons, 
the  bulk  of  which  found  its  way  to  Marseilles. 

I   am   indebted  to  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Eraser  for  the  following  Indigo, 
report    on    indigo,   the    cultivation   of   which,   as   mentioned   in 
previous  reports,  is  confined  to  Mid-Java : — 

"The  1899  crop  amounted  to  only  about  1,000,000  English  lbs. 
or  nearly  27  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  1898 ;  this  falling-off  is 
due  to  the  fact  that,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  many  planters 
finding  the  cultivation  of  indigo  unremunerative  and  fearing  the 
competition  of  the  artificial  product,  have  either  abandoned  their 
estates  or  turned  them  into  tobacco  plantations.  "The  coming 
crop  is  estimated  at  950,000  English  lbs. 

"During  the  first  half  of  1899  indigo  prices  continued  at  the 
low  level  which  had  been  reached  during  the  previous  year,  but 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  prices  improved  steadily,  the 
(590)  A  3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JAVA. 


ISb. 


Imports. 
European 


market  closing  on  December  31  at  the  highest  point  touched. 
The  action  ot  Java  planters  in  reducing  the  output  may  be 
said  to  have  contributed  in  some  measure  to  the  improvement  in 

{)rices,  but  the  principal   causes  are  to  be  found  in  the  partial 
ailure  of  the  Bengal  crop  and  the  rise  in  the  price  of  artificial 
indigo. 

"  Experiments  are  being  made  with  a  new  process  of  manu- 
fjacture  which  is  said  to  be  an  improvement  on  the  Lookeren- 
Canipagne  system,  in  tliat  it  noc  only  extracts  a  higher  percentage 
*>!'  colouring  matter  from  the  leaf,  but  produces  a  much  purer 
indigo.  Nothing  definite  is  known,  however,  so  far  as  to  cost  of 
this  method." 

The  exports  (private)  of  tin  were  86,429  piculs,  against  85,166 
piculs  in  1898.  The  JUUiton  Company  now  dispose  of  their 
tin  entirely  V)y  private  tender,  so  that  I  am  unable  to  state  prices 
obtained. 

The  year  to  be  reviewed  has  been  decidedly  satisfactoiy  tor 
importers.  While  fresh  imports  have  been  somewhat  checked  by 
manufactures,  ^lie  Upward  movement  of  prices  in  Europe,  the  continued  advance 
has  strengthened  the  hands  of  importers  and  has  enabled  them  to 
consideral)ly  reduce  their  old  stocks,  and  as  these  were  for  the 
most  part  cheaply  liought,  the  result  should  have  been  satisfactory. 
As  the  recent  further  rise  in  European  values  has  been  too  rapid 
to  be  immediately  followed  by  consumers  here,  a  further  depletion 
of  stocks  is  not  improbable  and  although  prices  ottered  by  dealers 
are  still  far  below  the  e<]uivalent  required  by  home  uianuiacturers, 
a  gradual  improvement  in  this  respect  may  be  looked  for. 

In  cotton  goods  British  manufactures  continue  to  hold  the 
leading  place,  whilst  in  tools,  cutlery  and  hardware  the  bulk  of 
the  trade  is  in  the  hands  of  German  and  Belgian  manufacturers. 

The  importation  of  sulphate  of  ammonia  was  about  the  same 
as  in  •  1898,  while  the  importation  of  poonac  from  British  India 
has  increased  to  about  7,000  tons. 

Blood  manures  in  small  quantities  were  imported  from  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  colonies,  ground-nut  cake  from  China 
and  the  Madras  Coast. 

The  trade  in  bicycles  during  the  past  year  has  been  less  satis- 
factory, the  market  having  become  somewhat  overstocked  with 
the  cheaper  German  and  American  makes.  A  firm  in  Mid- 
tlava  has  now  adopted  the  system  of  importing  the  different 
parts  from  Germany  and  putting  them  together  in  their  work- 
shop, turning  out  at  a  moderate  price  a  reliable  machine  with 
which  importers  of  the  finished  article  find  it  hard  to  com- 
pete. The  same  firm  have  also  taken  up  the  import  of  and 
manufactures  of  motor  carriages,  tricycles,  &c.,  but  the  trade  is 
still  a  small  one,  whilst  prices  are  somewhat  prohibitory. 

The  figures  given  show  that  there  has  been  a  slight  increase  in 
the  consumption  of  petroleum  during  1899.  The  importation 
from  the  United  States  shows  a  decrease,  that  is  to  say,  that  whilst 
the  **  Devoes  '*  brand  has  been  imported  to  the  extent  of  200,000 
cases  more,  the  *  Tiger "  brand  shows  a  more  than  equivalent 
decrease. 
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The  quantity  of  Russian  oil  shipped  to  Java  during  1899  was 
about  double  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  whilst  Langkat  shows 
a  large  decrease,  Java  oil  shows  a  good  increase. 

Boring  still  continues  in  Java  and  the  Isle  of  Madura,  and  I 
understand  one  company  in  the  latter  place  has  been  successful  in 
finding  oil  in  paying  quantities ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  month  or 
so,  when  new  tank  fighters  are  ready,  the  raw  product  will  be 
brought  to  their  refinery  near  Sourabaya, 

I  Quantity. 


American  "  Deroes  " 

•'Tiger" 
Bussian . . 
Langkat. . 

Java  oil,  Wonokronio 
„         Blora . . 

Total 


1897. 

1898.          i          1899. 

1 

Cases. 
1,565,294 

582,014 
494,228 

Cases.                  Cases. 
879,477       '       1,084,090 
446,956       1          171,500 
365,284                764,887 
625,559       1          2ir>,556 

2,641,536 
621,620 
840,5?3 

2,317,276             2,237.033 
546,101       ,          596,656 
967,141             1,041,913 

4,103,679 

3,830,518             3,876,602 

Whilst  cost  of  fuel  generally  is  advancing,  it  is  interesting  to  I^iquid  fuel, 
note  that  a  new  source  of  supply  will  shortly  be  put  on  the  market 
here  by  the  agents  of  the  Shell  Transport^  and  Trading  Company, 
of  London,  in  the  shape  of  liquid  fuel.  This  fuel  is  the  residue 
left  after  refining  the  crude  petroleum  obtained  from  the  above 
company's  oil-fields  in  Koetei,  on  the  east  coast  of  Borneo,  and  it 
has  been  proved  from  experience  obtained  from  its  use  on  board 
the  steamers  of  the  Royal  Packet  and  other  companies  to  be  in 
many  respects  superior  to  coaL 

It  is  maintained  by  the  sellers  that  one  ton  of  this  liquid  fuel 
is  equivalent  in  steam-producing  power  to  two  tons  of  the  best 
Japanese  coal.  Tt  has  possibly  also  a  future  before  it  as  a  fuel  for 
industrial  undertakings,  railways,  &c.,  some  bf  which  are  already 
usiug  the  Dordrecht  Tetroleum  Company's  refuse. 

A  large  tank  has  been  constructed  near  Tanjong  Priok  (the  har- 
bour of  Batavia)  capable  of  containing  about  4,000  tons  of  liquid  fuel, 
and  as  the  supply  at  Koetei  is  said  to  be  practically  inexhaustible, 
while  the  distance  from  the  source  of  supply  is  comparatively 
short,  it  will  be  possible  to  replenish  the  stock  at  short  intervals, 
so  that  the  tank  should  prove  sufi&cient  to  supply  all  the  fuel 
required  at  this  port  in  the  event  of  owners  of  steamers  trading 
here  deciding  to  adopt  its  use. 

The  price  is  said  to  be  very  moderate,  taking  present  values  ol 
coal  into  consideration. 

The  tank  is  connected  with  Tanjong  Priok  harbour  by  a  6-inch 
pipe,  and  steamers  lying  alongside  the  present  coal  wharf  can  have 
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their  buukers  pumped  full  in  a  very  short  space  of  time,  much  less 
than  would  be  required  to  fill  them  with  coal. 

It  is  under  consideration,  I  learn,  to  build  similar  tanks  at 
other  ports,  wherever  the  local  conditions  are  favourable  for 
handling  the  article. 

Work  has  been  begun  on  the  Kalisat-Banjoewangie  Extension 
Railway,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  line  will  be  ready  for  traffic  in 
1902. 

The  Line  Batavia-Anjer  will  be  opened  as  far  as  Serang  in 
June  or  July,  1900. 

Australian,  Japanese,  and  OembiHen  coal  are  coming  more 
and  more  into  use,  so  that  Cardiff  coal  has  practically  only  been 
imported  for  the  Dutch  Navy  and  the  railways  in  Java. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Royal  Packet  Company 
ceased  running  to  and  from  Singapore  in  connection  with  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  mail,  on  account  of  the  few  passengers 
carried  by  the  latter  line  for  Java.  In  its  place  a  connection  has 
been  instituted  with  the  fortnightly  outward  steamers  of  the 
North  German  Lloyd. 

Letters  forwarded  by  the  English  mail,  viS,  Singapore,  by  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company,  now  reach 
addresses  in  Java  at  irregular  intervals,  causing  considerable 
inconvenience. 

The  electric  tramway  at  Batavia,  spoken  of  in  the  last  report, 
is  now  in  working  order  along  a  third  of  its  length,  but  has  not, 
financially  speaking,  so  far  done  well. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  freights  for  steamers  for 
sugar  to  America  ruled  at  about  1/.  IO5.,  which  rate  remained 
unaltered  for  a  considerable  time,  and  then  dropped  to  11.  Ss.  9cL 
and  IL  7s.  6t/.,  rising  again  later  on  to  11.  12s.  6d.  and  1/.  135.  9^/., 
and  finally  closing  at  11.  lis.  3d.  Sailing  vessels  remained  fairly 
steady  at  11.  5«.  to  11.  6s.  6d. 

There  was  some  enquiry  also  for  Australia  at  15s. 

During  1899  several  new  companies  were  started  for  the 
exploration  of  gold  concessions  in  Celebes,  Borneo,  and  Sumatra. 
It  appears  that  considerable  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting 
the  mines  already  started  into  proper  working  order,  but  in  more 
than  one  instance  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  extracted  from 
the  quartz  has  proved  highly  satisfactory.  There  seems  little 
doubt  that,  provided  sufficient  capital  is  obtained  and  proper 
management  secured,  the  future  of  several  of  the  companies  is 
assured. 

Daring  1899  a  considerable  quantity  of  teak  was  exported 
from  Mid- Java,  10,000  cubic  metres  being  shipped  to  Europe 
and  11,000  cubic  metres,  principally  sleepers,  to  South  Africa. 
Soap  industry.  The  competition  between  the  local  Chinese  soap  manufactories 
has  been  very  keen,  and  consequently  prices  have  remained  low, 
which  has  had  a  deleterious  effect  on  the  trade  in  the  lower 
qualities  of  British-made  soaps. 
Shipping.  The   total  steam    tonnage   chartered    during    the   past   year 

amounted   to  678,671   net  register  tons,  or   122,953  tons  more 
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than  in  1898,  which  increase  is  attributable  to  the  large  sugar 
and  coprah  crops. 

Sail  tonnage  shows  again  a  decrease,  especially  in  the  carrying 
of  sugar,  showing  only  about  52,000  tons  in  1899,  against  69,000 
tons  in  1898.  Many  of  the  sailing  vessels  that  called  at  Java 
loaded  homewards  with  full  cargoes  of  coprah. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  following  amounts  were  Post  Office 
deposited  in  tlie  Post  Office  Savin<rs  Bank :—  ^""^"^f^  ^*^- 


Received  from — 


Europeans  . . 

Natives    ..  ,.  ,, 

Chinese,     Arabs,  and      other 
Asiatics            ..  •• 


Amount. 

Or  Per 
Depositor. 

FI.         c. 

1,857,175     47 

193,758    35 

30,435       0 

FI.     c. 
197     53 
27     30i 

59    44 

Against,  in  1898  ; 


Kcceivo'l  from — 


Amount. 


Or  Per 
Depositor. 


FI.  0.  1  FI.  c. 

Europeans           700,358       2  ,  207  45 

Native* 59,048  24-  ;  22  77 

Chineso,     Arabs,     and      other  ' 

Asiatics            j          7,260  65  ,  50  7 


The  health  of  Batavia,  Samarang,  and  other  places  in  Java  Health, 
during  1899  was  normal. 

Regarding  Sourabava,  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Warren  writes  : — "  The 
town  of  Sourabaya  has  been  troubled  during  the  past  year  by  only  a 
few  cases  of  cliolera  and  small-pox,  and  although  there  was  reason  to 
fear  that  the  plague  might  have  been  introduced  from  Hongkong 
or  Mecca,  the  stringent  regulations  enforced  by  the  sanitary 
authorities  were  successful,  and  no  case  was  reported. 

"  By  means  of  dams  in  the  river  a  plentiful  supply  of  water  can 
now  be  diverted  to  flush  the  sewers,  and  this  much-needed  reform, 
when  fully  carried  out,  can  only  have  a  beneficial  eftect  on  the 
general  health  of  the  place. 

"  A  supply  of  drinking  water  is  to  be  brought  from  Kasri,  a 
small  village  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  about  30  miles  from  Sourabaya, 
and  the  work  is  now  being  taken  in  hand." 

The  Vice-Kegal  office  is  now  held  by  Lieutenant-General  W.  Kxecutiye 
Eooseboom,  Jonkheer  C.  H.  A.  van  der  Wyck  having  resigned  his  government, 
office  on  October  3. 

The  number  of  British  residents  at  Batavia  at  the  end  of  1899  British 
was  12ft,  at  Sourabaya  84,  and  at  Samarang  17.  reaidente. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10 


JAVA. 


Annex  I. — Total  Exports  of  Sugar  Crop  for  the  last  Four  Years 
from  July  of  the  one  Year  to  June  of  the  following  Year. 


Sugar 

Crop. 

Country. 

1895-96. 

1896-97. 

1897-98. 

1898-99. 

Europe 

Australia 

Ohina 

Japan    . . 

America           ..    .     .. 

Other  countries 

Tons. 
306,778 

15,007 
141.383 

116,735 
23,356 

Tons. 
293,515 

18,408 
100,338 

61,177 
24,996 

Tons. 

1,338 

31,905 

147,911 

1,214 

313,785 

35,048 

Tons. 

74,717 

2,491 

151,918 

19,270 
395,969 

84,841 

Total     .. 

603,259 

498,434 

531,201 

679,206 

Annex  II. — Exports  of  Sugar  Crop  to  December  31,  1899, 
compared  with  the  Years  1897  and  1898. 


Quantity. 

Country. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

Europe 

America 

Australia          

Ohina 

Japan 

Otiher  countries 

Tons. 
99,161 
153,639 
29,004 
82,602 

20,856 

Tons. 

200,905 

233,388 

2,491 

113,782 

12,318 

24,083 

Tons. 
279,013 
213,802 

10,325 

96,015 
7,057 

80,074 

Total 

385,262 

586,967 

636,286 
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Annex  III. — »Tava  (rovernment  Coffee  Sales  during  the  Year  1899. 


Description. 

Date  of  Sale. 

Quantirj. 

Aver.ige. 

Piculs. 

Fl.    c. 

Preanger   O.P 

August  23 

600 

40    00 

MalaDg      0.P 

•     »»                 •  • 

5,400 

26    28 

Siwir         W.T.P/S.. 

» 

1,278 

45     51 

Ngroto       W.I.P./NS 
Wagip        W.I.P./WS 

»»                •  • 

254 

42     40 

>»                •  • 

241 

42    70 

Wagir        W.I.P./WX       .. 

»i                 •  • 

20 

80    10 

Magoean    W.l.P./MA 

f»                •  • 

48 

29    10 

Magoean    W.I.P./MS         ..; 

147 

29    90 

Magoean    W.I.P./MX        ..1 

24 

19    40 

Karangan  W.I.P./E8         ...          „ 

497 

44    20 

Karangan  W.I.P./KM 

»» 

91 

30    00 

Preanger   W.I.P 

September  27  .. 

600 

40    00 

Malang      O.P 

»i              •  • 

10,282 

26    87 

Sissir         W.I.P./S.. 

1,741 

46    83 

Sissir         W.I.P./SB 

239 

36    60 

Ngroto       W.I.P./NS          ..               „               ..'              973 

42     97 

Ngpoto       W.I.P./NB 

40 

25    80 

XigTOto       W.I.P./NX 

»»              •  • 

90 

28    00 

Pakis         W.LP./Pl 

»              •  • 

610 

31     78 

Magoean    W.I.P./MS 

..1               502 

82    06 

Magoean    W.IP./MX        .. 

69 

22     55 

Magoean    W.I.P./MA 

,»               •  • 

70 

24     10 

Karangan  W.I.P./KS 

I,     •          •  • 

455 

42    60 

Karangan  W.I.P./KM        .. 

i>               •  • 

51 

25    05 

Wigir        W.I.P./WS 

,1 

69 

43     05 

Preanger   O.P 

November  1      . . 

5,600 

40    01 

Preanger   W.I.P 

..|               400 

40    35 

Malang      O.P 

16,433 

30    33 

Wagir        W.I.P./S.. 

..:               198 

45     65 

Wagir        W.I.P./B.. 

..'                60 

29    00 

Wagir        W.l.P./X 

17 

22    05 

Pakis         W.1.P./P1 

783 

82     10 

Pakis         W.I.P./P2 

96 

29     50 

Pakig          W.I.P./P3 

..:                72 

24     50 

Karangan  W.I.P./S.. 

..:               462 

46     20 

Karangan  W.I.P./M 

138 

33     30 

Senggoro    W.I.P./S.. 

511 

33     22 

Senggoro   W.I.P./A 

4:i 

no     15 

Senggoro   WM.P./X 

f3 

22     50 

SisBir          W.I.P./B 

l-l 

35     25 

Sissir          W.I.P./X            ..'             „               .    .                 (50 

29     40 

Preanger   O.P December  6      ..             0,800 

42     90 

Preanger   W.I.P ,            „               ..,               200 

42     76 

Malang      O.P.           .          ..              „               .1           3,400 

36    00 

Pakis          W.LP./Pl           ..              „               ..'               293 

38     32 

Pakis          W.I.P./P2          ..              „               .    ;               17» 

:J6     00 

Pakis          W.LP.'PS          ..              „              ..                  46 

36    00 

Pakis          W.I.P./P4          ..              „               ..'                «l 

37    05 

Senggoro    W.I.P./S..          ..'             ,.               ..1              436 

42    00 

Senggoro    W.I.P./A            ..;             „               ..'                 51 

38    05 

Kumngan  W.I.P./S  .          ...             „               ..^                 21 

43     00 
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Annex  IV. — Padang  Government  CoiBFee  Sales  during  the 
Year  1899. 


Description. 


Interior 
Ayer  Bangis 
Painnn 
Aokok 
Mandheling 


Infceriop 

Ayer  bangis 

Painau 

Ankola 

M  and  ht' ling 


Interior 
Ayer  Bangis 
Painan 
Ankola 
Mandheling 


Interior 
Ayer  Bangis 
Painan 
Ankola 
Mandheling 


Date  of  Sale. 


March  31  . 


June  30 


September  30 


December  30 


Quantity. 


Piculs. 
6,500 
530 
290 
470 
900 

23,600 
520 
900 
330 
240 

7.200 
820 
400 
730 
500 

1,700 
160 
270 
220 
460 


Average. 


Fl.  c. 

67  7U 

78  81t 

60  37 

86  01 

87  42 

57  974 

72  66 

52  05 

84  20 

90  45 

57  27i 

70  30 

50  824 

81  48 

84  62 

65  21 

72  70 

57  20 

85  50 
89  00 


Annex  V. — Customs  Eeceipts  in  Java  and  Madura  during 
the  Years  1898-99. 


Description. 

Amount. 

1898. 

1899. 

Fl. 

c. 

Fl. 

c. 

Import  duty 

, , 

7,391,813 

22 

7,392,862 

64 

Export  duty 

887.613 

95 

960,;U-3 

18 

Excise  on  spirituous  liquors 

174,156 

59 

183,853 

38 

„         tobacco 

8,221 

52 

8,226 

06 

„         petroleum. .          • . 

2,922,476 

72 

3,500,080 

83 

„         matches     .. 

1,133,955 

47 

1,274, 12:i 

lO 

Store  rent 

48,578 

23 

ii7.687 

84 

liemuneratioii  for  services  .. 

5,548 

21 

4  923 

0 

Fines  ana  forfeitures. . 

4,881 

15 

18,^76 

58 

Other  receipts 

,,  ' 

2i^622 

63 

30,125 

81 

Sales  ot  unclaimed  propeity 

•  • 

4,663 

85 

2.9.'^4 

64 

Total   .. 

12,611,531 

54 

13,414,186 

06 

Fj 

c. 

Note.— In  1897  the  u 

Diouut  was   . .          .  • 

13,07. 

^,682     58 

1896 

}> 

• . 

12,231 

J,406     95 

1»95 

t» 

.. 

11,86 

1,170    68 

"\ 


\ 
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Annex  VI. — Rbturx  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Batavia  and 
Harbour  of  Tandjong  Priok  during  the  Year  1899. 

Entbred. 


Steam. 


Sailing. 


Nationalitj. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1                    1 
T^«.           'Number  of  1 
^^^•-          ^    Vessels,    i 

Tons. 

Dutch 

British 

British  Indian .  • 
Gknnan 

French  

Australian 
Norwegian 
Anstro-Hungarian 

Italian 

Swedish 

549 

73 

90 

34 

39 

8 

2 

1 

675,492-33     |       129 
177.655-84             11 
58,31*72 
61,2-23  -97 
44,09(5-29 
11,692  -92     ; 
3,268-64     1           7 
2,247-59     ' 

1 
1 

46,482-47 
8,403-15 

4,300-65 

1,280-72 
399-64 

Total     .. 

796 

1,033,992-30           149 

60,816  -63 

Cleaked. 


Dutch 

British  ., 

British  Indian  •  • 

German.  • 

French  .. 

Australian         .  • 

Norwegian 

A  u  stro- Hungarian 

Italian   .•  .. 

Swedish.. 


Total 


947,551-20 


66,570-90 
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.   Poffee  Sales  during  the 
-I>.fta>ANQ  Government  Cotiee  ^ 

Year  1899. 


pe8crix>*i^ 


Date  of  Sale.        ^ 


Quantity. 


iBterVor       ^  • 
AyerBauR^a 

painnn 
A»^oU        •  - 

iBtenor 

At^Uola-  -  - 

XxiteTior 


March  31 . 


June  30 


September  30 


December  30 


Picu]B. 
6,500 
530 
290 
470 
900 

23,600 
520 
900 
330 
240 

7.200 
320 
400 
730 
500 

1,700 
16(' 
27 


-vr        Customs  Receipts  in  Java 
Axix^e^   ^. CUSTOM  ^^^  ^^^^^  1898-9' 


X)e8criptioii. 


Import  duty   . . 

Export  duty    .  •  V.„„      *  * 

^xciee  on  spirituous  liquors 

tobacco 

'\         petroleum. . 

matches     •• 

fttore  rent        • «  •  • , 

Remuneration  for  services  . 
Pines  ana  forfeitures.. 
Other  receipts  -• 

Sales  ot  unclaimed  prop* 

Total   .. 


Note.— T 


Average. 


Fl. 
67 

78 
60 
8(> 
87 
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•  ;^r 

at  the  Port  of  Sourabaya 

1899. 

1  t. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

rjber  of 
easels. 

1         TODB. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

10 

14,668  -70 

103 

212,990  -52 

6e 

13,803  -22 

414 

301,927-41 

9 

13,685  -86 

258 

363,204  -86 

•■> 

25 

39,658-60 

s 

2,753-79 

13 
3 
5 

19,122-52 
7,049-43 
2,028-60 

8 

MM -49 

3 
2 

3,454-49 
4,474-55 

•  ) 

2 

1,578-15 

4 

5,404-84 

1 

799  -72 

1 

799  -72 

•81 

84 

50,74S-9S 

831 

960,115-54 

Cleared. 


197,486-54 

288,592-68 

351,462 -06 

39,658-60 

16,368-73 

7,049  -43 

2,028  -60 

4,474  -55 
8,8^6  '69 


910,946  -88 


BaUlng. 


Number  of 
Vesselj. 


Tons. 


Total. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


10 
57 
U 


14,733-49 
13,315-66 
17,121-59 

2,753*79 


8,454-49 


1,578-15 
799  -72 


87 


103 

416 

261 

26 

13 

8 

6 

3 

2 

4 

1 


Tons. 


212,219-03 

801,908-33 

368,683-65 

39,658-60 

19,122-52 

7,049  -43 

2,028  -60 

3,454-49 

4,474  -55 

5,404-84 

799-72 


964,703-76 
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Annex  VII. — Eeturn  of  ail  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Saniarang 
in  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Steam. 

Saili 

ng. 
Tons. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vosseli.     ! 

Tons. 

Namber  of 
Vessels. 

Number  of         n,^„. 
Vessels.           ^^"*- 

British         

Netherlands-Indian 

Dutch           

Norwegian 

Italian         

German       

French         

Swedish       

Japanese     

Aostro- Hungarian . .. 

225 
161        , 

!"  ■ 

28 
18 

"2 
2 

318,064 

146,606 

858,885 

8,668 

40V495 
14,838 

4;853 
4,446 

9 

***7 
6 
6 

"8 

14,606 

I0,6i2 

5,873 

6,078 

988 

2,889 

234              832,670 

161              146.606 

178             869,447 

12               14,086 

5                 6,078 

24               41,483 

18                14,833 

3                 2.83» 

2                 4,b53 

2                  4,446 

Total       

„   for  the  year 
preceding      ... 

603 

'          ...          1 
i                       1 

896,795 

81 

39,496 

634             986,291 
616              840,826 

Cleared. 


SteMD. 

Sailing. 

To 

^1. 

Nationality. 

, 

tromber  of 
VeMelB. 

Tom. 
317,297 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tods. 

British         

224 

9 

14,606 

233 

831,903 

Netherlands-Indian 

161 

146,606 

... 

... 

161 

146,606 

Dutch          

169 

354,8;j6 

ft 

7,769 

174 

862,695 

Norwegian 

6 

8,663 

c 

5,873 

12 

14,036 

Italian         

4 

4,223 

4 

4,228 

German       

23 

40,495 

1 

988 

24 

41,488 

French         

12 

13,692 

12 

18,692 

Swedish       

3 

2,889 

8 

2,889 

Japane.Hc     

1             2 

4,853 

... 

2 

4,853 

Aufitro-Hungarian... 

1              2 

4.446 

... 

2 

4,446 

Total      

599 

8I>0,888 

28 

85,788 

627 

926,676 

„   for  the  year 

preceding      ... 

... 

... 

... 

609 

832,685 
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Annex  VIII, — Rktukn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Sourabaya 
in  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Nationality. 


Dutcb         

Netherlands-Indian 

Briciah        

Qennan      

Norwegian 

Japanese     

Sarawak     

ItaUan 
▲ustro-Hungarian 

Danish        

Swedish      

ToUl      


Total. 


Ton*. 


212,990  -52 

801,927-41 

863,-204-86 

39,668-60 

19,122-52 

7,049-48 

2,028-60 

3,454-49 

4,474-66 

5,404-84 

799-72 


960,115-54 


Cleared. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Nomberof 

Veesela. 

T«na. 

Nunber  of        »,,». 
Vessels.          ^"»■• 

Nnmberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Dutch         

Netherlandfl-Indlan 

British        

German 
Norwegian 

Japanese     

Sarawak      

Italian         

Anstro-Hongaiian 

Danish        

Swedish      

98 

859 

250 

26 

10 

8 

'"2 
2 
... 

197,486*54 

288,592-68 

851,462  06 

89,658-60 

16,368-78 

7,049  -43 

2,028*60 

4,474-65 
8,826-69 

10  14,783*49 
67             18,315-65 

11  17,121 -69 

■■8              2,753-79 

"3               8,464-49 

"'2               1,578-15 
1                  799-72 

108 
416 
261 
26 
18 

212,219*08 

301,908-88 

368,688-66 

89,668-60 

19,122-52 

7,049-43 

2,028-60 

8,454-49 

4,474-56 

6,404-84 

799-72 

Total      

749 

910,946-88 

87        1     58,756*88 

886 

964,703*76 
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00 

a 
o 

S 
I 


a 
© 

CO 

£ 

a, 


c8 
(X> 


I 

a 


c8 

o 

00 

'© 

s 

O 
525 


02 


>^ 


X 

d 

a 


(!! 


i 

1 

00 

3  IS  ii   ,S3; 

2,089 

60,760 
14.877 

11,386 
1,214 

1 

1 

• 

i 

§ 

« 

o 

i" 

8,991 

23,687 
6,401 

10.362 

9,913 
3,707 

4,000 

48,914 
3,622 

4,947 

2,604 

11*953 
1,373 

■flli'j' 

i 

§ 

2,044 

48,162 
4,121 

8,748 

1,371 

10,871 
6,863 

i 

i 

g 

1 

3 

6,123 

89,691 
3,100 

4,189 

li*217 
1,318 

1,936 

60,617 
669 

8,881 

2,304 

21,823 
2,037 

17,109 

6,*608 
3,262 

i 

1 

Of  which  to- 
Holland 

Chnnnol.  Azorea,  or  Parba- 
dncB,  f.o.,  and  Eng!und     ... 

Other  ports  In  Europe 

Unitod  States  of  America 
and  Canada  

Valparaiso  and  West  Coast 
of  America 

Calcutta 

Delagoa  Bay  and  Durban     ... 

Australia          

P 


•suox 

p9I9%9\n9U 

1 

00 

s 

••aox 
pai»iti»»a 

27,184  1     29 

24,641       26 

733  1       1 

6,066  ;      8 

1,178       ... 

1,188         1 

12,808  ,      8 

340 
8,031  i      6 
1.172  1       1 

•I«loi 

gjg-.«^C2-ao- 

00 

••OOT 
pM»)S|i»H 

20.998 
29,818 

7,120 
2,249 
2,221 
9,466 
1,209 
9,936 

s 

'moi 

2SJ   :-«-2-2    : 

••nox 
pM9l«}JBaH 

•WOX 

22    «ror-ror   -»-  • 

i 

••aox 
pai99fl|a9H 

24.321 

22,937 

700 

8,162 

lV264 

7,066 

1,828 

11,048 

•0 

ruox 

e»«^ao    :«^OMe»    : 

S 

•uox 

o 

t 

■l»loi 

«D  g^ ^  t* fl« CI h-   jeo-^ 

3 

pw0»ipf»H 

1 

•I»lox 

-2   :•«-   :£!   :*   : 

s 

s 

•tnox 

•mox 

SS   :'-   !•"«   :*   : 

R 

•toox 

1 

•I»JOX 

»-«-.«    rM-^cio-M 

<a 

•suo.L 
pdjajBiiaa 

1 

•n»ioi 

2—    •■*    :c^^-"*    : 

$ 

1 

:??••?::    -S 

Dutch     ... 
British    ... 
JLmerican 
German... 
French  ... 
Swedish  ... 
Norwegian 
Danish  ... 
Italian    ... 
Austro-Hungar 

H 

M[;' 
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S 
1 

■l 

.a 


s 

I 

P-I 

I 


1 

OS 

O 


CQ 


i 

1 

II  Mil  1  III  n, 

1 

1 

|ll||P|||||n| 

i 

i 

1 
f 

i 

8-ss;  -sf  •  •«  'sf-'s--^  •- 

i 

8 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

i 

1 

i 

s 

i 

1 

•  :  •  :  l.i  i  !  :  :  :  ;  :  :  : 

i|s|  i  •«  •  :l  !  i  !  if 

l??i|lli:%g:i 

o 

n 


§IS  .§  .1  .  .  . 

285  =s  •-«■■ '  • 

1 

3 

••nox 

poMwaea 

•WOi 

SgS   :«   :^e.   :   j 

i 

•wox 
pwaisia^aa 

•8U0X 
P0J91«}£9H 

96     '  163,638 
111       168,652 
8         10,418 
2          4,431 
6    ,      8,568 
1           1,890 

1     '      1,012 

s 

i^8 .1 J  .§ . 

g-g-.-  :^  :--  :rf  : 

1 

•9 

rnox 

•wiox 

po»»n8aa 
Tnox 

g  =  2  :2  :-  :"  • 

2 

III  J  .  .   .1  . 

8S2   ■'^  :  :  :^  : 

2 

•taox 

«««    .to  ■*    .    .    .    . 

^^o   :2^"  :  :   :   : 

•mox 

•miox 

pwwfiaaa 

SS*^   :'-«:::: 

o 

C4 

!i 

•rooi 

SgS   :•-:::-: 

s 

poi998i8aH 

180,173 
172,583 
16,913 

6,028' 
877,683 

•rwoi 

S82   -^    :   :   :-   : 

i 

•iuox 
pai998plaH 

III  :•!  1^  .:  ^  •: 

23^    -. 

1 

•moxjggS   :*«   :--::: 

i 

•iUox 
paio)ffpfs»a 

i' 

1 

Dutch 90 

British 178 

German 31 

Italian 

Norwegian       |      9 

French 

Japanese          2 

Siamese ... 

AustroHungarian     ,      4 

Danish '      2 

2 

: 

: 

(590) 
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Total  Tonnage  of  Sailing  Vessels  and  Steamers  Chartered  during 
the  last  10  Years. 


Year. 


Registered  Tons. 


1899 
1898 
1897 
1896 
1895 
1894 
1893 
1892 
1891 
1890 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Tota.. 

52,533 

626,138 

678,671 

69,450 

486,268 

555,718 

95,516 

377,683 

473,199 

73,965 

440,982 

514,947 

lOBJlO 

391,354 

498.064 

77,313 

351,715 

429,028 

62,061v 

376,888 

438,049 

83,016 

348,594 

431,610 

81,741 

405,869 

487,610 

83,881 

243,688 

327,669 

NOTK- — The  Queensland  Royal  Mail  steameps,  which  take  a  few  hundred  tons 
of  cargo  at  Java,  down  to  Austpalia  and  back  to  London,  are  not  iacluded  in  these 
statistics. 


Annex  X. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Java 


and  Madura  during  the  Years  1896-99. 

Quantity. 

TonB 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

Sugar  (aU  kinds) 

600,800 

606,237 

672,680 

796,824 

Coffee- 

Private 

„ 

36,039 

26,400 

19,471 

85,968 

GoFcmmont 

ti           ••• 

9,887 

28,880 

10,356 

8,938 

Rice          

29,697 

18,236 

36,211 

43,265 

Arrack     

Gallons    ... 

601,107 

499,016 

404,477 

430,274 

RatiKns 

Tons 

9S6 

941 

496 

857 

Hi<lL's       

Pieces      ... 

434,863 

435,290 

504.058 

4Q9,708 

Nutmegs... 

Lbi. 

101,346 

81,600 

182.7»4 

241,400 

Tobacco  

ti           ••• 

22,702,967 

80,223,416 

49,853,656 

53,417,672 

Indigo      

„           ... 

2.206,081 

2,107,921 

2,656,138 

1,784,558 

Gum  Damar      

Cwt«.       ... 

28,876 

28,827 

81,379 

86,137 

Kapok      

Packaffes ... 

38,686 

34,251 

61,919 

51,682 

Indiarubber 

Lbs. 

46,625 

59,840 

67,728 

78,880 

Tea          

Tin- 
Private 

»»          •" 

9,668,782 

11,218,559 

12,110,724 

12,841,702 

Tons 

4,826 

6,486 

6,194 

6.248 

Govemment   ... 

f»          ••• 

6,707 

8,137 

8.934 

11,869 

Cinchona  bark — 

Private 

Lbs. 

9,449,865 

7,901,602 

11,273,877 

11.698,871 

Govemment 

II          ••* 

631.177 

697,224 

849,433 

715,581 

Guttapercha      

„          ■•• 

8,100 

3,128 

25,704 

146.744 

Maee        

16,876 

12,462 

87,176 

88,048 

Pepper     ... 

10,674,375 

12,409,184 

8,686,864 

18,840,272 

Coprah 

Tons 

19,122 

5,541 

2.467 

45,381 

Cocoa      •• 

Lbs. 

1,784,875 

1,920,184 

2,078,592 

2,116.976 

Tapioca 

Tons 

3,902 

989 

3,783 

8,120 

! 
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Annex  XL  — Eetubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Java 
(including  Madura)  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 

189H. 

1899. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coiton  goods,  anbleached— 

1 

£ 

£ 

Holland 

... 

290,626 

264,691 

United  Kingdom          

269,268 

... 

288,848 

Other  countries 

... 

... 

1 1.886 

12,661 

Cotton  goods,  bleached— 

Holland 

... 

788,770 

... 

616,124 

United  Kingdom          

326,698 

... 

396,729 

Other  countries 

,,, 

38,870 

26,381 

Cotton     goods,     printed     and 

coloured- 

Holland          

... 

838,159 

364,821 

United  Kingdom       

... 

... 

896,404 

414,810 

Other  countries        

... 

102,898 

117,688 

Woollen  goods^ 

Holland 

... 

70,066 

... 

91,854 

United  Kingdom           

... 

... 

20,261 

... 

17,661 

Other  countrieD 

... 

... 

27,811 

... 

26,498 

Haberdashery  and  mercery 

168,008 

... 

181,848 

Provisions 

... 

878,792 

896.731 

... 

... 

21,866 

•«• 

17,207 

Earthenware         

116,689 

... 

187,886 

Glass  and  glassware        

... 

... 

69.696 

61,081 

Gunny  bags          

85,614 

60,372 

Iron  and  steel       

... 

68,467 

... 

61,169 

Nails 

... 

19,828 

26,167 

Paint  and  paint  oils         

... 

88,778 

... 

89,618 

Soap 

... 

16,888 

... 

22,861 

Tar 

2,786 

... 

8,882 

Zinc 

8,716 

6,826 

Sundries      

... 

1.696,748 

... 

1,894,126 

Fish- 

Dried  and  salted          

Lbs. 

68,707,634 

76,773,889 

... 

Unenumerated 

23,801 

... 

24,868 

Butter         

Lbs.   '      ... 

2,258,947 

2,128,188 

... 

Flour 

»»           ••• 

16,790.140 

20,187,017 

Rice 

Tons 

65,666 

... 

62,426 

Coals- 

United  Kingdom          

„           ... 

41,5&3 

66,346 

Australia 

66.21^ 

62,884 

Other  countries 

I 

1,662 

8,866 

Petroleum 

Gsllons    ... 

16,144,942 

13,268,419 

Brandy        

ff 

60,450 

48,771 

Gin 

„         ... 

286,837 

262.488 

... 

Wines          

249,698 

232,866 

Beer 

II 

240,013 

222,866 

Liquors,  spirits     

»» 

16,891 

16,146 

Champagne 

Bottles     ... 

78,666 

60,628 

Mineral  waters       

988,668 

911,684 

Matches       

Grots      of 

boxes     ... 

2,779,887 

... 

1,628,883 

... 
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Jteport  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Norway  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mk.  Consul-General  Dundas. 

(Keceiyed  at  the  Foreign  OfEIce,  June  12, 1900.) 

The  past  year  has  been  fairly  prosperous,  especially  in  the  Q«^«™|^^ 
southern  and  western  parts  of  Norway ;  but  the  same  cannot  be  trade  in  1899. 
said  of  those  parts  which  are  dependent  upon  the  fisheries  for 
their  trade,  and  as  the  catch  has  not  been  good — indeed,  unusually 
poor — the  prosperity  of  those  districts  has  suffered  accordingly. 
As  regards  industries,  the  timber  and  ice  export  trade,  during  the 
year,  was  an  average  good  one.  The  conditions  for  shipping  have 
been  favourable,  and  good  profits  have  been  realised.  Taken  as  a 
whole,  the  economical  capabilities  of  Norway  are  characterised  as 
having  suffered  no  diminution,  notwithstanding  the  increase,  due 
to  public  and  private  loans,  of  the  National  Debt. 

The  progress  of  the  city  of  Christiania  itself,  owing  to  its 
position  as  the  financial  centre  and  leading  money  market,  and 
owning  a  considerable  number  of  industrial  works  and  business 
undertakings  throughout  Norway,  is  particularly  dependent  upon 
the  Norwegian  industries  and  manufactures  as  a  whole;  and, 
therefore,  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  Christiania  has  a 
considerable  interest  in. the  growth  of  Norwegian  capital.  But 
throughout  the  year  the  money  market  at  Christiania  has  been 
very  tight;  and  partly  from  this  cause,  and  from  over- speculation 
in  property,  building,  and  share-dealings — foreshadowed  in  my 
report  for  1898  -  the  city  has  passed  through  a  financial  crisis,  the 
effects  of  which  have  been  felt  beyond  the  capital  itself. 

The  population  of  Christiania  increases  each  year  by  leaps  and 
bounds,  owing  to  the  continued  immigration  into  the  city  of  the 
population  of  the  ruml  districts  and  small  towns.  But  notwith- 
standing the  damper  on  speculation  imposed  during  the  latter  half 
of  1899  by  the  financial  difficulties,  it  would  appear,  from  the 
following  table,  which  gives  the  estimated  property  and  income 
values  for  the  last  two  years,  and  the  municipal  tax  based  thereon, 
that  the  economical  growth  has  gone  hand  in  hand  with  the 
increase  in  population : — 
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Tear. 

Valne. 

Property. 

Income!. 

Manieipal  Tax. 

1899  .. 

1898 

£ 
2^  364,900 
20,097,286 

£ 
5,291.099 
4,526,868 

£ 

265,494 
288786 

While  the  actual  increase  of  property  has  thus  continued  at 
about  the  same  rate  one  year  with  another,  incomes  have  risen 
much  more  in  1899.  The  increase  per  cent,  is  shown  in  the  next 
table:-- 


Year. 

Pereentage. 

Property. 

Incomea. 

Mnnieipal  Tax. 

1899 

1898 

14*22 
17*21 

16*58 
11*46 

10  98 
18*24 

The  foregoing  figures  demonstrate  clearly  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  city.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  observed 
that  the  increase  of  capital  is  in  no  small  degree  due  to  the  con- 
siderable rise  in  value  of  old  properties  as  the  city  has  grown. 

The  sum  voted  for  the  municipal  expenses  of  Christiania  for 
1900  amounted  to  664,835/.,  while  its  debt  amounted  on  January  1, 
1900,  to  1,796,703/. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Norway  during  the  year  1899  has,  accord- 
ing to  the  estimated  values  given  below,  been  greater  than  in  any 
preWous  year : — 


Value. 


Year« 

Importa. 

Exportfl. 

1899 

1898          

1897          

£ 

16,528,886 
16,894,429 
14,670,055 

£ 
8,292,588 
8,489,319 
9,266,027 

While  the  figures  given  for  1897  and  1898  include  the  total 
exportation,  those  for  1899  alone  include  Norwegian  goods 
exported,  and  Swedish  timber,  wood-pulp,  and  cellulose.  The 
exportation  of  remaining  foreign  goods  amounted  to  about 
270,000^.  No  separate  statistics  for  Christiania  for  last  year  are 
as  yet  available. 

While  the  value  of  the  importation  in  1899,  according  to  the 
above  tables,  thus  shows  a  considerable  increase,  the  total  exporta- 
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tion  appears  to  have  lallen-off  to  the  probable  amount  of  neaily 
200,000/.  The  goods,  which  have  most  contributed  to  this  decrease, 
are  ice  and  timber ;  fish,  notwithstanding  the  deficiency  in  numbers, 
realised  nearly  the  same  as  in  1898,  while  the  loss  in  the  exporta- 
tion of  fat  herrings  is  largely  made  up  for  by  the  value  of  other 
kinds  of  herrings  exported. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  the  strides  made  by  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Germany  in  Norway's  foreign  trade.  In  1897  the 
total  value  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  Norway  was 
7,304,802/.,  while  that  of  Germany  was  5,124,550/.  lu  1898  the 
former  rose  to  8,095,258/.,  and  the  latter  to  5,787,747/.  Looking 
at  it  from  a  comparative  point  of  view,  it  will  be  seen  that  British 
trade  has  increased  more  than  Grerman  trade.  For  from  1881  to 
1885  the  United  Kingdom's  share  of  the  total  foreign  ti'ade  of 
Norway  was  29*2  per  cent.,  while  Germany  stood  at  22*4  per 
cent.  In  1895  the  United  Kingdom  had  advanced  to  33*52  per 
cent.,  and  Germany  to  2397  per  cent.  From  1885  onwards  to 
1897  inclusive  both  countries  seem  to  have  remained  nearly 
stationary.  Looking  at  detailed  tables  of  importation  and  exporta- 
tion, it  is  apparent  that  the  United  Kingdom's  preponderance  lies 
in  the  export  trade,  for  in  the  importation  Germany  has  a  slight 
advantage.  Another  feature  of  the  German  importation  trade  is 
that  it  is  more  evenly  distributed  over  all  articles. 

The  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Christiania  amounted  in 
1898 — there  are  as  yet  no  figures  for  1899 — to :  importation,. 
7,987,637/. ;  exportation,  1,579,565/. ;  which  reveals  a  considerable 
decline  in  exportation  compared  with  the  year  1897.  It  is  not 
expected  that  1899  will  show  any  improvement  in  the  export 
trade,  which  has  made  little  or  no  progress  compared  with 
10  years'  ago.  But  the  importation  has  nearly  doubled  itself 
during  the  same  period;  in  1888  the  value  amounted  to 
4,384.015/,  while  in  1898  it  had  reached  7,987,637/.,  and  formed 
over  half  the  total  importation  of  Norway. 

Customs  receipts  liave  not  risen  much  last  year,  as  was  the 
case  in  1898,  which  received  an  impetus  from  the  operation  of  the 
new  tariff.     Some  advance  is,  however,  noticeable  as  follows: — 


Value. 


Year. 


1899 
1898 


The  Whole 
Kingdom. 


ChriBtiaiii&. 


£  £ 

2,072,782  1,167,918 

1,924,405  1,160,780 


Towards  the  close  of  the  year  the  receipts  showed  a  consider- 
able tendency  to  decline. 

The  following  facts  may  be  taken  as  indicative  of  the  direction 
and  extent  of  developments  last  year  in  various  branches  of 
communication.  Separate  details,  embracing  all  undertakings,  as 
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Shipping. 
AnnezM  A 
and  B. 


■n 


if 


before  stated,  are  not  available  for  Christiania;  but  from  data 
relating  to  the  whole  kingdom,  such  as  the  substantial  increase 
in  the  receipts  of  the  ditt'erent  railways,  the  conversion  of  the 
Iiorse-trams  into  electric-trams  in  the  city  of  Christiania,  and 
t  !ie  extension  of  these  lines  of  communication,  as  well  as  of  the 
telephone  lines,  the  increase  in  postal  receipts,  the  high  rate  of 
v/ages,  and  such  like,  one  may  draw  sufficiently  trustworthy 
conclusions  as  to  the  reality  of  the  progress  in  Christiania  and 
other  parts  of  Norway. 

The  Norwegian  mercantile  marine  consisted,  at  the  close  of 
the  year  1898,  of  1,068  steamships,  aggregating  4:^7,670  tons,  and 
c,981  sailing  vessels,  totalling  1,120,808  tons.  Computing  one 
steamship  ton  as  equivalent  to  3'6  sailing  ship  tons,  these  tigui-ea 
represent  an  increase  for  that  year  of  64  steamships  and  54,450 
tons,  and  a  decrease  of  162  sailing  ships  and  48,271  tons,  with  a 
total  estimated  tonnage  increase  of  about  148,000  tons. 

The  same  tendencies  have  been  noticeable  in  the  year  1899 — 
increase  in  the  tonnage  of  steam,  and  decrease  in  that  of  sailing 
ships.  This  decrease,  however,  applies  only  to  wooden  sailing 
vessels,  of  which  several  have  been  sold  to  the  Swedes.  A  com- 
p-aratively  large  number  of  iron  sailing  ships  have  been  purchased 
from  abroad,  but  few  sold. 

The  Norwegian  shipbuilding  yards  have  l)een  fully  occupied 
all  the  year,  chiefly  on  vessels  from  800  up  to  2,000  tons  dead- 
weight. Complete  tables  of  the  number  of  ships,  built  during 
the  year,  are  not  yet  to  be  had ;  hut  from  outside  sources  the 
number  is  stated  to  be  32  steamships,  with  a  total  of  27,085  tons 
gross,  and  two  sailing  vessels  with  768  tons  gross.  Of  these,  four 
steamsliips  are  said  to  have  been  built  at  Christiania,  but  this 
number  would  appear  to  be  incorrect,  as  will  be  seen  under  the 
heading  of  industries;  16  at  Bergen,  Stavanger,  or  Trondlijem ; 
12  at  Fredrikstad,  Sandefjord.  Porsgrund,  while  15  steamships  are 
returned  as  having  been  built  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  Nor- 
wegian owners  in  1899. 

On  December,  31,  1899,  there  Were  under  construction  in  all 
Norway,  49  steamships,  aggregating  35,550  tons,  10  of  which  were 
wooden,  of  about  5,670  tons,  the  rest  of  steel,  and  four  sailing 
ships,  470  tims  net. 

The  meicantile  marine  belonging  to  the  port  of  Christiania 
numbeied,  on  January  1,  1899,  344  ships  with  a  totid  of 
194,022  tons.  Of  this  number  168  were  steamships  (76,647  tons), 
and  176  sailing  ships  (117,375  tons).  Of  the  former  clab3  12, 
and  of  the  latter  141,  were  wooden  vessels.  Compared  with  1898 
these  figures  show  a  small  decrease  both  in  numbers  and  tonnage, 
but  almost  wholly  in  the  sailing  ship  class. 

According  to  statistics  compiled  by  the  Christiania  custom- 
house, the  following  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  merchant 
l^eet,  comprised  within  the  district  of  the  Christiania  custom-house, 
during  the  year  1899 : — 

A.  Increase, — Acquired  by  puchase  abroad,  or  in  the  country, 
or  new  built,  22  steamships,  12,526  tons ;  13  sailing  ships,  6,475 
tons. 
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B.  Decrease, — Sold,  lost,  or  converted  into  lighters,  17  steam- 
ships, 8,276  tons ;  39  sailing  ships,  20,953  tons. 

These  figures  give  a  result  of  an  addition  to  the  fleet  of  the 
Christiania  customs  district  of  five  steamships,  with  a  total  of 
4,250  tons,  and  a  decrease  of  sailing  ships  by  26  and  14,478  tons. 
According  to  the  above-mentioned  statistics  the  mercantile  flcjet 
belonging  to  the  Christiania  customs  district  consisted  on  Decem- 
ber 31,  1899,  of  185  steamships,  90,254  tons;  213  sailing  ships, 
109,763  tons. 

As  noted  in  my  Eeport  for  1898,  Bei'gen  is  the  most  im- 
portant ship-owning  centre  in  Norway,  though  ^s  total  normal 
tonnage  is  much  less  than  that  of  Christiatiia.  But  the  mercantile 
.  fleet  of  Bergen  is  much  more  up-to-date.  On  January  I,  1899,  its 
steamship  tonnage  formed  95  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  more  than 
double  the  steamship  tonnage  of  Christiania,  which  only  comes  to 
40  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  consequently  the  calculated  effective 
tonnage  of  Bergen  is  proportionately  considerably  larger,  the 
average  tonnage  of  its  steamships  being  645  tons  to  456  tons  in 
Christiania.  Its  total  steamship  tonnage  is  173,000  registered 
tons.  Next  in  importance  as  Norwegian  ship-owning  ports  come 
Tonsberg  and  Stavanger,  with  a  respective  estimated  tonnage  of 
223,695  and  162,223  tons. 

The  shipping  between  Christiania  and  foreign  countries  has  Stea  nahips 
been  steadily  rising  in  numbers  and  tonnage  during  the  last  three  J^'^^^ort'of "*^ 
years.      In   1899,    1,643    steamships,   aggregating  811,463   tons  ohristUnb  in 
entered,  and  1,453,  aggregating  748,112  tons,  cleared  from  the  1899. 
port  of  Christiania,  against  1,560  and  763,568  tons,  and  1,409 
and  717,191  tons  in  1898,  which  year  also  showed  an  advance 
over  1897.  , 

Of  sailing  ships  979,  totalling  162,533  tons,  entered,  and  612, 
with  a  total  of  111,942  tons,  cleared  the  port,  compared  with  . 
962  and  194,891  tons,  and  691  and  130,343  tons  in  1898.  From 
these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that,  while  there  was  an  increase  of 
17  ships  in  1899,  there  was  a  decrease  of  upwards  of  32,000  tons. 
The  foregoing  figures  do  not  include  such  vessels  as  entered  in 
ballast  from  Norwegian  ports  to  load  for  abroad,  nor  vessels  bound 
for  abroad,  which  cleared  at  Christiania  to  load  at  another  Nor- 
wegian port. 

Taking,  however,  the  total  number  and  tonnage  of  the  ship- 
ping, which  entered  and  cleared  in  1899,  it  will  be  found  that, 
notwithstanding  the  decline  in  the  tonnage  of  the  sailing  ships, 
there  was  an  important  rise,  and  for  the  first  time  both  entrances 
and  clearances  has  exceeded  the  million  in  tons  in  the  foreign 
trade : — 
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Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nnmber  of 
Veneli. 

1,681 
1,029 

Ton*. 

Kamber  of 
YeoeU. 

1,707 
1,068 

2,775 
2,663 

Tom. 

Steam 

SftUing 

828,118 
177,628 

897,968 
221,010 

Total     .. 
„      1898       .. 

2,710 
2,641 

1,000,741 
996,682 

1,118968 
1,050,31 -» 

Freights. 


Britifh 
■hipping. 


Among  the  annexes  will  be  found  a  table,  showing  the  nuniljer 
and  nationality  of  the  vesnels,  engaged  in  the  direct  carrying 
trade  to  foreign  countries,  which  entered  and  cleared  the  port  of 
Christiania  in  1899. 

The  customs  receipts  at  Christiania  during  the  year  amounted 
to  1,204,593/.,  under  the  following  heads : — 


Import  daties 

Loading,  light^  and  other  duei 


ToUl 


Amount. 


£ 
1,166,670 
87,923 


1,204,598 


being  53,258/.  more  than  i»  1898. 

Freights  were  on  the  whole  very  good  throughout  the  year, 
high  rates  being  the  rule,  and  in  some  cases  reaching  a  very 
remunerative  point.  Only  a  very  few  were  lower  than  in  1898. 
The  war  in  South  Africa  is  stated  to  have  contributed  to 
maintain  high  rates  on  account  of  the  large  amount  of  tonnage — 
estimated  at  about  1,200,000  tons — thereby  withdrawn  for  trans- 
port purposes  from  the  ordinary  routes.  The  best  freights  have 
been  the  River  Plate  trade,  while  grain  freights  from  the  Black 
Sea  and  Danube  have  been  of  less  importance,  owing  to  deficient 
harvests.  Altogether,  Norwegian  shipowners  have  had  good 
returns  last  year.  Larger  steamships— some  of  which  have 
been  engaged  on  "  tiiiie  charter "  to  America — have  done  best, 
and  some  sailing  ships  excellently  well.  Against  this  must  be 
set-ofT  increased  costs- -especially  in  the  price  of  coal  and  higher 
wages. 

During  the  year  164  British  vessels  entered  and  165  cleared 
from  the  port  of  Christiania,  being  an  increase  on  the  preceding 
year.  Of  these,  12  were  sailing  vessels,  totalling  948  tons  register ; 
and  18  ships  amved  with  grain — 14  from  the  Black  Sea  and 
Danube  provinces,  and  four  from  America.  Compared  with  1898, 
the  number  of  British  vessels  employed  in  the  indirect  carrying 
trade  with  foreign  countries  fell  off  considerably. 

Of  the  shipping  of  other  nations,  it  is  noticeable  that  there 
was  a  falling-off   in   all  nationalities   trading    with   Christiania, 
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except  in  British  and  Danish.  With  regard  to  Norwegian 
and  Swedish,  this  would  point  to  their  being  employed  else- 
where rather  than  to  ships  being  out  of  employment,  or  any 
important  numerical  decrease,  because,  as  freights  are  reported 
to  have  been  very  good  and  good  profits  earned,  several  vessels 
would  most  likely  be  reaping  a  harvest  in  otlier  quarters  of 
the  globe. 

As   has  already  been   observed,   Norway  buys   nearly  double  Importation 
what  she  sells ;  and  while  the  buying  increases,  the  sales  in  the  exportaUon 
shape  of  exportation,  if  not  actually  decreasing,  remain  much  about  ^  ^ex  s  C  * 
the  same.     The   abolition  of  freedom  of  trade  between  Norway  and  D. 
and   Sweden   has   not   been  an    unmixed   benefit,   for,   as   Vice- 
Consul  Frpnklin  remarks,  "a   certain  danger  exists   in  the   pos- 
sibility of  an  over-production  of  certain  articles,  which   cannot 
be  sold  to  Sweden  as  formerly,  and  the  said  productions  do  not 
find  a  profitable  market  in   other  countries."     As  reports  from 
most  parts  of  the  country  agree  that  trade  was  good  and  pros- 
perous last  year,  it   is  to  be   presumed   that   the  prices   in   the 
export  trade  were  to   the  advantage  of   the   exporter.     But  the 
estimated   value  of   the   quantity  of   goods   exported  fell   off'  to 
the  extent  of  close  upon  200,000/.  compared  with  the  year  1898. 

The  bulk  of  the  goods  imported  into  Christiania  come  from, 
or  via  Germany,  or  from,  or  via  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  greater  part  of  the  cereals,  however,  come  from  Russian 
or  Eoumanian  ports  on  tlie  Black  Sea  and  Enssian  Baltic  ports. 
Denmark  also  has  an  important  share  in  the  grain  trade. 

The  principal  imports  from  Sweden — which  forms  more  Uian 
half  of  the  values  both  of  the  importation  and  exportation — chiefly 
goods  in  transit — consist  of  various  wooden  goods,  in  the  rough 
or  finished,  iron  and  hardware,  meat,  and  textiles;  but  trade 
with  Sweden  has  diminished  for  the  reason  given  above. 

Groceries  come  from  Holland  and  Belgium.  Wines  and  spirits 
principally  from  France,  Germany,  Spain,  and  Portugal  in  lesser 
degree ;  and  the  first-named  also  supplies  a  certain  quantity  of 
sugar  and  coffee. 

Rather  more  than  half  the  total  importation  of  Norway,  and 
about  one-fourth  of  her  exportation  is  carried  on  through 
Christiania,  her  share  to-day  in  the  total  commercial  transactions 
of  the  country  being  51*9  per  cent,  of  the  imports  and  18  per  cent, 
of  the  exports. 

The  most  conspicuous  falling-off  in  the  articles  of  Norwegian 
exportation  in  1899  is  apparent  in  apatite  and  copper  ore  to  the 
extent  of  11,845  and  6,292  tons  respectively. 

Among  the  articles  of  importation,  those  which  contributed 
most  to  the  increase  in  1899  were  coal,  barley,  and  salt. 

Since  the  termination  of  the  Inter-State  Customs  Convention 
between  Norway  and  Sweden,  Norway  has  continued  to  import 
woollen  goods  extensively.  In  1898  the  total  importation  of 
woollen  goods  amounted  to  1,415  tons,  of  which  Sweden  furnished 
46  tons ;  and  the  proportion  for  1899  is  probably  unaltered,  thus 
showing  that,  in  spite  of  the  duty,  which  varies  from  6  ore  to 
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4  kr.  per  kilo.,  according  to  the  class  of  goods,  Swedish  factories 
can  compete  with  those  in  Norway.  The  explanation  is  said  to  be 
the  cheaper  working  expenses  of  the  former.  In  the  first  11  months 
of  1899,  the  quantity  of  woollen  goods  imported  into  Norway 
had  reached  1,366  tons,  valued  at  769,230/.;  but  where  this 
importation  came  from  there  is  as  yet  no  information  to  draw 
upon. 

The  importation  of  woollen,  and  especially  combing  yarn,  has 
assumed  larger  proportions  since  the  Norwegians  have  gone  in 
for  manufacturing   all-wool  stuffs  and  clothes.     During  the  first 

11  months  of  the  past  year,  1,281  tons  of  these  yarns  were 
imported. 

The  bulk  of  the  finer  sorts  of  paper  used  in  Norway  con- 
tinues to  be  imported  chiefly  from  Germany,  but  also,  to  a  fair 
amount,  from  Holland  and  Belgium. 

In  1899  48,151  tons  of  raw  metals  were  imported  into 
Christiania  for  engineering  works,  besides  the  ready-made  machi- 
nery imported  into  the  Kingdom,  amounting  to  a  very  large  value. 
Tlie  bulk  of  the  raw  article  came  from  the  United  Kingdom ;  and 
machinery,  consisting  of  locomotives,  agricultural  implements, 
sewing  machines,  &c.,  to  tlie  value  of  392,665/.,  was  imported  into 
Christiania  in  1899.  The  total  value  of  manufactured  metal 
goods  imported  into  Christiania  in  1898  was  1,868,132/.  In  locomo- 
tives, motors,  and  other  machinery,  and  parts  of  machinery,  Ger- 
many sent  the  largest  quantity,  the  United  Kingdom  coming 
next. 

The  importation  of  brandy  and  spirits  into  Norway  increased 
considerably  in  1899,  while  that  of  wine  decreased  to  an  even 
greater  extent.  Of  the  former  articles  1,233  tons  were  imported 
compared  with  1,063  tons  in  1898 ;  and  of  the  latter  4,583  tons 
compared  with  5,352  tons  in  1898.  Of  these  quantities  a  good 
deal  more  than  half  came  to  Christiania.  Judging  by  the  values 
quoted,  the  greater  portion  of  the  spirits  was  suppli(»d  by  France, 
the  United  Kingdom  coming  next  in  importance,  but  in  a  far 
inferior  degree ;  while  Germany,  Spain,  France,  and  Portugal  take 
the  lead  in  wines,  nearly  all  in  equal  degree. 

In  the  tables  annexed  (Ani^.ex  0.)  will  be  found"  the  total  value 
of  each  group  of  25  articles  imported  from  the  principal  foreign 
countries,  which  will  serve  to  show,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
share  each  country  has  in  the  importation  of  foreign  goods  into 
Norway. 

Before  quitting  the  subject  of  importation,  it  may  be  well  to 
mention,  that  the  importation  of  coal  from  Great  Britain  is  con- 
continually   increasing,   and    tliat   there   appear   to    be  signs   of 
an  increasing  demand  for  British  cotton  goods. 
AHicieri  of  The  timber  trade  seems  to  have  been  good  in  some  districts,  but 

Timbef  ^*'"*  not  all  that  could  be  wished  hi  othei-s.  In  Fredrikshald  the  export 
was  very  large,  but  exporters  failed  to  reap  much  benefit,  owing  to 
prices  being  low.  In  Fredrikstad,  where  it  is  the  chief  article  of 
exportation,  there  appears  to  have  been,  taking  all  soits  together, 
a  decided  falling-off'  in  the  quantity  exported  compared  with  the 
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two  previous  years.  On  the  whole,  it  may  be  said  that  it 
was  an  average  good  year,  notwithstanding  that  there  was  a  less 
quantity  exported  of  all  kinds,  except  round  timber.  The  total 
export  was  as  follows : — 


Planed  boards 
Cat  timber 
Hewn  timber 
Bound  timber 
Pit-props  . 
Split  wood 


Quantity. 


1899. 

1898. 

Gab.  metres. 

Cnb.  metres. 

580,888 

699,283 

661,766 

604,876 

106,924 

127,278 

610,059 

481,617 

81,561 

85,883 

114,381 

124,940 

The  total  decline  in  the  exportation  was  about  1  per  cent. 

The  United  Kingdom  took  more  than  any  other  country — 
about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  quantity,  and  an  especially  large 
proportion  of  the  round  and  planed  sorts.  The  other  countries, 
which  increased  their  consumption  of  Norwegian  timber  in  1899, 
were  Belgium,  South  Africa,  and  Spain,  while  Holland,  France, 
and  Germany  took  less  than  usual. 

The  quantity  of  all  sorts  exported  from  Christiania  amounted 
in  1899  to  178,198  cubic  metres  compared  with  190,880  cubic 
metres  in  the  previous  year. 

The  value  of  the  exportation  in  1898  was  951,485/. 

The  timber  traffic  on  the  water-courses  in  the  south  of  Nor- 
way, which  in  1898  showed  an  important  diminution  as  far  as  the 
coarser  timber  is  concerned,  again  decreased  last  year  to  a 
considerable  extent.  This  was  the  case  also  with  cut  timber; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  on  many  of  the  water-courses  the 
quautitv  of  props,  &c.,  floated  down  was  greater  in  1899  than  in 
1898. 

The  question  of  reafforesting  has  excited  some  interest,  and  it  is 
hoped  the  requisite  support  will  be  forthcoming  to  push  forward  a 
matter  of  so  much  importance  to  the  industry  of  the  future  timber 
export  trade  of  Norway. 

The  year  opened  with  great  promise  for  the  wood-pulp  Wood-pulp^ 
industry,  which  was  not  realised.  This  industry  laboured 
under  more  than  one  kind  of  difficulty.  The  demand,  owing 
to  American  competition  in  the  British  market,  turned  out  to 
be  less  than  the  production  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  year 
and  a  fall  of  prices  ensued.  The  drought  of  the  summer  also 
acted  unfavourably,  as  pulp-mills  depend  on  water-power  for 
driving  their  turbines ;  and  lastly,  financial  troubles  did  not  help 
to  improve  the  situation  in  some  cases.  Some  large  mills  had  to 
close  or  restrict  their  operations ;  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  find,  that 
Vice-Con  sul  Franklin  expresses  the  opinion,  that  all  engaged  in 
the   paper  and  pulp  industries  in  his  district,  are  in  a  healthy 


Digitized  by 


Google 


12 


NORWAY. 


financial  condition,  and  especially  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  pulp. 

The  quantity  of  wood-pulp  exported  in  1898-99  is  given  in 
the  following  table,  which  includes  some  Swedish  pulp : — 


Qoaniitj. 


Year. 


Dry. 


1899 
1898 


Tons. 

20,420 

28,221 


Wet 


TODB. 

284,072 
251,661 


Of  which  from  Chris  tiania: — 

YCM. 

Qaantity. 

Dry. 

Wet  . 

1899       

1898        

Tons. 
8,761 
9,469 

Tods. 
84,140 
89,866 

Cellulose. 


Textiles. 


The  United  Kingdom  has  been  the  largest  consumer  of  this 
production  ;  in  1898  to  the  extent  of  173,000  tons  of  both  kinds, 
notwithstanding  the  competition  above  referred  to.  The  other 
countries,  to  which  considerable  quantities  are  exported,  are 
France,  Belgium,  Denmark,  Holland,  and  Spain ;  but  taken  as  a 
whole,  profits  were  not  satisfactory. 

As  is  the  case  with  the  mechanical,  so  also  the  chemical  pulp 
manufacture  is  of  great  importance  to  the  export  trade  of 
Christiania,  which  has  much  capital  invested  in  both.  There  were 
75,731  tons  dry,  and  6,689  tons  wet  cellulose  exported  from 
Norway  in  1899  compared  with  72,321  tons  and.  6,919  tons 
respectively  in  1898.  Of  these  quantities,  17,814  tons  dry  and 
3,948  tons  wet  were  shipped  from  Christiania,  against  14,992 
tons  of  the  former  and  4,927  tons  of  the  latter  sort  in  1898.  The 
United  Kingdom  took,  as  usual,  the  greater  part  of  the  quantity 
exported ;  the  rest  going  to  France,  Holland,  and  other  countries. 
The  high  cost  of  the  raw  material,  American  competition,  and  the 
drought,  which  made  its  consequences  felt  in  the  autumn,  com- 
bined to  render  profits  unsatisfactory. 

The  Norwegian  textile  industry  has  declined  considerably, 
the  chief  cause  being  that  Sweden,  formerly  Norway's  principal 
customer,  has  discontinued  buying  since  1897.  Consequently, 
the  export  of  textiles  has  sunk  from  a  value  of  344,621/.  in 
1897  to  8,588/.  in  1898  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  mentioned 
that  the  importation  of  textiles  decreased  by  about  130,000i 
compared  with  1897,  from  which  it  may  be  assumed  that  the 
Norwegians  used  up  more  of  their  own  production  than  formerly. 
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The  export  of  ice  in  1899,  though  considerably  larger  than  in  i^. 
1897,  decline^   somewhat  compared  with  the  year  before;  but 
then  1898  was  an  exceptional  year  both  for  the  quantity  exported 
and  the  prices  it  fetched.     The  quantity  in  each  of  the  last  three 
years  was  as  follows : — 


Year. 

QaanUtj. 

From  the 
Whole  Country. 

Tons 
512,764 
558,647        1 
385,556        1 

Prom 
ChrislUDia. 

1899 
1898 
1897 

Tons. 

84,299 

186,918 

70,008 

Germany  whose  demand  for  ice  varies  greatly,  has  an  im- 
portant influence  on  the  exportation  and  the  prices,  and  she  took 
far  less  in  1899  than  in  the  year  before,  and  consequently  very 
much  less  from  Christiania,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
table,  which  shows  the  quantity  taken  by  the  principal 
customers : — 


Country. 

Quantity. 

1899. 

1898. 

Tons. 

76,877 

46552 

2,585 

6,686 

2,093 

1897. 

United  Kingdom      .. 

Germany       

France          

Denmark 

Holland         

TODi. 

57,400 
9,696 
7.082 
2  944 
2,556 

Tons. 

62,468 

421 

4,242 

1,182 

Exporters  earned  lower  profits  than  in  1898,  though  above  the 
average.  The  German  home  manufacture  of  ice  would  appear  to 
have  had  some  unfavourable  influence  on  the  Norwegian  export. 

The  exportation  of  hewn  granite  continued  to  increase  in  1899  Stone. 
to  an  extent  before  unprecedented,  and  in  spite  of  the  high  rate 
of  wages,  good  profits  resulted.  A  large  quantity  was  sent  to 
Plymouth  and  to  Germany,  and  a  considerable  amount  to  Libau 
for  the  naval  harbour  there.  The  chief  exporting  districts  were 
Frederikstad,  Frederikshald,  and  Saipsburg.  An  association  of 
Norwegian  granite  exporters  was  formed  last  year  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  their  interests.  A  good  deal  of  Gudbrandsdalen 
soap-stone  is  being  utilised  at  the  present  time  for  facing  build- 
ings, for  fire-places,  &c.,  in  Christiania,  but  little  of  tliis  sort  of 
stone  is  exported.  In  my  report  for  1898  it  was  pointed  out  tliat 
the  brick-making  industry  would  sufiTer  severely  if  the  building 
activity  in  Christiania  encountered  difficulties.     Such   has  been 
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the  case,  and  both  here  and  in  Frederikstad  the  trade  in  this 
article  has  suffered  greatly,  with  the  consequence  that  prices  fell 
rapidly  from  245.  2d.  and  26«.  7d.  to  10s.  per  1,000.* 
FactoriM.  Factories  have,  on  the  whole,  been  fairly  successful.     The  opera- 

tion of  a  more  protective  tariff*  has  chiefly  benefited  Norwegian 
factories.  A  strong  current  of  industrial  activity  has  set  in,  as  is 
evidenced  by  the  following  figures.  In  1898  there  were,  in  the 
whole  of  Norway,  2.921  factories,  employing  73,143  workpeople, 
compared  with  2,650  factories  and  66,340  workpeople  in  1897 ; 
and  in  Christiania  alone,  375  factories,  giving  employment  to 
17,383  workpeople,  against  345  factories  and  15,357  workmen  in 
1897.  The  number  of  factory  hands  in  the  capital  has  risen  in 
the  last  four  years  by  33  per  cent.,  and  the  value  of  the  produc- 
tion still  more.  During  the  course  of  1899  many  more  new 
factories  have  been  started  in  different  places ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  some  have  had  to  close,  owing  to  want  of  credit  or  capital, 
or  perhaps  both ;  and  of  many  it  is  too  early  yet  to  speak 
of  results.  The  number  of  new  and  extensions  of  old  factories 
in  1899,  is  quoted  at  96,  55,  23,  14,  and  26,  14,  5,  3,  respec- 
tively, for  the  four  quarters  of  the  year,  and  these  figures 
illustrate  very  well  the  state  of  the  money  market,  money 
being  plentiful  and  speculation  high  in  the  first  half,  and  the 
opposite  prevailing  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year.  In  Chris- 
tiania 88  new  fnctories  were  reported  in  1899,  of  which  five  were 
engineering  works,  three  for  manufactured  goods,  two  book-print- 
ing works,  and  one  each  for  furniture,  boxes,  cardboard,  electric 
apparatus,  chemioal,  and  tin  works.  Moreover,  a  large  quantity 
of  Christiania  capital  is  invested  in  factories  in  other  parts  of 
Norwav.  Forty-one  share  companies,  representing  a  total  capital 
of  441,786^.  (in  1898  thirty-one,  with  a  total  capital  of  482,637/.) 
were  registered  in  Christiania  in  the  past  year.  The  leading 
companies  were  the  Norwegian  Calcium  Carbide  Factory,  the 
Petroleum  and  Machine-oil  Eefinery,  three  tobacco  iactories,  the 
Norwegian  Belt  or  Band  Factory,  and  many  others  embracing 
manufacturing,  mining,  and  other  works. 

Tn  Arendal  a  German  Company  has  embarked  50,000Z.  for 
electrical  and  other  developments,  and  in  Sarpsborg  several  new 
undertakings  have  been  started,  among  them  a  csdcium  carbide 
factory,  and  mechanical  works.  At  Kragero  a  new  felspar  mill 
is  working,  and  a  calcium  carbide  factory ;  and  other  factories 
intended  to  be  worked  by  electrical  power  driven  by  v/ater-power, 
are  contemplated.  In  the  district  of  Molde  again,  five  new  dairies 
started,  the  produce  of  which,  amounting  to  about  197  tons, 
was  exported  to  Great  Britain.  In  Moss,  a  new  glass  factory, 
chiefly  for  the  manufacture  of  lamp  glasses,  tumblers,  and  finer 
glasses,  commenced  work  last  year,  the  value  of  the  output  being 
about  9,600/.  The  manufacture  of  calcium  carbide  is  becoming 
an  important  industry,  and  several  new  factories  for  different 
purposes,  said  to  be  well  financed,  have  been  established ;  and  at 
Stavanger,  the  Stavanger  Preserving  Company  has  erected  new 
and  enlarged  works,  a  new  meat-preserving  factory,  a  brewery,  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NOKWAT.  15 

butter  and  other  factories  have  started,  while  some  old  establish- 
ments have  built  new  and  enlarged  works. 

The  waterfalls  of  Norway  afiford  valuable  aid  to  many  branches 
of  industry,  and  several  towns,  it  appears,  have  acquired  water- 
falls with  the  intention  of  utilising  them  for  purposes  of  electric 
lighting. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  perceived  that  there  is  plenty  of 
industrial  activity  going  on.  But  the  question  is  one  of  markets 
for  the  production,  and  many  of  the  factories  are  yet  too  young  at 
present  to  enable  one  to  draw  any  conclusions  from  results.  There 
are  many  difficulties  for  young  establishments  to  contend  with  in 
Norway — a  not  over-abundant  supply  of  capital,  taxation,  the  cost, 
very  often,  of  the  raw  material,  and  the  hi^h  rate  of  wages — all 
which,  apart  from  the  question  of  good  markets,  militate  against  a 
good  and  prosperous  business,  and  make  it  difficult  to  predict  the 
future. 

The  year  1899  has  been  unlucky  for  the  fisheries.  All  the  Pisberieg. 
principal  fisheries  fell  below  the  average,  only  a  few  of  the  less 
important  doing  better  than  usual.  Both  the  migration  and  ap- 
pearance of  fish  on  the  coasts,  and  the  incessant  storms,  upset  all 
calculations.  The  year  will  long  be  remembered  among  the  fishing 
population  for  its  abnormally  bad  profits,  and  great  loss  of  life  and 
property.  Several  improvements  have  been  introduced  into  the 
methods  of  fisliing  practised  in  Norway.  The  most  important  are 
a  change  in  the  local  type  of  boat  employed,  and  the  i)urchase  of 
deck-boats  and  small  smacks,  which  it  is  expected  vvill  gradually 
supersede  open  boats  in  the  more  important  fishing  centres — even 
in  Lofoten,  where  traditional  customs  make  it  so  difficult  to  effect 
alterations.  Several  steamers  were  also  used  in  the  fisheries, 
generally  small,  hamly  craft,  especially  adapted  to  Norwegian 
requirements.  Two  experiments  with  larger  steamboats  did  not 
fulfil  expectations,  either  as  regards  line-fishing,  trawling,  or  drift- 
net  fishing.  In  spite  of  loss,  experiments  will  be  continued,  pro- 
bably not  in  the  home  waters,  owing  to  the  prejudice  entertained 
by  the  native  fishermen.  Greater  success  attended  a  trial  witli  a 
petroleum  motor  as  the  propelling  power.  A  British  method  of 
rigging  drift-nets  proved  successful,  and  resulted  in  a  saving  of 
equipment  expenses,  and  gain  of  space  on  board.  Further  trawling 
experiments  were  to  have  been  carried  out  during  the  winter,  but 
from  various  causes  had  to  be  abandoned. 

The  development  of  the  large  herring-fishing  industry  with 
drift-nets  out  at  sea,  and  the  bank-fishing  in  the  autumn,  have 
stimulated  the  desire  for  more  fishing  lights  and  beacons.  AbouD 
50  new  lights  were  established  and  brought  into  use  in  1899,  hut 
only  a  small  number  of  these  directly  benefited  the  fisheries,  and 
many  more  are  desired  by  the  fishing  population  in  the  Uiore 
northern  districts,  as  well  as  by  the  local  coasting  and  steamship 
owners.  Of  modern,  practical,  and  moderate  lighting  appliances, 
there  will  soon  be  480,  and  250  more  are  petitioned  for,  160  of 
which,  including  about  20  lights  for  the  benefit  of  fishermen,  are 
wanted  for  the  north. 
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The  total  catch  of  codfish  in  1899,  which  was  very  poor, 
amounted  to  about  36,250,000,  compared  with  41,600,000  in  1898. 
This  quantity  is  only  about  60  per  cent,  of  the  average  for  the 
last  five  years.  The  Lofoten  fishery  is  reported  to  have  been  the 
worst  for  35  yeai*s,  and  the  Finmarken  fishery  did  not  reach  55 
per  cent,  of  the  average  take  in  that  district.  Of  the  total  catch, 
rather  over  20,000,000  were  prepared  as  split-fish  and  10,000,000 
as  round  fish.  A  fairly  good  proportion  of  roe — about  849,200 
gallons — was  taken,  and  783,200  gallons  of  medicinal  oil  were 
steamed  off  from  2,640,000  gallons  of  liver. 

Prices  for  fish  ruled,  on  the  whole,  high.  The  total  catcli  is 
valued  at  upwards  of  583,333/.,  as  against  500,000Z.  in  1898,  which 
distributed  itself  somewhat  unevenly  among  the  different  classes. 
Line-fishermen  made  only  a  very  poor  profit.  Net-fishermen  made 
from  16Z.  to  27/,  while  line-fishers  only  earned  from  21,  to  3/.  for 
the  season.  The  average  profit  in  Lofoten  was  10/.  6s.  8c?.,  against 
6/.  28.  3cL  in  1898.  In  other  districts  the  earnings  were  less,  and 
many  finished  up  with  a  dead  loss. 

The  herring  fishery  was  bad  in  1899.  The  best  takes  were 
made  at  places  where  many  fish  ai*e  seldom  taken,  and  the  usual  large 
*'  fat  "  herring  was  very  scarce.  It  was,  therefore,  the  high  prices 
obtainable  for  all  kinds  of  herring  that  made  the  year  a  com- 
paratively respectable  one  for  Norwa}*  as  regards  money,  in  spite 
of  the  small  take. 

The  •*  fat"  herring  fishery  began  late,  and  throughout  the  fish 
were  small,  but  of  good  quality.  The  total  quantity  caught  was 
21,000  tons,  worth  74,200/.  The  larger  sorts  fetched  1/.  25.  2d,  to 
1/.  7s.  &d.,  per  measure,  the  smaller,  2s.  2d,  to  9s. 

The  total  catch  of  "large"  herring,  taking  the  spring  and 
autumn  fishing  together,  was  estimated  at  15,600  tons,  worth 
92,592/.  About  half  the  spring  catch  was  exported  fresh  or  iced, 
prices  then  being  about  lis.  per  measure;  the  autumn  take  was 
salted,  and  sold  at  about  1/.  12s.  per  measure.  This  fishery  is 
^carried  on  off  the  Romsdalen  and  Trondelagen  coasts. 

The  total  results  of  the  "  spring  "  herring  fishery  was  estimated 
at  52,500  tons,  worth  129,629/.,  averaging  6s.  6d,  to  7s.  6^^.  per 
measure.  Rather  over  40  per  cent,  was  salted,  and  a  similar 
quantity  exported  fresh  or  in  ice. 

The  "  small  "  herring  and  "  bristling  "  fishery  may  be  said  to 
have  been  about  an  average,  and  gave  good  returns  owing  to  high 
prices.  Taken  all  together,  the  quantity  may  be  placed  at  100,000 
tons,  worth  about  333,300/.,  the  highest  know^n  in  the  last  six 
years. 

About  985  tons  of  halibut  were  taken,  selling,  on  an  average, 
at  about  Id.  per  lb.,  though  rather  more  sometimes  w^as  obtained 
in  the  early  summer. 

The  total  value  of  all  salt-water  fisheries  in  Norway,  including 
lobsters,  which  are  almost  exclusively  sent  to  Germany,  was  rather 
over  1,305,555/.;  in  1898  the  value  was  1,222,222/.  The  averac^e 
value  is  about  1,472,200/. 

The  quantity  of  the  chief  fish  products  exported  fell  far  below 
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the  average — lower  than  iu  any  of  the  last  five  years ;  but  their 
value  was  about  the  average.  The  total  value  of  the  fishery  pro- 
duction exported  in  1898  was  2,491,209/.,  and  formed  28*45  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  export  trade  of  Norway. 

The  Eoros  copper  mines  i)roduced  31,000  tons  of  ore  in  1899.  MiAeik 
Of  this  turn-out,  13,000  tons  were  export  pyrites,  and  18,000  tons 
copper  ore,  yielding  735  tons  of  copper,  against  583  tons  in  1898. 
The  mines  have  been  completely  reconstructed  of  late  years,  and 
fitted  with  electric  power.  During  the  year  a  boring  machine  was 
completed  for  Kongens  mine,  and  12  Morgaai-d's  hammer-boring 
machines.     These  mines  employ  600  men. 

Sulitjelma  copper  mines  did  very  well,  and  yielded  good  profits. 
The  output  amounted  to  44,000  tons  of  ore,  of  which  31,000  were 
export  pyrites,  containing  44  to  45  per  cent,  sulphur,  and  about 
4  per  cent,  copper,  and  13,000  tons  smelting  ore.  The  quantity 
of  copper  obtained  was  a  little  over  500  tons.  Besides  the  three 
older  mines,  where  prospects  are  spoken  of  as  beinj;  very  satisfac- 
tory, three  new  mines  were  opened  in  1898-99,  all  of  whicli 
promise  well.  The  whole  of  the  Jacob  Valley  pyrites  field  still 
lies  untouched  as  a  reserve  for  the  future.  These  mines,  th«* 
largest  in  Norway,  employing  at  present  780  men,  have  been,  and 
will  be  considerably  extended. 

At  Lyngen,  in  the  Tromso  district,  a  new  copper  works  of 
some  size  will  be  started  for  the  purpose  of  melting  the  oie 
from  a  neighbouring  mine  employing  60  men.  The  output  from 
this  mine  in  1899  was  8,300  tons  of  copper  ore,  yielding  about  8 
to  9  per  cent,  copper. 

In  the  working  of  all  the  copper  and  pyrite  mines  last  year 
about  2,050  men  were  employed,  and  the  total  yield  was  about 
1 30,000  tons  pyrites  and  copper  ore  (in  1898, 125,000  tons),  of  which 
90,000  to  95,000  tons  were  exported.  The  quantity  of  copper 
obtained  was  1,250  tons.  In  this  is  not  included  that  obtained 
from  the  exported  ore,  which,  if  included,  would  bring  the  Nor- 
wegian yield  of  pure  copper  in  1899  up  to  3,500  tons.  The  gross 
value  of  the  above  is  given  at  220,000/.,  and  as  prices  have  been 
high,  good  profits  have  been  made. 

On  the  whole,  the  copper  mining  industry  in  Norway  has  de- 
veloped greatly  of  late  years,  which  is  especially  due  to  important 
discoveries  in  Northern  Norway. 

Of  the  silver  mines  there  is  practically  little  or  nothing  to  be 
noted.  The  two  old  and  principal  mines  have  covered  their  ex- 
penditure, while  the  three  other  mines  have  yielded  practically 
nothing  during  the  year.  It  is  reported  that  a  find  of  silver  ore, 
containing  a  rich  percentage  of  silver,  has  been  made  at  TroUerud, 
about  6  miles  north  of  Kongsberg,  end  a  Christiania  company 
have  acquired  the  veins,  and  intend  to  prosecute  the  work. 

There  were  no  extensions  of  the  Norwegian  railways,  and  no  Baawayi. 
new  railways,  or  portions  of  railways,  opened  to  traffic  during  the 
past  year.  The  receipts,  through  the  railway  traffic  in  Norway, 
-have  increased  from  463,022/.  in  1895,  to  667,087/.  in  1899 ;  but 
the  figures  for  the  past  year  only  represent  10  months  of  the 
(614)  B 
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year.  In  considering  this  rise  it  must  be  remembered  that  in 
1896  a  new  line — the  Saetersdal — and  part  of  another — the  Tretten 
to  Olta — have  been  added  on,  otherwise  the  number  of  railway 
lines  has  remained  unchanged  during:  the  five  years.  The  receipts 
through  the  passenger  traffic  on  all*  lines  form  the  largest  item  in 
the  total  amount  received,  and  are  still  increasing.  This  would 
appear  to  point  to  the  fact  that  the  incomes  of  the  bulk  of  Nor- 
wegian families  have  increased,  which  enables  them  to  make  use 
of  the  railways  to  a  greater  extent  than  formerly.  It  may  also  be 
assumed  that  the  number  of  holiday  travellers,  especially  during 
the  summer,  is  increasing,  and  the  development  of  industries  and 
business  in  general  will  also  cause  increased  use  of  the  railways. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  these  con- 
ditions lead  to  satisfnctory  profits  for  the  railways,  for  increased 
tmffic  causes  increased  outlays,  and  the  items  of  expenditure  will 
rise  to  greater  sums  than  in  the  past.  The  high  prices  of  coal, 
iron,  wooden  and  other  articles,  must  tend  to  increased  expenditure. 
Add  to  this  other  outlays,  which  must  be  increased  in  the  matter 
of  new  extensions  and  new  material  to  meet  the  increased  traffic, 
which  has  risen  44  per  cent,  in  the  last  five  years,  and  it  can 
hardly  be  doubted  but  that  the  profits  of  the  railways  will  not 
so  rapidly  increase.  The  following  table  gives  the  principal 
sources  and  amounts  of  the  earnings  of  the  railways  in  each  of  the 
last  two  years : — 


Passenger  traffic.  • 
Carriages,  traps,  &c. 
Fast  goods 
Freight  goods 
Milk       .. 
Cattle      . . 
Telegrams 

Total 


Amount. 

1899. 

1898. 

£ 

£ 

322,747 

288,956 

1,598 

1,819 

26,598 

24.615 

294,451 

281,598 

11,044 

10,110 

8,182 

8,846 

2,527 

2,687 

667,087 

618,076 

Finantial. 


Notwithstanding  that  for  the  different  brauches  of  business 
the  year  was  satisfactory,  yet  it  closed  with  a  higher  rate  of  dis- 
count than  has  been  known  for  20  years.  Despite  commercial 
activity  being  high,  commercial  traffic  large,  and  labour  and  the 
price  of  goods  exceptionally  high,  the  money  market  laboured 
under  a  tension.  The  condition  of  the  money  market  rendei'ed  the 
access  to  disposable  capital  not  equal  to  the  demand,  and  this 
condition  forms  a  serious  embarrassment  for  ordinary  and  legiti- 
mate business.  The  remittances  from  abroad  last  year  were  un- 
usually high,  especially  for  shipping  and  the  timber  export; 
considerable  sums  came  into  the  country  through  State  and  other 
loans,  as  also  large  amounts  got  privately  from  abroad,  principally 
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for  investing  purposes.  Yet  the  flow  of  money  did  not  suffice  for 
the  needs,  and  the  Bank  of  Norway  had  to  take  unusual  steps  in 
order  to  readjust  the  statutable  scale.  It  is  alleged  that  foreign 
indebtedness  is  on  the  increase,  and  may  prove  a  stumbling  block 
to  the  development  of  the  country  instead  of  a  means  of  furthering 
it,  and  that  taxes  grow  year  by  year  and  hamper  the  power  ot 
production,  and  hinder  the  country  in  its  efforts  to  face  foreign 
competitiun. 

For  1899  the  Norwegian  Bank  paid  9'6  per  cent.,  against 
9  2  and  93  per  cent,  in  the  two  preceding  years.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  there  were  in  Christiania  13  private  banks,  with 
a  total  subscribed  capital  of  2,413,407/.,  of  which  1,303,762/.  was 
paid  up. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nominal  capital  of 
tho  new  share  companies,  grouped  according  to  their  business, 
wliich  have  been  registered  in  Christiania  in  1899  : — 


Ittdngtrial 

Printing,  newspapere,  pnblifthing,  &c. 

Banks 

Share  owners  . . 

Trade  companies 

Property  and  building  companies 

Specalation  companies  deaUng  in  real  property,  shares,  &c. 

Antomaiic  restaurants 

Miscellaneous  

Total  


Number. 

Nominal 
Capital. 

£ 

46 

468,484 

15 

60,770 

S 

894,670 

84 

162.467 

18 

180,200 

52 

548,400 

2 

2.870 

8 

83,900 

16 

78,258 

194 

1,889,454 

The  depreciation  of  exchange  alone  for  the  Norwegian  bank 
shares  from  the  beginning  of  February,  1899,  till  the  same  date  in 
1900,  is  estimated  at  a  total  amount  of  close  upon  1,098,901/. 

The  Christiania  census  for  January  I.  1899,  returned  the  Population, 
number  of  the  population  at  221,255,  being  an  increase  of  17,198 
during  the  year  1898,  or  8-8  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population. 
This  is  the  greatest  increase  since  1878,  when  the  town  boundaries 
were  enlarged.  During  the  last  20  years  the  population  lias 
doubled  itself.  This  rapid  growth  is  reflected  in  the  composition 
of  its  inhabitants,  of  whom  only  42  per  cent,  are  born  Cliristianians. 
Of  the  remainder,  33,300  were  born  in  other  towns  of  Norway, 
73,400  in  country  districts,  1H,400  in  Sweden,  and  4,299  abroad. 
The  proportion  of  males  to  females  was  46*4  to  53*6  per  cent. 

The  result  of  the  census  for  Jimuary,  1900,  is  not  yet  published, 
but  the  population  is  estimated  at  230,000,  or  an  increase  of  9,000 
persons. 

The  condition  of  the  working  classes  has  improved  considerably  Working 
in  racent  years.     In  Christiania  in  1898  there  were  374  manu-  claseefc 
Picturing  estiiblishments,  giving  employment  to  17,383  workers.  ^"^^^  ^• 
Wages  have  risen  considerably ;  but  the  cost  of  living  lias  also 
1614)  B  2 
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risen,  and  house-rent,  even  for  the  workman,  is  dear.  Add  to 
this  tlmt  there  is  some  improvidence,  and  it  will  be  understood 
that  the  working  class,  though  earning  much  better  wages  than 
heretofore,  fails  to  realise  to  the  fuU'the  advantages  which  increase 
of  industries  have  afforded.  In  a  table  annexed  to  this  report  will 
be  found  the  rates  of  wages  earned  by  every  class  of  workman. 
Though  not  actually  up  to  date,  it  has  been  compiled  from  the 
most  recent  statistics  available. 
BnildingB.  There  was  a  considerable  decline  in  building  activity  in  1899, 

compared  with  the  year  before.  The  number  of  new  buildings 
reported  last  year  was  1,290  (against  1.756  in  1898),  <»f  which  534 
were  large  buildings,  and  305  dwelling-houses.  The  speculation 
in  property  and  new  buildings  was  not  so  keen  as  in  1898.  When 
the  financial  crisis  came  later  on  in  the  summer,  the  chief  suffei-ers 
were  those  who  had  invested  in  valuable  building  sites,  and,  in 
spite  of  the  dear  price  of  material  and  labour,  had  begun  to  build 
on  a  large  scale,  trusting  to  a  ready  market  for  borrowing.  A 
sudden  subsidence  in  the  building  fever  ensued,  and  many  woiks 
had  to  be  suspended,  as  is  apparent  from  the  fact  that,  during  the 
first  half  of  the  year,  812  buildings,  of  which  359  were  lai-ge  and 
238  dwelling-houses,  were  reported,  whereas  in  the  lattfT  half 
only  477 — 175  lai-ge  and  67  dwelling-houses — were  repoiljed  » 
the  building  authorities.  The  supply  of  new  and  larger  busineso 
premises  in  the  more  central  parts  of  the  city  has  been  very  good, 
and  it  is  thought  that  this  demand  has  been  satisfied  for  some  time 
to  come.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  not  a  superabundance  of 
dwellings,  and  there  is  even  a  scarcity  of  small  dwellings  suitable 
for  the  working  classes. 

The  number  of  commercial  travellers,  or  at  least  the  licences 
issued,  are  inci-easing  each  year.  But  whereas  the  British  only 
increased  by  13  in  1899,  the  Geiinan  increased  by  57.  The  total 
number  of  foreign  commercial  travellers'  licences  issued  or  visaed 
at  Christiania  in  1899  was  1,727,  of  which  148  were  British  and 
1,034  were  German,  compared  with  135  and  977  respectively  in 
1898.  These  figures  still  leave  545  from  other  countries,  or  nearly 
four  times  the  number  of  the  British. 

As  each  licence  is  only  good  for  a  month,  the  number  of  com- 
mercial travellers  would  not,  it  may  be  assumed,  be  as  many  as 
the  number  of  licences,  as  many  of  them,  especially  Germans, 
took  out  ur  presented  for  visa,  more  than  one  licence  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  Nevertheless  it  demonstrates  that  business 
is  to  be  done,  and  shows  likewise  why  the  Germans  have 
obtained  it. 
Ofoten.  The  work   on   the   important  Ofoten  railway  is   progressing 

rapidly.  In  October  last  rails  had  been  laid  from  Gtellivara  to  the 
Luossavara  ore  deposits,  where  mining  operations  had  been,  to  a 
great  extent,  carried  on  during  the  previous  summer.  Some 
cargoes  of  oie  were  shipped  in  October  from  Lulea  to  Germany, 
and  gave,  according  to  report,  on  trial  great  satisfaction,  being 
found  even  better  than  the  well-known  Gellivara  ore.  * 

Work  on  the  railway  has  been  carried  on  during  the  winter  by 
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al)Out  1,000  men.  But  this  number  will  be  added  to  in  the 
summer.  The  owners  of  the  ore  deposits  at  Luossavara  and 
Gellivara  (both  deposits  being  under  one  management)  have,  by 
arrangement  with  the  Norwegian  Government,  secured  the  whole 
of  the  north  foreshore — 1,200  metres — of  Victoria-havn,  and  a 
large  tract  of  land  inland  for  their  quays  for  shipping  ore.  These 
quays  are  being  constructed  according  to  the  system  employed  at 
Duluth,  Lake  Superior,  iu  the  United  States  of  America.  The 
Norwegian  Government  are  expix)priating  considerable  property 
on  the  south  side  of  the  bay  of  Victoria-havn  for  purposes  of 
general  goods  traffic ;  but  at  prv^^sent  this  step  is  in  abeyance,  on 
actrount  of  the  question  of  valuation.  The  quays  and  works  pro- 
po  led  will  cost  about  1G5,000/.  The  ore  quays  are  to  cost  about 
137,000/.  The  laying  out  of  towns  at  Victoria-havn,  Fa'j:enfles, 
an  1  Autenaes  has  been  sanctioned,  and  many  houses  have  already 
been  erected,  and  streets  laid  out.  The  local  population  lias 
increased  from  about  100  in  1898  to  1,900 ;  but  the  town  plots 
for  building  will  provide  for  70,000  inhabitants.  It  is  expected 
tliat,  when  the  railway  is  completed,  which  will  be  in  1902,  the 
export  of  ore  through  Ofoten  will  reach  3,000,000  tons  annually. 
The  average  net  profit  per  ton  of  ore  shipped  at  present  prices  is 
a'»out  5s.,  or  under  normal  conditions  35.  The  control  of  these 
important  ore  deposits  for  many  years  to  come  will  lie  really 
in  German  hands.  What  this  may  mean  is  easy  to  be  untler- 
stood  when  it  is  stated  that  the  mines  and  works,  exclusive  of  the 
railway,  are  worth  now  7,000,000/.  Another  circumstance  is 
also  mentioned  as  deserving  some  attention.  The  Germans  have, 
from  time  to  time,  adapted  their  furnaces  to  smelt  the  non- 
pliosphoric  ore.  The  same  plan  has  not  been  adopted  by  British 
masters.  As  the  bulk  of  the  ores  above  referred  to  are  phosphoric, 
they  can  consequently  only  he  used  to  a  small  extent  by  the  British 
masters,  owing  to  the  lack  of  suitable  furnaces.  This  gives  their 
German  competitors  a  great  advantage.  It  is  reported  that  the 
Germans  have,  by  au  arrangement  with  bankers,  secured  the  whole 
export  trade  of  iron  ore  from  Ofoten,  which  will  be  carried  in 
German  steamships.  Already  a  line  of  steamsliips  (Norwegian) 
run  direct  from  Ofoten  to  Antwerp. 

The  Gellivara  and  Luossavara  deposits  have  a  strong  com- 
petitor in  the  Svappavaia  deposits,  the  ore  of  which  is  equal  to 
that  of  Gellivara  in  quality,  and  can  be  shipped,  it  is  said,  at 
Ofoten  at  about  the  same  price  as  the  Luossavara  ore.  The 
owners  of  Svappavara  are  now  applying  for  a  concession  for  a 
branch  line  to  join  the  Ofoten  Railway,  and  have  secured  in  Ofoten 
a  fairly^good  harbour  for  their  ore  shipments. 

The  capital  of  the  Gellivara  Company  is  stated  to  be,  including 
profits  sunk  in  developments,  about  1,200,000/.,  and  that  of  the 
Luossavara  Company  about  1 ,000,000/.,  after  allowing  for  cost  of 
q\iays  and  works.  The  capital  for  the  railway  is  provided  by  the 
Norwegian  and  Swedish  Governments  jointly,  on  which  the 
mining  companies  have  to  guaiantee  traffic,  suff  y'ent  to  yield 
38  per  cent. 
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Generftl  in  ^^Y  i*eport  for  1898,  1  remarked  that  British  goods  mlght- 

observatione.  find  more  sale  if  manufacturers  would  take  pains  to  cultivate  the 
trade.  In  their  reports,  Vice-Consuls  Frankfin  at  Porsgrund  and 
lierentsen  at  Stavanger  emphasise  this  opinion,  and  point  out  the 
measuies  to  be  employed  in  order  to  extend  British  trade.  As 
men  of  business,  and  knowing  the  people  and  the  country,  their 
opinions  are  deserving  of  attention.  Vice-Consul  Fmnklin  also 
calls  attention  to  a  slight  increase  in  the  demand  for  British 
textiles ;  that  British  ironmongery  lags  behind  the  (German ;  and 
that  files,  sold  in  Porsgrund,  are  made  out  of  steel  bought  by 
Germans  in  England.  German-made  goods,  it  would  appear,  can 
still  compete  with  the  same  class  of  goods  manufactured  in 
Norway,  and  are  sold  cheaper  than  British  goods  of  the  same 
class.  The  reason  given — and  there  is  not  a  doubt  of  it — is,  that 
cost  of  carriage  between  Germany  and  Norway  is  much  cheaper 
than  between  the  latter  country  and  the  Unit/cd  Kingdom.  In 
considering  the  question  of  German  and  British  comi)etition,  I 
do  not  myself  believe  that  the  question  of  accommodation  in 
regard  to  credit  plays  so  great  a  part  in  the  matter  as  has  been 
made  out.  Both  give  about  the  same — 60  to  90  days' — credit. 
But  accommodation,  in  regard  to  consulting  the  tastes  and  wishes 
of  the  customer  in  the  goods  supplied,  carries  far  more  weight. 
And  moreover  he  naturally  likes  to  see  samples  of  goods  offered 
before  buying,  and  in  this  respect  the  German  aflbrds  every 
facility,  as  well  as  quoting  measures,  &c.,  in  Norwegian.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  Norway  is  not  a  wealthy  country,  and  the 
tastes  and  purchasing  capacities  of  the  people  must  be  studied  and 
Kjonsulted. 

The  manufacture  of  calcium  carbide  has  been  mentioned  in  this 
report.  As  repeated  inquiries  are  received  in  regard  to  this  article, 
it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  that  Fredrikstad  appears  to 
be  the  centre  for  its  production. 

I  notice  that  at  Farsund  a  new  industry  has  sprung  up,  the 
burning  of  sea-weed  for  the  ashes.  These  are  exported,  and  are 
«iid  to  be  largely  used  by  iodine  manufacturers. 
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Betubk  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Christiania  engaged 
in  the  Carrying  Trade  of  Foreign  Countries  and  British 
Possessions  during  the  Fear  1899. 

Entered. 


With  GvgoM.                       la  BallMt. 

Total. 

Coaatrr. 

;  Nnmtwrof 

1       VMMlt. 

Tuna.      1  K2P'*'<>' 

Tona. 

Mumbarof 
VaMda. 

TQoa. 

RuMiA       !         U 

United  Sutot                    4 

Norwmy     

Denmark  ...        ...            1 

Bdgiam 

Oennaay 1 

20,600 

90                  3 

1 
170 

2,179 

1,399 

909 

14 

20,600 
3,691 

170 

Total 20 

M,ftll                  7 

3.783 

27 

30,294 

Cleared. 


WlthCWgoaa. 

laBallaat. 

Total. 

Country. 

Number  of 
Yeiaela. 

Tmu, 

Nomberof 
VameU. 

Tons. 

Nomberof 
Yeiaela. 

Tons. 

Norway     ...        ...            3 

Raada 

2,963 

11 

1 

^764 
l.ftlft 

14 

1 

8.727 
1,616 

Total  ...       ^            3 

2,963 

12 

7,279 

1ft 

10,242 
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Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Estimated  Quantity  and  Value  of 
the  Principal  Articles  Imported  into  Norway  during  the 
Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 


Butter,  ordinary 
„     ariificiaJ 
Chee&e  .. 
My  e,  angronnd . . 
Barley,  nngroond 
Malt 
Rice 


Tea 
Coffee 
Sugar 
Syrup 

'i'obacco  leaves . . 
Spirits,  &c.,  in  casks 
Wine,  in  casks . . 
Cotton  .. 
Hemp    . . 
Woollen  goods.. 
Petroleum,  paraffin  oil 
Salt,  cooking    . . 
Coal,  cinders,  coke 
Machinery    and    loco- 
motives 

Total 
Other  articles 

Totsil 


Quantity. 


1898. 


18&9. 


Tons. 

453 

58 

856 

197,601 

85,249 

5,450 

9,269 

125 

12,051 

29,568 

10,778 

1,785 

1,063 

5,351 

2,766 

2,585 

1,414 

85,963 

127,350 

1,540,909 


Tons. 

296 

81 

426 

190,319 

99,488 

5,950 

8,210 

116 

9,324 

80,066 

11,787 

1,428 

1,284 

4,581 

2,785 

2,403 

1,418 

41,559 

184,752 

1,847,763 


Yalne. 


1898. 


£ 

83,398 
2,697 

22,259 

1,187.851 

443,525 

68,431 

84,839 

14,820 
674,979 
4H,530 

61,403 
105,127 
128,854 
234,508 
108,099 

84,769 
512,979 
204,398 
114,492 
911,376 

498,541 


1899. 


5,865,775 
9,538,654 


15,394,429 


£ 

24,869 

1,556 

27,891 

1,162,462 

540,243 

80,067 

34,017 

13,517 

471,919 

439.988 

72,309 

83,613 

134,847 

204,419 

106,083 

88,045 

566,770 

265,127 

125,630 

1,152,501 

685,825 


6,181,658 
10,347,282 

16,528,885 
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Comparative  Table  of  the  Principal  Articles  Imported  into 
Norway  from  various  Countries  during  the  Year  1898. 


Value. 

ArtlolM. 

Sweden. 

Denmark. 

Russia. 

(Yance. 

Oermany. 

United 
Kingdom. 

United 
SUtesof 
America. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

LiveAock         

8»,956 

14,741 

303 

11 

359 

7,292 

82 

Comestibles     

109.271 

96.923 

1,761 

12,408 

70,602 

216,895 

124,988 

Ceraals 

18,602 

146.116 

1,161,464 

806 

701,397 

70,762 

249,884 

Oroceries         

2,002 

41,729 

38 

39,630 

820,298 

160,243 

37,066 

Fruit  and  garden  pro- 

dnoe 

4,812 

28,269 

480 

7.480 

110,718 

58,098 

8,127 

Spirits      and      other 

liquors          

4,613 

21,709 

44 

125,082 

85.464 

85,657 

1,143 

Spun  goods      

fam,  thread.  Ac.      ... 

1^1 

17,752 

12,292 

6,164 

98,419 

101,303 

879 

27,807 

4,039 

790 

2,320 

101.790 

226,701 

414 

Textiles 

47,840 

61,161 

636 

11,784 

820,723 

500,927 

1,127 

Hair,  feathers,  skins, 

Ac 

44,653 

41,823 

424 

8,790 

203,728 

163,845 

47,436 

8,298 

5,370 

126 

1,071 

48,265 

9,5d0 

989 

TUlov,  oils,  and  fat- 

stuflk 

9.486 

21.961 

25,900 

9,790 

139.060 

95,093 

238,712 

Hanofactures  of    ditto 

24,619 

7.337 

131 

740 

31,000 

82,027 

-983 

Wooden    goods,    on- 

manufactored     and 

half-manufactared  ... 

299,608 

4,249 

16,376 

232 

15,806 

7,817 

.%077 

Ditto,  worked 

148,288 

4,723 

27 

4,303 

42,828 

7,U54 

2,933 

Dyes  and  colours 

3.946 

1.198 

... 

2,176 

46,617 

9,580 

71 

Other  Tegetable  goods 

5,798 

12,669 

52,613 

933 

63,696 

13,972 

16 

Paper  products 
Different  other  Tege- 

13,348 

6,892 

... 

403 

56,900 

8,861 

768 

5.259 

6.314 

11 

2,480 

25,331 

14,878 

121 

MinenUs,  raw 

16.530 

18,690 

198 

8,608 

99,900 

1,002,348 

60 

46,121 

6,269 

21 

679 

79,574 

33,679 

392 

Metals,  rav,  and  haU- 

worked         

143,829 

6,900 

22 

436 

60.160 

295,690 

607 

Ditto,  worked 

Ships,   Tehldes,    and 
machinery    

162,154 

37,834 

33 

16,866 

310,370 

427,773 

1,607 

95,221 

64.950 

6 

)9,&02 

413,867 

964,817 

44,734 

Sundries 

16,065 

128,408 

463 

1,922 

100,000 
4,540,872 

17,164 

1,667 

Total      

1,349,6«) 

797,396 

1,264,0M 

283,391 

4,477,796 

769,813 
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Annex  D. — Table  showing  Estimated  Quantity  and  Value  of 
Principal  Articles  Exported  from  Norway  during  the  Years 
1898-99. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

I  Tied  cod          

Tons 

18,»b9 

18,990 

403,876 

408,990 

Split  cod 

» 

36,602 

31.708 

693,668 

691,138 

Fat  benings,  salt 

»»           ••■ 

b42 

368 

780,828 

426.060 

other  herrings,  salt    ... 

II           ■•• 

197 

486 

92,088 

286,097 

Butter,  ordinary 

1,270 

1,456 

124,156 

146,862 

„      ardflcial 

t,           ... 

1,648 

1,485 

82,041 

73,928 

Cheese     

28 

89 

1,442 

2.099 

Cotton  yarn       

,, 

14 

80 

873 

2,615 

Sole  leather       

11           ••• 

89 

76 

11.911 

9,611 

Koe         

... 

4,490 

6,198 

57.917 

68,077 

Cod-liver  oil       

11 

17,480 

18,821 

406,879 

420,406 

J-iah  guano        

•1 

7,183 

4,278 

38  388 

24,973 

Oats         

,, 

983 

306 

5,481 

1,611 

Beer        

Gallons    ... 

52,211 

36,892 

3,144 

2,077 

Ice 

Beg.  tons ... 

653,640 

512,764 

804,287 

118.467 

Timber     

Cub.  metre6 

1,973,822 

1,966,029 

2,236,834 

2,107,600 

Wood-pulp,  dry 

Tons 

22,877 

20,01  J 

88,929 

76,967 

.  „           wet 

II           ••• 

246,33*) 

279,874 

433,608 

492.000 

Cellulose,  dry 

II 

71,060 

74,612 

564,950 

563,093 

,,         wet 

}i 

8,420 

6,689 

30,856 

24.ftC0 

Matches 

•1           ••• 

2,126 

2,010 

41,786 

41,200 

ApaUte 

„           ... 

13.823 

1,478 

41,110 

4,^83 

Iron  pyrites       

66,604 

82,662 

44,761 

69,407 

Copper  ore         

ij 

13,381 

7,089 

W,6ai 

21,154 

Total            

6,367,853 

6,070,250 

other  articles 

... 

... 

2,121,466 

2,222,838 

Grand  total 

... 

8,489,819 

8,292,688 

Comparative  Table  of  the  Principal  Articles  Exported  from 
Norway  to  Various  Countries  during  the  Year  1898. 


Value. 

Articles. 

Sweden. 

Denmark 

Kussia. 

France. 

Germany. 

United 
Kingdom. 

United 
States  of 
America. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Livestock       

16,812 

1,651 

22 

49 

348 

2i6 

2,308 

Comestibles 

498,006 

117,022 

210,624 

1,149 

497,674 

705,834 

6,825 

Cereals          

11.889 

8,768 

880 

143 

248 

93 

... 

Groceries       

110 

11 

... 

164 

11 

Fruit  and  garden  produce ... 

314 

298 

"iio 

5 

1,680 

2,866 

'a 

Spirits  and  other  liquors    ... 

463 

897 

6 

188 

24,403 

1,027 

33 

Spun  goods 

1,486 

1,033 

6 

44 

602 

4,022 

1,447 

Yam,  thread,  *c 

4.044 

1,000 

686 

11 

375 

894 

... 

TexUles          

773 

475 

1,403 

425 

2,943 

Hair,  feathers,  skins,  «fec.  ... 

21,198 

37,436 

133 

6l',*660 

88,266 

30,370 

4,900 

Manufactures  of    ditto 

1.442 

419 

171 

341 

2,486 

16,116 

lie 

Tttllow,  oil,  and  fat  stuffs  ... 

11,740 

8,618 

463 

9,127 

1C4,966 

96,906 

7,786 

Manufactures  of    ditto 

820 

89 

17 

6 

11 

116 

Wooden  goods,  unmanufac- 

tured and  half-manufac- 

tured           

20.950 

60,941 

... 

120,314 

120,662 

1,268,782 

Wooden  goods,  worked      ... 

1,530 

29,778 

3,458 

146,266 

27,006 

663,281 

3,082 

Dyes  and  colours 

2,006 

1,027 

22 

... 

685 

4,116 

5,056 

Oiher  veyetable  goods 

16,938 

5,370 

5 

70,562 

1,6<6 

1,536 

Taper  prbducU        

436 

2,840 

11 

"61 

112,370 

326.065 

... 

DiflTereut    other    vegetable 

... 

n 

... 

... 

1,226 

Minerals,  raw          

34,392 

16,602 

13,618 

11,0C6 

106,667 

18ii066 

2,480 

manufactured    ... 

21,060 

2,160 

961 

998 

42,320 

72,718 

6 

Metals,  raw  and  half-worked 

8,138 

11,270 

254 

11 

16,843 

14,524 

„       worked        

11,864 

3,900 

1,696 

16,138 

19,237 

48,870 

375 

Ships,    vehicles,    and    ma- 

chinery        

26,870 

87,556 

8,033 

7,895 

6.430 

88,143 

27,892 

Sundries        

6,846 

23,740 

5 

171 

2,099 

896 

10,149 

Total           

718,559 

867,299 

241,611 

863,986 

1,245,877 

8,508,785 

73,074 
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Annex    E. — Table   showing   "Wages  in  Christiania  during   the 
Years  1895  and  1897. 


Occnpation,  Ac 

1895. 

1897. 

From— 

To- 

From- 

To— 

£    «.    c^. 

£    «.    d. 

£    «.    d. 

£    «.    .(. 

DoDiestie  wrTaot*— 

Male        

Per  year  ... 

U    0    0 

22    0    0 

18    0    0 

27    0    0 

Female ^ 

»» 

6    0    0 

•7    0    0 

7    0    0 

•13    0    0 

Tile-makeiB— 

Per  day    ... 

0    8    7 

... 

0    4    6 

•f       .•• 

0  "i    6 

0    6    0 

0  "4    5 

0    5    7 

Day  labourers 

... 

>* 

0    2    8 

... 

0    8    4 

Iron  founders       

... 

Per  hour ... 

0    0    4: 

0    0    6 

0    0    .^4^ 
0    0    6l 

... 

0    0    4 

0    0    5 

Sbipbnilden 

{ 

Per  month 
Per  hour ... 

4    0    0 

6    0    0 
0    0    8| 

... 

0   0   .•> 

Spinners- 

Foremen  

... 

Perday    ... 

0    4    2 

0    4    2 

Men         

11 

... 

0    2    6 

... 

0    2    6 

Women 

11 

0    1    4 

... 

0     1    4 

Piece  workmen 

... 

... 

0  "i    4 

0    1    8 

0    1    4 

0    1    8 

Weavers- 

Foremen  

... 

... 

0    4    6 

... 

0    6    7 

Men         

i» 

0    2    6 

0    2    9 

0    8    4 

0    3  U 

Women 

11 

... 

0    1    4 

0    1    8 

0    3    4 

Piece  workmen 

... 

0    2    9 

0    4    6 

0    8    4 

0    6    u 

'.'.'. 

11 

0    1     7 

0    2    3 

0    2    3 

0    3    9 

Sawyers      

••• 

II       ••• 

0    2    9 

0    4    5t 

0    2    9 

0    4    6 

Millers        

... 

... 

0    2  11 

0    8    4 

Brewery  hands     

..! 

«» 

0    2  11 

0    8    4 

0    2    9 

0    8    4 

Clffar-roUers— 

Men      

•>       ••• 

0    2    8 

0    8    4 

0    2    3 

0    3    4 

Women 

•J 

Per     day, 

0    i    2 

0    1  11 

0     1    2 

0     1  11 

Men      

reckocing 

I   0    2    9 

0    6    1 

0    2    9 

0    6     1 

Women 

* 

by       the 
piece 
Per  hour ... 

r  0  I  8 

0    6    0 

0    1    8 

0    6    0 

Tinkers       

_; 

0    0    4 

0    0    4i 

0    0    6 

0    0    6 

Smiths- 

Jounieymen      

{ 

Perday   ... 
Per  hour ... 

0    2    9 
0    0    4 

0    4    5 
0    0    &i 

0    2    9 
0    0    4 

0    4    6 
0    0    6 

Workmen          

... 

0    0    4 

0    0    4 

0    0    6^ 

Apprentices       

Ooldsroitbs- 

Per  week!.! 

0  "ii    6 

0    8  10 

0    6    8 

0  11     1 

Adults      

i«       ••■ 

1  10    0 

1  16    0 

]  10    0 

1  16    0 

Chlldnn 

... 

i»        ••. 

0  16    8 

1    2    3 

0  16    8 

1    2    8 

Plastfrrers 

... 

Per  hour  ... 

0    0    5^ 
0    0    4} 

0    0    7i 

0    0    61 

0    0    7J 

Instrument-makars 

i»        ••• 

0    0    6 

0    0    4 

0    0    6 

Oas  and  pipe-fliten 

it        ••• 

... 

... 

0    0    4i 

0    0    6 

SaU-makeni 

... 

Perday   ... 

0    S    0 

0    8    4 

0    8    4 

0    4    6 

Journeymen      

^ 

... 

... 

0    8    4 

0    8    4 

0    4    6 

Workmen          

It        ••• 

0    8    4 

0    8    4 

0    4    5 

Dyers- 

Journeymen      ... 

i 

Per  week !!! 

0    2  10 

0    8    4 

... 

0  16 

Workmen          

{ 

Perday    .. 
Per  week... 
Perday   ... 

0    "i    4 

0  "i   6 
0  "4    6 

••• 

0  16 

Book-bindert        

' 

Per  week... 
Per  hour ... 

1    0    0 

1    6    0 

1  "4   0 
0    0    5 

1  14    0 
0    0    6| 

Tanners      

{ 

Per  day    ... 
Per  week... 

0   "i   9 
0  17    9 

0  "i  10 

1  6    0 

1     0    0 

I  "9   0 

Journeymen     

{ 

Perday   ... 
Per  hour... 

0    3    4 
0    0    4) 

0    8  10 
0    0    6 

0  "6    4i 

0  "0    6^ 

Workmen          

{ 

Perday   ... 
Per  hour ... 

0    2    9 
0    0    4 

0    3  10 
0    0    7 

0    0    4| 

0  "6    6^ 

Coopers- 

Journeymen      

... 

Perday   ... 

0    2    8 

0    8    4 

0    8    4 

0    8  10 

Workmen          

•• 

Perday   ... 

Work  by 
0    8    4 

the  piece 
0    4    6 

Work  by 

the  piece 

Bakers        

• 

Per  week... 
Per  hour .. 

1    0    0 

1    8    0 

1    2    0 
0    0    4^ 

1  13    0 
0    0    7 

Tailors         

■: 

Perday    ... 
Per  week... 

1    0    0 

0  "3    7 

1  7    0 

1  "6    0 

1  "7  a 

Furriers      

11 

0  17    9 

1    2    0 

Work  by 

the  piece 

•  Exdaslre  of  board. 

t  Oenetrally  paid  by  the  piece. 
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KORWAY. 


Annex   E. — Table  showing   Wages  in  Chiistiania    during    the 
Years  1895  and  1897 — continued. 


Occupation,  Ac. 

1895. 

1897. 



From- 

To- 

Prom— 

To— 

£    «.    d. 

£    /.    d. 

£    «.    d. 

£    «.    d. 

Ilattert— 

Journeymen      

Perday    ... 

0    S    8 

...• 

...• 

Workmen          

»• 

0  "i    2 

0    2    9 

... 

'.'..* 

Shoemakers— 

Journeymen      

.' 

Per  week:;: 

0    2    9 

0    8    4 

1  "6  0 

1  "6    0* 

Workmen          

Perday  ... 
Per  week... 

0  "i   5 

0  "2    6 

1  "6  0 

1  "6    0* 

Carpenters- 

Journeymen      

{ 

Perday    ... 
Per  hour ... 

0    3  10 

0    6    0 

0  "6  5 

0    0    7 

Workmen          

{ 

Perday   ... 
Per  hour  ... 

0  "i   9 

0    8  10 

o'o  5 

0    0    7 

Iklasons — 

Journeymen      

{ 

Perday    ... 
Per  hour  ... 

0    5    0 
... 

0    5    6 

0    6    8 
0    0    8 

0    7    9 
0    0    9^ 

Workmen           

...   Per  day   ... 

... 

0  "4    5 

0    6    7 

0    6    8 

Painters- 

Journeymen      

f    Per  hour  ... 
\.  Perday    .. 

0    0    5i 

0    0    7 

0    0    6 
0    5    0 

0    0    71 
0    5    7 

Workmen          

/ 1  Per  hour  ... 
1  Perday    ... 

0  '6    5i 

0  *0    7 

0    0    4i 
0    4    0 

0    0    6 
0    5    0 

Printers       

.      1                 M             -. 

0   "i    4 

0  "5    7 

0    4    5 

0    6    1 

Butcheis     

...| 

...t 

...t 

...t 

...t 

Porters  and  stowers 

...   Per  hour ... 

0    0    6 

0    0    8 

0    0    6 

0    0    3 

Timber  yard  labourers- 

i 

Summer  

J  Perday   ... 

0    2    2 

0    2    9 

... 

Winter     

...I                 Tl 

0    2    2 

0    2    6 

... 

... 

Day  labourers — 

Men         

,f 

0    2    2 

0    2    9 

0    2    9 

0    4    6 

Women 

•           

0    1    5 

0    1     8 

0    1    8 

0    2    2 

*  Generally  work  by  the  piece. 

t  lOd.  to  U.  Id.  per  head  killed ;  thus  they  can  earn  lis.  to  I8«.  6d.  per  diem. 


Abendal. 


Trade. 


Shippiag. 


Timber. 


Money. 


Shipbuilding. 


Wood-pulp. 

New 
company. 


Mr.  Vice-Cousul  Kallevig  reports  as  follows  :— 

The  trade  of  this  district  has  on  an  overage  heen  very  satis- 
factory during  the  year. 

The  shipowners  have  had  a  good  season ;  steamers  have  given 
the  owners  much  money,  and  the  sailing  vessels  have  likewise 
been  working  with  a  good  profit. 

The  timber  trade  has  likewise  been  very  encouraging;  the 
prices  abroad  have  been  favourable,  and  the  merchants  have  not 
for  a  long  time  had  a  year  like  1899. 

The  money  market  has  unfortunately  been  uncommonly 
depressed.  Money  has  been  very  scarce  and  expensive,  and 
consequently  this  has  had  some  influence  upon  all  commerce. 

The  time  for  building  vessels  of  wood  is  past.  Iron  ship- 
building is  increasing  here,  and  in  Grimstad,  2  Norwegian  miles 
away,  they  are  preparing  a  dockyard  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  export  of  wood-pulp  is  yearly  increasing,  and  the  prices 
have  been  satisfactory. 

In  my  report  for  1898  I  mentioned  a  new  company  called 
Barbu,  with  large  waterfalls  and  excellent  grounds  along  the  sea. 
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A  German  company  has  been  formed  with  a  capital  of  about 
50,000/.  for  the  production  of  electricity  and  erection  of  manu- 
factories, and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  in  working  order  in 
1902. 

Commerce  with  the  United  Kingdom  is  increasing ;  the  import  ComnMrce. 
of  coals  and  the  export  of  wood  are  augmenting. 

Comfortable  first-class  passenger  steamers  are  weekly  running  BoaW. 
between  Tyne  Dock,  Grangemouth,  and  Arendal,  and  tliey  are 
recommended  to  tourists. 


Bekgen. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Gran  reports  as  follows : — 

The  trade  of  Bergen  during  the  past  year  has  upon  the  whole  Trade 
not  been  satisfactory,  except  shipping,  which  has  this  year  given 
good  results. 

Both  the  cod  and  the  herring  fisheries  were  poor,  and  Pigheries : 
the  quantities  caught  were  smaller  than  known  for  a  long  Cod. 
period.  The  catch  of  cod  was  reported  to  amount  to  33,000,000 
only,  against  40,000,000  in  1898,  which  also  was  below  an  average 
year.  About  24,000,000  were  prepared  as  "  klipfish "  and 
9,000,000  as  "stockfish."  Owing  to  the  small  quantity  of  fish 
the  curers  obtained  very  high  prices,  which  gave  them  a  good 
profit- 

The  fish  being  of  very  good  quality,  large  and  fat,  gave  a  heavy  Cod-iiver  oil. 
production  of  cod-liver  oil.  The  exportation  of  cod-liver  oil 
amounted  to  62,000  barrels  against  43,000  barrels  in  1898.  The 
amount  of  steam-refined  medicinal  oil  was  one  of  the  largest  ever 
known ;  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  price  was  very  low,  viz., 
45  kr.  (2/.  10s.)  per  barrel,  but  rose  little  by  little,  so  that  the 
price  later  in  the  season  was  63  kr.  (3/.  10«.). 

The  fat  herring  fishery  was  poor,  and  the   quantity  caught  Herrings 
amounted   to   190,000   barrels  only,   mostly    small  herrings  of 
inferior  quality.     Also  the  sloe  herring  fishery  gave  a  very  poor 
result,  and  did  not  exceed  30,000  bturrels. 

The  catch  of  spring  herrings  gave  a  better  result,  and  amounted 
to  350,000  barrels,  of  which  about  one-half  was  exported  fresh 
in  ice  to  England.  The  total  quantity  of  all  kinds  of  herrings 
caught  amounted  to  570,000  barrels*  against  600,000  barrels  in 
1898,  and  1,230,000  barrels  in  1897. 

The  shipping  trade  has  this  year  also  been  very    satisfactory,  Shipping, 
though  freights  have  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  shown 
a  falling  tendency. .  The  total  tonnage  of  steamers  belonging  to 
Bergen  amoimts  to  about  173,000  register  tons  net. 

The  number  of  tourists   was  greater  than  in   many   years  Touriau. 
previous,  and  the  number  of  yachts  that  called  at  this  port  was 
also  greater,  being  57  against  28  in  1898. 

Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  consist  chiefly  of  coals  and  importg  from 
groceries.    ITie  import  of  coals  is  regularly  increasing.  the  United 

Kingdom. 
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BERGEN. 


Money.  Money  has  been  scarce  on  account  of  the  many  speculations 

in  properties,  and  the  rate  of  discount,  that  usually  is  from 
4  to  4J  per  cent.,  was  exceptionally  high,  and  varied  from  5J 
to  6J  per  cent.  i>er  annum. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  Bergen  during  the  Year  1899. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Brandy        

Coals 

Coffee          

Molasses 

Sugar          

Wheat  flour 

Wines          

Tons. 

48 

164,887 

67 

1,813 

1,421 

506 

19 

Eettjrn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Bergen  to  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  Year  1899. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Butter         

CodoU 

Fi«b,  dried 

.    Tons  . 

tf    * 

467 
606 

1,267 
442 
896 
264 

1,890 

404 

87 

8,695 

„    "klipfish"    .. 

„    fresh,  in  ice  . . 
Herring,  salted 

„        fresh,  in  ice 

Ore 

Skins,  hides 

Lobsters 

»>    • 

1 
.  1      )f    • 

»»    • 

\  1  Kumb< 

1 

jr 

BODO. 


Trade. 
Mining. 

Tourists. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Falck  reports  as  follows  : — 

Trade  during  the  past  year  has  not  been  very  flourishing 
owing  to  the  cod  and  herring  fishery  giving  rather  poor  results. 

Mining  in  diflerent  places,  particularly  the  Sulitelma  copper 
mines,  has  given  good  profits. 

The  principal  import  from  Great  Britain  has  been  coal. 

The  building  of  a  quay  has  not  yet  commenced,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  money. 

The  early  part  of  last  summer  was  hot  and  dry,  the  lat^r  part 
rainy  and  cold,  and  owing  to  this  the  number  of  tourists  was 
small. 

Crops  were  up  to  the  average. 

The  state  of  health  in  this  district  was  good. 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bodo  during  the 
Year  1899. 


Entered. 

SaUlQtf 

steam. 

ToCaL 

NatioiiaUfc7. 

Knmber  of 
YesMb. 

«r«—       '  Number  of 
T«"-           Ve«ele. 

Toub. 

Number  of 
Yeaeels. 

Tom. 

British      

Norwegian 

SwediBh     

Danish      

12 
9 
1 
2 

9,662 

5.348 

780 

1,524 

12 
9 

1 
2 

9,662 

5S48 

780 

I.W4 

Total 

1         ...                   24 

1 

17,314 

24 

17,314 

Cleared. 


Sailing.                              Steam.                ;                Total. 

1 

NationaUt7. 

Number  of  !      -.^.,          Number  Of 
VeMeJs.    1     /**"*■       ,     Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VeiMls. 

Tons. 

BritiBh      

Norwegian 

SwediOi     

Danish      

:::     '    :::         'S 

1         ...                   1 

...                      2 

9,662 

5,348 

780 

1.524 

12 
9 

1 
2 

9,662 

5,348 

780 

1,624 

Totol 

...      ;      ...      1      24 

17,814      '          24 

17,314 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Bodo  during  the 
Years  1899-98. 


Ariicle& 


CoalB  and  coke 
Salt    .. 
Oil     .. 
SpiriU 
Wine.. 
Meat  .. 
Sugar.. 
FraitB 
Yarn,  cotton 


Tons 
Kilos. 


Quantity. 


1899. 


69,870 
2,368 

65,003 
6,941 
5,961 

76,128 

14,048 
8,626 

12,802 


1898. 


85,800 
950 

55,290 
8,449 
7,685 


2,879 
11,870 


/ 


Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of   Export  from  Bodo  during 
the  Years  1899-98. 


I 


Qaantiij. 


ArtielcB. 


1899. 


Sulpbar  pyrites 
Copper  ore    .  • 
Herrings 
Stock-fish      .. 


Tons  , 


Birrels 
KiloBi.. 


27,618 

7,270 

12,844 

89,770 


1898. 


7,988 
4,800 


(bl4) 
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CHRISTIANSAND. 


Christiansand. 

Mr.  /ice-Consul  liheinliardt  reporls  as  follows: — 
The  trade  of  the  year  in  this  district  lias  been  good  and  this 
city   has   not   been   much   affected    by   the    monetary   crisis  in 
Christiania. 

Timber.  The  prices  for  sawn  deals  have  been  good,  and  there  has  been 

an  increase  of  shipments  to  Belgium,  whereas  less  has  been  sent 
to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  markets  for  pitprops  and  mining  timber  were  good  and 
the  quantity  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  was  about  the  same 
as  in  1898. 

The  export  of  woodpulp  to  Belgium  and  France  was  smaller 
than  in  the  previous  year,  but  to  the  United  Kingdom  about  the 
same.  Prices  were  not  favourable  during  the  yeai-,  but  improved 
at  its  close. 

The  quantity  of  paper  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  Continent  shows  an  increase,  but  prices  were  low. 

Fisheries.  The  lobster-fishing  was  good.     The  lobsters  are  almost  exclu- 

sively exported  to  Germany. 

The  salmon,  mackerel,  and  herring  fishings  were  bad. 

Felspar.  In  the  export  of  felspar  to   I'elgium,  Holland,  and  Germany 

there  has  been  a  considerable  increase,  but  the  export  to  the 
United  Kingdom  has  diminished. 

Shipping.  Only  4  iron  steamers,  and  no  wooden  vessels,  have  been  built 

in  the  district.  Nineteen  wooden  vessels,  measuring  5,081  regis- 
tered tons,  7  iron  vessels,  measuring  6,430  registered  tons,  and 
3  steamers,  measuring  620  registered  tons,  altogether  12,131 
registered  tons  have  been  bought  during  the  year,  mostly  in 
foreign  ports ;  whereas  9  wooden  vessels,  measuring  2,557  regis- 
tered tons,  were  sold,  mostly  to  foreign  ports. 

Crops.  The  hay  and  potato  crops  in  this  district  were  small,,  but  the 

quality  good.  The  grain  crop  was  very  small  and  the  quality 
inferior. 
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Table  showing  the  Volume  or  Weight  of  the  Principal  Goods 
Exported  from  the  Port  of  Christiansand  during  the  Years 
1898-99. 


1898. 

1899. 

Goods. 

Cubic  ft. 

Total 
Export. 

Export  to 
the  United 
Kingdom. 

Total 
Export. 

Export  to 
the  United 
Kingdom. 

Sawn  deals  . . 

1,728,000 

384.000 

1,949,664 

212,575 

Pit-props  and  timber 

If 

1,088,000 

944,000 

1,026.112 

964,192 

Wood-pulp  . . 

Tons      .. 

5,456 

2,220 

5,158 

2,206 

Paper 

>*        •• 

4,435 

2,850 

4,952 

8,588 

Salmon  and  trout  . . 

9$               •  • 

80 

44 

60 

87 

Lobsters     .  • 

»                •  • 

118 

1 

121 

0} 

Mackerel,  fresh      .. 

84 

88 

98 

24 

salted    .. 

»                *  * 

215 

,, 

161 

•  • 

Herrings,  fresh 

»>                •  • 

189 

169 

98 

60 

salted    .. 

»>                •  • 

24 

1 

89 

, , 

Felspar 

ft               •• 

2,811 

1,450 

4,732 

979 

Christiansund. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Parelius  reports  as  follows : — 

Trade  has  for  the  last    year  been   increasing,  the   tonnage  Trade, 
of  vessels  entering  and  clearing  showing  328,540  tons,  against 
317,969  tons  in  1898. 

The  trade  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  this  port  has 
also  for  the  last  year  been  carried  on  by  the  Wilson  line  of 
steamers  with  Hull,  and  'the  Norwegian  line  with  Newc£istle-on- 
Tyne. 

The  shipping  of  dried  codfish  to  the  Mediterranean  countries 
is  principally  in  the  hands .  of  the  Norwegian-Spanish  line  (Otto 
Thoresen).  The  shipping  of  the  same  article  to  the  Trans- 
atlantic ports  has  been  carried  on  by  the  Wilson  line  via  Hull, 
and  the  Norwegian  line  vi&  Hamburg.  By  the  Wilson  line 
have  been  shipped  about  2,886  tons  of  codfish,  against  2,216  in 
1898. 

The  chief  export,  dried  codfish,  has  been  somewhat  smaller  Export, 
for  the  last  year,  amounting  to  19,000  tons,  against  20,200  tons 
in   1898,  but  on  account  of   the  small  catch  prices   have   been 
very  high,  and  thus  the  export  for  the  last  year  can  be  valued  at 
about  400,000^.,  against  300,000^.  in  1898. 

The  export  of  herrings  shows  a  very  low  figure,  on  account 
of  the  bad  catch,  and  amounts  to  2,000  tons  of  salted  herrings, 
against  4,600  tons  last  year.  The  export  of  herrings  in  ice  amounts 
to  4,200  tons,  valued  at  about  23,400/. 

The  export  of  butter  has  not  been  so  large  this  year,  probably 
on  account  of  the  bad  saramer,  which  gave  a  very  poor  growth  to 
(614)  C  2 
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CHRISTIANSUND. 


Imports. 


Paotories. 


Births  and 
deaths. 


the  grass.  The  export  only  amounts  to  250  tons,  against  282  tons 
in  1898. 

The  principal  articles  of  import  are  : — Salt,  about  12,600  tons ; 
coals,  about  14,500  tons ;  and  colonial  products,  226  tons. 

There  are  no  enterprises  in  which  British  capital  is  employed. 

Two  factories  have  been  erected  last  year,  one  for  preserving 
fish,  and  one  for  artificial  butter  (margarin). 

No  births  nor  deaths  of  British  subjects  have  been  reported  to 
this  Vice-Consulate  during  the  last  year. 


EBTuaN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of 
Christiansund,  K,  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

1809. 

1898.' 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity,     j      Value. 

Dried  codfish   .. 

Cod      oils,     roe,     fish 

manures 
Herrings,  salted 
„        on  ice 
Butter 

Tone. 
19,000 

1,800 

2,000 

4,200 

250 

£ 
400,000 

16,000 
20,000 
28,400 
28,000 

Tons. 
20,200 

2,800 
4,600 

'282 

£ 
800,000 

23,000 
30,000 

26,000 

Total 

1      481,400 

..           j      879,000 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  the  Port  of 
Christiansund,  N.,  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Colonial  products 

Salt       

Coals 

Tons. 

226 

12,600 

14,500 

£ 
18,000 
10,000 
18,500 

Tons. 

700 

15,000 

15,000 

£ 
27,000 
10,000 
12,000 

Total 

•• 

86,500 

•• 

49,000 
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Ebturn  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Christiansund,  N.,  during 

the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

NationaUfcy. 

Number  of 

Tons. 

Number  of  j      «^, 
Veseela.    1      *^""'" 

Number  of 
VeflMle. 

Tons. 

British      

Norwegian 
Ofchercoontries  ... 

56 
163 
78 

48,619 
88,711 
27,548 

1 

804 
497 

66 

165 
74 

48,519 
84,015 
28,045 

Total 

292 

154,778 

8          1          801 

295 

155,579 

Cleared. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationalit7. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  ol 
Vessels. 

Tuus. 

British       

Norwegian 
Other  countries  ... 

56 

215 

31 

43,(M9 

117,701 

•0.766 

4 
1 

479 
497 

56 
219 
82 

43,519 

118,180 

11,-^62 

Total 

302 

171,985 

5 

976 

3U7 

172,&6l 
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Egersund. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Puntervold  reporta  as  follows  : — 

The  past  year  was  prosperous  for  trade,  following  the  general  Trade, 
rise  in  business,  though  with  little  export  from  the  district, 
the  products  being  sold  within  the  country,  especially  earthen- 
ware, the  leading  produce  of  the  place,  the  abolition  of  the  old  low 
customs  tariflfs  between  Norway  and  Sweden  quite  hindering  the 
intercourse  of  the  two  countries  in  these  articles. 

Shipping  gave  a  good  result  for  the  few  sailing  vessels  stiU  Shipping, 
belonging  to  the  place,  but  the  sailing  fleet  of  the  place,  formerly  of 
considerable  tonnage,  not  being  renewed  after  losses  and  sales, 
the  tonnage  now  has  gone  down  very  much. 

The  fisheries  gave  a  good  result,  the  salmon  fishing,  though  Fifl^eries. 
being  middling  because  of  the  very  dry  weather  during  the  whole 
summer,  with  little  water  in  the  rivers,  which  hindered  the  fish 
from  entering  the  rivers  from  the  sea. 

The  mackerel  fishing  in  May  and  June  was  improving,  but  the 
fishing  fleet  not  yet  being  brought  up  again  after  the  late  bad 
years  to  the  former  number  of  fishing  boats,  no  export  took 
place,  as  the  produce  was  consumed  in  the  country. 

The  mackerel  fishing- by  hook  during  the  autumn  was  very 
good,  with  high  prices,  the  product  being  salted  and  exported 
to  the  United  States  of  America  through  other  Norwegian  places 
with  direct  steamer  lines  for  America. 

The  mackerel  this  autumn  was  mostly  caught  close  to  the 
northern  and  middle  part  of  the  Dogger  Bank,  where  the  fish  this 
year  was  found  to  be  stopping  on  a  certain  spot  a  very  long 
time  in  abundance  and  of  an  excellent  quality. 

As  usual  the  chief  imports  of  the  place  were  clay  from  England  Imports, 
and  coals    from   Great  Britain  carried    by    Norwegian    vessels, 
only   one   small   British   steamer  during  the  year  discharging  a 
cargo  of  fire  clay. 

The  export  consisted  only  of  small  quantities  of  fish.  Exports. 

As  stated  in  my  previous  reports,  titanic  iron  ore  is  exported  Iron  ore. 
every  year  to  Fiume,  where  there  seems  to  be  a  certain  demand 
for  this  ore.     The  export  this  year  was  2,055  tons,  which  all  went 
to  Fiume. 

The  place  was  only  visited  by  old  vir.itors  fur  fishing,  most  TouristB. 
tourists   only   passing   througli   for   the   northern    parts   of    the 
country. 

The  harvest  was  under  medium,  the  vegetation  being  hindered  Hanrest 
by  the  unusual  dry  weather  which  prevailed  during  the  whole 
summer. 
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Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  Egersund  during 
the  Year  1890. 


From— 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Valae. 

United  Kingdom 
France 

Coals        

China  clay 

Fireclay 

Flint  stone 

Ton**. 

7.288 
618 
777 

753 

£ 

6,460 

618 

540 

410 

Fredrikshald. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Klein  reports  as  follows : — 

The  number  of  British  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  tliis  port  Shipping, 
during  1899  was  14,  amongst  which  one  vessel  of  2,190  reg.  tons 
loaded  a  full  cargo  of  planed  wood  for  Australia. 

Timber  freights  for  sailing  vessels  have  been  somewhat  better, 
but  as  wages  of  crew  and  cost  of  provisions  have  risen  at  the  same 
time,  the  result  hos  not  been  much  better  than  in  former  years. 

The  steamer  fleet  of  this  port  has  done  well.  It  lias  been 
increased  by  a  6,000  tons  boat,  whilst  one  of  2,500  tons  has  been 
sold  to  China.  Owners  intend  replacing  her  as  soon  as  possible, 
but  find  prices  at  present  too  high. 

The  export  of  all  kinds  of  wood  goods  has  been  very  large,  but  ^V'ood. 
as  prices  have  been  lower  than  during  1898,  exporters  can  only  be 
said  to  have  liad  a  good  average  year.  For  delivery  1900  prices 
have  advanced  considerably,  and  as  most  of  the  stocks  have  been 
cleared,  and  the  demand  from  all  countries  continues  brisk,  every- 
thing tends  to  show  that  prices  will  remain  at  the  present  high 
level  for  some  time  to  come. 

An  unprecedented  drought  during  summer  and  autumn  reduced  Tulp, 
the  production  of  pulp  considerably,  and  as  the  prices  makers  had 
accepted  for  delivery  over  1899  were  low,  the  result  of  last  year's 
trading  has  been  very  poor.  AboUt  the  end  of  the  year  the  effect 
of  the  continued  drought  commenced  to  be  felt.  Stocks  were  low, 
the  production  small,  whilst  the  demand  increased  enormously. 
The  result  was  that  prices  advanced  steadily  and  have  now 
reached  a  level  which  is  as  unprecedented  as  the  drought. 

The  electric  works  of    the  town  are  now  ready,  and  supply  Electricity 
electricity  for  light  and  motive  power. 
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Beturn  of  Exports  and  Imports  at  the  Port  of  Fredrikshald 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Exports. 


Articles. 

Cubic  metres. . 

»} 
»♦ 

tt 
Tons.. 

Quantity. 

TotaL 

Wood- 
Planed          

Sawn 

Hewn 

Pitprope        

SUres 

Firewood,  Ac. 

67,809 

48,442 

5,611 

37,712 

4.148 

7,684 

166,851 
21.858 

'%- 

Hoist 

CeUaloee           

8.978 

17.268 

107 

Granite 
Felspar 


6,026 
918 


Imports. 


Articles. 


Coal 
Coke 

Malt 
Wheat  flour 

Rye      » 

Barley 
Maize 
Oleo-margarine,  &.c. 


Quantity. 

185,098 

16,584 

87,425 

392,829 

I, '95  878 

166,061 

]  93,071 

242,285 


Fkederikstai>. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Thiis  reports  as  follows : — 
Trade.  The   past   year   may   again    be    characterised   as   being   very 

prosperous  in  nearly  all  branches  of  trade.  The  anticipated 
collapse  of  the  feverish  building  speculations  in  Christiania  has 
also  naturally  been  felt  here,  especially  amongst  the  brick  luanu- 
facturers,  who  have  suffered  severely.  Generally  speaking,  how- 
ever, trade  has  been  good  and  the  turnover  considerable  in  nearly- 
all  branches. 
Bank  rate.  The  tightness  of  the  Norwegian  money  market,  which  was 

again  a  result  of  the  unfortunate  state  of  affairs  in  Christiania, 
also  made  money  here  very  dear.  The  bank  rate  for  discountiug 
one  month  bills,  which  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  opened 
at  6  per  cent.,  rose  in  July  to  6^  per  cent,  and  in  October  to 
7  per  cent.,  which  rate  is  still  ruling. 
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The  working  man  again  experienced  a  veiy  favourable  year,  Wage«. 
wages  having  maintained  the  same  high  level  as  in  1898.  The 
failures  and  restricted  production  amongst  the  brick  manufacturers 
was  naturally  felt  jmiongst  the  workmen  employed  in  this  branch 
of  the  trade,  but  they  appeared  nearly  all  to  have  obtained 
ready  employment  in  this  and  in  the  neighbouring  districts,  espe- 
cially in  the  granite  trade,  which  was  very  brisk  throughout  the 
year. 

The  number  of  British  vessels  which  entered  this  port  was  33  British 
with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  22,106  tons,  against  40  vessels  of  shipping. 
23,732  tons  in"  1898.     Of  the  total  cleared,  24  were  loaded  with 
timber  and  nine  with  granite.     Seven  of  the  above  vessels  were 
steamers  aggregating  5,233  tons. 

The   conditions   have    again    been   very   favourable    for    the  Timber  trade, 
timber  trade  and  a  large  and  remunerative  business  was  done. 

Prospects  for  the  coming  season  continue  favourable  for 
nearly  all  kinds  of  timber  and  especially  for^  flooring  boards, 
which  is  the  chief  export  of  this  district. 

The  total  export  of  timber  here  as  compared  with  the  two 
previous  years  has  been  as  follows  : — 


Quantity. 

1897. 

18C8. 

1899. 

Flooring  boards 

Sawa  wood        

Hewn  timber 

Round  timber 

Staves 

•Firewood           

Cubic  metres. 

821,544 

112,541 

1,673 

15,940 

20,«06 

51,351 

Cubic  metres. 

305,059 

118,458 

5,798 

15.008 

19,044 

59,668 

Cubic  metres. 
294,844 
95,964 
14,813 
29,650 
18,893 
47,952 

Total 

528,355 

518,080 

501,116 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  statistics,  the  exportation  of  Flooring 
flooring  boards  was  again  a  trifle  lighter  than  in  the  previous  year,  boards, 
but  Fredei'ikstad  as  usual  remains  the  centre  of  the  Norwegian 
flooring  trade,  having  again  shipped  over  50  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
of  the  Norwegian  export. 

The  exportation  of  flooring  boards  to  the  different  countries 
abroad  from  this  district  wp3  as  follows : — 
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Country. 

Quaotiiy. 

United  Kingdom <> 

Denmark 

Iceland        

Ckrmany 

Netherlands           

Belgium 

France 

South  Africa           

Australia 

Cubic  metres. 

183,182 

312 

266 

1,683 

80,275 

3,988 

167 

28,742 

46,329 

Total       

294,844 

Exports  to 
the  British 
colonies. 


Freigl;t8  and 
shipping. 


Fisheries. 


Felspar, 


At  the  close  of  1898  prices  per  nominal  standard  for  the  usual 
dimensions,  1  inch  by  7  inches,  mixed  white  ci.f.  to  good  ports  on 
the  West  coast,  declined  from  81.  1 5s.  to  8/.  10s.  Later  on  sales 
were  apparently  effected  at  8/.  bs,  and  even  8/.  was  accepted  for 
early  spring  shipment.  As  the  year  advanced,  the  market,  how- 
ever, became  firmer  and  prices  stiffened  considerably,  owing  to  a 
lively  demand  from  the  British  market.  During  the  autumn 
prices  rose  to  9/.  for  mixed  white  to  the  West  coast,  and  sales 
have  since  readily  been  effected  at  this  figure  for  early  shipment 
in  1900.     The  basis  price  for  1st  quality  redwood  is  about  11/.  5s, 

Shipments  to  Austiulia  were  somewhat  lighter  than  in  the 
previous  year,  whereas  South  Africa  consumed  about  12,000 
standards  against  about  6,500  in  1898.  The  latest  price  obtained 
for  redwood  floorings  to  South  Africa  was  9/.  per  standard  f.o.b.  for 
falling  Ists,  2nds  and  3rds,  and  to  Australia  8/.  per  standard  for 
whitewood  and  9/.  for  redwood.  The  material  increase  in  shipments 
to  South  Africa  was  no  doubt  chiefly  owing  to  the  fact  that  buyers 
bought  heavily  in  the  autumn,  in  the  hopes  that  the  present 
difl&culties  in  South  Africa  would  be  satisfactorily  settled  before 
the  goods  had  time  to  arrive  at  their  destination. 

The  position  of  the  merchant  fleet  in  this  district  does  not 
call  for  any  material  comment.  A  certain  number  of  the  older 
craft  were  partly  wrecked  and  partly  converted  into  lighters, 
so  that  the  number  of  commercial  vessels  in  the  district  is 
smaller  than  in  previous  years.  A  few  vessels  were  again  bought, 
and  a  couple  of  cargo  steamers  added  to  the  fleet,  but  the 
change  from  sail  to  steam  still  proceeds  very  slowly.  Freights 
opened  about  the  same  as  in  the  spring  of  1898,  and  stiffened  as 
usual  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  owing  partly  to  the 
increased  demand  for  smaller  tonnage  to  British  ports. 

The  herring  fishery  was  again  a  complete  failure,  which  was 
severely  felt  by  the  fishing  community  at  Hvaloerne. 

The  quantity  of  felspar  shipped  last  year  was  about  2,700 
tons,  against  500  tons  in  1898.  The  heavier  shipment  last 
season  was,  however,  not  due  to  any  increased  production,  which 
was  about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  but  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the   figures  comprised  also  the  bulk  of  the   quantity 
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extracted  from  tl)e  mines  during  1898,  which  on  account  of  the 
total  absence  of  snow  could  not  then  be  brought  down  to  the 
railway  stations.  Prices  did  not  show  any  material  change,  and 
ranged  from  17  to  18  kr.  per  ton  for  first  quality,  and  from  6  to 
8  kr.  for  second  quality  f.o.b.  Prospects  appear  favourable  for 
the  coming  year. 

The  expoi  tition  of  ^anite  was  considerably  larger  than  in  Granite. 
1898.  Prices  were  good,  the  average  rate  for  kerb  being  about 
27s.  6d.  per  ton  f.o.b.,  against  9.5s.  per  ton  in  1898.  The  demand 
was  brisk,  especially  from  the  United  Kingdom,  to  wliicji  country 
the  bulk  w^as  exported.  A  considerable  quantity  of  dressed 
blocks  were  shipped  to  Plymouth  and  to  Libau  in  fulfilment 
of  Government  contracts.  The  market  became  rather  stagnant 
at  the  close  of  the  year,  as  buyers  seemed  to  be  holding  back.  It 
is  not  improbably  that  somewhat  easier  prices  may  be  looked  for 
in  the  spring. 

In  my  last  report  I  stated  that  prices  of  bricks  would  come  Bricks, 
down  with  a  rush  in  the  event  of  a  collapse  amongst  the  building 
speculators  in  Christiania,  and  that  the  result  would  be  disastrous 
to  manufacturers.  This  has  unfortunately  proved  only  too  true. 
Prices  which  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  opened  at  from 
22  to  24  kr.  per  1,000  bricks  f.o.b.,  dropped  suddenly  down  to 
about  9  kr.  per  1,000.  This  naturally  resulted  in  money  diffi- 
culties for  many  of  the  new  mills,  which  had  been  erected  at  a  heavy 
expense.  Two  of  the  42  works  now  registered  in  this  district 
stopped  payment,  and  others  are  working  under  considerable 
financial  difficulties.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  factories 
raised  the  production  to  about  150,000,000  bricks  against 
90,000,000  bricks  in  1898.  Of  the  above  quantity  about  ' 
50,000,000  were  shipped  to  Christiania,  and  the  rest  to  Sweden 
and  the  West  coast  of  Norway.  The  outlook  for  the  coming 
season  has  improved  a  little,  sales  having  recej)tly  been  effected 
at  about  12  kr.  per  1,000  bricks  fo.b. 

The  chief  imports  consisted  of  coal,  coke,  iron,  manufactured  Importe. 
goods,  general  provisions,  machinery,  electric  plant,  engineering 
materials,  &c. 

Other  articles  of  export  besides  those  previously  mentioned  Exports 
were  sawdust,  condensed  milk,  oxalic  acid,  acetic  acid,  smoked 
herrings,  paper,  wood-pulp,  charcoal,  tar,  &c. 

The  public  health  has  been  good  during  the  year.  Public  health. 

1 898    was   again   a   very   busy    year    at    the    "  Fredrikstad  Steamehip 
Mekaniske  Vorksted,"  owned  by  Messrs.  J.  and  H.  Jensen  and  building  aod 
Dalil  of  Christiania,  about  500  workmen  being  employed  through-  ™»«^^^«''y- 
out  the  year.     One  steamer  of  900  tons  dead  weight  and  three 
smaller  were  launched,  and  at  present  several  large  steamers  and 
two  torpedo  boats  for  the  Norwegian  navy  are  in  course  of  con- 
struction.    During  the  year  boilers  with  a  total  heating  surface  of 
about  40,000  square  feet  were  built,  also  15  steam  engines,  with  a 
total  of  2,700  efTective  horse-power,  and  five  engines  for  steamers 
with  together  2,600  indicating  horse-power  were  constructed. 

The  port  of  Sarpsborg  was  visited  by  three  British  steamers  Port  of 

Sarpsborg. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Impoito. 


46 


FBEDEBIKSTAD 


and  one  sailing  vessel,  aggregating  together  2,325  tons.  The 
steamers  were  chartered  for  the  conveyance  of  pulp-wood  to 
France  and  Holland,  and  the  small  sailing  vessel  arrived  from 
Hamburg  with  electrical  plant,  and  left  again  for  Fredrikshald 
in  ballast.  The  many  new  factories  which  have  been  erected  in 
Sai'psborg  during  the  last  few  years  have  entailed  a  large  influx  of 
workmen,  and  the  town  is  consequently  yearly  increasing  in  size. 
The  two  large  electric  power  stations  erected  by  the  Kellner 
Partington  Paper  Pulp  Company,  Limited,  on  one  side  of  the 
river,  and  by  the  Aktieselskabet  Hafslund  on  the  other  side,  were 
completed  last  year.  Besides  finishing  their  power  station  the 
Aktieselskabet  Hafslund  also  completed  the  erection  of  their 
carbide  factory,  electric  railway,  and  mechanical  works.  In  the 
power  station  there  are  erected  electric  machines  for  the  produc- 
tion of  about  8,000  horse-power,  of  which  5,000  horse-power  are 
used  for  the  manufacture  of  calcium  carbide,  and  1,200  horse- 
power for  the  conveyance  of  electric  light  and  power  to  the 
neighbouring  districts,  especially  to  Fredrikstad.  One  machine  of 
about  1,200  horse-power  is  continually  held  in  reserve.  At 
present  the  Company  are  busy  extending  their  power  station  to 
16,000  horse-power,  or  double  the  quantity  which  they  can  at 
present  dispose  over.  The  station  can,  if  necessary,  be  increased 
by  a  further  7,000  to  8,000  horse-power  in  addition  to  the  16,000 
horse-power  mentioned  above.  The  second  carbide  factory,  which 
receives  its  power  from  the  Kellner  Partington  Paper-Pulp  Com- 
pany, Limited,  has  been  working  with  about  1,500  horse- power, 
which  represents  an  annual  production  of  calcium  carbide  of 
1,500  tons.  This  quantity  is  about  a  third  of  what  the  factory 
expects  to  be  able  to  produce  in  the  course  of  next  year.  The 
Aktieselskabet  Hafslund  produce  about  5,000  tons  yearly,  or,  say, 
100  tons  per  week. 

For  the  manufacture  of  the  calcium  carlnde  the  Aktieselskabet 
Hafslund  imported  last  year  10,000  to  12,000  tons  of  limestone, 
and  5,000  to  6,000  tons  of  gas  coke,  and  the  Aktieselskabet  Carbide 
Industri  1,300  and  2,000  tons  respectively.  The  limestone  is 
imported  from  Faxe  in  Denmark,  and  the  gas  coke  almost 
exclusively  from  the  United  Kingdom.  Other  imports  were  coal, 
all  kinds  of  machinery,  and  electric  plant.  The  latter,  which  was 
imported  chiefly  for  account  of  the  Aktieselskabet  Hafslund,  and 
which  is  worked  exclusively  by  water-power  derived  from  the 
Sarpfos,  came  from  a  Nuremberg  firm,  who  are  large  shareholders 
in  this  concern. 
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Eeturn  of  British  Shippincr  at  the  Port  of  Frederikstad  engaged 
in  the  Carrying  Trade  of  Foreign  Countries  and  British 
Possessions  during  the  Year  1899. 


Entered. 


Country. 


Total 


Wiih  Cargoes. 


In  Ballas't. 


N'umber  of 
Vessels. 


Norway     

Denmark ' 

Germany I 

British  Empire    ... 

fiolland     I 

Belgium    ' 


Tons. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


229 


229 


8,673 
2.V83 
81041 
1,724 
3,f88 

2L877 


Total. 


Number  of 
Vessel*. 


83 


Tons. 

2,268 
8,873 
2,283 
8,270 
1.724 
3,688 

22,106 


Cleaked. 


With  Cargoes. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Country. 

i  Number  of 
;     Vessels. 

Tons. 

130 
21,976 

Number  of         ,, 
Vessels                wns. 

Nuoiber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Belgium    ... 
BriUsh  Empire    . 

1 
32 

33 

; 

82 
83 

130 
21,976 

Total  ... 

22,106 

1 

22,106 

Return  of  Britisli   Shipping  at  the  Pore  of  Sarpsborg  engaged 
in   the   Carrying   Trade  of  Foreign   Countries   and   British 


Possessions  during  the  Year  1899. 
Entered. 


Country. 


Norwsy  ... 
Germany  ... 
Sweden     ... 

ToUl  ... 


With  Cargoes. 


In  Ballast. 


Totah 


Number  of  I 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


177 


Number  of 
Veseels. 


Tons. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


I 


1,456 
692 


177 


I       2,148 


Tons. 


1,456 
177 
692 

2,825 


Cleared. 


1 
Wiih  Cargoes.          i             In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Country.          | 

'  Number  of 
Vessels. 

•P«—        1  Number  of 
T^^°»-       I     Vessels. 

Ton^. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Norway     

Holland     1           1 

British  Empire    ...;          2 

1           1 
728 
1.426 

177 

1 
1 
2 

177 

7. '3 

1,425 

Total '           8 

2,148        1            1 

177 

4 

2.325 
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FLKKKEFJORD. 


Flekkefjord. 


Trade. 


Shipping. 
Fisheries. 

Salmon. 


Mackerel. 

Lobster. 

Salmon 
batching. 


Sport. 
Kiselguhr. 

Molvhdenite. 


Calcium 
oarbido. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Eyde  reports  as  follows : — 

Business  was  very  good  during  the  first  part  of  the  year,  but 
from  July  it  suffered  from  the  great  insolvencies  in  Christiania, 
want  of  money,  and  a  high  discount  rate.  The  chief  industiy,  the 
tanneries,  did  much  better  this  year,  and,  after  losiug  the  Swedish 
market  owing  to  the  abolition  of  the  tariff  agreement  with 
Sweden,  they  seem  to  succeed  in  the  severe  competition  with  the 
American  hemlock  leather,  which  formerly  was  in  great  demand 
on  the  Norwegian  market. 

Steamers  as  well  as  sailing  vessels  have  done  well  this  year. 

1'he  total  result  of  the  fisheries  was  this  year  better  than 
in  1898,  the  prices  being  somewhat  higher  this  year. 

The  salmon  catch  was  also  sm«dl,  this  year  32,000  lbs.  being 
caught,  as  against  23,000  lbs.  in  1898,  most  of  which  were  shipped 
in  ice  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  mackerel  catch  was  95,000  fish,  as  against  92,000  fish  in 
1898,  mostly  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  ice. 

The  lobster  catch  was  as  in  1898— about  10,000. 

The  Aaen  Sire  Salmon  Fishery  Company  hatched  1,150,000, 
as  against  1,100,000  the  previous  year.  The  Norwegian  Govern- 
ment paid  also  this  year  as  a  kind  of  subvention  55/.,  for  each 
250,000  fry  hatched  by  the  company. 

The  Eiver  Kvina  is  still  leased  by  the  same  English  gentleman 
as  last  year. 

A  British  company,  called  "The  Anglo-Norwegian  Kiselguhr 
Company,  Limited,"  exported  some  lots  of  Kiselguhr.  The 
company  will  for  the  next  year  work  more  and  more,  and  seems 
to  succeed  in  the  sale  of  the  material. 

The  sale  of  the  Molybdenite  mine,  which  I  mentioned  in  my 
last  report,  was  not  efiected.  The  mine  belongs  to  the  Knabens 
Grube  Company.  As  the  mine  hitherto  has  been  worked 
the  mineral  cannot  be  sold  with  advantage.  It  would  require 
an  outlay  of  about  2,000/.  for  machinery,  &c.,  in  order  to  work 
the  mine  rationally,  but  the  company  will  not  spare  so  much 
money,  they  prefer  to  sell  it  to  another  company.  The  price 
required  last  year  was  1,500/.,  for  the  mine  with  one  house 
for  the  labourers,  and  one  house  for  the  work,  together  with  all 
tools  and  other  accommodation  belonging  to  the  mine.  It  was  not 
worked  in  1899,  as  there  was  a  stock  from  the  year  before. 

The  calcium  carbide  factory  which,  according  to  my  last  report, 
was  going  to  start,  has  not  yet  been  built,  I  suppose  owing  to  the 
late  bad  state  of  the  money  market. 
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Annex  A. — Ekturn 

of  Principal 

Articles  of   Export  from 

Flekkefjord 

during  the  Years  1899-98. 

1899. 

1898. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Tanned  leather 

Lbs. 

,, 

48,000 

2,400 

105,000 

6,500 

Mackerel  in  ice 

>9 

•  • 

190,000 

1,250 

202,000 

1,150 

Salmon  in  ice 

»f 

, , 

29,000 

1,800 

18,000 

760 

Other  fiah  in  ice     . . 

tt 

•  • 

20,000 

80 

36,000 

120 

Lobsters,  alire 

Number. . 

8,000 

480 

8,500 

500 

Minerals    (molybde- 

nite)        ..         . .;  Tons 

, , 

2 

300 

8 

450 

Kiselgnhr    ..         ..        „ 

•  • 

229 

600 

•  • 

•  • 

Other  articles         ..| 

•• 

500 

•• 

550 

Total.. 

•• 

•  • 

6,910 

10,020 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Flekkefjord  during 
the  Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

1899.                   ^                   1898. 

• 

Quantity.          Value.       ,    Quantity. 

Valurj. 

Baw  hides 

Bark  and  bark  extract 

for  tanning  ..         •• 
Cotton     and    woollen 

goods 

Hardware 

Coals 

Tobacco 

Machinery 
Other  artielea  .. 

Tons.        !           £          !        Tons. 
£18        i        14,000      ;          205 

740                  7,900                 464 
1 
10        1         2,500                  12 
80        1         1,000                  40 
800                    800       j       MOO 
4        !            400       ;              9 
1,600 
2,000      1 

£ 
13,000  ' 

2,500 

3,000 
1,200 
3,000 
900 
1,660 
8,000 

ToUl 

80,200       I 

1                        < 

28,250 

Annex  B. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of 
from   and    Imported    to    Flekkefjord 


all  Aiticles  Exported 
to    and    from   other 


Uountries  durin 

g  tne  Years 

i«yy-y». 

Country. 

Eiports. 

Imports. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

United  Kingdom 

Brazil 

Sweden 

Germany 
Other  countries 

£ 

2,600 

8,000 
800 
510 

£ 

2,400 

0,600 
850 
170 

£ 

6,650 

11,100 

800 
11,600 

550 

£ 

7,600 
9,000 

200 
11,100 

860 

Total     .. 

6,910 

10,020 

80,200 

28,250 

(614) 
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Ebturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Flekkefjord  during 
the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tuns. 

BritUh      

Norwegian 

Danish      

Flnniih     

Bnssian     

Other  ooumries  ... 

Total 

12 
2 

I 

218 
896 

8,204 

.  18 

6,016 
"272 

80 
2 

1 
1 

... 

8V606 
218 
896 
272 

16 

19 

6,288      I          84 

9,492 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Nmnberof         ^ 
Vessels.           *°°"* 

Number  of         «^«. 
Vessels.           ^**"»- 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Briiiah      

Norwegian 

Danish      

Finnish     

Dutch        

Other  oountries  ... 

10                 2,065 
1         !           109 

..!     !     ..!'' 

12          1         2,870 

17                 6,528 
1                   "85^ 

27 

1 
1 

1 

7,598 
109 
896 
858 

Total 

18                  5,881 

80          1         8,451 

Haugesund. 


Shipping. 

Spring 
herrings. 


Mackerel. 


Whaling 
boEineBB. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Jacobsen  reports  as  foilows : — 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  the  most  prosperous  since  this 
Vice-Consulate  has  been  established. 

Shipping  has  been  exceptionally  good.  The  tonnage  has  been 
increased  with  17  steamers  (7,931  r^stered  tons). 

The  spring  herring  fishery  has  been  carried  on  with  good 
results  in  this  district.  The  catch  was  about  525,000  barrels,  and 
prices  left  a  good  profit  for  exporters.  During  the  season  regular 
steamers  (British  as  well  as  foreign)  are  trading  between  here 
and  Hull,  Newcastle,  and  London. 

The  mackerel  catch  has  been  fairly  good ;  this  article  is  chiefly 
exported  to  America. 

The  whaling  business  on  the  coast  of  Iceland  gave  good 
profits. 
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Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Haugesund  during 
the  Years  1898-99. 


1898. 

1899. 

Articles. 

_ 

Qoantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Herrings,  salted    . 

.    Tons 

18,948 

98,878 

22,046 

124,542 

„          iced,  anc 

I 

inboraeicacid   . 

•       >i         •  • 

28,046 

64,018 

14,566 

40,491 

Kippers 

•       „         •  • 

614 

5,709 

71 

988 

Mackerel,  salted    . 

•       »i         •  • 

108 

2,284 

250 

5,827 

Lobsters      . . 

.    N  amber 

18,989 

505  ' 

18,471 

524 

Salmon,  iced 

.    Tons      . . 

U 

161 

1 

80 

Train  oil     .. 

„         •• 

60 

706 

•  • 

, , 

Margarine  .. 

•       »         •  • 

, , 

, , 

3 

188 

Fish,  iced   .. 

•       II         •  • 

. , 

, , 

38 

525 

Other  articles 

•• 

13,858 

•• 

16,866 

Total   .. 

•• 

180,618 

•  • 

189,481 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Haugesund  during 
the  Years  1898-99. 


ArUcles. 

Tons      .. 
f  1         •  • 
If         •• 

19               •• 

Bundles. . 

•  • 
Tons 

1898. 

1899. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coals 

Salt 

Cotton   and    linen 

goods 
Machinery  .. 
Metals 

Barrel  hoops  (willow) 
Other  articles 
Canvas 

19,905 
12,692 

17i 

"120 
103,405 

•  • 
6 

£ 
12,886 
11,988 

6,224 
2,808 
8,686 
2,686 
49,444 
506 

19,812 
14,165 

17i 

"120 
80,000 

"   7i 

£ 

12,658 
11,410 

6,139 
1,806 
8,666 
2,222 
70.111 
778 

ToUl       .. 

•• 

98,677 

•• 

112,286 
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HAUGKSUND. 


KsTURN  of  the  Trade  between  Haugesund  and  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Coonlrj. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1898 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

United  Kingdom 
Gennan  J 

Italy 

HolUnd 

Other  countriei* 

£ 
61,111 

119,507 

62,881 
127,100 

£ 
40,278 

58/299 

£ 

45,188 

42,800 

12,500 

3.480 

8.872 

Total 

180,618 

189,481 

98,577 

112,285 

NoTB.— With  regard   to  exports  for  1898  and  1899  and  imports  for  1898, 
Germany,  Italy,  and  Holland  are  counted  together  with  "other  countries." 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Haugesund  during  the 

Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Sailing.                                Steam.                                 TotaL 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

•p«—         Number  of 
T«n»-            Vessels. 

Tons.           Vessels. 

Tons. 

British      

Norwegian 
Swedish     ...       ... 

DanUh      

Dutch 

Gennan     

Bussian      

87 
10 

10 

5,655                207 

128                  84 

ft 

18 

1,817      ,           10 

76,168      '          244 

7,850                  44 

270                    5 

6,408                  18 

1,317 

81,8U 

7,478 

270 

6,408 

ToUl      

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

47                 5,1 88                269 

91,608                816 

97,291 
89,076 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of'       -,on. 
Vessels            ions. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British      

Norwegian 

Swedish     

Danish      

Dutch        

*68 
14 

5^*852 
872 

22        1       10.529 

821         ,     102,269 

56               12,646 

22        ;         6,028 

8        1         8,6»7 

22 

384 

70 

22 

8 

10,529 
108.121 

13,018 
6,028 
8.587 

Total      

„    for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

77 

6,224 

429        1     185,004 

506 

141,228 
126,008 
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Kragero. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Parker  reports  as  follows : — 

The  past  year  has  given  satisfactory  results  to  the  trade  in  Trade. 
general  in  this  town  and  district. 

Freights  have  ruled  high  and  continue  to  do  so,  to  the 
advantage  of  the  shipping  community,  and  the  timber  and  ice 
trades  have  been  flourishing  in  1899. 

The  wood-pulp  trade  has  also  made  good  profits,  and  the  out- 
look for  the  timber  trade  for  1900  is  very  good  indeed. 

A  new  felspar  mill  is  now  working,  and  a  company  which  has  Indastries. 
bought  several   large   waterfalls   near  the  town    is  thinking  of 
starting  a  calcium  carbide  and  other  factories  to  be  worked  by 
electricity  from,  these  waterfalls. 

Should  this  new  company  be  able  to  do  what  they  are  pro- 
posing, Kragero  may  in  time  become  one  of  the  largest  manu- 
facturing towns  in  the  south  of  Norway. 

No  failures  of  any  consequence  have  taken  place  here  last  year. 


Larvik  and  Sandefjord. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Dahm  reports  as  follows : — 

The  total  export  of  timber  of  all  kinds  in  1899  was  28,115  tons,  Trade, 
against  33,585  tons  in  1898. 

Of  planed  boards,  which  is  the  staple  article  of  export,  14,281 
tons  were  exported,  as  against  12,547  tons  in  1898.  Of  this 
quantity  9,527  tons  were  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
while  the  corresponding  quantity  in  1898  was  10,958  tons. 

The  prices  ruling  for  the  first  nine  laonths  of  the  year  were 
somewhat  below  those  of  1898,  but  rose  considerably  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  and  for  delivery  in  1900. 

The  principal  articles  of  import  from  the  United  Kingdom 
are  the  same  as  before,  viz.,  coals,  coke,  and  salt.  The  principal 
articles  of  export  to  the  United  Kingdom  being  timber,  ice,  wood- 
pulp,  and  granite.  The  export  of  wood-pulp  was  curtailed  to 
about  half  the  usual  quantity  owing  to  the  severe  drought  pre- 
valent throughout  the  whole  year,  as  the  wood-pulp  mills  are 
dependent  on  water-power  for  driving  the  turbines. 

Three  British  steamers  and  six  sailing  vessels  visited  these  Shipping, 
ports   in   1899,  against  six    steamers    and    four  sailing  vessels 
in  1898. 

Freights  kept  on  a  high  level  throughout  the  year,  with  a  rising  Preighte. 
tendency. 
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Lofoten. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Church  reports  as  follows : — 

Compared  with  1898  there  was  little  improvement  in  either  ^^^ 
the  cod  or  the  herring-fishing  industry  as  regards  quantity  of  fish 
obtained,  but  prices  showed  a  marked  increase. 

Both  import  and  export  returns  show  an  increase  in  quantity, 
with  exception  of  cod,  guano,  and  salt;  values  have  also  risen 
considerably. 

About  27,000  men  and  6,100  boats  were  en^ed.    The  results  <^  flilieri««. 
of  the  fishing  since  1897  are  given  in  the  following  tables : — 

Inner  Lofoten. 


Tear. 


Total 
Fish. 


Salted 
Fish. 


Dried 
Fish. 


UiUions.     Millions.  MIIUobb. 

1897  ...         25A  ,      19  .'h  e.'a 

1898  ...         16  8i»,,  e^n 

1899  ...         16  '      lO/a  ^A 


Cod 

Heads 

(for 

Quano). 


HUllons. 
9A 


Roe. 


Tons. 
2,710 
2,060 
2,070 


Medicinal 
Oil. 


Trade 
OU. 


Tons.  Tons. 

1,826  880 

1,126  I      400 
1,845  610 


Value. 


£ 
292,220 
188,840 
263,000 


OuTtiR  Lofoten  and  Vesteraalen. 


Year. 


Total  Pish. 


I  Millions. 

1897 4tfe 

1898 1,^ 

1899 2^ 


Roe. 


Tods. 
597 
289 
276 


The  fish  were  unusually  large  and  fat.  Prices  were  much 
higher  than  last  year,  commencing  at  18  kr.  (19*.  llrf.)per  100, 
and  attaining  the  maximum  30  kr.  (33*.  2d,)  at  the  end  of  March. 

Buyers  who  prepared  the  fish  as  split  cod  (klipfisk)  did  exceed- 
ingly well,  notwithstanding  the  high  prices  of  the  fish,  but  those 
who  purchased  hung  and  dried  fish  (stokfisk)  in  many  cases  lost 
money,  much  of  the  fish  being  frozen. 

Livers  were  fatter  than  for  many  years  past,  only  from  250  to  Liven. 
450  fish  being  necessary  to  yield  1  hectolitre  liver,  which  gave  an 
average  of  56  per  cent,  of  oil.    Prices  ranged  between  10  kr.  (11*.) 
and  20  kr.  (22*.  Id.)  per  hectolitre. 

Prices  commenced  at  4  kr.  (4s.  5d.)  for  loose  roes  and  reached  Bot. 
16  kr.  (17s.  8rf.)  for  packed  salted  roes.     The  same  ill  fortune 
attended  many  exporters  as  last  year,  but  the  fishermen  did  pretty 
well. 

The  quantity  of  guano  exported  was  much  less  than  last  year  Guano, 
but  prices  showed  a   marked  advance.      About  9,600,000  cods 
heads,  besides  backs,  &c.,  were  obtained  by  the  guano  factories, 
while  a  large  number  was  retained  by  the  fishermen  to  feed  their 
cattle. 
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LOFOTEN. 


Fiihermen. 


HttningB. 


Cattle  disease. 

Harboar 

works. 

Freights. 


Crops. 


Tourists. 


Although  the  fishing  was  so  small,  yet  the  high  prices  gave 
average  earnings  to  each  fisherman  of  lOZ.  5«.  6d,,  or  4Z.  is.  more 
than  in  1898. 

In  Nordland  there  were  101,000  barrels  (of  116  litres)  of 
herrings  salted,  at  prices  from  4  kr.  (45.  5d.)  to  20  kr.  (225.  Id.) 
per  maal  of  150  litres  or  33  gallons. 

The  quality  was  indifferent  and  the  fish  small,  in  spite  of  which 
good  prices  were  obtained  by  exporters ;  this  result  was  materially 
assisted  by  the  bad  fishing  in  Scotland  and  Holland. 

No  case  of  cattle  disease  has  been  reported  in  this  district. 

The  breakwater  at  Hovden  has  been  completed  and  improve- 
ments commenced  in  the  harbours  at  Aa  and  Tind. 

Although  freights  were  higher  than  last  year,  there  was  a 
falUng-off  in  the  quantity  of  coals  carried  in  British  vessels,  Nor- 
wegian vessels  supplying  the  most  tonnage. 

Hay,  about  a  medium  year  as  regards  quantity,  but  deficient  in 
quality.     Potatoes,  oats,  and  barley,  perhaps  under  the  average. 

British  tourists  visited  the  district  throughout  the  season. 


Annex  A.~Eetubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Lofoten 
and  Vesteraalen  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 

1898. 

1899. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Fish  gnano  (cod) 

(herring).. 

Fish  oil 

Stockfish 
Salted  herrings 
Fresh  fish  in  ice 

Tons. 
881 

"2 

87 

42a 

80 

£ 
4,489 

"69 

952 

1,965 

889 

Tons. 

345 

79 

78 
150 
589 

•  • 

£ 

2,645 
400 
1,055 
5,400 
6,770 

Total     .. 

•• 

7,814 

.  • 

16,270 
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Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Lofoten  and  Vesteraalen 
during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Artidea. 

1898. 

1899. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coal 

Gaano  bags 

Salt        

Articles    for   manufac- 
ture of  margarine   . . 

Coflfee 

Sugar 

Woollen  goods  . 

Brandy 

Firebricks 
Machinery 
Other  articles  .. 

Tons. 

10,151 

5 

1,850 

177 
6 

2 

1 

"22 

£ 

7,110 
179 
780 

4,188 
860 

248 

200 

'891 

Tons. 

16,192 

7 

768 

282 

1 

1 

8 

2 

105 

27 

87 

£ 
12,958 
244 

680 

6,626 
29 
22 
883 
251 
186 
600 
898 

Total     .. 

'        18,401 

22,817 

Annex  B. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Lofoten  and  Vesteraalen 
to  and  from  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Country. 


United  Kingdom 

Germany 

United  Statesof  America 

Italy 

Portugal 

France 

Belgium           •  •         • . 
Sweden 

Total     .. 


Exports. 

Imp 
1898. 

orts. 

1898. 

1899. 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

889 

. . 

7,805 

14,107 

6,523 

11,039 

1,095 

884 

, , 

4,080 

6,226 

952 

2,018 

485 

, , 

, , 

, , 

315 

660 

.. 

511 

141 

418 

,, 

1,480 

.. 

52 

•  • 

222 

•• 

•• 

7,814 

15,270 

18,401 

22,817 
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LOFOTEN. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Ports  of  Lofoten  and  Vesteraalen 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Enteked. 


Sailing. 

Tons. 

Stei 

im. 

Tons. 

Total. 

Natlonmlity. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Brittsh       

Norwegian 
Other  countries  ... 

"*2 

2 

1,*604 
750 

4 
12 

I 

4,400 
9,69S 
1,348 

4 
14 
8 

4,400 
10,667 
2,098 

Total 

4 

1,764 

17 

16,841 

17.098 

Cleaked. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

ToUl. 

NationaUtj. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Brittoh      

Norwegian 
Other  countries  ... 

"2 
2 

"661 
423 

4 
12 

1 

2,607 

6,286 

681 

9,474 

4 
14 
8 

2,607 
6,987 
1,104 

Total 

4 

1,074 

17 

21 

10,548 
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JiAKDAL. 


Mandal. 


Trade, 


Shipping. 


Timber. 


Fisheries. 


Agriculture. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Andorsen  reports  as  follows : — 

The  result  of  the  general  trade  of  the  district  in  1899  may  be 
said  to  have  been  very  satisfactory,  since  it  must  be  considered  to 
be  equal  to  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  perhaps  slightly 
above  it. 

The  shipping  business  was  profitable.  Freights  reached  a  point 
which  has  not  been  known  for  several  years  past.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1899  thelfleet  of  this  port  numbered  56  vessels, 
measuring  37,004  tons  register. 

As  to  the  timber  trade,  no  important  change  took  place, 
and  the  owners  of  the  saw-mills  seem  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
result. 

The  catch  of  salmon  and  lobsters  did  not  exceed  that  of  an 
average  year,  but  the  prices  obtained  for  salmon  were  good, 
and  lobsters  have  never  reached  such  prices  as  during  the  past 
year. 

Owing  to  a  very  dry  summer,  the  hay  and  potato  harvest  was 
somewhat  below  the  average. 


Annex  A. — Eetubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Mandal 
durmg  the  Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

■  Timber 

Birch-staves    and    fir- 
staves 

Lobstera..         •« 
Salmon  in  ice  . . 

Bark 

Ice         

Other  articles  .« 

Tons. 
10,480 

624 

1-6 
9-6 

116 
271 

£ 
18,166 

697 
196 
846 

"7 

884 

Tons. 
10,446 

876 
8-6 
9 

•  • 

609  -6 

£ 
14,417 

428 
416 
810 

•  • 

1,627 

orotai    ., 

•• 

16,634 

•• 

17,697 
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Rktubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Maiidal  duriii;; 
the  Years  1899-98. 


ArticlM. 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantitj.    ; 

Value. 

Qnantity. 

Value. 

Cotton  goods    .  • 
Woollen  goods .  • 
Corn  and  floor . . 
Wine  and  spirits 

Coals 

Otlier  articles  .. 

TonA.        1 

10 

6 

80 

7 

1,877 

.=          120 

£ 

1,116 
1,427 
565 
452 
1,564 
4,159 

Tons.       1 

7 

6 
43 

7 
1,831 

£ 

809 

1,539 

297 

52< 

1,526 

5,718 

Total     .• 

■  ■          *  * 

9,283 

..    1 

8.410 

Annex  B.— Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Mandal  to  and  from  Foi^eign  Countries 
during  the  Tears  1899-98. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1 
1899.        1 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

United  Kingdom 
Denmark,  Iceland,  and 
the  Faroe  Islands    . . 
Germany 
Other  oonntries 

£          1 
2,973 

11,380 

405 
876       ! 

£    " 
2,561 

14,179 
957 

£ 
3,623 

1,268 
3,836       ; 
556 

£ 
8,175 

1,205 

3,514 

516 

Total     .. 

15,684 

17,697 

9,283       I 

1 

8,410 
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MANDAL. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mandal  during  the  Year 

1899. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationAlltj. 

Number  of 
VeMeU. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
VeaeeU. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
VeaMU. 

1 

Nonregiui 

Swediah     

Duilsh       

BritUh      

129 

1 
8 
2 

9,645 
64 
270 
149 

7 

1,114 

186 
1 
8 
2 

270 
149 

ToUl      ... 
„  for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

185 
129 

10,128 
7,105 

7 
8 

1,114 
2,689 

142 
187 

11.242 
9,794 

Cleared. 

Steam. 

1               SaiUng. 

Total. 

NaUoiulitj. 

Number  of 
VeueU. 

Tom. 

1  Number  of 
Veatelf. 

Tona. 

Number  of 
Veaaela. 

Tooa. 

Norwegian 

Swediah     

Dnniih      

BriUah       

German     

106 
8 
8 

1 

9.588 
864 
287 
118 
168 

80 

"*2 

1 

4.944 
'*570 

186 
8 

J 

1 

14,482 
864 

857 

lis 

168 

Total      

„  forthejear 
preceding     ... 

114 
141 

10,970 
18.892 

82 
12 

5,514 
8,8M 

146 
158 

16,484 
17,280 
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MOLDS. 


i!:'/ 


Ill; 


MOLDE. 

Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  Owren  reports  as  follows : — 

SWpping.  No  British  merchant  vessel  entered  this  port  during  1899, 

but  37  British  tourist  steamers,  with  a  tonnage  of  8,000  tons  and 
3,000  passengers,  as  well  as  52  British  yachts,  with  450  passengers, 
called  at  Molde.  Her  Majesty's  Training  Squadron  stayed  at 
Molde  from  July  1  to  5. 

Fisherioa.  The  total  catch  of  herrings  was  about  13,300  barrels,  to  a  value 

of  about  265,000  kr.  (about  14,561/.).  The  quality  was  a  little 
better  than  the  year  preceding.  The  catch  of  cod  amounted  to 
about  1,025,000  fishes.  The  fish  was  in  better  condition  and  tlie 
liver  fatter  than  last  year. 

Butter.  Five  new  dairies  were  started  in  the  district   and  the  butter 

exported  to  Great  Britain  was  197,100  kilos. 

Agriculturo.  Com  and  potatoes  gave  an  average  harvest.     The  crop  of  hay 

was  also  good  but  sufiTered  from  rain  during  the  harvest.  A  new 
agricultural  school  for  the  county  of  Ramsdal  has  been  established 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Molde. 

Imports.  The  chief  articles  of  import  from  the  United  Kingdom  were 

coals,  hai-dware,  and  textile  goods. 

TojrisU.  About  6,000  tourists,  of  whom  about  4,000  were  British,  visited 

Molde  during  1899. 

Health.  Public  health  has  been  good  during  the  whole  year 


Annex  A. — Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Molde 


Ai  tides. 


during  the  Years  1899-98. 


1899. 


1898. 


Butter  ..      • 
Fish  mf  nure 
Other  articles 

Total 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

197 

298 


£ 

19,500 

1,600 

150 


21,250 


Tons. 


Value. 


18,067 


■\^l 


i 


Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Molde  during  the 
Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coals 

Malt 

Other  articles  * , 

Tons. 

1,750 

28 

£ 
1,750 
1,180 
6,000 

Tons. 

•  • 

£ 
•• 

ToUl     .. 

•  t 

8,980 

•  • 

8,125 

1 
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Annex  B. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported ' 
from  and  Imported  to  Molde  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Year. 

Value. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1899        

1898 

£ 
21,250 
18,057 

£ 
8,930 
8,126 

Moss. 

'  Mr.  Vice- Consul  J.  H.  Vogt  reports  as  follows  :  — 

During  1899  this  port  has  been  visited  by  17  British  steamers  shipping, 
and   three  British  sailing  vessels,  the  same  number  as  last  year. 
The  steamers  mostly  came  from  the  Black  Sea  or  the  United 
Kingdom  with  grain  and  discharged  only  part  cargo  here.     Only 
four  British  steamers  from  America  discharged  the  whole  cargo. 

The   import   trade   has  not  been  as  large  in  1899  as  in  the  import.-, 
previous  year.     The  quantity  of  rye  imported  is  much  smaller 
than  before,  barley  is  about  the  same,  but  the  import  of  maize 
has  increased  more  than  double  what  it  was  the  last  few  years. 
Import  of  coals  is  about  the  same. 

The  exi)ort  is  about  the  same  as  last  year.     The  wood  pulp  was  Exports, 
this  year  as  usual,  mostly  sent  to  dififerenc  European  ports.     The 
export  of  paper  has  increased  much,  and  mostly  goes  to  the  United 
Kingdom,   but  some   is   sent  vi&   Hamburg  to  India  and   other 
countries. 

There   are   now   two   new  floating  docks  of  about   250  feet  Docks, 
length   together,   which    have    been    occupied    every   day   since 
September  last.      These  docks  are  combined  with  Moss  Varft, 
Bjergnings  and  Dykker  Company,  which  also  owns  two  salvage  Salvage 
steamers.  steamera. 

The   two  mechanical   works   here,  "  Moss  Varft,  Bjergnings  Mecluuucal 
and    Dykker    Company,"    and   *'Moss    Jernstoberi   and    Mek- works. 
Vaerksted"   have   had   sufficient    work   all   the  year  and    have 
employed  about  350  men. 

Besides  the  Moss  Glasvark,  which  started  here  in  the  autumn  of  QUas  aianu- 
1898,  the  Jelo  Glasvark  has  started  here  in  March  last.     The  pro-  factories, 
duction   of   this   manufactory,   which   chiefly  consists   of   lamp- 
glasses,   tumblers,   and   finer    glasses,  has    about    the  value  of 
175,000  kr.  a  year.    The  manufactory  is  about  to  make  bottles 
also. 
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MOSS. 


Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Moss  during 
the  Year  1899. 


Articles. 


Wood-pulp 
Paper 
Props 

Boards,  battens,  &c. 
Cork  cuttings     .  • 
Spirits     . . 
Ice 

Spath      .. 
„     flour 
Old  metal 
Coke 
Rye 

Anchovies 
Preserves  •  • 

Bran       •  •         .  • 


Cubic  metres. 


Litres. 
Register  tons, 
'Ions 
Kilos. 

'  Tons 
{  Kilos, 
I  Litres. 
Kilo& 


Quantity. 


2,176,375 

801,163 

6,922 

18,685 

24,875 

276,222 

9,619 

885 

65,350 

12,684 

588 

260,000 

15.-236 

4,137 

8,142,500 


Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Moss  during  the 

Year  1899. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Coals 

Glauber-salt 

Salt         

%e          

Barley 

Tons  . 
I*    • 

Kilos.; 

26,262 

l,802i 

253 

22  882,176 

6,515,290 

Wheat 

Maize 

»»     • 

128,360 
6,682,175 

Rye  floor            

Wheat  flour        

Barley  flour       

Bran        

Potato  flour       

Malt        

»     • 
it     • 
l>     • 

908,864 

58,800 

19,600 

196,932 

102,860 

25,464 

Rice        

Limestone          ..         ••         •« 

})     • 

200,116 

2,700,760 

6,094 

1,614 

Kroner 
11,450 

Tobacco  leaves 

Potatoes 

Machines.  •         ••         •• 

Hecto] 
Value 

itres  \' 
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Hbturk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Moss  during  the 
Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Safllnff. 

Steam. 

TotcJ. 

Natloaalltj. 

Nomborof 
Vaaaela. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
1     Yeanb. 

Tone 

Nnmberof 
Veasela. 

Tons. 

BiiUth      

nmrwttUn 
Swwliah     ^ 

Dmniflli      

Boflflian     ...       ... 

Qanuui     

DMeb        ...       ... 

S 
81 
S2 
21 

"l 

1 

261 

21,703 

1,048 

2.106 

"628 
779 

18 

47 
6 

2 

1 
4 
... 

18,089 

10,678 

898 

2,4a5» 

217 

801 

16 
121 
87 
28 

1 
11 

1 

18,860 

82,876 

1,941 

•4,544 

217 

9/9 

779 

Total     

„  for  the  year 
preoadlng     ... 

148 

m 

26,524 
48,961 

62 
94 

82,612 
44.842 

210 
226 

69,186 
98,808 

Cleared. 

Sail 

In*. 

Steam. 

To«i-J. 

Natf»iulU7. 

Koaiborof 
VaaMla. 

Torn. 

Number  of 
Yeawla. 

Tons. 

Nomberof 
VeM«lB. 

Tons. 

Brifciah      

Daaiah      

Oannaa     Z       Z 
Dtttoh        

1 
67 

U 
... 

6 
... 

87 

21,406 

1,U5 

1,608 

661 

9 
89 

4 

"*6 

9.420 

40,104 

771 

1,144 

778 

10 
146 
40 

10 

9,607 

61,509 

2,106 

2,747 

1,880 
... 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preoedlDff     ... 

24,991 
27,994 

108 
121 

62,217 
54,287 

221 
201 

77,208 
82,281 

(61*) 
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Skisnsfjord. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  James  Franklin  reports  as  follows : — 

The  number  of  British  vessels  which  reported  at  this  Vice-  British 
Consulate  in  1899  was  41,  of  21,916  raster  tons,  whereof  26  ^'^W*"*?- 
were  steamers  and  some  of  large  tonnage.     Several  more  entered 
the  district,  but  did  not  report  having  previously  done  so  at  some 
other  port  in  Norway  and  only  remaining  here  a  few  hours  to 
load  part  cargoes,  were  exempted  from  reporting. 

These  41  vessels  are  recorded  as  clearing  outwards,  8  with 
ice,  12  with  timber,  11  with  pulp  and  paper,  «Scc,  3  with  copper 
ore,  and  7  in  ballast. 

Those  which  did  not  report  themselves  called  to  take  up  small 
lots  of  pulp  and  paper. 

The   facilities   for  navigating   this   fjord  are  being  increased  Nayigation. 
yearly  by  an  addition  to  the  number  of  small  lighthouses  and 
leading  lights,  &c.,  and  a   complete  set  of  signals  for  day  and 
night  is  arranged  for  use  at  the  bridge  over  the  -river  in  Porsgruml 
and  will  shortly  come  into  force. 

A  project  is  also  on  foot  to  blast  away  considerable  quantiti*\s 
of  rock  in  the  river  between  the  bridge  at  Porsgrund  and  Skieu. 
whereby  the  fairway  will  be  very  considerably  widened  and 
deepened. 

Vessels  should,  however,  never  omit  to  employ  local  pilots 
when  navigating  this  river,  they  can  always  be  had  by  signalling 
oflF  the  custom-house  at  Porsgrund. 

A  passage  is  always  kept  open  through  the  ice  in  the  winter 
by  icebreakers. 

Freights  have  ruled  very  firm  and  the  past  year's  trading  has  Preighta. 
been  satisfactoiy  for  shipowners.  The  very  exceptionally  high 
coal  prices  towards  the  end  of  the  year  have,  however,  acted  some- 
what disturbingly  for  steamers,  which  are  more  and  more  usurping 
the  place  of  sailing  ships,  even  in  the  timber  carrying  trade, 
as  well  as  in  pulp  and  paper. 

Larger  and  larger  sized  boats  too  are  comhig  into  the  trade, 
taking  part  cargoes  and  filling  up  elsewhere  wlien  whole  cargoes 
are  not  arranged  for. 

It  is  noticeable  that  time-chartering  is  becoming  more  and 
more  in  vogue  amongst  Norwegian  owners. 

The  general  impression  in  shipping  circles  seems  to  be  that 
freights  will  continue  to  rule  high  in  1900. 

The  only  vessel  of  any  size  now  building  here  is  a  wooden  Shipbuilding, 
steamer,  which  is  being  specially  built  and  fitted  for  the  ice- 
carrying  trade. 

Several  small  iron  passenger  and  local  cargo  steamboats  have 
been  built  and  launched  from  the  Porsgrund  ironworks.  As 
previously  mentioned  British  capital  could  doubtless  find  profit- 
able employment  in  this  district  in  this  line  coupled  with  a 
dry  dock  for  which  there  are  quite  exceptional  facilities. 

The  ice   tmde   has    been    fairly   good,   but   can   scarcely   be  Ice  trade, 
termed  better  than  an  average  year.    The  quantities  which  are 
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exported  from  this  district  are  exceedingly  large  and  on  th(^ 
increase. 

The  ice  crop  this  winter  (1900)  will  be  very  expensive  indeed 
to  get  housed  owing  to  the  enormous  masses  of  snow  that  have 
fallen  on  the  lakes. 

If  an  unusually  early  spring  with  mild  weather  does  not  set 
in  and  destroy  the  ice  there  will  be  over  an  average  supply ;  but 
as  the  securing  of  the  ice  crops  is  much  delayed  by  the  quantity 
of  snow  that  has  to  be  removed,  there  is  very  little  probability  of 
more  than  an  average  supply  being  housed.  For  the  reasons 
above  stated  the  exporters  will  be  justified  in  holding  for  high 
prices  in  spite  of  a  full  supply,  if  the  demand  for  Norway  ice  in 
1900  be  not  reduced  owing  to  Germany  and  other  countries 
having  secured  large  quantities  of  ice  off  their  own  lakes,  of  which 
there  seems  to  be  a  great  probability. 

The  export  of  copper  ore  from  this  district  has  been  incon- 
siderable. 

The  import  of  coal  has  been  very  large  and  continues  to 
increase  yearly.  Several  buyers  have  of  late  found  difficulty  in 
covering  their  requirements  even  at  greatly  enhanced  prices. 

The  timber  trade  of  1899  must  be  characterised  as  unusually 
good  on  the  whole.  Of  course  the  higher  prices  of  the  logs  as 
also  the  increased  wages,  consequent  upon  good  times  in  general, 
have  detracted  considerably  from  the  profits  which  the  increased 
sale  prices  would  appear  to  have  left  to  the  exporters.  The 
United  Kingdom  takes  the  greatest  proportion  of  the  exports 
excepting  red-wood,  deals  and  battens,  for  which  Continental 
buyers  are  actively  competing  at  good  prices. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  on  the  whole  continental  buyers  are 
more  eager  to  buy  than  British  importers  at  present.  After 
June,  18ii9,  prices  which  had  been  weaker  then  stiffened,  con- 
tinued to  rise  gradually  the  whole  autumn,  and  are  now  steady 
at  high  figures  with  no  inclination  to  a  relapse,  at  any  rate  in  the 
more  valuable  kinds  of  wood.  Whether  they  will  remain  so  for 
any  length  of  time  must,  of  course,  depend  upon  the  proportion 
between  supply  and  demand  in  the  immediate  future.  There 
will  undoubtedly  be  a  full  supply,  as  the  good  prices  have 
stimulated  log  getting  to  the  very  utmost ;  but  on  the  other  hand 
the  demand  seems  to  have  ever;  prospect  of  keeping  up,  judging 
from  all  accounts,  added  to  which  the  cost  price  to  the  exporter  of 
the  fresh  supplies  will  be  so  high  owing  to  the  enhanced  price 
of  the  raw  material  this  winter  that  there  can  be  no  tendency  to 
relax  prices  when  selling  to  consumers. 

It  may  also  be  expected  that  there  will,  in  due  course,  be  a 
good  demand  for  timber  in  Africa  when  things  have  again  settled 
down  after  the  war.  The  high  freights  will  also  help  to  keep  up 
prices. 

This  district  is  a  very  important  centre  of  the  pulp  and 
paper  trades,  and  there  are  many  regular  liners  engaged  in  the 
carrying  of  these  goods.  On  the  whole  the  trade  of  1891) 
must  be   characterised   as  scarcely  an  average  one  as  regards 
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profits  for  either  of  them  from  several  causes.  The  bulk  of 
the  sale  contracts  are  generally  made  up  the  autumn  previous 
to  the  year  in  which  the  goods  are  shipped,  as  also  are  the 
purchases  of  the  raw  materials  required  in  the  manufacture 
of  the  pulp  and  paper.  The  sale  prices  in  the  autumn  of  1898 
were  low  owing  to  slackness  in  demand,  consequently  the 
shipments  of  1899  have  been  carried  out  at  unfavourable  prices. 
Add  to  this  the  fact  that  the  purchase  price  of  whitewood  logs 
required  was  considerably  higher  owing  to  the  briskness  in  the 
general  timber  trade,  wages,  &c.,  higher  all  round  and  work  at 
many  mills  partially  or  wholly  stopped  for  some  time  by  lack  of 
water,  and  it  will  be  understood  that  manufacturers  (exporters) 
have  laboured  under  considerable  disadvantages ;  nor  are  they, 
or  at  any  rate  most  of  them,  better  situated  for  1900,  as  prices  of 
raw  materials  rose  still  higher  in  the  autumn  of  1899 ;  but  the 
rise  in  sale  prices  for  shipment  in  1900  did  not  take  place  until 
after  the  bulk  of  the  sales  were  already  concluded,  so  that  few  of 
the  sellers  will  reap  any  benefit  until  present  contracts  are  ful- 
filled towards  or  during  the  autumn  of  1900.  The  prices  now 
offering  by  buyers  are  very  high  indeed  owing  to  the  present 
enormous  demand  for  paper. 

As  the  fall  of  snow  this  wnter  is  very  heavy  there  will  be 
plenty  of  water  to  work  all  mills  this  year,  so  there  will  be 
no  lack  in  production. 

Up  to  the  present  the  Norwegian  exporters  have  not  been 
much  han»pered  by  competition  with  American  and  Canadian 
makers  of  pulp  and  p&per,  but  as  it  is  reported  that  mills  are 
being  erected  in  America  on  a  considerable  scale,  the  competition 
from  that  quarter  may  eventually  become  noticeable. 

Although  8ome  larger  mills  in  other  parts  of  Norway  have  had 
to  close  in  1899,  partly  owing  to  financial  troubles  caused  by  one  or 
two  heav}'  failures  of  parties  connected  with  them,  and  from  other 
out-side  causes,  still  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  all  these 
industries  in  this  district  are  in  a  healthy  state.  More  espe- 
cially are  those  works  which  make  chemical  pulp  (sulphite  and 
sulphate)  advantageously  situated. 

It  is,  however,  an  undeniable  fact  that  although  there  is  no 
actual  scarcity  in  the  supply  of  the  white  wood  logs  required  for 
the  manufacture  of  pulp,  the  production  of  such  logs  is  not  over- 
abundant by  any  means,  so  the  prices  thereof  will,  in  the  face  of 
the  gi^eat  demand,  no  doubt  keep  at  a  high  figure. 

The  general  trade  of  this  district  has  been  exceptionally  good, 
and  the  violent  speculative  tendency  which  has  for  the  last  few 
months  seized  upon  larger  communities,  has  not  to  any  appreciable 
extent  existed  hereabouts,  or  brought  about  any  calamities,  which 
has  been  the  case  in  many  other  parts  of  Norway.  Many  new 
industries  have  been  started  in  these  parts,  too,  which  are  as 
yet  too  new  to  show  any  results,  but  they  are  said  to  be  well 
financed  and  have  fair  prospects,  the  most  important  of  them 
being  worked  by  water-power  in  Skien. 

There  is,  of  course,  a  certain  danger  in  the  possibility  of  an  General  trade. 
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over-pvoduction  of  certain  articles  which  cannot  now  be  sold  to 
Sweden  with  advantage  as  previously,  owing  to  the  abolition  of 
the  freedom  of  trade  between  the  two  countries,  some  of  which 
productions  cannot  be  exported  to  other  countries  at  a  profit. 
Strange  to  state,  it  is  in  the  meantime  a  fact  that  two  or  three 
N^orwegian  industries  in  this  district  which  it  was  feared  would 
be  doomed  when  free  trade  with  Sweden  was  abolished,  have 
never  before  been  in  so  flourishing  a  state  as  at  present.  On 
the  other  hand,  one  stoppage  has  occurred  from  lack  of  sale  of  the 
products  manufactured,  which  largely  went  to  Sweden,  and 
cannot  be  sold  abroad. 

The  manufacture  of  calcium  carbide  is  becoming  an  important 
feature  in  this  neighbourhood,  some  very  extensive  operations  now 
being  carried  on  in  this  product. 

A  fish-preberving  establishment  has  been  started  in  Langesund. 

Considerable  shrimp  fishing  lias  been  prosecuted  latterly  in 
these  fjords,  and  has  given  fair  results,  and  will  probably  l)e 
developed. 

Money  has  been  very  scarce  and  dear  in  the  past  year.  The 
rate  of  interest  may  be  said  to  have  been  from  6  to  6i  ])er  cent 
per  annum  during  the  iirst  half,  and  6^  to  7  per  cent,  during  the 
second  half  of  the  year,  and  remains  still  at  that  figure  with  but 
small  prospects  of  a  reduction  apparently,  although  the  large  ship- 
ments now  taking  place  should  relieve  the  money  market.  This 
district  has  up  to  the  present  escaped  any  calamities  from  the 
long-existing  tightness  of  the  money  market. 

British  trade  in  ironmongery  does  not  appear  to  have  made  any 
appreciable  advance  as  compared  with  the  German,  but  I  gather 
that  British  makers  give  more  attention  to,  and  cultivate  more 
particularly,  the  wants  of  the  buyers  latterly  than  they  used 
to  do.  This  district  is  now  often  visited  by  British  commercial 
travellers,  some  of  them  also  speaking  m  little  Norwegian,  which, 
of  course,  is  very  desirable.  Nevertheless,  it  is  a  fact  that  more 
German  than  British  ironmongery  is  sold  because  the  former  is 
cheaper,  but  the  retailers  willingly  acknowledge  tliat  the  latter  is 
much  better,  and  really  worth  more  to  the  consumer. 

I  think  it  worth  while  to  mention  that  I  have  found  out  that 
files  sold  here,  manufactured  in  Germany,  are  made  out  of  steel 
bought  by  Germans  in  England,  and  are  sold  considerably  cheaper 
than  files,  made  out  of  the  same  quality  of  steel,  can  be  bought 
direct  from  England.  This  fact  must  go  to  prove  that  tlie  Germans 
manufacture  their  goods  at  a  much  lower  cost  than  British  makers, 
and  probably  also  are  satisfied  with  smaller  profits.  Such  things 
as  locks,  hinges,  and  door-handles  are  now  made  in  such  large 
quantities  in  Norway  that  little  or  nothing  of  such  goods  is  now 
imported,  but  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  German  manufactures 
still  can  compete  with  the  Norwegian- made  goods,  and  are 
considerably  below  English  prices.  This  may,  in  a  measure, 
possibly  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  German  manufactures 
marked  **  for  export "  are  forwarded  by  rail  from  the  place  of 
manufacture  to   Hamburg  for  half  the   ordinary  railway  rates, 
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and,  furthermore,  the  sea-carriage  with  attendant  expenses  is 
considerably  less  from  Germany  than  from  tlie  United  Kingdom 
to  Norway.  For  this  reason  a  bookseller  and  stationer  tells  me 
he  is  able  to  buy  nearly  everything  he  sells  much  cheaper  from 
Germany  than  from  the  United  Kingdom,  although  there  are 
many  things  he  would  prefer  to  buy  from  the  United  Kingdom  as 
they  are  superior.  He  stated  also  that  he  was  much  better 
looked  after  by  German  than  British  commercial  travellers,  the 
former  putting  offers  before  him  continually  with  an  astonishing 
knowledge  of  his  requirements. 

As  to  textiles,  I  learn  that  there  seems  to  be  a  slight  increase  Tcxtilt*. 
lately  in  the  consumption  of  British  goods.  It  would  appear  that 
they  are  mostly  imported  direct,  and  not  bought  from  Christiania 
merchants,  but  through  the  manufacturer'  agents  resident  in 
Christiania,  which  seems  satisfactory  to  the  tradesmen  here,  as 
also  partly  from  representatives  from  England  who  come  here 
occasionally,  especially  for  Manchester  houses,  whose  goods  are 
used  in  larger  quantities  than  German,  and  the  opinion  is  openly 
expressed  that  when  it  is  a  question  of  large  quantities  being 
required  English  prices  are  not  higher  than  German.  Most 
prominent  is  the  use  of  goods  for  lining  purposes,  linen,  shirtings, 
and  suchlike,  of  British  make  in  preference  to  German ;  but  on 
the  contrary,  woollen  dress-stuffs  are  in  the  background,  the 
British  makers  tliereof  "  being  far  too  conservative,"  as  one  con- 
siderable buyer  expressed  himself  to  me. 

In  carpets,  much    more  trade  could  be  done  in  Norway  ot  Carpeta. 
British  make.     On  the  whole,  1  am  of  the  firm  opinion  that  much 
more  could  be  done,  than  at  present  is  the  case,  if  business  were 
more  carefully  and  energetically  looked  after,  as  also  the  tastes 
and  requirements  of  consumers  cultivated. 

The  labour  market  has  been  in  quite  an  abnormal  state  during  Jabjur 
1899,  the  want  of  labourers  in  many  branches  being  very  marked,  iQarket 
and  wages  in  couj-ec^uence  very  high,  in  fact,  too  high  to  be 
healthy  in  some  branches.  The  extraordinary  building  epidemic 
— as  it  n)ay  safely  be  termecl — has  led  up  to  an  unnatural  immi- 
gration of  labourers,  both  skilled  and  unskilled,  to  the  capital,  to 
the  detriment  of  the  districts  that  have  lost  them,  and  which  has 
caused  an  unnatural  rise  in  wages,  especially  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts. This  has  been  so  marked  in  Teleniarken  that  landowners 
have  been  placed  in  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  getting  in 
crops,  cutting  down  timber,  and  so  on.  It  has  also  been  disad- 
vantageous to  the  larger  towns,  especially  Christiania,  now  that 
the  boom  is  subsiding,  and  many  are  thtre  now  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  become  a  burden  to  the  comnmnity.  From  this  and 
other  causes — more  especially  the  extreme  tension  in  the  money 
market — Norway  has  not  by  far  reaped  such  real  advantages  from 
the  last  two  years  of  apparent  prosperity  as  it  may  be  sui)posed 
at  a  glance. 

The  taxes  have  not  decreased,  but  on  the  contrary,  increased  Taxes 
on  the  whole,  in  spite  of  the  good  times,  but,  of  course,  this  is  in 
great  measure  partly  due  to  the   extension  all  round  of  public 
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works  for  the  geneml  benefit,  such  as  the  State  telephones,  arma- 
ments for  self-defence,  loans  for  railway  building,  &c.,  as  also 
to  the  large  expenditures  under  the  heading  of  public  educa- 
tion, on  which  very  considerable  sums  are  being  spent  every  year, 
and  continue  to  increase. 
Crops.  The  crops  have  not  been  those  of  an  average  year,  taken  al 

round,  in  this  district,  especially  as  regards  potatoes. 
Tourist  The  tourist  traffic  flouiishes,  and  has  every  reason  to  do  so,  the 

traffic.  authorities,  tourist  clubs,  and  others  responsible  for  the  comforts 

of  travellers,  making  praiseworthy  exertions  in  aU  respects. 
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Mr.  Vice-Consul  Berentsen  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  trade  of  this  district  has  still  been  prosperous,  although 
perhaps  a  little  stagnation  has  beeii  observed  in  the  latter  part  of 
1899  on  account  of  the  heavy  discount  rates. 

The  import  to  Stavanger  in  1898,  1897,  and  1896  was  respec- 
tively, 9,686,700  kr.,  8,120,600  kr.,  7,278,000  kr.,  and  the  export 
for  the  same  years,  3,375,800  kr.,  3,581,400  kr.,  3,401,600  kr. 

Although  there  now  is  a  strong  competition  from  other 
districts,  the  preserved  meat  and  fish  trade,  especially  in  fish, 
is  still  very  good,  and  increasing  year  by  year. 

John  Braadland  and  the  Stavanger  Preserving  Company  have 
built  new  and  enlarged  manufactories,  and  a  new  firm  has  estab- 
lished a  manufactory,  viz.,  Stavanger  Smorfabrik. 

The  following  new  manufactories  have  been  established  in 
Stavanger,  viz.,  a  brewery  called  Stavanger  Aktiebryggeri ;  a  com- 
pany working  a  granite  quarry  suitable  for  paving-stone  and 
house-building,  &c.,  named  Stavanger  Stenhuggerier ;  a  saw- 
mill and  manufactory  of  all  sorts  of  wood-boxes,  Stavanger  Hovleri 
and  Dampsag ;  a  foundry,  Stavanger  Jernstoberi ;  a  dye-mill, 
H.  Steen ;  and  at  Sandnaes  a  brick  manufactory  chilled  Saudnnes 
Lura  Teglvaerk. 

All  the  companies  in  tinned  goods  (preserved  meat  and  fish) 
use  much  tinplate,  as  do  the  Stavanger  Blikemballagefabrik,  which 
makes  all  kinds  of  tin  boxes  also,  so  the  import  of  *tinplates  will  no 
doubt  increase. 

Vestlandske  Tagskiferfabrik,  for  manufacturing  tiles  from 
cement,  reported  on  in  1897,  buy  cement  from  Germany  (Stettin). 
They  tell  me  that  they  cannot  use  British  cement  as  it  is  too 
quick  binding  for  their  pui-poses,  but  the  German  quality  is 
slow  binding,  and  therefore  more  useful.  , 

Stavanger  Potetesmelfabrik,  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  has 
bought  several  cargoes  of  potatoes  from  Stettin.  They  are 
guaranteed  to  contain  20  per  cent,  of  starch,  and  the  freight 
from  Stettin  to  Stavanger  has  been  at  8s.  a  ton. 

I  pointed  out  in  my  report  for  1897  that  the  import  of  goods, 
especially  all  sorts  of  iron  and  steel,  from  Belgium  and  Germany 
had  increased,  and  I  may  now  repeat  it.  Traders  in  this 
branch  must  be  on  the  look  out,  and  by  appointing  travellers 
with  patterns,  quoting  in  Norwegian  measures,  making  everything 
suitable  or  according  to  the  ^^ish  of  the  purchaser,  try  to  keep 
the  Norwegian  market  in  iron  and  steel  goods.  I  beg  everybody 
interested  in  this  trade  to  remember  that  in  1896  the  importation 
to  Norway  from  Great  Britain  and  other  countries  was  as 
follows : — 
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1 

Qnantity. 

Articles.                                     | 

Great 
Britain. 

Other 
Countries. 

Iron  uid  sleel  wire,  mana&ctured  and  QDmana- . 

fiustnred ..| 

Nsilf ,  scrsvs,  bolts,  nuts,  uid  shoes 

KniTes  and  forks 

Tingoods .1 

Door-huidles,  fire-irons,  hinges,  flat-irons  . .         . . ' 

Tons. 

286 
478 

20 
U 

26 

Tons. 

8,829 

827 

67 

8 

46 

The  total  value  of  the  manufactured  metal  goods  which 
entered  Norway  in  1896  was  619,511/.,  of  which  the  value  of 
162,930/.  came  from  Great  Britain.  I  do  not  think  that  things 
Are  better  now. 

'  The  woollen  manufactories  in  the  district — Aalgaards 
Uldvarefabriker,  Sandnaes  Uldvarefabrik,  Hillevaags  Fabriker, 
Jaederens  Uldvarefabriker,  Sandnaes  Kamgarnsfabrik,  and  Oltes 
Uldvarefabrik — buy  mucli  of  their  wool  and  yarn  from  foreign 
countries,  including  the  United  Kingdom. ' 

The  steamship  lines  from  Antwerp  to  Stavanger  chai-ge  a 
cheap  freight  rate,  and  this  rate  has  for  1899  been  still  lower, 
as  Vesteraalske  Dampskibsselskab  has  also  started  a  line  from 
Antwerp  to  West  and  North  Norway,  besides  the  steamship  com- 
pany "  Neptun,"  of  Bremen,  but  I  cannot  say  how  long  this  com- 
petition will  last.  A  company  in  Bergen  tried  to  start  a  regular 
line  of  steamers  from  West  Norway  to  Grimsby,  especially  for 
the  fish  export,  but  as  the  line  did  not  pay  it  was  stopped. 

The  subventioned  line  of  steamers  running  from  the  Medi- 
terranean and  Spain  to  Norway  and  vice  versft  now  run  into 
Stavanger  every  trip.  The  agents  for  this  line  are  Mr.  Otto 
Tlioresen,  Christiania,  and  Mr.  C.  Middelthon,  Stavanger. 

The  only  British  casualty  was  s.s.  "  Shilleto,"  of  Cardiff,  which 
stranded  on  J^derens  Reef.  At  the  time  of  the  casualty  the  steamer 
was  steering  in  hazy  weather  inwards  the  Skagerack,  the  officer 
in  charge  believing  the  steamer  to  be  further  south.  The  use  of 
the  lead  ought  to  be  more  common  when  going  in  that  direction. 
A  lighthouse  on  Jsederens  Eeef  would  also  without  doubt  be  very 
useful,  and  prevent  most  of  these  casualties  there. 

The  British  shipping  has  been  as  usual.  The  only  regular 
lines  of  British  steamers  running  to  Stavanger  are  Wilson's  line 
from  Hull  and  Salvesens'  line  from  Grangemouth. 

The  steamship  quays  will  be  lengthened  next  year. 

The  public  health  has  as  usual  been  very  good. 

In  this  district  no  disease  has  occurred  among  cattle  and  sheep 
in  1899. 

As  far  as  I  know  no  live  sheep  and  very  few,  if  any,  killed 
sheep  were  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  or  other  foreign 
countries.  Christiania  is  now  our  main  market  for  mutton,  and 
prices  are  keeping  high. 


V^'ooUen 
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Shipbuilding. 


Repairing 
slips. 


Insurance 
company. 


Banks. 


Jfisheries.  On  account  of  the  poor  fat  herring  fishery,  several  curers  here 

bought  a  few  cargoes  of  herrings  from  Yarmouth,  which  after- 
wards were  exported  to  the  Baltic. 

The  steel  and  iron  shipbuilding  yard,  Stavanger  Stoberi  and 
Dok,  built  two  steamers  with  a  total  tonnage  of  593  gross  tons. 

The  same  company  has  built  a  repairing  slip  on  which  they 
can  take  ships  up  to  120  feet  in  length. 

Rosenbergs  Mekaniske  Vaerksted  has  also  built  two  repairing 
slips  on  which  they  can  take  ships  up  to  900  tons  dead  weight 
and  maximum  170  feet  length  over  all. 

The  mail  steamers  to  and  from  Iceland  have  run  regularly. 

A  new  mutual  sea  insurance  company,  Vestlandske  Assurance- 
forening,  has  been  started,  but  only  for  iron  and  steel  sailing  ships. 
Ships  are  insured  which  are  first  class  in  English  IJoyd,  Bureau 
Veritas  and  Norwegian  Veritas  and  belong  to  Scandinavia. 

The  oldest  of  the  two  banks  mentioned  in  ray  last  report, 
Stavanj^er  Privatbank,  has  started  a  branch  at  Flekkefiord,  and 
both  banks  here  have  together  with  most  of  the  provincial  banks, 
that  is  to  say,  banks  outside  Christiania,  started  a  bank  of  their 
own  at  Christiania  called  "  Centralbanken  for  Norge,"  in  which 
bank  foreign  capital  is  ialso  interested. 
Discount.  Discount   in    the    private    banks    for    three    months'   paper 

has  been  from  January  1  to  February  11,  6  per  cent. ;  from 
February  11  to  March  18,  5i  per  cent.;  from  March  18  to 
Maich  29,  6  per  cent.;  from  March  29  to  October  10,  6^  per 
cent.;  and  from  October  10  to  December  31,  7  per  cent. 
Interest  on  bank  deposits  has  been  from  January  1  to 
February'  15,  4|  per  cent.;  from  February  15  to  March  25, 
4  per  cent. ;  from  Marcli  25  to  March  30  4^  per  cent. ;  from 
March  30  to  December  31,  5  per  cent  If  with  three  months' 
notice  of  withdrawal  i  per  cent.  more. 
Gas  company.  Stavanger  city  has  now  taken  over  the  gas  company,  supplying 
the  town  and  private  people  with  gas,  and  intend  carrying  on  the 
business  as  before. 
Waterfalls.  Stavanger  city  has  also  bought  several  waterfalls  39  kiloms. 

from  Stavanger,  and  it  is  intended  to  use  the  power  to  furnish 
the  town  partly  with  electric  light,  but  more  especially  to  provide 
power  to  be  hired  by  difterent  smaller  industrial  manufactories. 

The  power  will,  when  in   Stavanger,  be  about  1,700  horse- 
power, and  the  waterfalls  cost  in  all  about  75,000  kr. 
Tourists.  The    tourist    traffic    increases    yearly    on    the    route    from 

Stavanger-Sand-Suldal  through  the  magnificent  Bratlandsdal  to 
Roldal-Hardanger-Bergen  or  from  Koldal-Telemarken  to  Skien  or 
Christiania. 

I  would  suggest  to  all  editors  and  publishers  of  British  mercan- 
tile calenders  or  guides  that  they  ought  to  put  Norway,  as  they  do 
in  the  case  of  other  countries,  alphabetically  under  the  letter  "  N,*' 
and  not  under  Sweden.  Tradespeople  here  do  not  like  it  and  havo 
often  asked  me  to  try  to  get  it  altered. 

The  British  training  squadron,  consisting  of  four  'ships,  visited 
Stavanger  in  August. 
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Returk  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Stavanger  during 
the  Years  1899-97. 


Qoantity. 

Articles. 



Tons 

1899. 

1898. 

1897. 

Coal 

66,187 

50,032 

82,841 

Salt       

f>           •  • 

8,173^ 

6,938 

12,525 

Rice 

w                 •  • 

162 

172 

142 

Maize 

I>                    •  • 

2,488 

208 

259^ 

S^e       

>l                •  • 

2,507 

6,776 

3,6391 

Barley 

}»              •  • 

9,618 

5,653 

8,011 

Peas 

If                    *  * 

195 

1851 

•   200 

Floar  of  wheat.. 

II                 •  • 

1,888 

1,660 

1,505 

_    >»        T®     ••         •• 

»                    •  • 

625| 

718 

1731 

Coffee 

I»                    •  • 

528 

557 

4181 

Tea        

w               •  • 

H 

61 

6  • 

Sugar 

t>                    *  * 

9471 

789 

554 

Molasses 

385 

400 

550 

Tobacco 

)t                    *  • 

51 

501 

48 

Oils       

if                ** 

648 

695 

706 

Petroleum 

If                *  • 

435 

865 

902 

Spirits 

f»                •• 

18J 

14 

11 

Wine 

ii                *  * 

140 

104 

136 

Hops 

i»                 •  • 

4 

2k 

8 

Cotton 

8 

14 

5 

Hemp,  flax,  jute 

11                 •• 

45 

85 

2S 

Thread 

tt                *  * 

48^ 

28 

40 

Mannfactares  in- 

Silk   

1}                 *  * 

•       2 

1| 

3 

Woollens      .. 

»f                •• 

102^ 

1,1081 

98 

Cotton 

f '                 *  * 

108 

104 

1051 

Hemp  and  jute 

f>                *  * 

70 

501 

100 

Leather 

w                •  • 

lU 

H 

15 

Crockery 

%$               •  • 

16 

23 

30 

Hardware 

90 

283 

85 

Tools^and  implements. . 

>9                     *  * 

60 

40 

20 

Wool 

II                      *  * 

117 

134 

152 

Sheets  of  zinc   . . 

67 

62 

54 

Cement 

l»                      •  • 

1,288 

Potatoes 

99                        *  * 

1,495J 

, , 

Bread  of  wheat. . 

12 

, , 

Meat,  salted     .. 

#1                         •  • 

67 

•  • 

Pork 

tf                        •  • 

2S8i 

•  • 

White    lead    and   zinc 

white 

If                         *  * 

58^ 

,, 

Stearine  grease. . 

n               •* 

44 

,, 

Margarine 

If               •  • 

784 

•  • 

Candles  of  stearine  and 

tallow 

>f               *• 

9k 

•  • 

Varnishes 

fi               *  * 

14i 

•  • 

... 

Feeding-stuff    . . 

If               •  • 

184i 

Fruits,  fresh      .. 

ft               •  • 

259i 

, , 

Kaisins 

f  1               *  * 

162 

, , 

Manure 

99                     •  • 

876 

,, 

Olass 

9i                     *  * 

97 

, , 

Plants 

99                    *  * 

140 

^  ^ 

Fire-proof  bricks 

If                     •• 

866 

• « 

Cakes 

99                     *  * 

11 

, , 

Cork 

II                      •• 

52i 

•  • 

Spices,  all  sorts 

ri                 •• 

6U 

,, 

Iron,  pig-iron  .. 

99                    •• 

637 

t  • 

SUsl 

II              •  • 

141 

•  • 
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Rbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Stavanger  during 
the  Years  1899-97— continued. 


AHiclat. 

Quantity. 

1899. 

1898. 

1897. 

Iron,  braiB,  bolts,  and 

. 

hoop-iron 

Tons 

40U 

•  • 

.. 

Tin-platcfl    and     iron- 

abeeU 

»t            • 

1,4804 

Wire 

M                            • 

650     : 

Sago 

»» 

43 

PotaSb 

>. 

80 

Soda 

»>                            • 

141 

Hides,  dried     .. 

»f                            • 

71 

„     raw 

>» 

6U 

Tar        

t« 

68 

Cigars  and  cigarettes  . . 

»•                            • 

.1                   5 

Anti-fouHng     composi- 

tion for  ships 

•  t                            • 

31 

Anchors,  &c.    . . 

»» 

69i 

Extract  of  bark 

29 

Hay 

;:     : 

135 

Hoops  of  wood.. 

Pieces 

.      1,049,820 
Kroner. 

Articles  for  chemists  . . 

VmIoc 

9,931 

Machines 

p»            • 

80,000 

Wood 

M 

149,800 

Digitized  by 


Google 


STAVANGER. 


81 


Rkturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Stavanger  during 
the  Years  1899-97. 


Articled. 

1 

1 

Quantity. 

1899. 

1898. 

1897. 

Spring  herring'*,  freah. . 

Tons 

68H 

871J 

Ii769 

„             cured. . 

»            ** 

2,876 

1,470 

838 

Fat  herrings,  fresh 

n                 • 

89 

72 

]36i 

„            cured     . . 

)i                 • 

8,256 

6,614 

4,496 

Iceland  herrings,  cured 

»»                  •  • 

193 

128^ 

4761 

British  henrincs,  cured  . 

ti                 • 

462 

.. 

•  • 

Sprats,  cureil     . . 

1            M 

1,061 

1,288 

l,250i 

„      tligiitly  cured  .. 

1            l>                       •  • 

139^ 

92 

21 

„      fresh     .. 

»»                       •  • 

84 

•  • 

Codfish,  dried  . . 

89 

107 

70 

Anchoviefl 

„                       •  • 

2,866 

2,863 

2,669 

Fish  in  ice 

tl                       *  < 

60 

63 

66* 

Herrings,  smoked 

1            „ 

m 

61 

117 

dalmon 

1 

68 

604 

107 

Mackerel,  cured 

ft                      *  ' 

TlOi 

659 

8544 

fresh.. 

* 

22 

.. 

Artificial  m^inure 

82  i 

1,053 

1,498 

Preuervtsd  meat  and  fish 

1,680 

1,117 

1,177 

Infusorial  earth 

i 

500 

262 

276 

Marble  in  blocks  and 

1 

crushed 

l,82fi 

2,848 

1,469* 

Kelp 

it                      •  • 

1,687 

1,147 

2,749* 

Metal,  old 

t»                       •  * 

516i 

969 

1,098 

Butter,  margarine 

»»                       •  ' 

40 

89 

m 

„      natural  . 

m 

10* 

16 

Game 

k 

8 

2 

Berries 

8* 

9 

U 

Rope,  new 

tt                       ' 

20^ 

12 

41 

„      oM 

36' 

39 

11 

Cheese 

'            „                       • 

9 

6 

6 

Wool 

n 

8 

2 

Ore        

555 

11 

. . 

Fish,  salted      . . 

II                       • 

7 

•  • 

Fish  oil 

,fj                       • 

180 

.. 

Hides  of  deer  . . 

f 

.. 

Potatoes 

l>                       * 

46 

.. 

Hay 

l» 

2 

.. 

Bread 

II                       • 

*      U 

•  • 

OilskiuH 

l»                       • 

1 

.- 

Roe        

#1                       • 

li 

♦  . 

Waste  of  wool  .. 

If                       • 

2* 

•  • 

Bark 

l>                       • 

2 

Soap 

»                       • 

8i 

Tar,  coal 

43 

Hides,  raw 

II 

7 

.. 

„       dry 

II 

26 

.. 

Meat,  smoked  . . 

»l                       •  • 

1 

Groats 

II                       * 

4 

Flour  of  rye 

73 

.. 

Isolating  niaiis  . . 

II                       • 

8 

•  • 

Fruit     . . 

>»                       • 

1 

•  • 

Iodine 

l»                        •  • 

u 

•  • 

Fowls  living    . . 

Number    . . 

2.087 

.. 

Lobsters 

137,061 

80,704 

112.080 

Eggs 

ti          • ' 

60 

2,460 

2,860 

Fog-horns 

»i          • 

877 

•• 

Boats 

»i 

13 

•  • 

Bricks 

11          • 

4,900 

.. 

Lemonade     and    soda 

water 

ji 

6,160 

1 

■* 

(614) 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Stavanger  during  the 

Year  1899. 

Entered — Sailing. 


Nationalitj. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

In  Ballast. 

17 
*3 

j  With  Cargo. 

1           "% 

1             » 

Total. 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

Total. 

British      ...       ... 

NorwMian 

Swedisli     

Danish      

m 

6 
6 

i'ioi 

840 

8,441 

1^062 
661 
416 

/0Vi63 
661 
756 

Total 

20  . 

106 

125 

13,039 

21,480 

Entered — Steam. 


Nationality. 

Number. 

Tonnagr. 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

Total. 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

Total. 

British      

Norwegian 

Swedish     

Danish      

German     

Dutch 

"37 

4 
4 

1           61 

315 

70 

1            '•7 

61 
352 
74 
53 
86 
47 

ll',664 
765 
61 

65,799 
140,C61 
17,479 
17,753 
15,739 
23,212 

65.799 
151,116 
18,244 
17,814 
15,739 
23,212 

Total 

46 

577 

622 

11,880 

270,043 

281,923 

Cleared — Sailing. 


Nationality. 

Nnmber. 
With  Cargo. 

Total. 

Tonnage. 
With  Cargo. 

In  Ballast. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

British       ... 
Norwegian 
Swedish     ... 
Danish      ... 
Icelandish 

*(B6 
2 
3 

"72 
8 

4 
1 

1*37 
10 
7 

1 

17*268 
277 
670 

6,821 
288 
373 
136 

22574 
660 
943 
136 

Total  ... 

70 

86 

165 

18,100 

6,112 

24,212 

Cleared — Steam. 


NaUonality. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

TotaL 

In  BaUast. 

With  Cargo. 

Total. 

Britiah       

Norwegian 

Swedish     

Danish      

German     

Dutch        

7 

72 

7 

2 

62 
249 
64 
38 
3 
19 

59 
321 
61 
40 
3 
49 

,        8,666 

26,669 

1,650 

1              *7 

45.016 
117,346 
14,127 
13,465 
1,253 
24,184 

63,671 
143,906 
16,677 
13,512 
1.268 
24.184 

Total 

88 

445 

583 

36,812 

216,390 

252,202 
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Trondhjem. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Kjeldsberg  reports  as  follows : — 

The  year  1899  hardly  exhibits  any  material  change  in  the 
trade  of  Trondhjem  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

Both  the  cod  fisheries  and  the  herring  fisheries  in  the  north 
were  certainly  a  failure,  but  the  produce  fetched  very  good  prices 
and  the  fisheries  in  the  home  district  of  Trondhjem  gave  a  fair 
result. 

The  timber  trade  has  profited  by  high  prices  and  the  same  can 
more  or  less  be  said  about  the  other  chief  articles  of  export. 

Owing  to  the  cold  spring  and  extraordinarily  wet  summer  the 
harvest  was  poor. 

The  rate  of  discount  was  throughout  the  year  very  high, 
closing  with  6^  per  cent,  (in  private  Ijanks  7  per  cent),  but  this 
circumstance  does  not  seem  to  have  affected  the  trade  very  much, 
the  affairs  of  this  town  being  on  the  whole  sound. 

The  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  has  been  carried  on  as 
usual  and  to  the  usual  extent.  Out  of  496  vessels  with  a 
tonnage  of  261,140  tons  entering  this  port,  75  vessels  with  a 
tonnage  of  60,507  tons  were  British. 
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BepoQ't  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Parag%Layfor  the  Year  1899. 
By  Mb.  Consul  Cecil  Gosling. 

(BeoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  April  30,  1900.) 

A  slight  increase  in  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Paraguay  Introductoiy. 
during  the  years  1897  and  1898,  notably  in  imports,  gave  reason 
to  hope  for  better  prospects  for  the  year  now  under  review.    These 
hopes,  however,  were  not  to  be  realised,  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  Pl»gn«- 
bubonic  plague  in  Asuncion,  the  existence  of  which  was  officially 
declared  in  September  last. 

The  quarantine  regulations  imposed  by  the  neighbouring  QoMiatine. 
Eepublics  consequent  on  this  outbreak  were  of  so  severe  a 
nature  as  to  almost  cause  a  complete  suspension  of  all  com- 
mercial transactions  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  exporting  the 
native  products.  The  plague  itself  was  not  of  a  very  serious 
nature  as,  calculating  from  the  month  of  April,  when  it  is  stated 
to  have  first  actually  made  its  appearance,  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
the  number  of  cases  appear  to  have  been  only  129,  of  which, 
however,  80  proved  fatal.  The  population  of  Asuncion  is 
reckoned  at  60,000.  No  cases  have  appeared  in  other  parts 
of  the  country,  and,  at  the  time  of  writing,  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  disease  no  longer  exists  in  Asuncion. 

Though  the  country  was  passing  through  an  acute  period  of  CommercUl 
commercial  depression,  during  which  time  postal  arrangements  depresgion. 
were  exceedingly  irregular — at  one  time  more  than  a  month 
having  passed  without  any  communication  from  Europe  or 
Argentina  being  received — there  was  no  scarcity  or  undue  rise  in 
the  price  of  foodstuffs,  taking  into  consideration  the  depreciation 
of  the  currency,  nor  were  any  bankruptcies  declared. 

As  pointed  out  in  the  preceding  Consular  report,  there  is  no  Importation 
possibility  of  obtaining  statistics  of  the  various  articles  imported  ®^  ^"*i"^ 
from  European  countries  to  Paraguay,  and  information  on  this  ^^  ** 
head  can  only  be  gathered,  generally,  from  the  importing  houses 
themselves.     I  learn,  however,  that  British  goods  are  holding  their 
own  in  the  market,  being  preferred  to  those  of  foreign  manu- 
facttire.     It  seems  probable  also  that,  as  the  country  develops,  the 
demand  for  British  goods  will  increase. 

The  greater  part  of  the  hats  sold  here  are  of  British  manu-  Hati. 
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facture,  the  kind  most  iu  demand  being  a  black  soft  felt  with  a 
moderately  broad  brim.  The  price  paid  for  a  hat  of  this  description 
is  about  15  dol.  paper. 

Knives  of  British  manufacture,  in  spite  of  higher  prices,  still 
hold  their  own  against  foreign  competition,  and  there  is  a  large 
sale  for  them  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  favourite  class  is  a 
Sheffield  blade  with  a  brown  wooden  handle  studded  with  brass 
nails.  Goods  of  this  class  and  bearing  the  name  of  a  well-known 
firm  pay  a  higher  duty  than  unmarked  articles  or  those  of  a  leas 
well-known  manufacturer.  Importers "  complain  that  it  is  some- 
what difficult  to  get  the  British  manufacturer  to  make  these 
articles  to  suit  the  taste  of  the  natives. 

There  is  a  large  sale  of  cotton  goods  in  Paraguay,  this  being 
(certainly  the  largest  importation  from  Europe,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  Great  Britain  holds  the  trade  in  this  branch.  The 
following  are  considered  the  favourite  marks  in  bleached  goods  in 
Paraguay  according  to  a  report  on  the  subject  by  the  United 
States  Consul  here  : — 

1.  Estrella. 

2.  Cometa  de  Bethlehem  (imitation  of  No.  1). 

3.  La  Libertad. 

4.  Bramante.     Trade  mark  "  F.K." 

5.  Bramante  lavado  puro. 

6.  Bramante  sui  igual. 

7.  El  pensamieiito. 
9.  Economica. 

10.  Monumenta  Gloria  a  Colon. 

11.  Madras.     Estrella  Lavado. 

12.  Escarabajo. 
Of  these  the  leading  quality  is  Estrella,  No.  1.     Cotton  goods 

should  be  marked  in  metres,  this  being  more  convenient  to 
merchants.  Goods  should  be  at  lowest  prices  and  of  good 
appearance,  durability  not  being  of  primary  importance. 

Next  to  cottons,  the  largest  import  of  British  manufacture  is 
probably  cashmeres,  wliich   have   a  considerable  sale  in  Asun- 
cion. 
i:nited  States        The  attention  of  United  States  commercial  firms  has  lately 
competition.    ^3^^^    directed    to    this    district    as    an    opening   for  American 
goods,  and  amongst  others  for  cottons.     It  is  proposed  to  send 
American  commercial  travellers  to  Asuncion  to  study  the  market 
and  see  what  opportunities  there  may  be  for  opening  up  business 
relations  with  Paraguay.     It  is  also  reported  that  an  American 
firm  has  agreed  to  supply  bleached  cotton  goods  at  the  same  price 
as  those  of  British  manufacture.     The  general  opinion  here  is, 
liowevev,  that,  though  American  cottons  are  superior  to  the  British 
in  quality,  there  is  not  much  fear  of  competition  owing  to  the 
liigh  prices  of  tiie  American  goods. 
United  States        The  investment  of  North  American  capital  in  Paraguay  has 
capital.  ijggj^  drawn   attention  to  in   the    Paraguayan  Press  and  also  iu 

two  United  States  newspapers,  and  it  is  reported  that  some 
American  capitalists  intend  visiting  the  country  shortly. 
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The  bulk  of  the  foreign  trad6  with  Paraguay  both  in  exportfl  German  trade, 
and  imports  is  in  the  hands  of  Geimans.  There  are  10  German 
houses  of  business  to  one  British  in  Asuncion,  but  it. must  be 
noticed  that  many  of  the  former  deal  also  in  British  wares.  The 
German  colony  in  Paraguay  amounts  to  between  1,000  and  1,200 
persons. 

There  are  several  Italian  and  Spanish  firms  in  Asuncioti  dealing 
in  wines  and  groceries.  Italian  flannels  are  in  considerable 
demand.  These  are  made  in  Milan  and  are  of  a  soft  grey 
material  which  is  preferred  to  that  of  British  origin. 

Customs  duties  in  Paraguay  are  charged  on  gross  weight. 
Exporters  should,  therefare,  be  careful  to  have  their  goods 
packed  in  thin  paper  and  not  in  cardboard  bo.xes  as  is  some- 
times done.  Goods  should  be  directed  and  freight  paid  direct  to 
Asuncion  vi&  Monte  Video. 

The  fiepublic  of  Paraguay  is  situated  between  latitude, 
20°  16'  14''  and  26°  31'  south,  and  longitude  54°  37'  and  62*^  west 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  River  Apia  which  separates  it 
from  the  United  States  of  Brazil,  on  the  east  by  the  River  Parana, 
and  on  the  west  and  south-west  the  frontier  is  formed  by  the 
Rivers  Paraguay  and  Pilcomayo.  As  may  be  seen  from  the  above 
Paraguay  is  a  well-watered  country  with  navigable  rivers.  The 
climate  though  hot  in  summer  is  he^Uthy  and  suitable  for 
Europeans,  having  unlike  many  tropical  countries  a  distinct 
change  in  the  seasons  of  winter  and  summer.  The  average 
temperature  is  about  64°  in  winter  and  98°  in  summer.  There 
is  no  fixed  rainy  season  and  consequently  agriculturists  have  to 
contend  with  periods  of  drought  lasting  for  a  month  or  more ; 
when  the  rain  does  come,  however,  its  beneficial  effects  ai*e  quickly 
perceptible.  The  rainfall  is  said  to  average  between  200  and 
1,400  millims.  The  soil  though  sandy  is  fertile  and  contains 
nitrate  of  iron,  limestone,  and  organic  substance?. 

The  chief  crops  are   maize,  rice,  manioc,  pea-nuts,  tobacco.  Crop*, 
sugar-cane,  castor-oil,  and  oranges. 

The  population,  which  after  the  war  of  1865-70  was  reduced  Population, 
to  200,000,  is  now  said  to  be  550,000. 

The  manufacture  of  sugar  and  production  of  cane  on  a  small  Sugar, 
scale  sufiicient  for  local  consumption  may,  perhaps,  become  a  fairly 
profitable  business  in  Paraguay,  but  there  is  no  prospect  of  its 
becoming  at  any  time  an  article  of  export.  A  sugar  factory  here 
called  the  "Empresa  Azucarera"  which  was  inaugurated  in 
September,  1898,  cannot  be  said  to  have  fulfilled  expectations 
during  the  year  under  review.  This,  however,  is  probably  due  to 
heavy  interest  paid  by  the  company  on  loans,  and  to  the  fact  that 
the  Government  have  not,  as  was  expected,  taken  steps  to  protect 
the  native  industry  by  imposing  a  higher  duty  on  imported  sugar. 
The  crop  in  1899  amounted  to  some  325  tons,  of  which  only  one 
half  was  disposed  of  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  price  of 
imported  sugar  in  Asuncion  is  about  8«.  6rf.  per  arroba  (25  lbs.) 
and  for  the  home-made  article  4«*  9d.  per  arroba. 

A  superior  quality  of  rum  is  distilled  in  Paraguay  being  made  Bum. 
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from  ancnished  cane.     Some  small  simoimtfi  of  this  spiiit  have  been 
shipped  to  Gennanj  and,  it  is  said,  obtained  gofid  prices.    The 
cost  of   new   mm   is   from  2«.  6dL  to  4«.  per  10  litres,  and   for 
matured  nun  from  IOju  to  los.  per  10  litreH. 
Tobjoeo.  The  cultivation  of  tobacco  is  carrie*!  on  «»n  a  >niall  scale,  but 

attempts  have  been  made  to  encourage  this  industry  and  to 
improve  the  quality  of  the  leaf  by  preparing  it  in  the  Cuban 
fiwbion.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  quality  of  the  tobacco  is 
infenor,  having  a  bitter  taste,  and  that  consequently  there  Ls  little 
pro^lability  of  its  ever  obtaining  good  prices  in  the  European 
market^.  Buyers  in  Genuany  <iiscourage  the  idea  of  giving  the 
leaves  the  costly  piejiaration  of  the  Cuban  plant,  and  merely 
recommend  that  the  leaves  shouM  be  dried  in  the  shade,  and  that 
the  bales  should  not  be  packe<l  too  tightly.  Tlie  chief  markets 
for  Paraguayan  tobacco  are  Hamburg,  Bremen,  Amsterdam,  and 
Antwerp.  The  total  pro<luction  for  1900  is  calculated  at  approxi- 
mately 280  tons,  of  which  about  one-eighth,  valued  at  112,488  dol. 
(gold)  has  been  exported,  chiefly  to  Europe. 
CoUoiu  According  to  information  lately  received  from  Europe  regard- 

ing some  small  shipments  of  cotton  from  this  country,  it  would 
appear  that  this  procluot  is  of  ^'rxxl  quality,  and  compares  favour- 
ably with  that  grown  elsewhere.  The  sale  of  the  cotton  was,  how- 
ever, unfavourably  influence<l  by  the  unusual  length  of  tiie  fibre, 
for  which  it  is  said  that  British  inachiner}'  is  the  Ijest  adapted. 
In  order  io  cicourage  the  industry,  the  Agricultural  Bank  pays 
4  dol-  (alxMit  2s.)  per  arroba  (25  llis.)  with  seed,  and  13  doL  with- 
out seeds.  Some  American  cdtton  which  was  planted  is  said  to 
have  given  go<Kl  results. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  future  cultivation  of  i-amie  in  Paraguay 
will  ))e  attended  with  success.  This  fibrous  ]>Iant  is  said  to  ^'ield 
from  six  to  eight  crops  here. 

Sansaverde  is  another  fibrous  plant  growing  freely  in  Paraguay. 
After  passing/  through  the  machine  the  fibre  has  a  white  glossy 
appearance,  somewhat  resembling  silk. 

CaraguatA  is  a  plant  with  very  long  fibres  which  make  good 
strong  rojie.  It  is  difficult  to  pick  on  account  of  thorns,  but  grows 
freely  all  over  the  country. 

Considerable  quantities  of  oranges  and  bananas  are  sent  to  the 
River  Plate,  and  are  of  good  quality.  The  price  of  oranges  is  from 
7«.  6^.  to  2/.  10^.  per  thousand.  A  sample  box  of  oranges  recently 
sent  to  England  arrived,  it  is  said,  in  good  condition,  and  obtained 
good  prices.  However,  with  the  cost  of  transhipment  of  the  fmit 
at  Buenos  Ayres,  there  is  no  great  probability  of'  the  creation  of 
an  export  trade  to  Europe  of  Paraguayan  fruits. 
Terbft.  Yerba  mat(5  is  a  herb  which  takes  the  place  of  tea  or  coffee  in 

South  America,  and  is  made  from  the  leaves  of  the  Ilex  Para^ 
guariensis,  a  tree  from  12  to  20  feet  high.  It  is  consumed  by  a 
large  percentage  of  the  populations  of  Brazil,  the  Argentine  and 
Uruguayan  Republics,  Chile,  and  Paraguay.  Yerba  grows  in 
the  central  and  eastern  parts  of  the  country,  and  is  superior  to 
that  grown  in  the  Argentine  Republic  and  Brazil.     The  tea  is 
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gatliered  every  two  or  thi-ee  years,  and  is  dried  over  a  alovir 
fire.  The  leaves  are  then  pounded  in  mortars  in  the  ground,  and 
finally  packed  in  fresh  skins  and  dried  in  the  sun.  The  tea  is 
made  by  pouring  boiling  v^ater  on  the  leaves,  which  serve  for 
several  infusions.  The  taste  is  bitter,  but  not  unpleasant,  and  the 
effects  highly  invigorating.  It  is  claimed  that  yerba  would  be 
valuable  as  a  restorative  to  troops  on  the  march  and  on  active 
service,  and  in  view  of  this  the  French  Government  have  ordered 
a  shipment  of  mat(?  for  the  colonial  troops,  and  some  samples  have 
also  been  sent  to  Germany  for  experimental  purposes.  A  com- 
pany has  also,  it  is  stated,  lately  been  formed  in  Philadelphia 
under  the  name  of  the  "  Yerba  Mat^  Tea  Company,"  the  object  of 
which  is  to  introduce  mat<^  into  the  United  States  as  a  suitable 
beverage  for  the  labouring  classes. 

The  amount  of  mat^  exported  from  Asuncion  during  1899  was 
valued  at  486,783  dol.  gold. 

Yerba  mat<5  has  been  analysed  as  follows  : — 


Per  Cent. 

Matter  soluble  in  ether,  chlorophyl,  wax, 

and  reain 

Cafetannic  acid 

Extractive  matter  and  gam 

Vegetable  albumen            

Fibre           

Ashes           

Cafeine        

10-30 

16-43 

18-80 

8-70 

32  08 

216 

117 

Water 

10*10 

Total 

94-24 

The  most  important  of  these  substances  are  cafetannic  acid  and 
cafeine. 

The  palm  nut  or  coco  grows  abundantly  in  all  parts  of  Para-  ^a^™  J*^**- 
guay.  It  is  rich  in  oil,  and  is  used  for  making  soap.  During 
the  year  under  review  palm  nuts  were  shipped  to  Liverpool  by  the 
Agricultural  Bank,  and  fetched  high  prices,  from  13/.  to  14/.  per 
ton.  The  quality  is  said  to  be  equal  to,  if  not  better,  than  the 
Lagos  nut.  Shipments  have  also  been  made  to  Italy,  where  they 
are  used  for  making  oil.  A  Swiss  firm  in  Asuncion  has  now  in 
use  a  machine  which  is  said  to  give  good  results  in  cracking  the 
nuts  without  bruising  the  kernels.  They  expect  to  be  prepai'ed 
to  ship  an  unlimited  amount  to  the  United  Kingdom  next  year. 
This  is  said  to  be  the  only  machine  of  the  kind  in  Paraguay 
which  has  given  satisfactory  results. 

Attempts    at    viticulture    have    been    frequently     made    in  viticulture. 
Paraguay,  but  it  is  found   that  the    grapes  do   not   ripen  well. 
It    is    claimed,    however,   that   both  the    soil   and   climate   are 
favourable  to  their  growth. 

There  are  many  varieties  of  woods  in  Paraguay,  some  of  which  Timber, 
take  a  high  polish  and  are  suitable  for  heavy  massive  furniture. 
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Cedar,  however,  though  plentiful  is  not  equal  to  Cuban  oedar. 
Prices  are  low,  being  in  many  cases  merely  the  cost  of  the  labour 
and  freight ;  a  fair  price,  however,  would  be  6rf.  per  tree  when  that 
is  in  a  suitable  place  for  felling  and  removal  Considerable 
quantities  of  quebracho  are  shipped  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  in  some 
cases  thence  to  Europe — principally  to  Germany—  for  tanning  and 
for  sleepers.  It  is  said  that  quebracho  is  about  to  be  introduced 
into  France  for  the  latter  purpose  for  which,  owing  to  its  great 
durability,  it  is  particularly  adapted.  Under  the  lieadiiiff  of  timber, 
oranges,  horse-hair,  horns,  &c.  (of  which  the  first-named  is  by  far  the 
most  important  item),  amoimts  to  the  value  of  600,41  o  dol.  gold 
were  exported  during  1899  from  Asuncion. 
Cattle.  Cattle    breeding  offers   one    of   the    few   sound   and   paying 

investments  for  foreign  capital  in  Paraguay.  The  minimum 
of  capital  required  for  starting  this  business  would  be  from 
1,500/.  to  2,000/.,  which  should,  if  competently  managed,  pay 
20  to  30  per  cent,  after  three  years.  One  league  of  good 
grazing  land  (4,692  acres)  is  calculated  as  sufficient  to  feed  from 
1,000  to  1,200  head  of  cattle.  The  best  grazing  land  is  found  in 
the  North  of  Paraguay,  in  Misiones  and  Concepcion ;  good  land  is 
also  to  be  found  in  the  Paraguayan  Chaco.  Some  land  was  lately 
sold  in  the  North  at  200/.  per  league.  Keally  good  pasturage  is, 
however,  not  found  everywhere,  and  it  must  be  remembered,  that 
the  cattle  farmer  has  two  serious  difficulties  to  contend  with  in 
drought  and  locusts. 

The  year  under  review  has  not  on  the  whole  been  very 
satisfactory  for  cattle  farmers,  although  the  amount  of  disease 
and  loss  has  been  small.  The  tax  imposed  by  the  Paraguayan 
Government  of  50  c.  gold  per  head  on  cattle  imported  from 
Brazil  caused  a  temporary  check  to  business,  which  was,  however, 
of  but  short  duration.  Prices  ruled  somewhat  higli,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  fat  animals  in  winter  and  spring  and  tlie  depreciation 
of  the  currency.  The  prices  for  fat  cattle  were  roughly  as 
follows : — 


SteerB.  according  to  Bice  and 
condition        

Oxen 

Cow8,  native 

,,     Brazilian 


PriceB. 


Prom — 


£  *.    d. 


2  5 
2  15 
1  12 
1  16 


To- 


£  s     d. 


2  15 
8  5 
2  2 
2  15 


Cattle  can,  however,  be  bouglit  at  considerably  lower  prices  in 
the  province  of  Matto  Grosso  in  Brazil,  and  sold  at  a  profit  in 
Pai*aguay.  The  following  are  the  chief  markets  for  cattle,  and  the 
figures  denote  an  approximate  calculation  of  the  daily  consump- 
tion of  meat  in  these  towns: — 
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Town. 


Knmber  of  Ammals  SUoghtered 
DaUy. 


Afluncion. . 
Ooneepdon 
Villa  Pilar 
Villa  Bica 
Para^niari 
San  Pedro 


From — 


To~ 


100 
25 
26 
18 
12 
15 


120 
30 
80 
20 
20 
18 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  live-stock  in  Paraguay : — 


Horned  calUe 

Horses 

Donkeys 

Yak8.. 

Sheep 

Ooats 

Pigs.. 


Number. 


2,500,000 
300.090 
20,000 
10,000 
200,000 
40,000 
50,000 


Immigration,  chiefly  agricultural  and  on  a  large  scale,  is  Immigration, 
needed  to  develop  the  natural  resources  of  Paraguay.  At  the 
present  moment,  however,  there  is  little  to  attract  the  immigrant 
owing  to  the  small  demand  for  European  labour,  and  the  excessive 
depreciation  of  the  currency.  Native  labour  is,  however,  of  so 
inferior  a  (piality  that  it  seems  probable  that  before  long  the 
Government  will  have  to  ofi'er  intending  immigrants  greater 
inducements  than  has  been  done  hitherto.  The  Italians  who 
have  proved  the  most  satisfactory  workmen  in  Argentina 
will  probably  also  be  found  the  most  suitable  for  tliis  country, 
and  there  is  already  a  considerable  number  of  this  nationality  in 
Paraguay.  It  cannot,  however,  be  said  that  any  of  the  foreign 
colonies  have  a  very  promising  financial  outlook,  and  this  is 
mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  in  almost  eveiy  instance  tlie  lands 
allotted  to  the  settlers  are  situated  at  too  great  a  disStance  from 
the  capital.  There  is  a  good  market  in  Pnienos  Ayres  for  all  kinds 
of  early  spring  vegetables,  but  at  present  the  demand  is  .i^'reater 
tlian  the  supply.  Had  the  colonies  been  establislied  nearer  to 
Asuncion  they  could  at  any  rate  have  made  market  gardening 
a  fairly  profitable  business.  The  number  of  immigrants  entering 
Paraguay  during  the  year  under  review  is  ;)40 ;  of  these,  113 
were  Italians,  46  P>ritish,  74  Spaniards,  37  French,  and  the 
remainder  (Germans,  Argentines,  and  Swiss. 

The  Anglo-Paraguayan  Liind  Company,  actual  owners  of  tlie  Anglo- 
land  ceded  by  the  Government  to  the  bond  holders  in  payment  of  Paraguayan 
unpaid  coupons  of  the  external  deljt,  have  durinu:  the  ])ast  year  ^*"^  ^°' 
.soM  11  leagues  of  land  at  prices  varying  from  1,000/.  to  '2o0l.  i)er 
leULiue  (4,G02  acres). 
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Railway. 

Tramway. 
Finanee. 


Banco 
Mercantil. 


Change  in 
postal  tariff. 


Industries. 


Commerce. 


Exports. 


The  railway  receipts  for  1899  were  1,247,973  dol.,the  working 
expenses  being  79*09  per  cent.  The  number  of  passengers  carried 
was  538,524,  and  goods  carried  50,774  tons. 

The  tramway  which  is  in  British  hands  carried  870,546 
passengers  during  1899. 

The  amount  of  paper  currency  in  circulation  at  the  end  of  the 
year  under  review  was  9,865,000  Paraguayan  dol.  The  premium 
on  gold  was  650  per  cent,  in  January,  but  in  March  it  rose  to  672 
per  cent.;  in  April  it  was  quoted  at  800  per  cent. ;  in  June  it 
again  fell  to  730  per  cent.,  and  in  July  and  August  to  700  per 
cent. ;  from  October  gold  rose  rapidly  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
finally  touched  820  per  cent.  In  November  a  new  issue  of 
15,000,000  dol.  paper  was  authorised,  and  the  Grovemment  invited 
tenders  for  the  same,  the  contract  being  obtained  by  a  New  York 
company  at  a  price  of  5,88 It  The  quality  of  paper  submitted 
by  a  British  firm  was  found  to  be  greatly  superior  to  the  American 
and  German  samples.,  but  amved  too  late. 

The  Banco  Mercantil,  one  of  the  principal  banking  establish- 
ments in  the  country,  with  a  capital  of  5,000,000  doL,  has  this 
year  declared  a  dividend  of  12  per  cent. 

In  view  of  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  a  decree  was  passed 
in  1898  (with  the  authorisation  of  the  Universal  Postal  Conven- 
tion), which  came  into  force  in  the  later  part  of  1899,  and  by 
which  the  postage  on  letters  from  Paraguay  to  Europe  and  the 
neighbouring  South  American  Republics  was  increased  from  20  to 
40  c.  and  from  10  to  20  c.  respectively. 

The  industries  represented  in  Asuncion  are  as  follows : — Two 
sugar  factories,  three  rum  distilleries,  one  brewery,  one  soap 
factory,  one  tile  factory,  one  cigar  factory,  two  cotton  and  wool 
mills,  one  glass  factory,  and  two  tanneries. 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  of  trade  in  Paraguay  is  that 
during  the  last  two  years  business  relations  with  Europe  have  been 
considerably  increased,  the  greater  part  of  the  exports  being  now 
shipped  there  direct,  and  not  as  previously  to  the  River  Plate. 

According  to  the  statement  of  the  Paraguayan  customs  autho- 
rities the  value  of  the  exports  from  Asuncion  during  1899  was  as 
follows : — 


Value. 

Hides          

Verba,  mUled         

„      anmilled 

„      Brazilian 

Tobacco 

Ure^tock 

Wood,  oi-anges,  hair          

Horns          ..         ••         ••         ••         •• 

Transhipments       

Dollani  gold. 
441,808 
126,897  -32 
860,886  '88 
181,507  -96 
112,488  -15 

5,300 
595,560-59 

4,865  -75 
248,218  -47 

Total        

2,021,028  -12 
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To  these  figures  must  be  added  about  25  per  cent  more  for 
exports  from  other  parts  of  the  country  which  are  not  yet 
published. 

Exports  in  1898  amounted  to  4,414,922  doL  gold,  the  decrease 
in  the  year  now  under  review  being  due  to  the  quarantine  regu- 
lations. A  considerable  amount  of  yerba  has  also  remained  in 
the  country  owing  to  difficulties  of  transport. 

The  imports  for  1899  amounted  to  1,619,590  doL  40  c.  gold,I»port«. 
and  528,247  dol.  26  c.  gold  for  articles  not  paying  duty,  thus 
making  a  total  of  2,147,837  dol.  66  c.  gold.  No  record  of  the 
country  of  origin  of  these  goods  is  kept.  As  in  the  case  of  the 
exports,  the  imports  into  other  parts  of  Paraguay  are  not  yet 
obtainable.  They  may  probably,  however,  be  also  reckoned  at 
about  25  per  cent.  more.  Imports  in  1898  amounted  to 
5,216,972  dol.  gold,  the  large  decrease  in  the  present  year  being 
again  attributable  to  the  commercial  crisis  caused  by  the  outbreak 
of  bubonic  plague. 
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/Report  on  the  Trade  and  Covimerce  of  Klwrassan  for  the  Year 

1898-99 

By  Captain  J.  F.  Whyte,  Acting  British  Consul-Genekal. 

(Beoeived  at  Foreign  Office,  November  25,  1899.) 

This  report  must,  like  many  of  its  predecessors,  be  prefaced  Qeneral 
with  the  remark  that  the  statistics  on  which  it  is  based  are  ^^^t  5^^**^^  ^^ 
reliable.     They  are,  moreover,  statistics  of  the  trade  of  Meshed. 
Statistics  of  the  trade  of  Khorassan  are  not  procurable. 

The  year  under  review  has  been  a  period  of  prosperity  for 
trade  in  almost  all  its  branches,  and  the  value  both  of  imports 
and  exports  shows  a  material  increase  on  the  results  of  the  preced- 
ing year.  The  total  value  of  the  imports  is  given  as  360,522Z., 
but  the  real  value  of  the  goods  imported  for  local  use  or  consump- 
tion falls  somewhat  short  of  this  sum,  for  Meshed  it  must  be 
remembered  is  the  distributing  centre  of  a  not  inconsiderable 
trade  of  India  with  Euesia,  and  of  Bussia  with  Afghanistan. 
Green  tea,  for  instance,  figures  in  the  statistics  as  an  important 
Meshed  import.  It  is,  however,  imported  chiefly  for  exportation 
to  Eussia,  and  the  tea  merchants  say  that  there  is  little  or  no  sale 
for  it  in  Meshed.  From  the  statistics  a  considerable  amount  would 
appear  to  have  remained  at  Meshed  during  1898-99,  but  the  tea 
merchants  who  should  be  in  the  best  position  to  judge  deny  that 
this  was  the  case,  and  explain  that  the  customs  authorities  have 
no  means  of  checking  the  quantity  of  green  tea  which  does  pass 
on  to  Eussia  as  much  of  it  is  smuggled  through.  The  Eussian 
piece-goods  again  destined  for  Afghanistan  are  said  to  be  almost 
entirely  sent  by  the  Meshed  route:  About  17,000/.  or  18,000/. 
worth  is  said  to  have  passed  through  to  Herat  during  1898-99. 

Sugar  and  piece-goods  are  unquestionably  the  most  important  Imports, 
of  Meshed  imports.  The  former  may  be  said  to  have  become  a 
Eussian  monopoly,  as  none  but  Eussian  sugar  can  now  be  put 
profitably  on  the  market,  and  the  bulk  of  the  piece-goods  trade  is 
also  falling  into  Eussian  hands.  The  causes  of  Eussian  success 
are  not  difficult  to  explain.  For  goods  of  foreign  other  than 
Eussian  manufacture  or  production  there  may  be  said  to  be  only 
three  practicable  routes,  namely,  the  Bandar  Abbas  and  Yezd 
route,  the  Tabriz  route  and  the  Qnetta-Sistan  route.  The  distance 
from  Bandar  Abbas  to  Meshed  is  966  miles,  from  Tabriz  to  Meshed 
(499)  A  2 
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943  miles,  and  from  Qiietta  tx)  Meshed  by  Sistaii  1,090  miles  and 
the  goods  imported  by  these  routes  are  carried  on  mules  and  camels 
which  entails  constant  loading  and  unloading  otten  in  the  most 
inclement  weai^her.  There  are  moreover  innumerable  other  dis- 
advantages among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  carelessness  of 
^.he  muleteers  and  camel- drivers,  the  obstruction  of  the  local 
officials  and  the  absence  of  proper  shelter  at  many  of  the  halting 
places.  Russian  goods  on  the  other  hand  are  brought  by  steamer 
and  rail  to  Ashkabad,  whence  they  are  forwarded  to  Meshed  in 
country  carts  covered  if  necessary  with  tarpaulins  or  other  water- 
proof material.  There  need  consecjuently  be  no  loading  or 
unloading  of  the  goods  en  route,  and  many  of  the  cart  drivers 
are  Europeans.  There  are  suitable  caravanserais  at  the  chief 
halting  places,  and  the  obstruction  of  the  local  officials  is  reduced 
to  a  minimum  owing  to  the  presence  of  Russian  officials  at  the 
Russo-Persian  frontier,  at  Kuchan  and  at  Meshed. 

In  the  matter  of  freight  also  the  advantages  on  the  side  of 
Russian  trade  are  equally  apparent.  A  poud  of  36  lbs.  of  Russian 
<?oods  can  be  sent  from  Moscow  to  Meshed  in  summer  via 
Tsaritsin  and  Krasnovodsk  for  about  7  krans  and  during  winter 
via  Petrovsk  and  Krasnovodsk  for  about  11  krans.  The  approxi- 
mate average  cost  of  the  carriage  of  the  same  weight  of  goods 
was  during  1898-99  from  Bandar  Abbas  to  Meshed  19  krans, 
from  Tabriz  to  Meshed  16^  krans,  and  from  Quetta  to  Meshed 
15  krans.  Under  these  conditions  the  cause  for  sui'prise  ia  not 
that  the  Itussian  manufacturers  should  be  capturing  the  Khorassan 
market,  but  that  foreign  competition  should  remain  as  formidable 
as  it  is. 

Exports.  The  export  trade  of  Meshed  is  chiefly  with  Russia,  which  pur- 

chased (during  1898-99)  124,792/.  worth  of  Khorassan  produce  and 
manufacture,  or  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  total  exportation.  Opium 
is  the  only  export  of  importance  which  finds  its  way  south.  The 
bulk  of  it  is  sent  vift  Bandar  Abbas  to  Bombay  to  be  despatched 
thence  to  China. 

British  Despite  the  disadvantages  under  wliich  British  trade  labours 

imports.  there  has  been  during  1898-99  an  increased  importation  of  British 

goods  under  most  important  heads.  There  is,  it  is  true,  a  decrease 
in  the  value  imported  by  Bandar  Abbas,  but  this  decrease  can  be 
more  than  accounted  for  by  the  decline  of  the  Indian  and  Chinese 
tea  transit  trade  with  Russia.  After  deducting  the  value  of  goods 
imported  for  exportation  to  Russia  and  Afghanistan,  the  value  of 
Meshed  imports  may  be  said  to  be  roughly  300,000Z.  The  British 
share  of  this  amount  was  rather  more  than  a  third. 

Oreeii  ten  There  is  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  green  tea 

imported,  both  Chinese  and  Indian,  l)ut  as  has  bean  explained 
these  teas  are  imported  chiefly  for  exportation  to  Transcaspia  and 
Turkistan  and  are  not  an  important  Meshed  import.  It  does  not 
however  follow  that  because  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the 
quantity  sent  vik  Meshed  that  the  trade  is  declining  as  the  bulk 
of  these  teas  is  being,  it  is  said,  despatched  via  Batoum. 
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Black  tea,  on  the  other  hand,  is  imported  chiefly  for  local  Black  tea. 
consumption,  and  the  demand  for  it  in  Meshed  is  described  as 
being  steadily  on  the  increase.  There  has  been  a  decreased 
importation,  but  this  is  again  due  to  th<}  despatch  of  the  bulk  of 
this  tea  destined  for  the  Transcaspian  markets  viS,  Batoum  instead 
of,  as  formerly,  vift  Meshed. 

The  indigo  imported  is  of  medium  quality  produced  in  Khair-  Ind.gt). 
pur  and  Mooltan.  The  trade  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  British 
Indian  merchants.  The  quantity  imported  during  1898-99 — an 
increase  to  the  extent  of  about  7,000/.  on  the  importation  of  the 
preceding  year — ^is  said  to  represent  approximately  the  local 
requirements,  and  it  is  not  believed  that  there  is  much  room  for 
further  development. 

The    importation  of  British  and  Indian  sheeting    has  risen  Britii«b  and 
from  2,032/.  in  1897-98  to  6,760/.  in  1898-99,  or  an  increase  of  l^^^^ 
4,728/.     The  sheeting  imported  was  for  the  most  part  of  superior  *  ^^  "^^' 
quality  and  of  British  manufacture.     Being  of  softer  texture  it 
is  largely  taking  the  place  of  country  cloth  for  the  making  of 
clothes. 

There  is  a  slight  decrease  under  the  bead  of  bleached  long-  Blenched  and 
cloth,  partly  due  to  overstocking  during  1897-98,  and  partly  to  the  J^^^^iTtt  "^ 
increased  favour  which  unbleached  longcloth   is   finding.      The  ^^^^^ 
increased  importation  of  the  unbleached  article,  which  is  said  to 
take  dyes  extremely  well  and  is  being  much  need  for  clothing, 
more  than  counterbalances  the  decrease  nnder  the  head  of  bleached 
longcloth.     In  these  articles  and  in  sheeting  Eussian  competition 
is  described  as  having  made  no  headway. 

Although,  as  hsis  been  said,  the  Eussian  manufacturers  are  fast  Miscellaneous 
securing  the  bulk  of  piece-goods  trade,  British  piece-goods  have  P^' ^'^'g^^*^*- 
by  no  means  been  driven  from  the  field,  and  were  imported 
during  1898-99  to  the  value  of  26,000/.  They  continue  to  be 
the  most  important  British  import  and  are  brought  to  Meshed 
chiefly  vial  Tabriz.  About  20,000/.  worth  is  said  to  have  (v*me  by 
this  route  during  1898-99.  The  value  of  these  goods  •mpoited 
by  Bandar-Abbas  was  only  6,388/. 

There  has  been  a  largely  increased  importation  ot  both  muslin  Muslin  and 
and  Turkey-reds.  In  the  muslin  trade  there  is  no  serious  com-  Turkev-reds. 
petition,  as  the  article  turned  out  by  the  Eussian  manufacturers  is 
of  inferior  quality  and  finds  no  favour.  They  have  been,  however, 
more  successful  with  Tnrkey-reds,  and  although  the  Eussian  article 
cannot  compete  in  quality  and  durability  with  the  British  Turkey- 
red,  it  can  be  put  on  the  market  at  a  cheaper  price,  and  conse- 
quently secures  a  large  share  of  the  local  demand. 

Eussian   competition  again  is  responsible  for  the  decreased  Cotton  vam 
importation  of    British  cotton    yarn   and   twist.      Their    manu-  *^^  ^'^**" 
facturers  are  reported  to  have  succeeded  in  turning  out  a  cheap 
print,  which  is  a  close  imitation  of  the  country  cloth  still  largely 
woven  in  Meshed  from  British  cotton  yam. 

Copper  has  been  in  strong  demand  throughout  the  year  the  Copper, 
importation  being  treble  that  of  1897-98.     This  metal  is  chiefly 
required  for  the  making  of  cooking  and  domestic  utensils,  and  the 
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Kussiun 
imports. 


Sugar. 


Candles  and 
kerosene  oil. 


Piecf-goodft. 


Iron  goods 
and  steel. 


Glass  and 
cliinaware 


Brass, 

brussware  nnd 
brass  wire. 

Matclies. 


Sackcloth. 


increased  importation  iiuiy  be  ascribed  to  the  general  prosperity 
consequent  on  a  revival  of  trade. 

Dru^s  and  spices  are  cliiefly  of  Indian  preparation  or  pro- 
duce.    There  wiis  an  increased  importation  under  both  heads. 

The  value  of  Russian  imports  has  risen  from  121,307/.  in 
1897-98  to  163,322/.  during  the  year  under  review,  the  chief 
increase  being  under  the  head  of  piece-goods.  In  five  years  the 
Ilussian  import  tiude  has  risen  from  59,208/.  to  the  amount  stated. 

Eussian  sugar  has  apparently  captured  the  Khorassan  market 
and  driven  all  other  competitors  from  the  field.  The  demand 
during  the  year  was  normal  and  the  only  point  noticeable  was  the 
increased  favour  which  crystallised  sugar  is  finding. 

The  impoi-tation  of  Eussian  candles  was  slightly  less  than  in 
the  preceding  year,  due  probably  to  over-stocking.  The  decrease 
in  the  quantity  of  kerosene  oil  imported  is  much  more  marked, 
and  is  said  to  be  due  to  the  despatch  by  sea  to  the  Persian  Gulf 
of  the  kerosene  oil  for  the  province  of  Kirman  which  hitherto 
nas  l)een  seat  hy  Meshed. 

The  value  of  Eussian  piece-goods  imported  during  1898-99  is 
given  as  59,414/.  or  more  than  treble  the  importation  of  1897-98. 
These  figures,  however,  not  only  represent  the  local  demand,  but 
also  a  part  of  the  requirements  of  the  province  of  Herat  which 
is  largely  supplied  with  these  goods  through  Meshed.  That  the 
people  of  Herat  should  be  obliged  to  get  their  piece-goods  through 
Meshed,  and  to  pay  the  Persian  in  addition  to  the  Afghan  import 
duty  is  one  of  those  anomalies  of  which  trade  in  the  East  is 
so  fruitful.  The  chief  causes  of  Eussian  success  in  this  branch 
of  trade  have  been  explained  but  it  must  at  the  same  time  be 
admitted  that  the  quality  of  Eussian  piece-goods  is  steadily 
improving,  tliat  the  local  taste  in  colour,  pattern,  and  design  is 
being  closely  studied  by  the  Eussian  manufacturers,  and  that 
these  goods  would  be  formidable  rivals  to  the  British  piece-goods 
even  if  conditions  were  less  favourable  to  them. 

The  bulk  of  the  iron  and  steel  imported  is  Eussian.  There 
is  an  increased  importation  under  both  heads,  notably  in  the 
case  of  steel,  the  imported  value  of  which  has  risen  from  345/. 
to  1,016/. 

Although  the  value  of  Eussian  glass  and  chinaware  imported 
is  not  so  higli  as  in  1897-98  there  was  still  a  good  demand 
for  these  articles.  The  Eussian  manufacturers  practically  command 
the  market  in  this  branch  of  trade. 

There  is  a  striking  increase  under  the  head  of  brass.  The 
value  of  these  goods  imported  in  1897-98  was  627/.,  in  1898-99  it 
advanced  to  2,562/. 

Strong  eflbrts  are  being  made  by  the  Eussian  match  manu- 
facturers to  secure  this  market,  and  they  have  been  attended 
by  a  considerable  measure  of  success,  the  value  of  Eussian  matches 
having  risen  from  141/.  in  1897-98  to  1,036/.  in  1S98-99. 

Tlie  demand  for  sackcloth  is  largely  dependent  on  the  state 
of  the  wool  trade,  the  centre  of  which  is  Turbat-i-Haidari.  There 
is  a  slightly  increased  importation. 
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The  importation  of  tea  from  Snssia  ooDtinues  to  inerMise.     In  Xm. 
1896-97  the  value  imported  was  390L,  in  1897-98  it  rose  to  472t, 
and  in  the  rear  ondler  report  it  has  again  risen  to  SOOL    As 
explained  in  the  last  report  this  tea  is  the  Chinese  Uack  tea 
which  seems  to  be  increasing  in  £aronr. 

Tliere  is  a  decrease  in  the  Merv  and  Bukhara  imports  dne  to  a  "^^  ^^ 
decline  in  the  demand  for  skins  and  leather.  ^k*!.^rs 

Ti:ere  is  a  much  heavier  importation  bv  the  Tabriz  route  than  imports 
in  the  preceding  year  notably  under  the  heads  of  piece-goods,  TmkeT. 
broadcloth  and  cutlery,  watches  and  fiEmcy  goods.    The  valae  of^^'-J*"^ 
the  piece-goods  brought  by  this  route  is  given  as  22,448/^  an        ™" 
increase  of  over  7,000/.  on  the  figures  for  1897-98,  of  which  about 
nine-tenths  is  <^aid  to  be  Britisk     Four-fifths  of  the  broadcloth 
also  is  British  and  there  is  a  large  increase  under  this  head,  the 
importation  being  nearly  double  that  of  1897-98.      The  value 
of  cutlery,  watches,  and  fancy  goods  has  risen  from  1,560£  in 
1897-98  to  4,227i    These  goods  are  chiefly  of  German  and  Swiss 
manufacture.      A  considerable  increase  is   also   reported  in  the 
importation  of  aniline  dyes  which  are  another  important  import 
by  this  route. 

There  is  an  increase  of  14,394/.  in  the  value  of  Afghan  im-A(g^ia- 
p<>rt«?      Posting,  sheep  and  lami^skins,  and  carpets  are  the  articles  ""F^**^*- 
of  which  there  has  been  an  increased  importation.     The  value  of 
sheep  and  lamb-skins  imported  has  risen  from  6,900/.  in  1897-98 
to  14,310/.,  and  the  trade  in  tliese  skins  is  reported  to  have  been 
very  prcfiteble. 

The  only  export  of  importance  sent  south  is  opium,  and  Sxpors  to 
although  a  considerable  amount  is  reported  to  be  yearly  des-  ^*'** 
patched  to  Bombay,  it  is  not  in  reality  an  export  to  India,  being 
merely  sent  to  Biombay  for  transhipment  to  China.  There  is  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  quantity  of  silk  exported.  This  silk 
is  said  U}  find  great  favour  with  the  buniyas,  or  native  merchants 
c»f  Shikarpur,  and  the  entire  exportation  is  consigned  to  them. 

Wool,  shawls,  carpets,  skins,  and  country  cloth  are  the  chief  Ex|*ort*  to 
articles  of  export  to  Russia.     The  wool  trade  is  reported  to  have  ^^^^ 
Ijeen  brisk  and  profitable,  and  the  exportation  of  shawls,  carpets,         *^^' 
and  countTT  cloth  also  has  largely  increased.     The  strides  which 
the  export  trade  with  Sussia  has  made  during  the  last  four  years 
are  remarkable.     In  1894-95  the  total  exportation  was  valued  at 
24,458/.,  in  the  year  under  report  it  is  valued,  as  has  been  stated, 
at  124,792/. 

Tlie  export  trade  with  Afghanistan  is  unimportant,  and  calls  A^'.au 
for  no  special  remarks.  e^ort*. 

The  following  remarks  on  exchange  have   been  kindly   fur-  Kxrhsmge. 
nished  by  the  manager  of  the  Meshed  branch  of  the  Imperial 
Bank  of  Persia : — 

The  Imperial  Bank  of  Persia  is  now  the  principal  medium  for 
exchange  facilities,  which,  owing  to  the  ever-increasing  trade  with 
Sussia,  is  a  matter  of  some  importance  to  traders. 

There  are  one  or  two  good  native  houses  which  also  transact 
banking  business. 
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During  the  past  year  the  price  of  the  rouble  has  varied  be- 
tween 5  and  5-55  krans.  In  May  the  Kussian  Government  issued 
their  notice  prohibiting  the  import  into  Transcaspia  of  the 
Persian  kran,  and  it  was  expected  that  a  general  and  steady  rise 
in  the  value  of  the  roubl  en  Meshed  would  result,  and  importers 
of  Russian  goods  were  extremely  nervous  at  the  prospect.  This 
effect  was  very  temporary,  however,  being  checked  by  the  diffi- 
culty of  importing  silver  bullion  into  Persia  through  Russia,  the 
Russian  Government  having  imposed  a  duty  of  3  r.  per  Russian  lb. 
even  on  silver  in  transit, 

Russian  notes  and  gold  are  found  in  considerable  quantities 
in  the  bazaars,  but  the  price  is  subject  to  the  fluctuations  of 
exchange. 

Goldsmiths  find  the  gold  in  the  Russian  coins  very  good  and 
profitable  for  their  work,  and  it  is  estimated  that  100,000  r.  of 
Russian  gold  coins  are  turned  into  jewellery  during  the  year. 

Rupee  drafts  are  much  in  request  by  Afghan  wool  traders, 
who  buy  in  India  British  goods  for  the  Afghan  market,  and 
bring  wool  to  Khorassan  for  Russian  purchasers.  During  the 
year  about  300,000  rs.  have  been  taken  up  in  this  business.  The 
rupee  rate  for  the  year  has  fluctuated  between"  28  and  30  rs.  the 
100  krans. 


Cat  riage  and 
freight. 


Cost  of  Caniage  and  Freight. 


From— ' 


Bandar 
Abbas. 


Tabrls. 


Qaetta. 


DistaxKM  to  Heshed     .„ 

CoBt  of  (arriaae  to  Meshed— 
Average    coat    per    Persian    nuin    of  | 

64  lbs.  during  the  year 

Average    cost    per    Ru»ian    poiul    of  I 
36  lbs.— 

During  summer  | 

,,       winter  ...        i 

Freight  to  Ashkab^d  per  Kussiao  poud  of 
36  lbs.—  I 

During    summer,   vift  Tsaiitsin   and 

Astrakhati         ' 

During  winter  viA  Petrovsk 


Mfles. 
966 


MUet. 
MS 


Krans. 

4 


Krans. 
3 


MilM. 

1,090 


Krans. 
2i 


160 


Krani. 


4 


MOMOW. 


B.    c. 


1     I0» 
1    40t 


•  Approximately,  6i  krans. 


*  Approximately,  7  krans. 
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Eetukn  of  Articles  Imported  into  Meshed  from  India  vii 
Jiombay,  Bandar  Abbas,  and  Kirman  (or  Yezd)  during  the 
Year  1898-99. 


Articles. 


Tea- 
Green    . .  . .  , . 

Black     

Colour  not  specified    . . 

Indigo 

Sheeting  (British  and  Indian) 

Longeloth,    bleached    (Bzitish 
and  Indian) 

Longcloth,  unbleached  . . 

Cotton  prints 

Muslin 

Turkey-reds 

Miscellaneous  piece-goods 

Shawls 

Cotton  yam  and  twist    . . 

Copper  sheets 

Tin  and  lead         •  •  • . 

China  basins  and  other  china- 
ware 

Books 

Ginger,  preserved 

Drugs        ,, 

Coffee        

Spices 

Glass  beads 

Mineellaneous 


Yalne. 


Persian 

Currency. 


IHimsns. 

125,562 

76,485 

8,550 

87,220 

88,800 

35,195 
27,476 

8,410 

5,895 
18,395 
31,940 

1,000 
72,164 
31,015 

3,112 

5,450 
7,476 
2,670 

12,595 
3,660 

19,910 
1.140 
3,025 


Total 616,648 


Sterling. 


25,112 
15,297 

1,710 
17,444 

6,760 

7,039 
5,496 
1,682 
1,079 
2,679 
6,388 
200 
14,483 
6,203 


1,090 
1,496 

684 
2,519 

782 
8,982 

228 

605 


128,328 


Passed  on  to  Russian 
Territory. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Tumans. 

40,966 

16,106 

23,201 

640 


600 
4,200 


360 
10,560 


7,662 


108,278 


Sterling. 


8,193 

3,021 

4,640 

128 


120 
840 


70 
1,110 


1,632 


20,664 


NoTB. — 6  tumans  »  i;.  sterling. 
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Retukn  of  Articles  Imported  into  Meshed  from  Kussian  Ten'itory 
during  the  Year  1898-99. 


Articles. 


Sugar,  loaf 

„      crystallised 
Candles   .. 
Kerosene  oil       . .  . .  . .  . .  •  • 

Piece-goods  (including  broadcloth  and  cotton 

prints)..         ..         ..         .« 

Iron,  iron  goods,  nails,  &c. 

Steel        

Brass,  brassware,  and  braes  wire 
Glass  and  china  ware     .  • 
Gold  lace,  &c.    . . 

Paper 

Glass  panes  and  mirrors 

Lead  and  tin      . . 

Sewine  machines  . .         •  • 

Vitriol 

Cochineal  ..         .• 

Cutlery,  haberdashery,  and  fancy  goods 

Matches  ..         

Leather  ..         ..         ..         ..         ••         .. 

Cotton  yam       .  •         . .         . .         •  •     '     . . 

„      twist       ..         ..         ••         ..         .. 
Sackcloth 
Cigarettes  and  tobacco . . 

Chairs • 

Wooden  spoons 

Miscellaneous    ..         ..         •• 
Russian  tea        . .         . .         .  • 

Trays       

Fish         

Total  

Gt>ods  imported  from  Merr  and  Bukhara- 
Carpets   ..         ..         ..         ..         •• 

Camel-hair  cloth  . .  • .  . . 

Hides 

Skins 

Leather  .. 
Pumpkin  seeds  • . 
Horse  clothing  . . 

Saddlery , 

Miscellaneous     .. 

Total 

Grand  total 


Value. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Sterling. 


Tumans. 

168,380 

121,458 

12,914 

17,460 

297,070 

36,168 

5,080 

12,810 

44,690 

2,050 

14,946 

2,511 

1,052 

1,810 

5,412 

500 

4,740 

5,181 

240 

14,110 

10,500 

1,000 

245 

10,550 

4,000 

1,280 

50 


796,207 


2,550 

2,000 

3,020 

8,050 

500 

546 

560 

780 

2,460 


20,416 
816,623 


NoTB. — 5  tumans  -»  II.  s  ;erling. 


£ 

83,676 

24,291 

2,588 

3,402 

59,414 

7,238 

1,016 

2,562 

8,938 

410 

2,989 

602 

210 

362 

1,082 

100 

948 

1,036 

"48 

2V822 

2,100 

200 

49 

2,110 

800 

256 

10 


169,289 


510 
400 
604 
1,610 
100 
109 
112 
146 
492 


4,083 


163,322 
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Ekturn  of  Articles  Imported  into  Meshed  vift  Turkey,  Tabriz, 
arid  Teheran  during  the  Year  1898-99. 


Value. 

Articlea. 

Persian 

Sterling. 

Broadcloth              

Piece-goods            

Matches 

Cliina  and  glassware 

Cutlerj,  watches,  and  fancy  goods 

Gold  lane 

aiass  beads            

Cochineal    .. 

Cotton  yarn  and  twist 

Books          

Looking  glasses 

Aniline  dye 

Paper          

Miscellaneous        

Tumans. 

53,050 

112,240 

2,395 

4,010 

21,135 

450 

2,760 

6,475 

4,500 

700 

3,300 

12,200 

4,820 

8,965 

£ 

10,610 

22,448 

479 

802 

4,227 

90 

552 

1,295 
900 
140 
660 

2,440 
864 

1,793 

Total 

236,500 

47,300 

Note. — 5  tumans  —  1^  sterling. 

Eetukn  of  Articles  Imported  into  Meshed  from  Afghanistan 
during  the  Year  1898-99. 


Articles. 


Fostins 

Barak  

Carpets  and  woollen  bags 

Sheep  and  lamb  skins 

Pistachios   .. 

Cummin  seeds 

Manna 

Fans 

Miscellaneous 

Total 


Value. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Tumans. 
8,395 
7,325 
23,199 
71,650 
7,766 
3,436 
2,526 
2,705 
5,960 


132,862 


Sterling. 


£ 

1,679 

1,465 

4,640 

14,310 

1,553 

687 

505 

541 

1,192 


26,572 


NOTB. — 5  tumans  =»  1^.  sterling. 
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RiTTJRN  of  Articles  Exported  from  Meshed  to  India  vii  Tezd  (or 
Kirman)  and  Bandar  Abbas  during  the  Year  1898-99. 


ArtiolM. 

Val 

Persian 
Currency. 

ue. 

Sterling. 

Silk,  piece-goods 

Opium        

Pistachios 

Almonds 

Tomans. 

7,600 
168,726 

4,411 
60 

£ 

1,620 

33,746 

882 

12 

Total       

180,796 

36,159 

Articles  exported  to  Quetta  TiA 
Nushki  and  Sistan  route — 
Silk,  piece-goods 

Horses 

Pistachios           

Wool 

2,800 

2,900 

1,040 

260 

560 

580 

208 

60 

Total 

6,990 

1,398 

Grand  total 

187,786 

87,667 

NoTB. — 5  tumans  «  1/.  sterling. 

Return  of  Articles  Exported  from  Meshed  to  Russian  Territory 
during  the  Year  1898-99. 


Value. 

Articles. 

Persian 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

• 

Tumans. 

£ 

Wool , 

181,910 

26,882 

Cotton 

6.110 

1,222 

Almonds..         ..         ••         •• 

1,166 

231 

Fresh  and  dried  fruits . . 

6,728 

1,146 

Tobacco 

1,730 

346 

Shawls 

102,660 

20,610 

Carpeto 

56,826 

11,265 

Skins 

148,401 

29,680 

Silk,  piece-goods 

6,700 

1,340 

Leather 

16,687 

3,317 

Country  cloth  and  prints 

94,082 

18,816 

Postins 

1,060 

212 

Socks 

260 

50 

Miscellaneous 

61,381 

10,276 

Total 

623,969 

124,792 

NoTB. — 6  tumans  »  II.  sterling. 
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Return  of  Articles  Exported  from  Meshed  to  Afghanistan 
during  the  Year  1898-99. 


Articles. 


Sugar,  candied  . . 
Miscellaneous    .. 

Total  

Foreign  goods  passing  through  Meshed 
to  Afffltftnisten — 
Piece-goods    .. 
Sugar,  loaf     . . 

„       cT7stallised    .. 
Iron  and  steel 

„     manufactures  ••         .. 
Cutlerj,  haberdashery,  and  fancy 

goods 
Candles 
Kerosene  oil  . . 
Drugs  . .         . .         . .         . .         •  • 

Cotton  jam    . . 

Vitriol 

Paper  .. 
Spices  . . 
Miscellaneous.. 
Tea,  green 
„     colour  not  specified 

Total  


Value. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Tumans. 

I,9d4 

11,080 


18,074 


100,867 

16,184 

6,114 

850 

933 

1,526 

1,427 
181 

2,766 

252 

677 

948 

81 

4,400 
850 

2,265 


139,760 


Sterling. 


£ 

399 
2,216 


2,615 


20,171 

8,227 

1,223 

170 

187 

305 
285 

36 
653 

51 
135 
190 

16 
880 

70 
451 


27,950 


NOTB. — 5  tumans  ^  1/.  sterling. 
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TABULA.R  Statement  showing  Totals  of  Imports  and  Exports  of 
Foreign  Groods  from  and  to  Meshed  for  Five  Years,  1894-95 
to  1898-99. 


ImpohBW 

Value. 

Bemarkfl. 

Szporti. 

1884-66.      1896-66. 

1896-07. 

1897-98. 

1888-4)9. 

£        \        £ 
261,870    i   122,996 

42,824 

£ 
47,199 

£ 
20,684 

Goods  imported  from 
India,  which  paised 

toryi 

Impobxi. 

From       India.       tIA 
Bombay  and  Bandar 
Abbas           

Prom  BoMlaa  territory 

From     Europe,     vift 
Turkey  and  Tabriz... 

From  Alghantetan     ... 

812,188 

69,208 

19,628 
18,479 

199,167 
86;929 

24.166 
11,869 

89,647 
92,M7 

19,740 
6,206 

180,282 
121,279 

26,678 
12,178 

128,828 
168,822 

47,800 
26,672 

Total  Importo      ... 

404,488 

822,121 

208,040 

280,412 

860,622 

EzYomn. 

Te  India 

Bomian  territory  ... 

Afichaniatan 

Algtaanlitan 

6,871 

24,468 

916 

8,806 

22,269 

67.889 

906 

11,760 

19,681 
80,820 
2,879 
12,694 

40,068 

79,468 

1140 

16,864 

87,667 

124,792 

2,616 

27,948 

Foroign  goods   that 

Total  exports 

41,062    1   102,826 

116,074 

186,688 

192,912 

Total  impom  and 
exports 

446,486       424,947 

828,114 

426,961 

668,484 

Nora.— 6  tomans  s  u,  steriing. 
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Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No,  2346. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Comimrce  of  the  Persian  €hUf  for  the 
Year  1899  hy  lAeut'CoL  Meade,  E'er  Majesty's  ConstU' 
General  at  Bushire, 

(ReoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  May  14, 1900.) 

Trade,  generally  speaking,  during  the  year  1899,  was  better  OenerAl 
than  that  of  1898,  but  the  improvement  was  not  as  great  astomarks. 
was  at  firat  anticipated,  owing  to  failure  of  rain  during  the  later 
part  of  the  season.  Tlie  trade  of  these  parts  depends  principally 
on  the  amount  of  the  rainfall,  as  a  good  rainfall  stimulates  export 
of  cereals,  and  the  consequent  import  of  foreign  goods.  Sufficient 
rain  has  fallen  this  year  everywhere  and  an  abnormal  harvest  is 
expected. 

Prices  of  foodstuffs  were  from  30  to  -40  per  cent,  lower  in  the 
year  under  report  than  in  1898. 

Although  the  harvest  for  the  year  1890  was  much  better  than 
those  of  the  last  few  years,  the  embargo  on  the  export  of  grain 
continued  throughout  the  year.  iMie  prohibition  has  been  detri- 
mental to  British  firms  as,  while  natives  are  able  to  evade  it,  under 
one  pretext  or  another,  Europeans  are  absolutely  forbidden  to 
buy,  or  even  remove  grain  from  one  place  in  Persia  or  another.  It 
is  hoped  that  this  unnecessary  restriction  will  be  removed  during 
the  current  year. 

Reference  was  made  in  last  report  to  the  debased  state  of  the  Currency, 
currency  of  the  country.  The  inconvenience  to  which  merchants 
were  put  on  account  of  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  currency  has 
disappeared  to  some  extent,  owing  partly  to  the  partial  withdrawal 
of  the  objectionable  and  illegal  notes  called  "  Bejecks,"  which  a 
native  company  had  put  into  circulation  in  Bushire,  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  monopoly  granted  by  the  Peraian  Government  to  the 
Imperial  Bank  of  Persia. 

.   The  management  of  and  arrangements  for  the  protection  of  CuBtom-houM. 
merchants'  goods  at  the  custom-house,  unfortunately  continue  un- 
satisfactory ;  but  frauds  and  robberies  have  diminished  since  the 
punishment  of  the  culprits  involved  in  the  fraudulent  jettison  of 
the  cargo  of  ss.  "  Parran  "  in  1898. 

During  the  year  1899  fluctuations  occurred  in  sterling  exchange  Exchanffe 
(531)  A  2  * ' 
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between  the  rates  of  55  and  52^  krans  per  1/.  for  bank  paper. 
It  touched  its  highest  point  in  March  and  its  lowest  in  August. 
The  fluctuations  liave  at  no  time  during  the  year  been  at  all 
violent. 

Kupee  exchange  has  varied  between  3*65  krans,  at  which  it 
stood  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  3*45  krans  for  bank  paper.  Eupees 
in  silver  have  fluctuated  between  the  same  limits. 

Specie.  Considerable  quantities  of  rupees,  sovereigns,  Turkish  pounds, 

.    Austrian  dollars  and  other  coins  have  been  imported  and  exported 
from  and  to  Aden,  Bombay,  Arabian  and  Eed  Sea  ports. 

No  reliable  statistics  under  this  head  are  available,  but  the 
quantity  which  has  come  under  notice  amounted  to  1,10,92,900  rs. 
(739,527/.).  In  addition  to  the  above,  bar  silver,  to  the  value  of 
about  60,000/;  (9>00,000  rs.)  has  been  imported  into  Persia  vift 
Bushird  during  1899. 

Mule  hire.  The  year  opened  at  100  krans  per  100  maunds  (775  lbs.)  for 

mule  hire,  and  rates  were  steady  till  the  grazing  season  com- 
menced, when  a  fall  to  80  krans  took  place.  This  was  followed 
by  a  rise  to  90  krans  during  April  and  May,  after  which  a  gradual 
decline  took  place,  rates  touching  67^  krans  in  July.  From  this 
period  to  end  of  the  year  the  highest  figure  Was  75  krans  per 

100  maunds  of  775  lbs. 

Freighi  The  year  opened  with  a  quotation  of  225.  6d.  per  ton  to  London. 

It  gradually  rose  during  tlie  year  and  stood  at  2o«.  in  December. 

Shipping  106   steamers,  with  a  net  tonnage  of   126,016  tons,  entered 

Bushire  during  1899.  This  shows  an  increase  of  eight  steamers 
of  26,169  tons  over  the  shipping  of  1898.     Of  the  106  steamers, 

101  were  under  the  British  flag,  2  under  the  Austro-Hungariail, 
2  Turkish,  and  1  Norwegian  flag. 

The  increase  in  shipping  in  1899  may  safely  be  put  dowii  to 
the  improved  state  of  the  harvest  during  the  year. 
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Tamua  sUowiiig  the  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Exported 
from  the  Port  of  Bushire  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


» 

1898. 

1899. 

Arfiolei. 

Head       ... 

QnanUty. 

Value. 

Quantity.    | 

Value. 

Horses         

78 

731 

{«?  i 

1,680 

l>tnkeya     

t»         ••• 

... 

6 

Mules 

M                  ... 

... 

t 

20 

Guns  and  rtllM     

Pases       ... 

... 

... 

^ 

2,400 

Oilier  sorts  of  ftrms,  Ac 

Bundles   ... 

2 

31 

... 

Cattle          „ 

Head 

6000      i 

l,ftOO 

7,000 

1,866 

Cotton  piece-goods *' 

Packages ... 

113 

3,029 

W8 

7,9iO 

Other  sorts  o(  cotton  piece-goods 

... 

U 

167 

Cotton,  raw 

Pwts. 

iVieo 

1,378 

2.598      1 

8,598 

YHrnandtwtet     

201       1 

604 

6C5 

747 

Dates         .;;'      

i\     :» 

12,084 

3.942 

19,360 

5,172 

Drugs  and  mc<Ucines     

1,203 

... 

1,517 

Djeing  and  tiolouring  materials 

Cwts."      ... 

"864 

514 

6.?S      ^ 

726 

Almonds     .7.        

,,         ..; 

2.722 

2,181 

6,405 

Almond  kernels     

11 

9,9  lli 

11,730 

S,6?6 

9,197 

lUUins  and'Alrrants      

it 

... 

•  ', 

MX7 

i»62 

other  sorts  of  fraits,  Ac 

11          ••• 

8,924 

2,212 

HV" 

2.806 

G ruin  and  pulio    » 

»t          ••• 

... 

zM\ 

2,385 

Wheat       '.Tl*      

"*I2 

4 

"... 

... 

Barley         

,i          ... 

93) 

17ft 

... 

... 

Rico  ...        t.«       

II          ••> 

9 

6 

... 

Other  sorts  of  grain,  Ac. 

II          ».. 

1,217 

S3i 

... 

... 

Gum ...       ...       ...       

ti          ••• 

20,d01 

14,317 

30,321 

33,8^0 

„    mastio-        

II          ••• 

1,820 

2,294 

2,781 

19,980 

Hides  and  i>kins    

Bundles    ... 

3,4U 

17,222 

8,197 

17,051 

Jewellery  ao^  silverware 
Copper,  Ac '       

Cwti!'      ... 

1,0&9. 

1          "361 

4,101 

i,r2o 

Opium         

Cheuts      ... 

8,681 

2I0V&O8 

4587 

286,800 

Pearls          

Bundles  ... 

... 

... 

2 

3,467 

Itosewater 

... 

■•• 

4,072 

... 

4.926 

Other  soru  of  perfumery 

Cases       ... 

1 

12 

6 

19 

Ghee           

Cwts 

860 

898 

53 

209 

Sugar  (loaf  and  coft)       

,, 

1,226 

946 

665 

595 

Tea 

m 

302 

28 

172 

Other  sons  of  provisions 

Packages... 

680 

843 

(81 

316 

Linseed       

Cwts.       ... 

8,418 

865 

8,613 

964 

Other  sorts  uf  seeds        

... 

3,180 

1,173 

{         6,083 

2,980 

Shells  (motliorof-pearl) 

If          ••• 

59,639 

49,701 

1       24,480 

22,314 

Snk,  raw     

'  Bundles  ... 

144 

2,965 

192 

4,509 

Tobacco       

;  CwU.      ... 

21.625 

19,598 

4,646 

4,670 

Wool           ...       

Cwts.       ... 

11,004 

14.672 

3,327 

4,740 

Carpets       

1 

... 

82,701 

^fS 

Other  sorts  of  woollen  goods     ... 

Bundles  ... 

1 

22 

'"  8 

102 

Specie         

... 

... 

19,178 

... 

81,148 

Articles  not  specified  abore      ... 

4,190 

... 

6,229 

Total    

... 

1 

426,721 

... 

620,348 

(581) 
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6  BUSHIRE. 

Total  Value  of  Exports  from  Biishire  to  Principal  Countries. 


Country. 

Value. 

1898. 

1899. 

United  Kingdom 

India 

France 

Gennany 

AoRtria^Hnngary          .  •         .  • 

America 

Turkey 

Egypt     

China 

Malta 

Cyprus    .•         

Greece 

MuBkat  and  dependencies 

Zanzibar 

Bahrain 

Arab  Coast         

Persian  ports 

£ 

115,471 

72,522 

2,687 

688 

•  • 

9 

11,889 

80,844 

176,610 

254 

51 

2,696 

1,291 

982 

6,050 

5V482 

£ 
78,808 
95,273 

906 
1,841 

858 

17,094 

21,804 

289,267 

48 

78 

4,086 
588 

9,698 
129 

9,980 

Total   .. 

426,721 

529,848 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  rriucipal  Articles  IjnporUd  into 
the  Port  of  Ijiis-iiiv.  duriiif'  the  Years  1898-99. 


1898. 


Articles. 


1899. 


Quantity.         Value.        Quantity.         Value. 


I 


J 


Ilonej         

Apparel  (wearing) 

Dooks  and  printed  msUer 

Candles       , 

Oanvofl  (kail-c!(fth)  

Coffee         

Coir  and  eoir  rope  

White  and  grey  shlriings 

Prints  

Other  cotton  piece-goods 

Cotton  (raw)  

Yam  and  twist     

Dates  

Date  juice  ; 

Cassia         

Quinine      

Other  sorts  of  d  rugs,  &c. 

Indigo         

Colours  and  puints  

Other  sorts  of  dyeing,  kc.        ... 

Coal  (charcoal,  iic.)        

Firewood,  dkc 

Kumitare 

Glassware 

Glass  (window)     

Other  Rorts  of  glass,  &c 

Gold  thread 

Odd  embroidered  cloth 

Grain  and  pulse 

Haberdashery       

Hardware 

Cutlery       

OannybAgs  

Other  sorts  of  jute  manufactures 

Lamps  and  lampwaro     

Leather,  and  manafactarei  of  ... 

Whtolcy       

Wines         ...       

Brandy       

Champagne 

Beer 

Other  sorts  of  liqaors,  tie. 

Matches      

MaU  and  mat  bags         

Copper        

Tin 

Iron  ...       

Brass ... 

Other  sorts  of  metals      

Kerosene 

Other  sorts  of  oils 

Chinaware 

Porcelain 

Cocoanuta 

Dry  limes    ...       

Flour 

Ghee 

other  sorts  of  provisions 

Shells  (mother-o'-pearl) 

Silk  piece  goods 

Silverware  and  Jewellery 

Spices         • 

Stationery 

Sugar  (loaO 

..     (»oft) 

Tea 

Timber  and  wood  ...        

Tobacco       ...       ...       ...        ... 

Manufactures  of  tobacco 

Watches  and  clocks        

Wool 

Shawls         

Broadcloth  and  other  woollen 

piece-goods        

Other  manufactores  of  wool      ... 

Specie         ...       ..« 

Other  articles        

Total 


Head 
Casei 

'  Cwts. 
'  Ban!lcs  ., 
Cwts. 

I  Fackages., 

I    ;;    :: 

I  Cwis. 
Puckiges.. 
Cwts. 


Cases 
Packages.. 
Cwts. 
Packages .. 

Tons 

Cuses 


Cwts. 
Case  J 
Paokagcs  ■ 
Cases 
Bundles  .. 
Packages ., 
Cases 
Packages ., 
Caies 


BundU 
Cwts. 


233 


249 
176 


785 

iiVsss 

2,000 

1,148 

12 

6,620 


76,902 


i  ;: 


Cases 


Bundles 
CwU. 


Packages .. 

Cwts. 

Cases 

Cwts. 

I  PMkagea.. 
'  Cwts. 


'  Cases 
I  CwU. 
I  Packages.. 


8,728 

666 

11,776 

i,675 
253 

9,808 
127 
262 


628 
15,966 
10,000 

39','ioO 

87 

11 

6,449 

86,762 
86,178 
11,983 


33 
6,063 


1.826 

4,362 

607 

iVois 

131 

374,564 

G,016 

251 

804 

4.463 

4,112 

875 

l,7i- 

Vll 

4,790 

30,907 

1.333 

272 

1,«90 

4,(62 

0,038 

3,768 

922 

445 

164 

2,110 

26,913 

3,012 

4,789 

2,481 

1,440 

1,610 

628 

1.759 

1,118 

J,'>i  7 

l,'Ji4 

282 

423 

104 

3,18t 

1,387 

28,306 

2,871 

6.824 

5,234 

349 

•,793 

143 

991 

6,567 

580 

647 

7,412 

25,000 

2,316 

9,525 

6,208 

907 

7,633 

1,692 

30,560 

89,421 

5i,699 

3.159 

1,527 

1,159 

1,019 

10,312 

7,927 

4,991 

708 

60,410 

6,161 


£ 

12 

120 

72 

1.494 

209 

«,90ft 

1,033 

1,410 

47 

417 

834 

1,9&9 

248 

277 

19,405 

368,695 

83 

1384 

193 

3.983 

7 

8 

712 

9,646 

12^616 

2,693 

1,600 

600 

1,018 

1,629 

45 

613 

2,896 

7,661 

2,385 

19,892 

299 

1,910 

8&9 

364 

641 

1,410 

... 

8,028 

101 

1,910 

813 

6,426 

1,607 

857 

7?. 

232 

11 

801 

G 

600 

310,876 

101,239 

108 

2,152 

1,243 

6,760 

76 

1,600 

287 

1,481 

110 

1,094 

69 

'834 

261 

2,520 

1,160 

1,816 

487 

786 

893 

1,682 

20 

.   80 

230 

242 

2,185 

163 

416 

619 

5,142 

660 

139 

8  028 

204 

1,183 

22 

180 

1,122 

1,895 

3,011 

3,651 

6,200 

120 

II 

10,357 

278 

57,871 

47,649 

13,931 


3u 

3,417 

45 

148 

85 


818,462 


838 

268 
6.828 

182 
1,802 
4,162 
8,501 
2,884 

126 
1,666 

848 
5,141 

132 

240 
1,549 
1,011 
7,024 
8,768 

784 
8,6!;9 
8,817 
11.967 
2,728 
51,313 
86,810 
63,947 
6,174 

642 
1,840 
1.254 
4,828 
6,286 

8,389 

1,358 

8(3,511 

8.673 


916,528 


(581) 
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8  BUSUIRE. 

Total  Value  of  Imports  into  Bushiro  from  Principal  Countries. 


Coantry. 


Value. 


1898. 


£ 

United  Kingdom          . .         . .  401,637 

India 280,622 

France !  88,676 

Germany '  9,786 

a^agtria-Hungary          ••        ..{  8,009 

lluBsia 8,719 

Turkey !  86,986 

Egypt !  711 

China 18,723 

Italy        I  18 

Zanzibar «         ..  1,069 

Muskat '  3,668 

Bahrain '  8,688 

Persian  ports     .  •         • .         . .  92,402 

Total I  843,462 


1899. 


£ 

441,922 

224,860 

62,460 

6,869 

12,808 

1,600 

24,138 

1,128 

18,496 

1,187 

8,608 

1,836 

182,788 


916,628 


Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of  each  Nation  that 
Entered  at  the  Port  of  Bushire. 


Sailing.              i               Sfecam. 

1 

Total. 

KikUoDiJllj. 

Number  of        -.^„. 

Number  of 
VeaeeU. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VeeMdfl. 

Torn. 

BritU>       ...{{g| 
Turktah     ...{^ 
Norweciu    {}^ 
Pcrrian     ...{{^ 

A«b         ...{}^ 

Att(tro-Hiui-ri8«8 
KUlan       1.1899 

15       1 

50 

75 

60 

*•• 

170 
200 

6 
12 

42 

80 

1,8C0 
5,000 

3,750 
4,200 

4,200 
8,000 

660 
1,440 

1.610 
4,000 

96 
101 

1 
3 

1 
1 

1 

ti. 

"2 

97,255 
118,928 

1,389 
2,778 

1,203 
1,208 

8407 

Ill 
151 

76 
62 

1 

170 
200 

5 
12 

42 
80 

<•. 
2 

99,056 
123,928 

5.139 
6,978 

1,203 
1,203 

4,200 
8,000 

650 
1,440 

1,610 
4,000 

3,' 107 

Totol  ...{}g| 

807 

12,010 
22,640 

98 

1     '«' 

99,«47 
126.016 

4C'5 
508 

111,857 
148,656 
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Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of  each  Nation  that 
Cleared  from  the  Port  of  Bushirc. 


SalUiiff. 

Sleam. 

TotaL 

NaUonalltj. 

Number  of 
VeMli. 

Tdm. 

Number  of 
Vejeels. 

Tona. 

Number  of        «__. 

BfiUflh      ,»%s  IMA 
luridA    ...{{g| 

Norwegian    ^  jggg 
MusUt      ..{ISS 

^^ {l899 

Austro-Han- r  1898 
garian       \  1899 

16 

60 

76 
60 

160 
195 

••• 

6 
12 

42 

80 

1,800 
6,000 

3,760 
4,200 

3,600 
7,800 

••• 

660 
1,440 

1,610 
4,0C0 

••• 

76 
88 

1 
2 

1 
1 

83,230 
102,922 

1.389 
.2,778 

••• 

1,203 
1,203 

iVio 

91              86,030 
138        .     107,922 

76                6,139 
62                6,978 

160        !        3,600 
196                7,800 

I                 1,203 
1                1,203 

6        1           660 
12        1         1,440 

42        1         1,610 
80        '         4,000 

"*1                 1*,'280 

Total  ..{JgJ 

297 
397 

11,410 
22,440 

78 
92 

85,822 
106,183 

375              07.282 
489             130,623 
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liNGllT. 


Tai>LE  jjhowiug  Total  Value  of  rriiuipal  Ai tic  lew  Kxpuitcd  from 
tln3  Port  of  Liiij:^ah  during  the  Years  1808-f'9. 


1898. 

1S09 

Articles. 

QuanUiy. 

Valitc. 

Quanlily. 

Value. 

i 

£ 

Donkcyi     

Head 

10 

19 

12 

24 

Camels        

n                  ••• 

20 

60 

••. 

*  ... 

Canvas,  sailcloth 

Cwts. 

370 

1,153 

690 

1,840 

CatUe          

Head 

600 

94 

6C0 

160 

Coffee         -   ... 

Cwts. 

2,817 

5,282 

8,700 

6,169 

Coir  and  coir  rope 

»»           ••• 

560 

412 

500 

400 

Bales 

205 

8.203 

120 

4,800 

Prints,        

i» 

282 

6,238 

182 

3.640 

Dyed  sblrtinffs      

t»           ••• 

219 

6,844 

103 

3,472 

Other  sorts  of  cotton  piece-goods 

II           ••• 

490 

15,912 

275 

8.832 

Cotton  (raw)         

Cwts. 

280 

263 

200 

660 

Yam  and  twist     

••• 

340 

1,062 

v70 

235 

Dates          

II           ••• 

21,800 

«»!5; 

20,000 

6,665 

Date  juice 

70 

«62 

130 

43 

Bosebuds     

... 

1,240 

930 

1,240 

.992 

Other  sorts  of  drugs,  «tc. 

II           *•• 

««0 

f25 

720 

],6C3 

Dyeing  and  colouring  materials 
Almonds     

II           ••• 

1,160 

436 

1,070 

429 

1,100 

1,031 

820 

820 

BaUins  and  currants       

... 

1,900 

1,187 

1,100 

733 

Other  sorts  of  fruits,  dire 

II           ••• 

960 

600 

1,652 

1,035 

ruel 

Tons 

i,»o 

591 

3,000 

1.306 

Wheat        

Cwts.       ... 

W 

8,S18 

26,603 

8.601 

Barley         

II          ••• 

10,081 

29,000 

6,800 

Blce.„       

II 

"?:??? 

71,326 

188.000 

65,2Q0 

Other  sorts  of  grain,  Ac 

II          ••• 

2,407 

6,060 

4,033 

Hardware 

913 

... 

1,632 

Cutlery       

... 

... 

47 

... 

84 

Hides  and  skins    

... 

... 

... 

332 

Ounnies      „ 

Bundles  ... 

6 

19 

10 

40 

Other  manufactures  of  Jute 

Cwts. 

850 

218 

399 

266 

Mats  and  mat  bags         

... 

... 

160 

... 

80 

Copper        

Other  sorts  of  metals      

Cwts.       ... 

IftO 

468 

100 

834 

280 

176 

2,232 

1,488 

Kerosene     

"       !!! 

7.600 

1,875 

6,000      ( 

1332 

Other  sorts  of  oils 

i»       ••• 

440 

440 

800      , 

907 

Opium         

81 

1 

Pearls         

... 

240,688 

,., 

226,660 

Bosewater 

... 

... 

90 

... 

101 

Other  sorts  of  perfumery 

... 

... 

187 

... 

220 

Ghee 

Cwts.       ... 

1,000 

3,125 

800 

2,667 

Susar,  loaf  and  soft       

1, 

8,600 

2,850 

3,608 

2,609 

Tea 

Cases 

145 

544 

59 

240 

Limes,  dry .»       

Cwts.       ... 

900 

676 

560 

660 

Other  sorts  of  provisions 

II          ••• 

1,500 

938 

2,880 

9G0 

Salt  ...       ...       

Tons 

3,000 

937 

.3,600 

1,173 

Seeds          ...       ..,       

Cwts. 

160 

66 

... 

... 

Sharks*  fins 

•1           ••• 

180 

181 

160 

150 

Shells,  motherK>f-pcarI 

II          ••• 

7,650 

3,037 

4,150 

6,315 

Silk,  raw     

Lbs. 

.  240 

150 

249 

166 

„     manufactures  of      

... 

... 

894 

801 

Spices         

ayiv%M                ...             ...             ...             ... 

CwU.       ... 

1,560 

1,938 

660 

1,320 

Tallow        

... 

880 

366 

280 

280 

Timber  and  wood 

... 

1.066 

1,134 

Tobacco      

Cwts.       ... 

i'ioo 

2,294 

MOl 

1,167 

Wool 

... 

... 

218 

... 

199 

Carpets       

... 

... 

4,063 

... 

4,601 

Other  sorts  of  woollen  goods     ... 

... 

••• 

76 

...          1 

200 

Specie         

... 

•.• 

155.187 

... 

175,032 

Articles  not  spedfled  above      ... 

... 

... 

2,667 

; 

2,653 

Total       .„       

••• 

671,470 

661,985 
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LING  AH.  11 

Total  Value  of  Exports  from  lingah  to  Principal  Countries. 


Yaloe. 


Coontry. 


United  Kingdom 
India  .. 
Turkey  . . 
MoBkat  .. 
Zanaibar.. 
Bahrain  .. 
Arab  Coaat  • . 
Persian  portA      •  • 


1898. 

1    1899. 

£ 

£ 

2,881 

8,668 

284,174 

264,947 

14,805 

18,685 

6,459 

11,672 

262 

838 

8,632 

8,280 

184,967 

208,675 

74,790 

46,880 

ToUI 67],470  651,986 
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LINGAH. 


Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Imported 
into  the  Port  of  Lingah  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 


Donkeys      

Camels        

Other  animals       

Apparel  (^rearing} 

Guns  

Cartridges 

Books  and  printed  matter 
Building  materials 

Candles       

Coffee         

Coir  and  coir  rope 
White  and  grey  shirtings 

Prints         

Dyed  shirtings      

Other  sorts  of  cotton  piece-goods 

Cotton  (raw)  

Yam  and  twist      

Dates  

Drugs  and  medicines 

Dyeing  and  colouring  materials 

Earthenware  (pottery)    ... 

Almonds     

Baisins  and  currants 
Other  sorts  of  fruit,  Ac.  ... 

Coal 

Firewood     

Furniture 

G1a9s  and  glassware 
Gold  lace     

„    thread  

Gold  omhroidorcd  cloth  ... 

Wheat         

Barley         

KIce 

Other  ports  of  grain,  Ac... 

Haberdishery       

Hardware 

Cutlery       

Hides  and  skins    

Gunny  bags  

Other  sorts  of  jute  manufactures' 

Lamps  and  lampwn re     ' 

Saddlery,   harnes?,   boots    and 

shoes,  dec. 
Liquors,  wines  and  spirits 

Matches      

Mats  and  mat-bags         

Copper       

Tin 

Iron 

Brass  

Other  sorts  of  metals       

Kerosene     

Other  sorts  of  oils 

Pearls         

Rosewater 

Other  soits  of  perfumery 

Chinaware 

Cocoanuts 

Dry  limes 

Flour  

Ghee 

Other  soits  of  provisions 

Salt 

Simsim        

Other  sorts  of  seeds         

Shells,  mother-of-pearl 

Silk  (raw) 

„    piece-goods 

Spices  

Su^ar,  loaf.. 

>i     f'f^t 

,,     candy         

Taliuw         

Tea 

Timber  and  wood 


1 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

« 

Head 

20 
20 

38 
50 

'567 

312 

63 

312 

25 
"*  8 

50 

"*  8 
500 

*267 

Tons  *     ... 

9,*6co 

1,125 

6,000 

80O 

Cases 

200 

94 

150 

70 

Cwts. 

5,000 

9,875 

4,600 

7,600 

II           ••• 

1,000 

750 

800 

640 

Bales 

250 

6,250 

200 

6,666 

11           ••• 

400 

7,500 

830 

6,400 

II           ••• 

300 

9.S75 

250 

8,888 

750 

22,812 

529 

17100 

CwU.       ". 

480 

375 

560 

580 

•• 

500 

1,568 

851 

1,170 

II 

50,000 

12.5C0 
312 

84.300 

10,764 
367 

Cwts"      ... 

l',765 

1,100 
260 

U60 

815 
234 

Cwts.'      ,. 

"soo 

281 

1,200 

1,200 

II 

760 

469 

1,500 

1,000 

•1 

630 

831 

750 

500 

1  Tons 

30 

58 

56 

151 

M 

6.500 

2,8ii 
312 
875 

9,500 

4,434 
426 
697 

Lbs.*"      .. 

■'j20 

150 

156 

208 

,, 

110 

137 

99 

182 

Pieces      .. 

100 

313 

199 

663 

Cwts. 

43,000 

18,4^7 

67,510 

19,170 

II 

82,800 

18,057 

59,000 

13.667 

II 

ZOO.OCO 

1 12,500 

200,000 

80,000 

11 

11,100 

4,168 

8,702 

6,623 

Cases 

10 

156 

20 

400 

Cwts. 

2,200 

1,375 

3.990 

2.666 

Cases 

4 

63 
125 
181 

8 

188 
200 
480 

Cwts!'     ... 

"750 

469 
63 

1,126 

1,002 

668 
84 

601 

Cases 

,,. 

"*ie 

26 

11           ••• 

"ioo 

812 
276 

120 

820 
•240 

Cwts. 

"«00 

937 

"l60 

600 

II           ••• 

180 

188 

99 

281 

6C0 

876 

8,000 

2,000 

II 

6 

15 

lOj 

28 

i»           ••■ 

4C0 

250 

800 

200 

II 

11,250 

2,813 

8.999 

2,400 

SCO 

800 
248,600 

1,000 

1,183 
237,000 

Cwts. 

"ioo 

150 

"'oo 

160 

... 

3'*4 

... 

860 

Cases'      .. 

100 

188 

79J 

266 

... 

... 

625 

•.. 

1,201 

Cwts. 

1,500 

1,125 

1,000 

1,200 

II           •• 

40,000 

12,500 

10..000 

3,334 

1,7C0 

5  312 
2,C00 

1,580 

5,098 
2,189 

Tons 

4,'6co 

1,250 

5,001 

1,667 

Cwts. 

250 

109 

229 

107 

11 

50 

81 

42 

U 

7,fl70 

3,038 

5,180 

5,400 

Lbs.          '.".! 

450 

281 

579 

386 

Pieces 

330 

1,031 

500 

l,Gb'8 

Cwts. 

1,800 

2,666 

1,300 

2.1io 

II 

1,037 

973 

1,000 

1,000 

4,4CO 

3,300 

6,C0O 

4.800 

II 

300 

375 

150 

200 

II 

COO 

5G2 

400 

400 

Cases 

200 

750 
1,813 

HU 

640 

i,r>oo 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Imported 
iatd  the  Port  of  Lin^'ah  durino:  the  Years  1898-99 — eoutiuued. 


Articles. 

1898. 

18 
Quantity. 

99. 

Quantity. 

Value: 

Value. 

Tobacco      

WMfelMs  and  clocks        

Wflol.^       

Shawls        

Broea-cloth  ana  other  woollen 

pteoc-KoofIs       

Persian  cloaks  (Abbas) 

Specie        

Oilier  articles       

Cwts.      ... 
II        ••• 

1,800 
••• 

1,701 

187 

76 

219 

200 

187 

37 

111,876 

2,095 

1,562 

£ 

1,668 
880 

300 
333 

800 

367 

133,400 

2,887 

Total    

... 

... 

641,221 

... 

611,626 

Total  Value  of  Imports  into  Lingah  from  Principal  Countries. 

Value. 


Country. 


1898. 


1899. 


United  Kingdom          ..         ..  410 

India 846)555 

Turkey 17,890 

Moskat 9,204 

Zanzibar 850 

Bahrain- • 5,888 

Arab  Coast         208,172 

PendanporU 52,802 

Total I  641,221 


806,089 
17,991 

io»no 

1,720 

8»519 

207,186 

65,061 


611,626 


Total  Number  and   Tonnage 
Entered  the 


of    Vessels  of  each  Nation   that 
Port  of  Lingah. 


; 


1 

Satting.                             Steam. 

Total. 

Mttfamditj. 

Number  of  i      -on.         Number  of 
Veaaela.    j      ^^"-          Veewto. 

Tona. 

Nomber  of 
Veoieli. 

TOBS. 

BritW,      ...{iSS 
TorkUi     ...{igg 
F.ni.n     ...{}g| 
F«nch      ...{}gj 

A»b         ...{{f,| 

108 
160 

40 
70 

220 
240 

12 
16 

100 
90 

120 
130 

10,600               88 
18,600               78 

2,800                  2 
4,900                 1 

9,460 
10,820 

960      < 
1,280 

4,000 
8,600 

3,600 
8,900 

91,800 
86,800 

2,200 
1,100 

186 
288 

42 
71 

820 
240 

12 
16 

100 

90 

.     120 
180 

101,900 
99,400 

6,000 
6,000 

9,460 
10,820 

960 
1,880 

4,000 
8,600 

8,600 
8,900 

Total  ...{}g« 

596        1       31,420                85 
706              37,600               79 

98,500 
86,900 

680            124,980 
786             124;600 

4 

f 
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LINGAH. 


Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of  each  Nation  that 
Cleared  from  the  Port  of  Lingah. 


JHf. 

Samnc. 

Btmm.                              TotftL 

Kiittona 

KombOTof  ; 
▼afNia.    i 

TmL 

NnmbOTof  1 
VmmIi.    1 

Tom. 

Number  of  1 
YflMd*. 

Toot. 

BriUah 

ri89e 
•••ii»9 

99 
IM 

7,6B0 
12,710 

42 
82 

60,400 
86,200 

186        i 

182     ; 

66,060 
47,960 

Tarkisb 

ri8M 
-tiaw 

40 

70       j 

2,800 
4,900 

2 

1 

2,200  ' 
1,100 

42        1 
71 

6.000 
6,000 

Pmiatt 

riwe 
-tiaw 

140 

IM       1 

6.020 
6,880 

.11 

M. 

140 
160 

6.080 
6,880 

Frtnch 

ri886 
•-\18W 

9 

720 
1,040 

•- 

9        ' 
18        , 

720 
1,040 

MnakAl 

riwe 

•"\IW9 

70 
65 

2,800 
2.600 

■•• 

M. 

s 

2,800 
2.600 

Armb 

ri898 
•"il899 

ri898 
•"il8«9 

110        1 
120        ! 

8.100 
8,600 

•- 

... 

no 

120 

8,800 
8.600 

Toul 

402        1 
ft78        1 

28,290 
81,770 

44 

88 

62,600 
86,800 

606 
611 

76.880 
68.070 

■  jyj 
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Tapi,e  showing  the  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Exjporte^ 
from  the  Port  of  Bahrain  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


ArfeUdM. 


Hones        

Donkeys     

Camels 

Otber  sorU  of  snimals    ... 

Arms  and  ammiinHion  ... 

CsnTss  (sail-doth)  ' 

CMtle 

Ooflbe         !'.!       *." 

Coir  and  coir  rope 

White  and  grej  shirtings 

Prints         

*Dy«d  shirtings      

Other  sorts  of  cotton  nlecc-iroodB 

Cotton  (raw)         ' 

Tarn  and  twist     .1 

Dates I 

Datejnice  ...       .!,       ."]       '") 

Bosebuds    i 

'Other  sons  of  drugs,  4e.  ...  1 

Dyeing  and  colouring  materials  > 

Almonds     

BaisinsandcuiTants       ! 

Other  fruits  and  Tegetablcs 

Wheat        

Barley        

Bice 

Other  sorts  of  grain,  Ac 

Gnm 

Hasftic  and  other  sorts  of  gutn  ...  i 
Hardwaie    ... 

Cutlery       ...    ^ 

Hides  and  skins 

Gumiies 

Other  manufactures  of  Jute 

Jlats  abd  mat  bags 

Ooppeif        

Other  torts  of  metals 

Kerosene     

Other  sorts  of  oils 

Oplnoi        

Fearls 

Bosewater  ...       ••• 

Other  sorts  of  perfumery.'.'.*       !.'.' ! 

Ghee ...       I 

Sugar  (loaf  and  soft)        < 

Tea  « I 

limes  (dry)  I 

Otber  sorts  of  provisions 


Head 


Number 
Owts. 
Head 
Cwts. 

Bundles 


Cuts. 

Bundles 

Cwts. 


CwU. 


Cwu. 


Gwts. 

Cases 


Quantity.        Value. 


1,000 
206 


88 
48 


13 


1,221 
119 

2,406 
887 
478 
423 

no 

881 

26 

119 

40,210 

2,151 


176 
180 

10','200 

1,470 

91,900 


Other  sorts  of  seeds 

SharlLilns 

Shells  (mother-of-pearl)  ... 

8ilk(ntw) 

suit,  manufactures  of     ... 

Spfoes         

TWlow         

Timber  and  wood 

Tobacco      

Wool 

Carpets        

Other  sorts  of  woollen  goods 

Specie  ^ 

Articles  not  speciQed  above 

Total    


:;:i 


Cvts. 
Cwts."* 

Cwtj.*' 

Lbs. 

Pieoes 

Cwts. 

Pieces 
I  Cwts. 


815 
8,750 


817 
2,165 

"l26 


675 
9,660 
1,609 
1,608 

751 


1,201 
195 


62 

201 

5,817 

49 

6.316 

640 

7,280 

8,809 

920 

5,005 

81 

1,138 

10,586 

776 

80 

491 

494 

158 

129 

671 

8,506 

844 

41,642 

86 

16 

81 

751 

28 

1,478 

606 

17 

182 

281 

705 

1,918 

866 

8 

299,568 

17 

249 

892 

1,751 

40 

169 

2,107 

5 

114 

971 

6,957 

655 

1,024 

1,478 

888 

990 

1,717 

426 

442 

919 

70,501 

9,761 


Quantity. 


67 

65 

2 

9 

1,205 

m 

2,318 
181 
446 
876 
143 
847 
88 
168 
45,090 

2,670 


154 
175 

9','440 

1.100 

106,770 


78 

7ii 

6,228 


871 
1,958 

"il2 


580 

8,200 

1,064 

1,470 

674 

279 

l7078 
207 


496,805 


▼alue. 


1,562 

219 

86 

45 

198 

6,190 

51 

4,946 

145 

7,988 

8.183 

1,871 

5.261 

46 

1,253 

9,888 

624 

405 

562 

563 

174 

134 

752 

2,911 

257 

49,827 

110 

18 

86 

876 

22 

1,898 

664 

18 

218 

861 

626 

1,676 

867 

9 

454,962 

16 

424 

1,08» 

1,882 

80 

224 

],W1 

111 
847 

4,627 
687 

1,184 

1,487 
168 

1,1)9 

li818 
442 
468 

1,082 
66,260 

8,225 


664,238 
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16  BAHRAIN. 

Total  Value  of  Exports  from  Bahrain  to  Principal  Countries. 


Conntry. 


India  .. 
Turkey  .. 
Muskat  . . 
Zanzibar . . 
Arab  Coast 
Persian  ports 

Total 


£ 

£ 

320,898 

478,074 

147.987 

149,761 

2,896 

2,318 

657 

901 

10,017 

12,419 

14,950 

16,765 

496,806 


654,288 


Table  sliowini^  the  Total  Value  of  Principal  Ai  tides  Imported 
into  the  Port  of  Bahrain  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Aitirles. 


1898. 


QiiantUf.  Viilue. 


Quantity. 


ValM. 


« 

£ 

Honei        M 

Head       ... 

22 

426 

41 

822 

Donkeys     

ft          •.• 

27 

218 

84 

256 

Camels       ...       

It          ••• 

41 

261 

84 

266 

Other  sorts  of  animals    .^ 

II          ••• 

476 

968 

629 

972 

Apparel  (wearing)          

... 

840 

... 

1,012 

Anns  and  ammonition 

... 

... 

818 

..« 

802 

Books  and  printed  matter 

.*• 

... 

875 

... 

428 

Building  maUrlals         

••• 

•a. 

670 

•*. 

884 

Candles       

... 

... 

419 

M. 

508 

CatUe         

Head       ». 

29,870 

5,588 

82,675 

6,741 

Coffee         

Gwts.       ... 

4,710 

12,864 

4,550 

11,084 

Coir  and  coir  rope          

II 

8,265 

1.887 

3,500 

2,100 

Wbite  and  grey  sbirtlngs 

... 

25,057 

.*• 

26,455 

l*rint8         

... 

... 

11.486 

... 

18,074 

I>yed  shirtings     

Other  sorts  of  cotton  piece-goods 

... 

1.656 

... 

2,071 

... 

8,186 

... 

9,102 

Cotton  (raw)         

Cwts.       ... 

8,100 

8,860 

8.060 

4,620 

Yam  and  twist     

II           ••• 

875 

8,488 

967 

8,984 

Dates 

II 

6ft,180 

19,828 

70,800 

14,160 

Datejoice 

1,520 

617 

1,700 

482 

Drugs  and  medicines     

... 

2,005 

... 

2,075 

Dyeing  and  oolonrlng  materials 

Cwts!'      ... 

1,420 

1.798 

1,859 

11897 

Xarthenware  (pottery)    

... 

552 

... 

648 

Almonds     

Cwts.       ... 

"692 

518 

CIO 

676 

BaisinsaadcorranU      

»i           ••• 

565 

888 

635 

426 

other  sorts  of  fruit,  Ac.  ... 

... 

719 

750 

Coal ... 

Tons"     ... 

],65G 

1.719 

"755 

2,164 

II 

1,025 

1,761 

1,190 

2,226 

Furniture 

... 

..• 

259 

... 

814 

Glass  and  glassware       

... 

... 

504 

... 

806 

Gold  lace    » 

... 

... 

HI 

184 

... 

... 

1,589 

... 

1,696 

Gold  embroidered  doth 

... 

... 

428 

... 

567 

Wheat        

Cwts. 

84,750 

11,258 

82,650 

9.818 

Barley         

II          >•• 

8,070 

782 

2,815 

499 

files.. 

It          ••• 

856,250 

155,829 

405,000 

202,500 

Other  sorts  of  grain,  Ac 

... 

783 

... 

725 

Haberdashery       

... 

588 

... 

624 

Hardware 

... 

... 

1,287 

... 

1,246 

CuUery       

... 

... 

981 

... 

1,124 

Hides  and  skins 

... 

915 

... 

920 

Gunny  bags          

... 

285 

... 

268 

Other  sorts  of  Jute  manufactures 

... 

... 

512 

... 

500 

Lamps  and  lampware      

Leather,  and  manufactures  of  ... 

... 

223 

••• 

298 

... 

... 

205 

... 

403 

Liquors,  wines  and  spirits 

... 

... 

34 

61 

Matches      

Cases       ... 

180 

882 

"102 

297 

Mats  and  mat  bags         

... 

... 

706 

... 

747 

Copper        

CwU.       ... 

280 

928 

284 

1,170 

Tin 

II            ••• 

68 

861 

77 

486 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into 
the  Port  of  Bahrain  during  the  Years  1898-09 — continued. 


\ 


ArtidM. 

1898. 

1899. 

Cwts.       .. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Iron 

2.420 

1.188 

2,665 

£ 
1,W9 

BriM...       .-       

»i           ••• 

24 

94 

27 

122 

Otber  sorts  of  metals       

ti           ••• 

910 

697 

864 

710 

Kerosene     

... 

4,611 

... 

4,081 

Other  sorts  of  oils 

..• 

.M 

1,028 

... 

1,176 

PearU         

... 

88,249 

... 

98,185 

Rosewater 

... 

... 

820 

... 

82a 

Other  sorts  of  perfamei7 

866 

... 

968 

Chlnaware 

*•. 

... 

488 

, 

569 

PorceUdn     

Gases       ... 

91 

462 

108 

612 

Coooanuts 

... 

622 

672 

DtyMmee 

... 

... 

969 

... 

1,476 

nonr          

... 

109 

... 

78- 

Ohee ^       

Cwts.       ... 

2,i»8 

6,984 

2,661 

8,197 

Otber  sorts  of  provisions 

... 

8,968 

4,865 

Salt 

... 

... 

194 

... 

186 

Linseed        

... 

... 

17 

•  M 

20 

Slmsim        •      

... 

... 

74 

... 

85 

Other  sorts  of  seeda         

... 

... 

841 

•  M 

892 

Cwts.       ... 

ft,660 

8,764 

4,680 

2,492 

Sllk(mir)     

Lba. 

S,480 

1,761 

8286 

1,692 

SUk  piece-goods     

Piaoes      ... 

6,800 

8,290 

7,176 

8,706 

Spiofas          

Cwts.       .„ 

8,930 

8,781 

8,668 

4,878 

StaitoneiT     

•M 

... 

267 

... 

294 

6agar(I(nf) 

Cwts.       ... 

440 

848 

467 

472 

„    (wft) 

M                      ••• 

4,860 

8,478 

4,780 

8,862 

M     (candj)        

n 

880 

986 

866 

1,009 

Tallow         

It              ••• 

1,046 

1,046 

1,108 

1,428 

Tea 

812 

867 

Timber  and  wood 

... 

... 

8,816 

... 

4,107 

Tobacco       

•M 

... 

7,868 

... 

7,849 

... 

... 

68 

66 

Watches  and  docks        

... 

812 

874 

Wool 

Cwts."      ... 

440 

985 

*472 

940 

Shawls         

... 

241 

... 

282 

Braaddoth,  and  otber  woollen 

pleca^goodB        

... 

1,093 

... 

1,287 

Persian  doaks  (Abbas)     

„ 

... 

1.210 

... 

1,894 

... 

... 

412 

... 

496 

8p«de 

... 

124,812 

... 

144,144 

Articles  not  spedfled  above 

... 

778 

... 

1,562 

Total     

... 

661,728 

641,606 

Total  Value  of  Imports  into  Bahrain  from  Principal  Countries. 


Couniry. 


India 

Rnasia  .. 
Torkey  .. 
Mudiai  .. 
Zanzibar.. 
ArabOoaflt 
Persian  porta 

ToUl 


Value. 


189S. 


1899. 


£ 

857,978 

1,016 

120,812 

7,061 

2,148 

12,666 

60,678 


661,728 


480,584 

128,590 

7,787 

8,260 

10,786 

61,599 


641,606 


(581) 
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BAHRAIN. 
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Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of  each  Nation  that 
Entered  the  Port  of  Bahrain. 


SafllBff. 


Stoan. 


Total. 


NatioBaUfey. 


Brttteh 


Torkiah 


Panlan 


Freneh 


Mnakal 


Arab 


Total 


ri898 

ri898 
-\1899 

ri898 
••\1899 

ri898 
•\1899 

ri898 
•\1899 

ri898 
"\1809 

ri898 
••\1899 


Number  of 
VeaMla. 

Tona. 

Number  of 
ye«eb. 

Toni. 

Number  of 
VMaela. 

Ton». 

31 
34 

1,922 
1,938 

107 
63 

116,069 
89,963 

138 
87 

116,991 
91,901 

268 

278 

10,988 
11.396 

1 

VIS 
1,200 

269 
279 

12,188 
12,696 

166 
181 

4,041 
4,626 

•  M 

... 

166 
181 

4,044 
4,526 

3 

230 

... 

8 

230 

21 
23 

600 
621 

... 

... 

21 
23 

609 
621 

263 
248 

8,416 
8,928 

::: 

263 
248 

8,416 
8,928 

742 
764 

26.209 
27.407 

108 

116,269 
91,163 

850 
818 

142,478 
118,570 

Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of  each  Nation  that 
Cleared  from  the  Port  of  Bahrain. 


SaOiiiir. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NUlouUity. 

Number  of         .p^. 

y---gl|-                     A  OHB. 

Number  of        -.„„. 

Number  of 
VeaMli. 

Tons. 

TurkWi     ...{|gS 

r— >  -{IS? 
'-«-    -{ISS 

^    -{IIS 

38 

40 

284 
277 

160 
176 

3 

25 
21 

267 
273 

3,468 
8,680 

9,370 
11,080 

4,066 
4,026 

280 

681 
688 

11,061 
10,374 

107 
63 

1 
1 

115,069 
89,963 

1,200 
1,200 

146 
93 

286 
278 

169 
176 

» 

26 
21 

267 
273 

118,627 
93,643 

10,570 
12,280 

4,066 
4,026 

230 

681 

688 

11,061 
10,374 

r^  ...{}gj 

776 
786 

28.746 

28,747 

108 
54 

116,260 
91,163 

884 
840 

146,016 
120,810 

nui  ,    |7^^ 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Exported  from 
the  Ports  on  the  Arab  Coast  of  the  Persian  Gulf  during  the 
Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 

Head       ... 

Number  '.'.'. 
Cwts.       ... 

Cwts.'      ... 
Bags        ... 
Bandies  ... 

Cases'      ... 
Cwts!'      ... 

n              ••• 

Cwts!'      ... 
Bnndtos  ... 
Pieces      ... 

•>• 

.•• 

1898.                  1                  1889. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Donkeys     

Camels       

Gons 

CoflTee         

Fuel 

Wheat         

Bloe 

Qnimies      

other  manuftctores  of  jute      ... 

Kerosene    

Other  sorts  of  oils 

Pearls ... 

Ghee 

Other  sorts  of  prorisions 

Shark  fins 

Shells  (motherK>f-pearl) 

Tobacco      ...       ...       ...       ••• 

WooUen  goods      

Specie         

Articles  not  specified  above 

60 

20 

60 

750 

i'ooo. 

4,000 
1,600 

"200 

"*S0 
7,600 

8^'600 

620 

2,610 

£ 

94 

62 

260 

1,663 

126 

1,260 

^000 

937 

187 

62 

260 

343,760 

126 

1,626 

188 

3,126 

818 

2,863 

26,260 

1,313 

60 
20 
126 
761 

2','002 
4,160 
1,60D 

"204 

""191 
7,600 

4V600 

630 

2,670 

£ 

100 
70 

663 
1,667 

132 
1.336 
3,338 
1,GOO 

200 
68 

266 
616,666 

130 
1,736 

200 

4,666 

1,101 

2,606 

28,347 

967 

Total    

387,322 

... 

666,263 

Total  Value  of  Exports  from  Ports  on  the  Arab  Coast  of  the 
Persian  Gulf  to  Principal  Countries. 


Country. 

Value. 

1898. 

1899. 

• 

Turkey 

Muskat 

Zanzibar , 

Bahrain ^ 

Penian  porta 

£ 

5,888 

21,160 

84 

8,081 

867,719 

£ 

6,700 

22,700 

86 

8,400 

688,867 

Total 

387,822 

666,268 

(581) 
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ARAB  COAST. 


Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into 
tne  Ports  on  the  Arab  Coast  of  the  Persian  Gulf  during  the 
Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 

I 

1888. 

1899. 

Pieces     ... 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Apparel  (wearing) 

380 

£ 

238 

482 

£ 
821 

Number  ... 

700 

8,600 

499 

2,662 

Cartridges 

)i 

140,000 

876 

100,000 

466 

Other  sorts  of  arms,  Ac 

... 

831 

... 

891 

Books  HBd  printed  matters 

••. 

260 

... 

814 

Building  materials          

Cwts.       ... 

iVooo 

187 

1,010 

266 

Candles       

Cases 

soo 

160 

299 

160 

Canras  (sail  dotb) 

gSS-.  ::: 

1,100 

4,469 

1,100 

4,768 

Cattle          

6,000 

1,876 

6,200 

2,840 

Coffee         

Cwts. 

18,000 

24,376 

7,160 

14,300 

Coir  and  coir  rope           

.. 

7,000 

3,626 

7,000 

3,$U 

White  and  grey  shirtings 

Bundles  ... 

867 

7,478 

360 

8,000 

Prints         

(1 

126 

2,386 

130 

2.718 

Dyed  shirtings      

Other  sorts  o?  cotton  piece-goods 

tt 

100 

2,184 

106 

2,634 

»»        ••• 

708 

9,916 

728 

13,607 

Cotton  (raw)         

260 

686 

260 

664 

Yam  and  twist      

Cwto. 

800 

1,126 

225 

1,032 

Dates          

II 

96.280 

81,844 

107,000 

34,876 

Date  Juice   ... 

11 

760 

343 

1,016 

446 

Drugs  and  medfdnes      

Dyein«  and  colouring  materials 

... 

834 

... 

919 

... 

1,990 

2,158 

Earthenware  (pottery)    

... 

... 

662 

... 

609 

Fruits  and  Tegetables     

CwU.       ... 

1,800 

1,660 

1,786 

1,973 

Fuel  .^        

II           ••• 

18,000 

437 

12,900 

640 

FumitTtre    ...        •••        ■••        ••> 

Pieces      ... 

600 

628 

496 

660 

Glass  and  glassware        

... 

201 

. 

242 

Gold  lace     

Tolas"      ^. 

8,200 

249 

3,'200 

264 

„    thread 

It           ••• 

16,000 

2,000 

9,000 

1,200 

Grain  and  pulse 

86,288 

91.003 

Habcrdnphery       

... 

169 

... 

180 

Hardware  and  aitlery     

... 

... 

1,348 

... 

1,439 

••* 

... 

188 

... 

198 

... 

187 

203 

leather  and  manufactnres  of   ... 

... 

1,736 

... 

1,470 

Matches      ...       *. 

... 

... 

62 

... 

79 

Mats  and  mat  bags         

... 

3,628 

... 

3,904 

Copper        

Cwts."      ... 

400 

1,000 

401 

1,070 

Tin 

fi           ••• 

60 

266 

60 

320 

Iron 

II 

1,160 

878 

1.160 

938 

Brass 

ti           ••• 

400 

761 

300 

600 

Other  sorts  of  metals      

II           ..• 

1,800 

1.062 

1,800 

1,124 

Kerosene     

Cases 

8,000 

2,000 

7,980 

2,12« 

Other  sorts  of  oils           

Cwts. 

8,860 

4,813 

3,860 

4,474 

Pearls         

... 

... 

6,000 

6.666 

Botewater 

Cartoys  ... 

400 

100 

"866 

104 

Other  sorts  of  perfomery 

... 

... 

2,626 

2,662 

Porcelain 

... 

... 

749 

•«. 

800 

Prorisions 

... 

... 

13,969 

... 

14,968 

Salt 

Cwts.       ... 

40,000 

^626 

40^000 

668 

6eed(slmsim) 

M 

30 

81 

26 

28 

Silk  (raw) 

Lbs. 

2,600 

1,260 

2,670 

1.334 

Silk  piece-goods 

Pieces      ... 

4.000 

2,600 

8,600 

2.672 

Spiew         

Cwts. 

3,866 

2.747 

8.260 

2,922 

Stationery  .„        

... 

... 

219 

... 

266 

Sugar         

... 

... 

9,694 

... 

10,800 

Tallow        

Cwts. 

1,660 

1,688 

1,680 

i;827 

Tea ^       

... 

... 

260 

••• 

267 

Timber  and  wood 

•«. 

... 

1,760 

„ 

2,084 

Tobaooo      

Cwts.       ... 

160 

334 

146 

367 

Manufactures  of  tobacco 

•»• 

19 

20 

Watches  and  clocks        

... 

*•• 

81 

... 

66 

Wool 

Cwts.       ... 

106 

688 

106 

7dl 

Broad-doth  and  other  woollen 

piece-goods       

Pieces     ... 

266 

987 

266 

1,(20 

PersUn  doaks  (Abbas) 

Other  manofaciures  of  wool     ... 

II          ••• 

2,000 

2,126 

2,000 

2,986 

II          ■•• 

260 

287 

260 

306 

Spede         

... 

66,876 

74.666 

... 

2,187 

... 

2.979 

Total    

... 

324,894 

... 

843,161 
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Total  Value  of  Imports  int6  Porta  on  the  Arab  Coast  of  the 
Persian  Gulf  from  Principal  Countries. 


Country. 


India 

Turkey  .. 
Muskat  . . 
Zanzibar .  • 
Bahrain  .. 
Persian  portfS 

Total 


Value. 


1698. 

£ 

60,181 

18,516 

19,801 

468 

6,644 

213,284 


1899. 


324,894 


£ 

58^937 

19,240 

24,447 

600 

6.426 

233,601 


343,161 


Total  Number  and   Tonnage  of    Vessels   of  each   Nation  that 
Entered  at  the  Ports  on  the  Arab  Coast  of  the  Persian  Gulf. 


I 


Sailliiff.                               Steam. 

ToUil. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Ve«elt. 

Tftti.          Number  of 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VeiMla. 

Tone. 

Brittoh      ...{J«J« 
Turkkh     ...{}g« 
PenUn     ..{J|^« 

AT»D           ■•••(^1899 

10 
10 

8 
8 

8ft0 
4C0 

176 
200 

220 

220 

700 
70O 

160 
160 

7,000 
8,000 

8,ft00 
4,000 

4,400 
4.400 

8 

4 

•M 

2,400 
3,200 

••• 

18 
14 

8 
8 

350 
400 

17ft 
200 

220 
220 

8,100 
8,900 

160 
160 

7,000 
8,000 

8,600 
4,000 

4,400 
4,400 

Tolal  ...{{^ 

763 
888 

16,760 
17,260 

8 

4 

2.400 
8,200 

766 
842 

18,160 
20,460 

Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of  each  Nation  that  Cleared 
from  the  Ports  on  the  Arab  Coast  of  the  Persian  Gulf. 


SaUing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NaUooality. 

Number  of  '       -,^. 
Vesael..           ^^' 

Number  of 
Veeseto. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
VeMelf. 

Tone. 

Britiih      ...{1^9 
Turktoh     ...{}g« 
Perdan     .-{{^ 

Arab         ...{}«JJ 

6 
9 

8 
8 

860 
400 

17ft 

200 

7ft 
60 

2ft0 
680 

160 
160 

7,000 
8,000 

8,500 
4,000 

760 
600 

8 

4 

2,400 
8,200 

8 
18 

8 
8 

860 
400 

17ft 
200 

76 
60 

2.6fl0 
8,880 

160 
160 

7,000 
8,000 

8,600 
4,000 

760 

600 

ToUl  ...{{gj 

618 
667 

11,660 
18,290 

8 

4 

2,400 
8,200 

616 
671 

14,060 
16,480 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Exported  from 
Shiraz  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


▲itielM. 

1898. 

1899. 

Head        ... 

Qnantitr. 

Value. 

Qoantltj. 

Value. 

Hones  and  mnlet ... 

61 

£ 
817 

182 

1,760 

Cotion  (r»w)         

... 

Bales 

8,760 

6,027 

7,626 

14,884 

{ 

Psckages... 
Bales       ... 

2,250 

8,018 

2V6OO 

^(M 

Almond!     

Cwts.       ... 

1^500 

8,804 

14,000 

10,238 

Almond  kem«U    

M 

... 

8,600 

66.286 

Other  8orU  of  frolta 

If 

28,400 

68,929 

7,876 

6.000 

Oold  and  gold  coins 

... 

8,086 

8,000 

Gam _       ... 

Cwti.       ... 

16,000 

40,179 

22.000 

59.624 

HIdeiandtUna    

{ 

Pieces      ... 
Bandies  ... 

286,000 

16,268 

6^600 

25,715 

Leather  (Unned) 

Pieces      ... 

2o6,C00 

24.728 

Opiom         

Chests     ... 

im 

216,867 

8,960 

268.834 

Eotewater 

{ 

Carboys   ... 
Cases 

4,700 
1,200 

}     2,287  { 

6,400 
l.flOO 

}    a.»i4 

Seeds          

Cwts.       ... 

8,500 

1.662 

2.600 

1,000 

Kflk,  manufactores  of     ... 

... 

Bales       ... 

270 

4,821 

226 

4,286 

Tobacco      .^       

... 

Bags 

27,660 

29.618 

29.500 

83,716 

Woollen  goods  (carpets) ... 

... 

Packages... 

2,966 

62,946 

6,700 

127,619 

Articles  not  speclfled  aboTe 

... 

... 

9.688 

... 

7,8J4 

Total     

461.701 

... 

662.169 

Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into 
Shiraz  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


ArUdes. 

Ib98. 

1899. 

Cases 

Quantitj. 

Value. 

QuanUty. 

Value. 

Anns  and  ammunition  ... 

900 

28,780 

984 

Caudles       ...       ^ 

... 

... 

4,900 

2,187 

4,760 

2,295 

Coflfee          

... 

Cwts.       ... 

700 

2,500 

650 

2,743 

Cotton  goods 

... 

Bales        ... 

88,600 

312,631 

82,250 

868.671 

Thread  and  twist 

... 

,, 

620 

S,>»76 

1,575 

12,000 

Drugs  and  medicines     ... 

... 

Csses 

2,100 

9.375 

2.300 

7.128 

Glass  and  glassware 

... 

150 

1,875 

116 

8.286 

Oold  embroidered  doth  ... 

... 

50 

1.250 

60 

1.714 

Gold  Isce  and  thread      ... 

•  M 

... 

42 

562 

35 

634 

Hardware  and  cutlery     ... 

... 

„           ... 

400 

2,600 

500 

8,809 

Indigo 

... 

770 

10.813 

850 

12,962 

Liquors,  wines,  and  spirits 

... 

„           ... 

1,676 

5,625 

2,400 

11,429 

Copper        

Cwts. 

3,400 

10,625 

1.400 

6,000 

Iron 

... 

8.000 

3,750 

3.200 

4.571 

Tin 

{ 

Cases 

600 

2,260 

l",300 

sVsoo 

Brass 

Cwts. 

800 

937 

250 

1,191 

OU  (kerosene)       

Porcelain  and  chinaware 

... 

Cases 

8,000 

8,786 

8.500 

4,538 

... 

B;\e.    :;; 

360 

1,260 

400 

1,677 

SUk,  manufactures  of     ... 

.. 

100 

1,876 

... 

... 

Spices 

{ 

Cwts. 
Packages... 

7.600 

11,607 

6,400 

18',285 

Sugar,  loaf ... 

Caitcs 

12.000 

19,286 

16,000 

22,857 

„      soft...       _       ... 

{ 

Bsgs        ... 

14,000 

19,375 

... 

... 

Psckages... 

13,500 

25,716 

Tea 

Cases 

13,600 

69,062 

15.000 

71,428 

WouUen  goods 

... 

Packages... 

210 

3,750 

400 

9.148 

▲rticks  not  spcdfled  aboTe 

... 

... 

6,626 

... 

12,671 

Total    

.., 

624,621 

... 

609,475 
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MOHAMMERAH. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  McDouall  reports  as  follows : — 

Trade  generally   was   stationary   particularly  in  the    wheat-  Qenenl. 
growing  dip.tricts ;  owing  to  merchants  being  unable  to  purchase 
grain,  the  export  thereof  being  prohibited,  the  populace  had  little 
cash  and  retail  traders  in  Mohammerah  and  Bunder  Nasri  did  little 
business. 

Owing  to  the  prohibition  on  its  export  being  strictly  enforced  Exports, 
at  Bunder  Xasri  little  wheat  was  exported.    A  certain  amount  was,  Wheat 
however,  conveyed  from  the  fields  to  the  sea  coast  and  thence  by 
boat  to  Basrah, 

The  increase  in  shipment  of   horaes  is  due  to  horses  being  Horses, 
brought  from  Turkish  territory  to  avoid  increased  customs  dues 
there 

The  amount  of  dates  given  in  the  annexed   tables  are  those  Dates, 
only  exported  in  steamers  and  Indian  sailing  vessels ;  it  is  estimated 
that  some  6,000  tons  in  addition  were  exported  by  sailing  craft 
chiefly  for  India. 

Liquorice  was  exported  to  England  from  the  Karun  for  the  Liquorice, 
first  time,  but  the  quality  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

The  wool  was  again  inferior  in  quality  and  prices  too  high  for  Wool.    ' 
the  London  market. 

The  principal  increase  in  imports  was  in  cotton  goods,  and  is  imports, 
due  to  increased  purchases  in  the  Mohammerah  market  for  neigh- 
bouring districts  both  in  Persia  and  Turkey  and  for  Koweit, 
The  principal  demand  and  prices  were  as  previously  reported. 
They  were  nearly  all  of  Manchester  manufacture ;  a  small  consign- 
ment from  Marseilles  consisted  of  cotton  tissue  kerchiefs,  an  article 
only  manufactured  on  the  Continent,  but  not  previously  imported 
direct  from  France. 

Sugar  again  shows  an  increase,  especially  loaf. .  This  article  is  Sugar, 
carried  by  caravans  to  neighbouring  provinces.  It  is  chiefly 
French,  but  Egyptian  loaf  also  shows  an  increase.  Cane  soft 
sugar  has  now  been  almost  entirely  replaced  by  beet.  Prices  rose 
at  the  end  of  the  year  about  3  per  cent,  and  ranged  from  65  to 
75  krans*  per  case  of  144  lbs.  for  loaf  and  from  55  to  65  krans*  per 
bag  of  1^  cwts.  for  soft. 

Matches  show  a  marked  increase  due  to  purchases  for  neigh-  Matches, 
bouring  districts.     They  are  all  of  Swedish  manufacture.     Prices, 
180  krans  for  sulphur  and  250  krans  for  safety  per  case  of  40 


Materials  for  boxes  for  packing  dates  were    imported    from  Date  boxes. 
Trieste  for  the  first  time,  but  three-quarters  of  these  were  after- 
wards forwarded  to  Turkish  territory. 

Sixteen  steamers  called  with  cargo  from  London,  Manchester,  shipping, 
and  Marseilles,  and  nine  took  cargo  for  London.     The  British  Sea. 
India  mail  steamers  called  weekly  and  the  Bombay  and  Persia 
once  in  three  weeks  from  and  for  Bombay. 

*  58  krans  «  1/.  sterUng. 
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BiTer. 


Agriculture. 
Wheat. 


Dates. 


Ghee. 

Trade  routes. 
Dizful- 
Khoremabad. 


Ahwaz- 
Ispahan. 


Dizful 
Health. 

Postal  servioe. 


Eetums  of  sailing  vessels  under  foreign  flags  were  not  obtain- 
able. 

Freights  to  London  ranged  from  205.  to  255.  per  ton  and  to  India 
from  85.  to  24s.  per  ton. 

The  Euphrates  and  Tigris  Steam  Navigation  Company  continued 
to  run  fortnightly  to  Bunder  Nasri  This  company  has  a  second 
steamer  available  should  trade  increase.  Freights  to  Nasri  were 
about  10s.  and  to  Shush ter  about  I85.  per  ton. 

Owing  to  partial  character  of  the  spring  rains  the  wheat  crop 
varied  from  total  failure  to  unusually  good.  As  a  whole  it  was  an 
average  crop.  Prices  at  Nasri  ranged  from  25  to  34  krans  for 
3J  cwts.  The  embargo  being  strictly  enforced  at  Nasri  caused 
prices  at  Mohammerah  to  rise  to  26  krans  for  1^  cwts.  Prospects 
for  next  crop  are  excellent  and  a  larger  area  than  usual  has 
been  sown. 

The  date  crop  was  unusually  large  and  prices  correspondingly 
low,  ranging  from  7  to  12  krans  per  basket  of  154  lbs. ;  a  portion 
of  the  crop  remains  for  shipment. 

Ghee  returned  to  its  normal  price  in  March. 

At  the  end  of  August  the  Governor-General  of  Arabistan 
and  Luristan  made  arrangements  for  securing  the  safety  of 
caravans  between  Dizful  and  Khoremabad,  thus  re-opening  the 
direct  route  from  the  Karun  to  the  north  of  Persia,  which  had 
been  closed  for  some  years  owing  to  the  lawlessness  of  the 
tribes. 

The  principal  bridge  over  the  Karun  on  the  new  Ahwaz- 
Ispahan  mule-road  was  finished  on  December  14,  and  this  road 
is  now  practically  finished.  It  consists  of  18  stages,  but  by 
doubling  short  stages  of  12  miles  can  be  done  in  15  days. 
The  two  routes  from  the  Karun  are,  therefore,  now  open,  and 
an  increase  of  trade  may  be  expected. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  caravan  trade  between 
Dizful  and  Mohammerah. 

The    health    of    Mohammerah    was    fair;    in    October 
November   there   were   a   very  few  ca^es   of   cholera;    but 
disease  did  not  become  epidemic. 

A  weekly  postal   service   between    Mohammerah   and 
interior    of    the    province   was    re-established   in  July   by 
Persian    Government.      Letters    for    Mohammerah     should 
addressed  via  Bombay  and  Persian  Gulf  to  avoid  delay. 
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Tadle  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Exported  from 
the  Port  of  Mohammerah  duiing  the  Years  1898-99. 


Articles. 

1898. 

1899. 

,  Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Wheat 

Cwte.     . 

1.165 

299 

2,180 

586 

Flour 

91 

426 

02 

346^ 

104 

Gum 

f 

1,532 

610 

5,587 

8,162 

Dates 

»»                • 

.  •      20,683 

7,767 

49,581 

8,888 

Horses 

Number. 

54 

1,080 

1,324 

16,480 

Oilseeds     .. 

Owts.     . 

5,903 

2,068 

11,168 

5,568 

Opium 
Ghee 

Cases     . 

.1               1 

58 

, , 

Cwts.     . 

.;          255 

510 

151 

802 

Wool 

n           • 

6,001 

10,002 

4,712 

9,560 

Piece-goods. . 

.. 

7,549 

, , 

11.534 

Materials  for   date 

cases 

Packages 

, , 

, , 

5,936 

4,275 

Miscellaneous 

•• 

•• 

2,326 

•• 

4,425 

Total   .. 

. , 

82,961 

*  • 

59,284 

Specie 

•  • 

•• 

55,966 

•• 

72,422 

Grand  total    . . 

•  • 

88,927 

•  • 

181,706 

Total  Value  of  Exports  from  Mohammerah  to  Principal 
Countries. 


Country. 

Value. 

1898. 

1899. 

Great  Britain 

India 

Singapore          

France 

Turkish  Arabia 

Persian  Gulf  ports 

Jeddah 

£ 

8,894 

14,970 

'387 

7,400 

1,780 

80 

£ 

11,073 

21,621 

15 

90 

16,064 

10,421 

•  • 

Total 

82,961 

59,284 

NoTi.— Piece-goods  exported  to  Tnrkiih  Arabia  are  Manehester  cotton  goods 
re-ahipped  for  Basrah. 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of   Principal  Articles  Imported 
into  the  Port  of  Mohaminerah  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


1898. 

1899. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Coal 

Tons      . . 

526 

789 

450 

825 

Coffee 

Cwts.     .. 

1,298 

6,084 

1,323 

6,349 

Drugs 

, , 

, , 

714 

, , 

938 

Gunny  bags.. 

, , 

«. 

789 

1,170 

Matches      .. 

Cases     .. 

116 

464 

409 

1,686 

Iron.. 

Cwts.     .. 

1,664 

1,658 

729 

727 

Copper 

»>        •  • 

671 

1,842 

508 

1,016 

Other  metals 

188 

288 

408 

382 

Metal  manufactures 

.. 

, , 

882 

, , 

1,718 

Cotton  goods 

, , 

, . 

112,815 

145,155 

Rice 

Cwts.     .. 

13,435 

4,988 

6,127 

2,871 

Silk 

Cases     .. 

16 

2,400 

58 

5,800 

Spice 

Cwts.     .. 

741 

1,359 

834 

1,559 

Sugar,  soft  . . 

i»        •  • 

5,198 

8,977 

6,697 

5,114 

„       loaf.. 

II        •  • 

7,017 

5,845 

11,070 

9,748 

Tea 

»»        •  • 

898 

1,464   . 

560 

1,870 

Thread  and  twist  . . 

836 

1,458 

383 

1,652 

Materials  for  dates, 

cases 

Packages 

,, 

6,994 

5,026 

Miscellaneous 

•  • 

•• 

9,828 

•• 

9,437 

Total 

., 

156,429 

^. 

202,492 

Specie 

•• 

•• 

783 

•• 

5,400 

Grand  total.. 

•• 

•• 

157,162 

•• 

207,892 

Total  Value  of  Imports  into  Mohammerah  from  Principal 

Countries. 


Country. 

Valne. 
1898.                   1899. 

Great  Britain 

Aden 

India 

Austria-Hungary 

France 

Turkish  Arabia 

Persian  Gulf  Ports 

£ 

58,869 

13,074 

79,844 

811 

5,691 

1,666 

1,974 

£ 

74,189 

20,181 

87,082 

7.845 

9,362 

1,727 

2,156 

Total 

156,429 

202,492 
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EiVER  Trade  from  Karun  Poits  to  Mohammerah  and  Basrah 
during  the  Years  1898-99. 


1898. 

1899. 

Articlea 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Be&nM 

Cwts.     .. 

1,269 

825 

699 

233 

„      Baarah 

»*        •  • 

9 

2 

1,168 

314 

Cotton 

99               •  • 

455 

525 

204 

272 

,,       Basrah 

»»                •  • 

458i 

629 

279 

872 

Flour 

>f                •• 

2,466 

757 

1,110 

278 

Ghee 

it                *  • 

103 

309 

264 

628 

Oum 

>»                *  • 

6,644 

6,034 

2,356 

1,296 

Piece-goods.. 

Packages 

282 

2,820 

240 

2,400 

Basrah.. 

» 

100 

1,000 

116 

1,160 

Bice 

Cwts.     .. 

],680i 

481 

886 

178 

Mahiab 

n           •  • 

402 

760 

267 

468 

Oil-seeds     .. 

II           •  • 

8,503 

5,461 

10,376 

5.207 

Wheat 

i»           •  • 

45,803i 

11,752 

13,186 

3,816 

„      Basrah        .. 

M                •• 

2,250 

696 

2,568 

969 

Wool 

w           •• 

2,222 

4,444 

8,888 

7,776 

Miscellaneona— 

Local 

,  , 

, , 

2,768 

. , 

2,326 

Basrah     .. 

.  • 

•• 

800 

•  • 

692 

Total   .. 

., 

88,808 

.. 

27,783 

Specie 

•  • 

•  • 

18,841 

. . 

19,255 

„      Baarah 

•  • 

•  • 

2,652 

•• 

8,420 

Grand  total    •• 

« • 

59,701 

.  • 

60,468 

EiVER  Trade  to  Karun  Ports  during  the  Years  1898-99. 

1898. 

1899. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Iron 

Cwia.     .. 

89 

89 

1,694 

1,698 

Other  metals 

11        •• 

876 

1,617 

656 

1,034 

Piece-goods. . 

.  • 

. . 

24.970 

26,940 

Sugar,  loaf  . , 

Cwts.     .. 

9,091 

7.700 

12,840 

11,286 

„      soft  .. 

»>        •• 

3,804 

2,870 

6,146 

4,188 

Twist 

II        •  • 

1,290 

4,883 

1,046 

3,932 

Tea 

.  • 

, , 

2,797 

•  • 

1,866 

Matches      .. 

Cases     .. 

11 

44 

372 

1,488 

I)at€S 

Cwts.     .. 

84,756i 

22,002 

2,866 

366 

Treacle 

i»        •• 

1,988 

657 

1,067 

806 

'  Miscellaneous 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

6,338 

•• 

8,646 

Total   .. 

72,817 

,. 

60,632 

Specie,  local 

•  • 

.. 

,, 

2,839 

„      Basrah       .. 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

8,720 

•• 

17 

Grand  total    .. 

•• 

76,687 

•• 

62,988 
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Total  Value  from  Principal  Countries. 


Country. 

Value. 

1898. 

1899. 

Local 

India 

Great  Britain 

France 

T^dflh  Arabia!!        !!         !! 

£ 

28,411 

35,990 

226 

8,688 

1,000 

8,502 

£ 
19,597 
80,149 

6,462 
2,707 
1,717 

Total 

72,817 

60,632 

RETaRN  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mohammerah  during  the 
Years  1898-99. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam.                                Total. 

KatlOQftUty. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1 
Number  of         -.._.       ,  Number  of 
Vessels.            ^**°*-           Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sea-going  vessels— 
Britiah     ...{}««« 

Norwegian  {}|55 

Austro-Hun- 
garian  ...    1899 

Turkish    ...    1898 

Hirer     boatf   from 
Kanm— 

BritUh     ..{||»| 
Persia   ...{\Z 

6 
16 

••• 

68 
42 

448 
1,698 

2,885 

1,890 

92 

84 

1 
1 

1 
1 

26 
24 

90,515                  98 
96,072                100 

1,203      1              1 
1,208      ,              1 

1,681                    1 
1,880      1              1 

1 
8,817      1            26 
8,091                  24 

z  :  s 

90,993 
97,765 

1,203 
1,203 

1.681 
1,880 

8,317 
8,091 

2,835 
1,890 

Toul    ...{{^ 

69 
58 

8,283 
8,588 

120 
110 

96,445                189 
101,897      1          168 

99,728 
105,480 

r 
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Cleared. 

SttiUnc 

Steam. 

TbtaL 

Nationidity. 

Kiunb«rof  ' 

Tons. 

'  Number  of 
Veuek. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
YeMeb. 

Tbiis. 

6 
16 

448 

1,693 

1 

71 

1            ^* 

73,397 
77,399 

77 
90 

73,84ft 
79,092 

•- 

.M 

1 

1              > 

1,203 
1,203 

1 
1 

1,203 

Anstro-Him- 
gariui  ...     1899 

... 

... 

1 

976 

1 

976 

Turkish   ...     1898 

... 

... 

1              1 

1,380 

1 

1,390 

Rirer      boats      to 
Kanin— 

i 

... 

1            ^ 
!            24 

3,203 
3,091 

25 
24 

3,203 
3,091 

P."*«    .-{1^ 

63 
42 

2,83* 

1,»90 

1 

1 

... 

63 
42 

2,835 

-<-  -{ISS 

69 

3,288 
3,M3 

99 
100        . 

79,183 
82,669 

167 
158 

82,466 
86,252 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Khorassanfor  the  Tear 

1899-1900 

By  Lieutenant-Colonel  H.  M.  Temple,  Consul-General. 

(BeoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  October  15, 1900.) 

The  figures  given  in  this  report  are,  as  has  been  explained  in  General 
regard  to  previous  reports,  incomplete,  as  they  have  been  obtained  J®J^®^  ®^ 
from  unreliable  sources 

The  imports  from  India  show  an  increase  of  18,771Z.,  the 
imports  for  the  previous  year  being  123,328Z.,  while  for  the  year 
under  report  they  were  142,099Z.  The  increase  was  fortuitous 
and  not  due  to  any  unusual  causes. 

The  imports  from  Eussian  territory  increased  by  15,386?. 
This  increase  was  due  chiefly  to  the  bounties  granted  by  the 
Russian  Government  to  Russian  traders,  and  the  proximity  of  the 
railway  in  Transcaspia.  The  import  of  Russian  loaf  sugar  in- 
creased from  33,676Z.  to  56,969/.  It  is  impossible  for  any  other 
sugar  to  compete  with  it  under  existing  circumstances,  and  the 
artificial  export  created  by  the  bounty  system.  The  export  of 
kerosene  oil  increased  from  3,492Z.  to  9,393/.,  owing  to  the  great 
production  of  this  commodity  at  Baku,  cheap  transit  by  rail  to  the 
Persian  frontier,  and  the  grant  of  a  bounty.  As  the  inhabitants 
of  Khorassan  can  now  obtain  good  lights  at  cheap  rates  the  demand 
for-  this  oil  is  on  the  increase. 

The  imports  vift  Turkey  and  Tabriz  have  remained  stationary. 

The  return  of  the  imports  of  Afghanistan  to  Meshed  shows  a 
great  decrease,  chiefly  attributable  to  the  export  of  sheep  and  lamb 
skins  to  Russia  vigl  the  Panjdeh  route. 

The  exports  from  Me&hed  to  India  show  an  increase  of  about 
5,000/.  In  the  previous  year  the  exports  from  Meshed  to  Russian 
territory  were  124,792/.,  but  in  the  year  under  report  they  rose  to 
147,075/.  This  increase  is  due  to  the  large  market  at  Ashkabad 
created  by  the  troops  at  that  place,  and  also  by  the  fact  that  goods 
for  other  parts  of  Transcospia  are  transported  cheaply  by  the  rail- 
way. There  is  also  now  a  large  demand  for  Persian  goods  in 
Constantinople  and  the  interior  of  Russia. 

The  export  of  Persian  goods  from  Meshed  to  Afghanistan 
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Imports  from 
India. 

Tea. 


Indigo. 


Sheeting. 


Longcloth. 


Muslin. 


increased,  but  these  articles  do  not  constitute  a  large  item.  The 
value  of  the  foreign  goods  which  passed  through  Meshed  to 
Afghanistan  remaiued  about  the  same. 

The  total  imports  and  exports  of  Meshed  amounted  to 
599,326/.,  showing  an  increase  of  45,892Z.  This  is  due  to  the 
increase  of  general  prosperity  throughout  Khorassan,  the  existence 
of  Consuls  and  Consular  Agents  to  foster  trade,  the  greater 
security  now  given  to  goods  in  transit,  and  the  existence  of  improved 
communications. 

Last  winter  was  marked  by  intense  severity,  the  roads  were 
consequently  closed  for  some  time  and  the  customs  contractors 
complained  of  great  losses  in  cotiseqaence.. 

At  Isfahan  a  company  of  Persian  traders  have  started  weaving 
manufactories,  which  make  several  kinds  of  woollen  and  cotton 
fabrics.  There  is  a  great  demand  foi*  these  goods,  and  some 
were  brought  to  Meshed  where  they  were  sold.  The  company  is 
said  to  have  earned  a  dividend  of  30  per  cent. 

Speaking  broadly,  articles  of  the  best  or  even  of  high  quality 
do  not  find  a  ready  sale  in  Meshed. 

There  has  been  a  satisfactory  increase  in  the  imports  from 
India  of  both  green  and  black  tea.  The  custom  of  drinking  tea  is 
on  the  increase  in  Khorassan,  and  consequently  more  has  been 
imported  than  during  the  previous  year.  Last  year  and  this  are 
the  first  two  years  that  any  tea  has  come  to  Meshed  viS.  the  Sistan 
route,  which  is,  however,  very  little  used  for  this  purpose.  The 
greater  part  of  the  tea  for  countries  north  of  the  Persian  border 
is  carried  by  rail  from  Batoum,  as  the  facilities  for  carriage  are 
greater  on  that  route,  and  goods  can  be  transported  to  Transcaspia 
from  India  in  a  much  shorter  time  on  it  than  by  any  route  from 
India.  The  cost  of  carriage  to  Meshed  was  higher  on  the  Sistan 
route  than  on  the  Bandar  Abbas  route.  There  is  very  little, 
difference  between  the  cost  of  transport  by  boat  from  Bombay  to 
Karachi  and  Bombay  to  Bandar  Abbas,  but  tea  coming  from 
Bombay  has  to  pay  the  cost  of  carriage  by  boat  to  Karachi,  and 
thence  by  rail  to  Quetta.  This  also  adds  to  the  cost  of  transport 
by  the  Sistan  route,  and  tends  to  make  the  Bandar  Abbas 
route  cheaper,  and  consequently  more  used  as  far  as  Meshed  is 
concerned. 

The  amount  of  indigo  imported  shows  a  decrease,  but 
this  is  not  due  to  decrease  in  the  trade  but  to  orders  for  the 
purchase  of  indigo  having  reached  India  too  late  for  inclusion 
in  the  returns  for  the  year.  In  addition  to  this  indigo  was  dear 
in  India. 

Sheeting  (British  and  Indian)  increased  to  some  extent. 
Traders  bought  sheeting  with  the  capital  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  laid  out  on  indigo. 

The  demand  for  bleached  and  unbleached  longcloth  is  decreas- 
ing in  Khorassan,  other  articles  are  more  worn  and  more  readily 
sold. 

The  amount  of  muslin  imported  has  decreased,  and  it  does  not 
pay  to  export  it  to  Transcaspia  via  Meshed. 
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Tlie  cost  of  carriage  iu  Khorassan  has  reduced  the  amount  of  Turkey  ped». 
Turkey  reds  imported.    This  fact  is  important,  as  there  was  an  Misoellaneow 
increase  in  the  import  of  miscellaneous  piece-goods,  which  are  pieoe-goodi. 
lighter  and  consequently  imported  in  preference. 

Copper  sheets  were  only  imported  to  a  very  small  extent.  Copper  "heets. 
The  stocks  which  had  been  previously  accumulated  had  not  been 
disposed  of,  and  the  cost. of  carriage  was  too  high  to  allow  of  fair 
profit  being  obtained. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  import  of  china  basins  during  the  China  baBiiu. 
year  under  report,  but  during  the  current  year  the  import  has 
increased. 

The  import  of  Indian  drugs  decreased  as  there  is  a  compara-  Indian  drugs, 
tively   great  demand   for  European   drugs   which   are  imported 
through  Turkey. 

The   import  of  coffee   considerably  increased  as  there  is  an  Coffee, 
increase  in  the  demand  for  it.     Both  tea  and  coffee  are  used  to  an 
increased  exticnt  at  all  social  meetings. 

There  is  a  slightly  increased  demand  for  coloured  glass  panes  Coloured 
as  it  is  now  the  fashion  to  use  them  for  glazing  windows  where  ^^"^  panee. 
formerly  only  a  wooden  lattice  existed  in  the  walls. 

The  returns  show  that  there  was  a  great  increase  in  the  import  Ijnp<?rt«  ^^ 
of  Russian  sugar  into  Meshed.     This  was  partly  caused  by  a  con-  ^^^^ 
siderable  export  of  Russian  sugar  via  Meshed  to  Herat.     Sugar   ^^^' 
from  India  did  not  reach  Herat  owing  to  the  high  price  prevailing 
for  transport  fix)m  the  Baluchistan  border.     The  export  of  Indian 
sugar  to  Khorassan  has  stopped  as  the  Russian  sugar  is  cheaper. 
The  price  of  Russian  sugar  is  far  higher  in  Ashkabad  and  on  the 
Russian  side  of  the  frontier  than  it  is  in  Meshed,  owing  to  the 
bounty  granted  on  the  exported  article.     The  system  of  bounties 
given  by  the  Russians,  combined  with  cheap  transit  by  rail  and 
road,  has  destroyed  the  trade  in  Indian  sugar  in  Khorassan. 

The  import  of  Russian  kerosene  into  Persia  is  on  the  increase ;  kerosene  oil. 
it  is  now  said  to  be  carried  as  far  south  as  Kirman.     Kafilas 
returning  to  Bandar  Abbas  are  often  in  want  of  a  return  load,  and 
kerosene  has  been  found  to  conveniently  supply  this  want. 

There  was  some  deci'ease  in  the  import  of  Russian  piece*goods  ^^^^^-eoodt. 
into  Meshed,  but  it  is  still  very  large. 

There  was  a  great  increase  in  the  import  of  glass  and  chinaware  ^^^^ 
from  Russia.     The  Indian  trade  in  these  articles  in  Meshed  is  on 
the  decline.     The  cost  of  carriage  is  destroying  it,  the  transport  on 
the  Russian  railway  being  cheap. 

There  is  a  large  import  of  paper  from  Russia;  the  Indian  trade  ^^P"** 
cannot  compete  with  it  owing  to  the  cost  of  carriage. 

The  import  of  lead  and   tin   from  Russia  is  much   on   the  ^®**^  "*^  ^''^' 
increase. 

The  import  of  cutlery,  &c.,  from  Russia  is  on  the  increase  to  hsb^^Mher? 
meet  the  growing  demand     lliese  articles  from  Russia  are  not  of  and  fancy 
good  quality,  but  they  are  cheap  and  suit  the  Khorassan  market,    good*. 

Matches  have  been  imported  from  Russia  on  an  unusually  Matehes. 
extensive  scale.     The  Indian  trade  in  matches  has  ceased.     The 
Russian  Government  grant  a  bounty  on  this  article. 
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The  import  of  tea  from  Kussia  has  greatly  increased  owing  to 
facilities  being  given  by  the  Batoum  route. 

There  was  some  increase  in  the  import  of  saddlery  from  Merv 
and  Bukhara. 

The  import  of  broad  cloth  via  Turkey  and  Tabriz  is  on  the 
decrease.     It  is  less  worn  now  than  formerly. 

The  import  of  gold  lace  vik  Turkey  has  much  inci'eased,  as  the 
women  in  Meshed  have  taken  to  wearing  it. 

There  was  no  import  via  Turkey  and  Tabriz  of  cotton  yam  and 
twist.     It  came  from  India  via  Bandar  Abbas. 
'  The  import  of  aniline  dyes  decreased. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  import  of  postins  into  Meshed 
from  Afghanistan.  The  Amir  made  a  monopoly  of  the  export  and 
sent  a  large  number  of  Kabul  postins  for  which  the  demand  is 
considerable. 

The  import  of  sheep  and  lamb  skins  shows  a  great  decrease. 
These  are  sent  to  Eussia,  and  were  sent  viS.  Panjdeh  during  the 
year  under  report. 

The  import  of  pistachios  was  forbidden  by  the  Amir.  It  is 
said  that  they  are  nearly  all  exported  to  India  via  Kabul  and 
Peshawar,  the  trade  being  a  State  monopoly. 

The  total  exports  to  India  both  viS,  Bandar  Abbas  and  Sistan 
show  a  slight  increase  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
export  trade  to  India  is  small  and  only  consists  of  a  few  articles 
such  as  opium,  silk,  horses,  &c. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  exports  to  Eussia  are  very  large. 
Transcaspia  and  the  troops  in  that  province  are  supplied  to  a 
great  extent  from  Khorassan.  Large  quantities  of  grain  are 
taken  to  Transcaspia,  bu^  as  cne  export  is  forbidden,  customs 
duties  are  not  levied,  and  receipts  under  this  head  do  not  appear 
in  the  customs  returns. 

Most  of  the  wool  exported  to  Eussia  is  sent  vifi  Meshed,  but 
some  during  the  year  under  report  went  viS,  Shaikh  Junaid.  There 
wa«  consequently  a  slight  decrease  in  the  returns. 

The  export  of  shawls  has  fallen  off,  because  the  demand  appears 
to  be  on  the  decline  beyond  the  Persian  border. 

The  export  of  carpets  has  greatly  increased  to  Transcaspia,  and 
the  same  is  true  of  skins  and  leather. 

The  export  of  country  cloth  and  prints  has  decreased.  The 
Eussian  cloths  are  underselling  them  on  the  Eussian  side  of  the 
frontier,  as  they  are  preferred. 

The  export  of  candied  sugar  to  Herat  is  on  the  increase. 

The  export  of  articles  from  Meshed  to  Afghanistan  is  due  to 
the  duties  on  the  Kandahar  side,  which  are  heavier  than  on  the 
Meshed  side. 

Formerly  turquoises  formed  a  regular  item  in  the  customs 
receipts.  They  do  not  now,  however,  appear  as  they  are  carried 
privately. 

From  an  agricultural  point  of  view  the  year  was  unfavour- 
able, the  corn  harvest  being  scanty  owing  to  insufficient  rain- 
fall. Fodder  was  also  scarce,  chopped  straw  having  reached 
the  price  of  5  tumans  per  kharwar  (about  650  lbs.). 
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Owing  to  the  scarcity  prevailing  in  other  parts  of  Persia,  such 
as  Kirman,  Yezd  and  Azarbaijan,  a  number  of  persons  came  from 
the  affected  districts  and  settled  in  Khorassan.  Prices  which  were 
already  high  consequently  increased,  and  this  had  a  correspondingly 
depressing  eifect  on  the  trade  of  the  province. 

The   carpet   industry   of    Meshed   has   been    for   some   time  Carpet 
flourishing  and  is  increasing,  in  consequence  of  a  growing  demand  ™^"***J- 
in  Constantinople  and  Egypt. 

The  population  of  the  town  of  Meshed  has  been  and  is  on  the  Populfttioa, 
increa,se.     Certain  quarters  which  were  formerly  vacant  are  now 
crowded  with  houses. 

Eichange  during  the   year  has  not  been   subjected  to  very  Exchangew 
violent  fluctuations.      The    average    rate    per    1/.   sterling  was 
51|  krans. 

In  order  to  facilitate  tlie  exchange  of  monies  between  Eussia 
and^  Khorassan,  the  Russian  Govenimeut  have  established  exchange 
bureaus  at  the  frontier  custom-houses  and  stations,  but  as  the  rates 
at  which  the  exchange  will  take  place  are  those  of  Teheran  and 
not  those  of  Khorassan,  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  will  give  the 
desired  relief  sought  by  the  Russian  Government  from  the  diffi- 
culties in  which  they  find  themselves  over  the  prohibition  against 
krans  made  last  year. 

The  rupee  rate  in  Meshed  has  fluctuated  during  the  year  from 
29^  to  30i  r.  per  100  krans  for  bank  drafts  on  Bombay  at  61 
days'  date. 

Revenue  of  Khorassan  and  Sistan  for  the  year  1899-1900  was  Revcnu©. 
as  follows : — 

Khobassan. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Cash 

G-rain      •• 
Chopped  straw 


T>  m-  •  vx  English    I         Penian  English 

Persian  Weight.     Equivalent.        Currency.       .Equi^lent. 


SDiarwars  m.     s. 

89,864*69    10 
6,067    13    26 


Tons. 

11,668 
1,476 


Tumans  kr.  sh. 


621,389    8     11  I    124,268 


Sistan. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Persian  Weight. 

English 
Equivalent. 

Persian 
Currency. 

English 
Equivalent. 

Cash 

Grain 

Csiopped  straw  .. 

Kharwavs  m.    s. 

15,000"   0      0 
3,000      0      0 

Tons. 

4,358 
871 

Tumans  kr.  sh. 
2,700    0    0 

•  • 

£ 

540 

(«85) 


Note. — 5  tumans  »  1/.  sterling. 
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Retorn  of  Articles  Imported  into  Meshed  from  India  vift 
Bombay,  Bandar  Abbas,  and  Kirman  (or  Yezd)  during  the 
Year  1899-1900. 


Articles. 


Tea,  green  

„    black 

„    colour  not  specified 
Indigo 

Sheeting  (British  and  Indian)  . . 
Longcloth,     bleached    (BritiBh 

and  Indian) 

liongcloth,  unbleached  (British 

and  Indian)      .  • 

€k>tton  prints 

Muslin 
Turkey  reds 
Other  piece-goods 
Bhawls      ..  ..         .. 

Cotton  yam  and  twist    . . 

Copper  sheets 

Tin  and  lead 

China  basiB9  and  chinaware 

Books        

Qinger^  preserred 

Dyes         

Coffee        

Pepper 

Spices 
vriass  veacts 
Coloured  glasa  panes 
Miscellaneous 


Total     .^ 


Value. 


Fenian 
Currency. 


Tiimans. 

160,136 

180,845 

18,050 

63,028 

46,530 

27,080 

23,175 
5,356 
1,000 
4,910 

52,990 
3,250 

84,400 
150 
3,355 
2,060 
4,170 
3,637 
475 

10,000 

21,555 

15,745 

150 

1,100 

27,351 


•  •     710,497        142,099 


Sterling. 


£ 
82,027 
26,169 

3,610 
12,606 

9,306 

5,416 

4,635 

1,071 

200 

982 

10.598 

650 

16,880 

»0 

671 

412 

834 

727 

95 

2,000 

4,311 

3,149 

30 

220 

6,470 


Passed  on  to  Russian 
Territory. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Tumans. 

43,706 

22,015 

9,960 

875 


Sterling. 


£ 

8,741 

4,403 

1,990 

75 


2,750 


550 


78,796  15,759 


^OTK. — 5  tumans  a  11,  sterling. 
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BXTURN  of  Articles  Imported  into  Meshed  from  Russia  dpari^g  the 

Year  1899-1900. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Fenian 
OuiTBDpy. 


Sterling. 


Sugar,  loaf 

„      crjBtaUiaed        

Candles  ..  ••  .•  ..         ••         <• 

Kerosene  oil 

Pieoe-goods  (including  broadcloth  [and  cotton 

printe) 

Iron,  iron  goods,  nails,  &c. 

Steel        

Brass,  brassware,  and  brass  wire 
G-lass  and  chinaware     . . 

Qoldlaoe  

Paper 

G-lasB  panes  and  mirrors 
Lead  and  tin      .  • 
Sewing  machines 

Vitriol 

Cochineal  ..         ..         

Cutlery,  haberdashery  and  fancy  goods,  Ac.. . 

Matches  .  •         

Cotton  yam 

Sack  cloth 

Cigarettes  and  tobacco 

Clukirs     .. 

Biiitoellaneous 

Tea  

Sulphur  .. 

Total  

Goods  imported  from  Merv  and  Bukhara — 

Carpets 

Hides 

Skins 

Leather  .. 
Silk,  piece 
Pumpkin  seeds  . .         . .  . .         •  • 

Horse  clothing  . . 

Saddlery 

Miscellaneous     ..         ..         

Total  

Ghrand  total 


Tumans. 

284,847 
95,819 
17,618 
46,964 

234,934 

29,070 

1,458 

15,275 

66,380 

900 

10,580 

4,419 

9,719 

3,181 

2,960 

90 

5,585 

21,285 

400 

5,360 

2,950 

1,299 

7,025 

11,000 

472 


879,090 


6,050 

1,380 

1,060 

2,120 

350 

800 

1,485 

1,600 

150 


14,446 


893,535 


£ 

56,969 

19,064 

3,524 

9,393 

46,987 

5,814 

292 

3,055 

13,276 

180 

2,116 

884 

1,944 

636 

592 

18 

1,117 

4,257 

80 

1,072 

590 

260 

1,405 

2,200 

94 


175,818 


1,210 

276 

212 

424 

70 

60 

287 

320 

30 


2,889 


178,707 


liToTB. — 6  tumans  »  II.  sterling. 
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Retubk  of  Articles  Imported  into  Meshed  vi&  Turkey,  Tabriz, 
and  Teheran  during  the  Year  1899-1900. ' 


Value. 

Articles. 

Persian 
Currency. 

Sterling. 

Broadcloth        

Piece-goods  of  sorts 

Matches.. 

China  and  glassware    . . 

OutleiT,    watches,    and    fancj 

goods 1 

Goldlace           

Looking-glasses 

Aniline  djes 

Miscellaneous ! 

Paper 

Tea,  black  English 

Turkey  reds       

MusUn 

Cigarettes           

Tumans. 
28,200 

126,495 
9.180 
7,365 

18,750 

15,100 

350 

2,450 

5,560 

2,550 

6,700 

1,700 

8,920 

250 

£ 

5,640 

24,290 

l,83rt 

1,473 

3,750 

3,020 

70 

490 
1,112 

510 
1,140 

340 

1,784 

50 

Total 

232,570 

46,514 

Note. — 5  tumans  —  11.  sterling. 

Return  of  Articles  Imported  into  Meshed  from  Afghanistan 
during  the  Year  1899-1900. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Postins    .  •         . .  .  •  . .  I 

Barak i 

Carpets  and  woollen  bags        . .  \ 

Fans        ; 

Sheep  and  lambskins    . .         . .  j 

Miscellaneous 

Felt        I 

Snuff ! 

Total 


Tumans. 

14,470 

4,380 

5,980 

225 

12,800 

8,885 

7,100 

100 


48.890 


Sterling. 


2,894 

876 

1.186 

45 

2,560 

777 

« 1,420 

20 


9,778 


KOTE. — 5  tumans  ->  1^  sterling. 
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Return  of  Articles  Exported  from  Meshed  to  India  (to  Yezd, 
Kirman,  and  Bandar  Abbas)  during  the  Year  1899-1900. 


Value. 

Articles. 

Fersian 
Currency. 

Sterling. 

FistaohioA 

Silk,  piece 

Almonds 

Opium        . ,         . ,         , ,          , , 

Tumans. 

2,805 

11,000 

928 

177,000 

£ 

561 

2,200 

185 

85,400 

Total 

191,733 

88,346 

Exported  from  Meshed  to  India 
Ti4  Sistan  and  Quetta— 

Silk,  piece           

Horses 

Almonds 

16,000 
3,400 
1,200 

8,200 
680 
240 

Total 

20,600 

4,120 

Ghrand  total    .. 

212,338 

42,466 

NoTB. — 5  tumans  »  11.  sterling. 

Ebturn  of  Articles  Exported  from  Meshed  to  Russian  Territory 
during  the  Year  1899-1900. 


Value. 

Articles. 

Fersian 
Currency. 

Sterling. 

Wool 

Cotton 

Almonds 

Fresh  and  dried  fruits  . . 

Tohaooo 

Shawls 

Carpets 

Skins 

Leather  ..         ..         .. 

Barak 

Fostins 

Socks       

Country  shoes 

Horse-shoes        

Sugar,  candied 

Fotatoes 

Tumaus. 

112,825 

1,600 

366 

9,565 

2,480 

81,420 

113,049 

171,040 

90,710 

60,715 

2,500 

1,800 

600 

100 

60,031 

440 

88,105 

532 

£ 

22,565 

320 

71 

1,913 

496 

16,284 

22,610 

34,208 

18,144 

10,143 

500 

360 

120 

20 

12,006 

88 

7,621 

106 

Total 

737,868 

147,575 

NOTi. — 5  tumans  »  1/.  sterling. 
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Rbturn  of  Articles  Exported  from  Meshed  to  Afghanistan 
during  the  Year  1899-1900. 


Value. 

Articles. 

Persian 
Currency. 

Sterling. 

Sugar,  candied 

OandleB   .. 

Silk,  raw  and  pieoe 

Shawls 

Miscellaneous 

Tumans. 
4.521 
3.908 
6,960 
1.800 
24.846 

£ 

904 

780 
1,190 

360 
4,869 

Total 

40.620 

8,104 

Foreign  goods  passing  through  Meshed 
to  Afglunisian  — 

Piece-goods 

Sugar,  loaf 

.,     crystallised 

Iron  and  steel            

,f   manufactures 

Kerosene  oil 

Paper 

Tea,  green      ..         ..     .    .. 

„    colour  not  specified      .. 
CuUerr,  haberdashery,   and    fancy 

goods 
Matches         

85.996 

19,920 

7.629 

2.468 

120 

454 

125 

1.925 

605 

3.630 
40 

17.199 

3.984 

1,525 

404 

24 

91 

25 

385 

121 

726 
8 

Total 

122,911 

24.682 

XoTB. — 5  tumans  »  \l,  sterling. 
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Tabular  Statement  showing  Totals  of  Imports  and  Exports  of 
Foreign  Goods  to  and  from  Meshed  for  Five  Years,  1895-96 
to  1899-1900. 


Value. 

Bemazks. 

1896-96. 

1896-«7. 

1887-98. 

1898.99. 

1899-1900. 

122,996 

42,824 

47,199 

£ 
20,664 

16,769 

Goods  imported  from 
India^hich  passed 
on  to  Bnsslan  teni- 
tory 

Prom       Indim,       tIA 
Bombay  and  Bandar 
Ablias          

FromBoMiaatenrUoiT 

From     Europe,     tuL 
Turkey  and  Tabrls... 

From  A4;liaDUtan     ... 

24^166 
11,869 

89,647 
92,647 

19,740 
6,206 

• 

180,282 
121,279 

26,678 
12,178 

128,828 
168,822 

47,800 
26,672 

142,099 
178,708 

46,614 
9;778 

Total  Imports      ... 

822,121 

208,040 

290,412 

860,622 

877,099 

Ezroan. 

To  India 

Affchanistaa 
AfgtaaaiBtan 

22,269 

67.889 

908 

11,760 

19,681 
80.820 
2.879 
12,694 

40,068 

79,468 

1,149 

16,864 

87,667 

124,792 

2,616 

27,948 

42,466 

147,076 

8,104 

24,682 

Foreign  goods  tbat 

Total  ezporU      ... 

102,826 

116,074 

186,689 

192,912 

222,227 

Total  importt  and 
exports 

424,947 

828,114 

426,961 

668,484 

609,826 
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Report  oil  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Angola  for  tite  Years  1897 

and  1898 

By  Mr  Consul  Casement. 

(Receired  at  Foreign  Office,  October  26,  1899.) 

The   province  of    Angola,  comprising   an   area  of   1,200,000  General 
square    kiloms.   and   a   pppulation   put   by   official    estimate   a^j^oUaLlite 
19,400,000,  which  is  probably  more  than  double  the  actual  number  external  trad© 
of  its  inhabitants,  stretches  with  only  a  brief  intermission,  where  relations, 
the  Congo  Independent  State  claims  20  miles  of  seashore,  for  over 
700  miles  along  the  South-west  African  coast. 

The  small  portion  of  this  large  territory  north  of  the  Congo, 
where  are  the  ports  of  Cabiiida  and  Landana,  and  the  region 
south  of  that  great  river  as  far  as  the  Loge.  in  nearly  8^  south 
latitude,  are  included  in  the  Conventional  basin  of  the  Congo  as 
defined  by  the  Berlin  Act  of  1885,  and  are  governed  by  specif 
fiscal  laws  which  do  not  apply  to  the  rest,  and  larger  part  of 
Angola. 

The  present  report  deals  chiefly  with  this  latter  division  of  the 
province,  which  may  be  termed  Angola  proper,  and  wherein  the 
studied  protection  of  Portuguese  trade  and  shipping  renders  com- 
petition by  foreigners  more  difficult,  and  the  results  obtained  by 
them  of  greater  value  in  estimating  the  qualities  of  endurance 
which  must  more  and  more  in  future,  as  trade  restrictions  and 
difT'erential  treatment  expand,  determine  ultimate  success  in 
markets  so  guarded  to  their  owners. 

How  great  is  the  diCerential  treatment  of  foreign  goods  in 
Angola  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  official  figures 
published  in  the  Annuario  JEstattstico  of  the  province  for  the  year 
1897. 

Dutiable  imports  of  Portuguese  produce  for  that  year  were 
valued  at  2,308,668,071  reis  (365,585/.),  which,  by  the  favourable 
treatment  accorded  national  industries,  produced  a  customs  revenue 
of  only  102,377,755  reis  (16,212/.).  During  the  same  period 
similar  German  imports  were  valued  at  377,278,532  reis  (59,743/.), 
and  British  at  1,029,372,532  reis  (163,00'J/.),  which  sums  yielded  a 
customs  revenue  of  133,863,288  reis  (21,198/.)  and  396,709,837 
reis  (^62,829/.)  respectively. 
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Thus,  while  Germany  sent  less  than  one-sixth  of  the  value  of 
Portuguese  imports  to  Angola  she  contributed  on  that  smaller 
amount  one-third  more  of  the  revenue  ;  and  the  United  Kingdom 
with  less  than  half  the  volume  of  Portuguese  trade  to  her  credit, 
swelled  the  local  revenue  by  nearly  four  times  as  much  as  Portugal. 

At  present  Angola  by  the  export  of  mainly  wild  products  of 
the  soil  relies  upon  a  barter  trade  with  a  portion  of  her  native 
population  to  maintain  the  Europefin  settlers  who  carry  it  on. 
But  she  has  before  her  a  future  which,  in  addition  to  this  trade, 
in  itself  capable  of  great  expansion,  should  otfer  rich  agricultural 
and  mining  possibilities. 

Already  agricultural  machinery  finds  a  small,  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  growing  outlet  in  the  southern  districts  of  the  province, 
where  white  settlers  are  bringing  that  part  of  the  colony  into 
gradual  touch  with  South  Africa. 

In  a  closer  relationship  between  Cape  Colony  and  Angola  lies 
probably  one  of  the  surest  means  of  improvement  for  the  latter 
wide-stretching  but  still  little  enlij^htened  territory. 

The  city  of  liOanda  is  only  1,600  miles  from  Cape  Town;  yet 
in  point  of  time  and  distance  to  be  travelled  the  journey  is  almost 
twice  as  long  as  from  Loanda  to  Lisbon. 

Theie  is  no  connection  (save  by  occasional  British  men-of-war) 
between  this  largest  and  most  European  of  West  African  towns 
and  the  large  white  population  of  Cape  Colony.  If  one  of  the 
6,000  whites  of  Angola,  or  1,700  Europeans  in  the  Congo  Inde- 
pendent State,  who  so  frequently  need  change  of  climate,  wished 
to  spend  a  week  or  two  in  the  pleasant  surroundings  of  Cape 
Town,  which  should  lie  by  even  slow  steamer  only  six  days  from 
their  doors,  they  would  first  have  to  travel  3,000  miles  from 
Loanda  to  Madeira,  catch  there  a  Cape  steamer,  and  journey  for 
another  fortni<j;ht  tlie  4,800  miles  to  Cape  Town.  It  thus  needs 
fully  !i  month's  continuous  travelling  and  7,000  miles  of  ic  to  reach 
a  point  only  1,600  miles  from  the  starting  point. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  a  letter  from  Cape  Town  to  Loanda  usually 
takes  just  two  mouths.  Direct  communication  between  Cape 
Colony  and  Loanda  by  small  steamers  connecting  the  West  African 
mail  routes  with  the  South  African,  would  not  only  be  a  boon  to 
the  European  communities  of  South-west  Africa  up  to  and  north 
of  the  Congo,  but  in  the  end  would  develop  into  a  paying  passenger, 
and  probably  goods  traffic. 

Certain  products  of  Angola  might  hope  in  time  to  find  a 
market  in  the  South  African  colonies  :  coffee  should  certainly  there 
find  an  outlet. 

Indian  corn,  or  mealies,  of  which  South  Africa  consumes 
much  more  than  it  produces,  and  which  Angola  can  produce 
with  greater  ease  than  Cape  Colony,  should  also  prove  profitable 
to  both  buyer  and  grower. 

In  return  Angola  would  profit  from  the  possible — nay  probable 
— influx  of  newcomers. 

With  districts  not  lacking  in  metals,  but  wanting  in  men,  with 
possibilities  of  agricultural  development  along  the  courses  of  her 
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fairly  numerous  waterways  (of  whicli  sugar  cultivation  in  the 
Coanza  Valley  is  perhaps  the  most  immediately  apparent)  she 
offers  inducements  to  both  the  European  and  the  Indian  South 
African  settler. 

So  much  has  been  done  by  the  Indian  trader  and  cultivator 
towards  the  development  of  East  Africa,  it  surely  can  be  but  a 
question  of  time  when  a  country  richer  and  healthier  than  the 
Mozambique  or  Zanzibar  coastlands  shall  attract  some  of  these 
enterprising  people  to  its  shores. 

While  the  Portuguese  Government  does  not  seek  for,  and 
possibly  might  not  welcome  foreign  assistance  in  either  men  or 
money  towards  the  commercial  or  agricultural  advancement  of 
Angola,  that  Government  sets  up  no  obstacles  beyond  a  differential 
customs  tariff,  to  the  competitive  intrusion  of  other  nationalities. 

Her  officials  are  courteous  and  obliging  in  the  extreme ;  her 
native  populations  are  free  to  buy  and  sell  and  work  with  whom 
they  choose,  and  if  only  the  foreigner  resident  in  Angola  attends 
to  his  own  business,  and  respects  the  authority  set  over  him,  he 
has  nothing  to  fear  from  the  governing  official  of  his  district,  and 
often  much  to  be  grateful  for. 

Without  capital,  however,  nothing  can  be  done  in  Angola. 
The  individual  seeker  of  work,  whose  chief  object  is  the  bare 
means  of  existence,  will  find  here  no  market  for  his  nmscles  or 
means  of  earning  his  daily  bread.  The  foreign  labourer  could  only 
hope  to  come  in  the  train  of  the  foreign  capitalist,  and  so  far  but 
little  capital  has  been  tempted  into  this  part  of  Africa. 

Such  evidences  as  there  are  to-day  of  its  coming  point  to  other 
than  British  capital  being  perhaps  first  invested. 

There  is  a  tendency,  slight  but  growing,  for  Belgian  and  French 
money  to  seek  investment  here. 

Eepresentatives  of  those  nationalities  have  of  late,  more  than 
once,  visited  Loanda  with  a  view  to  establishing  trading  or  agri- 
cultural interests  in  the  province. 

To-day  these  efforts  have  been  confined  to  very  tentative 
measures  in  the  districts  lying  close  to  the  frontiers  of  the  Congo 
Independent  State,  and  the  course  of  the  Eiver  Kwango  which 
drains  portions  of  both  Portuguese  and  Congo  State  territory  into 
the  large  southern  affluent  of  the  Congo,  the  Kassai. 

All  the  rivers  of  this  region  flow  through  lands  exceptionally 
rich  in  indiarubber,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that,  in  this 
respect,  the  Portuguese  territory  is  less  highly  favoured  than  the 
adjoining  Congo  State  districts,  which  have  already  attracted  to 
the  development  of  this  trade  considerable  sums  of  Belgian 
i  capital. 

f  Angola  has,  however,  although  subject  to  European  influence  lu  natiTe 

since  early  in  the  16th  century,  lain  almost  fallow  to  the  present  populatioiu. 

day. 

Far  the  greater  extent  of  the  country  remains  in  the  hands  of 
its  tribal  possessors,  subject  to  the  rule  of  their  native  chiefs,  and 
adopting  only  the  rudest  methods  of  extracting  from  tlie  soil  the 
bare  necessaries  ol  life. 
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As  labouren. 


Moasamedes 
as  a  field  for 
iDTOstment  of 
capitaL 


The  population,  generally  speaking,  ia  not  great,  less  probably 

f)er  square  mile  than  in  the  neighbouring  Congo  State,  and  much 
ess  than  on  the  Gold  Coast,  or  in  the  Yoruba  and  Niger  territories 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

It  consists,  however,  of  several  millions  of  un warlike  Bantu 
Africans,  easily  governed,  and  with  an  undeveloped  commercial 
instinct  which  facilitates  intercourse  with  the  whites. 

As  labourers  the  natives  of  Angola  are  probably  inferior  to  tlie 
ordinary  West  Coast  native,  being  of  slighter  physique  and  of  inferior 
intelligence  and  character. 

The  inducement  to  labour,  too,  has  perhaps  not  been  sufficiently 
clearly  put  before  them.  From  this  it  comes  that  most  of  tliem 
who  work  in  the  service  of  white  men  are  engaged  under  a  system 
not  altogether  of  their  own  choosing,  leaving  them  but  few  chances 
of  carrying  to  their  homes  the  lessons  oi  obedience  learned  during 
their  term  of  service. 

From  the  years  1887-96  inclusive  it  is  stated  officially  that 
22,140  contracted  "  serviqaes  "  left  the  ports  of  Angola  for  the  two 
Portuguese  islands  of  San  Thome  and  Principe  to  work  on  the 
plantations  there. 

Tlie  same  document  shows  that  during  1897  1,919  labourers 
(1,063  males  and  856  females)  were  so  sent  to  those  places.  It  is 
not  stated  how  many  of  these  "  serviqaes^'  whose  contracted  term 
of  labour  is  for  five  years,  returned  to  Angola. 

But  little  colonisation  has  been  attempted  in  the  past,  perhaps 
the  most  notable  instance  of  it  in  recent  years  has  been  in  the 
southern  parts  of  the  province. 

Mossamedes  town  was  founded  in  1849  by  a  colony  of 
Brazilians  to  whom  other  colonists  were  added  in  1850.  Since 
then  a  fairly  continuous,  if  slender,  stream  of  white  immigrants 
has  pas>ed  into  this  part  of  Angola. 

Mossamedes  had  been  occupied  as  a  Portuguese  port  in  1839, 
but  it  only  received  the  name  of  a  town  and  civic  organisation  in 
the  years  from  1851-57. 

In  1881  a  party  of  Boers  from  the  Transvaal  trekked  into  the 
district,  and  settled  on  the  plateau  of  Humpata  where  they  have 
been  established  ever  since.  These  men  live  in  Angola  as  do 
their  brethren  in  the  Transvaal  in  scattered  families  of  independent 
farmers,  and  they  have  carried  to  within  15  degrees  of  the  equator 
their  huge  waggons,  their  long  spans  of  oxen,  and  their  proverbial 
impatience  of  control. 

It  is  probably  in  Mossamedes  that  European  capital  will,  in 
the  future,  find  its  earliest  paying  investment.  Already  minerals, 
among  them  gold,  have  been  found  in  quantities  that  should  pay, 
in  a  district  where  means  of  transport  already  to  a  certain 
extent  exist,  and  where  the  climate  is  suitable  to  white  races. 
Two  or  three  excellent  natural  harbours  lie  along  the  coast-line ; 
and  with  railways  to  connect  the  mining  centres  with  the  outer 
world  Mossamedes  should,  in  more  respects  than  one,  prove  a 
prosperous  link  between  the  South  African  communities  and  the 
richer  equatorial  regions  of  Africa. 
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In  the  Board  of  Trade  Blue  Book  upon  the  Trade  and  Shipping  pot«itial 
of  Africa  (C.  9223,  1899)  it  is  shown  (page  107)  that  the  United  trade  yaloe  of 
Kingdom  alone  imported  in  1 897  from  the  various  West  African  ^j^®*^  ^^^ 
communities  2,608,000/.  worth  of  tropical  produce.  "^* 

To  this  should  be  added  probably  another  2,000,000/.  worth  of 
imports  to  Europe  which  did  not  come  to  the  United  Kingdom,  so 
that  it  might  not  be  wrong  to  put  the  present  annual  trade  out- 
put of  tropical  West  Africa  at  from  4,500,000/.  to  5,000,000/. 

The  produce  representing  this  sum,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
is  practically  the  outcome  of  waste  land,  and  such  time  as  its 
native  gatherers  care  to  spare  from  the  more  engrossing  occupa- 
tions of  mutual  slaughter,  diinking  bouts,  and  interminable  witch- 
craft "  palavers,"  varied  with  the  frequent  hunt  and  sale  of  human 
beings,  or  the  more  leisured  chase  of  wild  animals. 

In  other  words  the  5,000,000/.  that  West  Africa  contributes  to 
the  world's  trade  is  placed  there  by  less  than  10,000  white  men 
(of  whom  fully  6,000  are  in  Angola  alone),  most  of  whom  are 
either  coast  storekeepers  or  Government  officials,  and  by  a  vagrant 
population  of  perhaps  2,000,000  or  3,000,000  of '  the  great 
100,000,000  of  the  African  unemployed. 

The  vast  majority  of  the  people  of  this  continent  (certainly  of 
the  regions  under  review)  cultivate  the  ground  only  for  their 
own  immediate  needs.  All  else  the  earth  gives  them  for  little 
labour  beyond  that  involved  in  gathering  it ;  and  yet  this  is  worth 
5,000,000/.  to  the  white  races  of  the  earth. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten,  moreover,  that  where  a  native 
gathers  Is.  worth  of,  sny,  indiarubbor,  he  wastes  probably  2«. 
worth,  and  where  he  gathers  for  one  day  he  sleeps  for  two  and 
loafs  for  four. 

Were  the  native  induced  to  labour  but  half  as  systematically 
as  he  to-day  malingers,  the  contribution  of  the  West  African 
section  of  the  continent  for  the  30  degi'ees  of  latitude  under  con- 
sideration— 15°  north  to  15°  south  of  the  line — would  be  nearer 
50,000,000/.  than  5,000,000/. 

To  those  who  have  spent  many  years  in  the  country  such 
favourable  solution  of  the  burning  question  of  African  native 
labour  seems  far  less  hopeless  than  it  is  generally  alleged  to  be. 

The  Germans  are  successfully  solving  the  problem  in  their 
colony  of  Cameroons  ;  slowly  it  is  true,  but  still  with  a  thrifty 
purpose  that  has  already  converted  nearly  100  miles  of  once  wild 
forested  coastline  (and  that  only  10  years  since)  from  the  Eio  del 
Key  to  the  mouth  of  Cameroon  Eiver,  into  a  aeries  oi  flourishing 
cocoa  plantations. 

So  too  with  our  own  Niger  Coast  Protectorate,  the  native 
already  appreciates  the  value  of  work ;  and  this  is  the  first  step 
in  inducing  him  to  work. 

That  can  be  best  brought  about  by  giving  him  another  object  EtU  effect  of 
in  life  than  an  easily  replenished  gin  bottle,  or  a  demijohn  of  rum  *^«  ^5* 
that  never  runs  dry.  ^ 

Instead   of  this  inducement — the  easiest  as  it  is  the  lowest 
to   oflfer — in   bringing   about   a  desire  for  work  in  the   Afiican 
(491)  A  4 
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temperament,  it  on  the  contraiy  ends  by  killing  all  worthy  desire, 
and  in  rendering  those  subject  to  its  influence  incapable  of  either 
sustained  work  or  sudden  effort 

That  this  is  not  the  view  of  temperance  reformers  only  every 
port  of  West  Africa  would  give  abundant  testimony.  So  much  is 
it  recognised  as  true  that  the  Kruboy  workman,  whose  back  is 
the  broadest  as  his  labour  is  the  steadiest  on  all  the  West  African 
coast,  and  who  drinks  with  the  best  (or  worst)  when  bis  term  of 
service  is  over  and  he  returns  witli  a  year's  pay  to  a  six  months' 
holidaiy  in  his  ow^n  country,  frankly  admits,  while  at  his  work, 
that  the  Kruboy  who  drinks  rum  '*  be  fool  man  too  much.'' 

The  headman  of  a  gang  of  these  labourers,  unprompted 
thereto  by  his  white  master,  will  severely  flog  any  of  his  "  boys  " 
who  get  drunk  during  their  12  months'  spell  of  work  at  the 
European  factory.  But  so  much  do  these  hardest  working  of 
Africans  recognise  the  evil  of  drinking  that,  while  they  may 
indulge  in  bouts  of  it  at  home  in  the  well-earned  and  irresponsible 
nudity  of  Weriboo,  Grand  Cess,  or  Piccaninny  Kroo,  on  the  surf- 
beaten  shores  of  their  own  coast-line,  they  need  but  little  coercion 
while  their  strong  muscles  are  happily  employed  to  keep  away 
from  a  temptation  which  experience  has  proved  a  very  bad  friend. 
In  this  restraint,  wiiich  has  now  become  a  part  of  the  national 
character,  may  be  found  the  reason  for  ihe  undoubted  superiority 
of  the  Kruboy  to  other  coastmen,  who.  in  giving  themselves  to  the 
wliite  man's  labour,  have  also  given  themselves  to  his  too  readily 
proffered  bottle. 

Twenty  years  ago  the  tribe  of  Cabindas,  inhabiting  the  Portu- 
guese enclave  to  the  north  of  the  Congo  mouth,  were  regarded  as  the 
Kruboys  of  the  south-west  coast.  In  Consul  Hopkins'  report  on 
Angola  for  1874,  elsewhere  referred  to,  they  are  spoken  of  as 
follows : — "  Boatmen  and  sailors  are  supplied  from  the  Cabindas, 
who  hire  themselves  out  as  Krumen  do  on  the  north  coast. 
There  is  in  fact  a  great  similarity  in  these  tribes,  both  being 
fearless  and  experienced  boatmen." 

However  true  of  that  day,  the  comparison  does  not  hold  now. 
Tlie  Cabindas,  as  a  tribe,  have  retrograded  since  1874,  not  only  in 
physical  characteristics,  but  morally,  and  above  all  in  actual 
numbers.  A  visit  to  Cabinda  and  a  week's  sojourn  there  would 
convince  any  unprejudiced  observer  that  the  deterioration  is  due 
very  largely  to  drink.  The  Cabinda  boatman  is  now  recognised 
as  facile  pruiceps  where  rum  and  not  boatwork  has  to  be  de- 
spatched. 

In  May  of  the  present  year  (1899)  the  writer  spent  three  days 
at  a  tiny  "  factory "  on  the  shore  of  Cabinda  Bay.  The  house 
consisted  of  three  rooms,  each  about  10  feet  square,  with  one 
wliite  trader  as  its  occupant.  Alongside  this  dwelling  house  was 
the  "  ^.hop  or  store,  about  20  feet  by  8  feet.  Its  contents  were 
native  produce,  chiefly  palm  kernels,  and  the  means  of  purchase 
almost  solely  puncheons  of  rum.  Trade  began  at  6  A.M.  "by  petty 
gangs  of  people  coming  from  the  interior  villages  with  small  loads 
of  kernels.     To  the.se  stragglers  and  loafers  attached  themselves — 
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would-be  tishers  when  hunger  pronipted  to  action — and  all  then 
waited  noisily  and  impatiently  t'.ie  white  man's  coming  to  the 
store. 

The  work  of  purchase  was  speedily  eti'ecred  by  the  substitu- 
tion of  rum  for  kernels,  and  before  9  a.m.  ilie  entire  population 
either  lay  around  under  the  shelter  of  the  cocoanut  palms  stupidly 
drunk,  noisily  c|uarrelled,  or  else — keener  spirits — invaded  the 
white  man's  kitchen  (a  tiny  structure  near  the  store)  to  cozen  his 
servant  boys  out  of  their  daily  **  ration  "  of  rum.  For  in  Cabinda 
not  only  is  **  trade  "  bouf^ht  with  rum,  but  workmen  are  largely  paid 
in  it,  iuid  often  instead  of  food  get  a  bottle  of  rum  per  diem,  with 
which  it  is  supposed  they  buy  food. 

Until  noon,  in  mingled  uproar  and  snoring,  the  houi^s  passed, 
when  a  sodden  sobriety  induced  a  return  to  the  interior  villages 
or  the  interrupted  game  of  jSshing,  and  the  wliite  man  was  left  in 
solitude,  to  add  up  the  gains  of  liis  day's  trading. 

This  state  of  affairs  I  witnessed  for  three  days,  and  my  host 
assured  me  it  continued  thus  for  365  in  the  year.  This  statement 
I  readily  credit,  for  the  last  day  of  my  stay  with  him  was  a 
Sunday,  and  on  that  day,  when  he  had  ended  the  labour  of  trading 
and  of  dispersing  the  applicants  "for  more"  round  the  kitchen  door, 
he  assured  me  it  had  been  a  good  day's  trade,  for  he  "  had  passed* 
187  gallons  of  rum  that  morning." 

So  recognised  is  the  evil  of  trading  in  drink — even  by  those 
who  carry  it  on — that  during  the  same  visit  to  Cabinda  and 
Landana,  every  trader  with  whom  I  came  in  contact — they  were 
both  Dutch  and  English — assured  me  that  a  compulsory  pro- 
hibition of  alcohol  would  be  the  most  welcome  measure  the 
Government  of  their  district  could  adopt,  and  the  one  best  calcu- 
lated to  ultimately  benefit  their  trade. 

"Take  away  the  possibility  of  his  getting  drink,"  they  said, 
"and  the  native  will,  after  a  preliminary  show  of  sulking  and 
ill-temper,  return  to  his  trade  with  us.  It  is  now  a  necessity  to 
him,  and  sober  he  will  be  a  far  better  trader  than  drunk,  and  he 
will  bring  us,  too,  more  produce,  since  he  will  have  more  time  and 
energy  left  for  its  collection." 

To  take  from  a  race  of  savages  large  and  profitable  consign- 
ments of  what  their  country  afibrds,  and  to  leave  them  highly 
brutalised  or  in  no  way  morally  improved  by  their  share  in  the 
transaction  is  not,  whatever  balance-sheets  may  show,  a  lasting 
good  business.  As  they  are  improved,  not  degraded,  by  their 
contact  with  the  white  races,  so  will  our  dealings  with  the  natives 
of  Africa  prove  more  profitable. 

Education,  which  must  effect  so  much  towards  the  betterment  EHuoniion. 
of  the  African,  has,  thus  far,  practically  not  been  tried  at  all. 

In  Angola  it  is  officially  stated  in  the  Annuario  Edatistic 
tliat  at  the  end  of  1897  there  were  64  primary  schools  at  work 
throughout  the  entire  province.     Of  these,  43  were  State  founda- 
tions, 12  municipal,  and  nine  private. 

The  number  of  scholars   receiving  instruction  was  given   at 
[•  **  Passed,"  i.e.,  traded  OTer  the  counter  for  native  produce.] 
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1,303,  of  whom  1,160  were  males  and  143  females.  Of  these  801 
were  returned  as  coloured,  300  as  half-castes,  and  202  as 
Europeans. 

A  later  return  in  one  of  this  year's  official  gazettes  of  the 
province,  puts  the  numbers  in  February,  1899,  at  2,031,  of  whom 
1,358  were  males  and  673  females,  composed  of  1,403  natives, 
340  half-castes,  and  288  Europeans.  These  figures  are  given  in 
the  same  publications  which  estimate  the  native  races  of  Angola 
at  19,400,000. 

The  contact,  therefore,  the  A  Vican  native  has  so  far  had  with 
Europeans,  resolves  itself  almost  solely  into  one  of  trading  rela- 
tion.    The  trader  s  store  or  "  shop  "  is,  over  the  widest  area  of 
tropical  Africa,  the  African's  school-house. 
HcalUi  and  Another  factor  in  the  making  or   unmaking  of  character  is 

**«»^-  that  of  health,  and  here,  too,  Europe  has  yet  to  bring  to  bear 

upon  the  African  her  superior  skill  in  the  treatment  of  disease- 
Large  districts  of  Angola,  and   especially   of  the  Lower   Congo, 
are  being  swept  of  their  people  l)y  small  pox,  and  still  more  by 
Sleeping  the  terrible  disease  known  as  "  sleeping  sickness."     This  fearful 

nekno96.  malady  is  responsible  for  the  deaths  of  more  people  than  any  other 

of  the  many  ills  to  which  African  tiesh  is  heir.  In  the  district 
of  Dondo,  upon  the  Coanza  Kiver,  it  is  reported  in  the  Loanda 
monthly  medical  bulletins  to  claim  many  victims.  In  the  first 
three  months  of  the  present  year,  out  of  144  deaths  reported  by 
the  doctor  of  that  district,  44  are  ascribed  to  this  cause.  Both 
banks  of  the  Congo  as  high  as  Stanley  Pool  are  ravaged  by  it,  and 
it  is  spreading  fast  along  the  Upper  Congo.  It  has  so  far  defied 
the  medical  knowledge  or  missionary  skill  brought  to  its  treat- 
ment. 

It  is  certain  ^hat  if  European  medicine  cannot  find  a  remedy, 
entire  districts  of  South- West  Africa  will  be  either  stripped  of 
their  present  inhabitants  or  kept  in  a  perpetual  state  of  under- 
population. 

A  medical  man  at  Cabinda,  where  sleeping  sickness  destroys, 
perhaps,  as  many  as  the  rum  puncheon,  is  engaged,  it  is  said,  in 
trying  to  inoculate  two  tame  monkeys  with  the  virus  of  the 
disease  by  hypodermic  injections  of  the  blood  of  persons  suffeiing 
from  it.  His  hope  is  to  ultimately  establish  by  inoculation  a  cure 
for  the  malady  so  communicated. 

The  School  of  Tropical  Medicine,  lately  established  in  Liver- 
pool, should  find  in  a  study  of  sleeping  sickness  a  work  of  as 
great  importance  to  the  i'uture  of  Africa  as  in  anything  that 
malarial  fevers  may  ofter  to  special  research. 

So  far  the  disease  is  genei-ally  believed  to  be  peculiar  to 
natives,  although  in  the  published  returns  of  the  Loanda  Hospital 
it  is  stated  that  two  Europeans  died  of  "Doen^a  de  Somna" 
in  the  years  1897  and  1898.  This  I  cannot  but  think  may 
have  been  due  to  similaiity  of  symptoms  arising  from  a  differing 
cause. 

The  diijease  exists  in  its  most  virulent  form  in  the  dislrict 
traversed  by  the  Congo  Railway  to  Stanley  Pool,  and  in   some 
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parts  of  that  country  it  has  proved  so  fatal  that  the  dwindling 
survivors  of  quite  recently  flourishing  villages  have  themselves 
assured  the  writer  that  their  country  is  a  "  land  of  death."  Old 
and  young,  men,  women,  and  children  seem  equally  liable  to 
attack,  and  when  once  attacked  by  sleeping  sickness,  ultimate 
recovery  is  unknown. 

Some  have  attributed  the  disease  to  a  too  prevalent  nse  of 
food-stutfs  prepared  from  manioc  or  cassava  root  (nianihot  utilissima) 
— the  staple  food  of  the  Lower  Conoo  country  ;  but  this  surmise 
has  not  been  verified.  Others  attribute  it  to  bad  water.  Tlie 
remedies  tried  have  varied  from  frequent  hot  baths  to  strong  doses 
of  arsenic  and  violent  movement. 

Of  these,  that  of  brisk  movement,  some  continual  occupation 
of  mind  and  body,  and  change  of  scene,  seem  to  have  produced 
the  most  lasting  effect. 

But  the  few  attempts  at  a  failing  cure  leave  only  more  con- 
spicuous the  widening  area  and  yearly  extending  ravages  of  this 
unchecked  and  terrible  plague. 

The  disease  is  highly  contagious,  so  much  so  that  in  the  native 
Christian  communities  situated  in  the  "  land  of  death  "  area  of  the 
Lower  Congo,  it  has  now  become  established  usage  to  provide  each 
communicant  with  a  separate  vessel  in  which  to  partake  of  the 
Sacramental  wine. 

The  foregoing  remarks  do  not,  perhaps,  strictly  bear  upon  the 
trade  of  the  district  under  review,  but  they  are  relevant  to  any 
account  of  white  men's  commercial  dealings  with  the  natives  of 
this  part  of  Africa. 

If  for  purposes  of  this  report  the  exchange  be  taken  at  3Sd,  Angok  trade 
to  the  Portuguese  mih*eis,  we  find  that  during  1897  the  dutiable  *° 
imports  to  the  entire  province  of  Angola  (exclusive  of  the  Congo 
districts)  were  3,969,993,000  reis,  equal  to  628,661/.  The  exports 
for  the  same  year  amounted  to  5,628,289,000  reis  (891,257/.), 
giving  a  total  trade  valued  at  1,519,918/.  The  customs  duty 
levied  thereon  amounted  to  150,227/.,  viz.,  on  imports,  110,451/. ; 
^on  exports,  39,776/. 

For  1895  and  1896  the  figures  respectively  were  as  follows  : — 


Trade 
Duty 


1895.        1896. 


£     !      £ 

1,369,343      1,332,950 

141,418       122,130 


The  value  of  trade,  however,  can  be  regarded  as  only 
approximately  correct ;  not  only  on  account  of  the  fluctuations  of 
the  exchange,  but  also  because  in  those  cases  where  duty  is  charge- 
able on  quantity  and  not  on  value,  the  latter  return  is  made  out 
without  exactitude,  and  the  actual  values  probably  exceed  those 
•declared. 
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The  duty-free  imports  amounted  to  1,585,583,000  reis 
(251,082/.)  in  the  year.  These  being  chiefly  the  product  of 
Angola,  shipped  from  one  port  of  the  province  to  another,  do  not 
for  the  most  part  enter  into  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  its  foreign 
trade. 

Of  the  exports,  the  vast  bulk  were  declared  as  for  Portugal, 
5,316,468,000  reis  (841,879/.),  and  Portuguese  possessions 
305,661,000  reis  (48,402/.) ;  the  declared  values  of  goods  exported 
direct  to  foreign  countries  being  only  6,160,000  reis  (976/.),  of  which 
Germany  appears  to  have  taken  502,000  reis  (79/.),  and  England, 
315,000  reis  (50/.).  As,  however,  the  export  trade  is  almost 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Portuguese  steamship  line  (the 
Empreza  Nacional  de  Navegacjao),  whicli  has  Lisbon  for  its 
European  first  port  of  call,  the  returns  are  in  this  respect  some- 
what insufficient. 

The  Portuguese  steamers  largely  transliip  their  cargoes  at 
Lisbon  for  foreign  markets,  or  else  themselves  convey  to  Liverpool 
the  produce  they  had  brought  home. 

The  most  important  articles  of  export  fcrl897  were  given  as: — 


Articles. 

Value. 

Indinrubber 

Coffee           

Wax 

Fish  (dried  or  salted)         

Kum  (aguardente) . . 

Palm  keroels           

Reis. 

3,683,081,000 

1,105,834,000 

364,159,078 

184,734,830 

59,177,639 

48,568,280 

Indiarubber. 


Both  fish  and  rum  may  be  styled  chiefly  inter-provincial 
exports :  and  they  vary  largely,  corresponding  with  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  non-dutiable  imports,  the  fish  exported  at 
Mossamedes,  for  instance,  figuring  largely  as  a  free  list  import  of 
Loanda. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  consider  here  the  increase  of  the 
trade  iji  indiarubber  from  this  part  of  Africa  during  recent  years. 

The  following  table  compiled  from  previous  Consular  reports 
gives  some  idea  of  the  growing  importance  to  Angola  of  this  article 
of  export : — 
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Exports  of  Tndiarubber  from  Angola. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

j         Value. 

Tons. 

1             £ 

1881 

355 

52,528 

1882         

275 

52.225 

1884        

, , 

64,552 

188.>         

. , 

44,864 

1888-91  (four  years)     .. 

6,316 

, ,  « 

1895 

2,106 

327,064 

1896        

2,286 

374,454 

•  Not  stated. 


The  statistics  available  for  the  years  1807  and  1898  show  that 
in  the  former  year  2,810,097  kilos.  (2,810  tons)  of  rubber  of  a 
declared  customs  value  of  8,683,081,000  reis  (583,227/.)  were 
shipped  from  Angola,  and  in  1898  3,377,863  kilos.  (3,377  tons), 
valued  at  5,603,059,000  reis  (887,262/.)— this  out  of  a  total  export 
trade  of  all  commodities  for  the  latter  year  of  1,135,549/. 

The  export  of  rubber  alone  in  1898  almost  equalled  the  value 
of  the  entire  export  trade  of  the  colony  in  the  previous  year. 

The  appended  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  rubber  export 
for  1898 :— 


Port. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Benguela 

Loanda           

Ambriz          

Mossflmedes 

Xilos. 

2,250,095 

1,105,075 

11,939 

10,754 

Reis. 

3,820,086,000 

1,737,632,000 

22,477,000 

22,864,000 

£ 

60*,923 

275,159 

3,559 

3,621 

While  prices  of  rubber  have  risen,  and  now  stand  at  more  than 
double  the  quotation  of  10  years  ago,  the  yield  of  the  commodity 
from  Angola  has  more  than  trebled. 

Turning  to  the  neighbouring  Congo  Independent  State  a  study 
of  its  dealings  in  rubber  presents  an  even  more  remarkable 
increase. 

In  1887  the  exports  of  caoutchouc  from  the  Congo  were  valued 
at  4,671/. 

In  1898  they  had  increased  to  634,000/.,  out  of  a  total  export 
trade  of  all  kinds  of  887,000/. 

The  quantity  shipped  from  the  Congo  State  in  1898  is  stated 
to  have  been  2,113^  metric  tons,  less  by  136^  toud  than  that 
exported  from  Benguela  alone,  and  less  by  1,264^  tons  than  the 
-quantity  Angola  as  a  whole  exported  in  1898. 

The  Congo  rubber  would  seem  to  be  more  valuable  than  the 
Angola  variety ;  or  else,  as  is  probable,  the  system  of  valuation 
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adopted  at  the  custom-houses  of  the  two  countries  differs  to  the 
apparent  disadvantage  of  the  latter. 

Congo  rubber  is  very  largely  the  product  of  the  Landolphia 
creeper,  which  abounds  along  the  banks  of  the  Upper  Congo  and 
of  all  its  branches. 

One  of  the  rubber-giving  vines  of  this  region  (I  am  not  sure 
which,  speaking  as  I  do  of  a  journey  undertaken  many  years  since) 
gives  a  delicious  fruit,  in  size  about  as  big  as  a  tennis  ball. 
The  rind  is  hard,  streaked  with  red  and  yellow,  and  full  of  a 
sticky  paste  much  liked  by  the  natives  as  a  palatable  thirst 
(juencher. 

Upon  the  same  journey,  during  tliree  weeks  spent  in  passing 
through  a  forest  country,  this  Iruit  was  abundantly  offered  to  the 
native  members  ot  the  party.  The  population  of  the  country 
(a  tribe  known  as  the  Balolo)  had  at  that  time  (1887)  no  know- 
ledge of  the  vegetable  wealth  of  their  great  forest  surroundings. 
They  cared  for  the  vines,  festooning  the  trees  on  every  side  for 
the  fruit  they  gave,  and  for  this  almost  alone. 

It  is  true  we  observed  among  even  these  wild  people  a  primi- 
tive attempt  to  utilise  the  indiarubber  creeper  towards  the 
gratification  of  another  sense  than  that  of  taste. 

Some  of  the  drumsticks  used  for  striking  the  hollow  section  of 
a  tree  trunk,  which  tliere  represents  the  universal  drum  essential 
to  an  African's  entertainment,  to  his  combats,  and  still  more  to 
his  knowledge  of  passing  events  (for  the  drum  is  the  African  tele- 
graph system),  were  covered  with  knobs  of  hardened  rubber. 

How  coagulation  had  been  brought  about  we  did  not  learn  ; 
but  the  method  of  collection  was  said  to  be  simplicity  itself. 

The  native  simply  smeared  his  naked  body  over  with  the  milk, 
as  it  exuded  from  the  cut  creeper  ;  and  after  a  certain  exposure  to 
sun  and  air,  this  was  then  worked  off  with  the  fingers  into  more  or 
less  sticky  masses. 

That  these  gave  an  added  vibration  to  the  sound  of  the  drum 
we  had  frequent  opportunity  of  judging,  for  day  and  night  we 
heard  it  peaceiuUy  heralding  our  coming  to  the  forest  ahead, 
which  would  presently  take  up  the  word  and  pass  it  on  to  still 
more  distant  villages. 

Other  varieties  of  rubber  plants  have  been  discovered  on  the 
Congo,  and  are  now  being  utilised  in  trade.  Among  these  may 
be  mentioned  the  Kich.ia  Africana,  which  also  grows  on  the 
Gold  Coast  and  at  Lagos. 

Angola  rubber  is  said  to  come  very  largely  from  a  small 
creeper  whicii  straggles  over  sandy  soil  or  desert  places  incapable 
apparently  of  other  production. 

But  the  same  p'ants  as  un  the  Congo  must  exist  along  the 
courses  of  the  interior  rivers  of  Angola  which  mainly  drain  into 
that  system  of  waterways. 

Cameron  in  describmg  his  journey  across  Africa  spoke  of  the 
jungles  and  thickets  of  this  region  as  capable  of  affording  enough 
rubber  for  the  neetis  of  tire  civilised  world. 

These  large  shipments  of  one  article  from  contiguous  parts- 
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of  Africa,  representing  as  they  do  to-day  by  far  tlie  most  valuable 
asset  of  this  part  of  the  continent,  give  food  for  reflections  not 
altogether  cheering  to  those  who  look  beyond  to-day. 

The  system,  or  rather  absence  of  system,  by  which  Angola  put 
nearly  4,000  tons  of  indiarubber  on  the  European  markets  last 
year  is  one  which,  if  pursued,  must  bring  about  a  comparatively 
early  stoppage  of  the  means  of  supply. 

The  native  gathers  rubber  when,  where,  and  how  he  will ;  from 
vine,  creeper,  or  tree  it  is  immaterial  to  him  how  he  hacks  or 
slashes,  so  long  as  the  sap  flows  readily,  and  he  can  pack 
up  a  suflicieut  load  to  repay  his  long  journey  to  the  coast 
factories  at  Catumbela  or  the  river-side  trading  houses  on  the 
Coanza. 

Thus  while  the  quantity  of  indiarubber  shipped  from  the 
Congo  and  Angola  ports  of  late  years  shows  so  rapid  an 
increase,  the  area  of  devastation  spreads  annually  at  a  still  more 
rapid  rate. 

The  tendency  of  the  method  of  collection  hitherto,  and  no 
doubt  still  largely  in  force  upon  the  Congo,  has,  happily,  already 
attracted  the  attention  of  tlie  authorities  there;  and  steps  are 
now  being  taken  not  only  to  limit  the  extent  of  present  loss  due 
to  hasty  and  avaricious  collectors,  but  to  maintain  as  far  as 
possible  the  means  and  area  of  supply.  It  is  now  ordained  by 
a  decree  of  the  Government  of  the  Congo  State  that  each  firm 
exporting  rubber  from  its  territories  shall  plant  a  certain  number 
of  fresh  trees  in  proportion  to  its  shipments  of  that  article.  This 
measure  strictly  enforced,  on  all  alike,  should  prove  of  the  very 
greatest  benefit  to  the  future  trade  in  rubber  from  the  vast 
territories  drained  by  the  Congo. 

Tn  addition  to  legislation  for  preventing  the  destruction  and 
ensuring  the  reproduction  of  rubber-giving  plants,  the  Congo 
Government  has  itself  caused  fresh  varieties  of  rubber  plants  to 
be  imported,  and  is,  through  its  own  agents,  paying  attention  to 
their  distribution  and  cultivation.  Among  such  plants  may  be 
mentioned  the  FictLS  Mastica,  the  Ceara  or  Manihot  Glaziovii,  and 
the  Hevea  Brasiliensis  which  furnishes  the  celebrated  Pard  rubber 
of  Brazil.  Should  nothing  of  the  kind  be  done  in  Angola 
it  is  not  hard  to  predict  that,  however  flourishing  it  may  be 
to-day,  the  trade  of  this  part  of  Africa  in  rubber  cannot  continue 
to  prosper. 

The  area  over  which  supervision  would  have  to  be  exercised 
is  enormous  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  measures  of  prevention  and 
of  restoration,  even  when  approved  by  the  Portuguese  authorities, 
will  be  found  very  difficult  of  application  in  Angola. 

In  the  Congo  State,  owing  to  the  great  energy  of  its  officials, 
and  the  widespread  ramification  of  its  internal  water  systems 
permitting  an  easier  occupation  and  control  of  large  native 
communities,  quicker  results  may  be  looked  for.  These  con- 
clusions are  supported  by  a  recently  published  review  of  the 
indiarubber  output  of  Portuguese  East  Africa  issued  by  Her 
Majesty's  Consulate  at  Lourenqo  Marques.     In  this  return  it  is 
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Imports. 


shown  that  the  exports  of  rubber  from  the  port  of  Inhambane 
fell  from  39  tons  in  1896  to  35  tons  in  1897,  and  to  only  20 
tons  in  1898 — a  decrease  due  largely  to  the  native  method  of 
collection. 

The  exports  of  rubber  from  the  whole  province  of  Mozambique 
show  that  the  trade  is  there  practically  stationary.  Tn  1888,  211 
tons  were  shipped,  and  in  1897,  215  tons. 

The  quantity  for  the  completed  10  years  ending  in  1897  was 
2,345  tons — an  amount  but  little  in  excess  of  what  Benguela  alone 
exported  in  the  one  year  1898. 

The  imports  to  Angola,  as  has  been  stated,  come  chiefly  from 
Portugal;  and  of  Portuguese  imports  the  principal  in  1897 
were : — 


Articles. 


Olive  oil  (representing  240,330,703  litres) 
Wine  in  casks     ..  ..  •• 

Boots,  shoes,  &c. 

Hats,  &c. . .  . .  . .  . .  • . 

Potatoes,  onions,  bisouits,  &c, . . 

Flour       

Cheese,  lard,  preserved  meats,  and  preservee  in  general 
Soap         ..  ..  .• 


Value. 


Beis. 

48,508,818 

321,297,090 

85,176,905 

12,762,270 

59,244,395 

112,051,981 

112,051,000 

30,606,458 


Cotton  goods.  And,  above  all,  cotton  tissues,  which  were  imported  in  the  follow- 
ing quantities  and  values : — 


Portuguese 
cotton 
imports  in 
1897. 


Unbleached    (grey    domestics)    and    bleached 

{crus  and  hraneados)   . . 
Coloured  and  printed  cottons  (tintos  and  eatam- 

pados)     ..  ••  ..  ..  ..  •• 

Prints  (chUcts) 

Gingh&ms  and  Btripes  (riscados) 

Total 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Kilos. 

Beis. 

926,820 

476,577,737 

201,298 
85,014     , 
415,561     > 

]  83,747,266 

78,990,758 

864,981,415 

1,628,693 

1,104,247,170 

This  large  importation  of  cotton  goods  made  in  Portugal,  equal 
to  a  sum  of  174,861/.,  is  due  to  measures  undertaken  during  the 
Governor-Generalship  of  Angola  of  Senhor  Ferreira  do  Amaral, 
who  assured  to  the  mother  country  this  colonial  market. 

Ant^^ola  as  a  buyer  of  Portuguese  goods  differs  entirely  in  its 
trade  relations  with  Portugal  from  the  East  African  possessions 
of  that  Power,  where  commerce  is  so  largely  in  the  hands  of 
foreigners,  very  often  of  British-Indian  merchants. 

The  Estatistico  AnnuariOy  of  Angola,  commenting  upon  this, 
to  Portuguese   eyes,  unfavourable   aspect   of   Mozambique   trade 
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expresses  the  belief  that  by  the  establishment  of  factories  which 
might  serve  as  intermediaries  between  local  traders  and  the 
metropolis,  this  state  of  things  in  East  Africa  might  ere  long  be 
changed. 

Despite  the  favourable  treatment  accorded  to  Portuguese  manu- 
facturers, English  cotton  goods  still  form  the  staple  import  to 
Angola  from  this  country ;  and  for  the  year  1897  the  following 
quantities  of  cottons  of  corresponding  kind  to  tliose  received  from  9o**on  good» 
Portugal  were  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom : —  iSmted  ^"^^"^ 

Ejngdoniy 
1897. 


' 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Unbleached  and  bleached 

Dyed  or  printed        

Prints  (ohitas)           

Giiigbams  and  stripes          

Kilos. 

73,785 
163,226 

75,074 
536,353 

Reis. 

54,914,000 
122,728,000 

75,124,000 
404,066,000 

Total 

848,438 

656,832,000 

Comparing  this  with  the  Portuguese  import  of  the  same 
materials  we  find  that  1,628  metric  tons*  of  Portuguese  cotton 
tissues  were  estimated  to  value  174,861/.,  and  848  metric  tons  of 
English  goods  were  declared  at  a  value  of  104,011/.  As  has  been 
said  before  the  declared  values  are  often  incorrect,  and  it  is 
probable  these  cottons  represented  a  really  higher  value. 

If  we  turn  to  the    import    lists   for   1898   it  is  seen  that  Cotton 


while  the  Portuguese  nearly  doubled   their  cotton    imports   to  JSIJ^  "* 
Angola,  English  imports  of  the  same  materials  still  further  fell 
oflF   in    weight — the    truer    test — although    the    values    appear 
greater.    During  that  year  the  imports  of  cotton  piece-goodB  to 
the  four  custom-houses  of  Angola  were  as  follows : — 

Portuguese  Cotton  Piece-Goods  for  1898. 


PorU. 


LoandA  .. 
Bengaela. . 
Ammz  .. 
Ledei 

Total 


Value. 


Beis. 

410,398,000 

1,780,829,000 

1,208,000 

88,674,000 


2,230,604,000 


(491) 


*  2,204i  lbs.  aToir.  equal  1  metric  ton. 
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British  Cotton  Piece-Goods  for  1898. 


Ports. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Loanda        ..          .^         .• 

Benguela 

Ambriz 

Mossamedes 

Kilos. 
428,471 
302,380 

56,871 
8,860 

372,097,000 

318,279,000 

24,906,000 

9,683,000 

Total 

796,532 

724,966,000 

Converted  into  sterling  at  the  rate  stated  (38d.  to  the  milreis, 
or  6,315  reis  to  the  11.  sterling)  the  importations  of  the  two 
countries  contrast  as  follows  with  the  previous  year  : — 


Value. 

Year. 

Portugal. 

United 
Kingdom. 

1897         

1898         

£ 
174,861 
353,223 

£ 
104,011 
114,800 

Increase 

178,362 

10,789 

General 
trade,  1897 
and  1898. 
Imports. 


Portugal,  however,  increased  the  quantity  of  her  cotton  iih- 
porte  by  1,425  tons ;  England  sent  52  tons  less. 

England  still  entirely  retains  the  market  for  cotton  goods  at 
Ambriz,  but  that  for  Benguela,  probably  the  chief  trade  centre  of 
the  province,  she  has  very  largely  ceded  to  Portuguese  imports. 

At  Loanda  she  still  retains  a  very  considerable  share  of  the 
cotton  trade,  and  in  general  it  will  be  obseived  that  while  Portu- 
guese imports  of  the  cheaper  classes  of  cottons  appear  largely  to 
predominate,  the  United  Kingdom  keeps  a  hold  upon  the  demand 
for  better  quality  goods,  the  proportions  of  values  declared  being 
higher  for  British  than  for  Portuguese  goods  at  all  the  three 
custom-houses  where  they  come  into  competition. 

Classifying  them  under  the  heads  of  the  four  principal  ports  of 
entry,  we  find  that  for  1897  and  1898  the  total  value  of  the  over- 
sea imports  of  the  province  (exclusive  of  free-list  goods,  as  also  of 
imports  to  that  part  of  Angola  (ie.,  Ambriz)  lying  within  the  Con- 
ventional basin  of  the  Congo)  was  as  under : — 
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Value. 


Ports. 


1897. 


1898. 


Loanda  . . 
Ambriz  • . 
Benguela. . 
Mossamedes 

Total 


Beifl. 
1,910,594,000 

157,238,000 
1,699,072,000 

303,089,000 

Rei^. 
2,012,6(37,000 

119,433,000 
3,056,807,000 

242,168,000 

3,969,993,000 

6,431,075,000 

Tlie  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  export  trade  within  Expoitt. 
the  same  limits : — 


Exports. 


Value. 

Ports, 

1897.               .                1898. 

Loanda    

Ambriz    ••         ..         •• 

Benguela 

Mossamedes 

Beis.                 !                 Reis. 
2,694,787,000        '         2,711,895,000 

257,647,000         ,            221,332,000 
2,503,012,000                  4,042,387,000 

272,943,000                    195,382,000 

Total 


5,628,289,000 


7,170,996,000 


Converted  into  sterling 

these  totals  are  as  follows  : — 

•       •  • 
1  •       •  • 

1  •       •  • 

Value. 

1897. 

1898. 

Imports  .« 
Exports  .. 

£ 
628,661 
891,257 

860,028 
1,136,549 

Totel 

1,519,918 

1,995,577 

The  1898  returns  thus  show  an  increase  of  475,659Z.  over  the 
previous  year's  trade,  viz.,  of  imports,  231,367/. ;  and  of  exports, 
244,292/. 

So  far  as  can  he  seen  from  the  customs  epitomes  already  pub- 
lished for  1899,  the  present  year  should  see  these  figures  well 
exceeded.  Already  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  the  total 
trade,  under  all  heads,  at  the  four  custom-houses  shows  at 
8,629,134,000  reis  (1,366,450/.),  almost  equally  divided  between 
imports  and  exports. 

(491)  B  2 
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That  the  trade  of  Angola  is  advancing  it  is  only  necessary  to 
recall  the  figures  for  1890,  which  is  generally  held  locally  to  have 
been  a  "  good  year."  For  that  year  the  total  trade  amounted  to 
8,203,874,000  reis.  It  is  true  that  in  1890  the  exchange  was  at 
par,  so  that  this  sum  represented,  at  4,500  reis  to  the  1/.,  a  sum  of 
1,823,083/. 

The  increase  is  no  doubt  chiefly  due  to  indiarubber,  and  is 
probably  more  felt  at  Benguela  than  in  Loanda. 

Cofifee,  the  other  staple  export  of  the  colony,  has  not  proved 
of  late  a  profitable  article  to  deal  in,  and  it  was  to  coffee,  until 
quite  recently,  that  Loanda  looked  for  its  source  of  business. 
Ambriz  and  Loanda  are  the  chief  ports  for  the  export  of  coffee, 
which  is  probably  still  fully  half  the  growth  of  wild  trees. 
Xoanda  trade.  The  total  trade  of  Loanda  (import  and  export)  increased  in 
1898  to  4,724,562,000  reis  (748,149/.),  from  4,505,381,000  reis 
(713,441/.)  in  1897. 

Of  the  1898  imports  to  Loanda,  Portugal  sent  1,293,685,000 
reis  (204,859/.),  of  which  cottons,  amounting  to  410,393,000  reis 
(64,987/.),  were  the  chief. 

The  other  principal  Portuguese  imports  for  the  year  were  : — 


Articles. 


OU(oliTe) 

Wines  ..         .•         •• 

Boots  and  shoes 
Potatoes,  biscuits,  onions,  &c. 
Flour  ..         ..         .•         • 

Cheese,  lard,  preserred  meats,  &o, 
Paper  ..         •• 

Soap 

Tobacco 

Woollen  goods       .. 

Cotton  and  wool  mixed     . .         • 

Linen  goods. .         •  •         .  • 


Value. 


Beis. 
80,538,000 
233,682,000 
28,677,000 
80,159,000 
85,451,000 
69,829,000 
18,300,000 
16,084,000 
19,300,000 
14,045,000 
14,128,000 
19,754,000 


British  The  United  Kingdom  sent  (including  duty-free  articles)  goods 

^S^dilfn       ^  ^^®  ^^^^®  ^^  582,084,000  reis  (92,175/.),  of  which  the  principal 
1898.    ^^       item  was  for  cotton  goods,  viz.,  372,097,000  reis  (58,923/.). 
The  other  important  British  imports  were : — 


Articles. 


Vessels  of  a  capacity  of  less  than  200  tons  cubic  measurement 

Gunpowder    ..         ••         ••         

ProYisions  (tinned) 

Coal  (duty  free)         

Linen  goods  (plain  and  dyed)         . .         

Metal  goods  of  various  kinds  and  ironware  •  •         .  • 


Value. 


Beis. 
9,000,000 
44,300,00e 
30,000,000 
60^8,000 
18,820,000 
20,789,000 


Oerman 
imports  at 


German  imports  at  Loanda  rank  next  in  importance  to  British, 
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\  witli  a  total  value  for  1898  of  185,411,000  reis  (29,360Z.),  a  falling-  Loanda  in 

]  otr  of  214,193,000  reis  from  1897.  1898. 

I  The    chief    German    imports   appear   to   have    been:    Guns, 

(  powder,  sugar,  provisions,  nietalware,   and    ironware   of  various 

kinds  (11,326,000  reis),  linen,  machinery  for  agriculture,  instru- 
ments of  precision,  and  water  tubes. 

Next  to  Germany  came  the    United  States,  which   sent  to  Otiier 
Loanda  during  1898   goods    to   the    value    of    44,688,000   reis;"^'^"^"^**' 
j  France,  41,458,000  reis;  and  Belgium,  31,319,000  reis.    * 

I  These  same  countries  sent  to  the  entire  province  during  1897 

(there  being  no  sepijrate  national  returns  for  each  port  for  that 
year)  the  following  proportions : — 


Country. 

Value. 

France         

United  States  of  America 

Belgium « 

Beis. 
71,375,000 
34,948,000 
60,166,000 

The  United  States  appear  to  have  contributed  chiefly  flour  and 
petroleum,  with,  in  1898,  a  shipment  of  coal  valued  at  1,110/. 

Belgian  imports  consist  almost  solely  of  guns  for  the  use  of 
natives.  These  were  valued  at  59,840,000  reis  (9,476/.)  in  1897, 
and  in  1898,  for  the  port  of  Loanda  alone,  at  27,189,000  rei& 
(4,305/.),  and  for  Benguela,  at  32,000,000  reis  (5,067/.). 

French  trade  appears  chiefly  in  guns,  butter  and  its  imita- 
tions, and  wines  and  spirits. 

Machinery  and  ironware  have  already  been  imported  in  some 
measure  from  America,  and  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  when  the 
United  States  will  enter  the  field  with  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Germany  in  other  classes  of  imports.  There  is  already  a  repre- 
sentative in  Angola  of  an  American  engine  manufactory,  who,  in 
addition  to  the  wares  he  is  actually  commissioned  to  sell,  seeks 
for  an  outlet  for  other  goods  of  American  make. 

Despite  the  dififerential  tariff  in  favour  of  Portuguese  goods, 
the  1898  returns  show  favourably  for  the  trade  of  the  United 
Kingdom  with  Angola.  After  Portugal  she  comes  easily  second, 
although,  as  is  pointed  out  further  on,  she  has  lost  much  that 
could  have  been  kept,  and  is  threatened  by  more  than  one  com- 
petitor, but  chiefly  by  Germany,  in  much  that  she  still  retains. 

The  volume  of  British  trade  with  Angola,  put  at  1,138,490,000 
reis  (180,283/.),  for  all  classes  of  imports  in  1897  swelled  to 
1,331,982,000  reis  (210,923/.)  in  1898.  Of  these  sums  cotton 
goods  gave,  as  has  been  seen,  the  larger  proportions  in  both  years, 
leaving  a  balance  of  miscellaneous  trade  of  481,658,000  reis 
(76,272/.)  in  1897,  which  increased  to  607,017,000  reis  (96,123/.) 
in  1898.  This  increase  is  perhaps  all  the  more  satisfactory  in  that 
German  imports  fell  from  563,952,000  reis  (89,303/.)  in  the  former 
year,  to  334,000,000  reis  (52,890/.)  in  the  latter. 
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In  1897,  German  trade  has  been  swollen  by  the  large  sum  of 
162,000,000  reis  (25,653/.)  for  railway  material  supplied  to  the 
Loanda-Ambaca  Railway,  an  order  that  may  again  be  repeated  to 
the  profit  of  other  than  British  contractors. 

Thus,  of  the  considerable  trade  increase  which  1898  gave 
Angola  over  1897,  wliile  Portugal,  as  is  natural,  derived  the  chief 
benefit,  and  the  United  Kingdom  also,  but  in  a  less  degree,  profited, 
German  returns  show  a  relative  and  positive  decline. 

iv  would  not  be  well,  however,  to  augur  from  this  that  the 
position  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  assured  in  these  markets,  and 
that  she  can  without  effort  maintain  her  present  lead. 
€knnan  An  inspection  of  her  record  and  that  of  Germany  in  the  trade 

<»™P^^!j?^  of  Angola  would  remove  a  too  reassuring  belief  in  the  certainty 
tn^e  in* "  of  the  United  Kingdom  easily  continuing  to  beat  her  vigorous 
Angola.  Continental  competitor. 

British  trade  with  Angola,  as  with  the  rest  of  the  West 
African  Coast,  was  up  to  a  few  years  ago  not  only  paramount,  but 
it  might  be  said  to  have  been  the  only  trade  wifch  that  part  of  the 
world. 

In  his  report  for  the  year  1874  upon  the  trade  of  Angola,  Mr. 
Consul  Hopkins  points  out  how  all  the  three  steamship  lines  then 
plying  between  Europe  and  the  province  were  owned  by  British 
subjects,  one  of  them,  it  is  true,  under  the  Portuguese  flag.  Such 
a  thing  as  German  steamship  competition,  or  competition  of 
German  goods  with  British,  had  not  then  entered  the  field  of 
West  African  commercial  possibilities. 

The  profits  of  that  trade  were  then  almost  entirely  diverted 
to  British  channels,  chiefly  to  the  Liverpool  market  which  had 
been  recognised  for  many  years  as  the  emporium  of  West  African 
commerr*..  To-day  Antwerp  and  Hamburg  compete  with  Liver- 
pool fo*  a  large  share  of  the  import  and  export  trade  of  West 
Africa. 

How  Germany  has,  from  being  nowhere,  become  in  a  few 
years  an  active  and  formidable  competitor,  it  may  not  be  uninstruc- 
tive  to  trace  through  successive  Consular  reports  issued  from  this 
Consular  district. 

The  1874  report  already  refeired  to,  makes  no  allusion  what- 
ever to  Germany  in  Angola.  The  trade  enterprise  of  the  province 
was  then  spoken  of  as  Portuguese  and  British,  with  occasional 
favourable  comment  upon  individual  American  participation. 
Of  the  40  trading  steamers  which  entered  the  port  of  Loanda  in 
1874,  11  were  British ;  26  Portuguese  (all  British  owned)  and 
three  Dutch  ;  but  these  latter  were  coasting  craft  only. 

In  1876  the  figures  were  still  as  favourable  to  the  United 
Kingdom. 

It  is  not  until  the  report  for  the  year  1882  is  reached  that 
Germany  first  steps  into  the  local  trade  arena.  Her  modest  dSbiU 
made  during  the  previous  year  represented  a  sum  of  only 
52/.  8s.  Sd.  (entirely  for  tobacco),  while  for  1882  itself  she 
figured  for  9001.  13s.  worth  of  imports,  still  largely  tobacco, 
although  guns  also  appeared  on  the  lists. 
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For  tlie  same  years  British  and  Portuguese  imports   ranked 
thus : — 


Country. 

Vftlne. 

1881. 

1882. 

British 

Portuguese         .•          ..          •• 

£ 

181,496 
47,297 

£ 

142,800 
44,170 

British  trade  with  Angola  then  amounted  to  two  and  a  half 
times  that  of  all  other  countries  combined. 

Mr.  Consul  Cohen  commenting  on  this  state  of  affairs  says : — 

'*  Cloth  of  every  description  of  Manchester  warehouses  being 
principally  used.  Birmingham  goods  are  largely  traded  in  ;  guns 
and  powder  are  also  in  great  demand." 

Ocean-going  shipping  continued  with  one  or  two  exceptions 
to  be  Portuguese  and  British,  while  exports  remained  as  hitherto 
almost  solely  to  Portugal  and  the  United  Kingdom,  those  entered 
as  for  Portugal  being  ultimately  conveyed  to  Liverpool. 

Coming  to  1885  (the  date  of  the  next  report)  we  find  that 
Germany  had  in  the  four  years  improved  her  position. 

She  already  imported,  it  is  stated,  "spirits,  beer,  guns,  and 
powder  '*  in  addition  to  her  original  staple  of  cigars  and  tobacco  ; 
a^d  in  this  year  we  find  the  first  mention  of  German  shipping 
in  the  Woermann  line,  then  in  its  infancy,  but  which  has  grown 
to-day  into  one  of  the  chief  means  of  communication  between 
West  Africa  and  Europe. 

Nevertheless,  the  Consul  speaking  of  the  proportions  of  imports 
says  "  it  will  be  seen  that  the  imports  from  England  more  than 
double  those  of  all  other  countries,  Portugal  included.'* 

Speaking  of  projected  improvements  in  the  province,  such  as 
the  railway  to  Ambaca,  then  about  to  be  begun,  telegraph,  telephone, 
and  water  cisterns  then  contemplated,  he  says — "  The  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  these  undertakings  will  be  shared  in  largely  by 
England  both  in  the  present,  and  it  may  be  confidently  looked 
forward  to  in  the  future. 

"  Our  merchants  ought  to  be  able  to  furnish  anything,  and 
indeed  everything,  required  on  the  railway  and  waterworks.  .  .  . 
The  ultimate  benefits  of  increased  communication  £uid  trade  with 
Europe  must,  in  t}ie  natural  course  of  events,  be  shared  in  by 
English  manufacturers  and  shipowners." 

Subsequent  reports  will  sho^  how  small  a  part  in  these  works 
was  taken  by  those  to  whom  these  words  were  addressed  in  1885. 

To  epitomise  the  figures  for  1884  and  1885,  which  were  given 
in  this  report,  we  find  that  the  United  Kingdom  contributed 
217,941/.  out  of  a  total  of  315,802/.  of  Loanda  imports  in  1884 ; 
a^4  in  .1885  that  she  gave  163,379/.  out  of  a  total  of  238,7pOZ. 

Gj^rmany's  share  duxp^^the  same  years  ,^as  ^,13^/.,  ^W^  2,807/. 
respectively. 
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German  shipping,  however,  already  figured  at  12  steamers  of 
12,902  tons,  against  32  British  of  37,387  tons,  and  30  Portuguese 
of  48,804  tons.  Exports  from  the  province  show  that  while 
the  United  Kingdom  took  direct  29,821/.  and  20,064/.  worth  of 
produce,  Grermauy  carried  home  during  those  years  in  lier  12,000 
tons  of  shipping  not  one  ton  of  native  Angola  produce. 

In  the  face  of  these  figures,  it  must  be  owned  Germany's 
pros^iects  were  not  encouraging.  She  fairly  forced  herself  on 
Angola ;  she  persisted ;  and  slie  has  apparently  now  come 
to  stay. 

It  is  frequently  urged  as  a  reason  for  British  apathy  or  disin- 
clination to  push  our  trade  in  certain  markets  that  the  amount  at 
stake  is  so  small  the  game  is  not  worth  the  candle. 

Not  long  ago  a  firm  of  British  merchants,  in  answer  to  a 
letter  from  this  Consulate  pointing  out  the  possible  advantage  to 
be  derived  from  the  employment  of  commercial  travellers  in 
Angola,  assured  the  writer  that  "when  trade  improved"  they 
would  think  of  sending  out  a  representative.  Had  German 
merchants  always  argued  thus,  and  not  have  sought  in  the  face 
of  much  discouragement  to  penetrate  markets  where  British  goods 
had  what  seemed  an  unshakeable  pre-eminence,  the  trade  prospects 
of  Germany  to-day  would  certainly  not  appear  so  flourishing  to 
her  own  people  nor  so  formidably  to  ours. 

The  Consular  Eeport  for  1886-87  continues  the  tale  of  German 
ofifort.  Germany  then  only  a  beginner  had  still  her  way  to  fight, 
but  she  fought  it. 

Acting-Consul  Newton  says  :  "  The  German  steamers  are  very 
irregular,  and  bring  little  cargo  to  this  port." 

The  imports  to  Loanda  were  for  those  years  as  follows  : — 


Tear. 

Value. 

1886 

1887 

£ 
210,607 
291,698 

of  which  the  shares  of  the  United  Kingdom,  Portugal  and  Germany 
were  proportioned  thus  : — 


Value. 

Countrj. 

1886. 

1887. 

United  Kingdom           . .         .  • 

Portugal 

Germany 

£ 

117,400 

60,780 

Nil. 

£ 
191,888 
64,893 
8,100 

.  These  figures  deal  only  with  the  Loanda  custom-house,  those 
at  Benguela,  Ambriz,  and  Mossamedes  would,  if  analysed,  probably 
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filiow  a  certain  proportion  of  German  imports  also  beginning  to 
make  way  at  those  ports. 

The  next  reports  dealing  with  the  subject  are  those  of  Acting- 
consul  Brock  for  the  year  1892,  which  review  the  trade  of  the 
province  from  1888-1891. 

Mr.  Brock's  remarks  made  in  June,  1892,  are  especially  worthy 
of  note : — 

"  There  is  much  more  competition,"  he  says,  "  than  formerly, 
und  it  is  felt  very  keenly.  Last  year  Loanda  was  visited  by  five 
commercial  travellers — all  Germans — representing  manufacturers 
of  every  class  of  goods  imported. 

"  The  result  should  be  that  imports  from  Germany  in  1892  show 
-an  increasa 

"  It  is  a  pity  that  British  trade  is  not  pushed  in  the  same  way. 

"  The  machinery  for  distilling,  hulling  coffee,  and  other  purposes 
is  made  in  America.  A  representative  of  an  American  firm  of 
manufacturing  engineers  is  now  making  a  tour  of  the  province, 
and  has  succeeded  in  placing  a  quantity  of  their  machinery. 

"  British  manufacturers  seem  to  be  content  with  what  trade 
they  have,  and  appear  to  ignore  the  fact  that  other  countries  are 
using  every  effort  to  introduce  their  goods." 

But  being  content  with  what  trade  you  have,  and  not  trying 
to  push  that  trade  means  in  the  end  that  you  must  be  content 
with  what  trade  others  will  leave  you. 

The  words  of  warning  addressed  in  the  1892  report  were 
repeated  in  1897  when  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Nightingale,  in  his  trade 
review  of  the  years  1895-96,  says : — 

"  Germany  runs  the  British  market  very  closely  in  the  supply 
of  gun]X)wder,  especially  for  the  port  of  Ambriz  where  the  tariff  is 
favourable  to  foreign  bottoms,  and  it  all  comes  in  German 
jsteamers." 

The  "English-made"  guns  appear  to  have,  in  reality,  been 
made  in  Belgium. 

"  The  importation  of  soap  has  disappeared  entirely  out  of  the 
British  market"  having  gone  to  Portugal.  Beads  put  down  as 
ooming  from  the  United  Kingdom,  really  came  from  Italy,  Ger- 
many, and  Austria.  Spirits  came  chiefly  from  Germany.  "  The 
greater  part  of  the  matches  are  of  German  ;nake;  no  English 
marks  come  into  the  market." 

The  Vice-Consul  continues — 

"  Up  to  the  present  time  no  British  firm  has  sent  out  a  repre- 
sentative to  this  province.  There  is  a  fair  demand  for  cane 
crushing  mills,  steam-engines,  and  turbines. 

"A  representative  of  an  American  firm  is  out  here  for  the 
third  time  within  four  years,  and  has  done  good  business,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  British  manufacturer  should  not  do  as 
well.  If  a  few  English  firms  were  to  club  together  and  send  out 
a  man  to  visit  the  islands  of  San  Thomi  and  Principe  aad  then 
Loanda,  Benguela,  and  Mossamedes,  so  that  they  might  get  an 
insight  into  what  class  of  machinery  is  required  in  these  parts, 
their  money  would  not  be  badly  spent,  and  they  would  learn  a 
great  deal." 
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But  this  is  apparently  what  British  firms  will  not  do. 

In  the  1885  report  already  quoted  it  was  pointed  out  how 
the  United  Kingdom  should  share  in  the  then  projected  public 
works  throughout  Angola.  But  in  the  1897  report  Mr.  Nightingale 
in  referring  to  the  railway  from  Loanda  to  Ambaca — one  of 
the  works  in  question — says,  "  All  the  material  and  rolling  stock 
is  of  Belgian  make." 

Again,  he  says  that  the  floating  dock  built  in  1896  came  from 
Holland,  as  did  also  a  dredger  supplied  in  1895.  An  iron  pier 
(made  in  Belgium)  with  two  15  ton  cranes  (made  in  Glasgow) 
gave  added  discharging  facilities ;  while  tiles  made  with  machinery 
of  French  construction  served  for  most  of  the  roofing  Loanda 
needed. 

The  appended  tablq  showing  the  values  of  British  and  German 
imports  to  the  port  of  Loanda  from  1888-98  (1892,  1893,  and 
1894  omitted  for  which  no  returns  are  available)  will  illustrate 
in  some  measure  how  persistent  has  been  the  Geiman  struggle  to 
maintain  and  improve  where  possible  a  market  entered  under 
discouragement,  and  how  during  the  sarnie  period  British  goods 
have  shown  at  this  same  port  a  general  decline. 


Loanda  Imports. 


Year. 


Value. 


The  United 
Kingdom. 


1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 


iieis. 
817,342,000 
966,015,000 
1,191,225,000 
791,878,000 
805,245,000 
601,419,000 
592,055,000 
682,084,000 


G-ermany. 


Beis. 
94,622,000 
118,945,000 
156,357,000 
229,533,000 
147,446,000 
185,590,000 
399,604,000*' 
185,411,000 


*  Of  wliich  railvaj  material  gave  162,000,000  reis. 

Were  it  not  for  the  share  of  the  cotton  trade  which  she  still 
retains  owing  to  the  inability  of  Portuguese  mills  to  compete  with 
those  of  Lancashire  in  certain  kinds  of  textiles,  the  United  Kingdom 
in  the  general  trade  of  Angola  has  in  recent  years  not  done  so  very 
much  more  than  Germany.  If  we  analyse,  for  example,  the  free  list 
imports  for  1897  we  find  that  Germany  has  a  distinct  advantage. 

The  United  Kingdom  contributed  for  that  year  109,118,000 
reis  (I7,279i.)  under  that  category;  Germany,  186,674,000  reis 
(29,560t). 

These  figures  show  that  Germany's  gain  was  in  fact  much 
greater  than  it  seemed.  Two-thirds  of  our  free  imports  for  that 
year,  viz.,  68,486,000  reis  (10,845i.)  were  for  coal,  sold  almost 
exclusively  to  British  men-of-war,  so  that  the  country  only  got 
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tack  its  own  money,  while  of  the  German  imports  every  milreis 
worth  was  sold  to  foreigners  thus  giving  a  clear  gain  to  the 
national  purse. 

The  foregoing  figures  and  remarks  serve  to  point  more  than 
one  moral. 

It  is  often  said  that  if  Her  Majesty's  Consular  Ofi&cers  were 
more  active  and  published  more  fi^quent  reports  the  British 
merchant  would  benefit.  The  facts,  as  Angola  exemplifies  them, 
do  not  bear  out  this  statement. 

British  Consular  OfBcei^s  have  been  resident  in  Loanda  since 
early  in  1840 ;  and  trade  reports  have  been  issued  by  them  for 
the  last  25  years.  Germany  has  only  this  year  appointed  a 
Consul  to  Angola,  and,  so  far,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  official 
German  account  of  the  trade  of  the  province  has  ever  been 
published. 

Yet  despite  warnings  and  suggestions  from  British  officials, 
British  trade  shows  an  almost  continuous  decline,  while  German 
trade  energy,  relying  on  no  Consular  efforts  (unless  perchance 
British  reports  were  studied  in  Germany),  and  demanding  no 
information  but  such  as  it  could  obtain  by  its  own  trade  dealings, 
has  pushed  its  way  ahead. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  lies  in  the  fact,  so  far  as  facts  can  be 
adduced  from  observation  or  general  conclusions,  that  J;he  individual 
German  is  a  better  trader  than  the  individual  Englishman.  He 
may  not  make  as  good  wares — although  many  think  he  does — but 
he  knows  better  how  to  sell  them. 

This  statement  is  borne  out  by  the  customs  returns  of  Loanda 
for  the  year  1898.  During  the  first  six  months  of  the  year 
the  United  Kingdom  appears  to  have  competed  in  43  varieties 
of  imports,  Germany  in  60. 

Where  the  British  trader  with  unconcern  waives  aside 
a  small  market  as  a  thing  to  be  attended  to  later  on  when 
more  worth  his  while,  the  German  quietly  sets  about  understand- 
ing the  specially  small  needs  of  that  market  and  the  best  way  of 
meeting  them  ;  and  in  the  end  he  will  no  doubt  make  it  a  bigger 
one,  and  the  result  profitable  to  himself. 

So,  too,  in  satisfying  his  customers  the  German  supplier  will 
take  more  pains  to  be  agreeable,  and  strange  as  it  may  sound,  he 
will  more  cheerfully  adapt  himself  to  and  overcome  certain 
difficulties  before  which  the  Englishman  with  his  uncompromis- 
ing humour  will  recoil. 

The  foreigner,  more  politic,  accommodates  himself  more  readily 
to  his  surroundings*  in  speech,  manners,  and  deference  to  local 
custom. 

When  it  is  realised  that  for  the  past  30  years  duties  upon 
British  goods  have  probably  contributed  nine-tenths  of  the  revenue 
upon  which  the  province  of  Angola  has  been  carried  on,  and  that 
it  was  mainly  by  British  shipping  and  the  energy  of  British 
merchants  in  the  past  that  this  part  of  Africa  was  brought  into 
commercial  existence,  British  interest  in  the  province  should  be 
readily  roused. 
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Benguela 
trade 
imports, 
1897. 


Benguela 

imports, 

1893. 


Next  to  that  of  Loanda,  or  perhaps  before  Loanda,  the  trade  of 
Benguela  calls  for  consideration. 

The  dutiable  imports  to  that  port  in  1897  amounted  to 
1,599,072,000  reis  (253,218/.),  and  the  free  goods  to  398,438,000 
reis  (63,094/.),  giving  a  total  import  trade  valued  at  1,997,510,000 
reis  (316,312/.). 

Of  the  dutiable  goods  1,025,187,000  reis  (162,342/.)  came  from 
Portugal ;  and  of  non-dutiable,  370,006,000  reis  (58,592/.)  were 
either  Portuguese  or  the  produce  of  Angola. 

The  share  of  foreign  trade  with  Benguela  in  1897  was,  there- 
fore, for  dutiable  imports  573,885,000  reia  (90,876/.),  and  for  nou- 
dutiable  28,432,000  reis  (4,502/.). 

Of  dutiable  imports  the  proportions  were  as  follows  between 
the  different  competing  countries  : — 


Country. 


Value. 


Nature. 


G-ermanj 


Belgium 
Italy    ..       ^.. 
America 
France. . 
Holland  ..• 

United  Kingdom 


Other  countries* 
Total  •• 


ReiB. 
79,402,000 


43,035,000 
6,920,000 
5,297,000 
3,623,000 
1,070,000 
392,658,0iX) 


41,880,000 


Spirits,  beer,  &c.,  10,141,000  reis ;  beads^ 
12,776,000  reiB;  metalware,  17,500,000 
reis 
I  Ghuns 

Beads 

Flour  and  petroleum 

Butter 

Cottons 

Guns,  12,055,000  reis  ;  powder, 
74,291,000  reis ;  cottons,  240,860,000 
reis ;  metalware,  21,000,000  reis 


573,885.000 


•  Amounts  below  the  yalue  of  1  con  to  of  reis  (1,000,000  reis)  hare,  in  the 
above  and  following  tables,  been  carried  to  the  credit  of  "  other  countries." 

The  free  imports  from  foreign  countries  were  chiefly  of  agri- 
cultural and  industrial  machinery,  and  instruments  so-termed  of 
precision,  of  which  Germany  sent  9,853,000  reis  and  the  United 
Kingdom  15,096,000  reis. 

The  total  imports  for  1898  were  3,652,915,000  reis  (578,451i), 
of  which  596,108,000  reis  (94,396/.)  represented  the  free  list  goods 
coming  almost  all  from  Portugal  or  other  parts  of  Angola. 

The  dutiable  imports  for  1898,  equal  to  3,056,807,000  reis 
(484,055/.),  show  an  increase  of  230,837/.  over  the  preceding 
years. 

Of  dutiable  imports  Portugal  contributed  2,233,000,000  reis 
(353,603/.),  and  of  non-dutiable  547,725,000  reis  (86,734/.). 

The  share  of  foreign  import  trade  for  the  year,  in  both  dutiable 
and  free  goods,  was  as  follows : — 
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Country. 

Value. 

Nature. 

G^ermany    .. 

Belgium 

Italy            

Amerioa 

France         

Holland 

United  Kingdom   . . 

Other  oountries      .  • 

Total 

Equiy.  in  sterling  . . 

Beis. 
108,795,000 

36,197,000 

5,307,000 

15,356,000 

14,460,000 

2,004,000 

677,294,000 

12,777,000 

872,190,000 

£ 
138,114 

Guns,  sugar,  metalware,  beads, 
powder 

Guns 

Beads  • 

Flour,  petroleum 

Butter  and  its  imitations 

Cottons 

Cottons  (318,279,000  reis),  iron- 
ware, powder 

The  export  trade  of  Benguela  for  1898  shows  also  a  consider-  Exports, 
able  increase  over  that  of  the  preceding  year — having  amounted  ^®^®' 
to  a  value  of  4,042,387,000  reis  (640,124Z.)  against  2,503,012,000 
reis  (396,360/.)  in  1897. 

The  export  trade  of  Benguela  was  entirely  confined  to  Portu- 
guese shipping ;  and  of  the  imports  only  the  small  proportion  of 
68,085,000  reis  (10,781/.)  was  brought  in  foreign  bottoms,  viz., 
three  German  vessels  and  one  Italian. 

Just  as  the  export  trade  of  Benguela  is  carried  on  solely  by 
Portuguese  shipping,  so  are  the  merchants  themselves  or  the 
trading  companies  they  represent  all  Portuguese.  Benguela  is 
probably  the  only  considerable  port  in  all  the  Portuguese  posses- 
sions where  the  commerce  is  entirely  in  national  hands. 

This  flourishing  centre  of  the  Angola  rubber  trade  contained  in 
June,  1898,  a  population  of  612  whites  (almost  all  Portuguese)  and 
2,324  natives. 

The  chief  articles  of  export  are  given  in  the  following  table : — 


Articles. 

1897. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Aguardente  ..         •. 
Indiarabber  • . 

Wax 

Ivory. 

KUos. 

130,559 

1,703,625 

302,560 

6,589 

Eeis. 

19,197,000 

2,260,015,000 

190,591,000 

16,023,000 

EUos. 

3,207 

2.250,095 

244,676 

9,386 

Reis. 

1,690,000 

3,820,086,000 

168,676,000 

29,003,000 

The  values  here  shown  are  those  declared  at  the  Benguela 
•custom-house.  The  price  of  Benguela  rubber  appears  to  have 
averaged  at  liabon  about  1,872  reis  per  kilo,  during  1898. 
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Xo  separate  shipping  returns  are  available  for  1897,  but  for 
the  last  six  months  of  1898  the  maritime  movement  of  Benguela 
appears  as  follows : — 

Ocean-going  Vessels  Entered  and  Cleared. 


i                   Steam.  • 

• 

Sailing. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Portuguese       . .         .  •  i         27 
German. .         •  •         • .            3 

41,425 
4,323 

3 

i 

1,883 
763 

Total     ..         •.          30 

45,748 

4 

2,646 

Mossamedes. 


Coasting  craft  were  represented  by  164  entries  of  5,020  tons, 
and  clearances  of  134  of  3,970  tons. 

A  railway  unites  the  port  of  Benguela  with  the  small  town  of 
Catumbela  a  few  miles  north  of  it.  Catumbela  is  the  centre  of 
the  rubber  trade ;  caravans  of  thousands  of  natives  bringing  to 
that  point  their  loads  of  rubber,  ivory,  wax,  and  the  products  of 
the  interior  districts  of  Bih^,  Bailunda,  and  Lobale. 

A  railway  to  unite  Benguela  with  Bihe  is  projected,  and  it  is 
believed  will  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Portuguese  Cortes  during 
the  present  year  (1899).  The  railway  should  do  much  to 
develop  the  trade  of  these  districts  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  British 
enterprise  may  seek  to  participate  here  more  actively  than  in  the 
Loandar-Ambaca  line. 

Next  in  trading  importance  to-day  to  Benguela  comes  Mos- 
samedes, whose  total  imports  of  all  kinds  in  1897-98  amounted  to 
364,255,000  reis  (57,681/.)  and  340,000,000  reis  (53,840/.)  respec- 
tively, divided  in  the  following  proportions  : — 


Impoets. 


Country. 

Value. 

1897. 

1898. 

Portugal 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

France    

United  States 

Beis. 

232,098,000 

63,557,000» 

16,570,000 

9,749,000 

2,096,000 

Beis. 

268,197,000 

38,424,000 

13,088,000 

6,295,000 

8,408,000 

•  Coal  «  2,418,000  reis. 
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The  above  figures  include  for  both  years  the  values  of  duty 
free  goods. 

The  chief  importa  from  Portugal  to  Mossamedes  appear  to  be 
wines,  potatoes,  flour,  provisions  (tinned  and  preserved),  sails  and 
sailing  gear,  tobacco,  and  cottons. 

The  United  Kingdom  sent  (in  1897)  chiefly  cottons,  14,000,000 
reis,  which  fell  ofl'  in  1898  to  9,683,000  reis ;  agricultural  machi- 
nery, metalware,  firearms,  linen  jroods,  beads,  riqe,  and  fish. 

Germany  contributes  chiefly  ironware  and  metalware  generally. 

The  exports  from  Mossamedes  consist  mainly  of  dried  and  salt 
fish,  which  are  chiefly  consumed  elsewhere  in  Angola,  and  go  up 
the  Congo  as  far  as  Matadi,  and  into  the  trading  districts  north  of 
the  Congo  u[)  to  the  French  territory. 

Port  Alexander,  south  of  Mossamedes,  a  small  colony  of  Portu- 
guese and  half-caste  fishermen,  which  had  in  January,  1897,  a 
population  of  72G  persons  (of  whom  307  .were  whites)  exists  by 
fishing. 

Exports  from  Mossamedes  were  valued  in  1897  at  272,943,000 
reis  (43,221/.),  and  in  1898  at  195,382.000  reis  (30,939/.).  Dried 
fish  gave  177,148,000  reis  and  133,767,000  reis  respectively  in  the 
two  ye  irs. 

Indiarubber  was  exported  in  1897  to  the  value  of  29,347,000  reis 
(4,647/.),  and  in  1898  for  22,864,000  reis  (3,621/.). 

The  exports  from  Mossamedes  go  almost  entirely  in  Portuguese 
bottoms,  only  944,250  reis  (149/.)  having  been  shipped  in  1898  in 
foreign  vessels. 

Cattle  to  the  value  of  31,180,000  reis  (4,937/.)  were  shipped 
in  1897 ;  but  in  1898  this  trade  almost  disappeared,  owing  to 
rinderpest,  which  during  that  year,  and  in  the  early  part  of  1899, 
swept  the  coastline  of  Angola  of  most  of  its  herds. 

Raw  cotton  was  shipped  from  Angola  ports  in  1897  to  the  Baw  cotton, 
amount  ot  61,878  kilos.,  valued  at  10,076,023  reis  (1,595/.).     It  is 
said  to  be  of  good  quality  and  staple.     It  is  often  to  be  met  with 
growing  wild,  or  scattered  along  the  railway  embankments  near 
Loanda,  but  quite  untended. 

In  Mossamedes,  however,  it  is  cultivated,  and  even  to  a  small 
extent  manufactured  into  tissues  which  find  a  local  sale. 

Of  the  amount  exported  in  1897,  Mossamedes  contributed 
44,665  kilos.,  of  a  value  of  7,234,453  reis  (1,145/.). 

In  1898  her  exports  of  it  amounted  to  43,469  kilos,  valued  at 
7,172,300  reis  (1,136/.)  out  of  a  total  cotton  export  from  the  pro- 
vince for  that  year  of  72,063  kilos.,  valued  at  11,775,000  reis 
(1,865/.),  Loanda  having  sent  the  balance. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  article  of  export  from  Angola  Almeidinai. 
to-day  is  the  rubber  or  gum  called  almeidina.  This  commodity  has 
already  been  referred  to  in  previous  Consular  reports  from  this 
district,  in  one  of  which  (Annual  Series  No.  1105  for  1892, 
C  6812)  it  is  spoken  of  as  having  been  submitted  to  experiments 
which  proved,  at  the  trial,  commercially  unsatisfactory. 

To-day  the  product  would  seem  to  have  a  future   of   some 
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promise,  for  it  is  already  quoted  as  being  worth  from  7rf.  to  Sd. 
per  lb.  on  the  London  market. 

Almeidina,  or  Euphorbia  or  potato  gum,  as  it  is  variously 
termed,  is  the  juice  of  the  plant  Euphorbia  tiimcalli.  This  shrub 
is  literally  a  weed  in  the  maritime  districts  of  Angola,  and 
is  to  be  met  with  on  every  hand,  climbing  over  inland  slopes  and 
running  down  steep  places  into  the  very  sea.  It  may  be  held  to 
be  the  most  prolific  growth  of  a  very  wild  country. 

Wherever  around  the  city  of  Ix)anda  there  is  a  patch  of  arid 
land  (and  the  neighbourhood  presents  many  such)  on  which 
nothing  else  seems  to  exist  by  choice,  there  the  Euphorbia 
ti'Tucalli  flourishes  green  and  fresh  all  the  year  round,  its  finger- 
like steins  teeming  with  a  sap  which  flows  at  the  slightest  bruise 
or  puncture. 

The  juice  is  extracted  by  cuts  made  in  tlie  branches  (a  plant  of 
£,  tirucalli  appears  generally  as  consisting  only  of  branches, 
which  in  most  cases  entirely  conceal  the  parent  stem) ;  the  resin 
flows  quickly  in  a  milky-coloured  fluid  which  for  trade  purposes 
is  boiled  until  it  hardens.  It  is  then  made  into  balls  and  put  in 
the  sun,  and  these  when  ready  for  export  somewhat  resemble,  it 
is  said,  in  size  and  colour,  an  ordinary  potato.  This  article  has 
been  known  in  Europe  for  several  years,  but  hitherto  dealings  in 
it  have  proved  unprofitable. 

The  export  of  almeidina  amounted  to  72,748  kilos,  in  1897, 
valued  at  the  Angola  custom-houses  at  3,515,920  reis 
(556/.  15«.  lOd)  which  would  represent  a  declared  value  of  less 
than  Id,  per  lb.  Of  this  quantity  35,940  kilos,  were  shipped 
from  Mossamedes  ;  32,215  kilos,  from  Benguela,  and  4,593  kilos, 
from  Loan  da. 

The  plant  has  been  more  extensively  experimented  on  at 
Mossamedes  than  in  other  parts  of  Angola.  It  was  there  that 
Senhor  Almeida,  from  whom  it  takes  its  name,  about  18  years 
ago  began  the  tests,  which  induced  him  to  ship  some  of  the  pro- 
duct to  Europe.  The  1898  returns  show  an  increased  export 
amounting  to  nearly  100  metric  tons  (99,682  kilos.),  valued  at 
4,905,933  reis,  of  which  Mossamedes  contributed  54,710  kilos,  of 
a  value  of  2,755,535  reis.  It  is  probable  the  present  year  will  see 
this  amount  increased. 
Shipping,  During   1898,   36   Portuguese   steamers    of    63,405    tons,    3 

German  of  2,272  tons,  and  2  British  of  1,320  tons,  entered  and 
cleared  from  the  port,  and  1  Portuguese  sailing  ship. 

319  smaller  sailing  craft  of  8,501  tons,  carried  on  the  coasting 
trade. 
Xmbriz.  The  trade  of  Ambriz,  once  much  more  important  than  that 

of  Mossamedes,  has  of  late  years  fallen  oflT,  and  the  returns  from 
the  custom-house  are  the  smallest  in  the  province. 

The  decrease  in  the  value  of  Ambriz  trade  may  be  in  part 
attributed  to  the  Loanda  railway  having  probably  tapped  one  of 
the  former  lines  of  transport  between  that  port  and  the  coffee 
district  of  Encoge;  also,  no  doubt,  to  the  fall  in  the  price  of 
coflTee. 
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The  imports  in  1897  amounted  to  157,238,000  reis  (24,899t),  importe. 
which  fell  to  119,433,000  reis  (18,912Z.)  in  1898.     The  exports  in  Export.. 
the  former  year  were  declared  at  257,547,000  reis  (40,783^.),  which 
again  fell  in  the  latter  year  to  221,332,000  reis  {35,048i.)- 

The  trade  of  Ambriz  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
Portugal,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Germany,  whose  imports  in 
the  two  years  under  review  were  as  follows ; — 


Value. 


Country. 


1897. 


I  Beis. 

Portugal  and  Portuguese  possessions     •  • ,  42,925,000 

United  Kingdom 59,300,000 

Germany 46,730,000 


Beis. 
49.476,000 
33,593.000 
26,204,000 


Of  British  imports,  cottons  of  the  kinds  already  specified — 
bleached  and  unbleached,  dyed,  printed,  and  stripes — form  the 
principal. 

In  1897  the  imports  of  cottons  from  the  United  Kingdom  were 
48,815,000  reis  (7,730/.),  and  in  1898,  24,906,000  reis  (3,944Z.). 

Next  to  cottons  the  United  Kingdoui  contributes  linen  gDods, 
old  clothing,  and  tinned  provisions. 

The  chief  imports  from  Germany  in  1897  were  spirits, 
10,578,000  reis ;  other  liquors,  12,003,000  reis,  and  gunpowder, 
15,386,000  reis. 

In  1898  she  sent  spirits,  11,840,000  reis;  other  liquors, 
284,000  reis,  and  gunpowder,  7,976,000  reis. 

Portuguese  imports  are  chiefly  of  wines,  oil,  and  food-stuflfs, 
such  as  cheese,  flour,  potatoes,  and  a  very  small  share  of  the  cotton 
trade. 

The  exports  from  4'D:ibriz  consist  almost  solely  of  cofiee  and  KxporU. 
indiarubber;  the  former  giving  in  1897  1,412  tons,  valued  at 
235,631,000  reis  (37,313/.),  and  in  1898,  1,607^  tons,  of  a  value  of 
183,411,000  reifi  (29,044/.)  ;  while  5,757  kilos,  and  11,939  kilos,  of 
rubber  were  shipped  during  the  two  years,  valued  respectively  at 
7,647,000  reis  (1,211/.),  and  22,477,000  reis  (3,559/.). 

The  exports  are  entered  as  entirely  for  Portugal  or  Portu- 
guese possessions,  and  appear  to  be  carried  only  in  Portuguese 
vessels ;  while  the  imports  are  brought  in  fairly  equal  proportions 
by  Portuguese  and  foreign  vessels. 

The  shipping  returns  for  the  year  1898  show  that  48  Portu- 
guese, 13  British,  and  12  German  ocean-going  steamers  entered 
and  cleared  from  the  port;  while  124  coast  sailing  craft  and 
one  coasting  steamer  called  there. 

The  Loanda-Ambaca  Eailway  (officially  termed   the   Royal  Bailwayi  i 
Trans-African  Eailway)  had  321  kiloms.  open  to  traffic  during  the  -^8®^- 
years  1897  and  1898,  upon  the  working  of  which  public  accounts 
were  furnished. 

(491)  C 
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During  the  present  year  (1899)  the  line  will  be  declared  open 
to  the  right  hank  of  the  River  Lucala  9  kiloras.  beyond  the 
originally  proposed  halting  place  of  Ambaca.  The  Lucala  is 
365  kiloms.  from  Loanda. 

It  is  intended  later  to  prolong  the  railway  to  Malange, 
another  200  kiloms.  when  a  country  producing  quantities  of 
indiarubber  should  be  reached. 

The  total  receipts  show  a  slight  falling-off  in  1898  from  the 
previous  year,  namely  from  204,008,660  reis  (32,305/.)  to 
203,937,000  reis  (32,294/.). 

The  number  of  passengers  carried  in  1897  (for  whicli  year  the 
returns  at  hand  are  the  fullest)  was  34,871,  of  whom  31,725  were 
third  class  (almost  all  natives).  The  passenger  receipts  for  the  vear 
were  27,003,180  reis  (4,276/.). 

The  quantity  of  goods  carried  in  1897  was  as  follows : — 

By  passenger  trains,  407  tons,  and  106  animals,  giving  receipts, 
5,629,540  reis  (891/.). 

By  goods  trains,  13,208  metric  tons,  and  1,883  live  animals, 
the  united  receipts  upon  which  came  to  135,079,900  reis 
(21,390/.). 

To  the  above  amounts  have  been  added  36,296,000  reis,  due  to 
a  supplementary  increased  taritf  upon  passengers  and  goods,  which 
came  into  force  in  June  of  1897. 

The  chief  articles  of  transport  were:  — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Freight. 

Tons. 

Beis. 

•    CoflFee 

4,343 

90,593,520 

Lirae* 

1,259 

2,262,260 

Haj  (fresh  grass) 

1,648 

2,183,710 

Salt*                   

941 

8,000,220 

Dried  fish            

514 

5,102,820 

Military  material 

558 

9,561,290 

*  Manufactured  chiefly  at  Cacuaco,  near  Loanda. 

The  expenditure  was  put  at  334,783,055  reis  (53,014/.),  thus 
showing  an  excess  of  130,774,395  reis  (20,708/.)  over  the  receipts. 
The  expenditure  was  incurred  under  the  following  heads : — 


Amount. 

Direction  and  central  serrices 

Traffic 

Permanent  way  and  works  (via  e  ohras) 

Traction  and  workshops  (trac9&o  e  officinas) 

Beis. 

40,651,862 

42,065,395 

138,770,748 

112,395,050 

Until  the  line  is  completed  a  corresponding  increase  of  ex- 
penditure over  income  may  be  anticipated,  but  whether  the  railway 
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will  ever  be  a  financial  success  is  a  problem,  the  solution  of  which 
d(*[)eiul8  possibly  more  on  politics  than  commerce. 

A  reduction  of  tar  ills  migiit  do  much  to  facilitate  the  ti\uh'  of 
the  province,  and  shouhl,  in  the  end,  favourably  att'ect  the  railway 
receipts. 

The  line,  howsoever  useful  it  may  at  once  be  admitted  to  be, 
appears  to  serve  less  and  less  a  public  need,  if  a  continual  decline 
in  the  number  of  passengers  and  the  quantities  of  merchandise 
carried  be  any  criterion. 

In  1896  54,835  passengers  travelled,  which  number  shows  an 
excess  of  19,964  over  those  carried  in  1897,  and  in  1898  only 
22,892  peraous  were  carried,  (roods  traffic  shows  a  continuous 
falling-off,  viz.,  from  14,703  tons  in  1896  to  13,208  tons  in  1897, 
and  to  only  11,847  tons  in  1898 ;  although  in  the  latter  year  the 
line  was  fully  open  to  321  kiloms.  against  300  kiloms.  upon  which 
the  1896  transactions  are  reckoned. 

Something  of  this  decline  of  goods  traffic  is  due  no  doubt  to 
the  decreased  value  of  coffee  on  the  European  markets  ;  many  of 
the  Cazengo  planters  prefer,  no  doubt,  to  store  coffee  up  country  to 
sending  it  down  for  shipment  at  present  prices. 

In  addition  to  its  cable  communication  by  the  West  African  Telegnpht 
Telegraph    Company's    line   connecting   the   Cape   and   Eastern 
systems  with  Europe,  Angola   has   its   own   internal   telegraphic 
means  of  communication  established  and  maintained  by  Govern- 
ment 

There  were  in  1897  16  stations  open  to  the  public  and  in  inter- 
national connection,  as  well  as  two  telephone  stations. 

The  number  of  private  messages  sent  was  (in  1896)  5,377, 
which  does  not  show  a  marked  increase  over  the  figures  for  1887, 
when  4,460  of  such  messages  were  sent.  The  receipts  upon  these 
were  3,575,000  reis  (566/.)  in  1896,  against  2,986,000  reis  (473/.) 
in  1887. 

The  expenditure  incurred  on  the  necessary  repairs  to  the 
telegraph  lines  of  the  province  was  put  at  14,527,000  reis  (2,300/.) 
for  1897. 

In  that  year  only  3,357  private  messages  appear  to  have  been 
transmitted  alongside  of  7,468  Government  or  official  messages. 
The  receipts  for  1897  upon  this  movement — including  also  tele- 
phone recei})ts — came  to  10,206,825  reis  (1,616/.;,  and  the 
expenditure  for  the  same  year  upon  all  branches  to  17,251,126  reis 

(2,732/.). 

The  length  of  lines  in  use  on  December  31,  1897,  appears  to 
have  been  1,299  kiloms.,  of  which  part  were  Government  and  part 
the  property  of  the  railway ;  and  the  working  stafi*  on  the  same 
date  numbered  73  persons. 

In  1899  Ambriz  has  been  put  in  telegraphic  communication 
with  Loanda  by  a  land  line  about  80  miles  in  length,  which  it  is 
intended  to  prolong  to  Ambrizette,  and  finally  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Congo — a  distance  of  180  miles  north  of  Loanda. 

Messages  to  Ambriz  are  now  transmitted,  and  the  proposed 
bringing  of  the  Congo  into  telegraphic  touch  with  Loanda  will 
prove  of  service  in  many  respects — particularly  to  shipping. 
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During  1897  the  different  ports  of  Angola  (numbering  10  iu 
all)  were  visited  by  180  Portuguese  men-of-war,  and  344  Portu- 
guese ocean-going  merchant  vessels,  and  by  41  foreign  men-of-war 
(chiefly  British),  and  251  foreign  merchant  ships  (chiefly  British 
and  German). 

The  coasting  trade  during  the  same  year  was  represented  by 
the  visits  of  55  steamers,  and  2,492  sailing  craft,  of  a  total  tonnage 
of  73,053  tons  with  crews  numbering  18,670  men. 

Spirit  vendors  of  various  classes  numbered  (officially)  568  in 
the  province  in  1897,  of  whom  113  appear  to  have  carried  on  their 
(jailing  in  Loanda. 

"  Traders  "  were  stated  at  1,678,  of  whom  403  were  said  to  have 
been  in  Benguela  and  Catumbela.  These  two  classes  of  occupa- 
tion would  together  probably  account  for  the  majority  of  the 
European  population  of  the  province,  not  Government  officials  or 
convicts. 

Angola  is  a  Portuguese  penal  settlement,  and  the  number  of 
convicts  in  the  province  on  December  31,  1897,  was  officially 
returned  as  1,014,  of  whom  the  great  majority  are  kept  in  Loanda. 
As  a  rule  they  enjoy  a  certain  measure  of  freedom ;  and  many  of 
the  better  behaved  are  employed  often  as  servants,  or  are  set 
up  in  small  trades,  such  as  liquor  selling  or  shoemaking,  by 
sympathetic  members  of  the  general  community. 

Loanda  as  a  coaling  station  is  almost  unrivalled  in  West 
Africa.  From  a  climatic  and  health  point  of  view  it  is  probably 
the  least  desirable  place  of  residence  for  Europeans  on  all  the 
West  African  coast  from  Morocco  to  the  borders  of  Cape  Colony. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  either  Loanda  or  Benguela  offers 
to-day  an  opening  for  a  British  trader  seeking  to  break  new 
ground. 

The  merchants  already  there — nearly  all  Portuguese — are  too 
securely  placed  to  fear  the  competition  of  a  foreign  dealer. 

But  there  is  always  an  opening  in  Angola  through  these 
foreign  houses  for  the  sale  of  British  goods.  Most  of  the  things 
required  for  local  trade  were  once  made  in  the  United  Kingdom  ; 
and  British  exporters  might  to-day  by  careful  study  of  the  needs 
of  this  market  increg^e  their  deliveries  of  the  goods  it  takes. 

It  is  here  that  an  extension  of  British'  trade  dealings  with 
Angola  can  best  be  looked  for.  To  arrive  at  fuller  knowledge  of 
local  needs  and  requirements  either  by  the  reports  of  travellers,  or 
by  closer  touch  with  the  principals  in  Lisbon,  would  seem  to  be 
the  readiest  method  of  securing  orders. 

To  place  circulars  with  a  Consul  or  to  hope  through  him  to 
obtain  orders  for  British  goods  is  not  at  all  likely  to  advance  the 
tr^e  interests  of  those  adopting  this  and  this  only  as  the  means 
of  advaui^ement. 

Sometimes,  it  may  be,  a  Consul  may  succeed  in  placing  a  home 
exporter  in  touch  with  a  local  consumer  ;  but  should  he  succeed 
in  this  initial  step  it  is  as  much  as  he  can  rightly  or  ever  effec- 
tively achieve ;  and  in  most  cases  he  only  wastes  his  own  time, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ANGOLA.  37 

and  that  of  the  persons  he  approaches  locally,  and  of  his  home 
correspondents  by  such  efforts  in  their  behalf. 

The  local  consumer  will  not  be  caught  either  by  persuasive 
Consuls  or  circulara.  He  wants  something  more ;  he  wants  to  see 
and  finger,  and  first  try  to  sell  the  new  thing  offered  him  before 
he  buys  it. 

Those  seeking  in  a  small  way  to  place  their  goods  upon  a,  to 
them,  new  market — such  as  this — and  who  will  not  go  to  the 
expense  of  sending  out  a  traveller  might  adopt  the  cheaper  alter- 
native of  sending  out  sample  consignments  of  the  goods  they  wish 
to  push  to  firms  of  recognised  local  standing  at  sender's  risk. 

But  it  is  useless  to  send  circulars  alone,  and  still  more  useless 
to  write  laudatory  letters  of  one's  own  wares  winding  up  with  a 
request  for  a  small  order  accompanied  by  a  draft. 

More  than  once  of  late  mention  has  been  made  at  this  Con- 
sulate by  local  merchants  of  British  firms  so  addressing  them. 

Merchants  in  Angola,  at  any  rate,  will  not  part  with  their 
drafts  save  upon  value  received. 

If  the  thing  is  so  good  as  its  makers  say,  so  likely  to  prove 
popular,  then  it  is  surely  worth  while  to  send  some  of  it  out  to 
speak  for  itself. 

Lists  of  likely  firms  are  generally  to  be  met  with  in  Kelly's 
Directory,  or  here  the  Consul  might  very  sensibly  be  asked  for 
advice,  which  would  always  be  readily  given. 

Samples  of  the  goods  chiefly  required  in  the  markets  of  Angola 
to  be  of  service  should  be  picked  by  an  expert  Those  that  might 
be  obtained  by  this  Consulate  would  be  such  as  the  inclination 
or  leisure  of  local  dealers  induced  them  to  tender,  possibly  not 
always  the  best  suited  to  the  needs  of  local  trade. 

Only  an  expert  whose  chief  interest  lay  in  exactly  gauging  the 
wants  of  that  trade  could  tell  what  to  pick  and  choose.  This 
might  perhaps  better  be  done  in  Lisbon  than  in  Loanda,  but  it 
could  better  be  done  in  Lisbon  by  an  agent  who  had  already  been 
to  Loanda. 

Apart  from  its  actual  consumption  of  trade  goods  which 
immediately  appeals  to  certain  British  manufactures,  Angola  offers, 
as  has  been  asserted,  a  likely  if  small  field  for  the  investment  of 
British  capital  in  projected  public  works,  plantations,  or  mining 
industries. 

These,  however,  call  for  special  investigation,  which  others 
besides  Belgians  and  Frenchmen  might  find  a  profitable  under- 
taking. 
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Repm^t  m  tli€  Trcule  of  Poi'twjid  for  tlie  Years  1897  tnul  1898  bij 
Mr.  Harrison,  Commercial  Attache  to  Her  Majesty's  Legation 
a^  Lvihon, 

(ReceiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  January  8,  1900.) 

A  niarked  iiuprovetnent  lias  taken  place  in  the  general  trade  Oenenl 
of  Portugal  during  the  years  1897-98,  and  although  the  outbreak  remarks* 
of  plague  in  Oporto  has  been  most  unfortunate,  there  is  no  sign 
that  it  will  seriously  impede  the  ])rogress  already  made. 

<  )wing  to  the  delay  in  the  publication  of  statistics  the  present 
report  will  l»e  confined  to  examining  in  detail  the  trade  betweei* 
Portugal  and  foreign  countries,  and  the  Portuguese  colonies,  \\\) 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1897,  and  the  general  trade  of  Portugal 
during  the  year  1898.  By  this  means  only  the  actual  results  are 
given,  and  it  is  possible  to  ol)taiu  a  correct  impression  of  the 
general  movement  of  trade. 

The  population  of  Portugal  ac/3ording  to  the  last  census  taken  Population, 
in  I)eceml)er,  1890,  amounted  to  4,660,000  souls.  Among  these 
there  were  :^9,000  foreigners,  including  27,000  Spanish,  5,000 
Brazilians,  2,500  French,  1,786  English,  800  Germans,  and  800 
Italian.s.  During  the  last  10  years  the  average  of  lurths  over 
deaths  has  remained  satisi'actory,  and  in  spite  of  excessive 
emigration  from  country  districts,  the  population  is  steadily 
increasing,  and  will  probably  reach  5,000,000  at  the  census  in 
the  year  1900.  The  principal  change  in  the  foreign  population 
will  l)e  a  lai-ge  increase  in  the  (lerman  residents  in  Lisbon  and 
Oporto.  The  inhal»itants  of  Portugal  are  for  the  most  pan 
massed  in  the  large  cities  of  Lisbon  and  Oporto  and  in  tlu^ 
seaside  provinces  Minho,  Douro,  and  Estremaduro,  while  the 
interior  provinces,  and  in  particular  Alemtejo  are  left  with  a 
very  scattered  population. 

With  incomplete  and  scanty  statistics  it  is  difficult  to  examine  Agriculture, 
the  progress  of  agriculture.  Portugal  is  by  nature  an  agricultural 
country,  as  opposed  to  an  industrial  ctmntry.  P!lven  now  in  spite 
of  the  want  of  encouragement  of  agiicultural  interests  more  than 
^h  per  cent,  of  the  population  are  agricultural,  and  more  than 
60  per  cent,  of  the  exportation  is  derived  from  agriculture. 

The  soil  and  climate  rival  those  of  any  country  in  the  same 
(508)  '  A  2 
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latitude.  The  niral  population  are  said  to  be  hard  working  and 
with  ^'eat  natural  aptitude  for  agricultural  labour. 

However,  the  present  condition  of  affairs  is  unfavourable  to 
agricultural  interests.  The  strict  system  of  protection  and  the 
high  customs  duties  greatly  increase  the  price  and  reduce  the 
quality  of  necessaries.  For  this  reason,  in  spite  of  the  nominal 
increase  in  wages,  life  has  become  so  hard  and  expensive  for  the 
agricultural  labourer  that  large  numbers  of  people,  who  could  be 
usefully  and  remuneratively  employed  at  home,  leave  the  country 
in  the  hope  of  bettering  themselves.  Country  places  become 
depopulated  and  advantages  are  wasted  which  are  really  as  great 
or  greater  than  those  to  l)e  found  by  the  emigrants  abroad. 

Another  reason  that  retards  the  prosperity  of  agriculture  in 
Portugal  is  the  lack  of  education  and  the  ignorance  of  modern 
methods  of  agriculture.  Technical  and  professional  instruction 
are  almost  entirely  wanting  among  the  agricultural  classes,  verj^  few 
of  whom  can  even  read  or  write,  and  the  improved  methods  of 
cultivation  that  have  been  adopted  in  most  countries  as  a  saving 
of  time  and  labour  are  slow  in  coming  into  general  use  in  Portugal. 
(.'Mpital  is  expensive  and  difficult  to  procure,  and  mortgages  already 
hang  heavily  on  much  landed  property.  Although  means  of  trans- 
port have  enormously  increased  and  markets  for  Portuguese  pro- 
duce are  now  within  reach  all  the  world  over,  agriculture  has  not 
kept  pace  with  the  times,  and  is  not  prepared  to  make  the  most 
of  these  facilities. 

This  is  more  to  be  regretted  when  it  is  seen  how  successful 
agricultural  interests  can  be  in  Portugal.  Since  the  removal  of 
tiie  customs  duties  with  Spain,  cattle-breeding  has  enormously 
increased,  and  has  already  become  an  important  and  remunerative 
industry  which  is  still  open  to  great  development  in  all  its 
Inanches.  Wine  is  produced  in  extraordinary  quantities,  and 
fruit  and  vegetables  can  be  grown  in  abundance  if  the  importation 
of  machinery  is  encouraged,  and  its  use  taught  to  the  Portuguese 
lal)Ourers.  In  fact,  it  appears  evident  that  with  increased 
opportunities  for  education  and  a  more  general  employment  of 
machinery,  agricultural  prospects  would  so  rapidly  improve  that 
many  of  the  people  who  now  emigrate  would  have  better  prospects 
1  ty  remaining  at  home.  But  for  agriculture  to  be  successful,  the 
expenses  of  production  must  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  limit,  and 
this  does  not  appear  compatible  with  the  protection  system  now 
considered  necessary  to  encourage  the  newly  developed  national 
industries. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  total  value  of  the  general  trade  Cenenatrtdiw 
of  Portugal,   including   the   exportation  of   foreign   and   colonial 
products,  for  the  years  1897-98 : — 


1 

18 

Currency. 

97. 

1898. 

Stfilhig. 

Currencj. 

Sterling. 

Importation      . . 
Exportation 

Milreis. 
...  50,630,000 
..1  37,516,000 

1 

£ 

7,217,000 
6,326,000 

Milreis 
68.103,0(X^ 
45,604,0  0 

£ 
8,960,000 
6,476,000 

Total     .. 

..i  88,146,000 

12,543,000 

108,707,000 

15,4;>6,000 

These  figures  show  an  increase  of  2,000  contos  of  reis 
(284,000Z.)  in  the  year  1897,  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year,  and  an  increase  of  upwards  of  20,000  contos  of  reis 
(2,840,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  as  compared  with  the  year  1897. 
The  statistics  for  the  first  six  months  of  1899  show  a  continued 
increase  in  trade,  although  the  total  results  of  the  year  will 
probably  be  reduced  by  the  sanitary  measures  necessitated  by 
tlie  epidemic  of  plague  in  Oporto. 

The  tonnage  of  the  sliipping  in  Portuguese  ports  during  the 
year  1898  (see  page  53)  shows  an  increase  of  2,000,000  tons,  as 
compared  with  the  year  1897,  and  a  continued  increase  as  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  years. 

In  the  trade  in  the  precious  metals,  in  the  year  1898,  the  Preriou* 
gold  exported  was  valued  at  1,468  contos  of  reis  (207,000/.),  as  ^°«**^- 
compared  with   the  gold   imported  vahied  at  91  contos  of  reis 
(18,000/.),  as  is  seen  in  the  following  table : — 


Gold,  in  Ban  and 
ney. 


Silrer.  in  Bam  and 
Money. 


Total,  Gold  and 
Silver. 


Importation  for  conenmp- 


mpo] 

UOE 


Exportation,       national 
and  nationalised 


Cnrrency.  !  Sterling.  <  Currency.     Sterling. 


MUreit. 

91,800 

1,468,800 


£  MUreii. 

18,000        2,104,200 

207.000  610,900 


The  improvement  in  the  trade  of  Portugal  during  the  last 
two  years  has  been  accompanied  by  special  characteristics  which 
must  be  taken  into  serious  consideration : — 

(1.)  The  opeumg  up  of  the  Portuguese  colonial  trade. 

(2.)  The  establishment  and  protection  of  national  industries. 

(3.)  The  keen  foreign  competition  in  trade. 

The  importance  of  the  Portuguese  colonies  in  Africa  has  Ooloniftlt»d«. 
greatly  increased  during  the  last  two  years.  In  the  year  1897 
the  total  value  of  trade  between  Portugal  and  her  colonies  was 
12,569  contos  of  reis  (1,784,000/.),  and  of  this  amount  the 
importation  for  consumption  in  Portugal  was  only  valued  at  1,013 
contos  of  reis  (144,000/.),  and  the  exportation  of  home  products  and 
(508)  A  3 
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nationalised  goods  at  3,507  contos  of  reis  (497,000/.),  the  balance 
of  this  trade  consisted  of  importations  and  exportations  of  goods 
in  transit  from  other  countries.  These  figures  had  varied  little 
during  the  previous  five  years. 

In  the  year  1898  a  great  change  took  place,  and  when  tlie 
statistics  for  the  yeara  1898-99  can  be  ol stained,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  value  of  the  importations  and  exportations  between  Portugal 
and  all  her  colonies  in  Africa  has  largely  increased,  and  that  there 
in  every  promise  that  this  improvement  will  ])e  maintained. 

The  Portuguese  colonies  now  play  an  important  part  in 
assisting  the  financial  measures  of  the  Mother  Country.  The 
\ast  tracts  of  laud  composing  Angola  are  now  being  opened  up 
and  already  show  an  increased  production  and  excellent  pros- 
pects ;  various  expeditions  have  been  sent  to  explore  and  imi)rove 
the  trade  in  Mozambique;  the  valuable  Island  of  St.  Tliomas 
exports  large  quantities  of  coflFee  and  cocoa,  and  even  the  l*ortu- 
<.nie8e  possessions:  in  Guinea  have  become  a  source  of  profit  to  the 
Oovernment.  It  is  now  possible  to  find  people  in  Portugal  willing  to 
^0  out  and  settle  in  tlieir  colonies,  which  has  not  been  previously  the 
<ase,  and  it  is  understood  that  more  offers  than  can  be  accepted  are 
received  by  tlie  Government  from  Portuguese  officers  and  officials. 

Apart  from  its  importance  to  Portugal,  this  improvement  in 
the  Portuguese  colonies  is  a  great  benefit  to  foreign  trade,  which 
is  no  longer  confined  U)  the  small  population  and  consequent 
limited  demand  and  supply  of  Portugal,  ('olonial  supplies  are 
required  in  larger  quantities,  and  the  increasing  exports  of  these 
<M)lonies  for  which  there  is  l)ut  a  small  demand  in  Portugal  require 
markets  in  Kurope.  Already  English  and  foreign  mercliants  make 
a  speciality  of  supplying  these  colonies  and  send  representatives 
aunuaUy  to  Portugal  for  this  purpose.  If  the  present  improve- 
ment continues,  it  will  be  fomid  that  the  special  study  required 
for  this  business  will  be  well  worth  the  trouble  expended  on  it. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  of  the  value  of  the  trade 
between  Portugal  and  the  various  Portuguese  colonies  during 
the  years  1897  and  1898,  including  importation  for  consump- 
tion, re-exportation,  or  goods  in  transit,  and  exportation  of 
uiuional,  nationalised,  and  foreign  articles  of  commerce : — 

1897. 


Importation  to  Portugal.     Exportation  from  Portugal. 


Colonies. 


Currency.  Sterling.  Currency. 


'      Milreis. 
Angola 5,066,400 


Cape  Verd 

Guinea  . . 

St.  Thomas  and  Principe, 

Mozambique     . .  . .  ' 

G-oa       

Macao  and  Timor 

I. 

Total      ..  ..I 


192,000 

18,000 

1,950,000 

101,800 

26,500 

7,600 


£ 

720,000 

27,000 

2,500 

276,000 

14,000 

3,500 

1,000 


Milreis. 

3,198,700 

448,000 

56,200 

678,600 

796,900 

29,200 

5,800 


Sterling. 

£ 

453,000 

67,000 

8,000 

96,000 

112,000 

4,000 

800 


7,862,400     '     1,044,000         5,207,400 


740,800 
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1898. 


Colonies. 

Importation 

to  Portugal. 

Exportation  from  VofUxg^ 

Currency.         Sterling. 

Currency.          Sterling. 

Angola 

OapeVerd 

Guinea 

St.  Thomas  and  Principe 

Mozambique    . . 

croa       •  •         ••         •• 

Macao  and  Timor 

Milreis. 

6.214,700 

267,400 

23,700 

3,451,800 

62,600 

25,700 

1,800 

882,000 

37.000 

3,000 

490,000 

8,800 

3,600 

250 

Milreis.                 £ 

4,661,700          661,500 

453,400     1       64,000 

80,500     ,        11,500 

889,400    !      126,000 

947,100     ;      135,000 

31,100              4.400 

6.900    .             900 

Total     .. 

10,047,100 

1,424,550 

7.070,100       1,003,300 

The  most  important  colony  is  Angola,  and  the  value  of  the  Angola* 
general  trade  between  Portugal  and  this  colony  in  the  year  1807 
amounted  to  upwards  of  8,260  contos  of  reis  (1,171,000/.).  Tiie 
principal  articles  imported  from  Angola  in  that  year  were 
2,927,000  kilos,  of  indiarubber,  valued  at  3,251  contos  (461,000/.); 
5,414,000  kilos,  of  coffee,  valued  at  1,132  contos  (160,000/.);  wax, 
valued  at  342  contos  (48,000/.);  oleaginous  seeds,  valued  at 
68  contos  (10,000/.) ;  ivory,  valued  at  30  contos  (4,200/.) ;  palm 
oil,  valued  at  21  contos  (3,000/.) ;  hides,  valued  at  21  coutos 
(3,000/.) ;  and  25,000  kilos,  of  cocoa,  valued  at  4^  contos  (600/.). 
The  hides,  oleaginous  seeds  and  palm  oil  were  imported  for 
national  consumption,  the  other  articles  for  re- export  and  in 
transit  for  other  countries. 

The  total  value  of  the  articles  exported  to  Angola  in  the  year 
1897,  including  national,  nationalised  and  foreign  goods,  was 
3,193  contos  (453,000/.).  Of  this  amount,  raw  materials  were 
valued  at  115  contos  (16,500/.),  including  metals,  valued  at 
45  contos  (6,400/.);  petroleum,  valued  at  22  contos  (3,200/.); 
mineral  waters  8  contos  (1,130/.);  and  tanned  hides  5 J  contos 
(800/.).  Yarns  and  tissues  were  valued  at  1,723  contos 
(244,000/.);   alimentary  substances  were   valued   at   669   contos  ' 

(95,000/.),  of  which  wines  and  liquors  were  valued  at  266  contos 
(37,000/.) ;  and  wheat  and  flour  at  128  contos  (18,000/.) ;  machinery 
and  instruments  were  valued  at  145  contos  (20,000/.),  and  manu- 
factured articles  at  533  contos  (75,500/.).  The  most  important 
part  of  these  exports  as  regards  Portuguese  industries  are  the 
wine,  cotton  goods,  and  wheat  flour. 

The  trade  between  Portugal  and  the  Islands  of  St.  Thomas  St.  Thonuw, 
and  Principe  amounted  to  2.628  contos  (372,000/.)  in  the  year 
1897. 

Of  the  importations  from  St.  Thomas,  the  most  important  were 
6,774  kilos,  of  cocao,  valued  at  1,342  contos  (190,000/.); 
1,701,000  kilos,  of  coffee,  valued  at  528  contos  (75,000/.); 
oleaginous  seeds,  valued  at  24  contos  (3,500/.) ;  and  wax  and 
medicinal  substances,  valued  at  19  contos  (2,700/).  Of  the 
(508)  A  4 
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articles  exported  to  St.  Thomas,  raw  materials  were  valued  at 
50  contos  (7,100t);  yams  and  tissues  163  contos  (23,000/.),  of 
which  the  cotton  goods  were  valued  at  106  contos  (15,000i),  and 
woollens  at  23  contos  (3,000Z.) ;  alimentary  substances  were  valued 
at  303  contos  (43,000/.),  of  which  amount  cereals  and  farinaceous 
foods  were  valued  at  135  contos  (19,000/.);  and  wines  and 
beverages  at  75  contos  (10,500/.);  machinery  was  valued  at 
19  contos  (2,600/.)  ;  and  manufactured  articles  consisting  of  iron- 
work, boots  and  shoes,  paper,  soap,  &c.,  were  valued  at  140  contos 
(20,000/.). 

MoMnibique.  The  trade  between  Portugal  and  Mozambique  amounted  to 
nearly  900  contos  (127,000i)  in  the  year  1897,  of  which  the 
importations  from  Mozambique  were  valued  at  only  100  contos 
(14,000/.),  and  consisted  of  749,000  kilos,  of  sugar,  valued  at 
58  contos  (iB,000/.),  and  small  quantities  of  hides,  oleaginous  seeds 
&c.  The  exportations  from  Portugal  to  Mozambique  consisted  of 
raw  materials,  valued  at  20  contos  (2,800/.);  yarns  and  tissues 
valued  at  23  contos  (3,200Z.) ;  alimentary  subbtances,  valued  at 
555  contos  (79,000/.),  of  which  wines  and  beverages  were  valued 
at  314  contos  (44,000/.) ;  wheat  flour  at  32  contos  (4,500/.) ;  and 
other  farinaceous  substances,  valued  at  36  contos  (5,200/.)- 
machinery  and  implements,  valued  at  10  contos  (1,400/.);  and 
manufactured  articles,  valued  at  150  contos  (21,000/.) ;  consisting 
of  boots  and  shoes,  22  contos  (3^00/.) ;  tobacco,  52  contos  (7,300/.)  • 
paper,  &c.,  11  contos  (1,500/.);  iron- work,  10  contos  (1*400/ )• 
soap.  8  contos  (1,100/.),  &c.  ''' 

Cbpe  y«rd.  The  total  trade  between  Portugal  and  Cape  Verd  Islands  in  the 
year  1897  amounted  to  the  value  of  640  contos  (91,000/.).  The 
goods  imported  ])y  Portugal  from  these  islands  are  valued  at 
192  contos  (27,000/.),  of  which  the  most  important  part  consisted 
of  275,000  kilos,  of  cofifee,  valued  at  100  contos  (14,200/.)- 
oleaginous  seeds,  valued  at  37  contos  (5,300/.);  and  hides  for 
about  the  value  of  18  contos  (2,500/.).  The  exportations  from 
Portugal  to  the  Cape  Verd  Islands  consisted  of  raw  materials 
valued  at  12  contos  (1,700/.) ;  yarns  and  tissues,  valued  at  137 
contos  (19,000/.),  of  which  cotton  goods  were  valued  at  121  contos 
,  (17,000/.) ;  alimentary  substances,  valued  at  169  contos  (24,000/.) 

of  which  wines  and  beverages  were  yalued  at  32  contos  (4,600/.)  •  • 
and   cereals,  &e.,  at  90   contos  (12,800/.) ;  machinery,  valued  at 
10   contos   (1,400/.);    and   manufactured  articles   consisting    of 
metals,  tobacco,  boots    and  shoes,  &c.,  valued    at    85    contoa 
(12,000/.),  ^ 

Ouiiita.  The  total  trade  between  Portugual  and  Guinea  was  valued  at 

73  contos  (10,000/ )  in  the  year  1897.  The  imports  from  Guinea 
valued  at  18  contos  (2,500/.),  consisted  principally  of  hides  valued 
at  7  contos  (1,000/.) ;  wax  valued  at  5  contos  (710/.)';  and  2,255  kilos 
of  indiavubber  valued  at  1  conto  (142/.).  The  articles  exported 
from  Portugual  to  Guinea  consisted  of  raw  material  valued  at  less 
than  2  contos  (284/.);  yams  and  tissues  valued  at  18  contos 
(2,500/.) ;  alimentary  substances  valued  at  21  contos  (.?,000/ )  of 
which  wine  and  beverages  were  valued  at  9  contos  (1,278/.)  •  aud 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORTUGAL.  9 

cereals  at  5  contos  (710/.);  machinery  veJued  at  1  conto  (142/.) ; 
and  manufactured  articles  valued  at  12  contos  (1,7001.). 

The  entire  trade  between  Portugal  and  Goa  was  only  valued  <3^o^ 
at  56  contos  (8,000Z.)  in  the  year  1897,  and  the  importations  from 
Goa  consisted  of  raw  linen,  jute,  and  other  fibres. 

The  trade  of  Portugal  witli  Macao  and  Timor  was  only  valued  Macao  and 
at  13  contos  (1,800/.)  in  the  year  18H7.  '^'^®'- 

The  establishment  of  national  industries  in  Portugal  is  the  Uome 
result  of  the  strict  system  of  protection  inaugurated  in  the  year  indnttriM. 
1891.  The  customs  tariff  then  imposed,  increased  prices  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  goods  that  would  otherwise  be  imported  from 
whatever  countries  could  supply  the  best  qualities  at  the 
cheapest  cost,  have  to  be  manufactured  at  home  whether  there 
are  the  natural  facilities  or  not.  In  consequence,  numerous  manu- 
factories have  been  put  up  during  the  last  eight  years,  the  most 
important  being  for  cotton,  woollen,  linen  fabrics,  china,  earthen- 
ware, and  metal  goods. 

Opinions  differ  greatly  as  to  the  success  of  this  measure.  On  the 
one  hand,  it  is  pointed  out  that  an  important  part  of  the  Portuguese 
home  and  colonial  trade  is  now  supplied  by  the  home  industries ; 
a  knowledge  of  technical  trades  is  spread  among  the  masses  of  the 
population,  and  the  growth  of  these  factories  has  secured  much 
valuable  fixed  property  and  foreign  capital  in  the  country. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  people  who  consider  that  the 
encouragement  of  these  industries  is  not  worth  the  burden  they 
impose  on  the  great  majority  oC  the  population  who  are  not 
interested  in  them ;  that  they  have  decreased  the  national  wealtli, 
and  that  they  have  reduced  the  standard  of  comfort  in  the  countr}'. 
There  are  people  who  state  that  all  classes  of  the  population  are 
affected  by  the  high  prices  and  inferior  articles,  and  that  general 
trade  is  diminished;  that  the  consumer  is  forced  to  reduce  his 
purchases,  the  retail  seller  therefore  realises  smaller  profits,  the 
manufacturer  has  to  limit  his  production  to  the  reduced  demand, 
and  less  labour  can  be  employed  in  the  factories,  and  the  surplus 
labour  reduces  wages  and  mcreases  emigration. 

It  is  perhaps  too  soon  to  form  a  correct  judgment  of  the  results 
of  this  new  system  of  trade  in  Portugal.  In  some  cases  the 
manufactories  are  carried  on  by  the  firms  that  had  previously 
been  interested  in  the  trade,  and  by  setting  up  their  own  machi- 
nery and  employing  their  own  head  men,  the  goods  produced  are 
of  good  quality,  and  the  manufactories  are  at  the  same  time  a 
benefit  to  Portugal  and  help  to  form  a  valuable  connection  between 
Portugal  and  their  own  country.  In  the  generality  of  cases,  how- 
ever, the  articles  produced  are  of  inferior  quality,  and  the  priges 
demanded  but  little  below  the  current  prices  of  inferior  imported 
goods  on  which  duties  have  been  paid. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  general  public  suffers,  and  the 
artificial  circumstances  under  which  these  industries  are  carried 
on,  is  a  continual  source  of  danger.  Should  the  demand  on  which 
the  whole  system  is  based  be  reduced  by  any  untoward  circum- 
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stances,  the  factories  must  necessarily  be  closed  and  great  distress  be 
caused  to  the  hands,  with  the  consequent  danger  to  public  safety. 
Foreign  The  keen  foreign  competition  in   Portuguese  trade  has  only 

oompefcition.  appeared  during  the  last  10  years.  In  the  year  1891  Portugal 
denounced  all  her  commercial  treaties  and  conventions  with 
foreign  countries  and  shortly  afterwards  imposed  the  customs 
tarifl',  which  is  at  present  in  force. 

Under  this  tariff,  which  is  applicable  to  Portugal,  Madeira,  and 
the  Azores,  trade  is  divided  into  two  general  classes : — 

(1)  The  common  regimen. 

(2)  The  special  regimen. 

The  common  regimen  is  applied  to  all  goods  not  otherwise 
provided  for,  and  the  special  regimen  is  for  the  Portuguese 
colonies  and  foreign  countries  with  commercial  treaties  and  con- 
ventions, wliich  include  the  following : — Spain,  Holland,  Norway 
and  Sweden,  Eussia,  Denmark,  Belgium,  &c. 

Of  these  commercial  conventions,  the  most  important  is  the 
treaty  concluded  between  Spain  and  Portugal  in  the  year  1893, 
owing  to  the  geogiaphical  position  of  these  two  couu tries.  Under 
the  terms  of  this  treaty  many  products  of  both  countries,  such  as 
stones,  timber,  cattle,  fomge,  vegetables,  &c.,  are  allowed  free  entry 
by  land  and  special  advantages  by  sea,  and  all  Spanish  trade  is 
allowed  most  favoured  nation  treatment  in  Portugal  with  the 
sole  exception  of  some  special  privileges  reserved  for  Brazil. 

The  commercial  conventions  between  Portugal  and  other 
countries  are  based  on  mutual  concessions  in  such  articles  of  com- 
merce as  specially  interest  them,  and  as  the  trade  of  these 
countries  with  Portugal  depends  on  certain  particular  products,  the 
arrangements  entered  into  have  been  of  undoubted  advantage  to  them. 

The  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  and  France  still  remain 
without  special  commercial  conventions,  and  are,  therefore,  subject 
to  the  general  regimen.  Although  negotiations  are  being  carried 
on  with  these  countries,  gieat  difficulties  are  experienced  in  con- 
cluding satisfactory  agreements  on  the  basis  of  fixed  schedules  and 
mutual  concessions.  (Countries  with  a  large  general  trade  as  these 
have,  cannot  afford  to  benefit  any  special  branch  of  trade  at  the 
expense  of  others,  as  can  be  done  by  countries  whose  trade  depends 
on  a  few  special  prodncts. 

This  delay  in  concluding  commercial  conventions  with  the 
great  trading  countries  is  causing  serious  damage  to  Portuguese 
trade,  in  spite  of  the  improvement  shown  during  recent  years  and 
the  advantages  received  by  certain  individual  industries.  The 
export  trade  and.  the  necessity  of  finding  markets  for  home  and 
colonial  produce  is  of  paramount  importance  to  Pgitugal.  The 
exDort  trade  to  the  countries  with  which  commercial  treaties  are 
in  force,  with  the  exception  of  Spain,  is  not  of  great  value,  nor 
does  it  show  any  promise  of  improvement.  On  the  other  hand^ 
the  demand  for  the  products  of  Portugal  continues  to  increase  in 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany,  and  as  matters  now  stand,  these 
countries  are  at  a  disadvantage  as  regards  trade  as  compared  \\ith 
others.   The  possibility  of  artificial  competition  and  the  uncertainty 
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as  to  the  couditions  under  which  business  can  be  carried  on  in  the 
future  has  a  deterrent  effect  on  trade,  which  cannot  be  increased 
with  any  confidence.  The  best  markets  are,  therefore,  dis- 
couraged and  the  bulk  of  Portuguese  trade  snffei^s  in  consequence. 

The  distribution  of  Portuguese  trade  among  foreign  countries  Foreign  trade 
and  the  Portuguese  colonies  in  the  years  1897-98  can  be  seen  from 
the  following  table : — 

1897. 


Countrv. 


United  Kingdom 
Poi'tuguese  colonies 
German  J 
Spain 
Brazil    .. 
United  States  . . 
France  . . 
Ru»»ia   . . 
Belgium 


Import8. 


Eiports. 


Currenev.  Sterling.  Currenr-y.  Sterling. 


Milreis. 
13,406,900 
7,828.300 
5,692,700 
5,280,300 
1,973,100 
4,736,500 
3,663,000 
3,273,600 
1,294,500 


£ 
1,903,000 
1,040,000 
808,000 
742,000 
279,000 
672,000 
520,000 
164,000 
183,000 


Milreia. 

£ 

9.458,600 

1,343.000 

5,172,400 

734,000 

4,821,600 

(584,000 

4,468,500 

G33,(X)0 

5,795,500 

822,000 

1,003,900 

142,000 

1,224,200 

173,000 

1,240,900 

175,000 

741,100 

105,000 

1898. 


Imports. 


Export*. 


Country. 


CurrencY.  Sterling.     '    Cuirt'ncy. 


Sterling. 


United  Kingdom 
Portuguese  colonies 
Gemianj 
Spain     . . 
Brazil    .. 
United  States  .. 
France  .. 
Russia   . . 
Belgium 


Milreis. 

18,017,000 

10,047,100 

7,474,300 

5,594,300 

2,127.100 

7,260,500 

4,910,300 

654,100 

2,554,600 


£ 
2,558,000 
1,426,560 
1,061,000 

794,000 

302,000 
1,030,000 

697,000 
92,000 

362,000 


Milreis. 
11,502,600 
7,070,100 
5,493,200 
5,563,000 
6,629,800 
1,739,400 
1,541,000 
880,000 
5,493,200 


£ 
1,633,000 
1,008,800 
780,000 
71K),000 
941,000 
246,000 
218,000 
124,000 
780,000 


The  United  Kingdom  has  nearly  one-chird  of  the  whole  trade  British  tnuie. 
of  Tortugal.  For  upwards  of  a  century  l>ritish  trade  has  been  of 
paramount  importance  in  Portugal,  and  British  interests  have 
been  established  so  long  and  so  firmly  in  the  country,  that  it  would 
be  a  misfortune  to  allow  any  part  of  tliem  to  slip  away  through 
want  of  energy  or  initiative. 

In  spite  of  many  unfavourable  circumstances  British  trade 
still  maintains  its  position,  but  the  increasing  rivalry  of  other 
nations  shows  that  nothing  must  be  left  undone  to  maintain 
British  interests,  and  it  is  imperative,  therefore,  that  the  present 
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iiu])rovement  in  trade  in  Portugal  should   be   taken  advantage 
of  before  it  is  too  late. 

One  of  the  principal  reasons  for  the  firm  establishment  of 
British  trade  in  Portugal  has  been  the  steady  and  increasing 
demand  for  Portuguese  products  in  the  United  Kino^dom  and  the 
consequent  large  annual  payments  to  be  made  to  Portugal.  By 
this  means  it  is  to  the  interest  of  Portugal  to  improve  tlie 
facilities  for  trading  with  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  benefit 
being  mutual  it  is  of  more  practical  effect  tlian  any  convention 
based  on  artificial  demand  and  supply. 

To  ensure  the  increased  trade  between  the  two  countries, 
therefore,  not  only  must  new  openings  be  sought  for  in  Portugal, 
but  encouragement  must  be  given  to  an  increased  demand  for 
Portuguese  products  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Newopeniiigi.  For  upwards  of  a  century  the  port  wine  trade  has  ]>een  the 
principal  support  of  the  general  trade  of  Portugal,  and  its  import- 
ance to  the  trade  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  Portugal  in 
particular  cannot  be  exaggerated.  This  wine  was  made  originally 
to  suit  the  special  taste  and  the  special  requirements  of  the 
British  market,  and  it  has  now  imposed  itself  on  the  whole 
world,  and  the  quantity  exported  annually  is  valued  at  nearly 
1,000,000/.  sterling. 
Common  The  amount  of  common  wine  that  could  be  manufactured  in 

wine.  Portugal  is  practically  unlimited,  but  the  want  of  markets  makes 

it  of  small  commercial  vakie  in  Euroi)e.  The  dc  nuuid  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for  a  good  sound  u  ine  of  the  nature  of  claret  has  greatly 
increased  of  late  years,  and  the  supply  is  inadequate,  owing  to  the 
high  prices  and  the  indifferent  quality,  due  to  the  general  impres- 
sion that  this  wine  must  originate  from  certain  well  known  districts. 
The  common  red  wines  as  at  present  manufactured  in  Portugal 
are  not  suitable  for  the  British  market.  There  is,  therefore,  an 
opening  on  a  very  lai^e  scale  for  the  manufacture  of  these  wines 
for  this  special  purpose,  and  as  the  United  Kingdom  is  not  a 
wine-producing  country,  a  large  and  steady  demand  could  be 
created  both  in  the  United  Kingdom  itself  and  in  the  British 
colonies.  If  properly  manufactured  the  excellence  of  quaUty  and 
the  moderate  price  that  could  be  charged,  would  be  sufficient 
to  assure  the  acceptance  of  Portuguese  claret  by  the  public. 

To  establish  such  manufactories  on  a  sound  basis,  no  disguise 
as  to  the  origin  of  the  wines  sihould  be  attempted.  The  manufac- 
tories, as  primarily  for  the  supply  of  the  British  market,  should 
be  set  up  by  British  companies.  The  central  and  southern 
districts  of  Portugal  should  be  chosen  in  preference  to  the 
northern  districts,  to  avoid  any  confusion  in  the  public  mind 
between  tliis  claret  and  the  Oporto  wine. 

Any  industry  of  this  kind  would  be  welcomed  by  Portugal  as 
a  source  of  income  that  would  touch  all  classes  owing  to  the 
general  production  of  wine  throughout  the  country.  The  present 
time  is  especially  favourable  owing  to  the  partial  loss  of  the 
Brazilian  markets  and  the  reduced  demand  in  French  factories  for 
Portuguese   wine.     When  once   Portuguese  claret   was   acknow- 
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ledged  in  the  United  Kingdom  on  its  own  merits,  the  trade  would 
rival  the  port  wine  trade,  owing  to  the  more  general  demand  for 
common  red  and  white  wines.  The  growth  of  a  new  and  important 
industry  would  exercise  the  same  favourable  influence  on  general 
trade  that  the  port  wine  trade  has  done,  to  the  mutual  advantage 
of  both  countries. 

Another  industry   in   Portugal  well  worth  the  attention   ofOliyeoil. 
Englishmen    is  the  manufacture  of  olive  oil   for  the   European 
markets. 

Portugal  is  an  important  olive-growing  country,  and  nearly 
26,000  hectolitres  of  olive  oil  were  exported  in  the  year  1898.  The 
manufacture  of  the  oil  is,  however,  so  indifferent,  that  in  spite  of 
the  large  demand  for  olive  oil,  less  than  1,000  hectolitres  were 
consumed  in  Europe  and  the  rest  exported  to  Brazil  and  the  Por- 
tuguese colonies.  On  the  other  hand,  imported  olive  oil  has  to  be 
used  to  a  large  extent  in  Portugal,  and  Italian  oil  valued  at  42 
contos  (6,000/.)  was  imported  in  the  year  1897. 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  an  excellent  opening  would  be 
found  for  several  manufactories  for  preparing  the  native  olive  oil  to 
suit  the  European  markets.  The  British  trade  alone  could  be  de- 
pended upon  for  a  large  consumption,  and  the  industry  would  be 
welcomed  in  Portugal  as  a  benefit  to  the  agricultural  interests  and 
general  trade  of  the  country. 

Owing  to  the  protective  system  now  in  force,  there  are  Clerks,  Ac. 
numerous  openings  in  Portugal  for  British  subjects  with  a 
practical  knowledge  of  any  trade  or  industry.  Commercial  tra- 
vellers, clerks  in  merchants'  offices  and  manufactories,  employes 
in  the  wine  and  cork  trade,  mines,  &c.,  are  all  required,  but  foi  all 
a  knowledge  of  the  language  is  necessary  to  obtain  good  positions. 

The  crowded  population  at  home,  causes  large  numbers  of^wiMlies. 
British  families  to  settle  abroad  every  year,  and  these  families 
have  been  an  important  assistance  in  promoting  Britisli  trade  all 
over  the  world.  Portugal  is  an  excellent  field  for  this  kind  of 
emigration.  Living  is  cheap,  the  climate  is  agreeable,  and  there 
are  already  large  British  colonies  in  Lisbon  and  Oporto,  so  that 
with  British  clubs,  sports,  and  companionship,  it  is  no  hardship 
for  Jiritish  families  to  settle  there. 

Much  has  been  heard  recently  of  the  difficulty  experienced  by  Agenu. 
British  firms  in  finding  Englishmen  with  sufficient  knowledge  of 
foreign  languages  to  be  of  any  real  assistance  to  them  abroad.  It 
would  appear  that  merchants  would  find  it  to  their  advantage  to 
give  practical  assistance  to  persons  in  their  employment  to  settle 
in  foreign  countries  for  the  purpose  of  making  themselves 
specialists  in  their  particular  trade.  Persons  so  sent  could  find 
other  remunerative  employment,  but  would  remain  the  personal 
agents  of  their  British  firms,  and  by  their  technical  knowledge 
and  confidential  capacity  would  be  able  to  obtain  the  private  in- 
formation which  is  of  real  importance  to  individual  merchants. 
By  their  employment  in  some  native  office  or  industry  these 
Englishmen  would  learn  the  language  of  the  country  and  the 
customs   of    the   people    and    thus  obtain    special  qualifications 
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wliich  could  not  fail  to  improve  their  prospects  and  assure  better 
positions  in  their  business  than  would  otherwise  be  open  to  them 
at  home. 

As  the  competition  of  British  merchants  among  themselves  is. 
just  as  keen  as  foreign  competition,  expert  private  advice  has 
advantages  that  cannot  \ye  obtained  from  general  agents  abroad. 
The  premium  given  by  the  British  firms  to  their  special  agents 
need  not  be  excessive,  owing  to  the  regular  employment  that  could 
be  obtained  abroad  and  the  personal  advantages  offered  by  such 
an  opportunity.  In  recent  years  the  system  of  sending  their 
countrymen  to  settle  abroad  has  been  caiTied  out  with  excellent 
results  by  Germans,  and  in  Portugal  as  in  other  countries  there 
are  many  German  clerks  in  offices  and  the  German  residents 
appear  to  increase  rapidly.  As  the  great  proportion  of  Portuguese 
trade  is  with  the  United  Kingdom,  British  clerks  should  have  no 
difficulty  in  competing  with  those  of  any  other  nation. 
Quality  of  Contideuce  in  the  good  quality  of  goods  of  British  manufac- 

grods.  ^^YQ  ]jas  created  a  special  demand  in  Portugal  which  has  not  been 

impeded  by  the  necessarily  higher  prices.  It  has  recently  been 
urged  that  British  manufacturers  would  be  more  successful  in 
Portugal  if  they  reduced  the  standard  of  quality  while  maintain- 
ing the  appearance  of  the  goods,  so  as  to  compete  in  price  with 
foreign  manufactures.  Although  this  policy  may  in  some  cases 
be  enforced  by  high  protective  tariffs  and  consequent  prohibitive 
prices,  any  change  in  this  respect  will  eventually  prove  a  serious 
loss  to  British  trade  in  general. 

At  present  the  public  do  not  hesitate  to  pay  extra  prices  for 
British  manufactured  goods,  on  the  certainty  of  obtaining  an 
article  of  good  quality,  ])ut  repeated  disappointment  in  this  respect 
wUl  soon  counteract  the  reputation  earned  by  many  past  years 
of  good  workmanship. 

The  value  of  the  special  trade  between  Portugal  and  the  United 
Kingdom  consisting  of  importation  for  consumption  and  exporta- 
tion of  national  and  nationalised  articles  of  commerce  in  the  years 
1897-98  was  as  follows  :— 


1897.  I  1898. 


-  ,-  -     -     -  1 : 

Currency,    i      Sterling.     !     Currency.  Sterling. 


Milreis.  £  Milreis.      |  £ 

Importation  from  England    11,612,000     '     1,(548,000       15,577,000  2,212,000 

Exportation  to  England ..  I     7,402,000    i     1,051,000     !     8,774,000    I  1,245,000  { 

* i 


Total     .  .         . .  '  19,014,000         2,699,000     j  24,361,000     |     3,457,000 


This  special  trade  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  Portugal 
was  considerably  more  than  twice  the  value  of  that  of  any  other 
foreign  country  and  nearly  three  times  the  value  of  the  special  trade 
between  Portugal  and  her  colonies.     British  importations  increased 
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in  value  from  10,871  contos  of  reis  (1,543,000Z.)  in  the  year  1893 
to  11,612  contos  (1,648,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  and  the  value  of 
Portuguese  exportations  to  England  have  steadilv  increased  from 
6,552  contos  (930,000/.)  in  the  vear  18i^3  to  7,402  contos 
(1,051,000/.)  in  the  year  1897. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  various  classes  of 
^articles  of  the  special  trade  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Portugal  in  the  years  1897-^8  :— 

1897. 


Description. 


Live  animals    . . 
Kaw  materials  . . 
Yarns  and  tissues 
Alimentary  substances 
Machinery     and     ap- 
paratus 
Manufactured  articles. . 
Yarious .  • 


Imports. 


Exports. 


Currency.  Sterling.  Currency. 


Sterling. 


Milreis. 

£ 

Milreis. 

£ 

4,800 
5,032.100 
2,650,300 
2,548,900 

676 
714,000 
376,000 
362,000 

101,600 

1,575,200 

12,600 

5,295,000 

14,300 

223,000 

1,800 

762,000 

787,700 

568,400 

19,800 

112,000 

81,000 

3,000 

5,700 
412,700 

800 
58,200 

Total 


11,612,000  l,6t8,G76  7,402,800     ,     1,051,000 


1898. 


Description. 

Imports. 

Export*. 

1 

Currency. 

^^terling. 

Currency.    '      Sterling. 

Milreis. 

£ 

Milreis.                  £ 

Live  animals    • . 

5,700 

800 

108,100 

15,000 

Raw  materials  . . 

7,364,600 

1,045,000 

1,521,800 

216,000 

Tarns  and  tissues 

3.152,800 

'        447,000 

9,400 

1,300 

Alimentai^  substances 

3,101,600 

440,000 

6,681,600 

948,000 

Machinery     and     ap- 

paratus 

1,236,000 

175,000 

Manufactured  articles. . 

697,400 

98,000 

5,800 

800 

Various 

18,900 

2,500 

447,500 

63,000 

Total      . . 

15,577,000 

2,212,000 

8,774,200 

1,245,000 

The  importation  of  live  animals  from  England  has  fallen-o£f 
steadily ;  raw  materials  are  imported  in  rather  larger  quantities 
than  in  the  year  1893  ;  yarns  and  tissues  have  been  imported  for 
about  the  same  value  during  the  last  three  years  and  in  greater 
quantities  than  in  the  year  1893 ;  alimentary  substances  were 
valued  at  less  than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  more  than  in 
1893;  and  machinery  and  manufactured  articles  attained  the 
average  supply. 
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Of  the  products  of  Portugal  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom 
the  alimentary  substances,  and  in  particular  wine,  show  a  steady 
increase, 
tpftxuflb  tnde.       The  value  of  the  special  trade  between  Portugal  and  Spain  in 
the  years  1897-98  was  as  follows : — 


Brftzilian 

trftde. 


i                   1897. 

1898. 

1 

Currency.    1      SterllDg. 

Currency. 

StcrUng. 

Milreis.                  £ 
Importation  from  Spain . .      4,210,400     1        597,000 
Exportation  to  Spain      ..      8,926,700     |        657,000 

Milreis. 
4,508,200 
4,054,600 

£ 
640,000 
575,000 

Total     ..         ..      8,137,100         1,154,000 

8,562,800 

1,215,000 

The  trade  between  Portugal  and  Spain  is  greatly  encouraged 
by  the  mutual  benefits  granted  by  the  commercial  treaty. 

The  principal  articles  of  trade  in  the  year  1897  were  live 
animals,  valued  at  5,500  contos  of  reis  (781,000/.) ;  raw  materials, 
valued  at  1,370  contos  (194,000/.);  and  alimentary  substances, 
valued  at  906  contos  (128,o00/.). 

The  importation  of  yarns  and  tissues  from  Spain  had  slightly 
increased  in  the  year  1897,  and  the  trade  in  other  respects  had 
maintained  its  average  in  the  ]:)revious  years. 

The  value  of  the  special  trade  between  Portugal  and  Brazil  in 
tlie  years  1897-98  was  as  follows : — 


1897. 

1898. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currencj. 

■  Sterling. 

Importation  from  Brazil. . 
Exportation  to  Brazil     . . 

Milreis. 
1,945,100 
5.630,500 

£ 

276,000 
799,000 

Milreis. 
1,956,000 
6,350,800 

£ 
277.000 
901,000 

Total     .. 

7,575,000 

1,075,000 

8,306,800 

1,178,000 

The  trade  between  Portugal  and  Brazil  depends  chiefly  upon 
the  enormous  quantities  of  wine  exported  to  that  Republic.  The 
value  of  the  wine  and  alimentaiy  substances  exported  from 
Portugal  to  frazil  in  the  year  1897  was  upwards  of  5,000  contos 
(710,000/.)  of  the  total  trade  between  the  two  countries,  valued  at 
7,500  contos  (1,065,000/.).  This  amount  is,  however,  a  large 
decrease  as  compared  with  previous  years,  and  the  quantity  of 
manufactured  articles,  tissues,  &c.,  exported  by  Portugal  to  Brazil 
has  also  diminished  in  value,  making  a  total  decrease  of  1,500 
contos  (213,000/.)  since  the  year  1893.  The  importations  from 
Brazil  consist  principally  of  raw  materials  and  alimentary  sub- 
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stances,  and  these  also  show  a  serious  decline  in  value  during  the 
last  few  years. 

The  special  trade  between  Portugal  and  Grermany  in  the  years  ^^ 
1897-98  was  valued  as  follows  : — 


trad*. 


1897. 

1898. 

Currency.         Sterling. 

Onrrency.    |      Sterling. 

Importation  from  Germany 
Exportation  to  Germany. . 

Milreia. 
5,298,600 
2,177.2C0 

£ 
752,000 
809,000 

Milreis. 
6,626,400 
2,150,600 

£ 

940,000 
805,000 

Total     .. 

7,476,800 

1,061,000 

8,777,000 

1,245,000 

The  special  trade  between  Portugal  and  Germany  has  improved 
steadily  since  the  year  1893,  and  shows  an  increased  value  of  up- 
wards of  1,000  centos  (142,000Z.)  in  these  five  years.  As  has 
been  the  case  in  other  countries,  a  greatly-increased  number  of 
German  commercial  travellers  visit  Portugal  and  many  Germans 
have  begun  to  reside  in  Lisbon  and  Oporto  for  the  purpose  of 
learning  the  language  and  studying  the  details  of  Portuguese 
trade,  so  that  Germany  is  taking  full  advantage  of  the  progress 
made  in  Portugal  during  the  last  few  years. 

The  principal  imports  from  Germany  in  the  year  1897  con- 
sisted of  raw  materials  valued  at  1,646  contos  (234,000/.), 
alimentary  substances  valued  at  1,193  contos  (169,000/.),  and 
manufactured  articles  valued  at  1,137  contos  (161,000/.;,  and 
yams  and  tissues  valued  at  882  contos  (125,000/.).  The  chief 
exports  to  Germany  were  raw  materials  valued  at  1,239  contos 
(176,000/.),  and  alimentary  substances  valued  at  627  contos 
(89,000/.). 

The  value  of  the  special  trade  between  Portugal  and  the  United  United  states 
States  in  the  years  1897-98  was  as  follows : — 


trade. 


1897. 

1898. 

Onrrency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Importation  from  the 

United  States 
Exportation     to     the 

United  States 

Milreis. 
4,616,600 
610,800 

£ 
655,000 
86,000 

Milreis. 
7,042,700 
479,600 

£ 
1,000,000 
68,000 

Total     •. 

6,225,900 

741,000 

7,522,200 

1,068,000 

The  ijnportatious  from  the  United  States  in  the  year  1897 
were  practically  confined  to  wheat  and  other  alimentary  substances 
valued  at  2,280  contos  of  reis  (323,760/.),  and  mineral  oils,  raw 
(608)  B 
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cotton,  lumber,  and  other  raw  materials  valued  at  2,194  contos 
(310,980/.).  The  exports  from  Portugal  to  the  Republic  are  of 
small  importance,  but  tlie  commercial  convention  signed  by  the 
United  States  and  Portugal  which  will  come  into  force  in  the  year 
1900,  will  encourage  trade  in  the  articles  mentioned  above. 

The  special  trade  between  France  and  Portugal  in  the  years 
1897-98  was  valued  as  follows : — 


Importatioii  from  France 
Bxportation  to  France    •  • 

Total     •• 


1897. 

1898. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Milreifl. 
3,490,800 
900,200 

495,000 
127,000 

MUreifl. 
4,690,400 
1,011,500 

£ 
666,000 
143,000 

4,391,000 

622,000 

5,701,900 

808,000 

The  principal  importations  from  France  in  the  year  1897 
included  yarns  and  tissues,  valued  at  1,000  contos  (142,000/.); 
manufactured  articles,  valued  at  759  contos  (107,000/.)  and  raw 
materials,  valued  at  703  contos  (99,400/.).  The  exports  from 
Portugal  to  France,  valued  at  only  900  contos  (127,000/.)  consisted 
principally  of  wine  and  live  animals.  The  Portuguese  national 
industries  and  the  present  high  tariffs  have  seriously  effected  the 
French  trade  in  tissues  and  manufactured  articles,  and  the 
decreased  demand  for  Portuguese  wine  in  France,  does  not 
encourage  trade.  Until  the  conclusion  of  a  commercial  convention 
between  these  countries,  granting  special  privileges  on  these  points, 
there  appears  small  prospect  of  much  improvement. 


tTrade  of  The  following  general  summary  of  the  special  trade  of  Portugal 

Portugal.        is  confined  to  the  years  1897-98,  and  the  details  regarding  the 

countries  of  origin  and  the  value  of  foreign  merchandise  can  only 

be  given  for  the  year  1897,  owing  to  the  want  of  statistics  of  a 

later  date. 

Statistics  of  the  Value  of  the  Special  Trade  of  Portugal  during 
the  Years  1897-98  for  Importation  for  Consumption  from 
Foreign  Countries  and  the  Portuguese  Colonies,  and  Exporta- 
tion of  National  and  Nationalised  Products. 


1897. 

1898. 

Currenoj. 

Sterling. 

Sterling. 

Imports 

Eiporto 

MilreiB. 
40,681,624 
29,507,016 

6,774,000 
4^182,000 

Milreis. 
60,822,766 
83,207,166 

84,029,981 

7,216,000 
4,714,600 

Total     .. 

70,188,640 

9,966,000 

11,980,600 
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Statistics  of  the  Value  of  the  various  Classes  of  Imports  for   importo. 
Consumption  during  the  Years  1897-98. 


1897. 


Description. 


lAre  animals  . . 
Baw  materialfi  . . 
Tarns  and  tissues 
Alimentary  substances 
Machinery,  Ac... 
Manufactured  articles. 
Various . . 


Currency.         Sterling. 


Total 


Milreis. 

,,    2,667,877 

, ,  14,999,714 

I    4,923,152 

I  13,206,590 

1,879,624 

.     2,933,047 

71.620 

,    40,681,624 


£ 

378,000' 

2,130,000 

699,000 

1,875,000 

266,000 

416,000 

10,000 


1898. 


Currency. 


Milreis. 

3,141,986 

21,885,555 

5,668,041 

13,388,886 

2,913,336 

4,307,101 

72,861 


5,774,000    '  50,822,766 

I 


Sterling. 


£ 

446,000 

8,086,000 

804,000 

1,894,000 

414,000 

611,000 

11,000 

7,216,000 


Practically  the  whole  trade  in  live  animals  Ls  with  Spain,  owing 
to  the  freedom  from  customs  duties.  Since  the  signature  of  the 
commercial  treaty  between  Spain  and  Portugal,  this  trade  has 
shown  a  large  and  steady,  increase. 

The   following   table   shows   the  value  and   quantity  of   live  f'^^*  animals, 
animals  imported  into  Portugal  during  the  years  1897-98 : — 


1897. 


Description. 


GOHM 


Sheep 
Mulee 
liff... 
Cattle 
Varioai 

Total 


Number. 


Sl,997 
10,242 
10,612 
66,266 
10,162 
66,633 
36,823 
86,706 


Value. 


Onrrency.       SteriiDiir. 


Milreis. 
343,900 

20,318 
481.918 
106,103 
476,128 
4.'^3,282 
767,369 

20,864 


£ 

48,500 

2.800 

68,000 

16,000 

67,000 

64,000 

106,000 

2,800 


2,667.877 


378,000 


Value. 


Number. 


Currency. 


33,477 
13,707 
10,160 
82,638 
9,639 
69,696 
47,789 
22,000 


Milreis. 

343,097 

19,922 

486,603 

181,482 

446,347 

434,463 

1,219,817 

11,866 


3,141,986 


Sterling. 


£ 

48,000 

2,700 

69,000 

26,000 

63,000 

61,000 

173,000 

1,600 


446,000 


The  total  value  of  the  raw  materials  imported  into  Portugal  B»w 
during  the  years  1897-98  was  as  follows :—  materUU. 


DeBcription. 

1897. 

1898. 

CniTeiJcy. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Animal  products 
Vegetable 

Mineral 

Metal 

Chemical          •  •         •  • 
Various 

MilreiB. 
2,658,008 
5,686,113 
2,948,116 
2,427,906 
541,270 
738,306 

£ 
377,000 
807,000 
418,000 
344,000 
76.000 
104,000 

Milreis. 
2,987,193 
7,763,495 
4,172,794 
4,449,949 
811,796 
1,200,328 

£ 

424,000 
1,102,000 
592,000 
631,000 
115,000 
170,000 

Total     .. 

14,999,714 

2,130,000     i  21,385,555     1     3.036,000 

(608) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


20 


PORTUGAL. 


prodaotf. 
Wool. 


F>it. 


Hidefl. 


Tanned  skiiiB 


Vegetable 
prc^ucta. 


SUres. 


Cotton. 


Amoug  the  raw  materials,  composed  of  uiiiiiial  products, 
mported,  for  the  value  of  2,987  coiitos  (424,000/.)  in  the  year  1898 
and  2,658  contos  (375,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  unwashed  wool  was 
imported  in  the  year  1898  for  the  value  of  700  contos  (99,000/.), 
and  in  the  year  1897  for  836  contos  (118,000/.),  of  which  the 
value  of  688  contos  (97,000/.)  was  supplied  by  Spain  and  small 
quaiitities  by  Germany,  France,  and  the  United  Kingdom. 
Washed  wool  was  imported  for  the  value  of  131  contos  (18,000/.) 
in  1898  and  83  contos  (11,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  in  which  year 
France  supplied  the  value  of  47  contos  (6,600/.);  Belgium,  14 
contos  (2,000/.);  Germany,  10  contos  (1,400/.);  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  4  contos  (560/.).  Wool  combed  and  prepared  for  spin- 
ning was  imported  for  tiie  value  of  423  contos  (60,000/.)  in  the 
year  1898,  and  for  365  contos  (52,000/.)  in  the  year  1897.  In  the 
year  1897  the  white  combed  wool  was  supplied  by  Germany,  for 
the  value  of  102  contos  (14,500/.) ;  by  Belgium,  for  39  contos 
(5,500/.) ;  by  the  United  Kingdom,  for  23  contos  (3,000/.) ;  and  by 
France,  for  16  contos  (2,000/.).  The  coloured  combed  wool  was 
supplied  by  Belgium,  for  the  value  of  36  contos  (5,000/.) ;  by 
Germany,  for  22  contos  (3,000/.),  and  by  the  United  Kingdom  and 
France  in  much  smaller  quantities.  The  waste  wool  was  supplied 
by  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  value  of  62  contos  (8,800/.) ;  by 
Germany,  tor  9  contos  (1,200/.) ;  and  by  Spain,  for  4  contos  (500/.). 

The  importation  of  animal  fat  in  the  year  1898  was  valued 
at  225  contos  (32,000/.),  an  increase  in  value  of  100  contos 
(14,000/.)  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  in  which  half  the 
entire  importation  had  been  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  rest  by  the  Argentine  Republic,  Brazil,  and  Holland. 

Untanned  hides  were  imported  in  the  year  1898  for  the  value 
of  822  contos  (116,000/.),  and  in  the  year  1897  for  the  value  of 
754  contos  (107,000/.).  More  than  half  these  hides  are  supplied 
by  Brazil,  while  the  other  principal  countries  of  origin  are  Uie 
South  American  Republics  and  Morocco. 

Tanned  skins  were  imported  in  the  year  1898  for  the  value  of 
550  contos  (78,000/.),  and  in  the  year  1897  for  the  value  of  426 
contos  (60,000/.).  In  the  year  1897  Germany  supplied  leather  for 
the  value  of  200  contos  (28,000/.) ;  France,  for  the  value  of  115 
contos  (15,000/.);  Belgium,  for  50  contos  (7,000/.);  and  the 
United  Kingdom,  for  30  contos  (4,000/.). 

The  total  value  of  the  raw  materials  composed  of  vegetable 
products  imported  in  the  >  ear  1898  was  7,763  contos  (1,102,000/.), 
and  in  the  year  1897  5,686  contos  (807,000/.). 

In  this  class  staves  and  hoops  for  casks,  &c.,  were  imported  for 
the  value  of  905  contos  (128,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  for  the 
value  of  568  contos  (80,000/.)  in  the  previous  year;  the  principal 
supply  came  from  the  United  States  and  large  quantities  from 
Germany  and  Austria. 

The  importation  of  raw  cotton  amounted  to  15,412,000  kilos., 
valued  at  3,523  contos  (500,000/.)  in  the  year  1898;  ami 
13,:356,000  kilos.,  valued  at  2,840  contos  (403,000/.)  in  the  year 
1897.  The  countries  that  supplied  raw  cotton  to  Portugal  in  the 
year  1897  were:   Brazil,  1,127   contos    (160,000/.);  the  United 
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Kingdom,  886  contos  (125,000/.);  and  United  States,  805  contos 
(114,000/.).  The  large  increase  in  the  importation  of  raw  cotton 
is  a  proof  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  cotton  factories  in  the  country. 

Raw  linen  and  jute  were  imported  for  the  value  of  379  contos  ^"*®*^- 
(54,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  as  compared  with  316  contos  (45,000/.) 
in  the  previous  year.  Three-quarters  of  the  entire  quantity  is 
supplied  bp  Russia,  and  in  the  year  1897  Gei-many  supplied  the 
value  of  59  contos  (8,400/.);  Italy,  26  contos  (3,700/.);  and 
the  United  Kingdom,  16  contos  (2,000/.). 

Lumber  was  imported  for  the  value  of  711  contos  (101,000/.)  liumber. 
in  the  year  1898,  an  increase  of  upwards  of  136  contos  (19,000/.) 
over  the  previous  year.  In  the  year  1897,  rough  lumber  and 
wood  was  imported  for  the  total  value  of  125  contos  (18,000/.),  of 
which  the  value  of  45  contos  (6,400/.)  was  imported  from  Germany, 
38  contos  (5,400/.)  from  Brazil,  11  contos  (1,500/.)  from  Russia, 
and  10  contos  (1,400/.)  from  the  United  Kingdom.  Lumber  in 
planks  and  beams  was  imported  for  the  value  of  447  contos 
(63,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  of  which  the  value  of  241  contos 
(34,000/.)  was  supplied  by  Iforway  and  Sweden,  and  170  contos 
(24,000/.)  from  the  United  States. 

Vegetable  oils  were  imported  for  the  value  of  98  contos  Vegetable 
(14,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  of  87  contos  (12,000i)  in  the  year  ^*''- 
1897.  Palm  oil  is  chiefly  supplied  by  Angola  and  the  fixed  oils 
by  the  United  Kingdom.  Volatile  oils  are  imported  from  Spain, 
Germany,  and  France.  Oleagineous  seeds  were  imported  in  the 
yenr  1898  for  the  value  of  1,126  contos  (160,000/.),  as  compared 
with  390  contos  (55,000/.)  in  the  previous  year.  More  than  half 
of  this  supply  came  from  the  Portuguese  colonies  Angola,  Cape 
Verd,  and  St.  Thomas  in  the  year  1897. 

Raw  mineral  products  were  imported  for  the  value  of  4,172 
contos  (592,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  for  the  value  of  2,948 
contos  (418,000/.)  in  the  year  1897.  Of  these  products  cement  Cement. 
was  valued  at  99  contos  (14,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  about  the 
same  quantity  as  in  the  previous  year.  Of  this  the  value  of  40 
contos  (5,500/.)  was  imported  from  Belgium,  35  contos  (5,000/.) 
from  France,  and  16  contos  (2,000/.)  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Lime  is  almost  exclusively  imported  from  France.     The  value  Lime, 
of  this  importation  in  the  year  1898    amounted   to   10   contos 
( 1,400/.),  less  than  half  the  quantity  imported  in  the  previous  year. 

The  importation  of  coal  shows  a  considerable  increase  in  the  Coal. 
year  1898,  as  is  seen  in  the  following  table  : — 

Coal. 


Year. 


'                       Value. 
Quantity,      j,     .       ..      


1897       .. 

Increase 


Currency.  SterUng. 

I 


Tons,  Milreis.  £ 

744,826        '       2,873,192       I        408,000 
652,267  1,808,065       i        256,000 


92.559  1,065,127  152,000 
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Coke. 


With  the  exception  of  about  1,000  tons  imported  from  Spain 
and  Italy,  the  whole  quantity  of  coal  was  supplied  by  England. 
The  principal  ports  for  the  coal  trade  were :  Lisbon,  353,000  tons ; 
Oporto,  130,000  tons ;  Funchal,  93,000  tons ;  Porta  Delgada,  49,000 
tons;  Villa  Eeal  de  S.  Antonio,  11,000  tons;  and  Setubal,  4,540 
tons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  importation  of  coke  in  the  years 
1897  and  1898  :— 


Year. 


1808 
1897 


Increase 


Coke. 


Value. 


Quantity. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Tons. 

13,834        , 
10,560 

Milreis. 
70,210 
40,362 

99,t)00 
56,000 

3,274 

29,848 

43,000 

Sulphur. 


Mineral  oils. 


Metali. 


Steel. 


Coke  is  at  present  exclusively  imported  from  England.  The 
principal  ports  for  this  trade  in  the  year  1897  were:  Oporto,  800 
tons;  Lisbon,  1,409  tons;  and  Villa  Eeal  de  S.  Antonio,  805 
tons. 

Sulphur  was  imported  in  the  year  1898  to  the  amount  of  8,804 
tons,  valued  at  247  contos  (35,000/.) ;  and  in  1897  for  the  amount 
of  8,477  tons,  valued  at  184  contos  (26,000/.).  Nearly  the  whole 
quantity  is  supplied  by  Italy,  and  Oporto,  the  great  wine  centre 
received  6,124  tons,  and  Lisbon  2,344  tons. 

Mineral  oils  for  lighting  pui-poses  were  imported  in  the  year 
1898  for  the  value  of  541  contos  (77,000/.),  about  10  contos  (1,400/.) 
more  than  in  the  previous  year,  when  practically  the  whole  quan- 
tity was  supplied  by  the  United  States.  Other  mineral  oils  for 
lubrication,  and  paraffin  oil  were  imported  in  the  year  1898  for 
the  value  of  185  contos  (26,000/.),  as  compared  with  125  contos 
(18,000/.)  in  the  preceding  year.  The  principal  sources  of  supply 
in  the  year  1897  were :  the  United  States,  57  contos  (8,000/.) ; 
the  United  Kingdom,  23  contos  (3,000/.);  Germany,  21  contos 
(3,000/.) ;  and  Belgium,  15  contos  (1,500/.).  The  Portuguese  ports 
that  received  the  largest  quantity  of  mineral  oil  for  lighting 
purposes  in  the  year  1897  were  :  Oporto,  the  value  of  247  contos 
(35,000/.);  Lisbon,  229  contos  (32,000/.>;  Vianna  do  Castello,  12 
contos  (1,700/.);  Ponta  Delgada,  11  contos  (1,500/.);  Funchal,  lu 
contos  (1,400/.).  Lubricating  oils  and  paraffin  were  importe 
during  the  year  1897  at  Lisbon  for  73  contos  (10,000/.),  and  at 
Oporto  for  47  contos  (6,600/.). 

The  total  value  of  the  metals  imported  in  the  unmanufactured 
state  in  the  year  1898  was  4,449  contos  (631,000/.),  and  in  the 
year  1897,  2,427  contos  (344,000/.). 

Of  these,  steel  was  imported  in  the  year  1898  for  the  value  of 
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346  contos  (49,000^.),  and  in  the  year  1897  for  129  contos 
(18,000/.).  Cast  and  wrought  steel  was  valued  at  164  contos 
(23,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  at  89  contos  (13,000/.)  in  the  year 
1897,  in  which  year  the  value  of  30  contos  (4,000/.)  was  imported 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  25  contos  (3,500/.)  from  Germany,  14 
contos  (2,000/.)  from  Belgium,  and  13  contos  (1,800/.)  from 
Norway  and  Sweden.  Steel  accessories  to  railway  plant  were 
imported  for  the  value  of  179  contos  (25,000/.)  in  the  year  1898, 
and  of  36  contos  (5,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  all  of  which,  with  the 
exception  of  the  value  of  3  contos  (400/.)  was  supplied  by  BelgiunL 

Lead  was  imported  for  the  value  of  198  contos  (28,000/.)  in  Le«d» 
the  year  1898,  and  for  135  contos  (19,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  in 
which  year  the  value  of  97  contos  (13,500/.)  was  imported  from 
Spain,  and  35  contos  (5,000/.)  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Copper  was  imported  for  the  value  of  174  contos  (24,000/.)  in  Copper* 
the  year  1898,  and  for  145  contos  (20,000/.)  in  the  year  1897. 
Pure  copper,  brass,  bronze,  and  similar  alloys  in  wire  were  im- 
ported for  the  value  of  40  contos  (5,600/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and 
of  44  contos  (6,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  in  which  year  the  value  of 
20  contos  (2,800/.)  was  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom,  12 
contos  (1,700/.)  from  Germany,  and  11  contos  (1,500/.)  from  France. 
Pure  copper,  brass,  &c.,  hammered  or  rolled,  was  imported  for  the 
value  of  124  contos  (17,500/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  for  94  contos 
(13,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  in  which  year  the  value  of  76  contos 
(10,800/.)  was  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom,  7  contos  (1,000/.) 
from  Germany,  and  smaller  quantities  from  Belgium  and  France. 

Tin  was  imported  for  the  value  of  177  contos  (25,000/.)  in  the  Tin. 
year  1898,  and  for  94  contos  (13,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  when 
nearly  the  whole  quantity  was  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  small  quantities  by  Germany  and  Italy. 

Iron  was  imported  for  the  vaJue  of  2,262  contos  (311,000/.)  in  Iron- 
the  year  1898,  and  for  1,640  contos  (232,000/.)  in  the  year  1897. 
Of  this,  wrought  iron  was  valued  at  1,210  contos  (171,000/.)  in  the 
year  1898,  and  8S6  contos  (127,000/.)  in  the  year  1897.  The 
principal  sources  of  supply  in  the  year  1 897  were :  the  United 
Kingdom,  418  contos  (59,000/.) ;  Belgium,  272  contos  (38,000/.) ; 
Norway  and  Sweden,  85  contos  (12,000/.);  and  Germany,  79 
contos  (11,000/.).  Wrought  iron  railway  plant  was  imported  for 
the  value  of  24  contos  (3,400/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  18  contos 
(2,500/.)  in  the  year  1897,  from  Belgium. 

Galvanised  iron  was  imported  for  the  value  of  526  contos 
(74,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  345  contos  (49,000/.)  in  the  year 
1897,  in  which  year  practically  the  whole  quantity  was  supplied 
by  the  United  Kingdom. 

Cast-iron  was  imported  for  the  value  of  124  contos  (l7,600/.7 
in  the  year  1898,  and  110  contos  (15,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  in 
which  year  the  value  of  102  contos  (14,500/.)  was  supplied  by 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  7  contos  (9001.)  by  Russia. 

Wire  was  imported  for  the  value  of  350  contos  (50,000/.)  in 
the  year  1898,  and  282  contos  (40,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  of  which 
the  value  of  254  contos  (36,000/.)  was  imported  from  Germany, 
(508;  B  4 
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15  contos  (2,100Z.)  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  8  contos 
(1,000Z.)  from  Belgium. 

Zinc  was  imported  for  the  value  of  40  contos  (5,600/.)  in  the 
year  1898,  and  47  contos  (6,500/.)  in  the  year  1897,  of  which  the 
value  of  41  contos  (5,700/.)  was  supplied  by  Belgium,  and  5  contos 
(700/.)  by  Germany. 

Chemical  products  were  imported  for  the  value  of  811  contos 
(115,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  of  541  contos  (76,000/.)  in  the 
year  1897. 

Among  the  principal  of  these,  caustic  acid  alkalies  were  im- 
ported fur  the  value  of  88  contos  (12,500/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and 
for  67  contos  (9,000/.)  in  the  year  1897!  Carbonate  of  soda  was 
imported  for  the  value  of  52  contos  (7,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  «ind 
for  45  contos  (6,000/.)  in  the  year  1897.  The  principal  sources  of 
supply  for  these  chemicals  were  the  United  Kingdom  and  France, 
Sulphate  of  copper  was  imported  for  the  value  of  197  contos 
(27,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  41  contos  (5,800/.)  in  the  preceding 
year. 

Various  raw  materials  that  cannot  properly  be  classed  under 
any  of  the  above  heads  were  imported  fur  tlie  value  of  1,200 
contos  (170,000/)  in  the  year  1898,  and  for  738  contos  (104,000/.) 
in  the  year  1897.  Among  the  most  important  are  manures,  im- 
ported for  the  value  of  339  contos  (48,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and 
for  121  contos  (17,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  and  supplied  by  the 
United  Kingdom,  Belgium,  and  France.  Colours  and  paints,  valued 
at  379  contos  (54,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  at  269  contos 
(38,000/.)  in  the  preceding  year.  Dyeing  extracts,  valued  at  169 
contos  (24,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  at  136  contos  (19,000/.)  in 
the  year  1897.  Margarine,  valued  at  51  contos  (7,000/.)  in  the 
year  1898,  and  43  contos  (6,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  and  perfumery, 
valued  at  74  contos  (10,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  and  55  contos 
(7,800/:)  in  the  year  1897. 

The  value  of  the  yarns  and  tissues  imported  in  the  years 
1897-98  was  as  follows  :— 


Description. 

1897. 

1898. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Wool 

SUk       

;    CJotton 

linen 

Yarious 

Milreis. 
863,308 
844,613 
2,486,580 
471,092 
308,659 

£ 

122,000 

120,000 

346,000 

67,000 

44,000 

Milreis. 
980,094 
961,417 

2,831,026 
560,705 
329,799 

£ 

139,000 

136,000 

402,000 

79,000 

47,000 

Total     .. 

4^923,152 

699,000 

6,663,041 

804,000 

A  considerable  increase  is  shown  in  each  description  of  yam 
and  tissue.  In  wool,  bleached  yarns  were  imported  for  the  value 
of  90  contos  (13,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  as  compared  with  60 
contos  (8,500/.)  in  the  year  1897.  This  yam  is  ^moat  entirely 
Bupplied  by  the  United  Kingdom. 
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Coloured  yam  was  imported  for  the  value  of  18  contos  (2,500/.) 
in  the  year  1898,  and  for  only  7  contos  (900/.)  in  the  previous  year. 
The  greater  quantity  of  this  was  supplied  by  Germany  and  small 
-quantities  by  France  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

Woollen  shawls  and  handkerchiefs  were  imported  for  the  value 
of  88  contos  (12,500/.)  in  the  year  1898,  6  contos  (850/.)  more 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  in  which  the  value  of  50  contos 
{7,000/.)  was  supplied  by  Austria,  22  contos  (3,000/.)  by  Germany, 
and  only  5  contos  (700/.)  by  France,  and  3  contos  (400/.)  by 
the  United  Kingdom. 

Woollen  carpets  were  imported  for  the  value  of  50  contos 
<7,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  44  contps  (6,000/.)  in  the  year  1897. 
Three-quarters  of  these  carpets  were  oif  British  manufacture,  and 
the  rest  from  France  and  Germany. 

In  woollen  tissues,  cloth  weighing  less  than  300  grammes  the 
metre  was  imported  for  the  value  of  453  contos  (64,000/.)  in  the 
year  1898,  and  for  410  contos  (58,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  in  which 
year  the  value  of  177  contos  (1:5,000/.)  was  supplied  by  France, 
126  contos  (18,000/.)  by  Germany,  and  96  contos  (13,500/.)  by 
the  United  Kingdom.  Of  the  heavier  cloUis  the  importation  was 
valued  at  208  contos  (29,500/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  174  contos 
(24,000/.)  in  the  year  1897.  In  this  class  of  cloth,  the  United 
Kingdom  suppliecl  the  value  of  91  contos  (13,000/.),  France,  48 
contos  (7,000/.),  and  Germany  29  contos  (4,118/.). 

In  woollen  hosiery  the  value  of  the  goods  imported  in  the  year 
1898  was  42  contos  (6,000/.),  and  in  the  year  1897  66  contos 
(9,400/.),  of  which  the  value  of  51  contos  (7,000/.)  was  sent  from 
Oermany,  9  contos  (1,200/.)  from  France,  and  5  contos  (710/.)  from 
the  United  Kingdom. 

The  importation  of  silk  shows  an  increase  of  nearly  120  contos  ^^' 
(17,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  as  compared  with  tlie  previous  year. 
Of  raw  silk,  bleached  or  blued,  the  quantity  imported  in  tlie  year 
1898  was  valued  at  117  contos  (16,000/.),  and  in  the  year  1897 
81  contos  (11,402/.),  of  which  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  the 
value  of  31  contos  (4,400/.),  France  of  23  contos  (3,200/.),  and 
Italy  and  Germany  of  about  10  contos  (1,400/.)  each.  Eaw  silk 
iiyed  was  imported  in  the  year  1898  for  the  value  of  44  contos 
•(6,200/.),  as  compared  with  30  contos  (4,200/.)  in  the  preceding 
year,  but  the  United  Kingdom  has  practically  no  share  in  this  trade. 

Silk  thread  was  imported  for  the  value  of  46  contos  (6,500/.)  in 
the  year  1898,  and  for  35  contos  (5,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  in 
which  year  Germany  supplied  the  value  of  17  contos  (2,500/.), 
the  United  Kingdom  of  8  contos  (1,100/.),  and  Switzerland  of 
4J  contos  (600/.). 

Silk  shawls  were  imported  for  about  the  value  of  18  contos 
{2,500/,)  in  both  the  years  under  consideration,  and  almost  exclu- 
sively by  France. 

Ribbons  were  imported  for  the  value  of  138  contos  (20,000/.)  in 
the  year  1898,  and  for  121  contos  (17,000/.)  in  the  preceding  year. 
They  are  supplied  chiefly  by  France,  but  Germany  and  Switzer- 
land also  send  small  quantities. 
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Silk  handkei chiefs,  an  important  part  of  the  dress  of  a 
Portuguese  woman,  were  imixjrted  for  the  value  of  65  contos 
(9,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  pnd  for  82  contos  (11,600/.)  in  the 
year  1897.  These  handkerchiefs  are  supplied  almost  entirely  by 
Spain  and  France. 

In  silk  tissues,  plush  was  imported  for  the  value  of  about 
90  contos  (12,000/.)  in  both  the  years  1898  and  1897,  and  was 
supplied  chiefly  by  France,  the  I'nited  Kingdom  being  only  in- 
terested in  this  ti-ade  to  the  extent  of  4  contos  (560L)  per  annum. 
Pure  silk  material  was  imported  for  the  value  of  226  contos 
(32,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  195  contos  (27,000/.)' in  the  year 
1897,  of  which  the  value  of  130  contos  (18,000/.)  was  supplied  by 
France  and  only  13^  contos  (2,000/.)  by  the  United  Kingdom. 

Tissues  of  silk  mixed  with  father  materials  were  imported  for 
the  value  of  about  200  contos  (28,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  for 
about  170  contos  (24,000/.)  in  the  preceding  year.  The  United 
Kingdom  supplied  these  materials  in  the  year  3  897,  for  the  value 
of  about  20  contos  (3,000/.),  the  principal  source  of  supply  being 
France. 
Ootton.  The  value  of  the  cotton  yarns  and  tissues  unported  in  the  year 

1898  was  400  contos  (57,000/.)  niore  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Single  unbleached  thread  was  imported  for  the  value  of 
21  contos  (3,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  as  compared  with  38  contos 
(5,400/.)  in  the  year  1897.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  quaniity 
was  of  the  numbei*s  1  to  40  inclusive,  and  was  supplied  by  the 
United  Kingdom.  Single  bleached  thread  was  imported  for  the 
value  of  19  contos  (2.700/.)  in  the  year  1898  as  compared  with 
11  contos  (1,500/.)  in  the  previous  year.  Nearly  all  this  thread 
was  of  numbers  1  to  -lO  inclusive,  and  in  the  year  1897  the  value 
of  6  coDtos  (850/.)  was  supplied  by  Germany,  and  4^  contos  (600/.) 
by  the  United  Kingdom.  Twisted  thread  shows  an  increase  of 
80  contos  (11,000/.)  in  the  value  of  the  importation  in  the  year 
1898  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  class  imported 
being  that  on  reels  and  cards  ready  for  retail  tmde.  The  value 
of  this  thiead  imported  in  the  year  1898  was  410  contos  (58,000/.). 
The  principal  country  interested  was  the  I'nited  Kingdom,  which 
supplied  the  value  of  181  contos  (25,000/.),  then  Germany 
58  contos  (8,000/.),  Belgium  41  contos  (5,800/.),  and  France  16 
contos  (2,200/.). 

The  ordinary  class  of  cotton  tissues  are  only  imported  in  small 
quantities,  owing  to  the  manufactories  in  Portugal,  which  now 
make  excellent  cotton  goods,  as  well  as  printing  and  finishin*; 
large  quantities  of  rough  material  imported  from  the  United 
Kingdom  for  that  puipose. 

The  quantity  of  serges  and  crepes,  bleached  and  unbleached, 
for  dyeing  and  printing  impoited  in  the  year  1898  was  valued  at 
250  contos  (35,500/.),  an  increase  of  60  contos  (8,500/.)  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year.  In  the  year  1897  practically  the 
whole  of  tliis  material  was  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom. 
Close  woven  cotton  goods  plain  and  unbleached  were  imported  in 
the  year  1898  for  the  value  of  403  contos  (57,600/.),  and  in  thf 
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year  1897  for  282  contos  (40,000/.).  Of  these,  the  larger  quantity 
were  the  goods  of  light  weight  and  few  threads,  from  5  to  12 
kilos,  per  100  metres  in  weight,  and  with  34  or  less  threads  in 
woof  and  warp  in  the  square  centimetre.  Nearly  the  whole 
supply  of  these  goods  comes  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  the  heavier  quality  from  the  United  States. 

Close  woven  plain  cotton  goods  bleached,  were  imported  in  the 
year  1898  for  the  value  of  695  contos  (98,000/.),  and  in  1897  for 
the  value  of  635  contos  (90,000/.),  of  which  nearly  the  whole 
supply  were  of  light  weight  from  5  to  12  kilos,  per  100  square 
metres,  and  ot  34  or  less  threads.  Practically  the  whole  quantity 
of  these  goods  were  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom,  very  small 
quantities  also  coming  from  Holland  and  Germany. 

Cotton  damasks  and  sateens,  &c.,  were  imported  for  the  value 
of  640  contos  (90,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  for  596  contos 
(84,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  in  which  year  the  United  Kingdom 
supplied  the  value  of  444  contos  (62,000/.),  Germany  of  86  contos 
(12,000/.),  and  France  of  48  contos  (7,000/.). 

Cotton  hosiery,  &c.,  was  imported  in  the  year  1898  for  the 
value  of  66  contos  (9,000/.),  and  in  the  previous  year  for  the  value 
of  74  contos  (10,500/.).  The  greater  quantity  of  this  hosiery  is 
supplied  by  Germany,  and  a  smaller  quantity,  valued  at  about 
10  contos  (1,500/.)  by  France. 

In  linen  and  linen  goods  the  increase  in  the  value  of  the  total  liincn- 
importations  amounted  to  90  contos  (12,500/.)  in  the  year  1898 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Linen  and  flax,  single  thread, 
were  imported  in  1898  for  the  value  of  120  contos  (17,000/.),  or 
5  contos  (700/.)  more  than  in  the  year  1897.  These  threads  con- 
sisted almost  entirely  of  numbers  1  to  50.  Of  the  unbleached 
thread  in  the  year  1897,  the  value  of  26  contos  (3,500/.)  was 
iuiported  from  Geiinany,  as  compared  with  11  contos  (1,500/.) 
trom  the  United  Kingdom,  8  contos  (1,100/.)  from  France,  and 
4  contos  (550/.)  from  Belgium. 

Bleached  thread  was  imported  in  the  same  year  for  the  value 
of  22  contos  (3,000/.)  from  the  United  Kingdom,  17  contos  (2,500/.) 
from  Germany,  and  2^  contos  (300/.)  from  Belgium.  Coloured 
thread  was  imported  for  the  value  of  11  contos  (1,500/.)  from  tlie 
United  Kingdom  as  compared  with  J  conto  (70/.)  from  Germany 
and  France.  Twisted  linen  or  hemp  thread  was  imported  in  each 
of  these  years  for  about  the  value  of  6^  contos  (900/.),  and  was 
supplied  almost  entirely  by  Belgium. 

Coarse  yarn  up  to  number  12  was  imported  for  the  value  of 
72  contos  (10,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  48  contos  (7,000/.)  m 
the  previous  year  and  was  all  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom. 
Yarn  of  jute  and  other  vegetable  fibres  was  imported  for  the  value 
of  218  contos  (31,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  161  contos  (22,000/.) 
in  the  previous  year,  the  principal  quantity  being  of  the  un- 
bleached class.  This  yarn  is  also  almost  entirely  supplied  by 
the  United  Kingdom,  the  only  competitor  being  Belgium,  which 
supplied  the  value  of  12  contos  (1,700/.). 

Linen  goods  are  not  imported  for  any  great  value,  and  all 


Digitized  by 


Google 


28 


PORTUGAL. 


Isduirabber. 


menterie. 


Alimentary 
«ubstanee0. 


deacriptions  of  these  goods  are  chiefly  supplied  by  the  British 
manufacturers.  Exceptions  to  this  are,  however,  such  manu- 
factured goods  as  collars  and  cuffs,  which  are  supplied  almost  exclu- 
sively by  Germany. 

Among  the  various  articles  included  under  the  class  of  yarns 
and  tissues,  cloth  goods  made  of  indiarubber  were  imported  in  the 
year  1898  for  the  value  of  M  contos  (4,200Z.),  and  in  the  year 

1897  for  24  contos  (3,400/.),  of  which  the  value  of  8  centos 
(1,100/.)  were  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom,  7  contos  (950/.) 
by  Germany,  and  3  contos  (420/.)  by  France. 

Passementerie  was  imported  in  the  year  1898  for  the  value  of 
120  contos  (17,000/.),  and  in  the  year  1897  for  105  contos 
(15,000/.),  and  nearly  the  whole  quantity  came  from  France  and 
Germany,  the  English  passementerie  being  only  valued  at 
4  contos  (550/.).     Embroidered  cloth  was  imported  in  the  year 

1898  for  the  value  of  135  contos  (19,000/.),  and  in  the  year  1897 
for  124  contos  (16,000/.);  the  principal  sources  of  supply  were 
Germany,  Switzerland,  and  France. 

The  foUowing  table  gives  the  value  of  the  alimentary  sub- 
sraiices  imported  into  Portugal  during  the  years  1897-98  : — 


Description. 


1897. 


1898. 


Currency,    i      Sterling.     ]    Currency.  Sterling. 


Wines  and  beverages 
Cereals  . .  . .  [ 

Other  farinaceous  sub-  j 
stances  . .  . .  | 

Groceries  •  •  . .  I 

Fish I 

Various  ••  ..  .  I 


Milreis. 

136,616 
5,98y,965 

1,106,629 

2,947,089 

2,460,212 

566,079 


Total 


18,206,590 


£ 

19,000 
850,000 

157,000 

418,000 

349,000 

80,000 


Milreis. 

128,895 
6,289,286 

1,223,918 

3,119,264 

2,067.785 

509,738 


£ 
18,000 
893,000 

173,000 

442,000 

294,000 

72,000 


1,875,000         18,388.886       1,894,000 


Alcohol-  The  total  value  of  the  importation  of  wines  and  beverages  in 

the  year  1898  shows  a  decrease  of  8  contos  (1,100Z.)  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  caused  by  the  small  quantity  of  alcohol 
imported.  Large  quantities  of  alcohol  are  consumed  in  the  manu- 
facture of  wine,  and  although  the  alcohol  manufactured  in  the 
country  is  almost  sufficient  for  this  purpose  large  quantities  are 
imported  annually.  In  the  year  1898  the  production  of  alcohol  in 
Portugal  was  stated  to  have  been  71,050  hectolitres,  as  compared 
with  62,000  hectolitres  in  the  year  1897,  and  this  increased 
]>rod notion  supplied  the  place  of  much  that  had  previously  been 
iuiported. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  alcohol  and  alcoholic 
be  verges  imported  into  Portugal  during  the  years  1897-98  : — 
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Description. 

Hectolitre  of  pure 
alcohol  .. 

Hectolitre  of  liquid 
»                i» 

if                           >> 
»»                           >J 

Quantity. 

1897. 

1898. 

Brandy  and  alcohol  plain,  in 
casks  or  demijohns  . . 

Brandy  and  alcohol  plain,  in 

bottles,  flaflks,  &c 

Cognac  

Gin         

Liquors . . 

Not  specified     . . 

4,708 

25 
160 
369 

83 
218 

1,676 

21 
166 
326 

81 

263 

111  the  year  1897,  of  the  total  quantity  of  4,703  hectolitres  of 
pure  alcohol  imported,  the  quantity  of  3,381  hectolitres,  valued  at 
31  contos  (4,400i.)  was  imported  from  Germany  ;  262  hectolitres, 
valued  at  3i  contos  (500/.),  from  Austria ;  342  hectolitres,  valued 
at  3  contos  (426/.),  from  Norway  and  Sweden ;  and  258  hectolitres 
from  Brazil. 

The  alcohol  in  bottles  imported  in  the  same  year  was  princi- 
pallv  supplied  by  Brazil. 

Of  the  160  hectolitres  of  cognac  imported  in   the  year  1897,  Oogmk-. 
124  hectolitres,  valued  at  10  contos  (1,400/.),   was  supplied  by 
France  ;  and  24  hectolitres,  valued  at  1^  contos  (210/.),  by  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Of  the  369  hectolitres  of  gin,  valued  at  8  contos  (1,100/.),  GHn. 
imported  in  the  year  1897,  216  hectolitres,  valued  at  5  contos 
(710/.)  were  supplied  by  Holland  ;  and  123  hectolitres,  valued  at 
2i  contos  (350/.),  by  the  United  Kingdom. 

Practically  all  the  liqueurs  are  imported  from  France  and  the 
other  alcoholic  beverages  not  specified  by  the  United  Kingdom 
and  France. 

The  total  (juantity  of  beer  imported  in  the  year  1898  was  Beer. 
1,156  hectolitres,  valued  at  21  contos  (3,000/.),  as  compared  with 
1*206  hectolitres,  valued  at  16  contos  (2,200/.),  in  the  previous 
year.  The  foreign  beer  is  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Germany  in  almost  equal  quantities.  Beer  drinking  is  increasing 
in  Portugal  and  already  large  quantities  are  manufactured  in  the 
country.  There  are  nine  breweries  in  Portugal  and  the  adjacent 
Portuguese  islands ;  four  in  Lisbon,  one  in  Oporto,  two  in  Madeira, 
and  two  in  San  Miguel.  The  annual  production  of  the  five 
breweries  in  Portugal  is  calculated  at  about  26,000  hectolitres. 

The  importation  of  wine  into  Portugal  in  the  years  1897  and  Wiw. 
1898  only  amounted  to  190  hectolitres,  valued  at  20  contos  (2,840/.), 
and  186  hectolitres,  valued  at  24  contos  (3,400/.),  respectively. 

Owing  to  the  large  manufacture  of  wine  in  Portugal  (see 
exports,  page  43)  the  only  demand  for  imported  wine  is  that  of 
special* well-known  brands.  In  the  year  1897  142  hectolitres, 
valued   at   16    contos    (2,200/.),   were    imported    from   France ; 
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15  hectolitres,  valued  at  1  conto  (142/.),  from  Spain ;  and  13  hecto- 
litre<5,  valued  at  1^  contos  (210/.),  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
CewaU.  The  totalr  quantity  of  cereals  imported  in  the  years  1897-98 

was  as  follows : — 


Description. 


Barley,  in  grain 

Other  grain  (not  specified) 

Wheat  flour     . . 

Other 

Maize,  in  grain.. 

Wheat        „      .. 


Kilos. 


Quantity. 


1897. 

1898. 

2,402,711 
8,944,266 

'l7,282 

18,828,171 

141,227,688 

2,353 

48,718 

14,394,987 

5,276 
29,218,504 
69,714,445 

Wheat. 


Maize. 


Rice. 


Beans. 


Potatoes. 


Groceries. 


Sugar. 


The  total  value  of  the  cereals  imported  in  the  year  1898 
amounted  to  300  contos  (42,000/.)  more  than  in  the  preceding 
year.  The  most  valuable  importation  of  this  class  is  wheat  in 
grain,  which  was  valued  at  3,658  contos  (520,000/.)  in  the  year 
1898,  and  5,367  contos  (761,000/:)  in  the  year  1897.  The  prin- 
cipal sources  of  supply  in  the  year  1897  were:  Russia, 
79,000,000  kilos.,  valued  at  2,776  contos  (393,000/.);  the  United 
States,  45,000,000  kilos.,  valued  at  2,040  contos  (290,000/.) ;  and 
Roumania,  11,000,000  kUos.,  valued  at  387  contos  (54,000/.). 

Wheat  flour  was  not  imported  at  all  in  the  year  1897.  but  in 
the  year  1898  14,000,000  kilos,  were  imported,  valued  at  1,714 
contos  (243,000/. ). 

Maize  is  chiefly  imported  from  the  United  States,  with  con- 
siderable quantities  from  the  Argentine  Republic  and  Russia. 
The  other  farinaceous  substances,  which  were  imported  for  the 
value  of  1,223  contos  in  the  year  1898,  consisted  principally  of 
rice,  beans,  and  potatoes. 

13,000,000  kilos,  of  rice,  valued  at  665  contos  (94,000/.),  were 
imported  in  the  year  1897.  The  countries  of  origin  were : 
Germany,  8,000,000  kilos.,  valued  at  413  contos  (58,000/.) ;  and 
the  United  Kingdom,  3,800,000  kilos.,  valued  at  187  contos 
(26,000/.). 

Beans,  of  which  6,600,000  kilos.,  valued  at  175  contos 
(24,500/.),  were  imported  in  the  year  1897,  were  supplied  by  Italy, 
4,300,000  kilos.,  valued  at  115  contos  (15,500/.) ;  and  Turkey, 
2,300,000  kilos.,  valued  at  60  contos  (8,500/.). 

The  potatoes  imported  in  the  year  1897  amounted  to 
5,237,000  kilos.,  valued  at  66  contos  (9,400/.),  of  which 
5,191,000  kilos.,  valued  at  65  contos  (9,000/.),  were  supplied  by 
France,  and  the  rest  by  the  United  Kingdom  and  Spain. 

Groceries  were  imported  for  a  total  value  of  3,119  contos 
(443,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  about  170  contos  (24,000/.)  more  than 
in  the  preceding  year.  The  most  important  article  in  this  class 
is   sugar,   of    which   26,000,000    kilos.,    valued    at  2,042   contos 
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(290,000/.)  were  imported  in  the  year  1898,  and  25,000,000  kilos., 
valued  at  1,907  contos  (279,000/.)>  in  the  year  1897.  The  principal 
countries  that  supplied  sugar  to  Portugal  in  the  year  1897  were : 
the  United  Kingdom,  9,000,000  kilos.,  valued  at  692  contos 
<98,000/.);  Germany,  8,000,000  kilos.,  valued  at  603  contos 
<85,000/.)  ;  France,  6,000,000  kilos.,  valued  at  430  contos 
(^61,000/.);  and  smaller  quantities  from  Brazil  and  Mozambique, 
valued  at  89  contos  (12,500/.)  and  58  contos  (8,000/.)  respectively. 

Coffee  was  imported  for  the  amount  of  2,31 8,000  kilos.,  valued  Coffee, 
^t  670  contos  (95,000/.),  in  the  year  1898,  and  2,064,000  kilos., 
valued  at  674  contos  (95,500/.),  in  the  previous  year.  The 
principal  sources  of  supply  in  the  year  1897  were  the  Islands  of 
St.  Thomas  and  Principe,  1,352,000  kilos.,  valued  at  432  contos 
<62,000/.);  Angola,  430,000  kilos.,  valued  at  137  contos  (19,000/.); 
Cape  Verd  Islands,  211,000  kilos.,  valued  at  24  contos  (3,500/.) 

The  principal  quantity  of  tea  was  imported  direct  from  China,  Tea. 
but  about  26,000  kilos,  were  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom 
in  the  year  1897,  and  about  half  this  amount  from  both  Germany 
and  Japan. 

Fish  of  all  kinds  is  the  staple  food  of  all  classes  in  Portugal  ^""^ 
and  salt  cod  (bacalao)  has  become  almost  an  article  of  necessity  to 
the  poorer  population. 

The  total  importation  of  salt  cod  in  the  year  1898  was  Cod. 
19,000,000  kilos.,  valued  at  1,918  contos  (272.000/.),  and  in  the 
year  1897  23,000,000  kilos.,  valued  at  2,307  contos  (327,000/.). 
The  principal  countries  of  origin  in  the  year  1897  were:  the 
United  Kingdom,  13,800,000  kilos.,  valued  at  1,371  contos 
(194,000/.) ;  Sweden  and  Norway,  8,690,000  kilos.,  valued  at  853 
<5onto8  (120,000/.);  France,  106,000  kilos.,  valued  at  10  contos 
<1,500/.) ;  and  the  United  States,  73,000  kilo«.,  valued  at  6  contos 
(850/.).  Other  kinds  of  salt  fish  are  imported  annually  to  the 
extent  of  about  1,000,000  kilos.,  valued  at  70  contos  (10,000/.), 
And  large  quantities  of  sardines  are  imported  from  the  Spanish 
ports  near  Portugal,  amounting  in  value  to  about  60  contos 
{8,500/.)  every  year. 

Of  the  various  other  alimentary  substances  imported,  the  most  Butter, 
important  are  fresh  buttei  and  cheese.  Fresh  butter  was 
imported  for  the  quantity  of  170,000  kilos.,  valued  at  85  contos 
(12,000/.),  in  the  year  1898,  and  for  a  much  larger  value  in  the 
previous  year,  Nearly  the  whole  supply  of  butter  is  imported 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  small  quantities  from  France  and 
'the  United  States. 

Cheeses  were  imported  in  the  year  1898  weighing  277,000  Cheese, 
kilos.,  and  valued  at  110  contos  (15,500/.),  and  in  the  year  1897, 
weighing  300,000  kilos.,  valued  at  103  contos  (14,500/.).  The 
principal  sources  of  supply  are  Holland,  which  sent  259,000  kilos., 
valued  at  85  contos  (22,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  and  Switzerland, 
the  United  Kingdom,  France,  and  Italy. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  industrial 
machinery,  arms,  &c.,  imported  into  Portugal  in  the  years 
1897-98 :— 


Defloription. 

1897. 

1898. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Apparatus,  utensils,  &o. 
y  essels  and  carriages  . . 
Arms 

Milreis. 
1,696,212 
143,648 
39,764 

£ 
241,000 
20,000 
6,00*) 

Milreis.      | 

2,311127     ! 

373,438     1 

228,771     1 

£ 

328,000 
53,000 
32,000 

Total     •. 

1,879,624 

266,000 

2,913,336     I 

414,000 

An  increase  is  noticed  in  the  importation  of  electric  light 
apparatus,  &c.,  the  total  value  amounting  to  nearly  39  contos 
(5,500Z.),  as  compared  with  23  contos  (3,200Z.)  in  the  preceding 
year.  The  principal  supply  in  the  year  1897  was  drawn  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  with  smaller  quantities  from  France  and 
Germany.  The  importation  of  machinery  and  apparatus  for  pho- 
tography, lithography,  &c.,  has  slightly  decreased,  and  was  valued 
at  21  contos  (3,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  as  compared  with  27  contos 
(3,800/.)  in  the  previous  year.  More  than  half  the  photographic 
apparatus  are  supplied  by  France,  and  to  the  value  of  about 
3  contos  (426/.)  from  both  the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany. 
Lithographic  and  topographical  apparatus  were  imported  from 
Germany  for  the  value  of  12  conto3  (1,700/.)  in  the  year  1897, 
the  total  value  of  these  instniments  having  been  14  contos 
(2,000/.). 

The  importation  of  machinery  of  all  descriptions  and  all 
weights  was  valued  at  1,089  contos  (154,000/.)  in  the  year  1898, 
as  compared  with  691  contos  (98,000/.)  in  the  previous  year.  The 
value  of  the  lighter  class  of  machinery,  weighing  under  50  kilos., 
imported  in  the  year  1897  was  23  contos  (3,200/.). 

Machinery  and  instruments  weighing  from  50  to  100  kilos, 
were  imported  in  the  year  1898  for  only  the  value  of  about 
15  contos  (2,100/.),  about  4  contos  (550/.)  more  than  in  the 
previous  ye^r.  The  most  valuable  machinery  of  this  class  was 
for  cheese  and  butter-making,  which  was  principally  supplied  by 
the  United  Kingdom. 

Machinery  weighing  from  100  to  500  kilos,  was  imported  in 
the  year  1898  for  the  value  of  68  contos  (lO,000/.),  as  compared 
with  88  contos  (12,500/.)  in  the  year  1897.  The  most  valuable 
machinery  of  this  class  consisted  of  233  water  force  pumps, 
valued  at  20  contos  (3,000/.),  and  supplied  by  Belgium.  Irriga- 
tion is  an  important  feature  in  Portuguese  agriculture,  and  it 
might  be  well  for  British  engineers  to  turn  their  attention  to 
this  question. 

Machinery  weighing  from  500  to  1,000  kilos,  was  imported  in 
the  year  1898  for  the  value  of  155  contos  (22,000/.),  or  64  contoB 
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(9,000/.)  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  In  the  year  1897  the 
most  important  machinery  of  this  class  was  spinning  machinery^ 
valued  at  52  contos  (7,000/.),  of  which  the  value  of  49  contos 
(6,900/.)  was  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom.  In  the  same  year 
machinery  for  corn-grinding,  valued  at  16  contos  (2,200/.),  was 
imported  from  France,  and  considerable  quantity  of  locksmith's 
machinery  of  this  weight  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  France^ 
and  paper-making  machinery  and  wood-sawing  machinery  from 
Germany. 

Machinery  of  1,000  kilos,  in  weight  and  upwards  was  imported 
in  the  year  1898  for  the  value  of  788  contos  (112,000/.),  as  com- 
pared with  450  contos  (63,000/.)  in  the  previous  year.  The  most 
important  part  of  this  machinery  in  the  year  1897  was  spinning 
machinery,  valued  at  226  contos  (32,000/.),  of  which  the  value  of 
176  contos  (24,000/.)  was  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
the  rest  in  about  equal  quantities  from  Germany,  France,  and 
Belgium.  Corn-grindmg  machinery  of  this  weight  was  valued  at 
36  contos  (5,000/.),  of  which  the  value  of  28  contos  (4,000/.)  was 
supplied  by  France,  and  locksmith's  machinery  of  this  weight  was 
valued  at  25  contos  (3,500/.),  of  which  the  value  of  19  contos 
(2,600/.)  was  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom. 

Among  other  articles  of  this  class,  considerable  quantities  of  Leather 
leather  belting  for  machinery,  valued  at  64  contos  (9,000/.),  were  beliing. 
imported  in  tlie  year  1898,  16  contos  (2,200/.)  more  than  in  the 
year  1897.     Of  this  about  half  was  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom 
in  the  year  1897. 

Instruments  and  tools,  valued  at  301  contos  (42,000/.),  were 
imported  in  the  year  1898,  and  valued  at  235  contos  (83,000/.)  in 
the  previous  year.  These  articles  were  supplied  in  the  year  1897 
by  (rermany  for  the  value  of  86  contos  (12,000/.),  by  the  United 
Kingdom  for  74  contos  (10,000/.),  and  by  France  for  42  contos 
(6,000/.). 

Pianos  were  imported  for  the  value  of  74  contos  (10,500/.)  in  pianoe, 
the  year  1897,  principally  from  Germany  and  France. 

Sewing  machines  were  valued  at  167  contos  (23,000/.)  in  the  Sewing 
year  1898,  and  at  124  contos  (17,000/.)  in  the  year  1897.     In  the  maohiKet. 
year  1897  7,459  sewing  machines  valued  at  99  contos  (14,000/.), 
were  imported  from  the  United    Kingdom,  and   2,378  sewing 
machines,  valued  at  24  contos  (3,500/.),  from  Germany. 

The  number  of  bicycles  imported  in  the  year  1898  was  1,266,  Bicycles^ 
valued  at  41  contos  (5,800/.),  as  compared  with  1,049  bicycles, 
valued  at  32  contos  (4,500/.),  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  315, 
valued  at  11  contos  (1,500/.),  were  imported  from  France  in  the 
year  1897,  299,  valued  at  4  contos  (560/.),  from  Germany,  and 
160  bicycles,  valued  at  8  contos  (1,100/.),  from  the  United 
Kingdom. 
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liMinftotuicd        The  value  of  the  general  manufactured  articles  imported  into 
«it4clei.  Portugal  during  the  years  lfi98  and  1897  was  as  follows  : — 


€^l0T«8. 


JVumiture. 


Pottery. 


1897. 


1898. 


Description. 


Ourrencj.         Sterling.         Currency.         Sterling. 


Animal  substances 
Vegetable  substances 
Mineral  substances 
Metal  substances 
Paper,  printing,  ftc. 
Various . . 


Total 


Milreis. 

£ 

Milreis 

£ 

69,646 

10,000 

79,587 

n.ooo 

147,038 

21,000 

194,251 

27,000 

448,625 

63,000 

441,525 

62,000 

!        810,460 

115,000 

1,918,792 

272,000 

,        622,387 

74,000 

604,637 

86,000 

'       934,891 

182,000 

1,068,409 

152,000 

2,933.047 

416,000 

4,307.101 

611,000 

• 

ITiider  tlie  heading  of  manufactui-ed  articles  of  animal  sub- 
stances are  included  all  classes  of  hair,  leather,  bone,  &c.  The 
value  of  these  products  imported  by  Portugal  is  not  great,  and  the 
demand  is  supplied  almost  entirely  by  France, 

The  manufacture  of  gloves  is  an  important  industry  in 
Portugal,  where  they  are  so  good  and  cheap,  that  only  sniall 
quantities  are  imported. 

Of  manufactured  vegetable  substances,  indiarubber  was 
imported  in  the  year  1898  for  the  value  of  68  contos  (9,500/.),  or 
12  contos  (1,700/.)  more  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Of  this, 
indiarubber  tubing  is  the  most  important  article,  and  was  imported 
for  the  value  of  27  contos  (3,800/.)  in  the  year  1898,  more  than 
half  this  quantity  being  supplied  by  Germany. 

Wood  in  manufactured  articles  was  imported  for  the  value  of 
94  contos  (13,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  for  69  contos  (9,500/., 
in  the  year  1897.  .More  than  half  of  this  importation  in  the 
year  1897  consisted  of  furniture,  of  which  the  United  Kingdom 
supplied  furniture  valued  at  18  contos  (2,500/.) ;  France,  13  contos 
(1,800/.) ;  and  Germany,  6  contos  (850/.). 

Straw  for  the  manufacture  of  hats  was  imported  for  the  value 
of  24  contos  (3,500/.)  in  the  year  1898,  about  18  contos  (2,500/.) 
more  than  in  the  preceding  year.  This  straw  is  supplied  princi- 
pally by  France,  but  the  United  Kingdom,  Switzerland,  and  Italy 
also  have  a  considerable  share  in  the  trade. 

Manufactured  articles  of  mineral  substances,  such  as  pottery 
and  glass,  were  imported  in  the  year  1898  for  the  value  of  441 
contos  (62,000/.),  about  7  contos  (1,000/.)  less  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Of  this  amount,  pottery  was  imported  for  the  value 
of  30  contos  (4,200/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  25  contos  (3,500/.) 
in  the  year  1897,  in  which  year  English  pottery  was  valued  at 
10  contos  (1,400/.),  Grerman  pottery  at  5J  contos  (800/.),  and 
French  pottery  at  5  contos  (710/.).  China  and  porcelain  were 
-imported  in  the  year  1898  for  the  value  of  91  contos  (13,000/.), 
and  in  the  year  1897  for  79  contos  (11,200/.).  Of  this  importation 
France  supplied  the  value  of  21  contos  (3,000i),  Germany,  16  conto» 
(2.200/.),  and  the  United  Kingdom,  5  contos  (710i). 
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The  iiiiportatiou  of  common  glassware  is  of  considerable  Qhm. 
importance,  and  it  is  at  present  almost  exclusively  supplied  by 
Germany.  In  the  year  1898  the  quantity  of  common  glass 
imported  into  Portugal  was  3,112,000  kilos.,  valued  at  173  contos 
(24,000/.),  and  in  the  year  1897  4,427,000  kilos.,  valued  at  . 
210  contos  (29,000^.).  In  the  year  1897  Germany  exported  to 
Portugal  upwards  of  4,000,000  kilos,  of  common  glass,  valued  at 
186  contos  (26,000/.) ;  in  the  same  year  France  only  supplied 
140,000  kilos.,  valued  at  15  contos  (2,100/.)  ;  and  England  only 
118,000  kilos.,  valued  at  6  contos  (850/.).  Plate  glass  and 
lookhig-glass  were  imported  in  the  years  1898-97  for  the  value 
of  35  contos  (5,000/.)  and  28  contos  (4,000/.)  respectively,  which 
was  supplied  in  almost  equal  quantities  by  France  and  Belgium. 
Other  classes  of  glass  were  imported  in  the  years  1898-97  for 
the  value  of  95  contos  (13,500/.)  and  100  contos  (14,2007.) 
respectively.  In  this  class  in  the  year  1897  Germany  supplied  the 
value  of  45  contos  (6,400/.) ;  France,  24  contos  (3,400/!^) ;  the  United 
Kingdom,  10  contos  (1,400/.);  and  Austria,  8  contos  (1,100/.). 

In  the  class  of  manufactured  metals,  the  total  value  of  steel 
articles  imported  in  the  year  1898  was  156  contos  (22,000),  an 
increase  of  36  contos  (5,000/.),  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  Of  these  maimfactured  articles  cutlery  was  valued  at 
78  contos  (11,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  at  72  contos  (10,000/.) 
in  the  year  1897.  In  spite  of  the  high  reputation  of  English  Cutlery, 
cutlery,  the  German  manufacture  is  taking  its  place  in  the  market. 
In  the  year  1897  Gennan  cutlery  was  imported  into  Portugal  for 
the  value  of  44  contos  (6,200/.),  while  English  cutlery  was  only 
valued  at  19  contos  (2,600/.),  and  French  cutlery  at  7  contos  (994/.). 

Articles  mamifactured  of  copper  were  imported  in  the  year  Copper  good*. 
1898  for  the  value  of  218  contos  (30,000/.),  and  in  the  year  1897 
for  the  value  of  174  contos  (24,000/.).  The  principal  countries 
of  origin  of  copper  goods  in  the  year  1897  were  Germany  which 
supplied  the  value  of  69  contos  (9,700/.) ;  the  United  Kingdom, 
48  contos  (6,800/.);  and  France,  43  contos  (6,100/.). 

Iron  in  various  forms  of  manufactured  articles  was  imported  Iron  goodi.  , 
in  the  year  1898  for  the  value  of  417  contos  (58,500/.),  and  in 
the  year  1897  for  the  value  of  340  contos  (47,500/.).  Cast-iron 
manufactured  articles,  polished,  varnished,  enamelled,  &c.,  were 
imported  in  the  year  1898  for  the  value  of  74  contos  (10,500/.), 
and  in  the  year  1897  for  the  value  of  55  contos  (7,800/.),  of  which 
the  United  Kingdom  supplied  the  value  of  26  contos  (3,700/.); 
Germany,  11  contos  (1,500/.);  and  France,  10  contos  (1,400/.) 
Wrought-iron  tubing  was  imported  in  the  year  1898  for  the  value 
of  104  contoB  (14,500/.),  and  in  the  year  1897  for  75  contos 
(10,500/.),  of  which  the  value  of  52  contos  (7,400/.)  was  supplied 
by  the  United  Kingdom,  and  15  contos  (2,100/.)  by  Germany. 
Wrought-iron  in  chains,  &c.,  was  imported  in  the  year  1898  for  the 
TOlue  of  67  contos  (9,500/.),  and  in  the  year  1897  for  the  value  of 
54  contos  (7,600/.),  of  which  41  contos  (6,800/.)  was  supplied  by 
the  United  Kingdom,  7  contos  (990/.)  by  Belgium,  and  5  contos 
(710/.)  by  Germany.  Other  wrought-iron  in  manufactured  articles 
,'608)  C2 
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Ixon  wire. 


Kailk. 


■pftper 


Books. 


Tobacco. 


Candles. 


Buttons. 


Artificial 
flowers. 


was  imported  in  the  year  1898  for  the  value  of  90  eontos  (12,800/.), 
and  in  the  year  1897  for  73  eontos  (10,800/.),  of  which  the  vahie  of 
30  eontos  (4,200/.)  was  imported  from  Germany,  18  eontos  (2,500/.) 
from  France,  and  17  eontos  (2,400/.)  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
Iron  wire  was  imported  in  the  year   1898   for  the  value  of 

15  eontos  (2,100/.),  and  in  the  year  1897  for  11  eontos  (1,500/.), 
of  which  France  supplied  the  value  of  4^  eontos  (600/.),  the  United 
Kingdom  for  3  eontos  (420/.),  and  Germany  for  1  ^  eontos  (200/.). 

Xails  were  imported  in  the  year  1898  for  46  eontos  (6,500/.), 
and  in  the  year  1897  for  31  eontos  (4,400/.),  in  which  year  the 
value  of  14  eontos  (2,000/.)  was  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
7  eontos  (1,000/.)  from  Germany,  and  5  eontos  (710/.)  from  France. 

Paper  and  printed  matter  was  imported  in  the  vear  1898  for 
the  value  of  604  eontos  (86,000/.),  and  in  the  year  1897  for 
522  eontos  (74,000/.).  In  thiy  class  cardboard  and  pasteboard 
were  imported  for  the  value  of  93  eontos  (13,000/.)  in  the 
year  1898,  and  for  82  eontos  (11,600/.)  in  the  i>revious  year. 
Xearlv  the  entire  quantity  was  imported  from  Germany.  Books 
of  alfkinds  for  the  value  of  85  eontos  (12,000/.)  in  the  year  1898, 
and  69  eontos  (9,700/.)  in  the  year  1897  were  imported  principally 
from  France.  Writing  paper  was  imported  in  the  year  1898 
for  the  value  of  46  eontos  (6,500/.),  and  in  the  year  1897  for 
42  eontos  (6,000/.).  Half  of  this  paper  is  supplied  by  Germany, 
and  smaller  (quantities  Ijy  the  United  Kingdom  and  France.  Common 
paper  for  printing  newspapers,  &c.,  was  imported  in  the  year  1898 
for  77  eontos  (11,000/.),  and  in  the  year  1897  for  the  value  of 
56  eontos  (8,000/.),  which  was  all  supplied  by  Germany.  Paper 
of  other  kinds,  not  specified,  was  imported  in  the  year  1898  for 
196  eontos  (27,500/.),  and  in  the  year  1897  for  176  eontos 
(25,000/.),  of  which  Germany  supplied  the  value  of  69  eontos 
(9,700/.);  France,  66  eontos  (9,300/.);  Spain,  19  eontos  (2,700/.); 
and  the  United  Kingdom,  9  eontos  (1,200/.). 

Of  the  other  various  manufactured  articles  valued  at  1,068 
eontos  (151,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  at  934  eontos  (131,000/.) 
in  the  year  1897,  the  most  important  are  cigars  and  tobacco, 
valued  at  111  eontos  (15,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  119  eontos 
(16,000/.)  in  the  year  1897.  Of  this,  tobacco,  in  the  year  1897, 
to   the  value  of  44  eontos  (6,200Z.)  was  supplied  by  Germany, 

16  eontos  (2,200/.)  by  Holland,  14  eontos  (2,000/.)  by  both  France 
and  Brazil,  13  eontos  (1,800/.)  from  Belgium,  and  2  eontos  (284/.) 
from  Spain. 

Candles  were  imported  for  the  value  of  53  eontos  (7,400/.)  in 
the  year  1898,  and  48  eontos  (6,800/.)  in  the  year  1897,  of  which 
the  value  of  30  eontos  (4,200/.)  were  of  British  manufacture,  and 
14  eontos  (2,000t)  of  Dutch  manufacture. 

Butt(ms  were  imported  for  the  value  of  51  eontos  (7,200/.)  in 
the  year  1898,  and  of  58  eontos  (8,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  and 
were  supplied  by  Grermany,  Austria,  and  France,  and  in  less  than 
the  value  of  1  conto  (142/.)  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Artificial  flowers  were  valued  at  45  eontos  (6,400/.)  in  tlie 
year  1898,  and  43  eontos  (6,000/.)  in  the  preceding  year,  and  were 
practically  all  supplied  by  France. 
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Medioines  were  imported  for  the  value  of  51  centos  (7,250/.)  Medicia«» 
in  the  year  1898,  and  for  43  centos  (6,000/.)  in  the  year  1897, 
almost  all  from  France. 

Cordages,  ropes,  string,  &a,  were  valued  at  59  contoS)  (8,300/.)  ^P*- 
in  the  year  1898,  and  51  contos  (7,250/.)  in  the  year  1897,  in 
which  year  Germany  supplied  the  value  of  36  contos  (5,000/.),  and 
the  United  Kingdom,  9  contos  (1,200/.). 

The  value  of  the  export  trade  of  Portugal  during  the  years  BxporU. 
1897-98  can  be  seen  from  the  following  table: — 

Statistics  of  the  Various  Classes  of   National  and  Nationalised 
Products  Exported  from  Portugal  in  the  Years  1897  and  1898. 


1897 

• 

1898. 

i^escription. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Live  animals     . . 
Raw  materials . . 
Yarns  and  tiseues 
Alimentary  substances 
Machinery,  Ac. 
Manufactured  articles 

Milreis. 
3,400,691 
5,422,750 
1,628,829 
15,197,086 
77,487 
3,780,223 

480,000 
767,000 
231,000 
2,158,000 
10,850 
536,000 

Milreis. 

3,350,568 

5,342,934 

1     2,726,866 

18,015,928 

105,111 

3,666,758 

475,000 
759,000 
387,000 
2,558,000 
16,000 
520,500 

Total      .. 

29,507,016 

4,183,000 

33,207,165 

4,714,500 

With  the  exception  of  cows,  practically  the  whole  export  trade  I^«  »nimal»* 
in  live  animals  is  confined  to  Spain. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  value  of  live  animdls 
exported  from  Portugal  during  the  years  1897-98 : — 


Nnmber. 

1897. 

1898. 

DsMriptiOD. 

Value. 
Oorrencj.  1    Sterling. 

Number. 

Val 

Currency. 

Milreis. 
349,242 
146,670 
368,493 
568,511     , 
377,077     , 
439,858     , 
656,142     ' 
444.580 

ue. 
Sterling. 

Illlltll 

32,021 

71,075 

9,S7ft 

279,2S4 

9,51S 

29,9S7 

28,783 

956,050 

Hnreit. 
361,601 
121,467 
447,206 
428,195 
409,646 
309,669 
903,858 
429,049 

60,000 

17,000 
1       63,000 

60,000 
'       58,000 

44,000 
'     128,000 

60,000 

33,065 

90,048 

9,045 

332,142 

9,243 

88.933 

15,943 

1,024,367 

£ 
49.000 
20,000 
52,000 
81,000 
58,000 
62,000 
98,000 
63,000 

Total 

3,400,691 

480,000 

... 

3,850,568 

475,000 

Of  the  cows  exported,  which  were  valued  at  656  contos 
(93,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  903  contos  (127,000/.)  in  the 
year  1897,  upwards  of  19,000,  valued  at  554  contos  (78,000/.), 
were  exported  to  Spain ;  2,640,  valued  at  229  contos  (32,000i), 
were  exported  to  France,  and  1,256,  valued  at  100  contos  (14,000/.) 
were  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  mw  materials  exported 
during  the  years  1897-98  : — 


Description. 


Animal  prodi^cts 
Vegetable  produots 
Mineral  products 
Metals  .. 
Chemicals 
Various . . 


Total 


I 


1897. 
Curreucj.    1      Sterling. 


Milreis. 

605,897 
3,252,862 

997,095 
81,809 

290,060 

194,427 


5,422,750 


86,000 
461,000 
141,000 
11,000 
41,000 
27,000 


767,000 


1898. 


Currency.  Sterling. 


Milreis. 
528,548 
2,834,916 
1,036,467 
304,354 
297,308 
341,341 


£ 
75,000 
402,000 
147,000 
43,000 
42,000 
60,000 


5,342,934  759,000 


Baw  wool. 


"Rnvr  skins. 


Fish  oil. 


Vegetable 
products. 


Cork. 


Raw  materials  formed  of  animal  ipro(hicts  were  exported  for 
the  value  of  528  contos  (75,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  or  77  contos 
(11,000Z.)  less  tlian  in  the  preceding  year. 

Raw  wool  was  exported  for  the  vahie  of  150  contos  (21,000/.) 
in  the  year  1898,  and  for  251  contos  (35,000/.)  in  the  year  1897, 
of  which  practically  the  whole  quantity  was  sent  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  only  the  value  of  4  contos  (5G8/.)  to  Belgium,  and 
3  contos  (4:^6^.)  to  France. 

Raw  skins  were  exported  for  the  value  of  308  contos  (43,000/.) 
in  the  year.  1898,  and  for  the  value  of  291  contos  (41,000/.)  in 
the  year  1 897,  in  which  year  the  value  of  234  contos  (32,000/.) 
was  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom,  of  53  contos  (7,500/.)  to  Spain, 
and  about  2  contos  (284/.)  to  Germany. 

'  377  kilos,  of  fish  oil  was  exported  for  the  value  of  31  contos 
(4,400/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  292  kilos.,  valued  at  24  contos 
(3,400/.),  in  the  year  1897,  and  practically  the  whole  quantity  is 
sent  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Vegetable  products  for  use  in  arts  and  industries  were  exported 
for  the  value  of  2,834  contos  (402,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  for 
3,252  contos  (461,000/.)  in  the  year  1897. 

The  most  important  article  of  this  class  is  cork,  and  the 
following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  various  classes 
of  cork  exported  during  the  years  1897-98 : — 


Quantity. 

1897. 

Quantity. 

1898. 

Description. 

Value. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Scraps       

In  the  roush 

Boards       

Cubes        

Sawdust    

Virgin       

Kilos. 

11,081,780 

90,466 

S2,n0,62fi 

188,877 

166,M6 

470,608 

Milreis. 
141,87ft 
3,680 
2,8ftO,7M 
28,641 
8,438 
8,198 

£ 

20,000 

600 

404,000 

4,000 

ftOO 

1,000 

KOot. 
10,263,285 

118,192 
28,492,883 

279.632 
50,267 

497,473 

MUreis. 

122,615 

4,762 

2,431,088 

47,833 

1.257 

9,^9 

£ 

17,000 

600 

345,000 

6,000 

170 

1,600 

Total 

2,086,&82 

...J 

431,000 

2,617,434 

371,500 
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In  the  year  J897  cork  scraps  were  exported  for  a  total  vsdue 
of  141  contos  (20,000/.).  Of  these  the  quantity  of  7,718,000  kilas., 
vaUied  at  87  contos  (12,000/.),  were  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom; 
1,287,000  kilos.,  valued  at  28  contos  (4,000/.),  were  sent  to 
Germany ;  the  value  of  9|  contos  (1,300/.)  to  France ;  and  the 
value  of  about  7  contos  (994/.)  to  the  United  States  and  to 
Belgium. 

Cork  in  the  rough  was  only  exported  across  the  border  to 
Spain. 

Cork  in  boards  was  exported  for  the  value  of  2,850  contos 
(404,000/.)  in  the  year  1897.  The  principal  markets  were* 
Germany,  11,113,000  kilos.,  valued  at  940  contos  (132,000/.); 
Eussia,  2,117,000  kilos.,  valued  at  154  contos  (21,000/.);  the 
United  States,  3,913,000  kilos.,  valuea  at  454  contos  (63,000/.) ; 
the  United  Kingdom,  5,049,000  kilos.,  valued  at  429  contos 
(60,000/.) ;  and  Denmark,  2,177,000  kilos.,  valued  at  182  contos 
(25,000/.).  Of  these  cork  boards  30,000,000  kilos,  were  shipped 
from  Lisbon;  750,000  kilos,  from  Faro;  680,000  kilos,  from  . 
Oporto;  396,000  kilos,  from  Villa  Nova  de  Portimao;  and 
252,000  kilos,  from  Setubal. 

Cork  in  cubes  was  exported  for  the  value  of  28  contos  (4,000/.) 
in  the  year  1897  ;  and  104,000  kilos.,  valued  at  17  contos  (2,500/.) 
were  shipped  to  England. 

Cork  dust  and  virgin  cork  were  only  exported  in  small 
quantities,  and  the  United  Kingdom  was  the  principal  importer 
of  both  classes.  (For  the  exportation  of  bottle  corks,  see  page  50 
on  manufactured  articles.) 

Other  kinds  of  wood  were  exported  for  the  value  of  135  contos 
(19,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  for  the  value  of  127  contos 
(17,000/.)  in  the  year  1897.  Beams  and  planks  were  valued  at 
51  contos  (7,000/.),  nearly  all  of  which  were  sent  to  Spain  with 
the  exception  of  small  quantities  to  Angola  and  St.  Thomas. 
Eough  wood  was  valued  at  40  contos  (5,500/.)  in  the  year  1898,  WoodL 
and  32  contos  (4,500/.)  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  value  of 
16  contos  (2,200/.)  was  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom,  9^  contos. 
(1,300/.)  to  Spain,  and  3  contos  (426/.)  to  France.  Joists  and 
rafters  were  exported  for  the  value  of  28  contos  (4,000/.)  in  the 
year  1898,  and  for  22  contos  (3,000/.)  in  the  year  1897,  but  this 
trade  is  practically  confined  to  Spain. 

The  only  other  articles  of  importtmce  included  in  this  class  is  Tol»ooo, 
tobacco,  of  which  41,000  kilos.,  valued  at  8  contos  (1,136/.),  were 
exported  in  the  year  1898,  and  8,000  kilos.,  valued  at  37  contos 
(5,300/.)  in  the  year  1897.  Nearly  the  whole  quantity  of  this 
tobacco  is  exported  to  the  Portuguese  colony  of  St  Thomas,  and 
small  quantities  to  Cape  Verd  Islands  and  Angola, 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in   the  value  of   the  minerals  MineraU. 
exported  in  the  year  1898,  the  total  amount  being  1,036  contos 
(147,000/.),  as  compared   with    997    contos  (140,000/.)    in    the 
preceding  year. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  the  minerals  exported  in  the 
years  1897-98  is  shown  in  the  followmg  table : — 
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1897. 

1«98. 

DaMriptioii. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 

Quantity. 

Vftl 
Currency. 

ne. 

'  Currency. 

Sterlinic. 

Scerlioff. 

. 

Coal 

Aniimony 

Lead          

Copper      

Iron 

ManganeM 
Uospecifled 

Tons. 

9,383 

293 

1,442 

268,819 

1.496 

Hilrels. 

1       47,641 

7.678 

'       17,580 

774,104 

17,202 

2,260 

38,550 

£ 
6,500 
1.000 
2.600 
109,000 
2.500 
800 
5,400 

128,600 

Tons. 
9,365 
384 
2,149 
288.746 
2,448 
2,250 
1,967 

Milrefs. 

89,906 

9.995 

27,696 

766,696 

11,173 

7,900      1 

74,»84       1 

I 
5,500 
1,800 
3,800 
108,000 
1,500 
1,000 
10,500 

•    Total 

905,015 

938,250 

183,600 

CoaL 

Antimony. 

Lead. 
€opper. 

Iron. 

Manganese. 

Mineral 
■water. 

Marble. 


Metalf. 


OhemicalB. 


Salt. 


The  small  quantity  of  coal  was  practically  all  sent  to  Spain 
for  railway  purposes. 

Of  the  antimony,  222  tons,  valued  at  4^  contos  (650i.),  were 
exported  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  57  tons,  valued  at  2^  contos 
(350/.),  to  Germany. 

Of  the  lead,  1,000  tons,  valued  at  11^  contos  (1.600Z.),  was 
shipped  to  Belgium;  343  tons,  valued  at  5^  contos  (800/.),  to 
Germany  ;  and  38  tons  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Of  the  copper,  83,000  tons,  valued  at  351  contos  (49,000Z.), 
were  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom  ;  41,000  tons,  valued  at  127 
contos (18,000/.),  were  shipped  to  Germany;  50,000  tons,  valued 
at  108  contos  (15,000/.),  to  Belgium  ;  11,000  tons  to  France ;  and 
3,000  tons  to  Spain. 

Of  iron,  4,750  tons,  valued  at  14  contos  (2,000/.),  were  shipped 
to  the  United  States,  and  400  tons  to  the  United  Kiiigdom, 

Of  manganese,  601  tons,  valued  at  1^  contos  (200/.)  were 
shipped  to  Belgium,  and  95  tons  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mineral  waters  were  exported  for  the  value  of  24  contos 
(3,500/.)  in  the  year  1898  to  Brazil  and  the  Portuguese  colonies, 
aa  were  also  considerable  quantities  of  lime  and  cement. 

Marble  and  granite  were  exported  for  the  value  of  49  contos 
(7,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  for  46  contos  (6,500/.)  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  of  which  half  were -sent  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
considerable  quantities  to  Brazil  and  Spain,  and  smaller  quantities 
to  the  Portuguese  colonies. 

Although  the  total  value  of  metals  exported  was  304  contos 
(43,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  81  contos  (11,500/.)  in  the  year 
1897,  the  value  of  233  contos  (32,000/.)  and  50  contos  (7,100/.) 
respectively  was  for  the  exportation  of  precious  metals  which 
formed  no  part  of  the  trade  of  the  country. 

The  only  other  metals  of  any  importance  exported  in  the 
year  1898  were  iron,  valued  at  38  contos  (5,400/.),  and  lead,  valued 
at  6i  contos  (900/.). 

Chemical  products  were  exported  for  the  value  of  297  contos 
(42,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  for  290  contos  (41,000/.)  in  the 
previous  year. 

143,000  tons  of  common  salt,  valued  at  164  contos  (23,000/.), 
were  exported  in  the  year  1898,  and  130  tons,  valued  at  159 
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centos  (22,000/.),  in  the  year  1897.  of  which  the  value  of  65  contos 
(9,000/.)  was  exported  to  Norway  and  Sweden ;  32  contos  (4,500/.) 
to  France ;  17  contos  (2,500/.)  to  both  Spain  and  Holland ;  and 
11  contos  (1,500/.)  to  tlie  United  Kingdom.  60,000  tons  of  salt, 
valued  at  82  contos  (11,500/.),  were  shipped  from  Setubal,  and 
63,000  tons  from  Lisbon. 

Lees  of  wine  were  exported  for  the  value  of  86  contos  Lee«  of  wine, 
(12,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  109  contos  (15,000/.)  in  the  year 
1897  ;  the  value  of  45  contos  (6,500/.)  having  been  exported  to 
France ;  of  37  contos  (5,400/.)  to  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and  10 
contos  (1,500/.)  to  the  United  States.  Three-quarters  of  the 
entire  quantity  of  lees  of  wine  exported  is  shipped  from  Oporto. 

Among  the  most  important  of  the  various  raw  materials  not  Wax, 
particularly  specified  were  wax,  of  which  260,000  kilos.,  valued  at 
173  contos  (24,000/.),  were  exported  in  the  year  1898 ;  and 
130,000  kilos.,  valued  at  159  contos  (22,000/.),  in  the  year  1897. 
Of  this  wax,  135,000  kilos.,  valued  at  85  contos  (12,000/.),  were 
sent  to  Germany;  the  value  of  19  contos  (2,50.0/.)  to  Spain;  and 
7i  contos  (1,500/.)  to  Eussia. 

Pulp  for  paper  making  was  exported  for  the  via.lue  of  21^  contos  Pnlp. 
(3,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  practically  the  whole  quantity  is 
sent  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  yarns  and  tissues  Yam»  and 
exported  in  the  yeai-s  1897-98  : —  tissues. 


Description. 

1897. 

1898. 

Oorrency 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

lilll 

Milreis. 

114,389 

9,817 

1,310,337 

88,470 

106,316 

£ 

16,000 

1,300 

186,000 

12,500 

16,000 

Milreia. 

139,624 

8,163 

2,347.963 

60,303 

169,813 

£ 

20,000 

1,100 

333,000 

8,500 

24,000 

Total     •. 

1,628,829. 

231,000 

2,725,866 

387,000 

As  is  seen  in  the  above  table,  a  large  increase  is  shown  in  the 
export  of  woollen  and  cotton  goods.  In  recent  years  large 
factories  have  been  put  up  in  Portugal,  which  turn  out  the 
principal  part  of  the  cotton  goods  used  in  the  country  and  are 
able  to  supply  as  well  large  quantities  to  Brazil  and  the  Portuguese 
colonies. 

In  woollen  goods,  the  quantity  of  cloth  exported  in  the  year  Woollene. 
1898  was  valued  at  93  contos  (13,000/.) ;  and  in  the  year  1897 
58  contos  (8,000/.).  Woollen  goods  of  the  vahie  of  42  contos 
(6,000/.)  were  sent  to  Angola,  of  the  value  of  6  contos  (850/.)  to 
St.  Thomas,  and  of  5  contos  (710/.)  to  Cape  Verd  Islands.  Made- 
up  woollen  goods  were  exported  for  the  value  of  46  contos 
<6,500/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  of  56  contos  (8,000/.)  in  the  pre- 
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ceding  year,  the  principal  markets  being  Angola  and  the  other 
Portuguese  colonies. 

The  export  of  silk  was  only  valued  at  8  and  9  centos  (1,300Z.) 
respectively  in  the  years  1898-97,  and  chiefly  consisted  of 
made-up  goods  iSent  to  Brazil  and  the  Portuguese  colonies. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  the  various  classes  of  cotton  goods 
exported  in  the  year  1898  are  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Thread 

TiflBues— 

.     Plain 

Dyed  and  stamped  . . 

Made  up        

Not  specified 

KUos. 
6,601 

1,574,686 

2,017,382 

301,089 

61,112 

J^nireis. 
2,686 

762,312 
1,387,326 

207,769 
87,870 

£ 
380 

108,000 

189,000 

29,000 

5,000 

Total 

•• 

2.347,963 

333,000 

Linen  and 
jute. 


Alimentary 
substances. 


In  the  year  1897  775,000  kilos,  of  plain  cotton  goods  valued  at 
376  contos  (52,000/.),  were  sent  to  Angola ;  25  contos  (3,500/.),  to 
Cape  Verd ;  and  2  contos  (284/.),  to  St.  Thomas  ;  the  total  exports 
having  been  valued  at  408  contos  (57,000/.).  In  the  same  year 
dyed  and  stamped  goods,  valued  at  575  contos  (81,000/.),  were 
shipped  to  Angola ;  59  contos  (8,000/.),  to  St  Thomas  ;  36  contos 
(5,200/.),  to  Cape  Verd  Islands ;  and  18  contos  r2,500/.),  to  Brazil. 
Made  up  cotton  goods  were  sent  to  Angola  for  the  value  of 
65  contos  (9,000Z.) ;  to  Brazil  for  42  contos  (6,000/.);  and  to  St. 
Thomas  for  18  contos  (2,500/.). 

The  value  of  the  manufactured  linen  and  jute  exported,  con- 
sisting mostly  of  canvas  and  sacks,  &c.,  fell  from  88  contos  (12,500/.) 
in  the  year  1897  to  60  contos  (8,500/.)  in  the  year  1898. 

The  value  of  the  various  alimentary  substances  exported  from 
Portugal  during  the  year  1897-98  was  as  follows : — 


Description. 

1897. 

1 

1898. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Wines  and  beverages  . . 
Cereals 

Other  farinaceous  sub- 
stances 

Fish 

Various 

Milreis. 
10,368,422 
191,493 

488,866 

887,844 

3,7«0,961 

£ 
1,472,000 
27,000 

69,(«00 

f.400O 

r38,0C0 

J.  158,000 

MilreJH. 

11,588,383   ' 

847.167 

740.58 
460.44)6 
4,884,442 

18,016,928 

£ 
1,644,000 
49,000 

105,000 

66,000 

693,000 

Total     .. 

15,197,086 

2,568,000 
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The  increase  of  1,200  contos  (170,000/.)  in  the  value  of  the 
wine  and  beverages  exported  during  the  year  1898  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  is  due  chiefly  to  the  trad^  in  port  wine  and 
cuinmon  red  wine. 

Spirits  and  alcohol  are  so  largely  used  in  the  manufacture  of  Spiritt. 
wine,  that  although  the  production  of  alcohol  in  the  year  1898  is 
stated  to  have  been  71,051  hectolitres,  the  quantity  expoi^ted  only 
amounted  to  2,581  hectolitres,  which  was  all  sent  to  Brazil  and 
the  Portuguese  colonies. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  alcohol 
and  spirit  exported  during  the  years  1897-98 : — 


Quantity. 

189T. 

Quantity. 

1898. 

Value. 
Currency.       Sterling. 

Value. 

Currenoy. 

Sterling. 

Alcobol,   plain  or 

prepared 
Beremges        not 

specified 

Cognac      

Liqueura 

Hectolitres. 

1,004 

6S6 

481 

71 

... 

Milreis. 

20,927 

11,484 
17,331 
2,422 

t 

8,000 

1,600 

2,500 

800 

HectoUtres. 

1,049 

696 
820 
2Hi 

MUreis. 

82,717 

14,571 

25,671 

6,014 

8,100 

2,000 

8,500 

O^O 

Total 

52,164 

7,300 

... 

68,878 

9,650 

Of  the  total  quantity  of  plain  or  prepared  alcohol  exported  in 
the  year  1897,  441  hectolitres  were  shipped  to  Brazil,  170  hectolitres 
to  Mozambique,  and  smaller  quantities  to  the  other  Portuguese 
colonies. 

The  entire  quantity  of  the  unspecified  alcoholic  beverages 
were  exported  to  the  Portuguese  colonies,  and  393  hectolitres  of 
cognac,  valued  at  15  contos  (2,100/.),  were  exported  to  Brazil  in 
the  year  1897,  and  the  rest  to  Mozambique,  Angola,  and  the  other 
Portuguese  colonies. 

The   following   table   shows  the   quantity   and  value  of  .the  Wine, 
wine   exported   from    Portugal   and    Madeira   during   the   years 
1897-98:— 


1897. 

1898. 

Description. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 

1    Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

SierUng. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Common,  white  ... 
„       red       ... 

Liquors     

Madeira     

Oporto       

Hectolitres. 
34,847 
489,676 
2,671 
24,137 
280,992 

Milreis. 

203,576 

8,864,458 

84,931 

786.8  N 
6,859,548. 

29,000 
476,000 

12,000 
111,000 
831,000 

1  Hectolitres. 

48,878 

476.652 

2,482 

24,301 

818,2^3 

Milreis.  : 
296,6«  , 

8,864,247  1 
76,981  1 
788,416  1 

6,465,806  1 

£ 

41,000 
648,000 

10,000 
112,000 
916.000 

Total 

... 

10,289,830 

1,461,000 

11.480.972 

1,630,000 

No  correct  statistics  of  the  production  of  wine  in  Portugal  can 
he  obtaiued.     Wine  is  made  by  private  persons  in  all  parts  of  the 
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country,  so  that  the  quantity  taxed  for  consumption  is  no  guide  to 
the  total  quantity  manufactured.  According  to  the  estimate  of 
the  Director-CTeneral  of  Agriculture,  the  quantity  of  wine  pro- 
duced in  Portugal  in  the  year  1898  amounted  to  5,500,000 
hectolitres.  The  (quantity  of  wine  exported  amounted  to  only 
864,000  hectolitres,  so  that  should  the  above  estimate  be  correct, 
upwards  of  4,500,000  hectolitres  remained  to  be  consumed  in  the 
country. 

In  spite  of  the  demand  for  sound  red  wine  at  cheap  prices,  and 
the  evident  fact  that  the  natural  resources  of  Portugal  are  suitable 
for  producing  wine  of  this  class,  but  little  has  been  done  to  improve 
the  methods^)f  wine  manufacture,  so  that  the  large  surplus  pro- 
duction of  common  wine  is  practically  wasted,  and  a  great  quantity 
of  the  wine  now  made  is  of  a  quality  that  is  of  no  commercial 
value. 

At  present  the  value  of  the  (Jporto  wine  is  considerably  more 
tlian  half  the  value  of  the  total  quantity  of  wine  exported  from 
the  country.  Although  the  better  kinds  of  red  and  white  wine 
are  greatly  appreciated  by  those  who  know  them,  they  are  not 
suitable  for  exportation.  The  markets  for  the  common  wines 
are  almost  confined,  therefore,  to  Brazil,  the  Portuguese  colonies, 
and  countries  where  the  Portuguese  population  can  be  depended 
upon  for  consumers.  Apart  from  the  port  wine,  therefore, 
the  capabilities  of  Portugal  as  a  wine-producing  country  are 
wasted,  through  want  of  initiative  in  improving  the  method  of 
manufacture,  so  as  to  make  wine  suited  to  the  demand  in  the 
European  markets. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  various  classes  of 
wine  exported  from  Portugal  during  the  year  1897 :  — 


Country. 


Brazil 

United  Kingdom     . . 

Portuguese  colonies  in  Africa 

Germany 

Bussia 

France 

Norway  and  Sweden 

Denmark 

Holland         ..  ..         .. 

South  American  Bepuhlics. . 

Belgium 

Portuguese  colonies  in  Asia 

United  States 

Various 

Total 


Hectolitres.  1  Hectolitres, 


40,496 

178,773 

843 

14,773 

9,197 

3,022 

10,991 

8,862 

6,672 

2,475 

3,306 

24 

1,363 

196 


530 
8,128 

167 
4,603 
5,o4« 
4,854 

66 

5 

39 


12 
231 


280,992  ;   24,173 


Common 
Wine. 


Hectolitres. 

360,046 

8,364 

88,470 

11,881 

146 

3,755 

270 

689 

481 

2,330 

1,130 

3,209 


Total. 


5,661 


Hectolitres. 

391,072 

196,266 

89,470 

31,267 

14,888 

11,631 

11,261 

9,617 

7,158 

4,844 

4,436 

8,233 

2,138 

6,090 


477,096  i   782,260 


Port  wine.  The  manufacture  of  port  wine  is  tlie  most  valuable  trade  ia 
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Portugal.  In  the  year  1898  the  quantity  of  ;»1*»,0()0  hectolitres, 
valued  at  6,455  centos  (916,000/.)  was  exported,  as  compared  with 
280,000  hectolitres,  valued  at  5,850  contos  (831,000/.).  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  In  the  ye^ir  1897,  178,000  hectolitres  of  port  wine, 
valued  at  :».349  contos  (474,000/.),  were  shipped  to  the  United 
Kingdom:  40,000  hectolitres,  valued  at  1,266  contos  (179,000/.), 
to  Brazil;  14,000  hectolitres,  valued  at  264  contos  (37,000/.),  to 
Germany;  11,000  hectolitres,  valued  at  208  contos  (29,000/.),  to 
Xorway  and  Sweden ;  and  considerable  quantities  to  Kussia, 
Denmark,  and  Holland. 

There  has  been  a  small  but  steady  increa.se  in  the  <iuantity  of  Maileinnrin*. 
wine  exported  from  Madeira  during  the  last  seven  years,  the 
quantity  having  reached  24,000  hectolitres,  valued  at  788  contos 
(111,000/.),  in  the  year  1898.  One-third  of  the  total  (quantity  of 
Madeira  wine  is  shii)ped  to  the  United  Kingdom.  According  to  the 
statistics  for  1897, 8,128  hectolitres,  valued  at  270  contos  (38,000/.), 
was  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom ;  5,545  hectolitres,  valued  at 
173  contos  (24,000/.)  to  Kussia;  4,853  hectolitres,  valued  at  155 
contos  (21,500/.),  to  Spain;  and  4,602  hectolitres,  valued  at  151 
contos  (21,000/.),  to  (xermany. 

The   exportation    of    common    wine    amcmnted    to    475,000  Common 
hectolitres,  valued  at  3,864  contos  (548,000/.),  in  the  year  1898,  ^"»e- 
and  439,000  hectolitres,  valued  at  3,354  contos  (475,000/.),  in  the 
year  1897.     Of  this  (piantity,  350,000  hectolitres  were  shipped  to 
Brazil,  and  91,000  hectolitres   to   the   Portuguese   colonies,  and 
only  33,000  hectolitres  to  all  other  countries  in  the  world. 

The  exportation  of  beer  is  confined  to  supplying  the  jjeer. 
Portuguese  colonies.  The  total  quantity  exported  in  the  year 
1898  amounted  to  266  hectolitres,  and  in  the  year  1897  to 
244  hectolitres,  of  which  1 03  hectolitres  was  sent  to  M()zambi(iue, 
79  hectolitres  to  St.  Thomas,  45  hectoHtres  to  Angola,  and  13 
hectolitres  to  Cape  Verd. 

The  amount  of  revenue  derived  by  l^ortugal  from  customs 
duties  on  wine,  beer,  and  spirits  in  the  year  1898  was  253  contos 
(36,000/.),  and  on  the  excise  duties,  1,691  contos  (239,000/.), 
making  a  total  of  1,944  contos  (276,000/.),  as  compared  with  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  State,  amounting  to  52,865  contos  (7,506,000/.). 

The  exportation  of  cereals  is  chiefly  confined  to  supplying  cereal§. 
wheat  flour  to  the  Portuguese  colonies,  and  a  .small  quantity  to 
Brazil.  The  total  value  of  cereals  exported  in  the  year  1898  was 
347  cx)ntos  (48,000/.),  and  in  the  year  1897,  191  contos  (27,000/.), 
when  1,158,000  kilos,  of  flour,  valued  at  121  contos  (17,000/.) 
were  shipped  to  Angola. 

The  exportation  of  other  farinaceous  substances  from  Portugal 
in  the  year  1898,  was  valued  at  740  contos  (105,000/.),  as  com- 
pared with  488  contos  (69,000/.)  in  the  i)revious  year.  The 
most  notable  increase  was  in  potatoes,  of  which  uj>wards  of  19,000  Potatoes 
tons,  valued  at  459  contos  (64,000/.),  were  exported  in  the  yeai* 
1898,  and  15,000  tons,  valued  at  240  contos  (:J4,000/.  >,  in  the  year 
1897.  Half  the  potatoes  exported  are  shipped  to  Brazil,  and  larp* 
quantities  to  the  Portuguese  colonic^. 
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OUt«  oil.  The  exportation  of  olive-oil  amounted  to  25,923  hectolitres, 

valued  at  511  contos  (72,000t),  m  the  year  1898,  and  21,634 
hectolitres,  valued  at  416  contos  (59,000/.),  in  the  year  1807.  In 
spiteofthe  large  demand  ifor olive-oil  in  Europe,  nearly  three-quarters 
of  the  total  quantity  is  exported  to  Brazil,  and  the  rest,  with  the 
exception  of  about  800  hectolitres  to  the  Portuguese  colonies.  As 
at  present  prepared,  the  Portuguese  olive-oil  is  not  suitable 
for  the  European  markets,  and  in  spite  of  the  large  production, 
Italian  olive-oil  has  been  imported  in  large  quantities  into 
Portugal. 

The  exportation  of  fresh  and  salted  fish,  and  especially  of 
sardines,  is  an  important  industry  in  Portugal,  and  shows  an 
important  improvement.  1,654,000  kilos,  of  tunny-fish,  valued  at 
96  contos  (13,500/.),  were  exported  in  the  year  1898,  and  1,803,000 
kilos.,  valued  at  102  contos  (14,000/.),  in  the  preceding  year. 
Sardines  in  salt  are  exported  chiefly  to  Spain,  Brazil,  and  Italy, 
but  also  in  large  quantities  to  the  Portuguese  colonies.  The 
quantity  of  sardines  exported  in  the  year  1898  amounted  to 
5,667,000  kilos.,  valued  at  251  contos  (35,000/.),  as  compared  with 
5,824,000  kilos.,  valued  at  193  contos  (27,000/.),  in  the  preceding 
year. 

Besides  these  special  classes  of  alimentary  substances,  large 
quantities  of  various  other  articks  of  consumption  are  exported 
from  Portugal  annually,  which  amounted  in  the  year  1898  to  the 
value  of  4,867  contos  (691,00i)/.),  nearly  1,000  contos  (142,000/.) 
more  than  in  the  year.  1897. 

Most  important  among  these  })roducts  is  the  exportation  of 
fresh  and  dried  fruits. 
J^ruit.  The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  and  value  of  this 

trade  in  the  years  1897  and  1898  :— 
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l^uit.  A  largely  increased  export  is  shown  in  nearly  all  classes  of 

fruit,  and  in  all  cases,  with  the  exception  of  chestnuts  and  dried 
figs,  the  United  Kingdom  is  the  principal  market.  In  the  year 
1897,  of  the  9,000,000  kilos,  of  carob  apples,  8,500,000  kilos,  were 
shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom.  Of  1,222,000  kilos,  of  almonds, 
valued  at  174  contos  (24,500/.),  the  quantity  of  680,000  kilos., 
valued  at  103  cont(^s  (14,500/.),  were  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom  ; 
181,000  kilos.,  valued  at  35  contos  (5,000/.),  to  Belgium,  and 
smaller  quantities  to  Brazil,  Holland,  France,  &c.  664,000  pine- 
apples were  exported  in  the  year  1898,  and  545,000  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  practically  all  were  shipped  to  the  United 
Kingdom.  Dried  figs,  valued  at  246  contos  (34,000/.),  were 
exported  in  the  year  1897,  and  the  value  of  115  contos  (16,000/.) 
were  shipped  to  Belgium,  50  contos  (7,000/.)  to  Holland,  39  contos 
(5,500/.)  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  26  contos  (3,700/.)  to  France. 

1,658,000  kilos,  of  grapes  were  exported  in  the  year  1897,  of 
which  1,277,000  kilos,  were  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  trade  in  fresh  vegetables  is  not  as  important  as  would 
have  been  expected,  and  is  principally  confined  to  oniony  and 
garlic. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  and  quantity  of  this  trade 
in  the  years  1897  and  1898 :— 


Description. 

*    Quantity. 

1897. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

1898. 

Val 
Currency. 

ue. 

Currency. 

'    Sterlina. 

Sterling. 

Garlic 
Onions 
Tomatoes  ... 
^ot8pedfled 

Kilos. 
...;       674,124 
...'  18,008,792 
...     1,262,980 
...        227,099 

Milreis. 
48,926 

201,873 
26.704 
10,144 

£ 

7,000 

28,000 

;         3,700 

1          1,500 

1       40,700 

Kilos. 

780,225 

20,144,608 

1,971,624 

282,337 

Milreis. 
52,865 

268,829 
89,865 
10,465 

£ 

7,400 

87,000 

5,500 

1,600 

Total  ... 

...           ... 

287,646 

867,024 

52,000 

Garlic. 


Ooions. 


Tomatoes. 


Nearly  the  whole  quantity  of  garlic  is  exported  to  Brazil^ 
although  garlic,  valued  at  upwards  of  2  contos  (284/.),  was 
shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  year  1897. 

Onions  are  an  important  article  of  trade  and  show  an  increase 
of  2,000,000  kilos.,  valued  at  60  contos  (8,500/.),  as  compared  with 
the  preceding  year.  In  the  year  1897,  10,000,000  kilos,  of  onions,, 
of  the  total  export  of  18,000,000  kilos.,  were  shipped  to  the 
United  Kingdom;  6,000,000  kilos,  to  Brazil;  and  the  rest  to 
Spain,  Germany,  and  the  Portuguese  colonies. 

Tomatoes  and  other  fresh  vegetables  are  nearly  all  exported 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  largely  in- 
creased trade  of  this  kind  will  be  seen  in  Portugal  during  the 
next  few  years. 

Another  industry  that  has  made  great  improvement  of  late 
years  is  dairy  farming.  With  the  present  means  of  quick  and 
cheap  transit,  the  various  branches  of  dairy  farming  should 
be  most   successful    in   Portugal,  especially   if    suitable    stock 
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sliould  be  imported  as  has  been  done  with  notable  success  in  some 
cases. 

The  quantity  of  butter  exported  in  the  year  1898  amounted  Butter. 
to  35,000  kilos.,  as  compared  with  9,000  kilos,  in  the  year  1897. 

The  quantity  of  eggs  exported  in  the  year  1898  was  31,208,000,  Eg 
valued  at  342  contos  (48,000/.),  and  clieeses  were  exported  in  the  ^ 
same  year  for   the  value  of   13  contos  (2,000/.).     The  eggs  are 
exported  principally  to  Spain  and  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the 
other  dairy  produce  to  Brazil  and  the  Portuguese  colonies. 

The   following   table   gives   the  value   of   the  exportation  of  ■ 
instruments,  industrial  machinery,  &c.,  from  Portugal  during  the 
years  1897-98  :— 


Description. 

1897. 

1898, 

i     Currenej.    t 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Stt'rling. 

Apparatus,  &c.. . 
Vessels,  carriages 
Arms 
Various . . 

!      Milreis. 
..j        50,317 

14,290       ' 

1,113 
11,717 

77,437 

£ 

7,100 

2,000 

150 

1,600 

10,860 

Milreis. 

5y,480 

20,634 

1,213 

23,784 

£ 
8,300 
2,900 

170 
3,500 

Total      . . 

105,111 

15,000 

The  exportation  of  instruments  and  industrial  machinery  from 
Portugal  is  naturally  of  small  importance.  Agricultural  imple- 
ments and  industrial  machinery  was  exported  for  the  value  of 
38  contos  (5,400/.),  in  the  year  1898,  about  8  contos  (1,100/.)  more  Implomonti^ 
than  in  the  preceding  year.  These  articles  were  sent  to  Brazil 
and  to  the  Portuguese  colonies,  the  best  market  being  Angola. 

The  various  descriptions  of  vessels  exported  in  the  year  1898  YesMls. 
to  the  number  of  29,  were  valued  at  8^  contos  (1,200/.),  as  com- 
pared with  28  vessels,  valued  at  5^  contos  (780/.),  in  the  preceding 
year.     Of  these  11  were  sent  to  Angola,  and  8  to  Mozambique. 

243  carts  and  carriages  were  exported  in  the  year  1898,  valued  OarmgM. 
at  12  contos  (1,700/.)  ;  and  138  carriages,  valued  8^  contos  (1,200/.), 
were  exported  in  the  year  1897,  55  to  Angola,  21  to  Mozambique, 
and  13  to  St.  Thomas. 

Side  arms  and  fire  arms  were  only  exported  for  the  value  of  Afms. 
about  1  con  to  (142/.)  during  the  years  1897-98. 
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^^^*'®*''^^        The  following  table  sijows  the  value  of  liirniufjictiired  articleg 
**'  exported  from  Portugal  during  the  yenrs  1897-08  : — 


1897. 


1S98. 


!--5; 


XMther 
fo«ds. 


Corktndb. 


Wooden 
goods. 


Pottery,  &c. 


3Aetal  goods. 


Description. 

Currenuy. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Animal  subetiiDcei 
Vegetable  substances  . . 
Minerals 

MeUls 

Paper,  printing 
Various 

Milreis.      1 
7,8*9     1 
837,877 
61,201     ' 
2,356,227 
10»,45&     1 
418,614 

3,780,223 

£ 

1,000 

119,000 

7,000 

384,000 

15,000 

59,000 

Milreii. 

14,708 
874,745 

57,851 
2,108,092 

96,910 
616,452 

2,000 

124,000 

8,000 

299,000 

13.600 

73,000 

Total      .. 

586,000 

3,666,758 

520,600 

The  only  exports  of  any  value  of  the  manufactured  articles  of 
animal  substancfes  are  those  made  of  skins.  These  were  valued  at 
14  contos  (2,000Z.)  in  the  year  1898,  nearly  double  the  value  of 
the  trade  in  the  preceding  year.  The  principal  markets  were 
Angola  and  St.  Thomas. 

The  export  trade  of  manufactured  articles  of  vegetable  substances 
is  of  considerable  .importance,  owing  to  the  cork  trade.  In  the 
year  1898  upwards  of  2,850  tons  of  bottle  corks,  valued  at  685 
contos  (97,000/.),  were  exported  in  the  year  1898 ;  and  2,700 
tons,  valued  at  673  contos  (95,000/.),  were  exported  ill  the 
preceding  year.  In  the  year  1897  upwdrd^  of  1,500  tons,  vftliied 
at  363  contoa  (51,000/.),  were  ship{)ed  tb  Engldnd;  600  tons, 
valued  dt  167  colitos  (23,000/.),  to  GelTufliiiy ;  285  tons,  valued  at 
*/4  contos  (l0,50t)/.),  to  t'rance  ;  find  76  tons,  valued  at  24  contos 
(3,500/.),  to  Belgium ;  1.650  tons  of  these  corks  were  shipped  fi-bm 
Lisbon,  547  tons  from  villa  Nova  da  tortiiliao  and  considerable 
quantities  from  OpOrto  dnd  Faro. 

Other  kinds  of  wood  in  mantifaetured  rirticlfes  wete  ex|)ort^'tt 
for  the  value  of  141  contos  (20,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  117 
contos  (16,500/.)  in  the  ye^r  1897.  ]!ilanufactut*ed  articles  of 
vegetable  were  exported  in  the  year  1898  fot  the  value  of  2^ 
contos  (4,000/.),  and  in  the  year  18^7  fot  the  value  of  22  contos 
(3,000/.). 

The  only  manufactured  articles  of  tnitieral  Sub^anc^s  exported 
in  considerable  quantities  fitre  t)ottery,  tiles,  and  ciiina,  &c.,  \^hibh 
are  sent  to  Angola  and  the  other  Portuguese  colonies.  These 
goods  were  valued  at  about  50  contos  (7,000/.)  in  the  year  1898, 
and  44  contos  (6,000/.)  in  the  previous  year. 

The  exportation  of  metals  in  manufactured  articles  apart  from 
coined  money,  was  only  valued  at  263  contos  ( 37,000t)  in  the  year 
1898  and  212  contos  (29,000/.)  in  the  year  1897.  The  most 
valuable  part  of  this  trade  consisted  of  the  export  of  iron  articles 
to  Brazil  and  the  Portuguese  colonies,  which  amounted  to  the 
value  of  190  contos  (26,500/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  to  130  contos 
(18,000/.)  in  the  year  1897.      To  the  same  markets  were  sent 
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ubout  100  tons  of  copper  aiul  copper  alloys,  valued  at  30  contos 
(4,200/.),  in  the  year  1898,  and  about  50  tons,  valued  at  28  contos 
(4,000/.),  in  the  previous  year. 

The  export  of  paper  and  printed  matter  has  recently  reached  Paper,  kK 
about  the  annual  value  of  100  contos  (14,000/.).     About  half  this 
sum  is  for  books,  about  20  contos  (2,800/.)  for  pictures,  lithographs, 
&c.,  and  the  rest  for  writing  paper,  &c.     More  than  half  of  this 
ti-ade  is  with  Brazil  and  the  rest  with  the  Portuguese  colonies. 

Of  the  various  other  articles  exported  boots  and  shoes  were  Boou  Md 
valued  at  131  contos  (18,000/.)  in  the  year  1898,  and  at  106  contos  '^^^ 
(15,000/.)  in  the  year  1897.     This  trade  with  Angola  was  valued 
at   40  contos  (5,o00/.);  with   Brazil,   21    contos  (3,000/.);    with 
Mozambique,  22^  contos  (3,200/.)  ;  St.  Thomas,  12  contos  (1,700/.) ; 
Cape  Verd,  7  contos  (1,000) ;  and  Guinea,  2  contos  (284/.). 

140,000  kilos,  of  manufactured  tobacco,  valued  at  102  contos  Tobaooo. 
(14,000/.),  were  exported  in  the  year  1898 ;  and  156,000  kilos., 
valued  at  91  contos  (13,000/.),  were  exported  in  the  year  1897.  Of 
the  exports  in  the  year  1897  89,000  kilos,  were  shipped  to 
Mozambique,  31,000  kilos,  to  Cape  Verd,  and  31,000  kilos,  to 
Angola. 

620  tons  of  soap,  valued  at  45  contos  (6,500/.),  were  exported  in  Soap, 
the  year  1898,  and  570  tons,  valued  at  38  contos  (5,400/.),  were 
exported  in  the  preceding  year,  the  whole  supply  being  sent  to  the 
Portuguese  colonies,  and  in  particular  to  Angola,  Mozambique,  and 
St.  Thomas. 

Medicines  and  drugs  were  exported  in  the  yeai'  1898  for  the  Drugs, 
value  of  30  contos  (4,000/.),  rather  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 
The  other  principal  articles  exported  to  the  Portuguese  colonies 
consisted  of  hardware,  cordage,  candles,  hats,  &c.,  but  were  not 
shipped  for  any  considerable  value. 

Statistics  of  Shipping  in  Portugal  during  the  Years  1897-98, 

ARRIVALa 


1897. 

1898. 

^^?'  i     Tonnage. 

Number  of 
YesseU, 

Tonnage. 

Steam 

Sailing 

1 

! 

4,822             7,598,988 
1,582               310,770 

4,702 
1,823 

8,618,338 
304,796 

Total     .. 

6,104            7,909,706 

6,525 

8,923,129 

C0A.8TIKa. 

Steam 

SaiUng 

1,005 
3,304 

1,128,929 
310,027 

977 
3,332 

1,149,401 
213.796 

Total     .. 

4,809 

1,838,956 

4,809 

1,363,197 
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portugal. 
Depakturej^. 


Sba-ooing. 

Steam    . . 
Sailing  .. 

Total     . . 

COABTWISB. 

Steam    . . 
Sailing  ..         .• 

Total     . . 


1897. 

1898. 

Number  of        ,,,  „„ ,  ^         Number  of   .     rr««.  -  ,« 
Vessels.           ■^^""*^«^-           Vessels,      j     Tonnage. 

4,539 
1,599 

7,597,586 
298,930 

4,725 
1,777 

8,684,943 
296,491 

6,138        ;     7,896,466 

6,502 

8,981,434 

997 
3,228 

1,123,897 
200,932 

967 
3,259 

1,086,292 
212,732 

4,225 

1,324,829 

4,216 

1,298,024 

Statistics  of  the  Vessels  of  Various  Nations  Entering  and  Sailing 
from  Ports  in  Portugal  and  the  adjacent  Islands  during  the 
Year  1897. 


Arrivals. 

Departures. 

Country. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Toonage. 

Portugal 
United  Kingdom 
Germany 

Spain 

fbrance 

Norway  and  Sweden  . . 
Denmark 

Italy 

Holland 

Austria-Hungary 

Russia   ..         .«         •• 
Various 

4,904 

2,427 

1,026 

606 

663 

462 

103 

100 

66 

62 

46 

84 

25 

1,895,257 

4,243,674 

1,453,169 

166,960 

765,767 

294,698 

69,615 

116,447 

73,616 

86,413 

35,662 

28,628 

20,966 

4,809 

2,466 

1,022 

631 

570 

466 

100 

98 

64 

58 

47 

30 

28 

1,882,433 

4,258,612 

1,438,210 

165,916 

765,641 

288,402 

69,494 

102,540 

71,613 

87,323 

39,136 

26,648 

25,327 

Total     .. 

10,413 

9,248,661 

10,368 

9,221,295 
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Statistics  of  Vessels  of  Various  Nations  Entering  and  Soiling 


from  Ports  in  Portugal  and  the  adjacent  Islands  duriij<j 
Year  1898. 


the 


Arrivals. 

Departures. 

Country.                i 

,   Number  of 
'      Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of        „, 
Vessels.      ,     T^""'^«^- 

Portugal 
United  Kingdom 
Germany 
Spain     . . 

FVance  

Norway  and  Sweden    . 
Denmark           •  •          . , 

Italy 

Holland..    ... 

Austria-Hungary 
United  States   .. 
Russia   ..          ..          .. 

Various 

4,923 

2,521 

1,094 

888 

615 

361 

90 

122 

80 

33 

22 

44 

41 

2,114,982 

4,779,752 

1,683,194 

170,813 

888,403 

247,163 

60,480 

189^80 

81,012 

70,379 

16,438 

33,762 

31,451 

4,838 

2,509 

1,088 

881 

604 

366 

92 

121 

84 

32 

22 

42 

40 

2,019,350 

4,785,124 

1,678^256 

lt>S.370 

878,958 

248,226 

58,849 

189,154 

86,090 

69,98:3 

16,438 

31.625 

30,121 

Total     .. 

10,834 

1 

10,367,099 

10,719 

10,260,.>4'1 
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Exchange,  Lisbon  on  London,  based  on  the  London  and 
Krazilifin  Bank's  Official  Drawing  Rate  for  Cheques  at  the 
end  of  each  Month  in  the  Years  1897-98. 


1897 


Januarj 

31 

Fcbruarj 

28 

March 

31 

April 
Maj 

30 

31 

June 

30 

Julv 

31 

August 

81 

September  30 

October 

31 

November  30 

December 

31 

1898. 

January 

31 

February 

28 

March 

31 

April 
May 

30 

31 

June 

30 

July 

31 

August 

31 

September 

30 

October 

31 

NoYcmber  80 

1  )ecember 

31 

Per  1,000  Rei*. 


Drairing  Rate 
of  Cheque        (Quarterly      Half- Yearly         Yearly 
at  end  of  Average.  Average.  Average. 

Month. 


3'  10 

37 

36-2 

35 

35i 

35U 

3oi 

35^ 

351 

36 

35; 

36.', 


3ol^ 

35  S 

345 

311 

2Hi 

25>,^. 

29  ,\. 

30J 

3^U 

35  i 

35^ 


ff. 


^m 


36,«', 


3511 


35' 


d. 


36i     n 


86i 


'r      36A 


3H2 


mi 


31iV 


361 


32A 


33i|       J 


88* 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Mozambique  and  QuilimaTie  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Acting-Consul  Greville. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  March  30, 1900.) 

The  trade  of  Mozambique  has  suffered  little  actual  chauge  G-eneml 
during  the  year  which  has  just  closed.  Although  the  imports  '^°^"''  * 
and  exports,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  are  considerably  less 
than  during  1898,  little  can  be  deduced  from  this  circumstance, 
as  a  glance  at  Table  I,  which  shows  the  values  of  the  goods  pass- 
ing through  the  custom-house  for  the  last  nine  years,  will 
demonstrate  that  the  commerce  of  the  port  has  a  curious  ten- 
dency to  fluctuate,  and  it  is  extremely  likely  that  what  has 
the  appearance  of  a  serious  decline  last  year  may  be  changed 
into  a  proportionately  satisfactory  increase  at  the  end  of  this. 

Unhappily  a  considerable  delay  has  occurred  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  custom-house  statistics  for  1899,  which  will  not  be 
ready  for  some  months  to  come;  it  has,  therefore,  been  found 
necessary  to  deal  with  the  first  six  months  of  the  year,  particulars 
of  which,  so  far  as  relate  to  the  more  important  articles,  will  be 
found  in  Table  II.  If  by  doubling  the  amounts  of  the  values  of 
imports  and  exports  for  the  period  before  us  we  could  approximate 
the  total  value  of  the  year's  trade,  it  would  be  seen  to  have  fallen 
off  considerably  in  comparison  to  1898,  particularly  in  regard  to 
exports.  There  is  no  doubt  that  exports  have  very  sensibly 
diminished  in  value,  and,  so  far  as  one  is  able  to  foreshadow  events, 
there  is  every  appearance  of  a  further  decline.  This  springs  from 
several  causes ;  the  first  being  the  unsettled  state  of  the  con- 
tinent at  this  point.  Within  a  few  miles  of  Mozambique  the 
interior  is  disturbed  by  a  powerful  chief,  whose  people  are 
strongly  antagonistic  to  commercial  pursuits,  and  do  all  in 
their  power  to  intimidate  such  persons  as  might,  under  more 
settled  conditions,  be  disposed  to  till  the  soil.  So  persistent 
has  this  chief  been  in  his  efforts  to  dominate  the  country, 
that  recently  his  raiding  parties  actually  had  the  hardihood  to 
penetrate  unchecked  to  the  head  of  the  bay  in  which  the  Island  of 
Mozambique  is  situated,  and  levied  toll  upon  all  and  sundry 
almost  within  ranee  of  the  jcnins  of  the  fort.  It  is  only  natural, 
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therefore,  that  while  there  is  no  security  for  life  and  property, 
agricultural  pursuits  systematically  and  properly  earned  out  are 
an  impossibility.  Again,  the  long-continued  droughts  of  the  past 
seasons  have  operated  most  seriously  to  check  production  and 
further  discourage  all  but  the  boldest  from  further  efforts. 

Iraporti.  In    Table  II  prominence  has  only  been    given,   in    dealing 

with  such  statistics  as  were  available,  to  those  articles  of  import 
which  are  of  interest  to  the  home  exporter,  and  the  countries 
from  which  the  goods  so  exported  reach  these  shores  have  been 
arranged  in  such  order  as  to  indicate  at  once  the  most  important 
source  of  each. 

Almost  the  only  thing  which  calls  for  remark  in  this  some- 
what uninteresting  list  is  that  which  appears  under  the  heading 
of  "  Woven  textures,  &c.,"  in  which  is  included  cotton  goods.  Of 
these  goods  about  70  per  cent,  of  plain  and  about  50  of  print 
come  from  Bombay.  It  is  curious  to  note  how  these  commodities 
have  increased  and  diminished  in  favour  among  the  consumers  on 
this  coast  since  the  date  of  their  introduction.  In  the  year  1876 
Mr.  Consul  O'Neill  stated  that  the  import  of  these  cottons 
from  India  consisted  of  only  a  few  small  parcels,  presum- 
ably of  samples,  valued  at  the  small  sum  of  4/.  13s.  In  1884  the 
import  at  Mozambique  of  Indian  cottons  had  reached  the 
important  sum  of  9,981/. ;  coming  down  to  the  pi-esent  time,  it 
will  be  seen  from  Table  II  that  the  total  value  of  all  the  woven 
jTOods  put  together,  which  were  imported  during  the  first  half  of 
1899,  does  not  amount  to  more  than  1,462/.  This  is  an  extra- 
ordinary falling-off,  and  the  more  so  when  it  is  borne  in  mind 
that  this  sum  includes  the  value  not  only  of  goods  proceeding  from 
India,butof  those  from  Europe  also.  Much  of  the  Bombay  trade  has, 
liowever,  been  transferred  through  local  houses  to  Gennany,  where 
prices  for  this  class  of  goods  are  considerably  cheaper.  Striped 
and  bordered  so-called  handkerchiefs,  which  in  reality  are  used  by 
the  native  women  as  shawls,  arrive  here  from  Belgium  and 
Switzerland;  woollen  goods,  flannels,  calico,  and  other  textiles, 
find  their  way  here  from  India,  Portugal,  Germany,  and  Holland,  ' 

Eiport<«.  The  exports  consist,  in  order  of  vaJue,  of  ground-nuts,  rubber, 

tobacco,  calumba  root,  wax,  and  coffee.  Of  these  the  ground-nuts 
and  rubber  are  exported  to  France  and  Germany,  the  destination 
of  tobacco  and  calumba  iXK)t  being  shown  in  the  table  (p.  8). 

Rubber.  lu  the  course   of   a  short  journey  which    I    made  into  the 

interior  from  this  point  of  the  coast  in  the  month  of  October  last, 
I  found  abundant  indications  of  a  country  strikingly  rich  in 
rubber;  not  only  did  I  encounter  the  Landolphia  Florida,  the 
variety  which  furnishes  the  largest  quantity  perhaps  of  any  of  the 
African  varieties,  but  also  the  L  Petersiana,  and,  I  think,  the  L. 
Kirkii.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  pacification  of  this  valuable 
territory  could  once  be  accomplished,  and  that  portion  of  the 
province  between  here  and_  the  Rovuma  on  the  north,  and  Nyassa 
on  the  west,  thoroughly  and  systematically  worked  and  thrown 
open  to  commerce,  it  would  be  found  a  most  valuable  rubber 
producing  centre. 
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Much  useful  work  is  said  to  be  about  to  be  undertaken  by  an 
expedition  on  behalf  of  a  Portuguese  company  in  a  portion  of  the 
country  between  here  and  the  Rovuma,  including  the  founding 
of  a  settlement  on  the  magnificent  harbour  called  Pomba 
Bay,  the  construction  of  a  road  and  telegraph  line  from  that 
point  to  Lake  Nyassa,  400  miles  to  the  westward,  and  a  survey  for  a 
railroad  as  well.  Successfully  completed,  there  is  little  doubt  that 
such  road  and  railway  would  in  a  short  time  become  the  main 
arteries  for  trade  to  and  from  Lake  Nyassa,  and  would  seriously 
menace  the  prosperity  of  the  Zambesi  carrying  trade,  by  means 
of  which  all  goods  to  and  from  the  Lake,  British  Central  Africa, 
and  the  slowly  awakening  countries  to  the  north  and  west  are  at 
present  conveyed. 

The  retail  trade  of  Mozambique  may  be  said  to  be  almost  Retail  tmde. 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  British  Indian  merchants,  who  are 
becoming  a  wealthier  and  more  important  body  year  by  year. 
Formerly,  in  fact  imtil  within  a  year  or  two  ago,  the  Indian 
traders  were  the  intermediaries  between  the  European  houses  and 
the  natives,  procuring  as  they  did  large  quantities  of  goods  from 
the  Europeans,  and  often  paying  for  them  with  native  produce. 
Now,  however,  this  is  to  a  great  extent  changed,  and  several 
of  the  larger  British  Indian  houses  import  and  export  their 
goods  independently,  and  are  fast  reaping  the  benefit  of  their 
enterprise.  These  may  be  said  at  present  to  be  the  only 
British  traders  in  the  district.  They  sell  almost  every 
article  of  daily  consumption  and  use  which  they  import  them- 
selves in  their  own  dhows,  and  thus,  as  they  are  extremely 
simple  in  their  mode  of  life,  they  rapidly  acquire  comparative 
wealth.  I  do  not  mean  to  suggest  that  the  operations  of  the 
European  firms  in  the  town  are  greatly  affected  by  the 
success  of  their  Oriental  rivals,  as  those  now  operating 
to  any  appreciable  extent  on  the  local  markets  are  as  yet  of 
necessity  few ;  large  businesses  continue  to  be  done  by  the 
German,  French,  Dutch,  and  other  merchants,  all  of  whom  appear 
to  have  an  excellent  position  in  the  province.  They  have  found 
by  close  observation  exactly  what  the  requirements  of  the  market 
are,  and  they  spare  no  effort  to  obtain  them.  Their  knowledge 
of  local  languages  is  usually  very  extensive  and  efficient,  and 
every  nerve  is  strained  to  introduce  cheap  manufactures 
with  the  express  purpose  of  underselling  existing  sources  of 
supply.  I  desire  before  leaving  the  subject  of  trade,  to  say  a  word 
about  the  catalogues  which  are  received  here  in  considerable 
numbers  from  British  manufacturers  and  others.  In  all  but  a 
very  small  number  of  cases  these  documents  are  printed  in  the 
English  language,  which  is  only  known  to  a  small  fraction  of  the 
dwellers  in  this  district.  Moreover,  they  rarely  contain  the  prices 
of  the  goods  they  describe,  and  are  therefore  valueless.  On  the 
other  hand  I  have  from  time  to  time  seen  catalogues  most  carefully 
printed,  either  in  Portuguese  or  French  (which  is  widely  spoken 
here),  and  in  all  cases  gi^dng  prices  and  quantities  either  in  the 
Portuguese  or   metric   system.    A  large  and  lucrative  business 
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does  not  necessarily  await  the  first  enterprising  firm  who  sends  its 
.catalogues,  printed  in  Portuguese,  to  these  coasts  ;  in  the  present 
depressed  and  restricted  condition  of  trade  I  fear  .there  is  little 
business  to  be  done ;  but  I  desire  to  emphasise  that  such  business 
as  actually  might  be  picked  up  cannot  be  secured  by  catalogues 
in  a  language  which  merchants  and  buyers  alike  are  unable  to 
comprehend. 

The  shipping  resorting  to  the  port  of  Mozambique  during  the 
past  year  is  shown  in  Table  III,  and  calls  for  little  comment. 
The  <jerman  East  African  line,  and  the  Messageries  Maritimes 
Company,  from  Hamburg  and  Marseilles  respectively,  may  be  said 
to  monopolise  the  traffic,  as  the  British  Indian  line,  which  formerly 
called  here  at  regular  intervals,  now  rarely  visits  us.  The  steamer 
communication  of  the  lines  I  have  named  is  casual  and  unpunctual, 
and  it  often  happens  that  boats  are  several  days  late.  Still  there 
is  little  inducement  for  other  companies  to  enter  into  competition 
as  yet.  The  German  East  African  line  is  said  to  have  a  large 
steamer  in  course  of  construction  for  addition  to  the  number  now 
running,  whilst  the  French  company  has  recently  decided  to  put 
a  small  boat  on  to  ply  for  passengers  and  cargo  between  those 
ports  into  which  its  ocean  steamers  are  unable  to  enter.  This 
arrangement  is  as  yet  only  in  the  nature  of  an  experiment,  but  it 
is  thought  that  it  may  prove  successful. 

I  have  shown  the  cost  of  freight  to  Europe  in  Table  IV. 

Coal  is  procurable  here  in  fair  quantities  at  a  cost  of  about 
60s.  per  ton. 

The  principal  firms  doing  business  in  this  town  are  shown  in 
Table  V,  and  no  alteration  has  taken  place  in  this  respect  since 
the  last  Report  was  published. 

Food  continues  cheap  and  plentiful. 

The  buoying  of  the  entrance  to  the  anchorage,  and  also  the 
leading  marks,  were  totally  destroyed  in  a  cyclone  which  visited 
this  coast  in  the  month  of  December  last.  They  are  now,  how- 
ever, being  repaired  and  placed  in  position. 

In  the  town  itself  very  little  alteration  is  perceptible,  save  for 
the  effects  of  the  cyclone  above  referred  to,  and  no  extension  is 
noticeable  in  building  operations  or  otherwise;  but,  indeed,  so 
circumscribed  is  the  area  of  the  Island  of  Mozambique,  that  there 
is  little  room  for  extension. 

If  it  were  found  possible  to  open  up  to  commerce  the  valuable 
territory  surrounding  Mozambique,  this  port  might  become  one  of 
great  commercial  importance  on  the  coast,  particularly  if  such 
territory  should  be  opened  up  upon  conditions  of  a  sound 
character,  and  not  upon  those  of  the  "  Prazo  System  "  pursued 
in  the  southern  portion  of  the  province.  Once  the  turbulent 
tribes,  which  are  now  successfully  hindering  the  development  of 
this  rich  country,  are  dealt  with,  the  value  of  the  trade  of  the 
port  and  district  should  reach  in  a  short  time  a  figure  to  which, 
up  to  the  present,  it  has  never  attained. 
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Table  I. — Showing  Value  of  Imports  and  Exports  during  the 
Years  1890-99. 


Year. 


Value. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


Total. 


1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 


£ 
141,498 
215,655 
107,096 
184,019 
109,677 
104,021 
117,020 
151,823 
174,546 
102,698 


£ 
90,374 

111,493 
66,297 
72,475 
67,588 
49,566 
79,225 

160,571 
60,258 
20,820 


£  > 

281,867 
827,148- 
178,993 
206,494 
177,265 
153,587 
196,245 
312,394 
234^804 
123,518* 


Approximate. 
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Table  II. — Showing  Value  of  Imports  and  Exports  during  first 
half  of  the  Year  1899. 

Imports. 


Aiiicles. 


Value. 


Countries  of  Origin. 


Coal-tar 

Sugar 

OilB 

Fermented  liquors     . . 
Wines,  bottled 

„      Portuguese   •• 
Distilled  liquors 

Building  cement 
Boots  and  shoes        •  • 
Tea      ..         ..         ,» 

Beads 

Hoes  and  spades        •  • 
Cotton  and  silk  thread 
Proyisions,  tinned  and  dried. 
CanTas  and  sail-cloth.  • 

Medical  stores 

Metals,  unmanufactured 

Stationery 
Petroleum 
Soap    .. 

Tobacco 

Woven  textures,  including^ 
cottons,  muslins,  woollens, 
silks,  linens,  flannels,  hand- 
kerchiefs, and  shawlings,  &c. 

Paints  .  • 

Other  goods    .  • 


Total 


£      s.    d. 

Ill    1  9 

1,646  10  10 

318    3  6 

353    3  0 

526    7  1 

1,520  12  4 

361    0  8 

127    7  9 

475    1  8 

301     9  11 

1,182    6  2 

475    9  0 

342    0  0 

6,793    4  9 

487    6  2 

195    7  9 

568  10  9 

389  16  2 

1,070    5  4 

367    2  4 

1,079  13  11 

1,461  13  4 


204  12    8 
30,990    4    9 


G-ermanj  and  British  colonies 
Germany  and  British  colonies 
Portugal  and  France 
I  G-ermany 
Germany  and  France 

Portugal,   Great  Britain,   and 

Germany 
Germany  and  Great  Britain 
Portugal  and  British  colonies 
Germany  and  British  colonies 
Italy  and  Switzerland 
Germany  and  Holland 
Germany  and  Portugal 
Portugal,  Germany,  and  France 
Portugal,  Germany,  and  Great 

Britain 
France,    Great    Britain,    and 

Portugal 
Great    Britain,    France,    and 

Germany 
France  and  Portugal 
British  colonies 
Ghreat   Britain,   Portugal,   and 

France 
Portugal,  Germany,  and  British 

colonies 
Germany,    Holland,    Belgium 

Great  Britain,  and  India 


51,348  11     7 


Exports. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Exported  to — 

Ground-nuts 

Rubber           

Tobacco          

Calumba  root 

Other  exports 

£      9,    d. 

2,553    2    3 

1,170  19  11 

261     4    7 

108    6    5 

6,326    6    5 

France  and  Germany 
Germany 
British  colonies 
Germany 

Total 

10,409  19    7 
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Table  III. — British  and  Foreign  Shipping  during  the  Year 

1899. 


Sailing. 

Steam.                |                Total. 

Nationality. 

Kumber  of 
VeMels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Yassels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Yenels. 

Tons. 

Biitiib      

Qennaa    

FMDCh       ^. 

PoTtncnese 

ISS 

271 

10,72f 
8,808 

9 

63 
20 

1 

9,126 

104,222 

27.888 

2,087 

142 

68 
20 
272 

19,882 
104,222 

27,888 
6,896 

Total 

404        1       I4,ftS4 

98 

14.3,028 

497 

167,657 

Table  IV.— Rate  of  Freight  to  Europe. 


Per  Ton  of  1,000  Kilos. 

Articles. 

To  Naples, 
Marseilles, 

Lisbon, 

Rotterdam, 

and  Hamburg. 

To  London. 

Copal 

Copra 

Ground-nuts 

llubber 

Sesamum           

Wax        

£    s. 
3    0 
3     0 

2  5 

3  15 

2  5 

3  15 

£    s. 

3  5 
8     5 
2  10 

4  0 
2  10 
4    0 

Table  V. — Showing  the  Principal  Business  Houses. 


Name. 


Wm.  Philippi  and  Co.  . . 

Mantes  frdres  et  BoreUi  de  Regis  atn^ 

A.  Fabreetfils 

De  Cost  Afrikaansche  Maatschappij  . 
O  Eanco  Nacional  Ultramarino 
Mendon^a  and  Silya      .  • 
Oswald  Hoffmann 
Damodar  Anandji 
Esaak  Adam       .  • 
Gordondas  Ketsi 
Daramsi  Eesonji. . 


Nationality. 


German 

French 

French 

Dutch 

Portngueae 

Portuguese 

Portuguese 

British  Indian 

British  Indian 

British  Indian 

British  Indian 


QUILIMANE. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Greville  reports  as  follows : — 

In  my  report  on  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  port  and  General 
district  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1898, 1  drew  attention  remwkB. 
to  the  marked  annual  decrease  in  the  volume  of  trade,  as  shown 
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by  the  figures  which  indicated  the  values  of  the  imports  and 
exports  for  the  preceding  nine  years ;  at  the  same  time  I  pointed 
out  that  this  unfortunate  decadence  was  likely  to  continue,  and 
was  attributable  to  the  apparently  unconsidered  powers  and 
monopolies  vested  in  the  various  persons  and  associations  to  whom 
the  immense  tracts  of  country  called  "  Crown  Prazos  "  were  leased. 
The  figures  contained  in  Table  I,  if  they  can  be  relied  upon, 
although  showing  a  surprising  increase  in  the  value  of  imports 
passing  through  the  custom-house  during  the  past  year,  as  com- 
pared with  1898,  do  not  by  any  means  point  to  a  general 
increase  of  trade  as  would  perhaps  at  first  appear ;  they  simply 
go  to  show  either  that  -the  large  increase  has  been  produced 
by  business  in  the  prazos,  propagated  by  the  monopolies  to 
which  I  have  already  drawn  attention  in  my  reports,  and 
thus  goes  to  benefit  a  relatively  small  number  of  persons  to 
the  detriment  of  legitimate  trading,  or  else  it  means  that  they  are 
over-stocking.  The  only  other  cause  for  this  extraordinary  in- 
flation must  be  sought  in  the  value  of  a  large  quantity  of  building 
material  and  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  sugar  and  spirits 
which  one  of  the  larger  prazc-holders  has  imported  recently,  and 
which  would  naturally  considerably  swell  the  returns  for  the 
year.  Unfortunately  no  statistics  of  imports  or  exports  giving 
particulars  of  their  character  are  procurable  from  the  custom-house, 
and  thus  the  bare  totals  contained  in  Table  I  constitute .  the  only 
information  obtainable  on  this  important  subject.  It  is  evident, 
however,  that  very  little  of  the  goods  in  question  can  have  been 
shipped  for  local  European  merchants,  for — such  is  the  paralysed 
state  of  trade  in  the  town — within  the  last  few  weeks  two  of  the 
most  important  firms  trading  to  the  east  coast  have  withdrawn 
their  representatives  from  Quilimane,  and  it  is  said  that  a  third 
house,  also  of  strong  financial  standing,  contemplates  a  similar 
course. 
Pra«o  System.  In  order  that  the  prazo  system,  with  its  many  attendant  evils; 
may  be  the  better  understood,  a  short  outline  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  conducted  may  not  be  considered  inappropriate. 

The  enormous  district  of  Zambesia,  which  is  considerably 
larger  than  England  and  Wales,  contains  at  present  a  dozen  or 
more  divisions  called  "  prazos,"  which  are  of  varying  sizes  and 
importance.  They  are  leased  theoretically  by  auction  as  vacancies 
in  their  occupancy  occur,  the  upset  price  being  based  upon  the 
number  of  inhabitants  which  the  prazo  contains,  and  the  conse- 
quent amount  which  it  is  capable  of  producing  in  hut  taxes.  The 
lessee  agrees  to  collect  and  pay  these  taxes  into  the  local  Treasury, 
less  a  certain  percentage.  At  the  end  of  every  five  years  a  new 
census  is  taken,  and  the  amount  annually  due  by  the  prazo 
readjusted  according  to  the  augmentation  or  otherwise  of  the  native 
population.  The  lessee  covenants,  inter  alia,  to  cultivate  his 
holding,  construct  roads,  erect  buildings,  and  carry  out  improve- 
ments of  various  kinds  ;  he  exercises  extensive  magisterial  powers, 
and  is  allowed  to  raise  and  maintain  a  force  of  police  ostensibly 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  preserve  order  and  punish 
offences. 
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The  above  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  manner  in  which  prazog 
are  supposed  to  be  acquired,  and  the  obligations  which  their  lessees 
are  believed  to  perform,  and  it  will  readily  be  seen  what  vast 
powers,  for  good  or  otherwise,  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
prazo-holders,  whether  they  be  fitting  pei'sons  to  wield  them 
or  not.  With  a  proper  and  independent  system  of  super- 
vision and  inspection,  the  objects  for  which  this  system  was 
established  would  perhaps  be  fulfilled,  but,  unluckily,  alike  for 
the  native  and  the  trader,  but  especially  the  former,  no  competent 
supervision  can  be  said  to  exist.  Influenced  by  the  police  and 
their  threats,  the  natives  dare  not  bring  their  goods  to  an  open 
market  in  the  town,  and  the  direct  consequence  upon  commerce 
is  that,  as  stated  above,  the  merchants  who  formerly  carried  on 
profitable  businesses  here  are  closing  their  local  agencies  and  going 
elsewhere.  Trading  with  the  natives  in  the  interior  has  been 
rendered  absolutely  impossible  to  outsiders,  and  the  natives  are 
thus  compelled  to  buy  and  sell  their  goods  from  and  to  the  prazo- 
holder,  upon  whose  holding  they  dwell,  at  prices  fixed  by  him,  and 
severe  punishments  are  said  to  be  awarded  to  all  persons  foimd 
buying  or  selling  or  in  any  way  trading  with  merchants  or  others. 
Hardly  any  attempt  is  now  made  by  the  natives  to  evade  these 
rules,  so  severely  is  the  influence  of  the  police  felt,  and  so  keen  h< 
the  system  of  espionage  which  they  maintain. 

Naturally  this  places  the  prazo-holder  in  the  position  of  an 
universal  provider,  and  effectually  cuts  the  ground  from  beneath 
the  feet  of  the  European  and  British  Indian  merchants.  Formerly, 
of  course,  the  natives  were  at  liberty  to  buy  and  sell  where  the} 
would,  and  the  bulk  of  the  goods  imported  into  the  district  from 
Europe  and  India  found  their  way  from  the  European  merchants 
to  the  British  Indian  traders,  and  from  the  latter  into  the  hands  oi 
the  consumer.  It  will,  therefore,  be  understood  how  seriousl) 
restricted  the  operations  of  these  two  classes  have  now  become. 

Turning  to  the  question  of  actual  imports,  no  precise  import*, 
official  information  is  obtainable  as  to  the  quantities  or  countries 
of  origin  of  any  specific  articles,  but  from  what  can  be 
gleaned  from  other  sources  the  contributions  of  Portugal  to  thr 
needs  of  the  province  consist  in  wines,  spirits,  tobacco,  preserve<l 
fraits,  and  a  very  inferior  quality  of  boots  and  shoes,  which  are  in 
great  demand  among  the  labourers,  clerks,  and  others  by  reason  ol 
their  extreme  cheapness.  From  Manchester  and  Germany  como 
cottons,  both  plain  and  printed,  in  pieces  of  12,  24,  and  48  yards, 
with  widths  of  34  and  36  inches ;  the  prazo-holders  buy  largely 
the  rougher  cottons  from  Bombay,  the  Manchester  article  being  too 
expensive  and  yielding  too  small  a  margin  of  profit.  White  cotton 
sheetings  are  considerably  in  demand ;  they  come  for  the  most 
part  from  India  in  lengths  of  24  and  48  yards,  with  a  width  ol 
36  inches.  Referring  to  English  cottons,  it  is  confidently  stated 
that  if  this  article,  both  in  the  printed  and  plain  varieties,  could  Ix 
produced  in  a  quality  which  could  be  sold  about  10  or  15  per  cent 
cheaper,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  would  at  once  enter  into  success- 
ful competition  with  the  goods  of  this  class  now  so  largely  im- 
ported from  Switzerland  and  Bombay. 
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UmbrellM.  One  of  the  most  striking  peculiarities  of  the  native  of  this 

portion  of  Africa  is  his  partiality  for  umbrellas.  In  order  to 
satisfy  his  craving  in  this  direction  very  cheap  umbrellas  reach 
this  coast  from  India,  but  although  the  price  at  which  they  are 
placed  in  the  purchaser's  hands  is  only  about  Is.  9d,  he  is  often 
heard  to  complain  that  even  this  apparently  small  sum  places 
the  luxury  of  shade  at  times  beyond  his  reach.  It  is  thought, 
therefore,  that  if  any  enterprising  firm  at  home  found"  itself  in 
a  position  to  produce  sunshades  at  a  slightly  cheaper  price  they 
should  meet  with  a  large  and  ready  sale. 

SbswU.  Coloured  shawls  in   pairs,  and   also  in  pieces  of    12  and  24 

yards,  with  a  width  of  46  inches,  come  in  large  quantities  from 
Bombay,  and  are  sold  at  a  cost  to  the  purchaser  of  2«.  per  shawl ; 
there  are  also  inferior  qualities  of  the  same  lengths  but  only 
about  32  inches  wide,  which  are  retailed  locally  at  from  Is.  to 
Is.  6d.  each.  The  sizes  mentioned  are  those  to  which  the  native 
mind  has  accustomed  itself,  and  any  departure  therefrom  would, 
as  experience  has  shown,  greatly  imperil  the  sale  of  the  article. 
It  is  extraordinarily  difficult  to  strike  the  native  taste,  which 
appears  to  be  eternally  yearning  for  novelty  in  design  or 
colouring.  As  an  instance  of  this  characteristic  it  might  be 
mentioned  that  a  local  firm  which  sold,  in  almost  a  few  days,  an 
immense  quantity  of  red  and  yellow  shawlings,  and,  encouraged 
by  the  reception  of  their  goods,  ordered  a  further  stock  of  the 
same  article,  found  to  their  dismay  that  the  second  consignment 
on  arrival  was  no  longer  saleable.  While  the  native  mind  is 
preoccupied  with  some  extravagantly  gorgeous  design  a  large  and 
continuous  sale  is  assured  for  some  months  at  least,  but  the  diffi- 
culty is  to  produce  an  article  which  exercises  this  effect  upon 
him. 

The  manner  in  which  goods  are  procured  from  Europe  by  the 
firm  or  prazo-holder  importing  is  through  some  agent  or  buyer, 
who  makes  up  sample  cases,  the  contents  of  which  are  shown  to 
the  consumers,  and  the  article  which  excites  the  most  admiration 
is  ordered  in  quantity. 

Cheap  pottery,  delf,  and  hardware  reach  these  coasts  in  con- 
siderable quantities  from  India,  while  similar  goods  of  slightly 
Buperior  quality  are  shipped  from  Germany.  Building  material 
is  imported  from  Great  Britain  with  the  exception  of  tiles,  bricks, 
and  cement,  which  are  obtained  from  Marseilles  and  Norway. 

Bxporta.  The  exports,  in  which  an  appreciable  decrease  in  value  over 

last  year  will  be  noted,  consist  of  rubber,  ground-nuts,  beeswax, 
copra,  and  a  little  ivory  and  calumba  root.  It  is  believed  that 
the  export  of  rubber,  which  is  principally  shipped  to  Germany 
and  Holland,  is  largely  increasing  from  year  to  year,  and  it  is 
thought  that  this  article  will  become  a  more  and  more  valuable 
source  of  profit  as  the  extensive  districts  in  the  north  of  Zambesid 
are  opened  up  to  commerce.  The  output  of  ground-nuts,  which 
find  their  way  almost  exclusively  to  Marseilles  and  Hamburg,  has 
been  rather  scanty  for  two  reasons ;  the  first  being  a  somewhat 
unproductive  season,  and  the  second  their  large  local  consumption 
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in  the  manufacture  of  soap  and  oil  by  a  French  company  called 
the  **  Huileries  et  Savonneries  de  Mozambique,"  which,  as  reported 
by  me  last  year,  has  established  itself  in  this  town.  Although 
considerable  activity  has  been  displayed  by  this  association,  and 
the  commodities  which  it  will  doubtless  shortly  furnish  in  large 
quantities  are  now  being  daily  produced,  it  has  not  been  in  exist- 
ence sufficiently  long  to  enable  its  operations  to  have  had  any 
influence  on  the  export  trade  of  the  port. 

The  number  of  vessels  frequenting  Quilimane  during  the  year  shipping  and 
1899,  as  will  be  seen  by  Table  II,  shows  somewhat  of  an  increase  navigation, 
over  those  arriving  the  previous  year.  At  present  the  Aberdeen 
liiie  of  steamers  from  London  wik  Natal  and  the  Grerman  East 
African  line  from  Hamburg  by  way  of  the  east  coast  may  be 
regarded  hs  providing  the  only  regular  steamship  communication. 
The  Messageries  Maritimes  Company,  however,  are  at  the 
present  time  trying  rather  an  interesting  experiment  which 
should  have  the  effect  of  infusing  a  little  healthy  competition  into 
the  somewhat  go-as-you-please  fashion  which  at  present 
characterises  the  movements  of  steamers.  They  are  sending  a 
small  but  well-found  coasting  boat  to  visit  Quilimane,  Chinde, 
Inhambane,  and  the  smaller  ports,  with  the  intention  of  collecting 
therefrom  passengers  and  cargo  for  connection  at  Mozambique  and 
Beira  with  their  ocean  steamers.  Should  they  find  sufficient  in- 
ducement to  continue  this  arrangement,  of  which  there  appears  to 
be  little  doubt,  it  would  certainly  have  the  effect  of  quickening 
the  somewhat  tardy  steps  of  those  companies  whose  steamers 
have  up  to  the  present  too  lightly  regarded  the  convenience  of 
passengers  and  shippers.  The  German  East  African  line  is  also 
said  to  have  a  large  steamer  in  course  of  construction  which  is 
intended  for  the  east  coast  service. 

The  landing  arrangements  continue  in  the  same  unsatisfactory  Lmdimr 
condition  ;  cargo  being  shipped  and  brought  ashore  in  old,  clumsy,  BiraiiL'.mcnty. 
wooden  lighters,  and  often  great  difficulty  is  experienced,  especi- 
ally in  the  rainy  season,  when  the  current  assumes  a  dangerously 
rapid  rate. 

The  entrance  to  the  Quilimane  Riier  (or  the  River  of  "  Boas  Buovinjr  mni 
Signaes  "  as  it  is  charted)  is  now  weU  luoyed  ;  some  months  ago  learf'"gn»«rk». 
the  authorities  obtained  from  Portugal  a  small  gunboat  capable  of 
entering  most  of  the  rivers  and  inlets,  and  since  its  arrival  more 
care  has  undoubtedly  been  lavished  upon  the  necessary  task  of 
buoying  the  various  channels.  The  leading  shore  marks  are  also 
considered  reliable.  A  well-constructed  and  powerful  white  light 
shows  the  entrance  to  the  river,  and  is  visible,  it  is  said,  at  a 
distance  of  16  miles.  In  case  of  necessity,  however,  pilots  are 
always  obtainable  at  a  moderate  cost. 

No  census  has  been  taken  this  year.  The  number  ofCo-us. 
Europeans  can  scarcely  have  varied  much,  whilst  the  natives  have 
probably  diminished  owing  to  the  large  numbers  sent  down  to 
work  in  South  Africa,  and  the  possibly  still  greater  immbers 
which  have  crossed  the  Anglo-Portuguese  border  and  settled 
down  in  British  territory. 
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The  cost  of  local  labour,  which  is  shown  in  Table  III,  although 
showing  an  upward  tendency,  has  not  as  yet  materially  altered. 

No  additions  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  telegraphic 
communication,  which  continues  in  an  unsatisfactory  and 
unreliable  state  owing  to  the  incompetence  of  the  native 
operators.  It  often  takes  several  days  to  obtain  a  reply  from 
places  not  more  than  30  or  40  miles  away,  and  no  care  is 
displayed  in  the  transcription  of  messages,  which  are  often  almost 
illegible.  Moreover,  breakdowns  and  interruptions  are  frequent, 
due  to  the  faulty  construction  of  the  lines  and  the  casual  manner 
in  which  repairs  are  executed. 

About  four  mails  a  month  are  delivered  in  Quilimane,  and 
altogether  the  postal  department  appears  to  be  carefully  managed. 

In  conclusion,  if,  in  the  near  future,  the  administration  finds 
itself  in  a  position  to  remove  or  modify  some  of  the  crushing 
difficulties  under  which  business  men  in  Quilimane  are  at  present 
labouring,  it  is  possible  that  the  commerce  of  the  town  may 
gradually  i-evive ;  but  it  is  evident  that,  while  this  rich  and  fertile 
country  is  left  without  greater  supervisiop,  the  stagnation,  which 
in  the  past  few  years  in  ever-increasing  degree  has  paralysed  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  this  port  and  district,  must  continue  to 
make  itself  more  and  more  disastrously  felt. 


Table  I. — Showing  Values  of  Imports  and  Exports  at  Quilimane 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Year. 

Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1899 
1898 

Increase,  1899 
Decieaete,  1899 

£ 

117,985 

67,667 

£ 
66,051 
71,638 

50,878 

•• 

6,482 

Table  II.- 


-Return  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Quilimane 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Sailing.               I               Steam. 

Total. 

Nationalitj. 

1  Number  of 
VeiMli. 

1 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Brttlrh      1          »6 

Oerman     

Arab         ...        ...1          20 

French      ' 

Portogneie         ...i           6 

»,oa9 

1,671 
"289 

24 

48 

*1 
9* 

16,956 
49,986 

1V52O 
S.869 

60 
48 
20 
1 
15 

19,995 

49,986 

1,671 

1,520 

S,628 

Total ;          C2 

4,999 

82 

71,801 

144 

76,800 

*  Eight  of  these  are  small  Portuguese  gunboats. 
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Saitin»{. 

Steam.                                Total. 

Nationality. 

Nnmber  of 
Vessel*. 

1                  1                  : 
T,v«.          Number  of  •      -,^„„        '  Number  of 
To»»-       1     Veusels.    |      ^onB.            ^^^^^ 

Tons. 

Brirish       

German     

Arab         

French      

Portnffuese 

S7 
*20 
"*5 

8,21S 

1,671 

248 

24 

48 

9 

16,956                   61 

49,986      ;            48 

!            20 

1,520                     1 

8,339       1             14 

20,169 

49,986 

1,671 

1,520 

8,682 

Total 

62                 *,ri7       1            82 

71,801       1           144 

76,928 

Table  III. — Showing  Eateb  of  Wages. 

Description  of  Labour. 

Amount.' 

1 

From— 

To— 

£    s. 

£    *. 

European  skilled  labour 

Per  month     . . 

12    0 

20    0 

Indian            „           „ 

11             •  • 

3     0 

5     0 

.  Native            „ 

Per  week 

0  7     ; 

0  15 

„      blacksmiths 

i»            •  • 

0  17           1 

1     2 

„      labourers  (local) 

Per  month    . . 

0  11          1 

0  12 

„             „         (from  interior) 

t> 

0     3           1 

0     6 

„      house  servants  , . 

«t             •  • 

0     5 

0  10 

Zanzibari  servants 

»             •  • 

0  15           1 

1 

1     5 

Table  IV. — Showing  Priacipal  Business  Houses. 


Name. 

Wm.  Philippi  and  Co.  . . 

Fried  rich  Sclieel. . 

De  Oost  Af  rikaansche  Maatschappij  . . 

Oswald  Hoffman  and  Co.         ..  •• 

Deuss  Vertin  and  Co.    . .  . .  • . 

Correa  Carvalho  and  Co. 

Companha  de  Zambezia 

Huileries  et  Savonneries  de  Mozambique 

Damodar  Anandji         .  •  . .  .  • 

Hadji  Taib  Hadji  Suliman 

Esaak  Adam       .  •         . .         .  •         .  • 


Nationality. 


Germau  ^ 

German 

Dutch 

Portuguese 

German 

Portuguese 

Portuguese 

Frencn 

British  Indian 

British  Indian 

British  Indian 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Beirafor  the  Year  1899 

* 

By  Mr.  Consul  McAIaster.  .  » 

(BeoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  April  26, 1900.) 

The  trade  of  the  Port  of  Beira  for  the  yeai-  1899  again  shows  a  lutroduotory. 
marked  falling-ofT  from  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  value  of 
goods  imported  has  considerably  diminished,  the  total  value  of 
imports  (547,633/.),  as  shown  in  Table  A,  indicates  a  decrease 
of  363,530/.  from  the  year  1898.  This  decrease  was  anticipated 
in  the  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1898,  wherein 
it  was  stated  that  the  stocks  in  the  hands  of  importers  and 
in  bond  on  that  date  amounted  to  some  400,000/.,  and  that 
the  result  of  such  over-importation  would  be  severely  felt  in 
1899.  This  was  the  case  from  January  to  September,  but  the 
customs  returns  for  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  show  a  con- 
siderable improvement  and  return  of  trade,  partly  caused,  no 
doubt,  by  the  war  in  South  Africa,  and  the  consequent  interrup- 
tion of  railway  carriage  from  South  African  ports  td  Ehodesia. 

The  end  of  the  year  1900  should  show  a  very  great  increase  of 
trade  at  this  port;  the  opening  of  the  railway  to  Salisbury,  its 
extension  to  Gwelo  and  Buluwayo,  the  importation  of  machinery, 
the  opening  of  and  satisfactory  returns  from  the  mining  districts 
of  Manica  and  Rhodesia,  with  the  necessary  sequence  of  increase 
of  population,  will  all  materially  tend  to  this  result.  As  to  the 
countries  of  origin  of  the  various  imports,  no  complete  statistics 
are  available  at  present  beyond  the  values  of  those  from  Portugal 
(64,046/.),  the  total  value  from  all  other  countries  being  483,587/. 
But  there  is  no  doubt,  taking  the  statistics  of  the  first  nine  months 
of  the  year,  that  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  value  of  imports  should 
be  credited  to  the  British  Empire. 

Of  the  goods  imported  in  transit  for  Khodesia,  valued  at 
179,893/.,  articles  to  the  value  of  159/.  cnme  from  Portugal 
and  to  the  value  of  179,734/.  from  all  other  countries,  of  which  it 
is  calculated  that  two-thirds  can  be  credited  to  the  Britisli 
Empire. 

The  value  of  exports  (28,495/.)  for  the  year  under  review  shows  Kxporu. 
a  decrease  of  2,611/.  against  the  returns  for  the  previous  year ; 
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this  is  accounted  for  by  the  large  difiei-eacs  iu  the  auiouQt  of 
bar  gold  exported.  In  1898  gold  to  the  value  of  11,167/.  was 
shipped,  and  only  3,735/.  in  1899.  The  Pardy  mines,  from  which 
most  of  last  year's  export  of  bar  gold  came,  have  be'^n  practically 
closed  down  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

The  value  of  rubber  exported  shows  a  good  increase  as  com- 
pared with  1898,  the  respective  amounts  being  9,730/.  and  3,441/. 
Wax  shows  a  decrease,  the  values  being  670/.  in  1899,  as  against 
1,245/.  the  previous  year. 

Table  B  gives  the  quantity  and  values  of  the  principal  articles 
of  export  from  the  port  of  Beira  during  the  year  1899. 

The  total  tonnage  of  imports,  exports,  &c.,  is  shown  in  Table  C. 
The   value  of  goods  entering  Beira  in   transit  to  Rhodesia 
(179,893/.)   shows   an   increase  of  3,287/.   over  importations   in 
1898. 

Table  D  gives  a  list  of  the  principal  general  importing  firms  in 
the  district.  The  British  Indian  storekeeper  still  continue  to 
obtain  a  good  proportion  of  the  retail  and  a  little  of  the  wholesale 
trade  of  the  district ;  they  are  content  with  smaller  profits,  and  as 
their  expenses  are  considerably  less  than  tliose  of  Europeans, 
they  can  easily  afford  to  sell  at  cheaper  rates. 

During  the  year  a  public  meeting  was  called  at  Beira,  when  it 
was  decided  to  approach  the  Mozambique  Company  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  further  taxation  on  licences,  imports,  and  ground  rents ; 
the  amount  so  realised  to  be  devoted  to  hardening  the  roads, 
sanitation,  and  other  municipal  works.  It  was  estimated  that 
the  sum  so  raised  would  amount,  in  five  years,  to  some  70,000/. 
This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  taxation  was  put  into  force,  but  up 
to  the  present  nothing  has  been  done  beyond  calling  for  tenders. 
In  Table  E  is  shown  a  summary  of  the  cost  of  licences  and 
additional  import  duties. 

Tenders  have  been  called  for  in  Ix)ndon,  Lisbon,  and  Paris 
for  the  erection  of  an  electric  plant  for  lighting  the  town 
and  future  power  for  tramways,  &c.  The  hardening  of  the  roads 
is  a  difficult  scheme,  inasmuch  as  the  roads  at  present  are  nothing 
but  soft  sea-sand.  The  expense  will  be  very  heavy  owing  to  the 
total  absence  of  stone  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  which  stone  will 
liave  to  be  brought  from  some  distance.  It  will  be  therefore  some 
time  before  the  work  is  started,  and  in  the  meantime  the  present 
means  of  locomotion  (hand  trolleys  pushed  by  natives  over  a 
Decauville  line;  will  be  continued. 

Several  large  buildings  of  a  better  and  more  substantial  type, 
uf  brick  with  tiled  roofs,  have  been  constructed.  The  cost  of 
labour,  however,  together  with  material  and  the  high  prices  paid 
for  building  sites,  still  tend  to  keep  up  the  high  rentals  demanded 
lor  such  buildings,  the  amount  demanded  being  from  60/.  to  72/. 
per  room  per  annum. 

Another,  and  perhaps  more  reasonable,  cause  for  high  rents  is 
I  he  general  feeling  of  insecurity  of  the  town  owing  to  the  in- 
cursions of  the  sea.  The  sea-wall  mentioned  in  the  report  of  1898 
has  served  in  a  measure  to  protect  a  part  of  the  town,  but  it  is  not 
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sufficiently  liigh  to  give  complete  security ;  and  from  beyond  the 
points  where  the  wall  at  present  ends  its  absence  is  a  steady 
menace  to  the  safety  of  land  and  buildings,  and  even  of  the  town 
itself.  The  sea  at  particularly  high  tides  having  during  the  year 
washed  away  several  buildings  and  completely  destroyed  the 
sites  upon  which  they  stood  by  washing  away  the  sand,  and  the 
ground  is  consequently  covered  by  the  sea  at  every  high  tide. 

The  extension  of  the  Mashonaland  Eailway  line  from  TJmtali  RaUwajf* 
to  Salisbury  on  the  Cape  Government  gauge  was  completed  and  Umtali  u 
handed  over  by  the  contractors,  Messrs.  PauIiDg  and  Co.,  Limited,  of  SftiUbuiy.     . 
London,  on  May  23, 1899.    The  widening  of  the  narrow  gauge  of  the 
Beira  Railway  to  Umtali  by  the  same  contracters  was  commenced 
in  May,  and  has  been  completed  to  within  100  miles  of  Beira,  and 
will,  it  is  hoped,  be  carried  right  through  by  the  end  of  April, 
1900.     The  new  iron   bridge  spanning  the    Pungwe   River    at 
Fontesvilla  has  also  been  completed.     The  distance  from  Beira  to 
Umtali,  formerly  222J  miles,  will  be  reduced  to  205  miles,  thus 
saving  time  and  expense  in  working. 

A  substantial  reduction  in  freights  was  made  in  June— viz.,  a 
reduction  of  1/.  per  ton  on  all  classes  of  goods.  In  addition  to 
this,  machinery,  corrugated  iron,  provisions,  and  all  general 
merchandise  which  was  previously  carried  either  at  40  cubic  feet, 
or  2,000  Iba  to  the  ton,  is  now  conveyed  at  gross  weight. 

Tables  F  gives  the  present  rates  of  freight. 

The  widening  of  the  gauge  through  to  Umtali  will  greatly 
facilitate  and  quicken  the  transport  of  passengers  and  goods  from 
this  port  to  Rhodesia,  and  although  the  proposed  through  rates  of 
freight,  as  given  in  Table  6,  are  not  a  great  reduction  from  those 
over  the  narrow  gauge,  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  future,  as  traffic 
increases,  they  may  be  still  further  reduced  to  compete  with  the 
South  African  lines. 

The  construction  of  the  line  from  Salisbury  to   Gwelo  and  Salisbury  to 
Buluwayo,  a  distance  respectively  of    150  and    300   miles,  has  ^^eio  and 
already  been  started,  and  would    have  been    completed,  it  was  ^"^"''*y**- 
hoped,  by  the  end  of  1900,  but  owing  to  delays  arising  from  the 
war  in  South  Africa,  it  will  be   probably   March,  1901,  before 
through  traffic  between   this  port   and    Buluwayo    is    effected. 
The  completion  of   this  line,  provided  that  the  rates  of  freight 
are  proportionate  to  those  in  South  Africa,  will  do  much  for  this 
district  and  port,  as  this  would  undoubtedly  become  the  main  port 
of  entry  for  Rhodesia. 

Table  G  gives  the  present  local  rates  of  freight  in  comparison  Traffic 
with  those  of  the  Cape  Government  railways.     The  total  quantity  Beira  i.j 
of  goods  carried  over  the  line  from  Beira  to  Umtali  during  the  Umtali. 
year  amounted  to  41,835^  tons,  as  compared  with  35,523  tons  in 
1898,  the  former  amount  of  tonnage  being  made  up  of  10,576^ 
tons  of  general  nierch.'indise,  28,183  tons  of  railway  material  for 
construction,  and  3,076  tons  of  material  for  maintenance.     A»  in 
previous  years,  the  down  freight  from  Umtali  has  been  very  smalU 
the  quantity  carried  during  the  year  under  report  only  amounting 
to  21^  tons,  and  a  few  truck  loads  of  live-stock. 
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The  average  number  of  goods  trains  per  diem  between  Bebu 
and  Umtali  has  been  eight,  with  two  mail  and  passenger  tiuins 
per  week.  The  through  service  was  interrupted  for  various 
periods,  amounting  in  all  to  60  days  during  the  year,  by  wash- 
outs, damage  to  culverts,  &c.,  caused  by  the  heavy  rainfall  and 
the  nature  of  the  ground  over  which  the  line  runs. 

The  large  quantity  of  sleepers  and  material  carried  over  the 
line  for  its  reconstruction  has  in  no  way  impeded  the  ordinary 
goods  traffic,  but  the  rolling  stock  has  been  taxed  to  the  utmost. 

The  average  number  of  men  employed  on  the  railway  per  diem 
during  the  year,  in  construction  and  maintenance,  has  been  350 
Europeans  and  2,000  natives.  The  health  of  these  men  has 
distinctly  improved  compared  to  previous  years,  and  the  flat  and 
swampy  country  through  which  the  line  runs  for  a  considerable 
distance,  will  become  less  malarial  and  unhealthy  as  the  sur- 
rounding country  becomes  opened  up  and  drained.  The  hospital, 
established  by  the  company  and  contractors,  and  situated  on  an 
elevated  position  some  100  miles  from  Beira,  has,  by  its  timely  aid 
and  care  for  the  sick,  tended  to  considerably  reduce  the  high 
death-rate  of  former  years. 

Considerable  facility  for  the  transit  of  goods  has  recently  been 
granted  by  the  British  South  Africa  Company  by  the  declaration 
of  Salisbury  as  a  port  of  entry,  as  much  delay  and  expense  was 
occasioned  by  the  former  customs  examination  at  Umtali,  and  by 
the  railway  authorities  refusing  to  book  goods  further  than  Umtali 
or  Trans-Iievue,  where  the  transit  seals  from  Beira  were  broken. 
When  the  broad  gauge  system  is  completed  through  from  Beira, 
it  would  still  further  facilitate  transit  if  the  British  South  Africa 
Company  could  arrange  with  the  Mozambique  Company  to  have 
their  customs  offices  at  this  port,  and  collect  the  duties  here. 

The  Salisbury  to  Gwelo  and  Buluwayo  extension  will  be  much 
delayed,  the  earthwork  is  nearly  finished,  but  until  the  war  is  over 
it  is  impossible  to  pass  railway  material  to  Rhodesia  through  Por- 
tuguese territory,  considerable  delay  had  already  taken  place 
owing  to  the  want  of  material  for  the  railway  works  in  general, 
owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  inability  of  British  steel  manufacturers 
to  complete  their  contracts  on  account  of  the  large  number  of 
orders  in  hand. 

No  work  has  yet  been  undertaken  towards  the  construction  of 
the  Beira-Sena  Eailway  by  the  concessionnaires  or  by  the  Mozam- 
bique Company.  This  line,  once  completed,  would  tap  a  very 
fertile  area  of  the  Zambesi,  and  would  attract  further  trade  to  this 
port. 

A  census  of  the  population  resident  in  Beira  was  taken  on 
December  31,  1899,  the  result  of  which  is  shown  in  Table  H. 
Compared  with  the  similar  return  for  the  previous  year,  the 
European  population  of  1,467  has  increased  by  295,  the  increase 
being  made  up  principally  from  Portuguese,  British,  and  Greek 
nationalities.  A  great  decrease  in  the  number  of  Chinese  and 
negroes  is  seen. 

The  census  return,  though  not  as  complete  as  could  be  wished, 
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is,  however,  the  most  approximate  register  of  the  population  at 
this  port  that  has  yet  been  made.  Of  the  total  of  residents,  the 
officials,  police,  and  employes  of  the  Mozambique  Company  number 
242 ;  merchants,  133 ;  and  their  assistcuits,  288.  There  is  in  the 
district,  in  addition  to  the  number  shown  in  the  return,  a  fairly 
large  population  resident  at  Macequece  and  other  towns,  and  along 
the  railway  line  between  here  and  the  borders  of  Bhodesia. 

The  Chiveve  reclamation  and  embankment  scheme  has  made  ^l^lio '^orki. 
considerable  progress,  and  is  nearing  completion.     The  work  of  OhireTt- 
filling  in  this  creek  with  sand,  and  the  construction  of  a  quay  ''^l«°i»fc»on 
wall  along  one  bank  of  its  channel,  left  open  for  water  traffic  ^^ 
(vide  Beira  Consular  report,  1898),  a  concession  ceded    to    the 
South  East  Africa  Company  (French),  has  given  employment  to 
a  large  number  of  Europeans  and  natives.     Of  a  distance  of  con- 
crete wall  and  quay,  which  when  completed  will  be  400  metres  in 
length,  360  J  metres  are  finished,  and  the  reclamation  of  the  80,000 
square  metres  of  land  should  be  completed  in  April  next.     The  land 
so  reclaimed  is  selling  at  high  prices,  as  much  as  6/.  per  square 
metre  having  been  paid  for  the  best  sites.     Some  delay  iu  the  con- 
struction of  the  quay  wall  was  occasioned  by  the  subsidence  of  a 
portion  of  it  for  a  distance  of  30  metres. 

The  filling  up  of  this  creek,  formerly  a  bed  of  malaria-causing 
mud,  has  tended  to  the  material  improvement  of  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Beira,  and  has  in  addition  largely  increased  the  very 
limited  building  area. 

Table  J  gives  the  total  shipping  of  this  port  for  the  year.  The  Shipping, 
proportion  of  British  steam  vessels  to  the  total  is  a  little  less 
than  half,  but  the  total  of  British  vessels  visiting  the  port  has 
slightly  decreased,  caused  no  doubt  by  the  demand  at  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  for  steamers  for  the  transport  of  troops  to  South 
Africa.  The  total  tonnage  of  vessels  of  all  nations  calling  at  Beira 
during  the  year  under  report  is  some  70,000  tons  less  than  the 
previous  year. 

The  total  of  incoming  passengei-s  was  3,636,  nearly  1,000  less 
than  the  previous  year,  and  the  number  of  outgoing  passengers 
amounted  to  2,577,  some  1,500  less  than  iu  1898. 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  the  lines  of  steamers  calling  at 
the  port,  though  considerable  irregularity  and  delays  have  occurred 
with  some,  owing  to  delays  at  South  African  ports  and  the  demand 
for  vessels  caused  by  the  war.  No  changes  have  been  made  in 
landing  rates,  and  freights  remain  unaltered. 

In  the  month  of  October  a  large  hulk  was  purchased  by  the  (Quarantine 
Mozambique  Company,  and  converted  into  a  quarantine  station  ^tit^'on- 
with  all  the  latest  improvements  and  appliances  for  disinfection 

The  frequent  changes  of  the  buoys  marking  the  channel  into  Maikin^of 
the  port,  the  want  of  a  lightship  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  cliati"«l. 
and  the  inaccuracy  of  the  only  chart  available  for  the  port  of 
Beira,   all   tend  to  make  navigation   difficult,   if    not    insecure 
Frequent  complaints    are    made    by   officers   commanding    Her 
Majesty's  ships  and  masters  ot  merchant  vessels  of   the  above 
mentioned  obstacles  to  navigation.     The  attention  of  the  Cojupan  v 
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has  been  frequently  drawn  to  these  detects,  and  it  is  proposed,  with 
the  sanction  of  the  board  of  directors,  to  place  a  lightship  at  the 
enOraiice  of  the  harbour. 

There  is  very  little  demand  for  labour  here  at  present ;  the 
railway  has  sufficient  men  to  complete  the  work  in  hand,  and  the 
influx  of  workmen  from  Rhodesia  and  the*  Transvaal,  caused  by  the 
d^ression  of  trade  and  the  war,  has  flooded  the  labour  market, 
and  caused  much  distress.  Many  of  the  worst  cases  have  been 
housed,  fed,  and  sent  to  other  parts  at  the  expense  of  the  Mansion 
House  Fund  and  the  local  Benevolent  Society.  All  immigration 
of  the  working  classes  should  be  discouraged  at  present. 

Native  labour,  though  a  little  more  abundant  than  in  former 
years,  is  still  insufficient,  and  it  is  proposed  to  form  a  labour 
bureau  to  procure  labour  sufficient  for  local  wants,  and,  by  the  aid 
of  the  local  authorities,  make  some  regulations  for  a  regular 
supply,  and,  by  registration,  ensure  fair  treatment  on  the  part  of 
employer  and  employed. 

The  telegraph  service  from  this  port  to  Europe  was  much 
better  until  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  when  all  communica- 
tion with  South  Africa  and  Europe  was  cut  off;  the  only 
means  of  corresponding  with  the  outside  world  being  at  present 
through  Delagoa  Bay  from  here  by.  j)ost  or  by  the  despatch 
boat  once  a  week  chartered  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  that 
purpose.  The  Eastern  Telegraph  Company  was  approached  during 
the  year  to  furnish  an  estimate  of  their  proposed  charge  for  con- 
necting t^is  port  with  their  cable  at  Mozambique  or  Delagoa  Bay, 
the  annual  subsidy  of  8,000?.  was  asked,  together  with  all  the 
moneys  collected  for  the  despatch  of  messages.  It  was  felt  by  the 
local  Chamber  of  Commerce  that  this  sum  was  far  beyond  the 
means  of  the  country,  and  the  question  was  dropped. 

The  average  rate  of  exchange  during  the  year  in  this  district 
was  5,900  reis  equals  1/. 

The  arbitrary  rate  of  4,500  reis  to  the  IZ.  sterling  is  still 
enforced  by  the  Mozambique  Company  in  payment  of  licences, 
customs  duties,  taxes,  and  postage,  &c. 

The  planting  of  india-rubber  and  cocoanut  trees  haa  been 
seriously  taken  up  in  the  district,  and  should  in  course  of  time 
become  a  thriving  and  profitable  industry,  the  soil  and  climate 
being,  in  the  opinion  of  experts,  all  that  can  be  desired.  The 
cultivation  of  economic  plants  and  trees  in  the  valleys  of  the 
Zambesi,  Buzi,  and  Sabi  Rivers  has  been  an  industry  too  long 
neglected.  The  fertility  of  the  soil  and  its  capacity  to  give  good 
returns  for  capital  expended  has  been  long  recognised,  but  until 
quite  recently  entirely  neglected  on  a  large  scale. 

A  large  concession  of  land  has  been  given  in  the  Sabi  Valley, 
where  it  is  intended  to  cultivate  the  Landolphia  vine,  a  creeper 
yielding  rubber  freely,  and  in  parts  where  this  vine  is  already 
indigenous  and  growing  in  large  quantities  it  is  proposed  to  plant 
and  cultivate  the  Hevea  Brasiliensis,  the  reputed  premier  rubber 
yielding  p.'ant,  and  from  which  the  true  *•  Para  "  rubber  is  extracted. 
The  Kickxia  variety  is  also  being  tried  on  the  Zambesi  and  Buzi 
Rivers. 
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Other  industries  of  recent  date  in  this  district  are  the  xew 
nirinufacture  of  dynamite  and  other  explosives  for  mining  purposes,  industries. 
ill  id  the  manufacture  of  bricks  and  tiles  of  all  forms.  A  Cold 
bturagti  Company  has  been  formed,  and  machinery  imported  for 
the  purpose,  This,  with  its  regular  supply  of  ice  and  imported 
meats,  fish,  vegetables,  Ac,  will  tend  greatly  to  better  the  con- 
ditions of  life  at  Beira,  and  should  also  considerably  lessen  the,  at 
present,  high  cost  of  living. 

The  inadequacy  of  the  local  laws  dealing  with  the  recovery  Recovery  of 
of  debts  and  insolvencies  has  again  been  the  subject  of  much  debt*  Md 
comment,   and    it   is   felt   that    the    laws   at    present    are    not  tai»^rip*^^«»- 
suitable  to  the  commercial  community  of  the  country.    Several 
alterations  or  modifications  are  necessary,  which  would  materially 
assist  and  facilitate  business,  and   at   the   same   time  give  con- 
fidence to  wholesale  shippers  from  Europe  and  the  local  whole- 
sale houses.      The    Beira    Chamber    of   Commerce   has    ali-eady 
approached  the  local  Government  on  this  subject,  and  also  on  the 
subject  of  the  number  of  local  holidays,  which  cause  tlie  business 
community  serious  delays  and  inconvenience. 

A  further  drawback  to  the  advancement  of  trade  is  the  absence  Parcel  poit. 
of  the  advantages  of  the  Postal  Union,  in  the  want  of  parcels  post, 
money  orders  to  and  from  Europe,  and  in  the  differential  rates  of 
postage  by  the  northern  and  southern  routes. 

In  a  recent  report  from  a  competent  authority  on  the  mines  in  Mining, 
the  district,  it  appears  that  although  there  is  not  much  work 
at  present,  there  are  signs  that  a  great  deal  will  be  undertaken 
in  the  near  future.  As  far  as  can  be  judged  from  appearances  and 
the  small  amount  of  work  done  up  to  the  present  in  a  district 
which  is  very  favourably  situated  for  economical  working,  there 
are  some  very  promising  reef  properties.  These  are  within 
six  miles  of  the  railway,  and  have  a  good  supply  of  water.  A 
number  of  alluvial  claims  have  been  pegged  out,  though  from  the 
situation  of  the  valley,  which  is  somewhat  flat,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  they  can  ever  be  worked  on  a  large  scale.  The  closing 
down  of  Pardy's  Mine,  already  referred  to  in  this  report,  has  l)een 
a  disappointment  to  the  district,  as  the  previous  results  of  crush- 
ings  appear  to  have  l)een  satisfactory".  Another  mine  (Danford 
and  liaw's),  which  for  the  work  done  showed  very  good  results, 
has  been  also  closed  down.  An  arrangement,  however,  is  l>eing 
attempted  by  the  creditors  and  claimholders  to  take  over  the 
mine  and  supply  further  working  capital. 

All  persons  holding  farms  conceded  originally  by  the  British  ownership  of 
South  Africa  Company,  and  which  by  the  Vigliani  Award  have  farmi, 
been  included  in  Portuguese  territory  in  this  district,  have  been 
advised  to  apply  to  the  Governor  of  Manica  and  Sofala  at  Beira, 
through  the  nearest  Chief  of  Circumscription,  for  their  respective 
titles,  wliich  will  be  granted  them  under  certain  conditions,  viz. : — 

1.  On  the  production  of  the  titles  received  from  the  British 
South  Africa  Company. 

2.  pn   a  declaration   to   submit  to  Portuguese   law   and  the 
regulations  of  the  Mozambique  Company. 
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3.  On  handing  in  a  sketch  of  the  boundaries  of  the  farm,  with 
all  details  as  to  measurements  and  situation. 

Applications  not  made  before  May  1,  1900,  will  not  be  recog- 
nised, and  the  farms  in  question  will  be  considered  as  abandoned. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  can  hardly  be  said  to  have 
improved,  the  continuous  rain  extending  far  beyond  the  usual 
rainy  season.  With  but  short  intervals  of  excessive  heat,  the  un- 
precedented numbers  of  mosquitoes  and  other  noxious  insects  have 
been  a  combination  tending  to  lay  open  the  human  system  to 
disease.  Numerous  cases  of  "  beri-beri,"  hitherto  unknown  at  this 
port  and  district,  occurred  during  the  year,  many  of  them  ter- 
minating fatally. 

Owing  to  the  excessive  rainfall,  and  consequent  inability  to 
bum  the  long  grass  in  the  district,  no  hunting  parties  visited  Beira, 
this  will  give  the  game  time  to  recover  from  disease  and  the  un- 
warranted slaughter  that  has  at  times  been  wrought  amongst  them 
by  so-called  sportsmen. 

A  number  of  changes  have  occurred  during  the  year  in  the 
administration  of  the  Mozambique  Company  and  its  personnel,  the 
Governor,  Colonel  Gorjao,  after  his  two  years'  service,  having  been 
replaced  by  Councillor  Mey relies  do  Canto,  who  in  previous  years 
occupied  the  tame  position,  and  by  the  appointments  of  Mons. 
Morriseaux,  representing  the  fiiiantial  interests  of  Continental 
shareholders,  as  Director  of  Finance,  and  Lient.-Col.  Arnold, 
D.S.O.,  to  represent  the  interests  of  British  capital,  as  Director  of 
Exploration. 

Among  the  more  important  changes  during  the  year  may  be 
mentioned  the  formation  of  the  "  Beira  Town  Service  Fund,"  and 
the  reconstruction  of  the  Sanitary  Board,  now  formed  of  members 
of  the  local  government  and  residents  of  Beira.  This  board 
has  the  power  to  propose  to  the  local  government  such  works 
and  improvements  of  local  interest  as  may  be  compatible  with  the 
objects  of  the  said  fund,  which  was  specially  created  at  the  request 
of  the  inhabitants,  by  the  increase  of  taxes,  licenses,  and  import 
dues,  for  the  purposes  of  meeting  the  expenses  of  such  services  of 
local  utility  as  are  usually  in  the  hands  of  municipalities  where 
such  exist. 

In  addition,  may  be  mentioned,  the  clearance  of  the  following 
goods  by  declaration,  instead  of  the  previous  method  of  opening 
and  weighing  all  cases,  and  other  details  which  caused  great  delay 
and  expense: — Arms,  candles,  galvanised  iron  and  building 
material,  nails,  preserv^ed  provisions  in  tins  or  boxes,  liquors  in 
bottles,  demijohns,  or  casks,  paints  in  powder  or  mixed,  paraflBn, 
matches,  soap,  all  articles  free  of  duty,  all  goods  of  the  same 
nature  and  quality  contained  in  packages  of  approximately  the 
same  siza 

The  appointment  of  a  thoroughly  competent  mining  engineer  as 
Director  of  Mines  has  been  a  great  boon  to  those  interested  in  the 
mining  industry  of  this  district,  and  a  proper  survey  of  all  claims 
and  adjudication  thereon  has  been  commenced. 

An  improvement  still  much  needed  is  the  erection  of  covered 
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sheds  on  the  lauding  jettv  to  protect  the  Euroj»efins  tinployed 
from  the  sun,  and  the  goods  from  rain  and  heat  The  landing 
lapabilities  of  the  port  compare  very  favourably  with  any  South 
African  Port,  and  are  far  in  advance  of  those  at  l^uren^o  Marques, 
during  one  busy  month  of  the  year  one  landing  company  (the 
largest)  discharged  and  landed  some  14,000  tons  of  cargo,  mostly 
railway  material. 

Table  A. — Value  of  Imports,  Exports,  &c.,  of  the  Port  of  Beira 
during  the  Years  1895-99. 


Value. 


^ew. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Re- 
exports. 

Transit. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1895     .. 

142,170 

22,510 

, , 

142,620 

1896     .. 

..        288,380 

19,700 

, , 

191,460 

1837     .. 

578,530 

35,480 

205,320 

Ih98     .. 

..'      911,163 

31.106 

5,891 

176,606 

1899     .. 

.        547,633 

28,495 

9,791 

179,893    , 

Duties. 

£ 
23.720 
44,330 
64,905 
61,230 
56,512 


Note. — In  the  above  table,  goods  exported  from  bond  are  included  in  both 
exports  and  imports. 

This  return  is  for  the  customs-bouse  of  Beira  alone,  the  returns  for  the  entire 
district  for  1899  not  being  jet  availnbie. 

Table  B.— Value  and  Quantity  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export 
from  Beira  durin<^  the  Years  1899-98. 


Article. 


I     Quantity  in 
1899. 


Value. 


Rubber 

Wax 

Wood 

Ivory 

Qold 

Specie 


1899. 


189a 


Eilus. 
63,461 
10,548 
50,246 
901 
34k 


£ 

9,730 

670 

341 

469 

3,735 

9.517 


£ 
3,441 
1,246 

284 
11,167 
10,392 


Table  C— Tonnage  of  Imports,  Exj)orts,  &c.,  of  the  Port  of  Beira 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Value. 


Year. 


I  Imports. 


1899 
18J»8 


Tons. 
42,785 
52,086 


Re- 
exports. 

Tons. 
325       I 
132       I 


Tiunsit. 

Tons. 
6,4-7 
5,252 


Tran. 
shipuu  nt 

Ton.>. 
6,672 
G,397 


Total. 

Tons. 
56,508 
63,968 
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Table  D. — List  of  Principal  Importdng  Finas,  &c,  at  Beira. 


Natiouaiity. 


Britbh 

British 

Briiuh 

British 

British 

German 

G-erman 

Frenoti 

French 

French 

French 

Portuguese 

Portuguese 


Kame  of  import  firms — 

Hanica  Trading  Corporation,  Ltd.     .  • 

Snter  and  Co 

Wallerstein,  Hirst  and  Co. 

Beira  Engineering  and  Foundry  Co. . . 

Julius  WeU        

Wm.  Philippi  and  Co.  . . 

O.  Hoffmann      .  •         •  •         •  •         .  • 

8ud-£st  Africain  Cie.    . .         • . 

FabreetFils 

Maison  R^is 

G.  Vsghi 

Baposo  and  Co 

Ck>mpanha  da  Zambezi .  • 

Companha  da  Buzi        . .         . ,  Portuguese 

J.  D.  Martini  . .  . .  . .    Italian 

Oost  Af rikaansche  Cie. . .  . .  '  Dutch 

Barth  Bros Swiss 

Damodar  Anangy  . .  British  Indian 

FrangiTan  Bhawandas  and  Co. .         . .         • .    British  Indian 

TaToobSakoor    • ••         ..    British  Indian 

Sakoor  Hajee  Habib      . .         . .         . .         . .  |  British  Indian 

Forwarding  and  commission  agents — 

Glenny  and  Co. 

D.  Cameron. 

Julius  WeiL 

O.  Goldschmidt. 
Landing  companies^ 

Beira  Boating  Company. 

A.  L.  Kidd  and  Co. 
Banks— 

Bank  of  Africa,  Ltd. 

Standard  Bank  of  South  Africa,  Ltd. 
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Table  R — Tariff  of  New  Licenses,  proceeds  to  be  devoted  to 
"Town  Service  Fund." 


1.  OenemlestablishmeaUfor  the  Bale  of  anj  articles,  wholenle  or 

retail,  except  liquor  by  the  glaas,  arms,  ammimitioii,  explosiyes, 
uncut  precious  stones,  gold  or  silver  in  the  rough,  or  amalgam 

2.  Establishments  for  the  «de  of  liquors,  wholesale  or  retail,  but 

not  bv  tiie  glass,  provisions,  hardware,  dyes,  haberdashery, 
perfumery,  tobacco,  boots  and  shoes — 

First  class  •  .  •  . .  ■ 

Second  clas6 

Third  class 

3.  Shops  for  sale  of  millinery,  drapery,  woven  goods,  hats,  boots,  ! 

shoes,  glass,  crockery,  bijouterie,  furniture,  and  utensils — 
First  class 
Second  cla»s      . .  . .  .  •  .  >  .  •         .  •  •  • 

4.  Shops  for  the  sale    of   tobacco,   haberdashery,    perfumery, 

stationery,  natural  and  artificial  flowers,  skins,  native  curios 
and  manufactures,  refreshments  (except  alcoholic  drinks) —    , 

First  class  ! 

Second  class       .  •         . .  . .  | 

5.  Shops  for  the  sale  of  fresh  or  dried  fruits         . .         .  •         •  •  • 

6.  Shops  of   tailors,   shoemakers,  barbers,  working  goldsmiths,  I 

watchmakers,  and  oculists  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  i 

7.  Shops  for  sale  of   spirituous   liauors,   wholesale   (excepting  I 

alcoholic  drinks  locally  prepared) { 

8.  Jewellers,  dealers  in  precious  stones — 

First  class  . .  . .  .  •  . .  .  •         . .  . .  . .  ■ 

Second  class  . .  .  •  . .  .  •  .  •         . .  . .  I 

9.  Bakers  (manufacturing)     .  • 

10.  Butchers 

11.  Sausage-makers       ..         ..  .•  ••         ..  ..         ..i 

12.  Druggists  and  chemists 

18.  Shopa  for  sale  of  arms,  ammunition,  gunpowder,  cartridges,  ' 
dy iiiiin it e,  and  other  explosives  ..  ..  ..  ..         .•' 

14.  IloteU  with  full  privileges — 

Firdt>  class . .  ..  ..  .• 

Second  class  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .  . . , 

Third  class i 

16.  Bestaurants  or  eating-houses,  to   sell  drinks   at  meals  only, 
without  bar  or  billiards,  and  served  by  European  men  or  i 
natives        . .  . .  .1  1 

16.  Ditto        served  in  same  manner,  but  with  bar       .  •  . .  I 

17.  Bar,  with  one  "  barmaid  "  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . ; 

For  each  additional  "  barmaid". .  . «  . .  . .  » 

18.  Bar,  without  **  barmaid  " | 

19.  "  Sleeping-houses  "  not  allowed  to  sell  liquors  . . 

20.  Boarding  and  lodging-houses  (no  bar  or  billiards) — 

First  class. . 
Second  class 

21.  Public  billiard  table  

Each  additional  table      .  •  . .  . .  . .  .  • 

22.  Canteens  for  sale  of  wioe  and  alcoholic  liquore,  proTisions  and 

tobacco  to  Kaifirs — 
First  cla^s 

Second  class       . .          •  • 
Third  class        

23.  Travelling  barbers 

24.  Hawkers  selliug  silks,  silver  goods,  crockery,  and  other  fancy 

goods  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  (per  month; 

26.  Hawkers  pelling  vegetables,  fruits,  ice,  and  iced  drinks  •• 

26.  Photographic  eAtablisbments 


Amount. 
100 


flO 
40 
26 


40 
20 


12 
6 
6 

12 

30 

50 

25 
Free 
Free 

26 

20 


100 
SO 
50 


20 
50 
100 
60 
60 
60 

12 
6 
6 
4 


60 
25 
12 

4 

6 

1 
5 
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Tar[KF  of  N"ew  Licenses,  proceeds  to  be  devoted  to  "Town 
Service  Fund" — continued. 


27.  Sawmills,  shops  of  locksmiths,  carpenters,  masons,  tinsmiths, 

and  gunsmiths      . .  . .         . .  . .         . .         .  • 

28.  Breweries,  manufacturers  of  lemonade  and  afirated  waters — 

First  class  . . 
Second  class 

29.  Ice  factory,  without  anj  other  manufacture  or  industry 
80.  Printing  and  lithographic  works  . . 

31.  Auction  rooms,  in  which  goods  on  consignment  are  sold 

32.  For  each  auction  sale  in  private  house    . .  . .        (per  day) 

33.  Banks  

34.  Money  changing  establishments  . . 

35.  Clubs  and  associations,  with  exception  of  sports,  workmen's 

and  benefit  dubs  . . 

36.  Insurance  companies 

37.  Shipping  and  landing  companies — 

First  class  •  •         .  •         . .  . .         . .  . .         . « 

Second  class 

38.  Companies  or  societies  not  specified,  or  their  agencies — 

First  class  . . 
Second  class 
Third  class.  •         •• 

39.  Lawyers,  solicitors,  Yeterinary  surgeons  . .  . .  •  • 

40.  Doctors  

41.  Sworn  translators    . . 

42.  Surveyors  and  civil  engineers 

43.  Contractors  and  master  builders  — 

First  class  . . 
Second  class 

44.  Official  customs  agents 

45.  Forwarding  agents — 

First  class  . . 
Second  class 

46.  Commission  agents  . . 

47.  Commercial   travellers  with  offices  in  Beira,  or  representing 

foreign  firms,  who  obtain  orders  from,  or  make  contracta 
with,  merchants  in  the  teiTitory,  for  the  supply  of  goods  from 
over  sea 

48.  Ditto         without  local  office  or  representative  in  Beira     . . 

49.  Ditto         per  trip 

49a.  Agents  for  native  labour . . 

50.  Undertakers 

51.  Public  accountants  . . 


Amount. 


£ 

24 

50 

25 

Free 

25 

25 

1 

200 

100 

50 
25 

100 
50 

50 
25 

12 
50 
Free 
12 
20 

20 
12 
10 

30 
20 
15 


75 
50 
25 
50 
12 
10 
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Increased  Import  Due$  to  be  devoted  to  '*  Town  Service  Fund." 


Ariioles. 


Beer 

Common  wine,  in  casks    •. 
„  in  bottles. 

Ali^hoi  of  24''  Oartier      . 
Cognac,  gin,  &c.     •• 

Beads  

Kaffir  hoes  . .         .  • 
Looking-glasses 
Old  nnifonns  and  clothes. 
Cotton  thread,  twisted 
Iron  wire  and  tubes 
Silk  good,  woTen   •• 
Unbleached  cotton  goods. 
Coloured  cotton  goiKLs 
Parasols 


Cartridges  ..         ..         •, 
Leather  belts         .  • 
Wooden  travelling  chests. 
Areca  •• 

Opium        .•         •• 


Per  litre 


Per  kilo. 
Bach.. 
Per  kilo. 


Amount. 


Ad  valorem 


Reis. 
10 
10 
10 
30 
10 
60 

:so 

100 
50 

60 

50 
500 

35 

30 
100 

Per  cent. 
5 

I  5 

I  5 

5 

1  10 


NoTB.^Por  customs  duties  4,500  reis  «  1/. 


Table  F. — Rates  of  Freight  fi-om  Beira  to  Umtali. 

Machinery,  corrugated  iron,  cement,  soft  goods,  provisions,  liquor,  and  general 
merchandise  at  the  rate  of  1#.  per  ton  of  2,000  lbs.  per  mile,  or  hy  measurement,  at 
the  rate  of  40  cubic  feet  per  ton,  at  the  option  of  the  railwav  company. 

Millinery,  mattresses,  furniture,  empty  tanks,  forage,  baths,  woollen  blankets, 
and  rugs  at  the  rate  of  It.  per  ton  of  2,000  lbs.  per  mile,  or  by  measurement,  at  the 
rate  of  60  cubic  feet  per  ton,  at  the  option  of  the  railway  company. 

Timber  at  Is.  per  ton  of  2,000  lbs.  per  mile.  When  timber  is  30  feet  long  or 
over,  it  wiU  be  charged  at  the  rate  of  25  per  cent,  over  this  rate. 

Mining  machinery  at  Is.  per  ton  of  2,000  lbs.  per  mile.  Such  machinery  must, 
however,  be  packed  so  as  to  tiuce  up  as  little  space  as  possible,  in  comparison  to  its 
weight. 

Flour,  meal,  rice,  mealies,  oats,  barley,  and  bran  at  the  rate  of  7d.  per  ton  of 
2,000  lbs.  per  mile. 

Horses,  mules,  donkeys,  and  horned  cattle  at  the  rate  of  9d.  per  head  per  mile. 
If  only  one  animal  is  sent,  requiring  one  truck,  an  extra  charge  of  Is.  per  truck 
per  mile  will  be  made,  and  if  only  two  are  sent,  the  extra  charge  will  be  6d.  per 
truck  per  mile. 

Passenger  fares,  Beira  to  Umtali,  first  class,  SI. ;  natives,  1^.  ISs.  First  class 
passengers  allowed  60  lbs.  of  baggage  free. 

Landing  charges  at  railway  piers,  4«.  per  ton ;  at  jetty,  2s,  per  ton. 
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Table  6.— Fbofosjbd  fiates  of  Freight,  JBeira  to  Umtali,  on 
Completion  of  Through  Traffic  on  Cape  Government  Railway 
Gauge. 

Fkoposed  claasiflcation  of  goods  :— 

rast  oIbm  :  Apothecarj  ware,  billiard  tables,  chemists'  and  druggists'  sundries, 
oollodion,  crockery  (not  carried  loo»e),  djnamito  and  ezplosires,  furniture  and 
household  goods  not  packed  in  cases,  fancy  goods  and  ornaments,  glasi  and 
glassware  iflne),  gunpowder,  hats  in  hat  boxes  or  crates,  iyorj,  jewellery, 
matches  other  thsn  '*  safety,"  musical  instruments,  perfumery,  photo  cameras 
and  accessaries,  pictures,  watches. 
Second  class :  Acids  (carbolic  and  sulphuric),  agricultural  implements,  barrels 

inew,  emp^),  biscuits,  casks  (new,  empty),  chums,  cigars  and  cigarettes,  cloth 
woollen),  confeotioneiy,  cycles  in  cases,  disinfectants,  oraparj  goods  in  general, 
doors  and  door  frames,  dymunite  in  quantities  of  1  ton  or  orer,  furniture  in 
oases,  groceries  in  general,  glass  and  glassware  (common),  iron,  ironwork,  iron- 
mongery, joinery,  leather  and  leather  goods,  mattresses  and  pillows,  oil 
OpAiwffin),  pipes  (earthenware),  spirits  and  wines,  stationeiy,  tiles  (roofing, 
floorings  ftc.)»  tinware,  tobacco,  yehicles  packed  in  cases,  wheelbarrows,  wind- 
miUs,  windows  and  frames,  zincware. 
Third  class :  Asbestos  in  the  rough  or  bags,  ashes  (wood  or  coal),  beer,  bone 
manure,  bones,  bottles  (new,  empty),  bran,  bricks,*  cement,*^  ohaf^*  cinders,^ 
clay  (common,  fire,  or  red),*^  coal,*^  coke,*^  fencing  material  and  posts,*  fire- 
wood,* fiour,  forage,*  fruit  (fresh),  gates  (iron  and  wood  for  fencing),  grain 
and  all  cereals,  granite,*  grayel,*  guano,  hay,  hides,  hops,  horns,  ioC)  iron  (old 
scrap),  galyanified  iron,*  lime  in  bags,  lin  ectton",*  machinery  (mining  and  a^- 
cultural),*  mnnure,*  meal,  pitwood  (minici;  poles),*  potatoes,  printing 
material  and  paper,  rice,  salt  in  bsgs,  saltpetre,  skins,  stone  (dressed  out  not 
polished),*  stone  (undressed),*  tar,  timber  ('n  bulk,  logs,  or  planks),*  trees 
(young  for  planting),  vegetables,  wood  (in  logs,  beam»,  deals,  planks,  boards, 
laths)*  not  more  than  30  feet. 

NoTB. — All  goods  marked  thus  (*),  minimum  6  tons;   smaller  quantities  at 
second  class  rates.    All  articles  not  enumerated  at  second  class  rates. 

Proposed  basis  for  calculation : — 

first  das*,  lOd,  per  ton  per  mile,  plus  b*. 
Second  class,  Sd,  „  „ 

Third  class,  6d,  „  „ 

LiTC-stock : — 

Horses,  mules,  donkcTs,  and  homed  cattle,  1  animal,  9d.  per  mile ;  2  or  more, 
6d.  per  mile.    Sheep,  goats,  and  pigs,  in  small  numbers.  Id.  per  head  per  mile. 
W  Len  sent  in  truck  loads,  special  quotations.    "When  in  crates,  double  parcel 
rates,  at  actual  weight. 
Dogs,  Id,  per  mile  up  to  50  miles,  and  i<2.  for  each  additional  mile. 
4- wheeled  yehicles.  Is.  per  mile  ;  2-wheeled,  6d.  per  mile. 

1.  Cape    Government   Bjilway.      Local    rates    for   distance  of  380  miles    per 

100  lbs.  :— 
Fit  st  class,  7«.  5d, ;  second  class,  Gt.  9d. ;  third  class,  2s.  9d, 

2.  Through  rates.  Cape  Town  and  Port  Eliiabeth  to  Buluwayo : — 

Buluwayo  and  Cape  Town;   distance,  1,360  miles.      First  dass,  1/.  8«.  8d.; 

second  class,  ISt,  Sd. ;  third  class,  13f .  Id. 
Buluwayo  and  Port  Elizabeth;  distance,  1,193  miles,    l^iriit  class,  12.  Is.  9<2.; 

second  class,  17«.  Id. ;  third  class,  lis.  11^. 
3   Through  rates.  Port  Elizabeth  to  Johannesburg  and  Bloemfontein:— 
Port  Elizabeth  to  Joliannesburg ;  718  miles.    First  class,  8s.  Id. ;  second  class, 

6s.  2d. ;  third  class,  5s.  Sd. 
Port  Elizabeth  to  Bloemfontein ;  450  miles.    First  class,  St.  6d. ;  second  dass, 

7s.  4d. ;  third  class,  8s.  4d. 
4.  Proposed  rates,  Beira  to  Salisbury;    distance,  380  miles.    First  class,  15#. ; 

second  class,  12s. ;  third  class,  ds. 
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Table  H.— Census  of  Population  of  Beira,  December  31,  1899. 


Nationalitj. 

Number. 

ToUl. 

Males. 

Females. 

Minors. 

Whites- 

Portuguese   

British          

682 

126 

131 

208 

24 

18 

French          

84 

18 

8 

Greek            

147 

2 

10 

88 

6 

2 

G-erman        ••         ..         •• 

22 

9 

2 

Swiss.,          ..      ,    .. 

9 

8 

, , 

Austrian       ••         ••         •• 

10 

18 

7 

Belgian         

Spanish         

Russian         •• 

11 

1 

2 

16 

8 

•  • 
8 

1 

Dutch           

8 

•  • 

, , 

Norwegian    J 

Brazilian      ..         •• 

6 

4 

"l 

"l 

American 

11 

1 

4 

Turkish         

9 

1 

, , 

Egyptian      

7 

8 

1 

1,467 

Asiatic — 

Portuguese 

British  Indian         ••         •• 

93 

4 

11 

168 

,  ^ 

22 

Chinese         

69 

2 

•• 

869 

Kesroes — 

Portuguese 

British          

1,828 
6 

112 
12 

281 

1 

French          

14 

11 

4 

Egyptian 

1 

,, 

1 

Turkish         

10 

, , 

•  • 

Arabian        

20 

•  • 

•  • 

AbTssinian 

, , 

2 

, , 

2,248 

Half  castes- 

Portuguese  .. 
French          ..         .. 

18 

12 

19 

1 

2 

4 

66 

8^260 

889 

481 

Total     .. 

4,130 

Table  J. — Return  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Beira  during 
the  Year  1899. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Country. 

Number  of 
VeeaelB. 

Begistered 
Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Veesels. 

Begictered 
Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Veeeels. 

Beglitered 
Tonnage. 

United  Kinffdom... 

Germany 

France       .^ 
Portugal 

110 

82 

12 

149,708 

119,606 

78,32« 

4,118 

6 

1 
2 

1 

816 

728 

66 

1,681 

116 
88 
84 

18 

160,024 

120,888 

78  888 

6,699 

Total      

„    for  1898  .. 
„    for  1897  ... 

286 
289 
200 

351,764 
414,048 
267,126 

10 
81 
37 

2,690 
10,661 
16,604 

246 

270 
217 

8M,444 

4J4,604 
282,629 

(562) 
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B^port  on  the  Trade,  Ae.,  of  the  District  of  Inhambanefor  tM 

Tear  1899 

By  Mb.  Vioe-Coksul  Vksmsxm. 

(BeoeiTed  at  Fonign  OffiMi  July  17»  1900.) 

Inhambane,  the  principal  town  of  the  district  of  Inhambane 
in  the  province  of  Mozambique,  Portuguese  East  Africa,  is  situated 
at  a  distance  of  some  240  miles  to  the  north  of  Delagoa  Bay.  It 
is  a  port  principally  known,  throughout  South  Africa  generally, 
for  the  number  of  **  boys  "  it  furnishes  to  the  mines  of  the  Trans- 
vaal, and  in  former  times  to  Eimberley  for  the  diamond  mines. 
These  men  are  engaged  for  a  year  generally,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  most  of  them  return  to  their  homes,  nearly  all  of  them 
with  amounts  varying  between  10/.  and  30/.  each,  which, 
in  the  majority  of  cases,  only  remain  a  very  short  time  in 
their  hands,  the  greater  part  of  the  money  coming  speedily  into 
the  possession  of  the  innumerable  Indian  traders  established  in 
every  part  of  the  district  in  exchange  for  the  various  articles  of 
merchandise  which  appeal  to  the  native  taste. 

Up  till  quite  recently  the  Portuguese  Government  scarcely 
controlled  in  the  slightest  degree  the  trade — ^for  it  can  hardly  be 
called  anything  else — carried  on  in  the  engaging  of  native  labour 
in  its  territories.  At  the  present  time  the  men  who  go  to  the 
Transvaal  have  aU  to  be  duly  contracted  for,  either  here  or  at 
Louren^o  Marques,  generally  the  latter  place,  and  on  arrival  at 
their  destination  they  have  to  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
Portuguese  Curator  of  Natives,  an  official  established  at  Johannes- 
burg, who  is  duly  recognised  by  the  Transvaal  Grovemment,  for 
the  purpose  of  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  natives  coming 
from  Portuguese  territories.  Each  native  labour  agent  before  he 
can  engage  "boys"  for.  the  Transvaal  must  take  out  a  licence, 
costing,  with  various  fees  and  deposits,  some  230/.,  but  even  a 
moderately  successful  native  labour  a^ent  quickly  recoups  himself 
this  outlay  in  the  high  amount  paid  for  "boys"  delivered  at 
Johannesburg,  amounts  ranging  from  3/.  to  6/.  per  head.  Becent 
events,  however,  have  abniptly  put  an  end  to  all  this,  and 
the  natives  tluroughoat  the  district  generally  have  been  sorely  put 
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to  it  to  pay  even  their  hut  tax  to  the  Portuguese  Government. 
On  each  hut  a  sum  of  10«.  in  gold  or  2,500  reis  in  Portuguese 
currency  has  to  be  paid  by  the  natives,  but  now  that  they  are 
all  for  the  most  part  unemployed  the  tax  has  become  an  oppressive 
burden,  and  many  of  them  are  under  arrest  and  have  to  work 
out  the  value  of  their  hut  tax  on  the  various  district  stations  or 
military  posts  of  the  Government. 

That  this  tax  is  a  fruitful  source  of  revenue  to  the  Govern- 
ment is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  total  sum  collected 
during  the  last  financial  year  amounted  to  some  76,676/.  Indeed, 
so  successful  is  the  financial  administration  of  Inhambane  that 
I  believe  considerable  sums  are  sent  away  annually  to  replenish 
the  Mozambique  cofifers. 

The  figures  in  Annex  A  show  that  the  respectable  balance  of 
some  61,471/.  remained  after  paying  all  the  expenses  of  the  district, 
practically  a  net  jprofit  of  nearly  50  per  cent. 

The  sum  of  6,890/.  spent  on  public  works  proves  that  the 
authorities  have  at  heart  the  improvement  of  the  port  and  district ; 
a  short  description  of  the  more  important  of  these  improvements 
is  given  farther  on  in  this  report. 

The  custom-house  with  an  expenditure  of  some  2,407/.>  and 
receipts,  26,670/.,  appears  to  be  the  most  profitable  department,  if 
we  except  the  hut  tax. 

On  the  other  hand  the  PostB  and  Telegraphs  do  not  show  up 
well  at  aU,  and  are  apparently  run  at  a  loss  to  the  country  of 
some  2,500/.,  a  very  considerable  sum  taking  into  consideration 
the  small  section  of  the  public  who  write  and  receive  letters  and 
telegrams. 

Justice,  Beligion,  and  Schools  scarcely  seem  to  come  in  for 
their  fair  share  considering  the  61,471/.  balance  in  hand  on  the 
year. 

Judging  from  the  size  of  the  district  and  the  dense  popul^^don, 
the  sum  of  17,800/.  spent  on  Garrison  and  Police  seems  very 
reasonable  and  speaks  well  for  the  law-abiding  and  peaceful  dis- 
position pf  the  inhabitants. 

In  Annex  £  some  statistics  of  imports  and  exports  for  the 
last,  three  years  are  given.  These  go  to  show  that  during  last 
year  Inhambane  has  also  felt  considerably  the.  bad  times  obtaining 
throughout  South  Africa  generally.  A  decrease  of  some  33,000/. 
in  the  value  of  the  imports  compared  with  those  of  the 
previous  year  is  a  very  serious  item  for  a  port  where 
the  total  value  of  the  imports  for  the  year  is  only  just  over 
100,000/.  No  doubt  the  scarcity  of  money  in  the  district 
caused  by  the  "boys"  returning  in  thousands  from  the 
mines  of  the  Transvaal,  with  little  or  no  money,  has  been  to  some 
extent  responsible  for  this  serious  diminution  in  the  quantity  of 
goods  imported ;  the  merchants  having  evidently  foreseen  this  in 
tlie  early  pait  of  the  year  decreased  their  orders  for  goods  accord- 
ingly. This  argmuent  would  seem  to  be  proved  to  some  extent 
by  referring  to  the  figures  giving  the  values  of  the  exports  which 
show  a  considerable  increase  on  the  previous  year ;  the  increaae 
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here  probably  means  that  the  native  being  short  of  cash  has  bfeon 
forced  to  turn  his  attention  more  to  the  products  of  his  country. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  are: — Indiarubber,  beeswax, 
mealies,  ground-nuts,  copra,  and  *' maf ureira,"  a  nut  which,  I 
believe,  is  very  little  known  in  England.  It  yields  a  very  thick, 
crude,  and  strong  smelling  oil.  Considerable  quantities  of  this 
nut  are  exported  every  season,  but  to  Marseilles  only,  where  it  is 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  lubricants,  soap,  and  candles. 

t'he  cocoa-nut  palm  grows  in  profusion  all  along  the  coast 
line  but  very  little  trade,  in  comparison  with  the  large  numbers 
of  palms,  is  done  in  copra.  The  trees  also  are  very  prolific,  and 
it  is  not  very  uncommon  to  count  as  many  as  200  nuts  on  one 
palm.  It  is  also  apparently  one  of  the  staple  articles  of  food  of 
the  country,  the  grated  kernel  entering  largely  into  all  the  dishes 
prepared  by  the  natives.  A  considerable  number  of  the  trees  are 
tapped  fbr  their  sap  (palm  wine).  To  obtain  this  the  flower  is  cut 
ahd  a  small  gourd  attached  to  collect  the  sap  as  it  flows  from  the 
tree ;  the  liquor  when  fresh  is  pleasant  and  agreeable  enough  to 
the  palate,  but  it  quickly  ferments  and  becomes  a  potent  and  very 
strong  drink,  and  when  distilled  yields  a  considerable  quantity  of 
alcohol. 

Whilst  on  this  subject  attention  might  be  called  to  the  traffic 
in  drink  in  this  country ;  in  Annex  A  licenses  for  the  making 
and  selling  of  drinks  biing  in  the  sum  of  1,000/.  For  the 
small  amount  of  5».  a  native  can  obtain  a  distilling  license,  and 
in  one  part  of  the  district  alone,  and  not  a  very  extended  area,  as^ 
many  as  2,000  of  these  licenses  have  been  issued.  The  stills  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  these  spirits  are  of  the  most  pritoitive 
description,  the  barrel  of  an  old  gun  or  other  tubing,  aird  an  old 
petroleum  tin  or  native  pot  frequently  forming  the  whole  ]^lant. 
But  still  even  with  this  rude  material  enough  spirit  can  be  dis- 
tilled  in  a  very  short  time  sufficient  to  intoxicate  both  the 
distiller  and  his  friends.  In  this  country  there  is  always 
Something  in  season  from  which  alcohol  can  be  obtained,  the  sap 
ftoto  vctrious  species  of  palms,  sugar-cane  juice,  oranges,  mangoes, 
pineapples,  bananas,  the  fruit  of  the  "  Kazu ''  tree,  which  grows 
in  remarkable  profusion,  and  manioc.  The  consequence  is  that 
for  a  very  small  outlay  a  native  can  become  extremely  intoxicated 
and  he  very  frequently  does. 

Otio  of  the  future  industries  of  Inhambane  will  undoubtedly 
be  the  manufacture  of  sugar.  Within  easy  distance  of  the  port 
there  are  huge  areas  of  land  eminently  suitable  for  the  growinfg  of 
sugar  cane  and  at  the  head  of  the  bay  or  estuary  there  is  already 
a  very  large  plantation  of  the  cane,  extending  for  a  considerable 
distance  along  the  bank  of  the  river.  The  plant  grows  very 
luxuriantly  here  and  in  many  instances  the  canes  grow  to  12  and 
14  feet  in  length.  An  extensive  crushing  plant  has  been  erected 
on  this  property,  and  great  quantities  of  the  cane  have  already 
been  crushed ;  the  j)roprietor  has  not  as  yet  turned  his  attention 
to  siJgar  making,  presumably  fihding  it  more  profitable  to  devote 
the  sugar  cane  juice  to  the  distilling  of  alcohol.     Sugar  planta 
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tions  on  a  very  large  scale  might  be  established  within  easy 
distance  of  the  town,  as  there  is  practically  an  unlimited  supply 
of  labour,  and  the  labour  is  very  cheap  too,  women,  who  are  the 
best  for  plantation  work,  l^eing  paid  at  the  rate  of  5(2.  per  day 
without  rations;  further  out  in  the  country  the  labour  is  still 
cheaper.  Transport  again  offers  very  few  difficulties  as  there  is 
waterway  running  for  some  10  or  12  miles  through  the  heart  of 
the  best  and  most  suitable  country  for  sugar  cane. 

Wild  coffee  grows  abundantly  and  considerable  quantities  lure 
brought  into  the  town  by  natives  for  sale ;  very  little  of  this,  how- 
ever, finds  its  way  on  to  the  open  market,  the  most  of  it  being 
disposed  of  privately.  The  bean  is  very  small,  but  the  flavour  of 
the  oofiee  is  remarkably  good.  This  particular  species  of  coffee 
plant  gi-ows  apparently  everywhere  in  this  district.  I  have  seen 
it  flourishing  on  land  which  at  certain  seasons  is  covered  by  the 
sea  and  further  inland  it  is  to  be  met  with  abundantly  on  the 
hills  and  in  the  valleys,  in  fact  it  seems  to  grow  in  any  kind  of 
soil  or  in  any  position.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  bring  it 
under  cultivation  but  nothing  serious  has  been  done  in  this  direc- 
tion up  to  the  present ;  however,  enough  has  been  already  accom- 
plished to  prove  to  some  extent  that  it  can  be  improved  by 
cultivation.  Personally  I  do  not  believe  that  the  plant  is 
indigenous,  and  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  introduced  here 
by  the  old  Arab  traders  some  hundreds  of  years  ago,  probably  even 
before  the  Portuguese  occupation. 

There  is  a  considerable  import  duty  on  goods  coming  from  all 
countries  with  the  exception  of  Portugal  and  Portugese  colonies, 
many  of  the  imports  from  these  paying  only  nominal  duties.  A 
list  of  duty  paying  articles  together  with  a  free  list,  and  the 
duties  on  exports  will  be  found  in  Annex  C. 

The  goods  imported  are  similar  to  those  imported  into  all 
the  other  African  coast  ports,  both  on  the  east  and  west  coasts. 

The  usual  bright  coloured  cloths  are  in  much  demand;  any 
cloths  as  long  as  they  are  of  fairly  good  quality  and  design  sell 
well,  the  best  sizes  being  3  feet  4  inches  wide  by  6  yards  long. 
Large  size  handkerchiefs,  eight  to  the  piece,  go  very  well  and  may 
be  of  almost  any  quality  or  colours. 

Nearly  all  the  cutlery  is  supplied  from  Germany,  and  I  doubt 
very  much  if  the  British  article  could  compete  with  it  here.  As 
far  as  I  have  seen  we  have  nothing  to  ofler  so  good  at  the  price. 
The  native  wants  something  that  will  last,  but  he  does  not  bother 
himself  about  the  finish  of  the  article. 

Very  few  of  the  goods  imported  come  direct  from  Europe, 
nearly  all  the  traders  importing  from  Delagoa  Bay  and  NataL 
The  French,  German  and  Dutch  houses  are  the  only  firms  who 
import  in  any  considerable  quantity  from  Europe  by  direct 
steamers. 

Fairly  large  quantities  of  rice  come  from  India  and  from  up 
the  coast  from  the  Portuguese  port  of  Quilimane. 

Flour  comes  from  America,  Australia  and  Austria-Hungary.  It 
is  of  very  good  quality  and  is  sold  at  a  very  reasonable  price ; 
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considering  the  smallness  of  the  population  tl^prq  is  ^  gpoc)  ^r^4p 
done  iij  this  article. 

Sugar  comes  principally  from  Natal.  A  sm^U  qu^n)iity  pf  beet 
sug^r  finds  its  way  here  from  France  ai^d  Qarpip.ny,  but  it  i§ 
distinctly  inferior  in  sweetening  powei"  ^  the  Natel  article. 
Natal  cube  sugar  is  scQ,rcely  eypr  spen  pp  thjs  ppfwfc  §^4  \ti 
might  very  well  compete  wiib  tbp  Cpntinqi^^l  l^t  SHWF  if  it 
wa3  introduced  here. 

There  is  also  a  considei^blp  oonsumptiqn  qf  tea,  but  fip  pi^^ 
seepis  lo  go  to  the  trpubje  of  importipg  it  irpw  Natal,  pypbably 
because  the  Natal  product  is  not  put  up  in  suph  fancy  tip^  119  is  . 
the  case  with  many  of  the  teas  imported  from  ^urppe,  oj  ^^oye 
probably  still  the  facilities  given  tp  TOppr^}^  here  by  l^piftft 
or  Continental  firr^s  arp  grpi^ter  than  tliqse  offered  by  the  Iffttal 
merchants, 

There  is  algo  a  fairly  large  dem^^nd  for  tinned  veget^ibles  m\i\ 
meats,  and  at  present  only  very  interior  qualities  are  sent  ^o  ns 
from  thp  Continent,  Britjsb  preserved  n>eats  and  vegetebles  never 
being  seen  here ;  spn^e  of  (ibe  better  qnalities  tj:oii\  Ureat  IJritajn 
and  British  colonies  ought  to  find  a  ready  sp-le. 

In  the  matter  df  boot^  and  shoes  there  is  very  littje  opening 
for  the  British  article  at  this  port,  the  import  duties  of  1,D00  reis, 
nearly  4s.  Gd.  (or  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange  85.  4s.)  per  kilo., 
being  pmctieally  prohibitive.  The  cheap  boots  and  shoes,  roughly 
made,  but  of  good  leather,  coming  from  Portugal  command  prac- 
tically the  whole  trade.  There  would,  however,  be  a  good  sale  for 
cheap  rope  work  shoes,  and  rubber  soled  sand  shoes,  \yitb  light 
canya^  uppers^  would  probftbly  come  in  under  the  customs  regula- 
tions as  common  shoes  and  would  consequently  pay  only  200  reis 
or  8rf.  per  kilo. 

So^p  is  iniported  almost  entirely  from  Marseilles,  and  as  there 
is  a  considerable  trade  done  in  it  here,  I  should  think  it  i^^ould  be 
worth  the  Avhile  of  British  manufacturers  to  direct  their  attention 
to  this.    The  same  remarlcs  apply  equally  to  qandleS/ 

Enan^elled  ironware  also  conimands  a  good  sale,  but  in  .this 
direction  again  the  Gennans  appear  to  control  the  trade.      '    ' 

Corrugated  iron  is  also  used  extensively  and  i9  coming  more 
and  more  into  use,  espeeially  for  roofing.  The  majority  of  the 
iron  comes  from  Great  Britain,  but  both  German  and  French  iron 
is  imported  here.  Neither  of  these  latter  can  compete  with  the 
British  article  in  respect  to  quality,  the  sheets  of  the  Continental 
iron  quickly  rotting  in  this  climate.  But  as  both  the  French  and 
German  iron  is  cheaper  and  as  there  is  more  profit  on  it  to  the 
middleman,  the  agents  for  its  sale  are  pushing  it  actively,  and  it 
will  not  be  long  apparently  before  the  British  article  is  ousted 
altogether.  Both  the  German  and  French  iron  is  thinner  and 
consequently  there  are  more  sheets  to  the  ton. 

Up  till  quite  recently  the  large  red  tiles  from  Marseilles  were 
almost  entirely  used  for  roofin<(,  but  theilr  cost,  14/.  per  1,000, 
prohibits  their  general  employment  and  coiTugated  iron  is  used 
now  instead. 
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There  is  a  considerable  consumption  of  cement ;  the  German 
article  appears  to  be  rapidly  pushing  its  way  to  the  front,  not 
because  it  is  better,  but  on  account  of  the  packing,  the  Germans 
sending  their  cement  abroad  in  iron  drums,  a  much  more  efficient 
and  handier  method  of  packing  than  the  weak  barrels  in  which 
the  British  cement  is  exported.  Large  quantities  also  of  French 
cement  come  here^  but  this  again  suffers  from  the  same  fault  as 
the  British  article,  viz.,  defective  packing. 

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  packing,  attention  might  be  called  to 
the  very  defective  packing  of  British  candles ;  the  boxes  are  far 
too  fraU  for  foreign  export  and  are  absolutely  unfit  to  be  put  on 
shipboard.  I  have  more  than  once  seen  holds,  lighters  and  piers 
strewn  with  ''  patent "  candles  and  the  loss  in  some  cases  must  be 
as  high  as  30  or  40  per  cent. ;  in  each  case  the  candles  were  of 
British  manufacture.  Speaking  generally,  faulty  packing  will  do 
more  to  spoil  a  market  than  almost  anything  else,  and  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  details  an  expoii;er 
has  to  bear  in  mind  when  sending  his  goods  to  out-of-the-way 
places.  On  the  voyage  there  are  nearly  always  four  or  five  tranship- 
ments at  leafit  before  the  goods  reach  their  destination  and  it  is 
only  strong  cases  that  can  stand  this  test.         t 

The  following  are  the  market  prices  of  most  of  the  goods  in 
general  demand  here : — 


Articles. 


nice     .•         ..         •.         1.         «• 

Sugar 

Tea 

Butter 

Coffee 

Hunearion  flour        

Milk    ..         

Martell's  and  Hennessy's  three  star 

oognao        

Portuguese  ijrine 

German  beer 

Salt 

Petroleum 

Portuguese  tobacoo 

Corrugated  iron        

Cement           

Lime 

Per  bag  of  200  lbs.     .. 

PerkUo 

Per  lb 

„  •  •  • .  .  • 
„       .•         ••         •• 

Per  sack 

Per  case  o!  48  tins      . . 

Per  case 

Per  80  litres     .. 

Per  case  of  48botties.. 

Per  80  kilos 

Per  tin 

PerkiJo. 

Perton 

Per  barrel 

If                 ••         •• 

Prices.* 

£ 

*. 

d. 

I  18 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

2 

4 

0 

1 

8 

1 

0 

0 

1  16 

6 

2  12  6 
2  12  6 
2  18  6 
0  8 
0    6 

0  4 
16  17 

1  8 


0    8    8 


*  These  prices  are  greatly  in  excess  of  ordinary  prices  owing  to  the  disturbed 
state  of  politics  in  Soutli  Africa  at  the  present  moment. 
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The  following  ai-e  the  prices  of  produce  exported  from  here  : — 


Arfcioles. 


Sabber   .. 
Groandnatfl 
Beenrax*. 
Oopn 

Mafoareim  nut  , 
Calf  skins 
Monkey  skins 
Coffee     .. 
Oocoanuts 


Per  kilo. 


Per  100 


Prices. 

*. 

d. 

6 

6 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Of 

1 

4 

0 

8 

1 

4 

2 

0 

In  Annex  D  some  particulars  of  the  British  shipping  coming 
to  the  port  are  given  for  the  year  1899. 

Compared  with  the  British  shipping  of  1898  there  is  a  slight 
falling-off,  the  figures  for  that  year  totalling  66  British  steamers, 
tonnage  81,320  and  crews  2,000  entered  and  cleared. 

During  1899  13  German  steamers  entered  and  clearetl :  these 
arrive  at  regular  intervals  of  every  four  weeks  on  their  home- 
ward  voyage,  outward  bound  they  do  not  call  at  this  port. 

There  is  only  one  line  of  British  steamers,  the  Uennie- 
Aberdeen  line,  and  these  are  only  small  coasting  steamers 
running  between  Durban  and  Quilimane.  They  have  practically 
the  monopoly  of  the  trade,  and  nearly  always  come  up  and  down  the 
coast  with  full  cargoes  and  many  times  with  more  than  their  full 
complement  of  passengers.  Unfortunately,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
they  are  as  remarkable  for  their  punctuality  as  are  the  German 
steamers.  * 

For  some  two  years  past  the  Messagcries  Maritimes  de  France 
have  had  the  intention  of  connecting  this  port  with  their  main  line 
steamers  at  Madagascar,  but  up  to  the  present  the  branch  steamer  has 
not  been  able  to  get  nearer  to  us  than  Beira.  It  is  gi'eatly  to  be 
regretted  that  they  do  not  call,  because  a  little  competition  in  this 
direction  could  not  fail  to  have  good  results. 

Steamers  and  sailing  vessels  of  different  nationalities  come  in 
from  time  to  time  but  these  are  few  and  far  between. 

The  opportunities  for  return  freight  are  fairly  favourable, 
considerable  quantities  of  groundnuts,  copra,  ''  mafoureiras,"  and 
other  African  produce  offering  during  their  seasons. 

The  port,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  wooden  pier  for  pas- 
sengers, is  in  the  same  state  as  when  the  place  was  settled.  Ships 
can  anchor  in  deep  water  some  200  or  300  yards  from  the  shore 
and  the  anchorage  is  completely  sheltered. 

The  facilities  for  landing  and  embarking  cargo  by  means  of 
lighters  are  more  than  sufficient  for  the  trade  of  the  port. 

The  entrance  to  the  harbour  has  been  well  buoyed  and  marked, 
and  the  leading  beacons  for  ships  entering  the  bar  are  clear  and 
distinct,  and  it  is  only  during  a  strong  souSi-easterly  gale  that  the 
bar  is  really  dangerous.  The  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  at  low 
water  neaps  varies  between  16  and  17  feet. 
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An  excellent  chart  of  the  bar  and  entrance  to  the  harbour,  for 
which  I  am  very  much  indebted  to  his  Excellency,  the  Governor 
of  this  district,  is  attached  to  this  report. 

A  new  lighthouse  has  lately  Ijeen  completed  on  Burra  Head, 
but  as  yet  it  has  not  been  used,  the  old  one  still  lighting  the 
entrance  to  the  bay. 

The  port  is  situated  at  about  20  miles  from  the  bar. 

Wlots  board  all  vessels  at  Burra  Head  o^  thei^:  ii^^king  the 
signal  to  the  lighthouse.  There  is  telegraphic  communication 
between  the  port  and  lighthouse. 

The  Municipality  is  making  important  improvements  in  the 
town  ;  nearly  all  the  jnincipal  streets  have  been  macadamised,  or 
are  in  process  of  being  hardened,  and  neat  well-made  cement  side- 
walks have  been  constructed,  the  streets  are  also  being  planted  on 
each  side  with  trees  imported  from  Natal. 

Broad  roads  have  been  cut  through  the  bush  connecting 
all  the  military  posts  of  the  district  with  each  other  and 
with  the  town,  all  streams  and  swamps  encountered  on  these 
roads  have  been  well  bridged,  and  it  is  the  business  of  the  natives 
residing  in  the  vicinity  tr»  keep  both  the  roads  and  bridges  in 
good  repair. 

A  land  telegraph  line  connects  Inhambane  and  the  military 
posts  of  Cumbana,  InhaiTime,  and  Zavalla  with  Louren^o  Marques. 
Unfortunately,  the  line  is  very  rarely  in  good  working  order,  and 
telegrams  frequently  take  from  two  days  to  two  weeks  between 
tliifj  port  and  Lourenqo  Marques.  This  is  due  entirely  to  the 
wooden  poles  employed  on  the  line,  which  are  continually  being 
eaten  away  by  ants  and  dry  rot.  The  line  will  never  be  in  proper 
working  order 4uitil  iron  poles  are  substituted;  perhaps  if  the 
local  Government  were  approached  on  the  subject  by  some 
enterprising  firm  of  iron  telegraph  pole  manufacturers  this  much- 
needed  change  niight  be  effected. 

There  is  a  project  for  a  railway  to  the  military  post  of 
Inharrime  some  50  mflos  aw.iy,  and  the  money  for  this,  I  l)elieve, 
has  already  been  voted,  but  nothing  beyond  this  has  as  yet  been 
done  in  the  matter. 

Some  years  ago  the  country  was  extensively  prospected  for 
gold  and  other  minerals  but  without  success,  the  gold-bearing  belt 
of  country  lying  some  350  miles  due  west. 

Quite  lately  indications  of  petroleum  have  been  found  over 
a  considerable  area,  and  judging  from  these  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  rich  wells  will  be  found  on  boring.  Last  year  (1899) 
a  small  expedition  set  out  with  a  diamond  drill  for  the  purpose  of 
boring,  but  two  of  the  white  men  died,  and  the  boring  was 
abandoned  alter  descending  to  a  depth  of  some  26  feet  only ;  on 
this  property  work  Avill  be  resumed,  in  all  probability,  this 
season,  and  the  promoters  hope  confidently  to  succeed  ultimately 
in  finding  the  hidden  stores  of  oil. 

A  large  flour  and  oil  mill  has  been  erected  by  an  enterprising 
British  merchant,  and  for  two  or  three  years  a  considerable  amount 
of  work  was  done,  but  latterly,  owing  to  the  bad  times,  it  is  now 
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only  working  at  intervals.  Large  quantities  of  mealies  and  mealie 
meal  ground  at  this  mill  are  exported  to  Delagoa  Bay  and  Durban, 
where  they  command  a  ready  sale. 

The  population  of  the  town  numbers  some  100  whites,  and 
about  3,000  natives,  Indians,  Arabs,  and  half-castes.  Details  of 
the  population  of  the  town  and  district  are  given  in  Annex  E. 

Apart  from  engineers  apd  carpenters  under  contract  with  the 
Government  and  private  firms,  there  are  no  white  artisans  here. 

There  are  a  good  many  Chinese  carpenters,  and  these  earn 
from  IQs,  to  15^.  a-day,  a  very  high  wage  considering  the  cheapness 
of  living  here. 

Native  labour  costs  very  little,  women  and  boys,  6d.  to  Sd.  per 
diem ;  and  men  according  to  their  ability,  from  Sd,  to  Is,  per  diem ; 
some  employers  add  to  this  the  rations  for  their  people,  but  as  this 
only  consists  of  mealie  meal  the  additional  expense  is  only  very 
small 

Inhambane  is  considered  one  of  the  healthiest  ports  on  the 
east  coast,  and  judging  from  its  situation,  surrounded  as  it  is  on 
three  sides  by  the  sea,  I  am  inclined  to  endorse  this  opinion. 
Moreover,  the  hospital  records  go  to  prove  that  there  is  very  little 
really  serious  sickness  in  the  town.  There  is  a  good  deal  of 
malarial  fever  about  during  the  rainy  season  and  at  the  changes  of 
the  seasons,  but  these  cases  are  nearly  always  of  a  mild  form. 

From  May  to  October  the  climate  is  perfect,  the  thermometer 
rarely  going  above  75^  F.,  or  below  55°  or  60°.  From  October  to 
April  it  is  hot,  certainly,  but  it  never  becomes  actually  unbear- 
able, and  even  on  the  hottest  days  there  is  always  a  cool  breeze 
from  the  sea. 

living  is,  comparatively  speaking,  cheap,  fowls,  goats,  sheep, 
and  ducks  can  be  procured  for  very  little  outlay,  and  eggs  and  fish 
can  be  had  all  the  year  round.  On  the  other  hand,  all  the  im- 
ported provisions  are  very  high  in  price,  but  this  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  considering  the  very  heavy  import  duties. 

There  is  an  abundance  of  various  tropical  fruits  to  be  had 
during  their  seasons ;  oranges,  mangoes,  and  pineapples  do  par- 
ticularly well,  the  latter  grow  wild  practically,  and  are  of  excellent 
flavour.  In  the  future  this  will  probably  become  a  laa-ge  fruit- 
producing  district,  and  given  adequate  facilities  of  communication 
with  other  ports  (which  are  at  present  sadly  lacking)  a  considerable 
and  important  trade  in  this  direction  might  be  developed. 

Horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  goats  do  well  in  the  country,  and 
around  the  many  freshwater  lakes  there  is  abundant  pasturage  at 
all  seasons  of  the  yeai\  Within  easy  distance  of  the  town  there 
are  many  excellent  spots  suitable  for  the  raising  of  cattle. 
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Annex  A. — Tables  of  Eeceipts  and  Expenditure  for  the  Financial 
Tear  1898-99  (from  the  Supplement©  ao  Boletim  Official  de 
Mozambique,  No.  26  de  1898), 

Eeceipts. 


Direct  Taxbs. 

Ilouse  tax,  IH96  and  1897        

T^nd  tax,  1 896  and  1807  

Industrial  conlribution,  1895  and  1S96 
(fixed) 
„  (variable)     .. 

Interest  on  overdue  taxes 
Stamps    . . 
Land  register 
Income  tax,  Government  oflicials 

Fines       

Fees,  smitarv  licences,  &e. 

Hut  tax  ..   ' . 

Licences  for  engagement  of  naiives    . , 
,,         making  and  selling  drinks 

Indirkct  Taxes. 

Customs  duties  . .         , .         . .         . .         • . 

Tort  dues  

Storage  of  good^  in  custom-liousc  and  various 
receipts  . .  . .  . • 

KECKirXS   FROM    PUBLTC   OFFICES. 

TosU       

Teleg^raplis 

HoapitaJ  and  sale  of  medicines  . .         •  • 

Emigration  passports   . . 

Various  receipts. ,         . .         . .         . .         . , 

Total  


Amount. 


422 

928 

5,330 
1,333 

100 
1,333 

134 

44 

1,383 

180 
76,«76 

209 
1,000 


26,070 
111 


355 

267 

444 

4,445 

1,778 


Total 


04,462 


7,289 


128,544 


il 
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Expenditure. 


U 


Amount. 


GoTemor  and  staff 14,684 

Oufl^m-house         2,407 

TrelkBury ;  886 

Post-office    . .         .  • I  714 

TeUgfaphs 2,275 

Justice         ..          ..         ••          .r         ..  1,618 

Religion 769 

Schools        88' 

PuWic  works          6,800 

Port  works,  lighthouses,  &c j  2,978 

Hospitals 2,607 

Garrison  and  police          ^  17,860 

Yarious,  interest  on  public  debt,  &c.      ,,  13,407 

Total        j  67,073 


R£sum£. 


Amount. 

Reoeipts 

Expenditure           

£ 

128,644 
67,073 

Balance 

61,471 

Annex.  B. — ^Values  of  Imports  and  Exports  at  the  Port  of 
Inhambane  for  the  last  Three  Years  1897-99,  with  the 
Amounts  of  Duties  Levied  (Furnished  by  the  Director  of 
Uustoms).  . 


Exports. 

Imports. 

InTrusit. 

Tear. 

To  Foreign  Forts. 

Subject  to 
Duty. 

F^ss* 

Duties. 

Valns. 

Dotiei. 

Value. 

ValuA. 

Value. 

1897         

1898         

1889 

20,662 
17,861 
14,488 

128,292 
184,610 
101.29T 

£ 
1,062 

885 
1,480 

-Ill 

* 

796 

188 

< 
89;6I8 
72,498 
102,985 
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Annex  C. — List  of  Articles  paying  Duties  at  the  Port  of 

Inhambane. 


Artiolefl. 


Boots  and  ihoM,  oommon 

„  fine  qualitiM 

Batter 

Oandles  

OUITBB  

Olocks  and  watches 

Gotton  goods 

Felt  for  roofing         

Trade  guns 

All  other  guns 

Berolyers  and  pistols  

Table  glass,  bottles,  &c 

Men's  hats 

Ironwork,  brasswork,  &c 

Lime  and  cement 

Beer  and  cider 

Wine,  in  cask 

„     in  bottles        

Fine  wines     * 

Alcohol,  below  24*"  Gartier 

„        24^  Cartier  or  more 

Braody,  whisky,  Sec 

Medicines       ..         ..         ..         t. 

Mirrors  

Nails,  brass  and  copper  (except  those  for 
boat-building)        .^         

Ail  other  nails,  and  nails  for  boat-building 

Olive  oil         

Precious  metals  and  jewellery 

Freserred  meats       •• 

„         fruits  and  vegetables 

Tinned  biscuits         

Paper,  writing  

„      common         •• 

Petroleum 

Powder 

Bice 

Silk 

Indiarubber,  manufactured. . 

Tar 

Tea 

Tiles,  for  roofing  and  paving,  and  earthen- 
ware 


Tobacco,  Portuguese  origin 

„        foreign        

Uniforms       

Various  articles— 

«.  Needlee,    piuF,    sticks,    and  walking 

canes,  tobacco  pipes,  &c 

b.  Aitificial  jewellery,  buttons,  &c. 

Woollen  goods  

GKx>ds  not  specified 


Per  kilo. 


Ad  valorem 
Per  kilo. 


Per  kilo. 
Ad  valorem 
Per  kilo. 
Per  100  kilos. 
Per  10  litres 


Per  kilo. 


P«r  10  litres 
Ad  valorem 
Per  kilo. 


Per  100  kUos. 
Per  kilo. 


Ad  valorem 


Bnfcias. 


U.4d. 

4d. 

9d. 

Sd. 
10  per  cent. 
lid.  to  It. 

Sd. 

6t. 
lit.  6<;. 
Si.4d, 

^.toed. 

25  per  cant. 

i<f.  to  Sd. 

9t.4d. 

^.4d. 

3t. 
St.  Sd. 
7t.  Sd. 

6t. 

16t. 
Ut.6d. 

Sd. 

Sd. 

It. 

lid. 

8t.  4d. 

10  per  cent. 

id. 

Ad. 

id.. 

Sd. 

4d. 

U. 

It. 

Id. 
Si.  Ad. 
It.  Sd. 

Id. 
It.  Sd. 

Sd.  to  8t.  Ad. 

Id.  to  Ad. 

5t.  Sd.  to  12t. 


Sd. 

It.  Sd. 

U  Ad.  to  2t.  Ad. 

10  per  oent. 
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tilST  of  Articles  ExeinpteJ  fmiu  Import  Datios  at  the  Port   of 

Inhambf^ne. 

Agrioultural  and  industrial  machines  and  implcinenU. 

Staves  and  coopering  material. 

Live  ammols  (except  oxen) . 

Goal. 

Foreign  gold. 

Portngaese  money  from  Porbuofuese  ports. 

Books  in  any  language. 

Beads. 

Piflhing  lines  (Portuguese  origin) . 

Pelt. 

Ice. 

Mineral  water. 

Scientific  instruments,  <S:c. 

Se?ring  machines. 

Yessels,  home  or  foreign,  whek  of  more  than  2^0  tons  hurthou,  home  veseels 

of  less  than  200  tons. 
Vesetahles  of  home  olrigin. 

Yenioles  complete  and  in  parts,  when  of  home  origin. 
Plants  and  green  fruits. 
Pishing  nets  of  Portuguese  origin. 
Sacks  and  sacking  .of  Portuguese  manufacture. 
Bricks  and  stones  from  Portuguese  territories. 
Vessels  of  glass  or  earthenware  when  filled. 
WaggonSj  Tans,  and  carriages  for  railways  or  tramways. 


List  of  Duties  on  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of 
tnhambane. 


Per  Cent. 

Arti^as. 

Foreign 
Ports. 

PortugDMe 
Ports. 

Ghroundnuts  and  otHer  seeds  containing  oil 
(excepting  sesamum)  tmd  timber  . . 

Sesamum  and  O^oAho  root,  gmns  (except 
copal),  hides,  ana  lAitiye  tobacco    . . 

Bubber,  pepper,  and  ldp|K>potamus  teetli     . . 

Cowries  and  other  shdls,  wax,  and  ebony     . . 

Cloves  and  ivory          ^.         

Copal,  pearls,  and  prekious  Aones      . . 

All  other  articles  not  Ipedfied. .         • . 

2 

4 
8 

6 
2 

1 

2 
4 

3-76 
7-5 

4-6 

1 

Digitized  by 


Google 


16 


IKHAMBANE. 


00 


^ 


C>0 


I 


O  ^ 

1  I 

ft  '* 

^  -2 


60       ^ 

I       I 


p 


p^ 


G 


ill 

ill 


if 


ill 


1  i 


I 


§ 
^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IKHAMBANE. 


17 


Annex  £. — Population  of  the  Town  of  Inhambane  at  the  end  of 

the  Tear  1899. 


Natioxiality. 


Eoropeans — 
Portufftteae 
firituh  . . 
Amerioans 
French  . . 
GermanB  ■ . 
Hollanders 


Britiih  Indians  .  • 
Portugueee  Indians 

Africans — 
Natives     .. 

Buropean  and  Indian  half  • 


castes, 


Number. 


78 

10 

2 

8 

2 


160 
80 

2,700 
800 


The  total  population  of  the  whole  district  numbers,  aa  near  as 
<ian  be  ascertained,  from  250,000  to  300,000. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Madeira  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mb.  Consul  Spbncb. 

(Beoeived  at  Foreign  Office,  August  7, 1900.) 

The  trade  returns  of  Madeira  for  1899  show  imports  to  the  value  introductory, 
of  380,174/.,  and  exports  to  the  value  of  318,769/.— being  an 
increase,  as  compared  with  1898,  of  61,286/.  in  imports  and  of 
11,172/.  in  exports.  Taking  into  consideration  that  the  pre- 
valence of  plague  in  certain  districts  of  Portugal  during  the  past 
year  paralysed  commercial  relations  between  Madeira  and  Portu- 
guese ports  for  some  considerable  time,  this  noteworthy  increase 
of  trade  must  be  considered  most  satisfactory. 


Returk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Funchal  during  the 
Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total 
Entered. 

HatioBtUty. 

With 
Cargo. 

In 
Transit. 

Total. 

With 
Cargo. 

In 
Transit. 

Total. 

Brlttoh      

106 

40~ 

S0» 

7 

8 

1ft 

624 

PortogneM 

46 

20 

M 

61 

8 

64 

120 

Oerm«ii    

16 

71 

87 

... 

... 

87 

French     : 

... 

27 

27 

, 

"6 

6 

88 

lultev      

S 

11 

14 

1 

... 

1 

16 

NoTweglaii 

6 

8 

1 

2 

8 

11 

Danish      

1 

8 

••• 

United  States  of 

Ameftea 

... 

1 

1 

4 

6 

BrasUlan 

.m 

S 

•  M 

... 

... 

Bmsiaa     ... 

1 

2 

... 

... 

Swedish    ...       ... 

s 

... 

... 

•M 

Spanish     ...       ... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

2 

Pntch       ...       ... 

•.• 

2 

... 

... 

... 

Anstro-Hnngariaa 

... 

I 

t        1 

... 

... 

Japanese 

••• 

1 

... 

i.. 

... 

TWal     

lis 

6bl 

784 

68 

88 

86 

820 

„  forihajear 

preoedlng     ... 

172 

628 

800 

71 

18 

88 

688 

(663) 
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Cleared. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total 
.  Clearsd. 

Kationality. 

With 
Oarno. 

In 
Transit. 

Total. 

With 
Cargo. 

In 
Transit. 

Total. 

British       

244 

284 

608 

8 

9 

12 

620 

Fortuffnese 

M 

11 

66 

26 

29 

64 

120 

German     

84 

M 

87 

... 

••• 

... 

67 

French      

18 

9 

27 

... 

6 

6 

88 

Italian       

7 

7 

14 

1 

1 

16 

M. 

« 

8 

8 

11 

Danish       ...       ».. 

2 

7 

.M 

... 

... 

United  States   of 

America 

... 

1 

.OT 

6 

6 

Russian    

1 

2 

•  •• 

... 

•M 

Swedish     

... 

8 

.M 

.M 

Sjianlsh     

... 

•M 

... 

1 

1 

2 

Dutch 

... 

2 

... 

... 

Braxllian  ... 

... 

2 

•  •• 

... 

•M 

Austro-Honjourian 

•>• 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Japanese 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Total      

860 

872 

782 

29 

64 

88 

616 

„  forthejear 

preceding     ... 

481 

868 

790 

84 

42 

76 

878 

The  above  returns  of  shipping  at  the  port  of  Funchal  for  the 
past  year  show  a  very  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  British 
vessels  entered  and  cleared.  As  a  large  number  of  vessels  (chiefly 
German)  ceased  to  touch  at  Funchal  for  several  months,  on 
account  of  the  bubonic  plague  in  Portugal — thereby  avoiding 
quarantine  at  other  ports  of  call — these  returns  must  be  con- 
sidered altogether  abnormal. 

In  my  last  report  I  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  goods  were 
handled  with  greater  care  on  German  than  on  British  vessels, 
and.  that  this,  no  doubt,  was  an  important  factor  in  the  rapid 
increase  of  the  German  carrying  trade.  I  regret  to  state  that 
during  the  past'  year  I  have,  received  further  complaints  on  this 
subject  from  local  merchants,  who  often  bitterly  complain  of  the 
condition  of  their  goods  on  arrival  in  British  ships,  owing  to 
breakage,  &c. 

Table  showing  the  Share  taken  by  British  Shipping  in  the 
Trade  of  Funchal  during  the  last  Decade. 


BriUsh  Ships  Entered 

Oiher  Ships  Entered 

British  Excess  over  all 

and  Cleared. 

and  Cleared. 

oihcr  Shippinf^. 

Year. 

Number  of         «„. 
Vfsaelf.           ^'*"•• 

Number  of 
Vensels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1890         

8t8            1,21ft  814 

6Ci 

866,716 

186 

860,098 

1891          

747            l/.'6.\fti7 

602 

7.'>l,17l 

115 

614,866 

:o9i         

784        ,    I,339,7:i4 

68U 

763,049 

198 

676,685 

Ii93          

794 

1,889,826 

677 

837,684 

217 

651,792 

1894          

78tf 

1,420,608 

668 

6!I8,66J 

2X8 

721,940 

nab        

876 

1,468,671 

S! 

767,8M 

813 

701.227 

1896          

966 

2,7i3,888* 

1.082,926* 

436 

1,690,457» 

1897          

1,082 

8,ai4,8»7» 

667 

1,218,062* 

476 

l,8fl,765* 

1898          

1,021 

8,8«*9,J»fl8» 

787 

l,666,9i6* 

284 

1,783,002* 

Ib9»          

1,044 

2,776,9e0» 

691 

1,462,700» 

468 

1,813,200* 

•  G;o 
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.  Coal  was  impoited  last  year  to  the  amount  of  115,175  tons,  importt. 
value   98,738/.,  as  against  98,598  tons,  value  93,385/.  in  1898.  Cc^- 
Most  of  the  coal  was  supplied  as  bunkers  to  vessels,  comparatively 
little  being  consumed  in  the  island. 

There  is  an  increase  of  47  tons  in  the  amount  of  dry  goods  I>ry  gooda. 
imported  during  the  past  year.  The  United  Kingdom  furnished 
the  bulk  of  the  best  class  of  dry  goods.  France  and  Germany, 
especially  the  latter,  are  increasing  their  trade  in  this  line.  The 
commoner  class  of  tissues,  which  are  of  Portuguese  manufacture, 
are  imported  from  Lisbon  and  Oporto. 

All  the  best  qualities  of  writing  and  drawing  papers  come  Stationery^ 
from  the  United  Kingdom.     Packing  papers  of  best  quality  also 
come  from  the  United  Kingdom,  but  the  cheaper  and  lighter  kinds 
chiefly  come  from  Germany. 

Artists'  colours  come  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  France,  Colours, 
the  latter  supplying  the  cheaper  qualities. 

By  far  the  largest  quantity  of  chemicals  come  from  British  ^^^""^' -, 
houses,  though  of  late  years  the  German  manufacturei-s  are  gain- 
ing ground,  their  drugs  being  cheaper.  An  increasing  trade  is 
done  from  year  to  year  in  photographic  chemicals  from  Germany.  ' 
Drugs  for  medical  purposes  are  chiefly  obtained  from  well-known 
British  firms;  but  patent  medicines  of  French,  German,  and 
American  origin  are  also  stocked. 

About  700  tons  of  molasses  were  imported  from  Trinidad  and  Molasses, 
Demerara,  and  about  500  tons  from  Hamburg  and  Cuba.  Owing 
to  the  enormous  increase  in  the  price  of  West  Indian  molasses,  it 
is  probable  that  the  trade  will  be  gradually  monopolised  by 
Hamburg  best  molasses;  the  more  so  as  there  are  greater 
facilities  of  importation,  as  the  price  is  more  remunerative,  and 
as  much  greater  care  and  attention  is  given  to  the  shipment  and 
transit  of  such  goods  in  German  than  is  done  in  British  vessels. 
Before  1898  the  importation  of  best  molasses  was  unknown  in  the 
island.  This  molasses  is  all  used  for  the  manufacture  of  neutral 
spirit,  employed  exclusively  for  the  treatment  of  wines,  and  is 
manufactured  in  French  and  German  distillery  plants. 

The  cane  crop  of  1899  was  short,  and  is  calculated  at  about  Sugar. 
19,000  tons,  value  48,000/.,  and  of  this  amount  about  10,500  tons 
were  crushed,  yielding  approximately  730  tons  of  sugar  used  for 
local  consumption,  and  suflicing  for  about  nine  months.  The  rest 
being  imported  principally  from  Hamburg  and  Liverpool.  The 
remaining  cane  was  turned  into  cane  spirit  ("  agoardente  "),  which 
is  entirely  consumed  by  the  working  classes. 

The  total  shipments  of  wine  from  the  island  during  the  past  Exports, 
year  amounted  to  6,314  pipes,*  being  a,  very  small  increase  over  ^^«- 
the  shipments  of  the  previous  year.    Of  this  quantity  the  United 
Kingdom  imported  for  home  consumption  only  55,662  imperial 
gallons,  as  against  67,911  gallons  in  1898,  and  129,377  in  1897. 

A  large  quantity  of  the  wine  for  Dutch,  Danish,  and  Baltic 
ports  has  been  shipped  via  Liverpool  during  the  past  year.     This 
is  due  to  greater  facilities  which  have  been  given  to  this  route  by 
*  A  Madeira  pipe  contains  92  iinperial  gaUons. 
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Yintage. 
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Bmbroiderj. 


Wickerwork. 


a  well-known  Liverpool  shipping  firm,  thus  bringing  some  of  the 
trade  back  into  British  hands.  During  the  last  few  years  most 
of  these  shipments  have  gone  vik  Hamburg-Copenhagen. 

A  very  wet  winter  followed  by  a  fine  spring  and  summer  was 
the  cause  of  a  first-class  vintage  in  1899,  both  as  regards  quantity 
and  quality. 

A  great  number  of  the  young  vines,  both  on  the;  north  and 
south  sides  of  the  island,  have  also  now  begun  to  produce  regular 
crops.  Prices  of  must  ruled  much  lower  than  in  1898,  but  the 
wine  growers  had  no  reason  to  complain,  as  in  most  cases  they 
obtained  double  the  quantity  of  wine  from  their  land. 

The  wine  trade  of  Madeira  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
a  few  old-fashioned  firms,  mainly  British,  and  although  continued 
efibrts  have  been  made  for  years  past  to  re-introduce  into  tl^e 
United  Kingdom  the  drinking  of  this  rich  and  luscious  wine  the 
bulk  of  shipments  still  go  to  the  Continent,  especially  to  northern 
countries. 

The  well-known  Mjideira  industry,  embroidery,  is  still  in- 
creasing, the  bulk  of  the  export  trade  being  in  German  hands. 

Madeira  wicker  goods  show  a  slight  falliug-otf.  This,  as 
explained  in  my  last  report,  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that 
owing  to  the  heavy  tax  on  manufactured  wicker  it  is  found  more 
remunerative  to  export  the  raw  article  to  such  countries  where 
wickerwork  is  saleable,  and  to  work  it  up  there  than,  to  export 
the  finished  article. 

Several  natives  of  Madeira  now  find  a  profitable  occupation 
at  Cape  Town  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  Madeira  wicker 
goods. 


Table  showing  the  Principal  Goods  Imported  into  Madeira 
during  the  Year  1899-98. 


Gh>ods. 

1800. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value.* 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coals     .. 
Dry  goods 

Maixe 

Wheat 

Bice      .. 
Other  goo<is     . . 

Tons. 

115,175 

246 

5.617 

6,173 

674, 

•  • 

£ 
98,788 
34,277 
57,192 
72,013 
7,242 
110,712 

Tons. 

98,598 

.      199 

9,372 

8,858 

443 

•  • 

£ 
93,385 
87,077 
55,697 
39,177 
5,069 
88,483 

Total     .. 

•  • 

880,174 

•• 

318,888 

*  These  Talues  haT0  been  calculated  at  the  rate  of  4,500  reit  Iq  the  IL 
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Table  shoNving  the  Principal  Goods  Exported  from  Madeira 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Goodg. 

Pipest   .. 

Tons      .. 
»»        •  • 

•  • 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value.* 

Quantity. 

Value.* 

Wne 

Ein  broidery 

Vegetables  and  fruit 

Wiokerwork 

Other  goods 

6,314 
39 

2,539 
86 

£ 

180,400 

54,960 

11.148 

2.339 

69,932 

6,216 

27 

2,530 

113 

£ 

179,477 

37;000 

17,622 

2,676 

70,922 

Total   .. 

•• 

318,769 

•  • 

807,697 

*  These  ralues  have  been  calculated  at  the  rate  of  4,500  reis  to  the  1/. 
.   t  A  Madeira  pipe  contains  92  imperial  gallons.  ' 

There  has  been  no  epklemic  disease,  and  the  healthfuhiess  Public  health, 
of  the  island  has  been  well  maintained  during  the  past  year, 
although  the  meteorological  conditions — varieties  of  temperature 
and  sunshine— have  presented  remarkable  deviations  from  their 
normal  bourse. 

A  large  sum  of  money  voted  by  the  Cortes  three  years  ago  Public  worki^ 
for  sanitary  reforms,  on  the  representation  of  a  former  Governor 
and  of  a  leading  British  physician  practising  in  Funchal.  is  now 
to  be  applied  to  the  ethcient  water  supply  and  town  drainage  of 
this'district. 

The  Municipality  have  accepted  tenders,  and  caution  money, 
from  responsible  people,  and  it  is  probable  that  an  adequate 
supply  of  pure  mountain  water  will  now  be  distributed  to  the 
city  and  environs  of  Funchal. 

In  the  autumn  of  last  year  praiseworthy  offers  were  made  for  GeneraT 
the  reception  of  sick  and  wounded  officers  from  tlie  South  African  '^^•'ks. 
War,  and  Madeira  homes  for  the  sick   and  convalescent  were 
organised  by  an  influential  committee  in  London. 

Few  only  availed  themselves  of  these  offers.  The  wounded 
were  found  to  make  remarkable  recoveries  at  the  Cape,  and  the 
advent  of  summer  has  rendered  the  home  climate  tolerable  for 
retuining  invalids. 

It  is  quite  probable,  however,  that  as  facility  of  intercourse 
increases  arrangements  will  be  made  here  to  render  both  the 
littoral  and  mountain  climate  of  Madeira,  in  their  proper  seasons, 
available  to  sufferers  from  the  less  healthy  of  the  colonies  in 
West  Africa, 

Ihe  winter  stream  of  v  sitors  to  this  unique  health  resort  is 
maintained,  but  altera  in  character  and  is  more  exclusively 
British. 

The  climate  is  no  longer  commended  solely  for  the  treatment 
of  {u'monary  consumption  in  its  various  stages,  but  the  open* 
air  lite,   and  meteorological  uniformity,  have  attracted  patients 
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witli  kidney  diseases,  and  convalescents   from   many   forms   of 
sickness. 

The  short,  and  truly  sumptuous,  voyage  in  the  large  steamers 
which  now  touch  here,  the  excellent  food  supplies,  the  well 
appointed  English  hotels,  and  the  perfect  contrast  in  climate 
and  scenery,  all  tend  to  bring  to  Madeira  besides  the  average 
tourist  those  who  seek  rest  and  change. 


Rainfall  at  Funchal,  Madeira,  during  the  Years  1899-97.  From 
Obser\'ations  taken  250  feet  above  Sea- Level  by  Mr.  Vice- 
Consul  Bell. 


m  W 


Quantity. 

Month. 

1809. 

1898. 

1897. 

' 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

January         

1-78 

3  18 

4-83 

February       

6-9rt 

0-12 

0  02 

March            

3-84 

3-38 

, , 

April 

m^j 

0-08 

0-54 

1-66 

0-81 

063 

2-31 

Juno 

0  16 

0*24 

0-02 

July 

0i2 

•  • 

0  09 

August          

0J4 

017 

, , 

September 

0-58 

1-71 

012 

October         

6-36 

1-27 

9-85 

NoTember     ..        ,,, 

1-29 

2  01 

4  06 

December 

7-29 

7-54 

3-16 

Total 

29-31 

20-64 

26-12 
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(76    8  I  OO—H&S    663) 


# 


Digitized  by 


Google 


An"' 


No.  2486  Annaal  Series. 
DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS. 


ROUMANIA. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1899 


ON  THB 


TRADE     OF     ROUMAJSIA 


REFERENCE   TO   PREVIOUS   REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  2305. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliajtient  by  Command  of  Her  Mqjesiy^ 
JULY,  1900. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  HER  MAJESTY'S  STATIONERY  OFFIGI^ 

BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN'S  LANS, 

PUNTSBS  IN  OKDINABT  VO  HSB  MAJBBTT. 


And  to  be  purehafled,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookaeller,  from 

BYRE  k  SPOTTISWOODB,  Bast  Habdino  Stbbit,  Plebt  Stbekt.  B.C.,  tad 

S2.  Abingdon  Stbebt,  Webtm inbtsb,  S.W.  ;  or 

JOHN  MBNZIBS  &  Co.,  12,  uanotbb  Stbbet,  Bdinbuboh,  and 

90,  Wbbt  Nils  Stbbet,  Glasgow  ;  or 

HODGES,  FIGGIS,  k  Oo.,  Limited,  104,  Gbaron  Stbbbt,  Dubliii. 

1900. 
[Cd.  1—123.]  Price  Twopence. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS. 


Paoi 

O-IXATZ — 

Introductory  remarks    ^ 3 

Imports   ^ ^ 4 

Exports    ^ 5 

Agriculture ^ « 5 

Yiutage    ^ 6 

Petroleum   6 

Bailways ^ 8 

Mercantile  marine ^ 9 

Post  and  telegraph « 10 

Sugar   M— M «  10 

Roumanian  industries  at  Paris  Exhibition..^ ~ 12 

Works  of  European  Commission  of  the  Danube », - 12 

Shipping » 12 

Wood  trade - ^ ~ 18 

Harrest  prospects  ^ 14 

Statistics ^„. .......».....•....*......•«>•.••* »*- 16 

BsAiLA  trade  report ^ 20 

SuLivA  trade  report 26 

KusTBNDJis  trade  report 27 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  2486.  Annual  Series. 

Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No,  2305. 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  Rowmaniafor  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Acting  Consul-General  Liddell. 

(Beceived  at  Foreign  Office,  June  25, 1900.) 

The  year  1899  will  long  be  remembered  in  Roumania  Introductory 
as  a  year  of  keen  disappointment  and  failure.  The  agri-  remarks, 
cultural  prospects,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  pointed  to 
a  prosperous  harvest,  the  winter  had  been  mild  and  the 
autumn  sowings  stood  well,  but  the  long  continued  drought 
all  through  the  spring  and  summer  together  with  the  scorching 
heat,  banished  all  hopes,  and  the  harvest  cannot  v/ell  be 
described  otherwise  than  as  a  complete  failure  all  round.  Nor 
was  it  only  the  grain  crops  that  suffered,  but  the  pasture  land 
was  also  withered  up,  and  in  many  localities  the  cattle  died 
for  want  of  food.  The  peasants,  indeed,  were  at  a  loss  how  to 
feed  their  beasts,  and  were  in  many  instances  ready  to  part  with 
them  at  a  ridiculously  low  figure.  Fortunately,  however,  this 
further  disaster  was  averted  partly  by  the  timely  intervention  of 
the  Government  in  buying  forage  from  abroad,  partly  by  the 
welcome  though  tardy  advent  of  rain  that  refreshed  to  some 
extent  the  dried  up  pastures,  but  which  profited  little  the  crops 
with  the  exception  perhaps  of  the  maize. 

With  the  failure  of  the  harvest,  exportation  became  limited, 
thus  lessening  the  inflow  of  mohey  into  the  country,  causing  a 
marked  falling-ofl"  in  the  railway  receipts,  and  in  all  branches  of 
the  State  revenues.  The  usual  brisk  commercial  and  financial 
movement  gave  way  to  an  acute  economic  crisis  which  was 
keenly  felt  by  all  classes  and  permeated  through  all  branches  of 
businesa  The  receipts  of  the  Treasury  diminished,  new  taxes 
were  imposed  in  order  to  make  up  the  deficit  in  the  Budget,  the 
financial  crisis  abroad,  the  mising  of  the  rate  of  discount  by  the 
banks,  the  general  feeling  of  insecurity,  all  affected  and  hampered 
the  commercial  activity  of  the  country.  Credit  became  restricted 
and  failures  and  general  stagnation  resulted.  The  principal  State 
funds  experienced  considerable  depreciation ;  stiU  it  is  worthy  of 
note  that  the  solidity  of  the  more  important  national  institutions 
remained  practically  unshaken.  The  National  Bank  did  what  lay 
in  its  power  to  lessen  the  effects  of  the  crisis,  and  other  banking 
(632)  A  2 
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institutions  followed  its  example  in  tiding  over  the  difficulties  of 
the  situation  and  obviatmg,  as  far  as  possible,  forced  liquidations 
amongst  their  debtors.  Had  it  not  been  for  their  efforts  Roumanian 
commerce  would  have  been  in  even  a  more  sorry  plight.  Given, 
however,  a  plentiful  harvest  this  year,  the  country  will  right 
itself. 

Unfortunately  I  am  only  in  a  position  to  give  the  official 
import  figures  for  the  year  1898,  as  the  statistics  of  last  year  are 
not  yet  published.  I  have,  however,  thought  it  might  not  be 
altogether  without  use  to  give  certain  tables  which  wiU  be  found 
at  the  conclusion  of  this  report,  showing  the  trade  of  Koumania 
for  the  last  ID  years,  and  whilst  specially  alluding  to  the  past 
year,  I  propose  to  dea)  generally  with  the  commercial  })ro- 
gress  of  the  country  during  that  period,  namely,  from  1889  to 
1898. 
Impoftt.  From  the  figures  given  in  Table  ]»A  it  will  be  observed  that  the 

imports  into  Eoumania  from  the  United  Kingdom  decreased  fn»m 
3,150,846/.  in  1897  to  3,045,776/.  in  1898,  a  difference  of  104,570/., 
but  if  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  import  of  coal  fell  from  295,721/. 
in  1897  to  166,679/.  in  1898,  showing  a  decrease  of  129,042/.,  the 
difference  of  the  two  years  is  more  than  accounted  for.  Tiie  coal 
stiike  in  England  must,  I  consider,  be  made  responsible  for  this 
difference,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  reversinu  or  at  le<ist  a 
partial  reversion  to  the  higher  figure  will  take  place.  This  may, 
however,  not  altogether  be  realised  as  will  be  gathered  from  my 
remarks  on  the  Roumanian  railways  in  a  later  piragraph. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  an  increase  in  the  import  of  cotton 
thread,  jute  and  jute  cloths,  rolled  sheet  iion,  tin  and  tin-plates, 
woollen  tissues,  steel  and  iron  rails,  sewing  cotton,  vegetable  oils, 
jute  and  abacca  thread  as  well  as  some  other  articles.  Rice  has 
also  shown  an  increase  over  1897,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this 
increase  would  have  been  still  more  considerable  had  not  the  fear 
of  importing  the  plague  with  the  rice  turned  away  at  least  one 
cargo.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  somewhat  large  failing-off  in 
tissues  of  cotton  dyed  and  printed  to  be  deplored.  Machinery 
imports  remain  much  the  same.  It  is,  however,  a  pity  that  the 
British  patterns  are  not  more  extensively  used.  The  weight  is 
said  to  militate  against  their  success,  as  reapers  and  binders  are 
turned  out  in  lighter  patterns  by  American  makers,  but  the  heavier 
threshing  machines,  I  am  informed,  are  supplied  almost  entirely  by 
British  firms. 

I  am  unwilling  to  take  up  the  already  thread-bare  subject  of 
the  lack  of  initiative  or  conservatism  of  the  British  manufacturers 
80  far  as  their  foreign  rivals  are  concerned,  but  there  is  still  a 
great  deal  that  might  be  done  in  studying  the  wants  of  the  would- 
be  foreign  purchaser  and  conforming  to  them  in  a  more  or  less 
d^ee  as  is  now  done  by  firms  on  the  Continent,  nor  will  I  dwell 
upon  the  almost  universal  and  foolish  habit  of  seiiding 
numbers  of  well  got  up  catalogues  printed  in  English  alone 
and  with  English  quotations  which  convey  so  little  to  the  foreign 
mind. 
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As  regards  other  countries,  the  trade  of  Austria-Hungary  and 
Germany  both  show  slight  increases,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that 
-  whereas  the  imports  from  Holland  which  in  1897  only  amounted 
to  838  tons,  rose  in  1898  to  48,661  tons,  whilst  the  export  figures 
show  an  increase  of  16,389  tons  to  31,615  tons  in  the  correspond- 
ing period.  This  increase  must  be  attributed  to  the  establishment 
of  the  regular  line  of  Roumanian  Government  steamers  trading 
directly  between  the  Danube  and  Rotterdam,  carrying  general 
cargo  and  Westphalian  coal  homewards  and  grain  cargoes  out- 
wards. 

^  Out  of  a  total  export  of  2,644,192  tons  valued  at  1 1,327,262 1  Bxport^ 
in  1898,  the  United  Kingdom  was  responsible  for  only  405,265  tons 
valued  at  1,498,364/.  This  betokens  a  considerable  falling-off  as 
compared  with  former  years  (see  Table  1.  B).  But  this  must  not  be 
taken  as  showing  a  decline  in  the  carrying  trade  of  the  United 
Kingdom  so  far  as  Roumania  is  concerned.  Still  after  the  well- 
sustained  average  of  tonnage  amounting  to  60  per  cent  of  the  whole, 
credited  to  the  United  Kingdom  since  1889,  the  drop  to  47  per  cent, 
in  1898,  and  41*68  per  cent,  in  1899,  is  not  altogether  satisfactory, 
but  it  betokens  indifiFerent  harvests  and  low  rates  of  freights. 

Belgium  still  heads  the  list  with  33  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
export  trade.  This  has  been  a  steadily  increasing  trade.  Antwerp, 
as  has  been  observed  in  a  former  report,  is  now  the  port  of  dis- 
charge not  only  for  Belgium  but  also  for  Germany  and  Switzer- 
land. Austria-Hungary  also  shows  an  increase  of  nearly  8  per 
cent,  over  1897,  and  here  too  since  1889  there  has  been  progressive 
development. 

On  the  whole,  the  imports  into  Roumania  from  all  countries 
during  the  last  10  years  have  not  varied  to  any  appreciable 
extent.  The  highest  recorded  figures  during  that  period  are 
17,467,307/.  in  1891,  and  17,219,589/.  in  1893  ;  and  in  those  two 
years  the  United  Kingdom  contributed  respectively  4,588,180/.  and 
3,760,543/.  to  the  total.  The  lowest  figures  in  the  corresponding 
period  are  12,182,980/.  and  13,516,916/.  in  1895  and  1896,  the 
imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  being  respectively  2,359,359/. 
and  2,934,699/.  Table  2  shows  the  percentage  of  total  value  con- 
tributed by  different  countries. 

The  export  trade  of  Roumania  is  entirely  dependent  upon  the 
goodness  or  the  reverse  of  the  harvest  and  the  conditions  prevail- 
ing in  other  countries. 

As  has  already  been  stated  in  the  introductory  remarks  to  this  Agriculture, 
report,  the  harvest  throughout  Roumania  was  most  unsatisfactory, 
and  in  order  to  indicate  more  precisely  to  what  extent  such  was  the 
case,  I  have  prepared  a  table  (No.  4)  showing  the  area  sown,  and  the 
yield  in  bushels  per  acre  for  the  last  five  years,  and  the  average 
of  these  years.  In  each  case  it  will  readily  be  observed  that  the 
yield  of  1899  is  far  inferior  to  the  average.  The  maize  also  was 
far  from  being  a  good  crop  and  gave  but  a  meagre  return,  the 
yield  being  estimated  as  26,863,925  bushels  in  1899,  as  against 
98,758,000  bushels  in  1898,  and  an  average  of  67,511,950  bushels 
for  the  last  five  years. 
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Tintege.  Tlie  vines,  on  the  other  hand,  gave  a  plentiful  return,  and  wine 

which  had  risen  considerably  in  price  fell  again  to  its  normal  fi,2;ure. 
Much  has  been  done  in  Roumania  during  the  last  few  years  to 
improve  the  \ines  and  combat  the  ravages  of  the  phylloxera.  So 
long  as  Roumania  remains  a  purely  agricultural  country,  so  long 
will  climatic  influences  affect  its  export  trade,  but  other  resources, 
though  as  yet  undeveloped,  are  at  hand,  and  should  in  the  near 
future  prove  a  substantial  help  when  drought  or  flood  damage  the 
crops. 

Petroleiun.  The  petroleum  industry  has  made  immense  strides  of  late,  and 

if  only  it  can  be  fostered  in  a  proper  and  befitting  manner  as 
seems  likely  to  be  tlie  case,  there  is  no  reason  why  Roumania 
should  not  enter  the  lists  as  a  formidable  rival  to  other  petro- 
liferous countries.  Petroleum  is  known  to  exist  in  great  quan- 
tities and  the  quality  of  much  of  it  is  excellent,  still  there  are 
many  causes  that  at  present  militate  a^^ainst  any  great  or  sudden 
development  in  the  industry.  Over-production,  or  ratlier  produc- 
tion wliicli  is  altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the  means  of 
transport,  as  well  as  the  excessive  dearness  of  such  transport  have 
too  often  caused  the  cessation  of  work  at  the  oil  centres,  and 
produced  heavy  falls  in  prices.  During  the  winter  of  1898  the 
waiigon  of  10  tons  never  realised  less  than  16/.,  but  in  1899  prices 
fell  rapidly  to  11.  45.  Wlien  once  the  price  of  transport  becomes 
reasonable,  there  can  be  no  reason  why  Roumania  should  not 
compete  with  the  United  States  of  America  and  Russia,  and  this 
is  abundantly  proved  by  the  production  of  the  borings  at  Baicoi, 
Tintca,  and  Cftmpina.  which  furnish  from  15  to  30  waggons,  i,c,, 
150  to  300  tons  daily.  But  Roumania  possesses  this  advantage, 
namely,  her  ports  on  the  Black  Sea  and  River  Danube ;  the  prime 
necessity  is  tliat  the  ports  should  promptly  be  connected  with 
the  petroleum  centres  by  pipe  lines.  This  would  inevitably 
relieve  the  petroleum  industry  of  the  present  transport  prices  that 
hinder  its  growth.  It  may  not  be  devoid  of  all  interest  to  here 
quote  the  price  of  transport  per  waggon  of  10  tons  : — 


From — 


1.  Ploesti  [i.e.,  the  petroleum  of  the  district  of  PrahoTa  to 

Constantza  (Kustendjie)]  Ti&  Bucarest .. 

2.  Ploesti  to  Galatz 

3.  C^mpina  to  Galatz    . . 

4.  C4mpina  to  Constantza        


Per  10  Tons. 

Fr. 

c. 

84 

2^^ 

60 

06 

71 

10 

95 

10 

Up  till  1895  many  private  capitalists  and  even  the  now 
flourishing  Steana  Romana,  with  a  capital  of  1,200,000/.,  had 
fallen  on  evil  days,  but  since  then  an  improvement  has  taken 
place  and  mere  speculation  has  given  way  to  solid  business. 

Several  important  societies  have  been  founded  and  considerable 
amounts  of  capital  have  been  sunk.  To  judge  from  the  annexed 
figures  success  seems  to  have  crowned  in  most  instances  the  enter- 
prises. 
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From  July,  1887,  to  July,  1898.  there  were  in  the  four  principal 
petroliferous  centres,  namely : — 


Borings. 

Hand  Wells. 

Diftriot. 

FroduotiTe. 

Non- 

ProdnotiTe 

on  being 

Bored. 

ProdnctiTe. 

Non- 

Productiye 

on  being 

Bored. 

1.  DimboTitsa.. 

2.  PrahoTa 
8.  Buzen 
4.  Bacau 

•  • 

27 

4 

46 

•  • 

40 

10 

8 

107 

855 

87 

833 

35 

410 

3 

44 

Total     .. 

77 

58 

882 

492 

In  March,  1899— 


Borings. 

Hand  WelU. 

District. 

Producti?e. 

Non- 

Productive 

on  being 

Bored. 

Non- 

Productiye.      Productive 
on  being 
Bared. 

1.  Dimbo^itza  • . 

2.  PrahoTa 
8.  Buzen 
4.  Bacau 

42 
4 

40 

45 

10 

8 

115 

400 

90 

840 

40 
450 

10 
120 

Total     .. 

86 

63 

945                  620 

The  production  of  the  above  districts,  which,  in  1895,  did  not 
exceed  14,600  tons,  rose  in  1897-98  to  134,180  tons,  a  very 
considerable  increase. 

Actually  owing  to  the  results  obtained  from  the  different 
borings  and  wells  at  Baicoi,  Tintca  ajid  C§,mpina,  the  production 
has  risen  to  about  1,000  tons  daily.  In  three  years'  time  it  is 
calculated  that  the  production  will  reach  nearly  1,000,000  tons 
annually. 

During  the  last  two  years  storage  reservoirs  have  been  con- 
structed at  Bucarest,  Ploesti,  Baicoi,  Gradjeni,  Titu,  Fetesti,  Buzen^ 
Marasesti  and  Galatz. 


(632) 


A  4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


<  GALATZ. 

The  quantity  of  petroleum  refined  during  1898  was- 


Refiiierj  at — 

Quanuty. 

Buoarest 

Dimboritzji 

Buzeii          

PrahoTa       

Bacau          

Ton». 
14,511 
17.622 
6.891 
44^348 
10,010 

Total        

98,382 

The    undermentioned   firms    exported    to    Austria-Hungary, 
(Jermany,  Italy,  and  Bulgaria — 

I         Quantity. 


The  Steana  Romana 
The  Araheixn  Society 
Mr.  G.  Sfetesca      .. 


Tons. 
17,101 
2.110 
300 


Total 


ly,611 


Bj^sumI 


III  4 


Total  production 


Refined 
Residue 
Exported 


Quantity. 


Tons. 
134,180 

93,382 
21,290 
19,511 


Railways.  There  are  now  1,932  miles  of  railway  open  as  against  1,550 

miles  in  1890  and  1,713  miles  in  1895,  and  there  are  72 
miles  under  construction  and  360  miles  under  survey.  The 
total  amount  actually  expended  up  to  date  on  the  railways  is 
28,705,082/.,  including  the  construction  of  the  railway  bridge  at 
Cemavoda  which  cost  1,375,480/.  The  total  revenue  in  1899  was 
1,847,891/.,  and  the  working  expenses  about  1,500,000/.  sterling. 
The  railways  give  employment  to  6,559  permanent  cfl&cials  and  to 
13,570  platelayers,  navvies  and  workmen. 

I  have  referred  in  previous  reports  to  the  use  of  lignite  mixed 
with  petroleum  refuse  as  fuel  for  locomotives.  The  first  experi- 
ments in  this  direction  were  made  in  1888,  when  11  locomotives 
were  converted  to  use  petroleum  as  fuel,  but  the  scarcity  of  the 
supply  then  rendered  the  attempt  abortive.  It  was  then  suggested 
that  a  mixture  of  lignite  and  petroleum  should  be  tried,  and  this, 
after  lengthy  trials,  was  eventually  adopted  by  the  railway  direc- 
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torate.  There  were,  however,  diflSculties  to  bj  contended  with, 
namely,  the  high  price  of  lignite,  which  was  then  only  extracted 
in  small  quantities,  and  the  large  amount  of  clinker  formed  during 
combustion,  and  the  fact  that  two  firemen  are  needed  to  each 
locomotive.  It  was  not  until  1896  that  a  novel  apparatus  was  hit 
upon  that  obviated  any  change  in  the  furnace  and  allowed  the 
burning  of  lignite  even  of  inferior  quality  by  the  injection  of 
pulverised  petroleum.  This  system  was  found  to  work  satis- 
factorily, and  in  1897  it  was  decided  that  a  considerable  number 
of  locomotives  should  be  fitted  with  the  new  apparatus.  From 
this  date  up  t'U  December  31,  1899,  175  locomotives  have  been 
converted,  namely,  one  in  1896,  11  in  1897,  59  in  1898,  and  104 
last  year. 

The  consumption  of  petroleum  for  use  on  the  locomotives, 
which  in  1896  only  reached  2,200  tons,  rose  in  1899  to  15,200 
tons,  whilst  that  of  lignite  rose  from  17,200  tons  to  67,000  tons  in 
the  corresponding  period.  During  the  month  of  November  last 
the  Roumanian  State  Railway  locomotives  consumed  no  less  than 
1,700  tons  of  petroleum  and  8,374  tons  of  lignite.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  sums  of  money  expended  by  the  railway  directorate  on 
fuel  imported  from  abroad  decreased  by  16,000^.  during  the  period 
1896-99.  In  order  to  provide  the  locomotives  with  petroleum, 
reservoirs  of  100-200  tons  capacity  have  been  built  at  Turn 
Severin,  Pitesti,  Titu,  Fetesti,  Marasesti,  Ploesti,  Buzen  and 
Bucarest.  These  reservoirs  are  fitted  with  elevators  and  steam 
pumps  for  transferring  the  petroleum  to  the  locomotives.  Their 
approximate  cost  was  7,400i. 

A  spirit  of  initiative  has  been  shown  by  the  State  Railways  in 
the  establishment  of  the  weekly  through  services  between  Paris 
and  Constantinople,  and  Ostend  and  Constantinople  vik  Bucarest 
and  Const  an  tza,  as  well  as  a  daily  service  between  Bucarest  and 
Berlin  viS,  Lemberg,  &c.  The  Ostend-Constantinople  service 
has  since  its  inauguration  been  run  at  a  heavy  loss,  and  although 
a  great  convenience  to  passengers  going  through  to  Bucarest  and 
other  parts  of  Roumania  vi&  the  capital  has  not  been  attended 
with  that  success  which  was  expected.  The  Berlin-Bucarest  daily 
express  which  was  started  last  year,  leaves  room  for  considerable 
improvement  as  far  as  passenger  accommodation  is  concerned,  and 
I  am  led  to  believe  that  a  corridor  train  with  sleeping  and  restaurant 
carriages  will  soon  be  run  in  the  place  of  the  one  through  carriage 
that  is  now  at  the  disposal  of  passengers.  It  is  also,  I  consider,  a 
pity  that  only  Bucarest  is  taken  into  consideration  in  the  running 
of  this  express,  and  that  provincial  towns  of  such  importance  as 
Galatz  and  Braila  are  so  entirely  neglected.  Slight  modifications 
in  the  existing  time-tables  would  materially  assist  the  popularity 
of  the  train  and  add  much  to  its  utility. 

In  1897  the  Roumanian  Grovemment  received  delivery  of  five  Mercantile 
cargo  boats,  of  which  three  were  built  by  Messrs.  Napier  of  Glasgow  Af*"^«- 
and  two  by  Messrs.  Howaldt  of  Kiel.     These  five  steamers  form 
the  line  of  freight  steamers  running  directly  between  the  Danube 
and  Rotterdam  carrying  Westphalian  coal  and  general  cargo  home- 
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Post  and 
telegraphe. 


wards  and  grain  and  timber  outwards.  These  steamers  have,  to 
some  extent,  had  the  effect  for  which  they  were  originally 
established,  namely,  the  reduction  of  the  deficit  incurred  by 
the  Constantza-Constantinople  passenger  line.  It  was  expected 
that  in  time  the  Koumanian  Constantza-Constantinople  line  would 
be  extended  to  Alexandria,  but  this  scheme  has  never  yet  been 
realised,  though  goods  can  now  be  forwarded  at  through  rates 
owing  to  an  arrangement  made  with  the  Khedivial  line  of  steamers 
running  from  Constantinople. 

It  has  more  than  once  been  hinted  at  that  the  Roumanian 
Government  is  anxious  to  rid  itself  of  the  existing  cargo  steamers, 
but  I  am  unaware  that  any  definite  decision  has  been  arrived  at 
on  this  subject. 

The  last  10  years  have  witnessed  a  very  large  development  in 
the  telegraphic  and  telephonic  system  of  Roumania  which  has 
been  greatly  improved  and  must  commend  itself  to  the  public 
that  makes  use  of  it.  The  following  figures  speak  for  them- 
selves : — 


Staff      

Letterboxes 

Letters    •• 

Postcards 

Printed  matter  and  paperf* 

TeleiTiin  B.     inland,    pre^'nte.! 

(private) 
Teiegramts  (official) 

„         presented  (foreign).. 

„         receiTed 


Number. 


1897-98. 

1888-89. 

6,245 

4,550 

18,498,855 

14,386.585 

29,873,428 

1,474 

812 

12,772,976 

3,436,453 

4,907,377 

1,473,701 
147,349 
284,002 
258,434 

870,313 
105,802 
170,870 
186,811 

NoTB. — Telegraph  wire,  length :  6,822  kilometres. 


Sugar  manu- 
factories. 


The  telegraph  wire  has  now  been  constructed  between 
Bucarest  and  Berlin,  for  the  exclusive  use  of  messages  passing 
between  the  two  capitals.  This  wire  was  to  have  been  continued 
to  Constantza  and  thence  by  submarine  cable  to  Constan- 
tinople. 

The  consumption  of  sugar  in  Eoumania  averages  about  18,000 
tons  per  annum.  Up  to  the  present  time  Eoumania  has  been 
obliged  to  import  from  abroad  five-sixths  of  the  sugar  consumed 
as  the  manufactory  of  Saseont,  the  one  sugar  factory  in  the 
country,  produced  only  about  3,000  tons  of  sugar  a  year. 

The  reasons  given  why  the  manufacture  of  sugar  has  remained 
so  backward  is  to  be  found  in  the  belief  that  the  soil  was  unfitted 
for  the  cultivation  of  beetroot,  and  also  that  there  was  not  enough 
money  to  be  made  out  of  it. 

It  was  only  in  1894-95  that  practical  experiments  undertaken 
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at  the  agricultural  school  of  Herestreu,  on  a  property  belonging 
to  the  Crown,  clearly  demonstrated  that  not  only  did  the  beetroot 
cultivation  bring  considerable  returns  to  the  farmer,  but  also  that 
the  plant  grown  in  Eoiimania  yielded  a  quantity  of  sugar  superior 
to  that  obtained  under  similar  conditions  from  plants  in  Austria- 
Hungary.  Chemical  analysis  of  beetroot  cultivated  nt  Herestreu 
,and  Gherghitza  proved  that  even  in  dry  years  the  plants  contained 
on  the  average  15  to  17  per  cent,  of  sugar,  whereas  those 
.cultivated  in  Austria  gave  only  13  or  14  per  cent.  After  obtain- 
ing such  satisfactory  results  the  sugar  industry  took  fresh  life. 
The  sugar  refinery  at  Kitila  that  had  fallen  into  disuse  was 
restored  and  put  into  working  order  again,  and  thougli  only 
760  tons  of  sugar  were  manufactured  last  year,  yet  this  refinery 
is  quite  capable  of  turning  out  2,000  tons. 

Following  the  example  of  Kitila,  the  refinery  of  Marasesti 
was  established  in  1897  by  a  society  with  a  capital  of  3,000/. 
This  factory  which  only  began  work  in  1898  turned  out  over 
2,000  tons  of  sugar.  A  Brussels  society  called  "  Soci^te  Gdnerale 
de  Sucrerie  et  de  EaflBnerie  en  Eoumanie"  has  bought  up  the 
Sascont  refinery  and  started  another  factory  at  Iloman  in 
Moldavia. 

During  last  year  the  sugar  production  of  Eoumania  amounted 
to  5,476  tons,  as  follows : — 


District.  Qaanti(y. 


T 


Tons. 


Ss.scout        2,645 

Mamsesti 2,081 

Kitila          I  750 

Total 5,476 


Under   the   new   conditions,  however,   it   is   hoped   that  the 
production    of    sugar    in    Roumania    will   reach    the    following 


figures : — 


District. 

Quantity. 

Sascont 
Marasesti 
KitUa 
Boman 

Total 

ToDB. 

5,000 
4.000 
2,000 
7,000 

18,000 

that  is  to  say,  that  it  is  hoped  tliat  after  1900  Roumania  will  be 
independent  of  foreign  countries  for  her  supply  of  sugar. 

It  may  be  added  that  every  facility  is  granted  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  encourage  the  development  of  the  industry,  such  as  a 
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bounty  of  16  c.  (about  1^^/.)  per  kilo.  (2*2  lbs.)  is  granted  until 
1914  on  sugar  manufactured  and  delivered  in  the  country  for 
consumption,  reduced  i-ailway  rates  on  beetroot  for  sugar  and  the 
residue  after  manufacture,  besides  a  heavy  protective  tariff. 

Roumania  is  represented  at  the  Paris  Exhibition  in  tlie  sec- 
tions of  education,  works  of  art,  art  and  sciences,  mechanical 
appliances,  electricity,  civil  engineering,  means  of  transport,  agri- 
culture, horticulture,  silviculture,  pisciculture,  mines  and  minerals, 
tissues  and  stuffs,  chemicals,  social  economy,  hygiene,  colonisation, 
army  and  navy. 

Under  the  able  administration  of  the  European  Commission 
of  the  Danube  the  river  has  been  improved  immensely  during 
the  last  10  years.  Wliereas  in  1890  there  was  only  20  J  feet  of 
water  over  the  bar  at  Sulina,  in  1895  there  was  24  feet.  The 
great  advantages  to  shipping  of  the  dredging  operations  there 
will  be  readily  gathered  from  the  fact  that  in  1890,  131  vessels 
had  to  complete  loading  in  the  roadstead,  in  1894  no  less  than 
142,  whilst  in  1899  this  figure  had  dropped  to  two  (both  Austrian 
vessels)  despite  the  fact  that  the  average  tonnage  of  ships  fre- 
quenting the  river  has  increased  steadily.  Nor  have  the  facilities 
to  navigation  been  limited  to  the  Sulina  mouth  only,  the  wliole 
of  the  Sulina  branch  has  been  greatly  improved  throughout,  in 
1894  the  great  cutting  of  the  first  loop  of  the  great  M  bend  of 
the  river  was  finished  and  thrown  open,  the  new  channel  being 
from  the  8th  to  the  18th  milestones.  In  October,  1897,  the 
awkward  bends  between  the  31st  and  37th  milestones  dis- 
appeared owing  to  another  cutting,  whilst  the  following  year 
witnessed  the  inauguration  of  the  cutting  between  the  40^  and 
42nd  milestones.  Upon  its  completion  the  stupendous  task  of 
cutting  a  channel  onwards  from  the  18th  mile  to  the  river  at  the 
27th  milestone  through  Lake  Obretin  was  imdertaken  and  actively 
pursued.  This  cutting  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  opened  to  navigation 
by  the  year  1902.  The  river  then  from  Sulina  up  to  Tulcea  will 
be  more  like  a  straight  canal  than  a  river.  By  means  of  groynes 
the  depth  of  water  has  been  maintained  and  improved,  and  the 
oft  recurring  instances  of  the  sudden  formation  of  banks  in 
Sulina  channel  have  been  largely  minimised. 

Shipowners  whatever  other  troubles  they  may  have  on 
Danube  ought  to  be  sincerely  grateful  to  the  authorities  on 
European  Commission  of  the  l3anube  for  the  admirable  way  in 
which  the  works  have  been  and  are  being  carried  out. 

The  total  tonnage  of  all  nationalities  visiting  the  Danube 
during  the  year  1899  was  1,070,367  tons  with  1,056  vessels 
showing  a  decrease  of  405,752  tons  and  363  vessels  on  the  totals 
for  1898.  A  table  attached  at  the  end  of  this  report  shows  the 
total  tonnage  trading  with  the  Danube  since  1888  and  the  pro- 
portion of  British  sYiipping  to  the  whole.  From  this  it  will  be 
noticed  that  the  percentage  of  tonnage  credited  to  British  vessels 
has  fallen  considerably  from  68  per  cent,  in  1893  to  41*68  per 
cent,  in  1899,  it  must,  however,  not  be  forgotten  that  1899  was 
an  exceedingly  bad  year,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  there  should 
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not  l>e  aTeveraion  to  the  higher  figures  if  the  harvest  this  year  is 
satisfactory. 

As  regards  the  port  of  Galatz  the  entrances  and  clearances 
show  117  steamers  of  165,452  tons,  as  against  182  steamers  of 
239,150  tons  in  1898.  Of  these,  29,  with  an  aggregate  of  41,279 
tons,  arrived  in  ballast,  41  were  partially  loaded,  11  brou.i:;ht  coal 
cargc»es  from  the  United  Kingdom,  33  came  with  general  cargo 
from  Antwerp  and  Liverpool,  Eotterdam,  Liverpool,  Antwerp  and 
London,  London,  Antwerp  and  Swansea,  two  were  loaded  with 
rice  from  Eangoon,  and  one  brought  a  cargo  of  rails  from  Mary- 
port.  The  shipping  of  other  countries  loading  up  the  river 
was: — 


Country. 


Sailing. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


Steam. 


Number  of 
'      Vegsels. 


Tons. 


Austria-Hungary 

i 

.. 

i          68 

04,587 

-Belgium 

, , 

! 

1            1 

2,391 

Bulgaria 

2 

364 

Denmark 

. . 

3 

5,171 

France  

,, 

'           26 

33,931 

Germany 

. , 

14 

19,471 

Greece 

1           61 

17.471 

81 

120,299 

Holland 

, . 

, . 

1 

1,353 

Italy 

1 

617 

5i 

82,714 

Boumania 

6 

1,197 

35 

49,939 

Bussia 

1           *  * 

1 

133 

66,590 

Samoa 

1            3 

788 

,, 

, , 

Spain     .. 

•  • 

'                         m  . 

1 

383 

lurkey 

165 

j       86,006 

42 

26,068 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  an  important  trade  in  Wood  trade* 
timber  has  grown  up  in  Galatz  in  recent  years.  Timber  is  now 
brought  to  Galatz  docks  by  rail  from  Galicia,  Bucovina,  and 
Transylvania  for  shipment  to  the  Mediterranean,  Black  Sea  ports 
and  Eotterdam.  The  trade  with  the  last-mentioned  port  has 
lately  developed ;  only  by  praiseworthy  enterprise  and  the  study  of 
the  strictest  economy  lias  a  well-known  Britij<li  firm  been  able  to 
induce  shippers  to  send  their  wood  vid  Galatz  instead  of  through 
Odessa.  There  is,  however,  some  apprehension  lest  this  trade 
should  again  be  lost,  owing  to  the  efforts  made  by  the  Russians  to 
regain  it  for  their  port.  The  Eussians  grant  reduced  tariffs  to  all 
wood  sent  over  their  railway  system,  allow  shippers  a  large  piece 
of  ground  rent  free  for  the  storage  of  wood,  and  other  facilities, 
whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Eoumanian  rail  charges  are 
larger,  the  rent  paid  for  limited  storage  ground  in  the  docks 
enormously  high,  and  the  foi-malities  connected  with  exportation 
of  a  troublesome  and  intricate  nature. 
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The  total  export  of  wood  through  Sulina  has  been :- 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Plai>k8. 

Timber. 

1895         

1896        .. 

1897          

1898        

1899        

Pieces. 
2,215.757 

672,640 
2,868,113 
1,913,579 

583,224 

Cubic  metres. 
224,739 
203,612 
228,878 
214,0^6 
356,195 

From  Galatz  itself  tlie  export  in  transit  wooil  has  heen : — 


Year. 


QnantitT. 


1897 
1898 
1899 


Tons. 
55,930 
58,530 
87,210 


Of  this,  Rotterdam  has  absorbed  the  largest  quantity,  more  than 
50  per  cent,  of  the  total  having  been  sent  thither. 

The  total  export  of  grain  from  Roumanian  ports  on  the  Danube 
amounted  to  6,228,649  quarters,  against  10,000,000  quarters  in 
1898.  About  one-tenth  of  the  total  amount  was  shipped  at 
Galatz,  and  about  seven-eighths  at  Braila,  comparatively  small 
quantities  only  coming  from  lleni,  Toultcha,  Kilia,  and  Ismail. 
|£ar?est  After   the  disastrous  failure   of  last  year's  crops  it  is  to  be 

prospects.  hoped  that  the  countrj^  this  year  may  be  more  fortunate.  At 
present  there  seems  to  be  reasonable  prospect  of  this.  The 
winter  was  long  and  at  times  severe,  but  the  autumn  sowings 
appear  to  have  stood  well.  Rain,  however,  is  said  to  be  wanted 
in  many  districts  to  start  the  maize.  It  will  indeed  be  unfortu- 
nate if  the  maize,  proWdiug  as  it  does  the  staple  food  of  the 
peasant  population,  is  again  a  bad  crop. 

The  colza  promises  well,  and  the  crop  is  valued  at  about 
2,000,000/. ;  a  larger  acreage  is  under  colza  than  has  been  the 
case  for  several  years. 
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Table  1. — Total  British  Trade  of  the  Danube  during  the 
Years  1889-98. 

A. — Imports. 


Year. 


Total. 


British. 


1    Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

1889 

486,439 

14,717,763 

163,126 

4,086,444 

1890 

653,938 

14,511,642 

200,788 

3,902,348 

1891 

702,604 

17,467,307 

239,062 

4,588,180 

1892 

663,370 

15,229,892 

269,959 

3,363,614 

1893 

727,125 

17,219,589 

308,884 

3,760,543 

1894 

718,272 

16,885,691 

302,349 

8,361,160 

1895 

617,229 

12,182,980 

306,821 

2,359,359 

1896 

656,077 

18,516,916 

290,822 

2,934,699 

1897 

693,819 

14,231,312 

349,605 

3,150,346 

1898 

882,902 

16,696,337 

232,268 

3,045,776 

B. — Exports. 


Total. 

Britisli 

Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value, 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£     • 

1889 

2,236,943 

10,966,685 

1,183,180 

5,622,040 

i8yo 

2,220,944 

ll,u38,»36 

1,872,314 

6,455,420 

1891 

2,054,606 

10,986,483 

1,193,339 

5,748,640 

1892 

1,959,801 

11,415,362 

900,827 

4,823.360 

1893 

2,895,490 

14,826,071 

717,743 

3,215,976 

1894 

2,071,161 

11,767,935 

649,189 

3,153,666 

1895 

2,040,729 

10,601,986 

605,516 

3,014,520 

1896 

2,660,467 

12,962,266 

962,964 

4,477,233 

1897 

2,082,245 

8,967,187 

539,317 

2,186,985 

1898 

2.644,192 

11,327,262 

405,265 

1,498,364 
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Table  & — Exports  of  Cereals  from  Boumanian  Danube  Ports 
through  Sulina  during  the  Years  1895-99. 


ArticlM; 

1896. 

1806. 

QuanUtr. 
1807. 

1888. 

1899. 

Qaartera  ... 

5,685,740 

1,528.899 

84,746 

1.388.169 

1,619,021 

414,926 

3.449 

22,880 

64,928 

7,434,615 

1,899,481 

134,989 

1,395,868 

2,354,992 

113,455 

16,676 

8992 

31,521 

2,566,828 

1,813,963 

263,090 

979,055 

3,661,661 

207,230 

56,420 

16,736 

125,549 

2,413,544 

2,123,620 

638,687 

705,447 

4,419.492 

107,006 

43,046 

5,046 

244,396 

970.479 
546,785 
204,861 

3,974;874 

89,981 

40,482 

948 

102,396 

Total  .^ 

10,806,758 

13,390,489 

9.680,432 

10,600.184 

6,224,1SC 

Flour        

Tons 

23,588 

23,869 

9,974 

3,226 

22,252 

Table  6. — Tonnage  Trading  with  the  Danube  for  tlie 
Years  1889-99. 


Total 

Total 
Tonnage. 

Number  of 

Tear. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

British 
Yefsels. 

Tonnage. 
1,000,773 

Percentage. 

1889    .. 

1,870 

1,473,345 

842 

67-93 

1890    .. 

1,828 

1,639,445 

778 

983,862 

63-91 

1891     .. 

1,723 

1,512,030 

773 

990,935 

66-53 

1892    .. 

1,532 

1,427,087 

638 

866,758 

60-73 

1893    .. 

1,801 

1,893,506 

905 

1,287.762 

68  OO 

1894    .. 

1,716 

1,619,703 

733 

1,034,097 

63-84 

1895    .. 

1,619 

1,554,698 

604 

906,043 

58-27 

1896    .. 

1,713 

1,794,934 

699 

1,097,737 

61-15 

1897    .. 

1,824 

1,397,917 

540 

865,477 

61  19 

1898    .. 

1,419 

1,476,119 

446 

694,773 

47-06 

1899    .. 

1,056 

1,070,367 

277 

446,170 

41-68 

Table  7. — Domestic  Animals  in  Eoumania  in  1897. 


Number. 

Kind. 

Wallachia. 

Moldayia. 

Dobrocea. 

Total  for 
Koumania. 

Hones 

Donkeys           . .         •  • 

Mules 

Horned  cattle  •  • 

Sheep 

Goats 

Swine    ••         ••         •• 

464,824 

8,811 

192 

1,284,164 

4,112,878 

217.270 

691,181 

142,396 

869 

45 

768,254 

1,868,928 

41,650 

333,849 

74,189 

1,034 

10 

136,907 

866,519 

27,956 

54,292 

670,909 

6,214 

247 

2,138,315 

6,847,825 

286,876 

1,079,322 

(682) 
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Braila. 


Trade  and 
commerce. 

Wheat, 
barlej,  rye, 
rapeseed,  and 
oats. 


Millet  Moed 
and  maize. 


£zporU. 


Mr.  Vice-Cousul  Norcop  reports  as  follows : — 

The  year  1899  was  very  dull  and  uneventful  as  regards  both 
crops  and  exports  in  the  districts  of  Braila  and  Jalomita. 

In  the  spring  the  wheat,  barley,  rye,  rapeseed,  and  oat  crops 
looked  favourable,  but  the  great  drought,  which  began  about 
April  15,  and  continued  up  to  July  (that  is  to  say,  just  at  the 
moment  when  the  crops  should  be  gathered),  ruined  every- 
thing ;  there  was  not  even  enough  for  the  next  sowing  and 
farmers  were  compelled  to  buy  seeds. 

The  Roumanian  Government,  on  account  of  the  great  drought, 
distributed  millet  seed  to  the  peasants,  and  rains  having  fallen 
in  July  and  August  there  was  a  favourable  crop.  As  regards 
maize,  the  rains  in  July  and  August  came  too  late ;  consequently 
there  was  a  small  crop,  and  its  quality  was  not  satisfactory,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  it  could  not  ripen,  having  come  too  late. 

Collectively,  in  vessels  of  all  nationalities,  the  exports  from 
the  port  of  Braila  were  in  quantities  as  under : — 


ill''*™" 


Articles. 

Quarters 

»»              •• 
II              •  • 

Tons.. 

II     •  •         •  • 

Quantity. 

Cereals- 
Wheat    

Maize 

Barley 

Oats         

Jye      

Beans      

Millet 

Rapeseed 

Linseed 

Hemp  seed         •.          ..         ., 
Products  from  cereals- 
Flour       

Bran 
Products  of  liusbandrv — 

Skins       

888,859 

2,786,760 

283,482 

160,179 

162,482 

96.835 

89,104 

37,495 

948 

8,800 

9,587 
4,011 

40 

Cheese     ..          .,          .. 

" 

170 

Butter 

Wool 

Otlier  products  and  goods — 

Salt         

Tar           

::  ::    :: 

1)    •  •       •  • 

:: ::    :: 

4 
70 

210 
44 

Walnuts  .•          .,          ,.          ,, 

Alcohol 

Old  iron  , .          •  • 

II    •  •       •• 
II    •  •       •  • 

20 

168 

3,179 

205 

157 

Sacks 

Fish        

II    ••       •• 

Lentils 

Peas         

Pumpkin  seed 

Oak  sleepers 

Colza 

Raw  petroleum  •  •         .  •         •  • 

DiTers  goods 

And 

Pig»         

Planks     ..         

Shaped  wood 

,1    ••       «• 
II    ••       •• 
II    •••       •  • 
II    •  •       •  • 
„    •  •       . . 
II    ••       •• 
II    •  •       •  • 

Head.. 
Pieces 
Square  metres 

10 
2,072 
104 
105 
2,000 
3,030 
5,442 

496 
7,955 
3,813 
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Grain  stocks  in  Braila  on  the  last  day  of  tbe  year  were  esti-  Grain  stock , 
mated  at : — 


Articles. 

Quantitj. 

Wheat         

Maize           ..          

Barley         

»ye 

Oat 

Beans          

Quarters. 

69,614 

87,894 

16,462 

9,845 

2,686 

2,958 

The  British  coal  import  amounted  to  39,521  tons,  showing  a  British  coal 
decrease  of  12,269  tons  upon  the  1898  return,  this  decrease  being  ^^P^^"^- 
no  doubt  attributable  to  the  great  rise  in  price  of  coals  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  especially  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  which 
prevented  the  usual  speculation. 

The  financial  crisis  has  had  the   effect  of  a  further  tax  of  Increaaed 
15  bani  (l^d.)  per  kilo,  being  placed  on  sugar.     This,  however,  J^"^^^^^^^ 
affects  local-made  sugar  as  well  as  foreign  imports.     The  same  petroleum, 
may  be  said  as  regards  petroleum,  on  which  a  further  tax  of 
5  bani  {^d,)  per  litre  has  been  imposed  on  both  local  and  foreign 
produce. 

An  association  called  "  Asociatiunei  Comerciantilor  din  Commercial 
Braila  "  was  organised  last  autumn,  its  object  being  to  further  and  ^s^^*'*"^^*^"- 
defend  by  all  lawful  means  commercial  interests  generally,  and 
especially  as  regards  all  kinds  of  cereals,  as  well  as  shipping,  and 
all  operations  in  connection  therewith  according  to  rules  and 
customs  prevailing  at  Braila.  This  association  has  been  organised 
for  the  general  good,  and  not  to  favour  its  members  specially. 

During  the  year  1899  thirteen  portable  engines  were  imported,  imports  of 
as  well  as  nineteen  threshing  machines,  2,883  cases  of  harvesting  portable 
machinery,  and  302  cases  of  farm  implements.  aeS^i^tural 

The  year  1899  having  proved  a  worse  year  for  exports  than  r^ehinei^, 
its  predecessor,  owing  to  the  almost  total  failure  of  the  crops,  &c. 
consequent  on  the  great  drought  (such  a  bad  year  not  having  Slumping  and 
been  seen  since  1866,  I  am  informed)  British   shipping  shows  °"^*°*'^"* 
a   falling-ofF.     The   return  shows,    in   comparison   with  1898,  a 
decrease   of   115   ships   aggregating   150,113   tons.    During  the 
season  122  vessels  arrived,  measuring  in  the  aggregate  166,960  net 
register  tons,  and  121  cleared,  measuring  in  the  aggregate  165,842 
tons,  one  vessel  being  in  port  at  the  end  of  the  year  ice-bound. 

Of  the  arrivals  40   brought  more  or  less  complete  general 
cargoes  from  the  following  ports : — 
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Port. 

Nomberof 
VaMels. 

Antwerp  asd  London       

Lmrpool  only       

London  only          

Antwerp  omj         • 

Swansea 

18 

12 

6 

1 
1 
2 

Total        

40 

In  ballast  there  arrived  31  vessels  from  their  various  outward- 
bound  Mediterranean  or  Black  Sea  ports,  and  15  with  part  cargoes 
of  grain  loaded  at  Galatz  to  complete  at  Braila.  Homewards  ()7 
vessels  left  fully  grain-laden,  43  to  complete  at  the  Lower  Danul)e 
ports,  and  eight  cleared  for  Galatz  in  ballast,  as  well  as-two  for 
Poti  (Eussia),  and  one  for  Smyrna.  Antwerp  and  Rotterdam 
attracted  more  than  half  the  outgoing  fleet.  Two  British  steamers 
arrived  with  part  cargoes  of  rice  from  Eastern  ports,  and  two 
with  iron  rails  from  Middlesbrough. 

Of  the  whole  fleet  of  122  ships  three  of  the  masters  were 
foreigners,  as  were  also  three  chief  mates  and  two  second  mates. 
Of  the  petty  oflBcers,  28  boatswains  and  43  carpenters  were 
foreigners.  There  were  373  British  engaged  as  A.B/s  to  294 
foreigners  of  that  rating,  26  British  to  11  foreign  ordinary  seamen, 
295  British  to  91  foreign  cooks  and  stewards,  393  British  to  221 
foreign  firemen.  In  all  there  appear  only  five  boys  and  28 
apprentices. 

Coal-laden  ships  numbered  17  from  ports  as  under: — 


Port. 

Number  of 
YeseelB. 

CardifP 
Penarth 
Newport      « 
Barry 

•  ••         ••         ••         •• 

•  ••         ••         ••         •• 

•  ••         ••         ••         •• 

Total 

12 

1 
8 

1 

17 
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Shipping,  other  than  British,  is 

to  be  accounted  for  as  under : — 

Country. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Austria-Hungary          •  • 

Greece 

Bnssia 

Italy       

Turkey 

France 

Germany            • 

Belgium 

HoUand 

Spain       

Denmark 

55 
85 

78 

51 

83 

26 

15 

1 

1 

1 

2 

68,299 

94,278 

84,554 

75,178 

30,085 

28,250 

17,846 

2,730 

2,036 

380 

3,092 

Foreign 
shipping. 


Turkey  had  8,837  and  Greece  3,071  of  sailing  tonnage  included 
in  above  figures. 

Avei*age  rates  of  freight  from  Braila  per  ton  during  season  of  Freight  rates. 
1899 :- 


Months. 

Bates  of 

Freight. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

March-April         

May-Juoe 

July-August 

September-Octoher 

NoTomber-December 

s.     d, 

10  0 

11  6 
10    0 

12  0 
10    0 

*.    d. 
9    6 

10  6 
9    6 

11  6 
9    6 

24  steamers  and  lighters  proceeded  up  the  Eiver  Danube  from  Up-riyer 
Braila  to  the  Iron  Gates  in  1899,  carrying  in  all  117,618  kilos.  *™®^- 
of  miscellaneous  cargo  (other  than  cereals).     Of  these,  11  carry- 
ing in  all  6,372  kilos,  proceeded  to  Servia,  the  remainder  to  Austria- 
Hungary.     All  these  vessels  were  under  the  Austro-Hungarian 


Nine  lighters  and  one  sailing  vessel  took  in  all  3,374,413  kilos, 
of  millet  seed  and  maize  up  the  river  (2,284,338  kilos,  of  millet 
seed,  and  1,090,075  kilos,  of  maize)  all  for  Austria-Hungary. 
All  were  under  the  Austro-Hungarian  flag,  with  the  exception  of 
the  sailing  vessel  carrying  Greek  colours,  and  one  lighter  with 
lioumanian  colours. 

The  large  flour  mill  (the  largest  in  Roumania)  on  the  bank  industry, 
of  the  Danube,  in  the  precincts  of  the  town  of  Braila,  in  a 
most  favourable  position  for  exporting,  mention  of  the  erection 
of  which  was  made  by  my  predecessor  in  his  annual  report  for 
1898,  started  in  full  working  order  last  May.  The  mill  took  five 
years  to  build,  and  is  of  the  most  modern  type,  as  well  as  the 
machinery,  material,  electrical  plant,  &c. 
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Al30ut  150  to  160  tons  of  flour  are  turned  out  every  24  hours, 
with  a  consumption  of  only  5  tons  of  coal  per  diem.  Double 
this  amount  can  be  tunied  out  in  case  of  necessity,  by 
doubling  the  consumption  of  coal  and  using  the  reserve  boilers. 
,  Th%  engines  are  of  1,000  h.p.,  and  can  be  worked  up  to 
1,400.  There  is  a  large  workshop  on  the  premises  for  repairs  to 
engines,  &c.  There  is  a  constant  provision  of  35  quarters  of  wheat 
in  the  store-room.    The  total  staff  consists  of  only  35  persons. 

Vessels  can  load  at  the  quay  about  50  yards  in  front  of  the 
mill.  Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  crops  in  1899  very  little  flour  was 
exported  from  this  mill,  nearly  all  having  been  required  for 
Eoumania. 

Population.  A  general  census  was  taken  in  December,  1899,  from  which  it 

was  ascertained  that  the  total  population  of  the  town  of  Braila 
amounted  to  58,123. 

Fnblic  healtli.  The  total  nutaber  of  births  in  the  town  of  Braila  amounted, 
during  the  year  1899,  to  2,134,  and  tlie  total  number  of  deaths  in 
the  same  period  to  1,606.  The  principal  causes  of  death  were : 
marsh  fever,  tuberculosis,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  broncho-pneu- 
monia, meningitis,  gastro-enteiitis,  enteritis,  and  kidney  diseases. 

Public  works.  During  the  year  1899  consolidation  work  of  the  quay  of  the 
port  of  Braila  was  executed  for  a  length  of  700  metres,  of  which 
300  metres  were  towards  the  docks,  and  400  metres  at  the  upper 
part  of  the  port. 

Consolidation  work  is  also  proceeding  100  metres  inland  from 
the  quay.  It  is  intended  to  do  further  work  along  the  quay  ex- 
tending 1,600  metres,  but  the  date  of  commencement  has  not  been 
yet  fixed. 

The  company,  "  Helios  "  (ElectricitUts-actien  Gesellschaft),  of 
Koln-Ehrenfeld,  Germany,  obtained  a  concession  for  35  years  from 
tlie  municipality  to  run  a  system  of  electric  tramways  in  the 
town  of  Braila,  along  the  quay  to  the  docks,  and  to  and  from 
the  summer  resorts  known  as  **  The  Monument "  and  "  Lacu  Sarat " 
(the  Salt  Lake).  The  work  of  laying  down  the  lines  began 
ill  May,  1899.  During  the  year  the  lines  were  laid  down, 
buildings  for  the  central  station  erected,  as  well  as  workshops,  a 
building  for  the  offices  of  the  company,  and  a  shed  for  the 
cars.  The  system  employed  will  be  "overhead  contact."  It 
is  surmised  that  the  total  cost  of  material,  buildings,  &c., 
will  amount  to  5,000,000  fr.  All  the  material  is  German,  and 
about  110  men  will  be  employed  when  the  electric  tramways  start 
in  fuU  working-order. 

The  same  company  has  applied  for  a  separate  concession  (for 
30  years)  for  providing  electric  light  to  the  town,  to  public  build- 
ings, and  to  private  individuals  who  may  require  it.  It  is 
anticipated  that  this  concession  will  be  granted,  and  that  the 
company  will  be  in  a  position  to  furnish  electric  light  to  consumei-s 
by  the  end  of  the  year  1900. 

Oiop  The  prospects  for  the  year  1900  as  regards  the  crops  are,  so 

pro»pect^.       far,  considered  good* 
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Mr.  Vice-Consul  Profeit  reports  as  follows : — 

The  total  number  of  vessels  of  different  nationalities  entering  Shipping  and 
the  port  of  Sulina  during  the  year  1899  amounted  to  1,056,  with  navigation. 
a  tonnage  of  1,070,367  tons,  showing  a  decrease  as  compared  with 
the  year  1898  of  363  vessels,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of 
382,939  tons.  The  number  of  British  vessels  which  either 
proceeded  up  the  river  or  anchored  in  the  port  of  Sulina  with 
the  object  of  discharging  or  loading  cargo  amounted  to  277,  with 
a  tonnage  of  446,170  tons,  a  decrease,  as  compared  with  the  year 
1898,  of  169  vessels  and  248,603  tons. 

Vessels  of  British  nationality  loading  entire  cargoes  at  Sulina  British  vesaeii 
during  1898-99  were :—  ' "** 


at  Sulina. 


1899. 

1898. 

Number  of 
YesseU. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

BrifiBh 

148 

238,828 

191 

295,694 

Two  of  these  vessels  completed  their  cargoes  in  the  roads. 
Of  other  nationalities  the  number  of  vessels  that  loaded  at  Foreign  ships, 
Sulina  during  1899  was  distributed  as  follows : — 


1899. 

1898. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of  VeeaelB. 

Total 
Tonnage. 

Number  of  Veaaels. 

Total 

Tbnnage. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Anstro-Himgarian 

4 

4.6M 

„ 

11 

18,349 

Bulgarian 

Daidflh      

6 

1 

602 
1,478 

1 

... 

40 

Dutch       

74 

... 

, , 

French      

3,862 

... 

1 

1.287 

German    

•■• 

1,040 

... 

2 

2,480 

Greek        ...       ... 

2 

19 

80,194 

6 

28 

88,546 

Boomanian 

7,059 

1 

6 

6,807 

Biusian     ; 

... 

1,059 

... 

1 

585 

Tarkiah     ' 

19 

8,600 

18 

418 

Italian       1 

... 

6,830      ' 

... 

18 

17,908 

Norwegian          ...' 

... 

1,194 

8 

8,795 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  export  of  grain,  through 
Sulina,  for  the  years  1898  and  1899  indicating  a  falling-off  in  the 
latter  to  the  extent  of  906,017  quarters : — 


(632) 
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Articles. 

Quantity. 

1899. 

1898. 

Wheat    .. 

Bye         

Maize 

Barley 

Oats        

Haricots 

MiUet-seed        ..         ..     .    .. 

Rape-seed          

Hemp-seed 

QnarteM. 

226^67 

105,704 

1,297,191 

256,068 

66»861 

16,614 

12,708 

"667 

Quarter*. 

458,094 

185,046 

1,202,013 

980,908 

64,728 

14,050 

6,214 

27,192 

152 

Total 

1,971,376 

2,877,392 

The  following  table  will  show  the  comparative  imports  of  coal 
during  the  years  1898-99  :— 


AHicles. 

Origin. 

Quantity. 

1899.         j          1898. 

Coal       

Coke 

Coal       

„           ••         •• 

„           •  •         ■  •         •  • 

British 
British 

G-ennan        . , 
Russian 
Turkish 

Tons. 
157,876 

31V468 
7,358 
8,649 

Ton*. 

196,027 

2,804 

48,086 

4,948 

3,747 

Total      .. 

206,366 

264,611 

Petroleum. 


Freights. 


The  total  amount  of  Russian  petroleum  imported  amounted  to 
9,841,000  kilos.,  as  compared  with  12,285,620  kilos,  in  1898. 

The  average  freights  to  the  United  Kingdom  from  Sulina 
during  1898-99  were  as  follows : — 


Rates  of  Freight. 

Month. 

1899. 

1898. 

Highest. 

lowest. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

January-Pehruary      •• 
March-April    •• 
May-Jun« 
July- August    .. 
September-October    • . 
NoTember-December . . 

«.    d, 

13    0 
13    0 
18     \\ 
11    9 
13    6 
11    9 

f.    d, 
8    6 

8  0 

9  0 
8    0 

11    0 
10    6 

9,    d. 
10    6 

14  6 
16    0 
12    6 
16    0 

15  0 

9.    d, 
8    0 

8  0 
6    0 
6    9 

9  0 
10    8 
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During  the  past  year  the  geueral  health  of  the  couiinunity  has  Public  health, 
heen  good.     Unfortunately  the  waterworks,  which  were  to  have  «nd  byg»ne. 
been  finished  last  year,  are  not  yet  completed.    When  finished, 
the  water  thus  supplied  will  be  very  conducive  towards  the  health 
of  the  population. 

KUSTENDJIE. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Zohrab  reports  as  follows : — 

The  entire  shipping  of  the  port  of  Kustendjie  is  given  in  the  Q^n«»l 
following  table:—  '  •hipping. 


National  itj. 

Number  of 
Vej«i>els. 

Ton.-*. 

Remarlt!*. 

British 

.. 

41 

50,389 

Steam 

Austrian        .  • 

.  • 

159 

203,733 

Austrian-Lloyd  steamers 

Bulgarian      •• 

, , 

8 

428 

Sailing 

Danish 

,, 

1 

1,194 

Steam 

French 

.  • 

9 

14,175 

Steam 

German 

, , 

19 

22,496 

"  Deutsche  Levant"  Line 

Greek.. 

{ 

18 
27 

18,445 
9,077 

Steam 
Sailing 

Italian 

86 

132,590 

"  Florio  Rubattino  "  Line 

Norwegian     .  • 

•  • 

2 

2,249 

Steam 

Boumanian    • . 

. . 

149 

116,776 

"Service  Maritime  Boumain" 
passenger  and  cargo  steamers 

Buaeian          •  • 

•  • 

2 

190 

Soiling 

Turkish 

.  • 

81 

6,849 

Sailing 

Total  .. 

602 

578,590 

Compared  with  1898,  the  year  1899  shows  a  decrease  in  the 
general  shipping  of  35  vessels  and  13,099  tons. 

In  British  shipping  the  falling-off  is  considerable^  the  diflfer-  British 
ence  between  the  two  years  amounting  to  32  vessels  and  39,381  "dipping* 
tons. 

The  arrivals  number  41  vessels  of  50,389  tons,  and  consist  of 
10  vessels  with  coal  cargoes  from  Barry  and  Cardiff;  a  petroleum 
tank-ship  from  Manchester  in  ballast;  one  vessel  from  Monte 
Video,  with  plant  for  a  sugar  refinery ;  17  with  part  general 
cargoes,  and  12  in  ballast  from  various  foreign  ports. 

The  departures  amount  to  40  vessels  of  48,103  tons,  and 
consist  of  six  vessels  for  Gibraltar  for  orders,  four  for  Hull,  and 
one  for  London,  all  with  complete  grain  cargoes.  For  foreign 
countries,  one  vessel  cleared  with  a  cargo  of  petroleum  ;  two  with 
grain  cargoes;  15  with  part  cargoes,  grain  and  general,  and  11  in 
ballast. 

During  the  past  10  years  the  average  tonnage  of  British 
shipping  at  this  port  has  steadily  risen  from  878  tons  in  1890  to 
1,229  tons  in  1899. 

The  imports  amounted  to  136,925  tons  as  against  109,300  tons  Imports, 
in  1898. 
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Exports. 


Coal,  from  Cardiff  and  Barry,  25,198  tons;  Westphalian, 
42,701  tons ;  Turkish,  2,000  tons. 

Coke,  from  Cardiff,  1,476  tons  ;  from  Turkey,  1,000  tons. 

Anthracite,  from  Barry,  481  tons. 

Santorin  earth,  for  the  harbour  extension  works,  42,650  tons. 

British  steamers  discharged  some  2,500  tons  of  general  cargo 
from  London  and  Liverpool,  and  about  750  tons  from  Antwerp. 

Among  the  imports  may  be  mentioned  1,100  tons,  from  Monte 
Video,  of  German  machinery,  tanks  and  other  fixtures  for  a  sugar 
refinery  at  Eoman. 

The  cereals  exported  during  the  year  were  the  remainder  of 
the  riot  very  plentiful  crop  of  1898.  In  1899  there  was  prac- 
tically no  harvest,  and  the  export  of  the  latter  year  was  conse- 
quently 34r,247  quarters  less  than  that  of  the  former. 


Cereals  Exported  in  1899. 


Kind  of  Grain. 


Barley 
Maize.. 
Oats  .. 
MUlet.. 
Bapeseed 
Wheat 
Linseed 
Bye    .. 

Total 


In  British      i      In  Foreign 
Vessels.        I        Vessels. 


105,910 
16,676 
14,734 
17,656 
14,193 
4,421 
883 


25,679 
32,820 

19,494 
1,138 

13,660 

608 

1,029 


Total. 


131,489 
48,496 
14,734 
37,149 
15,331 
18,081 
1,491 
1,029 


173.472 


94,328 


267,800 


G-eneral 
remarks. 


Petroleum  is  now  beginning  to  rank  as  an  important  article  of 
export.  During  the  year  6,220  tons  were  shipped,  of  which  3,100 
tons  for  Noi*way  were  carried  in  a  British  vessel. 

Tanks  for  this  oil  have  been  erected  at  a  short  distance  from 
the  town,  and  are  connected  with  the  harbour  by  pipe-lines.  The 
loading  of  vessels,  however,  is  at  present  possible  only  when  the 
weather  is  favourable. 

It  is  useless  to  enumerate  the  other  articles  of  export  as  the 
shipments  were  small  and  unimportant. 

The  progress  made  in  the  harbour  extension  works  during 
the  past  year  has  considerably  increased  the  area  of  shelter  for 
shipping,  and  the  old  harbour  is  now  only  to  a  very  slight  degree 
afiected  by  heavy  seas.  The  works  are  no  longer  in  French  hands, 
the  Eoumanian  Government  having,  for  various  reasons,  assumed 
the  task  of  completing  them.  ' 

The  new  lighthouse  on  Cape  Tuzla  is  nearly  finished.  The 
light  is  placed  on  an  iron  framework  and  is  40  metres  above 
sea-level.  It  exhibits  two  flashing  white  lights  in  quick  succession 
over  an  arc  of  180°,  and  a  fixed  red  light  over  an  arc  of  30®  north- 
wards.    The  radius  of  the  light  is  from  16  to  18  miles.    Vessels 
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should  avoid  the  region  covered  by  the  red  light.  A  fog  siren  is 
connected  with  this  lighthouse.  The  lighthouse  is  the  work  of  a 
French  fimi. 

Not  far  from  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Tuzla  a  hospital  for 
children  suffering  from  skin  diseases  and  nervous  disorders  was 
opened  in  July.  It  is  an  airy  well-ventilated  building  fanned  by 
the  sea-breezes.  At  present  it  contains  60  beds,  30  being  assigned 
to  each  sex.  Lake  Tuzla  has  for  many  years  past  been  resorted  to 
for  its  mud  baths,  and  it  is  to  give  the  children,  for  a  few  weeks 
in  summer,  the  benefit  of  the  baths  and  of  fresh  to,  that  the 
hospital  has  been  erected  in  this  locality. 

The  year  1899  will  long  be  remembered  in  this  part  of  the 
world  as  one  of  great  hardship.  Lack  of  rain  and  hot  dry  westerly 
winds  at  a  critical  time  destroyed  the  crop^  The  harvest 
consisted  merely  of  a  small  quantity  of  millet.  Business  in 
consequence  came  almost  to  a  standstill,  and  the  want  of  money 
made  itself  felt  in  all  classes  of  the  population. 
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Beport  on  Agriculture  in  Transcatuiasia  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  Stevens. 

(Eeceiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  Norember  4,  1899.) 

Although  it  is  difficult  at  the  present  moment  to  make  any 
accurate  statement  as  to  the  yield  of  the  harsrest  for  the  separate 
districts  of  the  Trans-Caucasus,  it  is,  nevertheless,  possible  to  give 
a  general  review  of  the  produce  of  the  crops  during  the  past 
season,  and  from  information  to  hand  in  respect  to  the  harvest 
of  1899,  I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  the  outlook  is  as  dismal  as 
it  possibly  can  be.  In  the  early  part  of  May  last  the  prospects 
were  very  good,  and  according  to  the  appearance  of  the  cereal  crops 
at  that  time  there  was  every  hope  that  the  yield  would  be  both 
of  good  quality  and  very  abundant.  The  subsequent  prolonged 
period  of  drought,  experienced  almost  universally  throughout  the 
second  half  of  May,  all  through  June  and  partly  through  July, 
has,  however,  completely  turned  the  tables,  the  result  being  an 
unusually  improductive  harvest,  in  fact  so  much  so  that  in  the 
low  lying  districts  of  Baku,  Erivan,  Elizavetpol  and  the  adjoining 
localities,  the  cereal  crops,  including  rice,  as  well  as  hay  and  grapes, 
have  been  completely  ruined,  and  the  peasantry  are  not  in  a 
position  to  lay  in  a  sufficient  stock  to  serve  them  for  sowing 
purposes  next  year.  A  very  little  better  state  of  affisiirs  has  to  be 
reported  from  the  Governments  of  Tiflis,  Kutais  and  Tchernomoria, 
and  from  the  districts  of  Kars  and  Zakatal.  In  these  provinces 
the  drought  was  probably  not  so  general  or  so  prolonged  as  in  the 
eastern  provinces  of  the  Trans-Caucasus.  In  the  mountain 
districts  the  want  of  moisture  has  made  itself  keenly  felt,  and 
the  lands  belonging  to  a  large  number  of  villages  have  scarcely 
yielded  sufficient  maize  and  other  cereal  crops,  to  carry  the 
peasantry  through  the  coming  winter  months.  Heavy  local  rain 
and  hail  storms  have  completely  destroyed  the  crops  in  many 
districts,  and  farmers  have  suffered  much  in  consequence.  The 
position  of  affairs  in  the  plains  of  the  Biver  Bion  and  Kura  is 
somewhat  more  re-assuring,  but  even  here  the  harvest  has  not 
come  up  to  the  expectations  of  the  peasantry,  and  the  hay  crop 
has  been  very  deficient  throughout  these  districts.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  is  to  become  of  the 
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greater  proportion  of  the  agricultural  classes  of  the  Trans-Caucasus 
not  only  during  the  ensuing  winter  but  also  at  a  later  date, 
Einderpest  and  other  diseases,  which  are  rife  in  the  r^on,  have 
carried  off  large  numbers  of  cattle ;  the  series  of  bad  harvests 
and  Ihe  consequent  scarcity  of  fodder  have,  in  their  turn,  com- 
pelled the  peasants  to  dispose  of  their  remaining  cattle  and  horses 
at  ridiculously  low  pri'3e8 ;  and  a  large  majority  of  them  have, 
therefore,  been  deprived  of  the  only  means  which  remained  to 
them  of  earning  a  livelihood. 

The  Caucasian  Agricultural  Newspaper  whilst  referring  to 
the  insuflSciency  of  this  year's  hay  and  fodder  crops  in  the  Trans- 
Caucasus,  states  that  in  many  localities  dairy  farmers  have  foimd 
it  more  remunerative  to  dispose  of  a  large  proportion  of  their 
cattle,  in  order  not  to  have  to  feed  them  through  the  winter 
months,  and  to  sell  their  hay  and  chaff  at  the  Jiigh  prices 
which  are  being  paid  for  them,  as  they  calculate  that  a  combination 
of  this  kind  is  likely  to  bring  them  in  larger  profits  than  the  sale 
of  their  dairy  produce. 

The  fodder  question  at  the  present  moment  is  one  of  vital 
importance  to  the  agricultural  classes  of  the  country,  and  great 
hopes  are  entertained  by  the  farmers  that  they  will  be  able  to  have 
recourse  to  branches  of  trees,  as  a  means  for  supplying  the  deficiency 
created  by  the  failure  of  the  hay  and  straw  crops,  but  here  again 
they  will  have  to  contend  with  a  great  many  difficulties,  since  a 
large  proportion  of  the  forests  of  the  country  belong  to  the  Grovern- 
ment,  and  as  a  protective  measure  the  foresters  will  be  compelled 
to  oppose  the  peasantry  in  their  attempt  to  obtain  the  fodder 
which  they  may  require. 

Money  grants  from  the  Government,  the  temporary  remission 
of  taxes,  and  any  other  benevolent  assistance  which  may  be 
proffered  to  them,  may  relieve  the  situation  to  a  certain 
extent,  but  I  fear  that  measures  of  this  kind  cannot  completely 
eradicate  the  evil  that  has  been  wrought.  Bad  harvests  have 
become  a  sort  of  chronic  calamity  in  the  country,  and  can  no 
longer  be  attributed  exclusively  to  climatic  conditions.  When 
deprived  of  the  means  for  carrying  on  his  farming  operations 
the  peasant  is  practically  a  lost  man,  and  all  the  pedliative 
measures  spoken  of  above  can  only  temporarily  alleviate  the 
situation  for  him,  but  the  root  of  the  evil  will  still  remain. 
Teik  The  tea  plantations  of  the  Trans-Caucasus,  which  are  almost 

exclusively  situated  along  the  coast  to  the  north  of  Batoum,  are 
from  year  to  year  acquiring  more  prominence,  in  so  far  that  the 
industry  has  advanced  from  the  experimental  stage  to  a  reality, 
and  it  is  now  evident  that  the  tea  plant  can  be  successfully  grown 
in  this  country  under  existing  climatic  conditions,  and  further, 
that  it  is  only  necessary  to  surmount  certain  difficulties  at  present 
experienced  in  respect  to  the  question  of  obtaining  cheap  labour 
in  order  to  make  tea-growing  one  of  the  principal  industries  of  the 
district. 

A  laige  Moscow  firm  erected  a  factory  on  its  plantations 
last  year,  and  the  authorities  on  the  estate  belonging  to  the 
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Imperial  Domains  at  Chakva  have  followed  this  example,  and 
have  this  year  set  up  a  tea-making  establishment  of  considerabl 
■dimensions.  The  yield  of  the  tea  crop  has  been  good  and 
comparatively  speaking  fairly  abundant.  The  flavour  and  (quality 
of  the  tea  does  not,  however,  compare  favourably  with  Chinese, 
Indian  and  Ceylon  qualities,  and  the  prices  at  which  the  small 
quantities  obtained  are  being  sold,  do  not  suggest  that,  for  the 
present  at  any  rate,  any  alarm  should  be  felt  by  the  tea-growers 
of  the  East  in  respect  to  the  competition  which  Kussian  grown 
tea  is  likely  to  afford  in  the  markets  of  the  Empire. 

Seeing  that  tea  can  now  be  successfully  grown  in  this  region, 
the  imperial  Domain  authorities  propose  to  encourage  the 
•cultivation  of  this  plant  among  the  peasantry,  and  with  this 
object  in  view  would,  I  believe,  gladly  split  up  the  area  on 
their  estates  now  planted  with  tea  into  small  plots  for  distribu- 
tion, on  certain  conditions,  to  the  surrounding  inhabitants"  to 
cultivate  under  their  supervision.  It  is  considered  that  a  measure 
of  this  kind  would  induce'a  considerable  proportion  of  the  peasantry 
to  cultivaDe  tea,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  known  that  fairly  remu- 
nerative wages  can  be  obtained  for  the  collection  of  the  leaf, 
a  large  number  of  women  and  children  would  willingly  come 
forward  and  assist  in  gathering  the  harvest,  and  by  this  means 
an  important  reduction  in  the  price  of  labour  would  be  likely 
to  follow. 

In  the  present  difficult  position  of  the  labour  market,  owing 
to  the  absence  of  a  good  supply  of  labourers,  it  is  evident  that  the 
expenses  incumbent  on  the  cultivation  of  tea  in  the  Caucasus  are 
so  excessive  that,  if  the  production  were  to  attain  such  figures 
as  would  enable  even  a  small  proportion  of  the  demand  to 
be  satisfied,  it  could,  nevertheless,  not  be  sold  at  prices  much 
below  those  which  teas  imported  from  abroad,  and  paying  a 
heavy  rate  of  duty,  fetch  in  the  markets  of  the  Bussian  Empire. 

According   to  official  figures    given   by   the  Department  of  Vitdeultoie. 
Agriculture  in  St.  Petersburg,  the  area  of  land  under  cultivation 
of  the  vine  and  the  production  of  wine  are  as  follows : — 


Area. 

Production. 

For  the  6h>TernmeDt  of  Tiilis 

district  of  Zakatal 

„        QoTemment  of  Kutoifl 

„                 „               Elizavetpol . . 

Baku 
„                  „                Erivan 

Daghestan  .. 
„                  „                Tohernomoria 
„        district  of  Kara         

Acres. 

65,516 

1,988 

04,277 

83,701 

27,288 

19,926 

6,420 

1,498 

121 

GkkUons. 

6,760,000 

22,000 

4,060,000 

2,700,000 

2,160,000 

676,000 

540,000 

186,000 

11,000 

Total 

260,675 

• 

17,043,000 

The  figures  given  above  do  not  include  the  grapes  grown  for 
49ale  in  the  markets  of  the  Caucasus  and  the  quantities  consumed 
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by  the  distilleries,  the  total  of  which  amount  to  as  near  as  possible 
108,900  tons. 

Although  viticulture  in  the  Trans-Caucasus  is  by  no  means 
a  new  industry,  it  has,  nevertheless,  not  yet  been  able  to  reach 
that  state  of  prosperity  which  could  entitle  it  to  be  classed 
amongst  those  industries  ot  the  country  that  form  one  of  the  main- 
stays of  the  population.  This,  of  course,  is  due  in  a  ^eat  measure 
to  the  ignorance  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  lack  of  the  knowledge 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  cultivation  of  the  grape  in  a  systematic 
manner,  and  on  principles  which  would  be  more  or  less  in  keeping 
with  the  climatic  conditions  and  varied  soils  of  the  different 
altitudes  at  which  the  vineyards  are  situated.  Grape  grows  in 
a  wild  state  almost  throughout  the  Caucasus,  and  with  a  little 
pains  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  industry  might  be  raised  to  a 
state  of  efficiency  which  would  considerably  enhance  the  revenues 
of  a  large  majority  of  the  population  of  the  Caucasus  and  thereby 
increase  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Although  the  production  of  wine,  as  is  seen  from  the  table 
given  above,  has  attained  figures  of  fairly  large  proportions,  most 
ot  the  wine  is  consumed  in  the  country,  and  only  a  very  small 
quantity  finds  its  way  to  St.  Petersburg  and  other  Northern 
Russian  markets.  The  general  run  of  the  wine  manufactured  is 
very  inferior  in  quality,  and  in  most  cases  is  "  heavy  "  and  "  heady." 
With  a  very  few  exceptions,  owing  to  the  poverty  stricken  con- 
ilition  of  the  vine-growei-s  who  have  no  possibility  of  keeping  their 
wines  for  any  length  of  time,  it  is  sold  and  consumed  as  soon  as 
it  is  made.  This  in  itself  does  not  give  an  opportunity  of  properly 
testing  the  wines,  which  if  kept  long  enough  would  doubtless 
undergo  a  complete  change  for  the  better,  as  has  been  proved  by 
the  wine  made  on  the  estates  of  the  Imperial  Domains  and  those 
belonging  to  the  wealthier  vine-growers  of  the  Caucasus. 

Other  drawbacks  in  the  shape  of  phylloxera,  black  rot,  oidium, 
mildew,  and  other  diseases  of  a  fungoid  nature  which  have 
become  chronic  continue  to  cause  havoc  among  the  vines, 
and  are  a  constant  source  of  trouble  and  anxiety  to  growers  of 
grape.  In  many  parts  of  the  Caucasus  severe  local  rain  and  hail 
storms  have  also  ruined  extensive  areas  of  vineyards. 
Cotton.  This  year's  cotton  crop  is  not  below  that  of  the  past  year,  and 

I  believe,  generally  speaking,  the  cotton  is  of  good  average  quality, 
but  in  the  opinion  of  specialists  the  yield  would  have  been  much 
more  abundant  had  not  the  dry  season  been  so  prolonged. 

The  cotton  crop  in  the  Trans-Caspian  district  is  very  abundant 
and  of  good  quality.  Large  quantities  of  cotton  grown  in  1899 
are  already  finding  their  way  from  Central  Asia  to  the  cotton 
markets  of  Eussia. 

In  the  Central  Asian  district,  cotton  commenced  to  bud  about 
June  20,  and  continued  to  develop  with  ordinary  regularity 
throughout  the  period  of  its  growth.  The  thermometer  during 
the  ensuing  summer  sometimes  attained  45"^  R,  or  133®  F.  In 
consequence  of  the  snowless  winter,  the  absence  of  rain  during  the 
summer  months  and  the  almost  unprecedented  heat,  a  lack  of 
w^ater  was  experienced  for  purposes  of  irrigation. 
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The  successful  rearing  of  the  silkworm  and  the  high  prices  Serienlfenra. 
obtaining  for  the  cocoons  during  the  year  1898  called  forth  a 
greater  demand  for  silkworm  eggs,  and  consequently  greater 
activity  was  displayed  in  the  silk  industry  of  the  Trans-Caucasus 
during  the  present  year.  Sericulturists  who  in  1898  reared  from 
6  to  7  drams,  did  their  best  to  rear  20  drams  during  the  present 
season.  The  result  was  that  the  supply  of  food  for  the  silkworm 
gave  out,  and  as  much  as  2  r.  or  nearly  5«.  per  pood  of  36  lbs.  had 
to.  be  paid  for  the  mulberry  leaf.  A  large  number  of  those 
engaged  in  the  industry,  however,  had  no  ready  cash  to  pay  for 
the  leaves,  and  were  compelled  to  destroy  more  than  half  their 
crop  of  silkworms  when  in  the  second  and  third  stages  of  their 
growth. 

Owing  to  the  defective  feeding  of  the  worm,  a  large  majority 
of  sericulturists  obtained  an  inferior  quality  of  cocoons  as  com- 
pared with  the  production  of  last  year,  and  the  market  price  of 
cocoons  was  consequently  lower  than  in  the  preceding  year.  In 
consequence  of  the  increased  demand  for  silkworm  eggs  during  the 
present  year,  an  inferior  quality  of  egg  appeared  on  the  market, 
the  result  being  that  in  some  districts  not  a  single  pound  of 
cocoons  was  produced. 

Although  the  Caucasian  Agricultural  Station  at  Tiflis  warned 
sericulturists  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  eggs  which 
were  being  sold  by  outsiders  were  of  inferior  quality,  and  that 
care  had  to  be  taken  as  to  the  source  from  which  the  eggs  were 
procured,  this  warning  reached  the  silk  industry  centres  somewhat 
late  to  be  of  any  service  to  those  embarking  in  the  industry. 

It  is  suggested  that,  in  order  to  prevent  the  importation 
fi-om  abroad  of  silkworm  eggs  of  bad  quality,  the  eggs  should  be 
inspected  at  the  port  of  discharge,  and  that  unless  the  inspection 
proves  satisfactory  they  should  at  once  be  destroyed  and  not 
allowed  to  enter  the  country.  This  measure,  if  introduced,  will 
doubtless  have  a  good  effect  in  so  far  that  it  will  prevent  the 
importation  of  an  inferior  quality  of  eggs.  On  the  other  lianJ, 
however,  the  Caucasian  Agricultural  Station  is  up  to  the  present 
unable  to  produce  more  than  a  limited  quantity  of  eggs  for  distri- 
bution, and  the  question  arises,  whence  are  the  eggs  required 
for  the  ever  steadily  increasing  industry  to  be  procured  ? 

On  the  whole,  however,  the  crop  of  silkworms  has  been  fairly 
abundant,  and  the  year  can  certainly  be  called  propitious  for 
the  industry. 

In  the  government  of  Kutais,  a  disease  on  the  mulberry  leaves 
was  noticed,  which  if  it  spreads,  may  in  the  future  prove  as 
destmctive  as  the  existing  disease  on  the  chesnut  tree,  which  has, 
for  some  time  past,  been  creating  great  havoc  among  them;  in 
some  instances  several  acres  of  chesnuts  being  destroyed. 

From  the  information   that  I   have  been  able  to  collect  in  Liquoric© 
respect  to  the  liquorice  harvest  of  the  Trans-Caucasus  during  the  root, 
present  year,  it  would  appear  that  the  crop  of  root  was  abundant, 
and  that  the  supplies  in  stock  at  present  at  the  various  factories 
at  Elizavetpol,  Udjari,  and  Liaki  are  large.      The  agricultural 
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of  animals. 


classes  of  the  districts  in  which  the  root  grows  are  now  paying 
greater  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton  and  rice,  owing  to 
which,  the  difficulties  experienced  by  factory  owners  in  procuring 
the  commodity  at  the  former  rates  at  which  the  root  was  gathered, 
have  increased  and  have  considerably  enhanced  the  value  of  the 
root  at  the  depots. 
Sanitary  state  All  measures  introduce<l  with  the  object  of  stamping  out  plague 
and  other  cattle  diseases  have  hitherto  had  but  little  effect, 
and  cattle  plague,  foot  and  mouth  disease,  and  many  other  dis- 
orders of  horned  and  other  animals  continue  to  be  prevalent 
throughout  the  Caucasus.  The  staff  of  veterinary  surgeons 
employed  is  exceetUngly  small  as  compared  with  the  areas 
of  the  districts  over  which  their  authority  extends,  and  this 
makes  close  supervision  and  vigilance  a  matter  of  practical 
difficulty,  more  especially  so  in  a  country  where  the  population 
cannot  be  made  to  understand  that  for  the  eradication  of  diseases 
it  is  of  such  vital  importance  that  every  case  of  sickness  among 
cattle  should  be  at  once  reported  to  the  nearest  veterinary 
authority.  I  fear  that  the  compulsory  slaughter  of  diseased 
animals  has  done  but  little  good,  and  that,  if  anything,  a  con- 
trary effect  has  been  produced,  since  the  peasantry  while  fearing 
the  loss  of  their  animals  do  their  utmost  to  conceal  the  outbreak 
of  disease  among  their  cattle. 

The  abolition  by  the  Russian  Government  of  the  import  duty 
on  agricultural  implements  does  not  appear  to  have  affected  the 
influx  of  machinery  of  this  class  into  the  Caucasus,  at  any  rate  not 
through  Batoum,  and  no  increase  in  imports  under  this  head  has 
therefore  to  be  reported. 


Agricultural 
implements. 


NOVOROSSISK. 

Axima  wheat.  This  year's  crop  of  azima  wheat  is  again  slightly  below  the 
average  owing  to  the  great  heat  and  want  of  rain  during  the  early 
sunmier.  The  grain,  however,  both  in  the  Kouban  and  North 
Caucasus  is  very  heavy,  viz.,  62  lbs.  (English)  to  the  bushel,  but 
on  the  other  hand,  it  contains  an  exceedingly  large  proportion  of 
rye.  The  crops  average  some  7  chetwerts  to  the  dessatine,  in 
other  words  15  bushels  to  the  acre.  Very  little  of  this  wheat  has 
up  to  the  present  been  exported,  owing  to  the  fact  that  local 
prices  are  considerably  above  those  offered  from  abroad,  and  there 
is  still  a  fairly  large  demand  in  the  interior,  for  export  to  Persia, 
at  prices  ranging  from  1  r.  to  1  r.  20  c.  per  chetwert  above  those 
obtainable  elsewhere.     The  local  export   offices  are  now  offering 

9  r.  40  c.  per  chetwert  (360  lbs.  English),  f.o.b.  Novorossisk,  but 
little  or  no  business  is  being  done. 

Hard  wheat.  Hard   wheat   is   of  gooii   quality  and  heavy,  averaging  from 

60  to  64  lbs.  per  busliel ;  there  is,  however,  very  little  on  the 
market     Exporters  for  France  and  South  Italy  are  offering  from 

10  r.  50  c.  to  10  r.  60  c.  per  chetwert  for  this  quality.    The  crop 
averaged  about  15  bushels  to  the  acre. 
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No  maize  is  as  yet  in  the  market  but  the  crops  are  reported  to  Maize. 
promise  well. 

The  barley  crops  are  fairly  good  especially  in  the  Northern  Barley. 
Caucasus,  where  grain  of  good  colour  weighing  48  to  49  lbs.  to  the 
bushel  is  obtainable.  These  districts  gave  a  yield  of  some  22 
bushels  to  the  acre.  Prices  are  unusually  high,  6  r.  90  c.  per 
chetwert  f.o.b.  Novorossisk,  and  a  fair  amount  of  business  is  being 
done  with  this  barley  in  England  and  Holland. 

In  other  districts  the  crops  only  yielded  some  7  bushels  to  the 
acre  and  even  less,  but  the  quality  is  fairly  good  although  slightly 
inferior  as  regards  colour  and  weight. 

A  very  fair  crop  of  rye  has  been  obtained,  yielding  from  15  to  Rye. 
17  bushels  per  acre,  the  weight  averaging  57  to  58   lbs.  to  the 
bushel ;  the  f.o.b.  price  in  Novorossisk  being  7  r.  60  c.  per  chetwert 
of  360  lbs. 

A  bad  crop  of  oats  is  reported,  the  acre  yielding  some  13  Oate. 
bushels  only,  and  no  business  is  being  done. 

The  linseed  crop  is  under  the  average  but  considerably  above  Linwed, 
that  of  last  year,  which  as  stated  in  my  report  for  1898  was 
almost  a  failure.     This  year  the  acre  yielded  11  to  12  bushels,  the 
price  now   quoted  being  14  r.  60   c.  per  chetwert  for  the  best 
qualities  f.o.b.  Novorossisk. 

This  year's  vine  crop  is  said  to  be  a  phenomenal  one ;  in  the  Viticulture. 
Tchemomoria  district  an  acre  of  vineyard  yielded  300  gallons  of 
wine,  whilst  in  the  Northern  Caucasus  the  crop  is  said  to  average 
double  this  quantity,  viz.,  600  gallons  to  the  acre.     The  quality 
is  very  good  and  above  the  average. 

The  tobacco  crop  is  considerably  below  that  of  last  year,  the  Tobacco, 
yield  being  on  the  average  about  695  lbs.  English  to  the  acre ; 
the  quality  is,  however,  better  than  last  year  and  prices   are 
higher. 

On  September  30  the  total  stocks  of  grain  and  seed  in  ware-  Stock». 
house  here  were  33,755  tons,  comprising  10,337  tons  of  wheat 
(azima);  8,116  tons  of  hard  wheat;  1,617  tons  of  rye  ;  2,000  tons 
of  millet;  4,315  tons  of  barley ;  and  3,950  tons  of  seed,  &c. 
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Report  on  the  Agriculture  of  the  District  of  Odessa  with  Supple- 
mentary Repoi't  on  Trade  for  the  Year  1898 

By  Acting  Consul-General  Mackie. 

(Receired  at  Foreign  Office,  Noyember  18,  1899.) 

As  the  annual  report  on  the  trade  of  this  Consular  district  was 
issued  last  May  before  the  publication  of  official  statistics,  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  add  supplementary  information  on  this 
subject  to  the  subjoined  report  on  agriculture. 

The  report  on  the  grain  trade  of  Odessa  during  1898,  issued  Grain  trade, 
by  the  local  department  of  trade,  unusually  late  this  year,  indicates  ^^*y  o^- 
a  discouitiging  state  of  affairs.  It  fully  bears  out  the  statements 
made  in  my  preliminary  report,  in  which  I  endeavoured  to  show  that, 
while  the  manufacturing  interests  of  this  country  were  developing 
with  great  rapidity,  the  grain  export  trade  of  Odessa  exhibited  un- 
mistakable signs  of  decay.  The  bad  harvest  of  this  year  must,  how- 
ever, be  also  taken  into  account.  The  figures  published  in  the  report 
cannot  but  suggest  gloomy  forebodings  as  to  the  future  position 
of  this  important  grain-exporting  centre,  since  they  tend  to  show 
that  in  spite  of  alternations  of  good  and  bad  crops  a  steady 
downward  tendency  is  noticeable  during  an  almost  uninterrupted 
succession  of  years.  The  exports  have  fallen  from  1,596,780  tons 
in  1897  to  1,516,120  tons  in  1898,  while  wheat,  one  of  Eussia's 
most  important  cereals,  shows  a  decreased  exportation  of  225,810 
tons  when  compared  with  1897,  and  387,100  tons  when  contrasted 
with  1896. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  of  exports  appended  to  this 
report,  the  quantity  of  grain  shipped  during  the  eight  months  of 
the  current  year  is  proportionately  insignificant  when  compared 
with  the  figures  of  former  years.  To  the  decrease  that  has 
occurred  this  year  in  the  exports  of  grain  the  heavy  decline  in 
the  shipping  of  the  port  of  Odessa  must  be  attributed.  Up  to  the 
end  of  Ai  gust  only  300  British  ships  had  visited  this  port,  against 
411  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  general  causes  contributing  to  the  decrease  in  the  im- 
portance of  Odessa  as  a  grain-exporting  centre  have  been  dealt 
with  at  some  length  in  my  previous*  reports,  and  must  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  exceptional  state  of  affairs  resulting  from 
this  year's  failure  in  the  crops.  Briefly  summarised  they  are  as 
follows : — 
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(1.)  The  steadily  increasing  home  demand,  brought  about  by 
the  growing  prosperity  of  the  manufacturing  industries. 

(2.)  The  decentralisation  of  the  grain  trade  by  its  diversion  to 
other  ports,  of  which  Nikolaiev  is  the  most  important. 

(3.)  The  limited  grain-producing  area  of  the  rich  black  soil 
of  South  Russia  and  the  low  yield  per  acre,  which  is  fast  becoming 
insufficient  to  minister  to  the  wants  of  a  rapidly  increasing 
population;  and 

(4)  The  primitive   methods    of    cultivation  of    the  Russian 
peasant,  and  the  unfavourable  climatic  influences  on  the  crops. 
Orop*.  The  gravity  of  the  present  situation  may,  perhaps,  be  best 

gauged  by  the  accounts  of  the  famine  in  this  district  that  have 
appeared  in  the  newspaper  press.  The  crops  in  several  of  the 
districts  from  which  Odessa  draws  its  supplies,  which  promised 
a  fair  yield  in  the  early  spring,  were  withered  up  by  protracted 
drought.  In  Bessarabia  the  distress  has  become  so  acute  that 
com  destined  for  exportation  has  been  sent  to  that  province  from 
Odessa  and  the  adjoining  governments.  Fodder  during  the  early 
summer  was  completely  lacking  and  the  wholesale  destruction 
of  live-stock  seemed  inevitable.  Under  the  influence,  however, 
of  a  subsequent  heavy  rainfall  vegetation  somewhat  revived,  but 
the  distress  among  the  impoverished  peasants  shows  no  signs 
of  abating,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  their  sufferings  will  be 
accentuated  by  the  coming  winter,  unless  the  stocks  of  grain  in 
store  at  the  grain-exporting  centres  are  drawn  upon  for  provision- 
ing the  famishing  population. 

The  fair  promises  of  a  satisfactory  yield  in  the  provinces 
bordering  on  the  Black  Sea  have  not,  unfortunately,  been  realised, 
the  luxuriant  vegetation  of  the  early  spring  having  been  parched 
up  by  the  protracted  drought  which  characterised  the  months  of 
May  and  June.  Over  an  extensive  area  comprising  the  southern 
portion  of  Bessarabia,  the  entire  government  of  Kherson,  and  the 
Crimean  Peninsula  the  results  of  the  harvest  are  deplorable,  and 
in  some  districts  the  crops  have  been  entirely  lost.  Further 
inland  a  more  cheerful  state  of  aifairs  prevaila,  notably  in  the 
northern  portion  of  Bessarabia  and  its  three  contiguous  provinces, 
Podolia,  Volhynia,  and  KiefF,  where  the  widespread  excellence  of 
the  wheat  and  maize  crops  is  most  apparent,  rye  and  barley 
yielding  satisfactory  results,  while  in  the  provinces  of  Kharkof, 
Poltava,  Tchernigof,  and  Kursk,  the  crops  gave  an  average  return. 
No  official  statistics  for  this  year's  harvest  have  yet  been 
published,  but  according  to  information  derived  from  trustworthy 
private  sources,  the  yield  of  the  principal  cereal  crops  may  be 
summarised  as  follows : — 
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ProTince. 

Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Maize. 

Volhynia 

Very  good 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Very  good 

Podolia.. 

Very  good 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Very  good 

Befwarabia — 

North 

Very  good 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Veiy  good 

South 

Total  failure 

of  ail  crops 

Kheraon 

Partial  failure 

Partial  failure 

Partial  failure 

Nil 

Taurida        and 

Crimea — 

North        . . 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

PartiHl  failure 

Below  average 

South 

Partial  failure 

Partial  failure 

Partial  failure 

Below  average 

Kharkof 

Satisfactory 
Very  good 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Kieff     .. 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactoiy 

Very  good 

Kursk   .. 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

'''atiafactory 

Below  average 

Tchernigof 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Below  average 

'  At  the  present  time  two  English  Members  of  Parliament  and  Cattl* 
a  professor  of  veterinary  surgery  are  travelling  in  Eussia  with  a 
view  to  studying  the  conditions  under  which  Eussian  and  half- 
breed  English  cattle  may  be  exported  from  Eussia  to  England 
and  Malta,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  tour  will  prove  of  considerable 
commercial  importance.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  increase  in 
our  imports  emanating  from  Eussia  will  be  balanced  by  a 
corresponding  exportation  of  English  cattle  for  cross-breeding 
purposes  in  this  country.  The  main  point  for  consideration  is 
whether  Eussia  is  in  a  position  to  satisfy  English  laws  as  to 
cattle  disease.  Veterinary  colleges  and  institutions  in  the 
principal  towns  in  Eussia  were  accordingly  visited,  and  the 
organisation  and  work  explained.  Enquiries  were  made  into  the 
methods  by  v/hich  cattle  diseases  are  held  in  check  and  the 
measures  taken  for  their  prevention  and  cure.  It  was  proposed 
that  Eussia  should  be  subdivided  into  sections,  guarantees  being 
offered  that  infected  districts  should  be  isolated  by  zones  over 
which  the  passage  of  cattle  and  cattle  produce  into  uninfected 
localities  would  be  strictly  prohibited. 

The  Eussian  cattle  were  tound  to  be  far  below  the  standard 
required  by  the  English  markets,  except  in  cases  where  estate 
owners  had  impi-oved  their  breeds  by  the  introduction  of  British 
bulls.  In  these  instances  it  was  found  that  the  cattle  attained 
maturity  much  sooner,  and  were  in  every  respect  vastly 
superior  to  the  native  long-homed  steppe  cattle.  Even  after 
the  first  ctoss  they  were  pronounced  to  be  suited  to  our  markets. 
The  Eussian  Government  has,  therefore,  decided  to  grant  a 
large  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  during  the  next  five  years, 
commencing  almost  immediately,  in  the  purchase  of  English  live- 
stock, in  order  to  raise  Eussian  cattle  to  the  American  standard 
and  make  them  suitable  for  export  to  England. 

A  society,  in  which  British  capital  is  already  to  some  extent 

represented,  has  been  formed  for  the  shipment  of  cattle,  sheep, 

and  farm  produce  to  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  and   other 

countries.      Two    members,   one    of    whom    is    an    Englishman, 

(492)  A  3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^  ODBSSA. 

have  been  selected  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  Malta  with  a 
view  to  acquainting  the  society  with  the  requirements  there, 
and  the  conditions  under  which  this  trade  will  have  to  be 
conducted. 

A  company  of  wealthy  landed  proprietors  is  being  formed 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Moscow  Agricultural  Society  for 
rearing  cattle  for  the  purposes  of  exportation.  It  is  a  significant 
fact  that  up  to  the  present  no  attempt  has  been  made  in  this 
country  to  produce  meat  cattle,  the  oxen  being  invariably  used 
as  beasts  of  burden  before  fattening.  As  these  animals  are  not 
fed  up  until  they  have  attained  an  advanced  age  and  are  no 
longer  fit  for  work,  the  low  quality  of  Russian  beef  is  little  to 
be  wondered  at.  With  the  organisation  of  this  company  it  will 
be  possible  to  purchase  cattle  direct  from  the  producers  instead 
of  through  the  medium  of  numerous  middlemen  who  now  hamper 
this  trade. 

To  provide  facilities  for  the  amvoyance  of  cattle  to  foreign 
markets,  Russian  steamship  companies  were  recently  invited  to 
tender  for  the  supply  of  vessels  specially  adapted  for  the  carriage 
of  cattle  and  agricultural  produce,  for  which  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  grant  a  subsidy. 
Agricultural  During   the   past  year    trade   in  agiucultural   machinery   of 

machinerj.  English  make  has  been  fairly  brisk  and  lucrative,  in  spite  of  a 
failure  of  the  cix)ps  in  several  provinces  bordering  on  the  Black 
Sea,  and  notwithstanding  a  rise  in  prices  ranging  from  7  to  15 
per  cent.  This  activity  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the  abrogation 
of  the  heavy  customs  duty  on  certain  agricultural  requisites. 
There  has  been  an  increased  demand  for  portable  engines  and 
threshers  of  English  make,  and  in  this  class  of  machines  we  may 
hope,  with  a  fair  field,  to  hold  our  own  against  foreign  rivals. 

As  this  branch  of  the  business  is  particularly  sensitive  to  the 
competition  of  Grermany,  it  may  be  instructive  to  mention  that 
not  very  long  ago  experts  from  that  country  were  sent  to  Russia 
expressly  to  study  the  designs  of  the  heavy  machines  made  by 
some  of  our  leading  manufacturers  to  meet  the  peculiar  require- 
ments of  Russian  agriculture.  Machines  of  several  well-known 
English  firms  were  overhauled  and  carefully  examined.  En- 
deavours were  then  made  to  produce  a  machine  similar  in  principle 
but  of  improved  pattern,  and  to  divert  the  trade  to  Germany  by 
offering  it  for  sale  at  an  exceptionally  reduced  price.  British 
firms  would  do  well  to  take  note  of  these  efifiorts  at  competition. 
The  difficulty  of  changing  established  channels  of  trade  is  a  point 
in  their  favour,  and  they  may  do  much  by  individual  enterprise 
and  private  initiative  to  check  the  threatened  diversion,  and  this 
without  having  recourse  to  trade  methods  not  immediately 
profitable. 

I  may  cite  a  case  where  a  careful  study  of  local  requirements 
led  to  a  remunerative  business  in  ploughs,  a  class  of  goods  usually 
supplied  by  our  competitors  or  manufactured  locally.  With  the 
adoption  on  an  extensive  scale  of  Ousintski's  new  method  of  culti- 
vation, the  introduction  of  which,  it  is  contended,  has  been  amply 
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justified  by  the  successful  results  which  have  on  several  occasions 
attended  officially  conducted  trials  in  Podolia  and  other  provinces, 
a  shallow  three- furrow  plough  came  into  requisition,  the  demand 
for  which  was  promptly  met  by  an  Ipswich  firm.  This  plough 
has  so  far  baffled  German  competition,  its  chief  characteristics 
being  that  the  hard  and  durable  material  of  which  it  is  composed 
sharpens  automatically  when  in  use,  and  that  it  is  specially  designed 
to  avoid  choking  with  stubble  or  weed& 

In  reapers  and  binders  America  still  enjoys  the  monopoly  of 
this  market.  Hand-reapers  still  command  a  ready  sale,  though 
they  are  gradually  being  superseded  by  self-reapers  and  binders. 

The  imports  of  1898  show  but  a  small  increase  in  weight  over  importt. 
the  preceding  year.  According  to  customs  returns  the  volume  of 
incoming  merchandise  amounted  to  a  little  over  258,000  tons,  the 
figure  reached  in  the  previous  year.  In  value,  however,  they  ex- 
ceeded 1897  by  907,000/.  If  the  62,520  tons  of  goods  that  passed 
through  Odessa  in  transit  during  1898  be  taken  into  account,  the 
total  imports  at  this  port  may  be  computed  iu  round  numbers  at 
323,000  tons.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  spite  of  an  abrogation 
of  duty  on  certain  articles  of  import,  the  customs  receipts  in  1898 
amounted  to  1,932,100/.,  the  highest  figure  attained. 

With  the  endeavoure  made  some  years  ago  to  foster  native  coal  Coal. 
by  the  imposition  of  a  heavy  customs  duty  on  the  British  product, 
the  steady  extension  of  the  network  of  railways  in  the  coal 
region,  and  the  consequent  rapid  development  of  the  Donetz  and 
other  native  coalfields,  the  imports  of  this  commodity  diminished 
from  some  261,000  tons  annually,  to  32,420  tons  in  1898.  The 
scheme,  however,  of  ousting  British  coal  from  this  and  other 
markets  has  only  been  partially  realised.  For  a  brief  period  during 
the  strikes  in  England,  Russian  coal  was  reverted  to  for  replenish- 
ing the  stocks  at  some  of  the  coaling  stations  in  the  Levant,  but 
on  their  cessation,  the  anticipated  results  were  not  achieved. 
With  the  expansion  of  home  industries  and  growth  of  the  mer- 
cantile marine,  the  demand  upon  native  supplies  advanced  with 
such  rapidity  as  to  exceed  the  output,  while  the  insufficiency  of 
the  production  enhanced  the  prices  almost  to  the  level  of  those 
ruling  for  Cardiff  and  Newcastle  coal.  During  the  eight  montlis 
of  the  current  year,  96,774  tons  of  British  coal  have  been  im- 
ported in  spite  of  the  obstacles  militating  against  its  introduction 
into  this  country. 

The  system  of  protection  is  admittedly  prejudicial  to  some  of 
the  best  interests  of  Odessa.  The  heavy  import  duty  on  coal  of 
about  8s.  per  ton,  which  has  now  been  levied  for  some  10  years,  is 
considered  by  many  persons  competent  to  judge  to  be  one  of  the 
most  serious  hindrances  to  the  development  of  various  industries 
at  this  port  without  in  a  corresponding  degree  benefiting  other 
places,  or  conducing  to  their  prosperity.  The  duty  was  im- 
posed at  a  time  when  great  quantities  of  British  coal  were  im- 
ported, completely  driving  out  Russian  coal  from  this  market,  and 
absolutely  stifling  competition  from  the  then  comparatively  young 
coal-mining  industry  of  this  country.  It  was  imposed  in  order  to 
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foster  this  industry  and  to  retain  in  the  country  some  ready- 
money,  of  which  Russia  at  that  time  stood  in  great  need.  Now 
that  Russia's  finances  are  on  a  much  more  satisfactory  footing,  and 
the  coalmining  of  the  Donetz  basin  alone  has  had  an  output  for 
l6U3t  year  of  8,064,600  tons  of  coal,  all  of  which  has  found  a  ready 
sale,  and  in  fact  been  insufficient  to  meet  the  demand,  persons 
requiring  it  having  to  wait  for  weeks,  or  even  months  together, 
protection  is  no  longer  necessary. 

Tea.  The  imports  of  tea  have  again  increased,  the  quantity  received 

at  Odessa  for  local  consumption  in  1898,  being  5,232,780  lbs., 
representing  an  augmentation  of  917,604  lbs.,  exclusive  of  tea  in 
bond  in  warehouses.  Tea  imported  up  to  a  recent  date,  viS, 
London,  destined  for  Moscow  and  other  towns  in  the  interior, 
now  passes  in  transit  through  Odessa.  This  is  due  to  the  increased 
activity  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet,  which,  aided  by  preferential 
railway  freights  in  Russia,  has  secured  the  monopoly  of  the  tea- 
carrying  trade  between  the  Far  East  and  Odessa.  Customs 
returns  estimate  the  quantity  of  tea  imported  into  Russia  at 
108,000,000  lbs.,  and  show  an  increased  importation  over  1897  of 
4,890,600  lbs.  passing  through  Odessa  in  transit  Trade  in 
Ceylon  teas  continues  to  flourish,  the  quantities  imported  steadily 
increasing  from  year  to  year.  Up  to  the  present  only  cheap  teas 
have  been  found  profital)le,  the  heavy  duty  on  tea  excluding  the . 
higher  qualities  from  the  market ;  but  the  increase  of  duty  on  tea 
crossing  the  Eastern  frontier  by  the  overland  route  from  19  rs.  50  a. 
to  22  rs.  50  a.  per  poud  (36  lbs.),  will  doubtless  favour  the  trade 
in  Ceylon  teas  which  enter  Russia  by  sea.  The  fact  that  a  Russian 
firm  has  opened  a  branch  office  in  Colombo  augurs  well  for  the 
future  trade  in  Ceylon  teas,  which  were  introduced  into  Russia 
only  a  few  years  ago  for  blending  with  China  teas. 

Fire  engine!.  In  the  principal  towns  of  Russia  preference  has  hitherto  been 
given  to  fire  engines  manufactured  by  well  known  British  firms, 
but  I  am  informed  by  the  Chief  of  the  Odessa  Fire  Brigade 
that  Swedish  engines  have  recently  been  imported  here.  These 
engines,  which  I  am  assured  are  quite  30  per  cent,  cheaper 
than  those  of  either  English  or  German  make,  gave  satisfac- 
tory results  at  a  recent  review  of  the  Odessa  fire  brigades, 
throwing  a  jet  of  water  through  a  1|  inch  nozzle  to  a  height 
hitherto  unattained  by  any  engine  in  this  city.  The  absence 
on  the  English  engines  of  an  appliance  for  preventing  waste 
of  water  is  considered  to  be  a  serious  drawback.  This  is  accom- 
plished on  other  engines  by  the  aid  of  a  circulation  pipe  con- 
necting the  hose  with  the  feed  pipe,  which  causes  a  continuous 
flow  of  water  from  the  ejecting  hose  back  into  the  feed  pipe  when- 
ever work  is  suspended.  The  Odessa  Brigade  likewise  possesses 
plant  imported  from  Saxony. 

Cycles.  Cycles  of  English  make  are  held  in  high  esteem,  but  they 

are  distanced  by  American  machines.  Our  cousins  across  the 
Atlantic  can  supply  good  cycles  40  per  cent,  cheaper  than  those 
of  English  make,  and  can  therefore  easily  undersell  the  latter. 
The  reason  of  this  difference  in  price  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
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that  the  American  bicycles  have  many  of  those  parts  cast  which 
in  English  machines  are  turned.  The  German  cycles  have  a  good 
reputation  for  durability,  and  consequently.,  though  little  cheaper 
than  English  machines,  have  a  fair  s^de. 

Odessa  may  be  said  to  be  an  export  centre  rather  than  an  Ourtom» 
inlet  for  merchandise  from  abroad,  as  the  customs  tariff,  though  **n^» 
modified   of  late  in   favour  of  agricultural   requisites  and  ships  ^^^  ^^' 
built  abroad,  still  acts  as  a  strong  deterrent  to  importers.     The 
extent  to  which  the  present  tariff  operates  in  restraint  of  trade 
is  clearly  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  imports  of  last  year  were 
only  equal  to  17^  per  cent.  (16f  in  1897)  of  the  exports,  a  pro- 
portion altogether  insignificant  in  relation  to  the  actual  require- 
ments of  the  market.     Great  Britain  is  not  only  Russia's  best 
customer,  a  position  she  has  always  maintained,  but  is  the  principal 
carrier  of  the  grain  produce  of  this  country  to  the  markets  of  the 
world.     It  is,  therefore,  somewhat  disappointing  when  we  come 
to  consider  how  insignificant  is  our  share  in  the  import  trade  of 
Eussia  when  compared  with  the  exports  to  Great  Britain,  and  how 
small  this  trade  is  in  relation  to  that  of  other  nations. 

The  present  moment,  when  so  much  is  being  done  by  the  Suggestione 
Eussian  Government  for  the  organisation  and  encouragement  of  ^o^  promoting 
cattle  rearing  with  a  view  to  opening  up  a  market  for  meat  *^^^®' 
produce  in  England,  would  seem  to  be  a  propitious  one  for 
our  manufacturers.  A  considerable  impetus  could  for  instance 
be  given  to  our  trade  in  agricultural  machinery  and  imple- 
ments, now  admitted  duty  free,  by  securing  their  introduction 
into  the  many  remote  agricultural  districts  of  this  vast  empire, 
into  which  they  have  not  yet  penetmted,.  and  where  the 
stores  referred  to  in  my  previous  report  could  be  made  to 
serve  as  safe  and  easy  channels  for  the  supply  of  British  goods 
direct  to  the  consumer.  Ground  is  here  afforded  on  which 
Eussia  and  the  United  Kingdom  can  join  hands  in  reaping 
mutual  profit,  since  the  development  of  such  a  policy  is  no 
less  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Eussian  peasantry 
than  it  is  to  the  success  of  British  trade.  It  would  do  much  to 
raise  the  standard  of  cultivation  in  this  country,  on  which 
success  or  ruin  so  largely  depends,  and  for  this  cause  alone 
any  such  scheme  would  be  sure  to  meet  with  Eussian  administra- 
tive encouragement 

The  Minister  of  Finance  is  strongly  in  favour  of  the  intro-  Foreign 
duction    of    foreign   capital   into   this  country,   more  especially  ^P^^ "» 
for  the  development  of  the  mining  resources  of  South  Eussia.    "*"**         ' 
Of  late  years  there  has  been  a  considerable  influx  into  Eussia  of 
Belgian  capital,  amounting  to  many  millions  of  pounds  sterling. 
Most  of   this  wealth  has  been  invested   in   undertakings  which 
are  said  to  be  returning  large  profits,  besides  affording  employ- 
ment to  many   hundreds  of  Belgian   hands,  of  whom   but  few 
earn   less  than   2t   a  week.      Special  agents   are   sent  out    to 
this  cl)untry  to  report  on   any  new  discoveries  of  mineral  ore, 
as  well  as  to  conduct  the  necessary   researches    prior    to   the 
investment  of  capital     Eussia  is  undoubtedly  rich  in  minerals 
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and  petroleum,  which  are  capable  of  profitable  development 
under  prudent  management.  Help  from  Great  Britain  in 
developing  these  riches  would  be  very  welcome  to  Russia. 
The  belief  is  fast  gaining  ground  that  English  initiative,  skill 
and  energy  would  meet  \vith  the  most  cordial  encouragement 
in  this  country.  The  deep-seated  prejudices  against  Russian  laws 
and  customs,  however,  continue  to  check  the  employment  of 
British  capital  in  South  Russia,  in  spite  of  the  IxAd  example  set 
in  this  respect  by  our  principal  competitors,  Belgium,  France 
and  Gemjany.  Various  causes  have  contributed  to  produce  this 
feeling,  the  principal  beirii,'  the  law  reserving  to  the  Russian 
Government  the  right  of  ^  ithdrawing  at  any  time  concessions  and 
privileges  granted  to  foreigners  within  the  Empire,  a  measui^ 
which  seriously  impairs  the  security  of  investments  in  Russia. 
This  law  naturally  handicaps  the  enterprising  spirit  of  English- 
men in  search  of  openings  in  this  country  for  the  investment 
of  their  surplus  capital,  but  the  experience  of  last  year  shows 
that  the  obstacle  is  by  no  means  insurmountable.  The  enei"gy 
imparted  by  the  Russian  Minister  of  Finance  to  the  recent 
development  of  petroleum  springs  in  the  Caucasus  undoubtedly 
led  to  a  lai-j^'e'influx  of  Kritiali  capital  into  those  regions,  where 
the  same  rights  as  Russian  subjects  were  secured  to  the 
investors.  This  vigorous  policy,  pursued  with  such  conspicuous 
success  in  the  Caucasus,  would  doubtless  suffice  to  remove  the 
obstacle  militating  so  seriously  against  the  introduction  of  British 
capital  into  other  districts  mifavoured  in  this  respect.  In  fact 
I  am  informed  on  good  authority  that  the  condition  objected  to  by 
English  capitalists  will  not  in  future  \ye  insisted  upon  by  the 
Russian  Government. 
Trmde  The  experience  of  the  past  and  current  years  shows  that  the 

methods.  business  transactions  of  British  firms  in  this  country  have,  on  the 
whole,  been  conducted  with  commendable  caution.  In  some 
cases,  however,  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  enumerate,  and  which 
are  happily  in  the  minority,  little  care  has  been  bestowed  on  the 
selection  of  agents,  and  even  in  some  instances  no  attempt 
appears  to  have  been  niade  to  ascertain  the  financial  stability  or 
respectability  of  the  commission  agent  or  individual  entrusted 
with  the  sale  of  valuable  consignments  on  credit  terms.  In  view 
of  the  frequent  losses  that  have  resulted  from  such  a  course  of 
action,  I  would  draw  attention  to  the  extract*  in  translation  at  the 

^  **  Comparatively  lately  the  export  of  our  grain  abroad  waa  ezdusiTely  in  the 
hands  of  commercial  hooBes  who  were  poesessed  of  considerable  means,  enjoyed  a 
solid  reputation,  carried  on  business  honestly,  and  accurately  carried  out  iJl  com- 
missions undertaken  by  them  for  foreign  purchasers. 

'*  Latterly,  in  Odessa  and  other  centres  for  the  export  of  our  grain,  their  trade 
has  gradually  gone  o^er  into  the  hands  of  persons  who  are  often  unable  to  offer 
either  a  moral  or  material  guarantee  that  this  grain  trade  wiU  be  conducted  as  it 
shoald  be. 

"  Any  one  of  us  who  wishes  to  engage  in  the  export*'  of  grain  can  now  do  so, 
bearing  hardly  any  expense,  while  usually  declining  to  pay  for  a  trade  licence. 

'*If  on  the  one  hand,  as  is  possibly  the  case,  the  interference  of  such  persons 
in  the  grain  trade  has  promoted  the  expansion  of  our  grain  export,  on  the  other 
hand  it  often  shows  itself  in  a  dishonest  attitude  towards  it.     Such  persons  offer 
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foot  of  this  page  from  the  report  of  the  Odessa  Department  of 
Commerce,  which  may  serve  as  a  useful  warning,  not  only  to 
l-3ritish  firms  importing  Eussian  produce  into  the  United  King- 
dom, but  also  to  those  desirous  of  securing  a  market  for  their 
wares  in  this  country.  Lack  of  discrimination  in  the  selection  of 
agents  is  not  only  attended  with  disastrous  consequences  to  the 
principals,  but  also  materially  affects  the  prosperity  of  other 
British  firms  having  business  relations  with  this  country,  since 
it  is  obvious  that  an  importer  ivho  does  not  pay  for  his  goods  can 
undersell  the  merchant  who  honestly  meets  his  obligations. 

It  may  indeed  be  held,  with  some  show  of  reason,  that  ihe 
British  merchsmt,  in  giving  credit  terms,  has  formulated  his  busi- 
ness policy  on  the  lines  of  his  German  rival,  and  has  thus  taken 
parallel  action  with  him  in  order  to  attain  the  position  the  latter 
has  achieved  in  several  markets  in  this  district.  It  is  needless 
to  point  out  that  our  enei-getic  competitor,  who  to  all  appear- 
ances lavishes  credit  indiscriminately,  does  not  in  reality  fail 
to  take  the  precautions  indispensable  to  reasonable  security.  His 
intermediaries  are,  as  a  rule,  merchants  personally  known  to  him 
as  intelligent  and  trustworthy  men,  hence  the  difference  in  the 
results  attained  in  these  instances,  while  in  cases  where  the 
principals  have  acted  through  agents  unknown  to  them  they  have 
had  less  cause  to  be  satisfied.  On  the  other  hand,  I  feel  I  should 
be  ill-advised  were  I  to  support  the  many  weighty  arguments  put 
foitii  in  commercial  reports  in  favour  of  the  practical  and  business- 
like methods  adopted  by  the  Gennans  in  pushing  their  trading 
interests  in  other  districts,  since  in  certain  instances  their  success 
this  year  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  such  as  to  justify  emulation. 
It  must  be  conceded  that  Russian  consumers  find  German  goods 
cheaper  than  British,  and  therefore  buy  them,  but  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  market  is  flooded  with  cheap  articles  of  German 
make,  the  absurdly  small  profits  realised  on  extensive  transactions 
is  a  discouraging  outcome  of  the  policy  of  underselling  which  the 
German  merchant  has  been  so  unduly  anxious  to  pursue. 

The  past  season,  like  its  predecessors,  has  been  productive  of 
a  great  many  unjustifiable  attacks  upon  the  British  Consular 
service.  The  doctrine  preached  in  many  instances  is  that  it  is 
quite  sufi&cient  for  British  merchants  to  send  out  a  few  thousand 
very  elegantly  got  up  but  exceedingly  useless  advertising 
periodicals,  into  which  nobody  in  this  country  ever  troubles  to 
look,  and  which  are  quite  unintelligible  to  the  ordinary  run 
of  Russian  commercial  men.  The  authors  of  these  publications, 
which,  although    not  read  abroad,  presumably   have  some  cir- 

grain  for  sale  abroad,  and  eren  after  receiving  payment  send  to  purchasers  goods 
of  a  quality  greatly  inferior  to  that  contracted  for,  nor  do  thej  hesitate  to  admix 
with  the  grain  all  kinds  of  other  substances,  or  else  they  altogether  fail  to  carry 
out  their  engagement.  In  spite  of  the  decisions  of  foreign  arbitration  committees, 
usuaUy  exceedingly  severe  in  material  matters — decisions  which  are  also  reoog- 
nised  as  binding  by  our  tribunals — these  persons  continue  their  operations,  as  these 
decisions  can  possess  no  importance  to  traders  from  whom  nothing  can  be  received. 
They  sometimes  transfer  themselves  to  another  export  centre,  and  there  again 
conclude  sales  of  the  same  kind ;  and  so  it  goes  on/' 
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culation  at  home,  would  seem  to  regard  Cousuls  in  the  light  of 
commercial  travellers  maintained  by  the  British  Government  to 
push  the  interests  of  individual  firms  in  the  countries  in  which 
they  reside.  As  this  misconception  recurs  again  and  again,  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  attempt  to  coiTect  the  erroneous  impression 
which  such  journalism  tends  to  create.  A  Consular  officer  cannot 
push  any  one  merchant's  business  without  causing  a  corresponding 
detriment  to  other  merchants  who  have  an  equal  claim  to  his 
services.  His  duties  in  this  connection  are  strictly  limited  to  the 
extension  of  such  protection  and  assistance  as  the  traveller  may 
stand  in  need. 

Eeference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  emanating  from 
this  office  to  the  pecuniary  losses  sustained  by  British  shipping  at 
this  port  in  consequence  of  undue  detention  occasioned  by  an 
insufficiency  of  loading  beiths.  No  change  has,  up  to  the  present, 
taken  place  in  the  harbour  arrangements  such  as  would  conduce 
to  any  permanent  amelioration  in  the  conditions  under  which 
berths  are  obtainable  at  Odessa.  The  fact  that  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  current  year  delays  have  not  occurred  is  owing  to  the 
large  reduction  in  the  shipping  of  the  port,  consequent  on  the 
marked  decrease  in  the  amount  of  grain  available  tor  export. 

Hopes  are,  however,  held  out  that  the  funds  necessary  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  harbour  for  the  shipment  of  grain  cargoes 
will  shortly  be  granted.  It  is  believed  that  when  greater  facilities 
for  the  loading  of  cereals  than  at  present  exist  are  provided, 
Odessa  will  regain  much  of  its  former  trade,  which  has  drifted 
into  other  channels. 

Two  powerful  dredgers  for  the  Odessa  port  were  built  in 
England  last  year. 

Several  new  ports,  situated  to  the  north  of  the  Perekop  Gulf, 
have  sprung  into  existence.  Skadovsk,  which  only  two  or  three 
years  ago  was  a  mere  assemblage  of  fishermen's  huts,  has  now 
become  a  small  watering  town,  with  a  custom-house  and  lai'ge 
stores.  Steamers  taking  cargo  from  this  point  load  in  the 
Djarilgat  Bay,  which  affords  excellent  anchorage  and  shelter  from 
all  winds.  Horly,  in  the  same  bay,  has  already  been  visited  by 
several  British  steamers,  and  promises  to  become  a  grain-export- 
ing port  in  the  near  future.  Powerful  electric  dredging  plant  has 
lately  been  purchased,  and  dredging  operations  are  being  euer^eti- 
cally  pushed  forward.  Steamers  are  provided  with  barges  and  a 
tug  for  loading. 

As  a  result  of  the  dredging  operations  which  have  for  some 
time  past  been  in  progress  on  the  River  Dnieper,  steaniers  partially 
laden  have  recently  visited  Kherson.  At  present  the  depth  of  the 
fairway  is  only  16  feet,  but  eventually  it  will  be  increased  to  22 
feet  which  will  render  Kherson  accessible  to  British  shipping.  The 
importance  of  this  port,  when  completed,  is  difficult  to  gauge.  The 
lack  of  means  of  communication  with  the  extensive  grain-growing 
districts  through  which  the  Dnieper  flows  will  be  found  to  be  a 
serious  drawback,  as  its  effect  will  be  that  instead  of  drawing 
supplies  of  grain  from  these  districts  Kherson  will  detract  from 
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the  trade  of  Xicolaiev.  This  defect  can  only  be  remedied  by  the 
outlay  of  large  sums  of  money  in  clearing  a  passage  over  the  rapids 
which  now  obstruct  the  river  traffic  above  Kherson ;  a  heavy 
expenditure  avoidable  by  the  simple  expedient  of  utilising 
Nicolaiev,  the  present  outlet  for  grain  from  that  district.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  by  means  of  a  system  of  locks  communication  with 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dnieper  were  to  be  rendered  practicable, 
the  grain  of  eight  provinces  of  Russia,  possessing  an  aggregate  area 
larger  than  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  would  find  a  cheap  outlet 
to  the  Black  Sea,  and  Kherson  might  develop  into  a  grain-export- 
ing centre  greater  even  than  Odessa.  The  question  is  one  of  cost 
and  possible  returns.  Whatever  the  latter  might  be,  the  former 
would  be  enormous,  not  less  perhaps  than  the  amount  expended 
in  the  construction  of  the  Iron  Gate  Canal  at  Orsova. 

About  30  miles  west  of  Odessa  the  Dniester  pours  its  waters  Duieeter 
by  two  channels  into  the  Dniester  Liman,  which  forms  a  large  Biyer. 
and  very  sliallow  brackish  lake,  and  has  in  its  turn  two  outlets  to 
the  sea.  The  "  Lunan  "  is  approximately  on  the  sea  level,  and  the 
direction  of  the  current  in  the  two  outlets  between  the  "  Liman  '* 
and  the  sea  is  entirely  dependent  on  the  direction  of  the  wind,  and 
frequently  sets  in  from  the  sea  to  the  lake.  The  depth  of  the  lake 
varies,  according  to  the  wind,  from  5  to  7  feet,  and  its  average 
depth  may  be  taken  as  6  feet.  The  Dniester,  though  of  very 
variable  depth,  attaining  in  some  places  more  that  20  feet,  may 
he  said  to  be  navigable  for  vessels  drawing  6  feet  during  the 
ice-free  season,  but  one  of  its  mouths  to  the  lake  is  quite  shallow, 
while  across  the  entrance  of  the  other  to  the  "  Liman  "  is  a  l)ar 
covered  to  a  depth  of  only  3  feet  and  frequently  less. 

With  a  view  to  connecting  the  river  waterway  with  the 
*'  Liman  "  it  was  decided  that  a  channel  6  feet  deep  should  be  cut 
through  the  bar,  which  is  about  2  miles  wide ;  and  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  work  is  already  completed.  When  this  channel  is 
open  for  navigation  the  result  will  be  that  a  good  deal  of  grain 
from  that  part  of  South  Western  Kussia  through  which  the 
Dniester  flows  will  come  to  Odessa  in  lighters,  instead  of  by  rail 
as  heretofore.  This  may  to  some  extent  benefit  shipping,  as 
during  times  of  pressure  of  loading  an  increased  amount  of  grain 
will  be  loaded  from  lighters,  and  this  will  partly  relieve  the  con- 
gestion on  the  quays.  Fewer  complaints  will  then  be  heard  that 
the  latter  are  not  long  enough  to  meet  the  requirements  of  rapid 
shipment 

The  great  and  ever-growing  importance  of  Kussia  has  of  late  Ruwian 
years  received  many  illustrations,  and  of  these,  next  to  her  colossal  mercantile 
railway  undertakings  in  Siberia  and  other  parts  of  Asia,  the  pro-  «»"ne. 
gramme  of  shipbuilding  which  she  has  been  steadily  following  is 
one  of  the  most  striking. 

Twenty  years  ago  the  Kussian  merchant  fleet  in  the  Black 
Sea  was  of  such  diminutive  proportions  that  for  lack  of  craft 
blocks  of  freight  even  in  the  home  or  coasting  trade  were  of 
frequent  occurrence,  while  a  participation  in  the  carrying  trade 
with  foreign  countries  was  beyond  its  strength. 
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In  the  J  ear  1877  the  means  of  transit  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government  proving  altogether  inadequate,  in  view  of  the  situa- 
tion then  existing,  an  appeal  to  Kussian  patriotism  was  resorted 
to.  Voluntary  contributions  were  collected  in  towns  throughout 
Russia  for  building  a  fleet  that  in  time  of  peace  would  serve  the 
purposes  of  commerce,  and  act  as  an  instrument  of  national 
defence  in  the  event  of  war.  In  the  course  of  only  a  few  months 
a  capital  of  4,000,000  r.  (425,000/.)  was  collected,  with  which  the 
steamers  "  Kossia.'*  "  Moscow,"  **  Petersburg,"  and  "  Nijni  Nov- 
gorod "  were  purchased  from  a  German  firm. 

These  vessels  were  employed  for  transport  purposes  during  the 
Turko-Russian  war,  on  the  termination  of  which  in  1879  a  steam- 
ship service  was  organised  between  Odessa,  Vladivostok,  and 
Saghalieu,  with  ports  of  <all  in  India,  China,  and  Japan.  With 
the  growtli  of  this  trade  new  vessels  were  added  to  the  fleet,  while 
the  old  ships  were  either  taken  over  by  the  Government  or  sold. 
The  "  Yaroslav  "  became  the  property  of  the  Grovernraent,  and  is 
now  the  cruiser  "  Pamyat  Mercuria,"  of  the  Black  Sea  Fleet,  and 
in  exchange  the  Volunteer  Fleet  received  the  s^^eamer  "  Asia," 
which  was  subsequently  named  the  "  Yaroslav,"  and  sold  to  the 
Montenegrin  Government.  The  rCvSt  of  the  old  vessels  were 
disposed  of  in  a  similar  manner. 

A  little  over  10  years  a»<o  the  fleet  consisted  of  seven  vessels 
of  an  aggregate  displacement  of  21,152  tons,  the  largest  vessel 
being  3,500  tons,  and  the  highest  speed  attained  13^  knots.  From 
the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  in  numbers  and 
tonnage  has  been  considerable,  while  all  the  old  vessels  have  been 
replaced  by  new  : — 


Name. 

Date 
of  Launch. 

Displacement. 

LHP. 

V^" 

Tons. 

"  ■■ 

Eiiot«>. 

•*  £o«troma  "     . . 

18^ 

7,976 

2,600 

13 

"Orer' 

1889 

7,990 

9,600 

19 

"Saratov" 

1891 

8,556 

10,000 

19 

"  Nijni  NoTgorod"      .. 

189  L 

7:879 

1,656 

10 

"YaroalaT"      .. 

1892 

8,685 

2,500 

m 

**TamboY"      .. 

1898 

8,635 

2,500 

12i 

"Petersburg"  .. 

1894 

9,600 

10,500 

19 

"KhatxarovBk". 

1896 

2.500 

l.'SOO 

12i 

"  Kherson  " 

1895 

L0,225 

13,000 

194 

"Vladimir"     .. 

1895 

10,500 

3,200 

13 

"V#ponej" 

1895 

10,500 

3,200 

13 

"  Ekaterinosiav  " 

1896 

10,500 

3,200 

13 

"Kiev" 

1896 

10,500 

3,200 

13 

"Moskva" 

1898 

14,000 

16,500 

16 

TnUii 

127,895 

With  the  addition  of  a  new  cruiser,  now  in  course  of  con- 
struction, the  fleet  will  number  15  vessels,  one  of  which,  how- 
ever, the  "Nijni  Novgorod,"  is  a  cargo  steamer  of  the  ordinary 
tramp  type.     Of  the   13   clipper-built  vessels  of  the  fleet,   five 
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only  are  cruisers  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word,  viz.,  the  "  Orel," 
"Saratov,"  "Petersburg,"  "Kherson,"  and  "Moskva/'  The  lines 
of  the  "  Orel "  have  been  followed  in  her  four  successors,  engine- 
power  being  increased  in  keeping  with  the  dimensions  of  the 
latter  vessels,  which  are  of  a  type  specially  adapted  to  the  specific 
functions  they  are  required  to  discharge.  The  contract  speed  for 
the  cruisers  is  19J  knots,  but  20  knots  are  usually  obtained  on  the 
official  trials.  Under  the  ordinary  conditions  of  merchant  service, 
however,  full  speed  is  never  resorted  to,  the  average  speed  main- 
tained and  not  exceeded  by  any  of  the  cruisers  being  13  knots, 
which  is  the  maximum  speed  of  the  other  vessels  of  the  fleet. 
The  Belleville  type  of  boiler,  first  tried  as  as  an  experiment  on 
the  "  Kherson,*'  and  subsequently  adopted  for  the  "  Moskva,*'  is 
said  to  have  given  such  satisfaction  to  the  Committee  of  the  fleet, 
that  they  have  decided  upon  the  same  type  of  boiler  for  the 
cruiser  now  in  course  of  construction.  As  the  aim  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  to  be  thoroughly  abreast  of  the  times,  their  choice  of 
the  Belleville  boiler  serves  as  an  index  to  the  opinion  held  in 
Government  circles  as  to  the  advantages  possessed  by  this 
particular  type  of  boiler  over  others  for  fast  cruisers  of  the 
"  Kherson  "  class. 

The  passenger  accommodation  is  of  a  high  order,  being  up  to 
the  standard  of  that  on  most  of  the  best  liners.  The  fare  from 
Odessa  to  Vladivostok  has  been  reduced  under  the  tariff  now  in 
force  from  50  to  38  guineas.  There  is  no  second  class,  but  in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  third  class  an  improved  third-class 
accommodation  is  provided  for  a  limited  number  of  passengers. 
Tlie  third  class  can  provide  berth  accommodation  for  about  2,000 
passengers,  the  fare  being  12  guineas.  The  ports  of  destination  of 
the  first-clasa  passengers  are  Vladivostok  and  Port  Arthur,  while 
the  passengers  themselves  consist  largely  of  army  officers  pro- 
ceeding for  service  in  the  Far  East  as  a  result  of  the  political 
developments  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and  business  men  enticed 
thither  by  prospects  of  great  commercial  activity.  Emigrants  are 
carried  in  considerable  numbers.  They  mostly  belong  to  the 
agricultural  class,  and  settle  in  Eastern  Siberia,  the  agricultural 
resources  of  which  ai^  being  opened  up  with  great  rapidity.  An 
exodus  from  European  Russia  has  also  recently  commenced  of 
artisans  and  trained  factory  hands,  who  are  attracted  to  the  East 
by  a  considerably  higher  wage,  in  consequence  of  a  scarcity  of 
skilled  labour  there. 

In  1898  the  number  of  sailings  from  Odessa  for  the  Far  East 
was  30,  of  which  10  were  foreign  vesisels,  against  28,  of  which  10 
were  foreign,  in  1897.  The  bulk  of  the  outward  cargo,  amounting 
to  some  50,400  tons,  carried  by  vessels  of  the  fleet  consisted  or 
Government  stores,  railway  material,  and  munitions  of  war,  and 
the  remainder  (26,048  tons)  of  ordinary  merchandise.  On  the 
return  voyage  these  vessels  brought  about  28,200  tons  of  mer- 
chandise, consisting  of  tea,  copra,  &c.  The  growth  of  this  trade 
will  be  seen  from  the  subjoined  table : — 
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Shipiuent* 
to 

Shipments  from 
Far  East. 

Soldiers,  PaMengers, 

Tear. 

Far  East 
(Foreiini 

-     -- 

■    - 

-- 

Yewels 
included). 

General          m^ 
Cargo.            ^~- 

Outwards. 

Inwards. 

Tons. 

Tons.            Tons. 

Number. 

Number. 

1890 

«,567 

3.229            6.460 

4,436 

1,572 

1892 

12,765 

1519            9,198 

6.878 

2,403 

1804 

82^25 

10.101           11,874 

8,991 

4,639 

1896 

61,080 

..  •               ..  • 

16,233 

7,950 

1898 

77.463 

5,683          16.189 

21,822 

4,793 

*  Statistics  not  published. 

The  occupation  of  Port  Arthur  and  Talienwan  by  Russian 
troops  has  already  produced  an  effect  on  Russia's  trade  with  the 
Far  East,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  enforcement  of  the  decree  of 
May  27,  1897,  which  will  come  into  force  in  January,  1900, 
restricting  the  carrying  trade  between  all  Russian  ports  to  vessels 
under  the  Russian  flag,  will  give  a  great  additional  impetus  to  this 
exchange  of  commodities  between  European  Russia  and  Eastern 
Siberia.  The  increase  of  shipping  brought  about  in  this  manner 
will  necessitate  the  purchase  of  new  steamers  from  abroad,  which 
is  now  feasible,  as  steamers  for  Russia  constructed  abroad  are  no 
longer  subjected  to  customs  duties. 

Apart  from  the  probable  increase  in  the  number  of  vessels 
belonging  to  the  Volunteer  Fleet  and  Russian  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  a  scheme  is  on  foot  to  start  a  new  steamship  company 
for  the  establishment  of  a  service  between  Odessa  and  Vladivos- 
tok, with  ports  of  call  en  route.  Moreover  the  Danish  Union 
Steamship  Company  of  Copenhagen,  with  a  fleet  of  seven  steamers, 
of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  over  18,500  tons,  are  endeavouring  to 
secure  a  share  of  the  sea-cairying  trade  between  ports  of  Euro- 
pean Russia  and  Russian  ports  in  the  Far  East.  The  Company 
seeks  to  accomplish  this  by  transferring  its  vessels  to  the  Russian 
flag. 

The  most  important  Russian  shipping  enterprise  in  the  Black 
Sea  is  the  Russian  Steam  Navigation  and  Trade  Company,  whose 
fleet  numbers  69  steamers,  with  a  displacement  of  151,758  tons, 
exclusive  of  small  craft.  The  activity  of  this  company,  which  is 
likewise  subsidised  by  the  Government,  increases  annually.  Its 
receipts  last  year  amounted  to  843,400/.,  and  working  expenses  to 
659,600Z.  Four  steamers  have  recently  been  ordered,  two  of 
which  will  trade  between  Odessa  and  and  the  Far  East,  and  two 
between  ports  on  the  Baltic  and  Black  Seas. 

The  persistency  with  which  the  administration  of  the  Russian 
Volunteer  Fleet  looks  to  Great  Britain  to  supply  its  needs  is  a 
flattering  tribute  to  our  shipbuilders. 

In  spite  of  the  apprehensions  entertained  in  some  quarters 
that  the  cheaper  cost  of  material  and  labour  in  Germany  will  oust 
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US  from  the  field,  circumstances  appear  to  justify  a  belief  that 
orders  for  vessels  for  the  Volunteer  Fleet  will  continue  to  be  placed 
with  our  yards  so  long  as  the  latter  retain  their  present  pre- 
eminence in  marine  construction  and  engineering. 

The  followincf  is  a  translation  o^  the  regulations  which  governed 
the  re-organisation  of  the  original  committee  of  the  Volunteer 
Fleet  in  1892  :— 

These  regulations  remain  in  force  for  10  yeai's,  and  the  Volun- 
teer Fleet  during  that  period,  beginning  from  1892,  is  subsidised 
by  the  exchequer  to  the  extent  of  600,000  r.  (63,830Z.J  a  year,  on 
the  condition  that  in  the  course  of  these  10  years  the  tonnage  of 
the  fleet  should  be  supplemented  by  four  fast  steamers  with  a  dis- 
placement of  not  less  than  8,000  tons,  and  two  steam  tugs  specially 
adapted  for  port  use. 

Vessels  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet  must  complete  annually  not 
less  than  seven  voyages  at  fixed  dates  between  Odessa  and  ports 
of  the  Eastern  Ocean,  making  in  all  on  an  average  not  less  than 
141,000  miles  by  the  shortest  measurement,  viz. : — 

(a)  Five  voyages  between  Odessa  and  Vladivostok  and  back, 
calling  at  Hankow  and  Nagasaki. 

(b)  Two  voyages  between  Odessa  and  Dui,  a  port  on  the  Island 
of  Saghalien,  calling  at  Nagasaki,  Vladivostok,  and  the  Korsakof 
port. 

Persons  in  the  Imperial  service  in  the  Far  East,  and  also 
emigrants  sent  separately  or  in  detachments  and  parties,  with 
luggage,  are  transported  at  special  reduced  rates  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  of  Marine,  by  agreement  with  the  department  interested 
in  the  conveyance  of  these  persons. 

Private  passengers  and  the  goods  of  private  persons,  and  also 
of  Government  institutions,  are  conveyed  at  prices  not  higher  than 
the  limit  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Marine  in  agreement  with 
the  Ministries  of  Finance,  War,  the  Interior,  and  Ways  and  Com- 
munications. 

The  fixing  of  tariffs  lower  than  the  limit  is  left  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Volunteer  Fleet  Committee,  with  provision  that  these 
tariffs  cannot  be  raised  in  the  course  of  the  navigation  season 
during  which  they  have  come  into  force. 

The  Volunteer  Fleet  has  the  right  to  refuse  to  carry  passengers 
and  cargoes  despatched  by  the  Government  (1)  if  it  has  pre- 
viously engaged  at  a  certain  date  to  convey  other  goods ;  (2)  if 
the  transport  cannot  be  effected,  at  the  time  fixed  by  the  depart- 
ment concerned,  by  regular  voyages  of  the  steamers  as  set  forth  in 
the  time-tables. 

The  State  subsidy  is  assigned  to  the  Volunteer  Fleet  by  a 
special  arrangement,  according  to  representations  of  the  Ministry 
of  Marine,  for  a  definite  date  and  on  a  definite  yearly  scale, 
dependent  on  the  engagements  devolving  on  the  fleet  during  the 
term  indicated. 

The  Government  subsidy  is  paid  to  the  Volunteer  Fleet  in 
January  for  a  complete  year  in  advance.  In  case  of  non-comple- 
tion by  the  steamers  of  the  fleet  of  one  or  more  necessarv  voyages 
(492)  "     B   ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18  ODESSA. 

the  amount  of  the  yearly  subsidy  paid  the  following  year  is  pro- 
portionately redu(3ed. 

The  Volunteer  Fleet  has  the  right  to  build  and  acquire  marine 
steamers  answering  to  its  objects,  to  insure  them  in  Russian  or 
foreign  insurance  companies,  t6  construct  for  its  own  needs 
engineering  workshops,  and  also  piers,  wharves,  offices  and  ware- 
houses, on  unoccupied  Government  sites  free,  after  the  necessary 
grant,  and  on  lands  belonging  to  private  individuals  by  agreement 
with  the  owners  of  these  lands  in  accordance  with  existing  legis- 
lation. 

The  duties  of  commanders,  officers,  engineers  and  doctors  on 
steamers  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet  may  be  performed  by  (1)  officers, 
engineers  and  doctors  of  the  Navy  on  the  active  list,  who,  however, 
receive  no  pay  from  the  State  during  their  term  of  service  with 
the  Volunteer  Fleet ;  and  (2)  other  persons  who  are  Russian  sub- 
jects, specially  trained  for  the  marine  and  clie  management  of 
marine  engines,  and  also  doctors  in  private  practice.  The  remain- 
ing duties  are  performed  by  persons  privately  engaged.  Seamen, 
engineers  and  liremen  can  be  sup[)leniented  from  the  Navy. 

By  a  subsequent  order  all  vessels  belonging  to  the  Volunteer 
Fleet  and  Russian  Steam  Navigation  Company  are  to  be  gradually 
manned  by  sailors  selected  from  amongst  the  recruits  of  the 
Imperial  Navy,  v/ho  are,  while  employed  on  board  these  vessels, 
to  be  considered  as  being  on  active  service. 

Steamers  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet,  its  agents  and  offices  are 
exempted  from  the  payment  of  dues  for  the  right  of  trade  and 
commerce. 

Freight  payable  to  the  Volunteer  Fleet  for  the  conveyance  of 
private  cargoes  is  secured  on  these  cargoes,  and  is  defrayed  on  the 
strength  of  this  security  before  all  other  debt^  of  the  owner  of  the 
cargo,  including  those  to  Government. 

The  Volunteer  Fleet  is  under  the  control  of  the  Department 
of  the  Minister  of  Marine. 

Tlie  administration  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet  is  entrusted  to  a 
special  committee,  immediately  subordinate  to  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  with  offices  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  the  actual  management 
of  the  affairs  of  the  fleet  is  subject  to  an  inspection,  acting  on 
instructions  given  by  the  Committee  and  confirmed  by  the  Minister 
of  Marine. 

The  Committee  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet  consists  of  a  president 
and  two  members  from  the  Marine  Department,  one  member  from 
the  Ministry  of  Finance,  one  from  the  Ministry  of  War,  and  a 
representative  cf  the  Imperial  Control  without  a  deciding  vote. 
The  Inspector  of  the  Fleet  ranks  as  a  consultative  member  of  the 
Committee. 

The  President  of  the  Committee  is  nominated  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Minister  of  Marine,  by  an  Imperial  Decree,  the 
members  from  the  Marine  Department  by  the  Marine  Ministry, 
and  the  members  from  the  Ministries  of  Finance  and  War  and 
the  representative  of  the  Imperial  Control  by  the  Ministries  of 
Finance  and  War  and  the  Imperial  Controller  respectively. 
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The  inspector  is  confirmed  in  his  duties  by  the  Marine 
Minister. 

The  Committee  makes  all  arrangements  as  to  the  property  and 
capital  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet,  fixes  tariffs,  draws  up  the  yearly 
programme  of  the  fleet  and  the  annual  estimates  and  accounts, 
supervises  the  actions  of  the  inspector,  and  generally  conducts  the 
operations  of  the  fleet  in  accordance  with  instructions  given  by 
the  Minister  of  Marine,  by  which  the  detailed  mode  of  action  of 
the  Committee  is  determined  as  well  as  the  limits  of  its  rights  and 
duties. 

Naval  officers  detached  for  service  on  the  Vohinteer  Fleet 
to  perform  duties  on  shore  receive  no  pay  from  the  State.  The 
time  occupied  by  this  duty  is  reckoned  in  the  term  of  active 
service  fixed  to  entitle  them  to  a  pension  from  the  Government. 
On  attaining  the  age  limit  these  i>ersons  are  discharged  from  the 
service,  but  may  retain  their  posts  on  shore  after  retirement. 

On  confirmation  of  the  accounts  and  balance-sheets  by  the 
Minister  of  Marine,  the  net  receipts,  ie.,  the  sum  remaining  after 
covering  expenses  of  navigation  and  administration,  the  deduction 
for  sinking  fund  of  5  per  cent,  and  for  a  fund  for  repairs  of 
10  per  cent,  of  the  original  value  of  the  vessels  and  real  property, 
is  distributed  by  the  Committee  as  follows : — 

(a)  Seven  per  cent,  of  the  actual  value  of  the  steaniers  is 
deducted  to  form  an  insurance  fund,  for  the  construction  of  new 
vessels  in  case  of  loss  of  any  one  of  them,  and  to  cover  average 
expenses. 

(h)  From  the  sum  which  then  remains,  1  per  cent,  is  dedilcted 
as  remuneration  for  the  inspector  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet,  10  per 
cent,  as  gratuities  to  members  of  the  Committee,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Marine  Minister,  and  as  a  monetary  grant  to 
servants  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Committee,  and  with  the  permission  of  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
and  89  per  cent,  to  the  reserve  fund. 
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Bktcrn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Odessa  during  the  Year 

1898. 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Sailing.             Steam. 

British           

Bussian 

lUlian            

Austro- Hungarian 

German 

French           

Greek             

Norwegian 

Danish           

Other  countries        

1                     500 

1  198 

2  88 
80 
48 
30 

14                       26 
16 
16 

17                       18 

769,320 

806,891 

136,456 

117,034 

67,887 

40.849 

35,056 

22,639 

15.434 

17,178 

Total 

„     for  preceding  year 
Britfsh  shipping  in  preceding  year. . 

35                  1,015 

34                  1,192 

663 

1,518,243 
1,761,094 
1,050,028 

Return   of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Odessa  during  the 

Years  1898-97. 


Articles. 


Tons 


Total  quantity  and  value 

of  articles  of  imports, 

exclusive  of  transit  trade 
Including — 

Agricultural  machinery 
and  implements 

Bricks,  tiles,  drain  pipes 

Coal 

Coffee 

Cotton,  raw 

Fruit,  fresh 
„      and  nuts,  dried. . 

Iron  and  steel  .  • 

Jute,  raw 

Machinery 

Mineral  wat-ers. . 

Olire  and  other  vege- 
table oil        . .  . . 

Ships I  Number 

Tea        iTons 


1898. 


1897. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

258,066 

6,638,200 

258,060 

4,731,200 

2,660 

130 

1,896 

41,060 

20,387 

16,242 

32,490 

32,419 

66,750 

45,400 

358 

1,865 

124,840 

44,742 

88,090 

1,628,860 

11,024 

28,425 

168,480 

1,306 

1,873 

27,490 

38,952 

32,780 

300,380 

2,780 

2,226 

44,490 

2,022 

2,340 

133,850 

1,082 

673,3281 

^,  • 

2,929 

8,705 

,,  • 

15 

13 

• 

2,344t 

1 

l,988t 

257,780 

*  statistics  not  published. 

t  Exclusive  of  large  quantities  in  bond  at  Odessa. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Odessa  during 
the  Years  1899-97. 


1899. 
(8  Months.) 

1898. 

1887. 

AnielM. 

Tom     ... 

Quantity. 
327,881 

QuanUty. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wheat          

6M.096 

3.462,946 

766.780 

6,038,640 

Bye     

II 

698,811 

1421403 

697,370 

199,699 

798,440 

B«rl«7          

„ 

147,M0 

478.874 

1,706,370 

482.990 

1,687,640 

MUxe 

ti 

190,X76 

3,114,600 

1.013,790 

127.706 

426.690 

0^ 

It       ••• 

6,2A8 

10.097 

43,160 

7.644 

32.340 

Sugar 

1.450 

87,090 

399.480 

66.080 

674,700 

wS 

ft 

1,012 

2.016 

100.320 

2,403 

102.310 

OnM«da       

tt       ••• 

I<,ti26 

23.8-J7 

168,320 

61,710 

422,810 

Flour 

15.4A6 

28.632 

364,110 

... 

Timber  and  wood    ... 

It 

94,000 

43.663 

173,860 

88,100 

131,640 

Fteh 

M 

4,838 

92,320 

6,032 

120,650 

Caviare        

1.774 

62,110 

1,212 

61,100 

Boaim  and  peas 

II 

ijae 

22.322 

186.160 

21,200 

131,670 

OIlcakA         

II 

27,016 

89,260 

149.680    ' 

30,330 

122,300 

Alcohol         

... 

... 

94.737 

81.100 

Cattle 

Head    Z 

2J29 

6,061 

61.120 

6;776 

49,700 

Sheep 

It 

8.229 

74.366 

32.6*0 

36,662 

16,800 

HoFMa          

Number 

74 

1,810 

26,290 

2,918 

94,140 

Poultry         

" 

70.260 

871,000 

27,000 

646,982 

34.790 

Total     (indndiiig 

" 

articlM         not 

tpecially    men- 

tlViid) 

... 

9,069.260 

10,430,100 

Mr.  Consul  Smith  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  harvest  of  1899,  so  far  as  this  district  is  concerned,  has  Harrest. 
been  above  the  average.      The  winter-sown  grain  gave   better  Cjreal*. 
results  than  the  spring  crops,  while  the  grain  was  of  excellent 
quality,  fiill  weighted,  and  of  good  colour. 

The  spring  was  very  backwai-d,  the  prevailing  weather  being 
cold  and  dry,  and  all  through  the  month  of  June  there  was  a 
superabundance  of  rain,  which  combined  with  the  cold  weather 
during  July,  caused  the  harvest  to  be  considerably  later  than 
usual. 

The  hay  crop  was  practically  a  failure,  due  to  the  absence  of  H»y. 
rain  during  spring  and  the  continuous  rains  during  June.     The 
second  cutting,   usually  reserved   for  clover  seed,  had  in  most 
cases  to  be  cut  for  haymaking. 

Tlie  crop  of  clover  is  greatly  under  average,  and  the  seed  is  of  dorer. 
comparatively  poor  quality.  The  price  of  this  seed  rose  during 
March  and  April  from  5  r.  50  c.  per  pood  (35«.  per  cwt.)  to  8  r. 
per  pood  (525.  per  cwt.),  and  there  is  a  strong  demand  for 
good  quality.  The  practical  failure  of  this  crop  in  Germany  and 
America  no  doubt  accounts  for  the  increased  demand  in  this 
district,  and  the  considerable  rise  in  price. 

The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  of  average  prices  per  Prioet. 
quarter  ruling  upon  the  Kiefif  market  for  the  years   1895  to 
1899:— 
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Frice  per  Quarter. 


Tear. 

1 " 

;      Wheat 

Bye. 

Oatu 

.   (480  Lbs.). 

(480  LU.). 

(820  Lbe.). 

£  #.     d. 

£  #.     d. 

£  #.    d. 

1896 

0  15     4 

0  11     2 

0    7    8 

1696 

0  19     1 

0  11     7 

0    8    5 

1897 

17     6 

0  16    6 

0  11     5 

1898 

15     2 

12     5 

0  11     2 

1899 

13     8 

0  18     5 

0  12    2 

Barley 
(400  LU.). 


«.     d. 

10  0 

11  10 

11  4 

12  1 

13  0 


Beet  crop. 


The  failure  of  the  harvest  of  last  year  in  the  Volga  districts, 
and  in  Cherson  and  other  southern  districts  this  year,  instead  of 
causing  prices  to  advance,  has  not  even  maintained  the  prices  of 
last  year.  Neither  is  there  any  great  demand,  while  on  the  other 
hand  sellers  are  not  over  anxious  to  dispose  of  their  stocks. 

The  beetroot  crop  h.'vs  also  turned  out  well,  although  the  heavy 
rain  during  September  caused  a  diminution  in  the  percentage  of 
sugar  in  roots.  The  cold  dry  spring  proved  very  disastrous  to 
this  crop,  and  large  areas  had  to  be  re-sown.  The  rain  during 
June  proved  very  beneficial,  and  no  doubt  saved  the  harvest. 

The  official  returns  show  that  on  June  13,  1898,  of  the  total 
area  (462,056  dessiatines  =  1,270,654  acres)  sown,  H  per  cent, 
of  area  had  l)een  totally  destroyed,  20*8  per  cent,  had  been  re-sown, 
while  the  crop  showed  at  same  date  this  year  34*4  per  cent,  as 
excellent,  358  per  cent,  as  good,  and  29*8  per  cent,  as  indifferent. 
By  the  13th  July  the  crop  showed  up  as  follows  : — 74*4  per  cent, 
as  excellent,  and  25*6  per  cent,  as  indifferent,  and  when  "  lifting*' 
commenced  the  figures  were  77  per  cent,  as  good,  and  23  per  cent 
as  indifferent. 

The  total  area  of  beetroot  sown  in  1899,  corrected  by  the 
Russian  Society  of  Sugar  Manufacturer  as  at  13th  September, 
was  given  as  461,655  dessiatines  (1,269,551  acres),  less  20,195 
dessiatines  (55,536  acres)  reploughed,  thus  leaving  441,460  dessia- 
tines (1,214,015  acres)— an  increase  over  last  year  of  40,147  dessia- 
tines (110,404  acres). 

The  above   area   is   estimated    to    yield    436,457,081    poods 
beetroot  from  (7,039,630   tons)    of    beetroot,    as     against    357,753,534    poods 
(5,770,218  tons)  last  year.     The  average  yield   per  acre  would 
therefore  be  116  cwts.,  as  against  104^  cwts.  in  1898,  116  cwts.  in 
1897,  and  121  cwts.  in  1896. 

The  quantity  of  sugar  expected  to  be  produced  from  the  above 
yield  is  calculated  at  57,600.000  poods  (929,032  tons),  or  17,309,232 
poods  (279,181  tons)  more  than  at  the  same  date  in  1898. 

In  comparing  the  yield  of  sugar  from  the  beetroot  we  find 
that  it  will  require  7*57  tons  of  roots  to  produce  one  t(5n  of  sugar, 
as  against  888  tons  in  1898,  9*54  tons  in  1897,  and  8*31  tons  in 
1896.  In  other  words,  the  percentage  of  sugar  extracted  from  the 
roots  seems  practically  to  increase  yearly. 


Area  of  beet- 
root lOWU. 


Yield  of 


Estimated 
quantity  of 
sugar  from 
yield. 
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Quantity  of 
sngar  fixed 
for  home 
coiiJ»"ninpti'»n. 


BuBsia  now 
the  second 
largest 
pri^ucer  of 
beet  sugar  in 
Borope. 


Agricultural 
implements. 


Oeneral 
remarks. 


The  quantity  of  sugar  fixed  by  the  Ministry  of  Finance  for 
home  consumption  from  the  present  campaign  is  35,500,000  poods 
(572,581  tons),  or  1,500,000  poods  (24,193  tons)  more  than  last 
year, and  by  adding  to  the  above  the  quantity  for  "inviolable  reserve" 
of  3,500,000  poods  (56,452  tons),  or  together,  39,000,000  poods 
(629,032  tons),  there  will  be  the  large  quantity  of  18,600,000  poods 
(300,000  tons)  of  sugar  to  be  exported  (the  most  of  which  virill 
no  doubt  be  sent  to  Great  Britain)  at  the  prices  ruling  on  the 
purchasing  markets ! 

Assuming  the  quantity  of  sugar  estimated  to  be  produced  from 
the  present  campaign  as  being  correct,  and  taking  the  production 
of  the  other  beetroot  sugar  countries  of  Europe  as  estimated  at 
same  date  for  1898  campaign,  we  find  that  the  production  of  sugar 
in  Russia  now  exceeds  that  of  Austria-Hungarj'  or  France,  and 
that  Russia  now  holds  second  place  to  Germany,  which  produces 
as  much  as  Austria  and  France  togetlier. 

The  trade  in  agricultural  implements  was  good ;  the  demand 
for  steam  threshing  macliinery  was  in  excess  (^f  the  supply,  owing 
to  the  British  makers  being  unable  to  ^ive  deliveiy  within  any- 
thing like  reasonable  time.  Grass-mowers,  reapers,  and  horse- 
rakes — all  of  American  make — found  a  ready  sale.  Horse 
threshing  machines  and  horse  gears  were  in  good  demand. 

During  the  year  1898  several  important  measures  were  passed 
into  law  bearing  largely  upon  the  fiscal  condition  of  Russia,  and 
all  more  or  less  worthy  of  the  attention  of  British  manufacturers 
and  exporters.      The  most  important  of  these  were : — 

(1)  The  remission  of  the  import  duty  upon  foreign-built  iron 
vessels  destined  for  foreign  sea  trade,  and  parts  thereof,  which 
came  into  operation  on  July  13  last  and  remain  in  force  for  10 
years  from  that  date. 

(2)  The  remission  of  import  duty  upon  self-binders ;  self 
delivery  reapers ;  horse  rakes ;  steam  ploughs ;  combined  clover 
threshers  with  two  drums;  steam  threshers  with  drums  not 
less  than  54  inches  wide,  or  with  peg  drums  not  less  than  40 
inches  wide,  &c.  Specified  duplicate  parts,  mostly  required  for 
repairs  of  the  above  machines,  are  also  admitted  free  when  accom- 
panying the  respective  machines.  Portable  engines  accompanying 
steam  ploughs  or  steam  threshers  now  pay  75  c.  per  pood  (4s.  8rf. 
per  cwt.),  as  against  2  r.  10  c.  per  pood  (13s.  per  cwt.)  levied 
formerly,  which  is  still  payable  when  the  engines  are  imported 
without  steam  threshers  or  ploughs. 

The  duty  upon  duplicate  parts  for  reaping  machinery,  ploughs, 
&c.,  accompanying  the  machines  to  which  they  belong  has  been 
reduced  from  2  r.  10  c.  per  pood  (13s.  per  cwt.)  to  75  c.  per  pood 
(4s.  8d.  per  cwt). 

Artificial  manures,  &c.,  will  now  be  admitted  free  of  duty. 
This  law  came  into  operation  on  September  13  last  year,  and  is  to 
remain  in  force  until  December,  1903. 

(3)  The  admission,  duty  free,  of  all  foreign-made  machinery 
for  the  gold  mining  industries  of  Siberia  and  the  Urals. 

(4)  The  admission,  duty  free,  of  most  articles  imported  through 
the  northern  rivers,  the  Obi  and  Jenisei. 
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In  my  report  for  1896  I  referred  to  the  inauguration  of  a  gold  Cuironoy. 
currency  which  has  now  practically  become  the  current  coin  of 
the  realm,  and  during  1898  a  law  was  passed  regulating  the  issue 
of  silver,  which  is  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  378,000,000  r. 
(37,800,000/.),  or,  say,  3  r.  (6s.)  per  head  of  population.  The 
limit  of  silver  tender  is  25  r.  (2/.  10s.)  unless  in  payments  to 
the  State,  when  silver  can  be  paid  to  any  amount,  import,  &c., 
duties  only  being  excepted  when  the  limit  is  5  r.  (10s.). 

In  December  last  10  r.  gold  pieces  were  issued,  to  run  current 
with  the  Imperial,  15  r.  (305.);  the  half  Imperial,  7  r.  50  c.  (15s); 
and  the  5  r.  gold  coins. 

The  present  1,  3,  5,  and  10  r.  notes  are  gradually  to  be  with- 
drawn from  circulation. 

The  condition  of  agriculture  in  this  district  during  1898  was  Condition  of 
on  the  whole  most  satisfactory.  (3wing  to  the  under  average  harvest  agriculture 
of  1897  the  prices  of  cereals  ruled  high  during  the  first  six  months  ^'^^®^- 
of  1898.  In  January  the  price  of  wheat  was  05  c.  per  pood 
(26s.  Qd.  per  quarter),  and  rye  65  c.  per  pood  (17s.  dd.  per  quarter). 
The  rise  in  prices  in  America,  consequent  upon  the  war  with 
Spain,  caused  a  corresponding  rise  here,  and  wheat  advanced  to 
1  r.  25  c.  per  pood  (35s.  per  quarter),  and  rye  to  85  c.  per  pood 
(23s.  9d.  per  quarter).  A  drop  in  prices  was  experienced  during  June, 
wheat  then  being  80  c.  per  pood  (22s.  4d,  per  quarter),  and  rye 
70  c.  per  pood  (19s.  9d.  per  quarter).  The  harvest  turning  out 
well  caused  a  further  drop,  and  wheat  fell  to  75  c.  per  pood  (21s. 
per  quarter),  and  rye  to  60  c.  per  pood  (16s.  9d.  per  quarter), 
^iie  purchases  made  during  the  autumn  by  the  millers  of  Northern 
Kussia  caused  prices  to  advance,  and  by  October  wheat  had 
reached  95  c.  per  pood  (26s.  &d,  per  quarter),  and  rye  72  c.  per 
pood  (20s.  2d.  per  quarter),  and  practically  at  these  prices  the 
year  closed. 

According  to  the  committee's  report  the  following  business  was  Operations  on 
transacted   on  the  exchange    during  the  year    compared    with  Kieff 
1896 : exchingo. 
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Articles*. 

1898. 

1896. 

Quantity.     '      Value. 

Quantitj. 

Value. 

Sugar,  raw — 

For  home  con  Bumption 

For  export 
Wheat 

Tons. 

203,463 

48,720 

115,692 

£ 

5,647,047 
371,428 
698,798 

Tons. 

].  294,201 
122,141 

£ 

6,694,526 
463,744 

Bje 

Barley  .. 

Oats 

Maize,  millet,  &c. 

Flax,  rape,  poppy,  kc, 

Clorer    .. 

Bran 

Lentib  and  peas 

Sundries 

Shares  .. 


Total 


21,067 

86,214 

32,953 

76,614 

9,436 

44,169 

19,360 

57,149 

32,573 

111,740 

18,639 

46,637 

9,113 

44,850 

12,163 

64,182 

13,071 

1        104,448 

32.175 

157,207 

6,452 

1        220,000 

, , 

12,903 

40,000 

5,474 

9,510 

2,419 

11,300 

2,503 

11,487 

9,564 

43,940 

3,653 

12,969 

656,813 

•• 

1,467,800 

•• 

.8,080,747 

9,250,825 

and  rirer 
traffic. 


As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  the  above  figures  do  not  give 
the  actual  business  done  in  above  products,  but  only  that  which 
has  passed  through  rhe  official  channels. 
Kietf  harbour  During  the  period  of  navigation  on  the  Dnieper,  from  March 
to  December,  there  was  discharged  at  Kieff  Harbour  18,483,677 
poods  (298,124  tons)  of  goods  valued  at  4,972,739  r.  (497^73/.), 
and  loaded  1,112,907  poods  (17,950  tons)  of  goods  valued  at 
2,814,418  r.  (281,441/.). 

198  vessels  passed  Kiefif  northwards  with  3,029,926  poods 
(48,870  tons)  of  goods  valued  at  1,329,212  j.  (132,921/.),  whUe 
349  vessels  and  2,867  rafts  passed  southwards  with  a  total  of 
91,095,954  poods  (1,469,290  tons)  valued  at  9,120,625  r. 
(912,062/.). 

The  returns  of  the  South-Westeni  Eailway,  one  of  the  largest 
lines  in  Eussia— now  under  State  control — as  given  by  their  head 
office  in  Kieff,  shows  the  great  progress  made  by  the  district 
through  which  this  line  passes.  The  following  particulars  may  be 
found  interesting  by  those  who  watch  the  progress  and  devdop- 
ment  of  Bussia  : — 


Keturns  of 
South- 
Western 

Railway. 
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South- 
Western 
diitrict. 


Quantity  of 

spirit 

distiUed. 


Daoreate  in 
oonramption 
of  "Todka." 


The  net  return  upon  the  capital  invested  is  about  7^  per  cent, 
so  that  the  State  in  taking'  over  this  important  line  made  a  first- 
class  investment. 

The  famine  in  the  Eiistem  and  Central  districts  of  Russia, 
which,  although  practically  as  severe  as  that  of  1891,  unfortunately 
receives  little  or  no  attention  from  the  general  public  outside  of 
its  dreadful  range,  has  drawn  attention  to  the  question  of  food 
supply  in  general.  From  ]^ublished  data  it  would  seem  that  the 
three  governments  or  provinces  of  the  Southwestern  district  are 
well  provided  for  in  the  event  of  a  famine.  In  these  districts 
there  is  a  double  system  of  guaranteeing  the  food  supply  of  the 
people,  viz.,  grain  stuffs  in  reserve  stores,  and  capital  invested, 
which  at  January  1,  1898,  is  given  as  under : — 


District. 

Grain  Stuffs. 
Winter.           Summer. 

InTested 

Capital. 

Currency. 

Koubles. 

8.782,000 

611,000 

8,081,000 

7,424,000 

Sterling. 

Kieff 

Volhynia 

Podolia 

Tel »'t verts*    TchetTerts.* 
833.817     i      163,119 
396.322    i      170,768 
879,806          190,187 

1,109,444    1      614,009 
•  1  tchetrert  -  361  lbs. 

£ 

878,200 

61,100 

808.100 

Total     .. 

742,400 

If  it  is  kept  in  view  that  this  district  never  experiences  such 
failure  of  harvest  as  the  Eastern  and  Central  districts  of  Russia^ 
it  is  safe  to  conclude  that  these  figures  show  very  satisfactory 
precautions  against  famine. 

In  the  provinces  of  Kieff,  Volhynia,  and  Podolia,  the  quantity 
of  "  vodka,"  or  pure  raw  spirit,  distilled  is  given  for  the  **  operating 
year"  (from  July  to  July)  as  2,669,000  vedros  (7,315,000  gallons) 
for  1896-97,  and  3.237,000  vedros  (8,901,750  gallons)  for  1895-96. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  statistics  of  the  consumption 
of  "vodka"  in  Bussia  show  a  considerable  decrease  during  the 
•above  '*  operating  "  seasons,  the  consumption  being  given  as : — 


Year. 


1896-96 
1896-07 
1897-98 


Quantity. 


Vedros. 
29.000.000 
28,000,000 
26.000.000 


Gallons. 
-  80,000.000 
77.000,000 
71,600,000 


It  is  too  early  yet  to  suppose  that  the  above  decrease  is 
attributable  to  the  State  control  of  the  spirit  trade  inaugurated  as 
a  trial,  first  in  1895  in  the  provinces  of  Perm,  Orenburg,  Ufa.  and 
Samara,  which  is  not  yet  in  general  operation  all  over  Russia. 
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It  is  satisfactory,  however,  to  note  that  the  report  upon  the  State 
control  in  the  province  of  »KiefF  shows  a  decrease  in  drunkenness, 
which  it  is  possible  may  partly  be  due  to  the  lessened  facilities  of 
obtaining  spirits  owing  to  the  distance  between  the  retailing  stores. 
In  the  province  of  Kieff  there  are  120  retail  stores  in  the  towns 
and  997  in  the  country  districts.  The  great  drawback  of  tlie  new 
system  is  that,  as  no  spirit  can  be  consumed  on  the  premises, 
most  of  it  is  consumed  in  the  streets  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  the  government  stores  or  shops  and  consequently  the 
drunkenness  of  the  people  is  openly  paraded. 

The  beetroot  campaign  of  1898-99  opened  under  very  unfavour-  fieefcroot 
able  auspices.  The  frost  and  snow  during  the  early  days  of  October  ^"'P- 
stopped  the  lifting  of  the  crop,  and  it  was  feared  that  it  would  be 
spoilt  and  a  dearth  of  sugar  result.  Many  of  the  factories  had  to 
cease  working  owing  to  the  non-supply  of  roots ;  and  it  need  not 
be  wondered  at  if  this  fact,  combined  with  the  large  sales  of 
sugar  previously  made  upon  the  strength  of  the  abundant  harvest 
in  view,  caused  the  price  of  sugar  to  advance  suddenly  to  4r.  80  c. 
per  pood  (31Z.  6s.  6d.  per  ton),  or  20  c.  (1/.  6.5.  per  ton)  above  the 
boundary  price  fixed  by  the  Minister  of  Finance.  Fortunately, 
warmer  weather  set  in,  and  the  loss  of  roots  was  comparatively 
small. 

The  season  or  campaign  of  1898-99,  with   244   factories   in  Production  of 
operation,  is  officially  given  as  having  produced  40,607,138  poods  ^^^  »"g*»"- 
(654,954  tons)  of  sugar,  and  adding  to  this  the  balance  from  the 
previous  campaign  of  4,151,702  poods  (66,963  tons),  we  have  a 
total  of  44,758.840  poods  (721,917  tons). 

This  quantity  will  practically  be  disposed  of  as  follows : — 


Quantity. 


Poods. 
Home  consumption       . .          . .      36,500,000 
Inviolable  reserve          . .          . .        2,600,000 
Voluntary  reserve          . .          . .  j       3,043,000 
Exported". 3,715,840 


Total 44,768,840 


Tons. 
572,581 
40,323 
49,080 
69,933 


721,917 


Practically  speaking  the  quantity  under  "  voluntary  reserve  " 
will  fall  to  be  exported,  in  view  of  the  large  quantity  set  aside  for 
home  consumption. 

The  quantity  of  beetroot  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  above  Quantity  of 
quantity  of  sugar  was  368,140,000  poods  (5,937,742  tons),  the  area  ]>eetroot  used 
under  cultivation  being  401,3^3  dessiatines  (1,103,611  acres)  thus  S^/ugLT'''' 
showing  a  yield  of  107^  cwts.  to  the  acre. 

The  average  price  upon  the  KiefF  market  during  1898  for  home  Average  price 
consumption   for   prompt  delivery  was  30Z.    14s,   per   ton,  with  ^^^^w  upon 
delivery  at  nearest  railway  station,  and    the  average  price   for  London' 
"  sugar  for  export "  with  same  delivery  was  8L  I85.  9d.  ton,  while  markets. 
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the  average  price  upon  the  London  market  for  the  same  sugar  was 
111  2s.  per  ton.  The  average  price  for  refined  sugar  upon  the 
KiefiF  market  during  1898  was  5  r.  75  c.  per  pood  (37/.  lOs.  6d. 
per  ton),  or  say  4d,  per  lb. 

As  the  consumer  in  Eussia  must  pay  for  the  sugar  he  consumes 
upon  the  basis  of  30/.  14s.  per  ton,  as  above,  it  will  be  seen  that  he 
was  paying  S^d.  per  lb.  in  the  producing  country  for  what  was 
being  sold  in  London,  a  non-producing  centre,  at  1^.  per  lb.  In 
other  words,  in  order  artificially  to  keep  the  price  at  3id.  per  lb. 
to  the  Eussian  consumer,  upon  a  consumption  of  538,258  tons,  it 
was  necessary  to  sell  82,774  tons  at  the  London  market  price  of 
l-Jrf.  per  lb.  Such  a  result  is  due  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
State  control  of  the  sugar  industry  in  Eussia,  and  in  the  second 
to  the  bounty  system  in  force  in  Austria-Hungary,  Belgium, 
France,  and  Germany  having  brought  the  price  upon  the  London 
market — the  market  of  the  world — ^to  a  figure  which  barely  covers 
the  cost  of  production. 

The  following  shows  in  detail  the  exact  disposition  of  the 
production  of  the  1897-98  campaign : — 


Quantitj. 

Home  consumption 

Finland  ..         ..         ..         ,. 

Burope 

Asia         

Pooda. 

83,872,000 

1,208,000 

6,182,000 

2,166,000 

Tons. 
638,268 
20,866 
82,774 
84.919 

Total 

41,062,000 

676,806 

Eefined  sugar  is  exported  to  Finland  and  Asia,  and  sand  and 
white  crystals  to  Europe.  The  quantity  of  sugar  exported  during 
the  year  1898,  as  well  as  the  custom-house  through  which  the 
shipments  were  cleared,  will  be  found  from  the  undemoted  figures 
compiled  from  the  official  weekly  bulletins  of  the  Sugar 
Association : — 
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Cleared  at — 


Odessa  •.  • 

Mlava    . . 
Baku      . . 
Libau    . • 
Grajewo 
Woloczjsk 
Nieolaiev 
Is^escha  .. 
Alexandrowo    . 
Askhabad 
St.  Petersburg . 
N^ovocelitsy 
A  strachan 
Tiflis      .. 
Bjulfinski 
Duschak 

Total      . 


From  September,  1897, 
to  September,  1898. 


From  September,  1898, 
to  December  31, 1898. 


l^oods. 

4,242.882 

1,127,559 

1,868,296 

239,176 

41,967 

267,893 

242,093 

167,027 

197.766 

163,263 

55,604 

32,968 

16,984 

1,535 


8,665,013 


Tons. 

fi8,432 

18,185 

30,133 

3,858 

677 

4.320 

3,905 

2,H94 

3,l9f 

2,633 

900 

532 

274 


139,7o8 


Qoods. 

Tons. 

1,232,457 

19,878 

419,841 

6,771 

561,115 

9,050 

561,498 

9,056 

429,800 

6,932 

160,465 

2,-.vS8 

158,503 

2,557 

H4,775 

1,368 

141,880 

2,289 

54,812 

884 

6,862 

111 

23,088 

372 

2,164 

35 

13,898 

224 

3,851,158 


62,115 


making  a  total  of  12,516,171  poods. 

Keeping  in  view  the  fact  that  the  coming  campaign  of  1899-  '^^'^  faotoriet 
1900  will  see  at  least  30  new  factories  started,  there  must  be  a  ^^"S^nsT 
very  iar^e  quantity  of  sugar  for  export  during  1900.  This  large 
addition  to  the  already  excessive  production  gives  grave  cause  for 
alarm  in  some  quarters  as  to  the  future  of  the  sugar  trade,  while 
there  are  others  who  look  upon  the  increase  in  number  of  factories 
*'  as  a  material  help  to  agriculture ;  and  although  the  price  received 
upon  the  foreign  market  for  our  sugar  does  not  cover  the  cost  of 
production,  still  in  a  way  this  increase  will  have  a  bearing  upon 
the  international  balance  of  trade." 

For  the  sake  of  comparison  I  give  particulars  of  the  number  of  Total 
factories  in  Europe,  and  their  estimated  production  of  beet  sugar  ?I?f"'*^*^'^-^* 
from    1898-99   campaign.     The   ton  is  here   reckoned   as    1,000  uuroj^**'^''^ 
kilos. : — 


Country. 


Number  of 
FactorieB. 


Production. 


Germany.. 
Austria-Hungary 
France  .  •  .  < 
Russia  . . 
Belgium  . . 
HoUand  .. 
Sweden   .  • 

Total  .. 


403 
214 
344 
244 
110 
31 
16 


Tons. 
1,670,091 
993,600 
763,910 
742,000 
203,600 
151,700 
60,000 


4,584,801 


In  previous  reports  I  have  drawn  attention  to  the  dividends  Sugar 
paid  by  the  sugar  factories  of  this  district.     The  annual  reports  of  ^n^investm  nt 

for  capital. 
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most  factories  show  that  even  ia  1898,  notwithstanding  the 
excessive  excise  duty  of  1  r.  75  c.  per  pood  (11/.  8s.  6iL  per  ton) 
and  the  "  deplorahle  "  condition  of  the  sugar  trade,  due  to  "  over- 
production and  loss  incurred  upon  the  quantity  exported,"  the 
dividends  do  not  decrease  but  show  a  decided  tendency  towards 
an  increase.  One  company  paid  a  dividend  of  70  per  cent., 
another  paid  54  per  cent.,  while  25  and  20  per  cent,  were  quite 
ordinary.,  and  where  10  per  cent,  was  given  the  opinion  was  that 
there  was  a  leak  elsewhere.  The  Kiefif  Refinery  paid  a  dividend 
of  20  per  cent.  It  must  not  be  imagined  that  these  dividends 
give,  in  most  cases,  the  actual  profits  made  during  the  year,  a 
common  practice  being  to  set  aside  considerable  sums  for  depreciation, 
renewals  of  plant,  special  leserve  capital,  &c.,and  these  sums  in  many 
cases  exceed  the  paid-up  capital  of  the  company.  It  is  no  wonder, 
therefore,  if  the  shares  in  such  concerns  are  practically  not  to  be 
bought,  for  with  such  valuable  assets  it  is  easy  to  reckon  upon 
big  dividends  being  assured.  The  principal  idea  in  keeping  the 
dividends  within  bounds  is  due  to  the  wish  to  keep  off  any  increase 
of  excise  duties  or  other  restrictive  measures  to  more  thoroughly 
control  the  output,  and  which  would  in  the  end  affect  the  pockets 
of  the  shareholders. 

One  of  the  principal  objections  to  the  investment  of  capital  in 
foreign  joint-stock  companies  promoted  to  operate  in  Russia  was 
"  that  the  Russian  Government  reserved  the  right  to  cancel  the 
permission  given  to  operate,  at  any  moment,  and  to  demand  the 
company's  business  in  Russia  to  be  wound  up  without  assigning 
any  reason."  The  Minister  of  Finance  has  now  abrogated  this 
law,  and  in  future,  foreign  joint-stock  companies  are  to  be  put  on 
an  equal  footing  with  those  of  Russia,  and  will  be  subject  to  the 
existing  and  future  laws  of  the  country. 

The  removal  of  the  above  hitherto  objectionable  clause  ought 
to  allay  the  susceptibilities  of  investors,  who  have  hitherto 
looked  upon  investment  of  capital  in  joint-stoek  companies  in 
Russia  as  being  not  without  risk. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  British  capital  would  be  gladly  welcomed 
in  Russia  for  the  development  of  industrial  undertakings.  Note 
how  readily  the  Russian  Government  sanctioned  the  British 
companies  promoted  in  1898  in  connection  with  the  Baku  oilfielda 
The  industrial  development  of  Russia  requires  foreign  ca|)ital,  and 
judicious  investments  in  such  undertakings  as  coal,  iron,  and 
copper  mines,  ironworks,  jute  mills,  sugar  factories,  petroleum 
oil-fields,  large  engineering  works,  &c.,  are  likely  to  produce  good 
returns. 

It  win  be  interesting  to  watch  if  the  capitalists  of  Great 
Britain  will  now  find  a  field  for  profitable  investment  in  the 
development  of  Russia's  indastrial  undertakings.  It  will  always 
be  difficult  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Government  to  concerns 
where  over-capitalisation  is  apparent  and  where  the  object  of  the 
company  is  not  so  much  to  carry  on  a  legitimate  business  as  to 
earn  a  big  haul  upon  an  inflated  flotation  capital,  and  on  this 
point  I  have  good  grounds  for  saying  that  the  present  Minister  of 
Finance  means  to  keep  a  controlling  hand. 
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There  is  a  section  of  the  Russian  press  which  continually 
strives  to  stir  up  agitation  against  the  introduction  of  foreign 
capital  into  the  CQuntry,  on  the  ground  that  the  foreigner  exploits 
the  mineral  wealth  and  the  industrial  development,  while  the  pro- 
fits earned  are  spent  abroad.  It  is  even  contended  that  the  ignorant 
Eussian  workman  is  victimised  in  order  purely  and  simply  to  put 
profit  into  the  pockets  of  the  avaricious  foreigner.  The  fact  of 
the  native  workman,  thanks  to  the  introduction  of  foreign  capital, 
having  work  at  which  he  can  earn  a  fair  wage  is  overlooked,  as 
well  as  the  benefit  to  the  general  good  which  capital  invested  in 
commercial  enterprise  confers. 

While  Germany  is  talked  about  as  our  greatest  rival  in  the  Methods 
markets  of  the  world,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  the  same  atten-  *^?P*?^  ^y 
tion  paid  to  the  rapidly  developing  competition  of  America.     The  facturew  to^ 
strides  America  is  making  are  startlingly  apparent  in  the  foreign  further  trade, 
trade.     The  agricultural  machinery  trade  is  practically  controlled 
by  America,  the  trade  in  duplex  and  other  st-eam  pumps  is  more  or 
less  American,  the  introduction  of  improved  machine  tools  is  due 
to  America,  which  is  now  reaping  the  benefit  of  practical  ideas 
combined  with  utility,  and  no\y  the  supply  of  fixed  steam  engines 
to  the  foreign  markets  is  being  energetically  pushed.     The  ways 
of   the    British   manufacturer,   in   his  endeavour   to   compel   his 
customers  to  take  the  particular  type  of   goods  he  supplies,  is 
alone  to  blame  for  this  reaction.     I  have  before  me  such  a  case  as 
the  following:   A   particular  type  of  plough   is  desired,  and  an 
English  manufacturer  gets  a  sample  plough  sent  him  as  a  pattern. 
The  reply  they  send  is  "  that  they  consider  the  sample  plough  a 
very  inferior  implement,  and  as  a  more  suitable  one  they  recom- 
mend their  plough  marked ,  as  illustrated  on  page of  their 

catalogue  sent  by  the  same  post,  and  which  they  will  be  glad  to 
supply  at delivered  at  any  English  port  for  cash." 

The  fact  of  the  plough  illustrated  on  the  given  page  of 
catalogue  being  quite  unsuited  for  Russia  is  lost  sight  of,  and  the 
maker  in  Germany  after  viewing  the  pattern  quotes  a  reasonable 
price,  books  an  order  for  several  hundred  ploughs,  and  delivers 
them  on  terms  of  six  and  nine  months  credit. 

Another  case  i^efers  to  a  steam  tire-engine  where  it  was 
requested  that  the  tenders  should  give  certain  details.  The 
Russian  and  German  makers  gave  most  exhaustive  details,  while 
the  British  maker  only  gave  a  general  outline,  and  upon  being 
applied  to  for  the  size  of  the  cylinders  of  the  engine  quoted  by  him, 
replied  "  that  he  made  it  a  rule  never  to  give  such  details  .  .  . 
and  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  imfi^ne  that  the  efficiency  of  the 
engine  depended  upon  the  size  of  the  cylinders."  The  British 
m^er's  price  was  reasonable,  his  design  was  preferred,  but  thanks 
to  his  unwillingnesb  to  give  the  same  details  as  his  competitors 
did,  the  order  was  given  to  a  Russian  maker  whose  price  was 
dearer,  and  whose  willingness  to  meet  the  views  of  his  client  was 
appreciated. 

A  third  instance  refers  to  a  particular  type  of  high-speed  steam 
engines ;  and  the  British  makers,  without  exception,  quote  for  cash 
(492)  0 
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against  shippingdocuments,  while  their  American  brethren  reply  that 
they  can  guarantee  that  they  can  work  this  particular  trade  better 
than  any  other  nation,  and  are  agreeable  to  send  a  sample  engine 
on  consignment.  The  engine  is  sent,  and  turns  out  to  be  exactly 
what  is  required,  and,  thanks  to  a  certain  elasticity  in  his  manner 
of  trading,  the  pushing  American  acquires  a  trade  worthy  of  his 
attention  and  enterprise. 

Until  the  British  manufacturers  forget  that  they  alone  have 
the  supply  of  the  markets  of  the  world — as  they  practically  had 
30  years  ago — it  is  useless  for  them  to  cry  out  when  dull 
trade  gives  them  time  to  examine  the  question  of  the  loss  of 
markets. 

Provided  the  British  manufacturer  will  adapt  the  manner  of 
treating  foreign  business  to  that  of  his  Gennan  and  American 
rivals,  he  will  be  able  to  hold  his  own  in  those  markets  where 
he  meets  them  on  an  equal  footing  as  regards  tariflFs,  &c. 

It  is  a  common  occurrence  to  receive  catalogues  and  circulars 
from  America  and  Grennaiiy,  with  the  det«iils  in  Russian  measure 
and  prices  in  roubles — more  notably  catalogues  of  machine  tools, 
reaping  macliinery,  hair  and  leather  belting,  &a  Unfortunately, 
tlie  British  manufacturer  rarely  prints  his  catalogues  in  Eussian, 
and  even  when  local  firms  are  willing  to  translate  and  illustrate 
special  articles  in  their  own  catalogues  and  lists,  there  are  British 
firms  who  decline  to  supply  the  electro  blocks  to  illustrate  the 
goods  they  manufacture. 


XlCOLAIBV. 

Vice-Consul  Ayoodhouse  reports  as  follows : — 
Harvest.  Tlie  official  statistics  of  the  result  of  the  harvest  have  not  as 

yet  been  published,  but  it  is  estimated  that  in  this  district  the 
average  yield  was  no  more  than  265  lbs.  per  acre,  that  is  to  say 
far  less  than  the  proceeds  of  a  medium  crop.  This  was  brought 
about  by  the  prolonged  drought  during  May  and  June.  Within  a 
radius  of  50  miles  round  JTicolaiev,  the  output  was  of  the  poorest, 
and  in  some  parts  the  corn  was  not  considered  worth  reaping,  and 
in  order  to  gain  some  benefit  by  it  horses  and  cattle  were  turned 
into  it  to  graze  what  they  could,  and  thus  economise  the  small 
stocks  of  fodder  still  unconsumed. 
Wheat.  The  ordinary  spring  wheat  called  Ghirca  Ulka  sufiered  more 

from  the  drought  than  did  the  hard  winter  Azima.  The  price 
of  the  former  per  quarter  of  492  lbs.  is  at  present  1/.  7«.  6rf.  f.o.b., 
but  although  the  demand  from  the  United  Kingdom  is  fairly  good 
the  supply  is  poor.  The  Mediterranean  markets  are  more  open 
for  the  best  qualities,  and  the  prices  they  offer  are  better  than 
those  obtainable  in  the  United  ^ngdom. 

The  price  of  winter  wheat  is  now  11.  10&  per  quarter  f.o.b. 
Barley.  The  barley  crop  was  very  poor  and  the  percentage  of  admixture 

so  great  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  export  the  article  to  the 
United  Kingdom  owing  to  the  Bristol  Clause  limiting  the  admix- 
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ture  to  3  per  cent.  The  demand  from  the  Continent  is  firmer,  as 
the  main  stipulation  there  is  that  a  certain  natural  weight  be 
guaranteed,  and  as  much  as  10  per  cent,  admixture  is  accepted 
M'ithout  demur.  The  present  price  f.o.b.  is  17«.  per  400  lbs. 
quarter. 

The  rye  crop,  though  not  large,  has  yielded  fairly  well,  and  its  Rje. 
(jiTality  is  medium.  The  market  is  being  supplied  with  consign- 
ments from  the  more  favoured  districts  of  Tambov,  Voronezh,  and 
Kursk,  some  of  the  comniotlity  being  brought  down  some  800 
miles  and  more  by  rail.  The  local  price  is  about  1/.  Ox.  6d.  per 
quarter  f.o.b. 

As  compared  with  former  years,  the  oat  crop  is  a  good  one,  the  Oats, 
quality,  however,  varying  considerably,  the  better  kinds  coming 
from  the  same  districts  as  rye.     Nearly  all  the  export  of  this  cereal 
is  to  Italy.     The  price  f.o.b.  is  about  15«.  per  quarter. 

Linseed  is  hardly  procurable,  the  quality  is  bad,  and  the  price  OUseedi. 
is   high,  viz.,    1/.  19^.      Other   oilseeds  have   suffered   nearly   as 
much. 

The  first  hay  crop  perished  as  did  the  corn,  but  the  abundant  Hay. 
rains  that  have  since  fallen  have  covered  the  whole  country  with 
grass  to  an  extent  gi-eater  than  remembered  by  the  "oldest 
inhabitant."  It  is  due  to  this  fact  that  farmers  have  been 
enabled  to  refrain  from  parting  with  their  live  stock  at  enormously 
reduced  prices  as  was  anticipated.  At  one  time  in  certain  dis- 
tricts starving  horses  and  cattle  might  have  been  bought  for  10s,  a 
head. 

The  winter  sowings  are  progressing .  very  favourably,  thanks  H»irve»t 
to  the  recent  precipitation  of  moisture,  and  the  semiuated  grain  prospect*, 
has  already  taken  root.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  snow  will  fall  and 
cover  the  fields  before  the  sharp  frosts  have  time  to  dams^e  the 
sprouts.  The  area  sown  far  exceeds  that  of  former  years,  and, 
given  fairl}*  good  atmospheric  conditions,  the  winter  crops  next 
year  should  surpass  the  average. 

The  stocks  of  grain  here  are  as  follows : — Wheat,  54,000  I^«pAt  of 
tons ;  oats,  8,000  tons  ;  rye,  4,000  tons  ;  barley,  4,000  tons  ;  total,  ^''*- 
70,000  tons,  or  little  more  than  half  the  quantity  that  was  in  depdt 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Nevertheless,  this  amount  is  more 
than  enough  to  satisfy  the  present  demand,  and  difficulties  are 
being  met  with  in  trying  to  dispose  of  even  so  small  a  quantity ; 
moreover,  unless  prices  abroad  rise,  heavy  losses  will  be  suflfered 
by  local  merchants  and  speculators,  as  the  greater  part  of  this 
grain  is  mortgaged  in  the  local  banks  and  Government  grain 
elevator.  The  latter,  strange  to  relate,  is  taking  no  more  than 
5J  per  cent,  on  loans,  although  in  view  of  the  scarcity  of  ready 
money  the  banks  are  charging  9  per  cent.  Besides  the  compara- 
tively low  prices  obtainable  abroad  freights  are  high,  as  much  as 
12s.  6d.  and  13«.  for  the  United  Kingdom  and  Continent  being 
demanded  and  even  at  that  tonnage  is  scarce. 

So  bad  has  business  been  lately  that  the  principal  exporting  arain  trade, 
houses  have  done  little  or  nothing,  and  a  great  deal  of  the  export 
trade  has  been  carried  on  by  small  speculators.    As  r^ards  some 
of  these  speculators  mention  has  been  made  in  my  former  reports. 
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Speculators.  It  is,  thanks  to  one  or  two  unscrupiilousj  members  of  this  class 

of  exporters,  whose  names  have  been  published  in  the  leading 
grain  exchanges  of  Europe  as  unreliable,  that  the  port  of  Nicolaiev 
as  a  whole  would  appear  to  have  earned  ;in  undesirable 
reputation. 

Unfortunately,  according  to  the  local  papers,  a  similar  state  of 
affairs  exists  in  most  of  the  ports  of  the  Black  Sea. 

Admixture  Last  spring,  at  a  meeting  of  Russian  exporters,  convened  by 

of  grain.  ^\^q  Minister  of  Finance  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  question 
raised  as  to  the  measures  that  should  be  taken  for  the  amelioration 
of  the  Russian  grain  trade,  the  President  of  the  Nicolaiev  Ex- 
change Committee  said :  **  We  caught  a  small  exporter  shipping 
about  40  per  cent,  of  dust  and  sweeping*?  with  wheat  in  broad 
daylight.  What  are  we  to  do  with  such  people  ? "  ;  but  no  answer 
was  given.  He  then  stated  that  the  said  Committee  had  apprised 
their  colleagues  abroad  of  one  or  two  shady  transactions  of  this 
nature,  so  that  for  the  moment  the  shipping  of  bad  qualities  of 
cei-eals  has  been  checked.  I^ides  that,  the  Nicolaiev  Exchange 
Committee  drew  up  a  set  of  rules  in  accordance  with  which  the 
amount  of  admixture  of  other  grain  or  refuse  with  wheat,  barley, 
rye,  &c.,  was  to  be  fixed  at  3  per  cent. ;  from  3  per  cent  to  8  per 
cent,  the  buyer  was  to  be  able  to  claim  a  deduction  proportionate 
to  the  percentage  of  admixture,  and  if  the  percentage  exceeded 
the  latter  figure  he  was  to  have  the  option  of  refusing  the  parcel. 
These  rules  have  been  submitted  for  confiimation  to  the  Minister 
of  Finance,  who  replied,  however,  that  the  question  of  establishing 
a  normal  rate  of  percentage  of  admixture  for  each  kind  of  grain  for 
exportation — not  only  from  Nicolaiev,  but  from  all  Russian  ports — 
will  in  all  probability  be  settled  early  next  year.  It  is  expected 
that  this  drastic  measure  will  have  the  desired  effect  of  raising  the 
standard  o\'  Russian  cei'eals. 

VarvaroTka.  Last  year  over  150,000  tons  of  grain   were  exported  from 

Varvarovka.  These  figures  were  included  in  the  return  of  exports 
from  Nicolaiev,  and  were  not  shown  separately.  This  year  no 
vessels  have  been  loading  there,  as  the  small  wharf  has  been  under 
repair,  and  it  has  been  decided  to  levy  the  half-copeck  per 
pood  export  duty  on  all  articles  shipped  at  this  place,  so  that 
henceforth  Varvarovka  will  no  longer  profit  by  its  only  advan- 
tage over  the  port  of  Nicolaiev  proper.  The  practical  abolition 
of  this  small  loading  station  will  do  away  with  a  part  at  any  rate 
of  the  troubles  with  which  shipmasters  have  so  often  been  beset. 

Voxnesenak.  The  small  town  of  Voznesensk  is  situated^some  60  miles  above 

Nicolaiev,  on  the  River  Boug.  Its  position  in  the  centre  of  a  large 
grain-producing  district  is  one  of  considerable  importance,  which 
will  be  enhanced  by  the  dredging  operations  contemplated  by  the 
Ministry  of  Ways  and  Communications.  At  present,  shallow  tugs 
and  lighters  can  only  approach  the  town  in  the  early  spring  when 
the  river  is  in  flood,  but  at  this  season,  when  the  agricultural  pro- 
duce of  the  region  is  ready  for  exportation,  the  shallowness  of  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Boug  renders  navigation  as  far  as  the 
town  impossible.    When  the  projected  dreeing  has  been  carried 
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out  the  whole  output  of  the  region  will  pass  through  Voznesensk 
to  Nicolaiev,  instead  of  only  in  part  as  at  present,  when  the  majority 
finds  its  way  to  Odessa. 

The  Ochakov  bar  dredging   operations   are  progressing  very  Bzedging 
quickly.     Commencing  from  the  Ochakov  end,  the  channel  has^**^^^ 
been  deepened  to  25  feet  for  nearly  3  miles,  and  the  engineers    "" 
in  charge  hope  to  complete  4  miles  before  the  ice  sets  in.     Next  '  • 

year  this  work  will  be  pushed  on  more  rapidly  with  the  assistance 
of  additional  dredgers,  now  under  construction,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  by  the  spring  oif  1901  vessels  drawing  25  feet  will  be  able 
to  take  away  full  cargoes  from  this  port. 

No  conti-act  has  as  yet  been  made  with  any  lirni  for  the  con-  Waterworks, 
struction  of  a  system  of  waterworks  at  Nicolaiev.     The  conditions 
under  which  the  municipality  announced  their  readiness  to  accept      * 
tenders  were  too  difficult  to  comply  with,  as  the  contracting  parties 
were  to  take  the  risk  of  tinding  the  required  quantity  of  water 
themselves. 

The  new  ice-breaker,  also  fitted  up  as  a  salvage  boat,  has  loebrenker. 
already  rendered  assistance  to  one  or  two  steamers  that  stranded 
on  the  Ochakov  bar  itself  and  in  the  open  sea.  Her  advent  will 
preclude  other  salvage  steamers  from  making  large  profits  from 
stranded  vessels  as  hitherto.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be 
remembered  that  this  ice-breaker,  called  the  "  Gaidamak,"  belongs 
to  the  Nicolaiev  Pilot  Society,  and  therefore  if  her  services  are 
rendered  to  any  vessel  that  jias  got  into  trouble  through  the 
neglect,  carelessness,  or  incapacity  of  a  pilot  belonging  to  the 
Society,  both  the  latter  and  the  pilot  are  responsible  for  all 
loss  or  damage,  and  therefore  no  charge  should  be  made  for  such 
assistance. 

No  decision  has  been  arrived  at  as  to  how  the  expenses 
for  the  maintenance  of  this  ice-breaker  during  the  winter  season 
are  to  be  covered.  The  harbour  authorities  very  naturally 
object  to  any  charge  being  made  for  keeping  a  channel  open  in  the 
ice,  as  the  port  dues  and  charges  are  already  too  high.  Unless, 
therefore,  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  question  be  arrived  at 
before  the  ice  sets  in,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  this  vessel  will  simply 
remain  idle  throughout  the  winter,  which,  according  to  forecasts,  is 
expected  to  be  a  severe  one.  In  the  event,  however,  of  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  conditions  that  existed  during  the  last  two  winters, 
when  the  Government  ice-breaker  was  constantly  occupied  with 
the  Odessa  mail  steamer,  in  the  execution  of  which  duty  she  was 
obliged  to  neglect  foreign  steamers,  some  of  which  were  in  conse- 
quence ice-bound  in  different  parts  of  the  river  between  the  port 
and  the  sea  from  three  to  20  days  after  having  actually  started  on 
their  voyages,  it  would  be  well  worth  while  for  such  vessels  to 
engage  the  new  ice-breaker  for  a  moderate  sum,  say  not 
exceeding  one  day's  demurrage,  to  take  them  without  loss  of  time 
to  the  open  sea  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Ministry  of  Ways  and 
Communications  will  take  the  matter  into  its  own  hands  in  order 
to  prevent  any  misunderstanding. 

J  6,000  tons  of  Welsh  coal  have  been  imported  this  summer  for  WeUh  ooaL 
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the  Bussian  railways.  For  the  present  no  more  £oi*eigu  coal  will 
be  imported  to  this  port. 

Theodosu. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Rees  reports  as  follows : — 
Harreflt.  xhe  result  of  the  harvest  in  this   Consular  district  is  very 

unsatisfactory. 
Spring  cropa.  Xhe  spring-sowii  crops,  viz.,  barley,  oats,  and  linseed,  owing  to 
the  extreme  drought  and  tropical  heat  in  the  month  of  May 
were  a  complete  failure,  and  in  most  districts  have  only  yielded 
enough  for  seed  and  for  the  farmers'  own  use,  and  in  several 
districts  they  will  be  obliged  to  buy  seed  for  next  year's  sowing. 
Wmter     •  jt  was  at  one  time  feared  that  the  winter  wheat  crop  would 

*  ""*  also  suffer  from  the  drought  and  extreme  heat,  but,  thanks  to  the 

heavy  dews  which  fell  in  May  and  June,  this  crop  turned  out 
good  and  above  the  average,  and  yielded  on  an  average  1,100  lbs. 
to  the  acre. 

It  is  estimated,  however,  that  about  two-thirds  of  the  wheat 
crop  was  greatly  damaged  by  the  continuous  rains  during  the 
time  it  was  being  harvested,  and  spoiled  the  colour  and  reduced 
the  natural  weight  of  the  grain. 
Priced.  Wheat  is  being  sold   at  a  good   remunerative  rate  for  the 

fanners,  although  the  price  is  somewhat  lower  than  that  of  last 
year. 

Owing  to  the  comparatively  high  prices  demanded  by  the 
farmers,  the  export  firms  complain  that  they  have  great  diflSculty 
in  competing  on  the  West  European  markets  with  the  United 
States  and  Canadian  grain,  and  are  obliged  to  sell  ac  a  price 
leaving  a  very  small  margin  of  profit. 

The  bulk  of  the  better  qualities  of  the  Theodosia  winter  wheat 
has  for  many  years  been  exported  to  Switzerland  and  tlie  Bhine 
provinces  of  Germany,  where  it  is  much  prized  by  the  millers  and 
preferred  by  them  to  any  other  kind  of  wheat ;  during  the  last 
two  years,  however,  they  have  been  gradually  buying  less  of 
Theodosia  and  are  using  more  of  American  and  Canadian  wheat, 
specially  Manitoba  winter  wheat,  which  they  are  ^ble  to  procure 
at  a  lower  price,  and  in  place  of  using,  for  mixing,  75  and  80  per 
cent,  of  Theodosia  wheat,  the  scale  has  been  entirely  changed,  and 
they  now  use  a  larger  percentage  of  American  wheat 
Stocks  The  amount  of  grain  on   stock   available    for   export  is  as 

follows : — 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Wheat         

Bariey         

Oats..         

Tons. 
25,000 
1,000 
500 

Linseed 

Total        

300 

26.800 
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There  was  an  abundant  crop  of  hay  of  good  quality.  Hay. 

There   was   a  good  crop   of  all  kinds  of  fruit   of  excellent  Fndt. 
quality ;  the  grape  crop  specially  being  very  abundant. 

More  attention  is  being  paid  every  year  to  the  cultivation  of  Cultivation 
the  vine  and  the  area  of  the  vineyards  increased,  and  it  is  becoming  ?'  ^®® 
an  important  product  of  the  district.  increase  . 

The  valley  of  Otous,  situated  some  15  miles  from  this  port, 
alone  produces  about  3,000,000  lbs.  of  table  grapes,  besides  about 
85,000  gallons  of  wine  annually. 

The  greater  part  of  the  table  grapes  have  been  bought  up  and 
forwarded  to  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow  at  an  average  price  of 
about  48.  per  pood  (36  lbs.). 

In  consequence  of  the  inferior  harvest,  the  reduction  of  the  gaiee  of 
import  duty  on  agricultural  machinery  did  not  have  the  effect  of  agricultural 
increasing  the  sales  of  same  as  had  been  anticipated.  machinery. 

During  the  spring  large  quantities  of  ploughs  were  sold,  and 
the  demand  for  this  implement  is  increasing  each  year. 

Several  sets  of  portable  engines  and  steam  threshing  machines 
were  sold,  chiefly  of  British  make,  and  it  is  expected  that,  should 
the  harvest  next  year  turn  out  good,  the  demand  for  this  kind  of 
machinery  will  increase  as  the  horse-power  threshers  which  have 
been  sold  have  not  given  satisfaction  and  will  in  future  be 
discarded. 

The  export  trade  of  this  port  is  gradually  increasing,  and  it  Exports, 
will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  table  that  the  amount  exported  in 
the  year  1898  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year  by  about  40,000 
tons,  and  that  of  the  year  1896  by  about  79,000  tons. 

The  export  of  cereals  form  the  bulk  of  the  trade  which,  owing 
to  the  partial  failure  of  the  crops  last  season,  did  not  reach  the 
quantity  that  had  been  anticipated. 

There  is  very  little  cause  for  comment  on  the  import  trade  as  Imports, 
it  still  continues  to  be  very  small,  the  chief  item  being  610  tons 
of  machinery  valued  at  51,750Z.  which  was  brought  from  Belgium 
for  the  Briansk  Iron  Works. 

British  steamers  still  hold  the  first  place  in  the  foreign-going  Shipping. 
trade,  and  out  of  a  total  of  143  steamers  which  loaded  here  for 
abroad  78  were  British  with  a  net  registered  tonnage  of  112,696 
tons. 

Of  the  143  steamers,  83  arrived  in  ballast,  58  arrived  from 
other  Russian  ports  to  complete  loading  and  two  arrived  with 
general  cargo. 

The  coasting  trade  between  this  and  other  Black  Sea  and  Azoflf  Ooastinjj 
ports  continues  to  flourish  and  during  the  past  year  1,232  ships  fa«f^<*- 
cleared  and  entered,  which  brought  into  the  port  about  21,000 
tons  of  general  merchandise  and  loaded  for  other  ports  about 
31.000  tons. 

The  stone  warehouses   for  the   storage  of  grain,  to  which  I  Qmiu  stores. 
referred  in  my  last  year's  report,  are  now  being  erected  on  the 
quays,  and  two  of  them  are  expected  to  be  finished  by  next  May. 
Each  of  the  above  wai'ehouses  will  be  capable  of  holding  5,000 
of  grain. 
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Dry  dock.  I  have  been  informed  by  a  good  authority  that  the  Imperial 

Government  are  desirous  that  a  dry  dock  should  be  built  in  one  of 
the  Black  Sea  ports  capable  of  taking  the  largest  steamers  in  the 
Russian  mercantile  marine. 

Theodosia  has  at  present  been  chosen  as  the  most  convenient 
and  central  port,  and  the  site  for  building  the  dock  has  been 
practically  selected. 

I  understand  that  the  Imperial  Government  would  prefer  that 
this  undertaking  should  be  taken  up  by  a  private  firm  or  company 
and  the  concession  would  be  given  to  any  private  firm  that  could 
guarantee  that  the  undertaking  would  be  carried  out. 

Seeing  that  the  only  dry-docks  in  the  whole  of  the  Black  and 
Azoflf  Seas  are  those  at  Sevastopol  belonging  to  the  Imperial 
Navy,  and  are  very  seldom  available  for  steamers  other  than 
those  belonging  to  the  Imperial  Navy,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
it  would  be  a  profitable  undertaking. 

Should  any  British  firm  be  desirous  of  taking  up  the  business 
I  will  do  the  best  in  my  power  to  obtain  all  the  particulars  and 
details  they  may  require. 

Eetpoepect  The  year  1898  in  the  district  of  Theodosia,  taken  as  a  whole, 

was  prosperous,  and  although  the  grain  crops,  which  is  the  chief 
product  of  the  district,  were  below  the  average,  yet,  on  account  of 
the  high  prices  paid  for  grain,  the  farmers  and  landed  proprietors 
realised  more  money  on  their  crops  than  they  had  for  several 
years  previous  when  the  yield  had  been  larger.  The  fruit  crops, 
the  second  important  produce,  also  yielded  good  profits,  so  that 
the  population  generally  are  thriving  and  prosperous. 

Statistics.  I  append  tables  of  shipping  and  exports. 

Return   of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Theodosia  during 
the  Years  1898-97. 


1898. 


1897. 


Articles. 


Wheat   .. 
Barley   .. 
Linseed . . 
Bye 
Oats 

Bapeseed 
Oilcake  . . 

Total 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

141,842 

918,723 

113,800 

830,740 

74,311 

819,616 

63,966 

211,085 

20,400 

148,416 

16,484 

119,980 

6,247 

28,934 

3,260 

11,717 

6,224 

25,776 

15,696 

62,000 

2,232 

13,258 

. . 

•  • 

3,616 

9,572 

•• 

•• 

254,872 

1,464,289 

213,206 

1,285,472 
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Bbturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the   Port  of  Theodosia  during  the 

Year  1898. 

Entkred  and  Cleared. 


1              Sailing. 

Sceam. 

Total. 

KaUunaUly. 

Number  of        -,._  _ 

Number  of        -^ 

Number  of 
Veneli. 

Tom. 

British       

Italian       

Greek        

French      

Aiutro-Hoogarian 
Nonreffian 

Danish      

Dutch        

Tarkiih     19                  960 

78             112.696 

20               20,025 

20               21,250 

12        .       12.685 

6        1         6,115 

A        1         6,575 

1                 1,087 

1                   996 

78 
20 
20 
12 

19 

112,696 

20,025 

21,250 

12.686 

6,115 

6;675 

1,087 

996 

950 

Total      19       '           950 

^^^for  the  year 
preoedinK 

•     148             181,879 
184             186,586 

162 
184 

182,829 
186,586 

Sevastopol. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Cooke  reports  as  follows : — 

A  change  for  the  better  has  taken  place  in  the  prospects  of  Agricultural, 
the  grain  crops  in  the  Taurida  and  neighbouring  governments. 
During  the  first  half  of  July  rain  fell  plentifully  and  although 
in  most  cases  coming  too  late  to  remedy  the  havoc  wrought  by 
the  prolonged  drought  generally  had  a  good  effect,  particularly 
benefiting  pasture,  fruit  and  vegetable  gardens,  potatoes,  maize, 
and  tobacco. 

The  expectation  of  a  failure  of  the  grain  crops  has  unfortu-  Grain, 
nately  been  realised,  although  not  quite  to  the  extent  expected. 
The  winter  wheat  in  some  instances  has  turned  out  even  above  an 
average,  but  the  other  cereals  have  everywhere  given  a  very  poor 
result,  in  many  cases  not  repaying  the  sowing.  The  districts 
most  affected  are  those  of  Dneproflf,  Melitopol  and  Berdiansk, 
but  in  the  two  last-named  the  harvest  has  proved  not  altogether 
so  bad  as  was  anticipated,  particularly  the  winter  wheat ;  the 
spring  cereals  all  through  are  a  failure,  in  many  places  not 
worth  the  reaping,  or  only  fit  for  food  for  cattle. 

The  results  of  the  crop  may  be  summarised  as  follows : — 

As  against  an  average  of  6  :  Eye  5,  winter  wheat  6,  summer 
inrheat  2,  barley  IJ,  oats  1,  millet  ^. 

All  fear  of  a  famine  may  be  said  happily  to  have  been  averted, 
but  no  doubt  the  distress  among  many  of  the  poorer  peasants  will 
be  great,  and  applications  for  assistance  to  the  Government  rural 
council  are  already  numerous.  This  body,  foreseeing,  on  account 
of  the  bad  crops,  a  diminished  income  of  about  300,000  r.,  has 
already  made  arrangements  with  one  of  the  banks  for  a  loan  of 
this  amount. 

In  the  Dneproff  district  the  crops  are  a  total  failure,  and  from 
a  personal  tour  of  inspection  and  enquiry  just  completed  by  the 
(492)  D 
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Fruit. 


Orapes. 
Tobacco. 


Comuieroial. 
Bad  ac-ijounts 
of  foreign 
trade  of 
SoTastopol. 


Probable 
formation  of 
a  new  barbonr 
at  Streletzky 
Bay. 


Some  official 
atati  sties. 


Governor  of  the  Taurida  in  this  distrifj  and  that  of  Melitopol  it 
has  been  elicited  that  the  following  sy.ms  for  the  relief  of  the  dis- 
tressed peasants  in  these  districts  in  the  way  of  seed,  grain  and 
food  for  six  months  will  be  required  : — 

In  the  Dneproff  district,  52(r,0OO  r. ;  m  the  Mehtopot  district, 
386,000  r. 

In  contrast  to  the  grain,  the  fruit  crop  in  the  Crimea  this  year 
is  a  most  abundant  one,  such  as  has  not  been  seen  for  a  number 
of  years,  the  fruit  being  everywhere  most  plentiful  and  of  excellent 
quality.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Bachchi  Serai  alone  the  yield 
is  computed  to  amount  to  1,000,000  poods,  or  about  16,000  tons. 
Prices,  though  lower  than  usual,  are  still  comparatively  high,  and 
no  doubt  both  growers  and  dealers  are  reaping  a  golden  harvest. 

Grapes,  though  not  very  abundant,  are  also  a  good  crop,  and 
the  same  may  be  said  of  tobacco.  The  culture  of  this  plant  in 
the  Crimea  has  this  year  slightly  increased.  Last  year's  yield 
amounted  to  247,000  poods,  or  about  4,000  tons. 

It  would  indeed  be  difl&cult  to  give  a  more  gloomy  and  hopeless 
account  of  the  foreign  trade  in  general — and  the  British  trade 
in  particular — in  this  city.  By  Imperial  Ukase  of  1895  Sevastopol 
is,  from  September  13,  1899,  to  be  a  naval  port  only. 

As  a  consequence,  the  foreign  merchants,  &c,  have  already 
betaken  themselves  to  new  markets,  whilst  the  municipality  now 
finds  itself  in  great  financial  straits. 

A  most  influential  committee— composed  of  high  local  officials 
and  representatives  of  the  Ministries  of  Finance,  of  Ways  and  Com- 
munications, of  the  Army  and  Navy — has,  however,  recently  come 
to  a  very  important  decision,  i,e.,  to  urge  on  the  authorities  at 
St.  Petersburg  the  absolute  and  immediate  necessity  of  fitting 
out  as  a  port  for  the  coasting  trade  the  neighbouring  Streletzky 
Bay,  and  of  at  once  connecting  the  same  with  the  main  line  of 
railway.  The  preliminary  cost  of  the  same  has  been  roughly 
estimated  at  3,500,000  r.,  and  meantime  it  is  expected  that  the 
town  will  be  allowed  to  dispose  of  at  least  a  portion  of  the  present 
quays.  Streletzky  Bay  is  about  2  miles  to  the  west  of  Sevastopol, 
is  deep — from  25  to  35  feet — and  capable  of  great  improvement 
at  a  comparatively  slight  cost,  so  everything  points  to  the  ultimate 
carrying  out  of  the  plans. 

The  official  statistics  for  1898  show  a  still  further  decline 
in  foreign  trade,  particularly  in  exports,  being  470,106  poods 
(to  the  value  of  525,195  r.),  showing  a  decrease  of  2,407,641 
poods,  while  of  imports  there  were  470,126  poods,  being  less 
by  105,429  poods  than  in  1897.  The  J  c.  levied  on  each  pood 
of  wares  exported  realised  but  1,576  r.,  being  less  by  11,826  r. ; 
whilst  the  so-called  anchorage  charges  realised  only  222  r.,  less 
than  in  1897  by  2,341  r. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Batovm  and  District  for  the  Year  1899 
By  Mr.  Consul  Stevens. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  Apnl  28, 1900.) 

In  reviewing  the  trade  of  Batoum  for  the  year  1899,  a  fairly  Introduction, 
satisfactory  conclusion  is  arrived  at  in  so  fa*  as  concerns  the 
volume  of  the  imports  from  and  exports  to  foreign  countries, 
and  although  the  general  business  of  the  Tnins-Caucasus 
during  the  period  above  referred  to  has  not  been  marked 
with  such  progress  as  in  previous  years,  the  more  important 
branches  of  trade  have  nevertheless  decidedly  reached  a  greater 
state  of  prosperity  than  at  any  time  since  the  cession  of  this 
portion  of  the  Caucasus  to  Eussia  about  22  years  ago.  Could 
it  only  be  possible  to  remove  the  uncertainty  that  exists,  there 
can  be  no  shadow  of  doubt  that  the  boundless  resources  of  this 
country,  so  richly  endowed  by  Nature,  might  be  developed 
very  advantageously  both  for  the  capitalist  and  the  population. 
During  the  last  three  or  four  years  good  progress  has  been  made 
in  this  much-needed  direction,  but  I  can  safely  say  that,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  commercial  man,  the  utter  absence  of  trade 
facilities,  the  innumerable  formalities,  and  the  multitude  of  other 
minor  difficulties,  some  of  which  can  only  be  surmounted  by  heavy 
expenses  and  excessive  delays,  render  a  large  number  of  enter- 
prising persons  averse  to  embark  in  pursuits  which,  under  more 
propitious  circumstances,  they  would  only  be  too  glad  to  enter 
upon.  The  above  remarks  particularly  refer  to  the  mining  industry 
of  the  Trans-Caucasus,  the  importance  of  which  to  the  country  and 
its  population  cannot  be  over-estimated,  seeing  that  its  mineral 
wealth  is  practically  unlimited,  copper,  zinc,  iron,  tin,  and  many 
other  metals  being  found  throughout  the  region,  in  most  cases  m 
exceedingly  extensive  deposits. 

Ko  official  statistics  in  regard  to  the  imports  to  and  exports 
from  Batoum  for  the  year  1899  are  obtainable,  and  the  figures  in 
the  tables  hereto  annexed  have  been  obtained  by  me  from  u  private 
source.  I  feel  convinced,  however,  that  they  can  be  perfectly 
relied  upon. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  of  all  nationalities  that  visited  the  iBiupping. 
port  of  Batoum  during  the  year  under  review  was  2,513  of  903,037 
(563)  A  2 
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tons,  and  1,615  of  856,015  tona  cleared.  The  great  difference 
apparent  between  the  numbers  of  the  arrivals  and  departures 
is  accounted  for  by  the  large  number  of  small  craft  under  the 
Turkish  flag  which  maintain  trade  communications  between  the 
many  Turkish  ports  situated  along  the  Anatolian  coast  and  the 
Caucasian  ports  on  this  side  of  the  Black  Sea.  These  vessels, 
after  their  arrival  here  from  a  Turkish  port,  frequently  clear  from 
Batoum  in  ballast  for  Poti  and  other  Eussian  village  ports  along 
the  coast  of  the  Caucasus,  where  they  load  maize,  wood,  and  other 
such  like  cargoes  for  Turkish  ports,  and  as  they  clear  from  Batoum 
for  BuRsian  ports  their  clearances  are  included  among  the  vessels 
of  the  coasting  trade,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  foot-note  on  the 
return  itself. 

The  coasting  trade  for  the  past  year  is  represented  by  the 
following  figures,  viz. : — 


ArriTed  «, 
Departed 


Manganese 
ore. 


Although  I  have  done  my  utmost  to  procure  the  numbers 
of  the  sailing  ships  and  steamers  for  the  past  year  separately, 
all  my  efforts  in  this  direction  have  proved  fruitless.  The  excess 
in  British  shipping  over  the  figures  of  1898  was  18  arrivals 
and  29  departures,  mostly  large  steamers,  and  consequently  re- 
presenting a  considerable  advance  in  tonnage,  when  compared  with 
the  figures  for  the  year  preceding.  These  figures  would  have  been 
still  forther  increased,  if,  for  reasons  to  which  I  shall  refer  later  on, 
a  considerable  number  of  tank  steamers  had  not  been  diverted 
during  the  autumn  from  Batoum  to  Novorossisk  to  load  cargoes 
of  oil. 

Great  activity,  called  forth  by  the  incre&sed  demand  in 
European  and  American  markets,  continued  to  prevail  throughout 
the  past  year  in  the  manganese  ore  trade  of  the  Caucasus,  and  the 
exports  from  Poti  reached  an  unprecedented  record,  which  will  be 
seen  from  the  figures  given  here  below : — 


Quao 

tity. 

1899. 

1898. 

From  Batoum 

From  Poti          

Tons. 

10,040 

352,245 

Tons. 

11,786 

238,460 

Total  to  foreign  countries  •  • 
Shipments  to  BuBsia     •«         •• 

362,285 
54,056 

250,246 
32,070 

G-rand  total 

416,840 

282,316 
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This  industry  and  trade  has  now  assumed  very  large  propor- 
tions, but  apparently  a  still  greater  development  is  likely  to  take 
place  during  the  present  year,  seeing  that  the  demand  for  the  ore 
abroad  is  increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds,  besides  which  Kussia 
is  also  annually  becoming  a  larger  consumer. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  the  large  proportions  which  the 
manganese  trade  has  already  assumed,  the  industry  is  suffering 
much  from  the  want  of  proper  adjustment  in  every  branch  of  ita 
manipulation ;  firstly,  primitive  methods  at  the  mines ;  secondly, 
difficulties  in  the  transport  of  the  ore  from  the  mines  to  the  rail- 
way station  ;  thirdly,  lack  of  rolling  stock  for  the  manganese  ore 
along  the  narrow  gauge  section  of  the  railway  to  the  trunk  line ; 
fourthly,  the  exceedingly  high  rate  of  transport  charged  for  the  ore 
by  the  railway ;  and  again,  loss  of  time  at  the  port  of  Poti ;  all 
stand  as  so  many  barriers  against  the  development  of  the  industry 
and  trade  on  a  properly  organised  and  systematic  basis.  Owing 
to  the  excessive  detention  to  which  vessels  are  almost  invariably 
subjected  at  the  port  of  Poti,  an  attempt  was  made  last  year  by 
some  exportera  to  ship  the  ore  from  Batoum,  regardless  of  the 
extra  freight  that  had  to  be  paid  for  the  conveyance  of  the  ore 
over  a  somewhat  greater  distance  by  rail,  and  the  additional 
charges  at  the  port  of  Batoum.  They  set  about  making  the 
necessary  arrangements  with  this  object  in  view,  obtained  the 
many  necessary  permissions  from  the  authorities,  railway  people* 
and  a  number  of  other ,  persons  of  every  rank  and  descrip- 
tion, secured  for  themselves  plots  of  land  in  the  harbour  to 
serve  them  as  dep6ts,  enclosed  the  plots  with  fences,  floored 
them  with  planking,,  and  at  last  fully  convinced  that  they 
had  got  all  their  arrangements  in  working  order,  one  of  them 
chartered  a  steamer  to  take  the  first  cargo.  The  ore  for  tliis 
particular  cargo  was  brought  down  fairly  regularly  by  the  railway, 
the  ship  waa  loaded  within  the  number  of  days  allowed  by  charter, 
and  away  she  went,  all  concerned  shaking  hands  over  the  success 
which  attended  the  whole  transaction,  and  congratulating  them- 
selves on  the  results  attained  whereby  detention  to  steamers  and 
the  consequent  payment  of  demurrage  could  in -future  be  avoided. 
The  first  steamer  was  followed  by  a  second,  and  the  second  by  a 
third,  but  here  things  did  not  work  quite  so  smoothly,  for  just  as 
the  work  on  board  the  vessel  was  in  full  swing,  a  telegram  was 
received  by  the  railway  authorities  from  the  Russsian  capital 
which  called  forth  the  publication  of  a  notice  in  the  newspapers 
of  the  Caucasus  that  the  transport  of  manganese  ore  to  Batoum 
was  prohibited,  and  that  in  future  the  ore  could  only  be  shipped 
at  Poti.  I  am  not  able  to  say  whether  this  order  emanated  spon- 
taneously from  the  authorities  at  St.  Petersburg,  or  whether  it 
was  the  result  of  representations  made  by  the  shippers  or  by  the 
municipal  authorities  of  the  town  of  Poti,  but  there  it  whs  never- 
theless, and  the  whole  of  the  operations  at  Bacoum  were,  for  the 
time  being,  brought  to  a  complete  standstill.  Telegrams  were 
immediately  sent  by  the  shipper  in  every  direction,  numerous 
persons  were  at  once  dispatched  by  rail  to  make  representations 
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in  every  imaginable  quarter,  and  after  about  30 'days  the  order 
above  spoken  of  was  rescinded,  and  matters  worked  smoothly 
again.  I  only  mention  this  incident  as  an  epcample  of  the 
difl&culties  which  commercial  people  have  to  contend  with,  and 
which  naturally  cause  enterprising  persons  of  every  nationality  to 
approach  all  manner  of  business  in  this  country  with  consider- 
able caution. 

The  scheme  above  referred  to  for  loading  mangjuiese  ore  at 
Batoum  is  now  working  fairly  well,  and  several  vessels  have  been 
dispatched  from  here  with  full  cargoes  during  the  past  few 
months  ;  unfortunately,  however,  the  limited  accommodation,  both 
on  the  quays  for  depots,  and  quay  berths  for  ships,  precludes 
many  would-be  exporters  from  following  the  example  set  them, 
and  prevents  the  scheme  from  being  generally  adopted,  although, 
unmistakably,  a  great  deal  of  precious  time  to  shipping  is 
thereby  saved.  Suppose  there  was  a  possibility  of  overcoming 
the  question  of  accommodation,  I  feel  sure  that  a  large  number 
of  the  vessels  that  now  load  at  Poti  would  be  drawn  away 
to  Batoum,  and  the  limited  accommodation  of  the  former-men- 
tioned harbour  would  thus  be  rendered  less  liable  to  over- 
crowding by  shipping. 

The  expansion  of  the  industry  in  itself  quite  warrants  the 
adoption  of  a  measure  of  this  kind,  and  the  extensive  proportions 
>yhich  the  trade  has  already  reached  justifies  the  use  of  both  ports 
as  points  of  outlet  for  this  ore. 

Imports.  The  table  of  imports  to  Batoum  during  the  past  year,  when 

compared  with  the  figures  for  the  year  which  inmiediately 
preceded  it,  shows  an  increase  as  regards  quantity  and  value,  the 
value  of  the  merchandise  brought  into  the  country  exceeding  that 
of  1898  by  632,360Z.,  or  very  nearly  an  excess  of  75  per  cent 
This  in  itself  is  a  very  large  increase  for  so  short  a  period  of 
time,  and  clearly  demonstrates  the  continued  prosperity  of  trade. 
The  augmentation  referred  to  principally  took  place  in  the 
following  items : — Tin-plates,  timber,  iron,  cast-iron  and  pig-iron, 
tin,  lime,  spelter,  and  lead,  &c.,  &c.,  the  greater  demand  for  which 
was  no  doubt  called  forth  by  the  increased  activity  in  the 
petroleum  export  trada  , 

Exports.  On  referring  to  the  table  of  exports  for  the  year  1899,  it  will 

be  seen  that  the  excess  in  the  quantity  of  articles  exported  over 
the  figures  of  the  year  1898  was  175,330  tons,  represented  by  an 
increased  value  of  about  2,418,934/.,  out  of  which  amount  about 
1,889,693?.  fell  to  the  lot  of  mineral  oil  products  owing  to  the 
enhanced  prices  which  prevailed  abroad  almost  throughout  the 
year  on  commodities  of  this  class.  The  other  articles  of  export 
do  not  show  much  fluctuation  in  either  direction,  and  it  can 
safely  be  said  that  they  practically  remained  stationary. 

Petroleum.  i\,  As  the  petroleum  industry  forms  the  groundwork  of  most 
branches  of  trade  in  the  Caucasus,  I  must  dwell  at  some 
length  on  the  subject,  and  shall,  therefore,  endeavour  to  th© 
best  of  my  ability  to  convey  an  accurate  idea  of  the  immense 
strides  which  this  industry  has  made  within  recent  date,  and 
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tigo  in  regard  to  the  state  of  prosperity  which  it  has  attained. 
Seeing  that  a  very  large  number  of  persons  in  the  British 
Isles  are  now  interested  in  the  petroleum  industry  and  trad^ 
of  the  world,  a  good  many  works  and  periodicals  are  no^, 
being  published  in  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  subject,  sp 
that  it  has  been  made  comparatively  easy  to  obtain  sound  au4 
valuable  information  on  the  principal  points  which  are  moat 
needed  to  those  engaged  in  dealing  with  these  kind  of  products, 
but  I  venture  to  think  that  a  few  words  from  a  person  who  livea 
in  close  pioximity  to  the  places  where  the  oil  is  produced,  and 
who  has  many  opportuoities  of  becoming  acquainted  with  th& 
biisihess,  will  not  be  out  of  place  here. 

At  the  opening  of  the  year  under  review  the  mioaral  oil 
industry  and  trade  of  the  Caucasus,  although  probably  i^ot  in 
that  high  state  of  successful  progress  which  characterised  ite 
subsequent  career  through  the  year,  had  nevertheless  already 
attained  a  more  satisfactory  condition  than  it  had  ever  before 
arrived  at,  and  events  fcom  day  to  day  went  to  piiove  that 
mineral  oil  in  the  varioua  phases  in  which  it  is  now  prppared  had 
become  a  very  important  contribution  to  the  necessities  o£  map, 
without  which,  in  the  present  day,  no  people  could  conveni£|ntly 
get  on. 

From  the  foregoing  remarks,  it  is  evident  that  the  yeeir  opened 
with  the  petroleum  trade  of  Trans-Caucasus  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition; a  subsequent  turn  of  events  went  to  prove  that  a  still 
furthep  enhancement  in  r^ard  to  the  quantities  shipped  from 
Batoum  and  the  advance  in  prices  was  steadily  taking  place,  and 
when  the  year  closed  the  remunerative  natui'e  of  the  trade  had 
reached  the  highest  standard  ever  yet  attained. 

£ight  years  ago  crude  oil  was  selling  at  Baku  for  fsom 
'^  to  4  c.  (|d  to  Id.)  per  pood  of  36  English  lbs.  avoixdupois 
weight,  and  just  before  that  time  the  price  it  fetched  was  so 
insignificant  that  large  quantities  of  the  oil  produced  was  used 
for  watering  the  streets  of  Baku.  Since  then  prices  have  been, 
annually  advancing ;  during  the  year  1899  the  average  pXfice  of 
crude  oil  was  about  14  c.  (3^)  per  pood>  and  for  two  or  three 
months  previous  to  the  closings  of  the-  year  the  raw  material  was 
fetching  the  high  price  of  between  17  and  18  c.  (i^,  to  4^^.)  a 
pood — a  corresponding  rise  in  the  prices  of  otiier  petraleq|n 
product?  of  course  taking  place  as  a  natonl  result  of  the  enhsmce- 
ment  in  the  value  of  crude  oil. 

Some  people  closely  connected  with  the  industry  and.  tiade^ 
go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  greater  state  of  prosperity  that  pre- 
vailed is  attributable  to  the  influx  of  foreign,  and  more  especially 
British,  capital  into  the  industry,  which  has  been  the  means. of 
giving  it  a  fresh  impetus,  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  form  any 
positive  opinion  on  this  point. 

The  immediate  effect  which  the  very  large  increase  in  the 

prioes  of  oil  had  on  the  owners  of  wells  near  Baku  was  to  impel. 

tjiem  to  place  all  the  available  cash  Dhey  had  in  purchasing  fresh 

oil-bearing  lands  and  extending  boring  operatic  ns  in  all  directions,. 
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the  consequence  being  that  towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  verjr 
awkward  financial  crisis  took  place,  which  at  one  period  of  time 
threatened  to  have  exceedingly  serious  issues.  Luckily  for  busi- 
ness people,  however,  some  of  the  banks  came  forwaixl  with 
credits  at  fairly  high  rates  of  interest,  and  thus  enabled  a  largw 
proportion  of  persons  who  found  themselves  desperately  entangled 
in  money  matters  to  tide  over  the  otherwise  certain  calamity 
which  would  have  befallen  them. 

The  purchase  of  additional  land  and  the  increased  activity  in 
Doring  operations  brought  about  a  considerable  augmentation  in 
the  production  of  mineral  oils  of  every  description,  and  the 
copious  demand  for  petroleum  products  abroad  called  forth  a 
greater  strain  on  the  resources  of  the  State  railway,  which  towards 
the  autumn  of  the  year  was  not  able  to  convey  the  immense 
quantities  of  oil  which  had  to  be  transported  from  Baku  to 
Batoum  with  the  limited  rolling  stock  at  its  disposal  Under 
these  circumstances,  exporters  of  oil,  finding  themselves  hard 
pushed  to  execute  contracts  for  the  supply  of  petroleum,  were 
compelled  to  have  resource  to  the  same  measures  which  worked 
so  efficiently  in  the  year  1897,  when  the  inundations  that  took 
place  in  the  Trans-Caucasus  damaged  certain  sections  of  the 
Baku-Batoum  line  to  such  a  considerable  extent,  that  traffic  was 
suspended  for  several  months.  Following  the  example  set  in 
that  year,  Novorossisk  was  again  resorted  to  by  the  exportei-s 
as  a  point  of  outlet  for  petroleum  products  from  Baku,  such  pro- 
ducts being  conveyed  by  tank  steamers  on  the  Caspian  Sea  from 
Baku  to  Petrovsk,  and  thence  by  the  \ladikavkaz  railway,  to 
Novorossisk,  for  despatch  from  that  port  to  foreign  countries. 

Considering  that  according  to  the  latest  information  obtainable, 
the  revenue  of  the  State  railway  for  the  year  1899  was 
21,098,000  r.  (about  2,109,800Z.),  and  the  expenditure  only 
11,127,000  r.  (1,112,700/.),  leaving  a  net  profic'of  nearly  1,000,000/., 
it  is  surprising  that  it  has  not  yet  been  considered  expedient  to 
increase  the  rolling-stock,  especially  as  far  as  concerns  tank-cars. 
Of  course,  it  may  be  argued,  that  the  impending  opening  of  the 
pipe-line  between  Mihailovo  and  Batoum  is  in  itself  a  sufficient 
measure  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  increased  traffic,  but 
people  who  are  well  able  to  judge,  appear  to  hold  views  on  this 
point  which  are  in  direct  opposition  to  those  entertained  by  the 
railway  authorities. 

In  the  present  condition  of  affairs,  therefore,  the  port  of 
Novorossisk  is  likely  to  remain  a  permanent  point  for  the  exit 
from  the  country  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  oils  produced  at 
Baku,  more  especially  as  the  Vladikavkaz  Railway  Company,  which 
is  a  private  enterprise,  shows  a  distinct  inclination  to  afford  all 
manner  of  facilities,  whereas  the  State  railway  authorities  close 
their  ears  to  all  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  removal 
of  the  many  existing  obstacles  and  the  granting  of  facilities,  which, 
after  all,  would  only  serve  to  further  enhance  the  figures  of  its 
already  very  swollen  net  profits.  For  these  same  reasons,  the 
Trans-Caucasian   State  railway  has   already  lost  a  considerable 
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amount  of  the  import  or  through  traffic  to  BakiL  A  large 
quantity  of  merchandise,  machinery,  &c.,  of  foreign  origin,  which 
formerly  found  its  way  through  Batoum  to  Baku,  has  now  been 
diverted  to  Novorossisk,  where  it  is  discharged  and  conveyed 
thence  vi&  Petrovsk  to  Baku. 

The  pipe-line  has  been  a  stumbling  block  both  to  the  State  Pip«-liB«. 
i-ailway  and  to  all  those  engaged  in  the  export  of  petroleum  from 
the  Trans-Caucasus. 

Commenced  some  two  and  a-half  years  ago,  it  was  to  be  com- 
pleted within  a  period  of,  at  first,  nine  months,  which  term  was 
afterwards  prolonged  to  a  year.  Subsequently  diflSculties  arose 
which  necessitated  the  further  postponement  of  the  date  of  its 
completion,  but  at  the  last  moment  it  was  discovered  that  unless 
a  certain  number  of  stop  valves  were  placed  at  intervals  along  the 
line,  the  concern  could  not  be  worked;  this  difficulty  has,  I 
believe,  now  been  overcome.  In  previous  reports  1  have  given  the 
diameter  of  the  pipes  and  particulars  concerning  the  pipe-line 
itself. 

Although  the  total  output  of  crude  oil  by  the  wells  at  Output  of  qU 
Balakhani,  Sabounchi,  Romany,  Bibi-Eibat,  and  the  adjoining  oil 
fields  during  the  year  1899  considerably  exceeded  that  of  any 
previous  year,  which  is  attributable  to  the  sinking  of  a  very 
large  number  of  new  wells,  yet  it  has  to  be  recorded  that  in  the 
majority  of  cases  individual  pumping  wells  did  not,  for  the  period 
under  report,  yield  as  much  oil  as  they  did  before,  and  that 
flowing  wells  were  also  less  frequently  met  with  than  in  previous 
years. 

Most  of  the  English  companies  which  purchased  oil  properties  English 
in  the  vicinity  of  Baku  during  recent  years  are,  I  am  glad  to  say,  «omi»°i««- 
doiug  well,  and  giving  in.  some  cases  excellent  returns  to  their 
shareholders.  The  ditliculties  at  first  experienced  in  obtaining 
the  necessary  permissions  for  registering  the  companies  in  Russia 
were  overcome  during  the  past  year,  principally  through  the 
courtesy  displayed  by  the  Russian  Minister  of  Finance,  and  they 
are  all  now  working  under  the  proper  titles  of  their  respective 
companies. 

The  representations  made  during  the  year  by  the  owners  of .^^^'^  ^^^^ 
•vessels  on  the  Volga,  in  which  they  prayed  tliat  illuminating  oils  export.  ^^ 
exported  to  foreign  countries  might  be  taxed  by  an  excise  duty, 
were,  after  receiving  the  full  consideration  of  the  authorities  at 
St.  Petersburg,  rejected  by  Government. 

Owing  to  the  fall  in  rates  of  freight  for  the  transport  of  oil  l^'uio"  of 
products  between  the  various  ports  on  the  Caspian  Sea  during  the  onThr"^*** 
year  under  review,  brought  about  exclusively  by  the  competition  Caspian  Sea. 
of  tank  and  other  steamers  for  the  conveyance  of  mineral  oils, 
a  large  number  of  shipowners  formed  a  syndicate  with  the  object 
of  preventing  any   further  decline  in  freights.      Unfortunately, 
however,  the  expectations  of  those  owners  who  joined  the  union 
were  not  realised,  and  the  measure  in  question  had  but  little  effect 
on  freights  in  general,  which  remained  low  throughout  the  year, 
the  consequence  being  that  the  totals  of  the  returns  obtained  from 
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shipping  in  1899  were  far  from  being  as  remunerative  as  in  pi-e- 
vioufl  years.  The  steamers  which  were  included  in  this  combina- 
tion, owing  to  their  owners  standing  out  for  higher  freights, 
remained  idle  during  the  best  seasons  of  the  year,  at  the  close  of 
which,  their  disappointed  possessors  were  only  too  glad  that  the 
term  for  the  measure  accepted  by  them  on  the  opening  of  naviga- 
tion, had  expired,  and  that  they  were  once  more  free  to  accept 
freights  at  the  ruling  rates  of  the  market. 
Freight-  on  The  prevailing  low  rates  of  freight  are  all  the  more  extra- 

Cti>piuii  ordinary,  seeing  that  the  carrying  trade  of  the  Caspian    Sea 

advanced  considerably  during  the  past  year,  and  according  to 
figures  which  have  been  published,  the  excess  for  the  year  1899 
over  the  figures  of  1898  was  16,852,202  poods  (271,809  tons) 
which  in  itself  demonstrates  the  extent  of  the  decline  that  took 
place.  The  number  of  voyages  performed  during  the  year  was 
12,482,  or  1,204  less  than  in  1898,  but  in  the  opinion  of  competent 
people  this  deficiency  in  the  number  of  voyages  was  more  than 
made  up  by  the  excessive  overloading  of  vessels. 
Harbours.  Again  in  December  last,  another  Greek    sailing  ship   was 

wrecked  in  the  roads  of  the  port  of  Batoum,  and  about  the  same 
time,  two  British  steamers  met  with  the  same  fate  in  the  roads 
at  Poti.  The  question  of  the  exposed  condition  of  these  two  ports 
has  been  frequently  referred  to  by  me  in  previous  reports,  but  the 
matter  is  of  such  vital  importance  to  shipping  at  large,  that  I  feel 
bound  to  say  that  the  sooner  the  newly  projected  additional  works 
are  put  into  execution  and  completed,  the  sooner  will  those  in- 
adequacies be  removed,  which  render  the  two  harbours  so  unsafe 
for  shipping,  and  in  consequence  of  which,  owners,  shippers,  under- 
writers, and  aU  others  concerned,  suflFer  such  heavy  losses.  The 
prevailing  opinion  among  business  people,  appears  to  be,  that 
should  it  come  within  the  bounds  of  possibility  to  make  a  safe 
harbour  out  of  the  present  port  of  Poti,  ships  will  gladly  accept 
lower  freights  from  thence,  provided  the  causes  of  the  risks, 
dangers,  and  long  detentions  to  which  vessels  are  now  so  fre- 
quently subjected,  are  removed. 
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*  Annex  A. — Eettjen  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Batoum 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


With  Cargoes. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Nafclonalitj. 

Nnmber  of 
Yeesels. 

Tons. 

Nnmber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Britbh      

Bunian    

French      

Qerman     

Anstro-Hungarian 

Dutch       

Italian      

Greek        

Spanish     

•ftrkish     

Belgian     

Other  oonntriee  ... 

21 

74 
66 

4 
56 

8 
28 

7 

141 

88,861 

4,102 
91,991 

6;604 
68,1*20 

5,826 
81,969 

8.698 

2;679 

206 
287 

"1*7 
16 

4 

*67 

5 

1.629 

32 

1 

890,618 
88,406 

28,'876 
18,406 
6,826 

34'.451 

5,076 

28,888 

61,576 

282 

227 

811 

66 

21 

71 

7 

28 

74 

6 

1,670 

82 

1 

482,974 
92.608 
91,991 
28,879 
86,626 
11,661 
81,969 
88.049 
6,076 
81,667 
61,676 
282 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

400 

246,689 

2,118 

666,898 

2,518               908,087 
2,806        1       924,010 

Cleared. 


WithCafgoes. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British      

220 

428,274 

8 

11,280 

228 

489,664 

Russian     

112 

83.264 

54 

16,038 

166 

49,802 

rtench      

72 

97,656 

... 

... 

72 

97,656 

German     

80 

41,891 

... 

■•• 

80 

41,891 

Austro-Hnngarian 

71 

86,625 

... 

71 

86,626 

Dutch       

6 

8.824 

.<• 

... 

6 

8,824 

Italian       

22 

22,168 

••• 

... 

22 

22,168 

Greek        

72 

86,841 

.M 

... 

72 

86,841 

Spanish     

6 

5,076 

... 

... 

6 

^076 

Turkish     

909 

18.268 

... 

•■• 

909 

18,269 

Belgian     

88 

68,224 

... 

.*• 

88 

68,224 

Other  countries  ... 

2 

2,701 

... 

« 

2,701 

.Total      

1,563 

828,697 

62 

27,818 

1,616 

866,016 

„  for  the  year 

preceding     ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2,199 

896,814 

Non.— Out  of  the  number  of  Bussian  and  Turkish  yessels  given  as  having  arrived  from  foreign 
countries,  a  large  proportion  cleared,  during  the  year,  for  Bussian  ports,  and  therefore  have  been 
transferred  to  the  coasting  trade  list.  The  combined  tonnage  of  these  vessels  is,  however,  very 
small,  and  does  not  amount  tu  mure  than  about  2,800  tons. 

The  figures  of  the  arrivals  and  departures  of  vessels  engaged 
in  the  coasting  trade  are  as  follows : — 


Arrived  . 
Departed. 


Number  o£ 
Yesdels. 


2,689 
3,546 


Tons. 


798,809 
932,385 
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Aiinex  B. — Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Bktoum 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Artioles. 

1899. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.  !       Value. 

Petroleom  prodaots. . 

Wool 

Liquorice  root  and  paste    .  • 
liuiganese  ore        •• 
Grain  and  flour       .  •         .  • 
Walnut  and  other  woods   .  • 

Carpets         

Cocoons,  raw  silk,  &o. 
Other  articles 

Tons. 
1,166,165 
2,190 
8,465 
10,040 
1,100 
8.800 
3,200 
1,146 
6,700 

£ 

6,442,400 

181,600 

67,640 

16,600 

8,364 

88,000 

60,000 

879,860 

170,000 

Tons. 

996,160 

1,664 

9,760 

11,786 

7,064 

8,486 

660 

369 

677 

£ 

8,062,713 
99,840 
76,935 
19,828 
18.626 
34,360 
70,620 
68,876 
9,232 

Total     .. 

1,206,786 

6,368,464 

1,031,466  '  3,489,630 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of   Import  to  Batoum  during  the 

Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 


Tin-plates 

Coal  and  coke      ••         •• 

Timber  (boards  and  battens)     . . 

Colonial  goods  and  spices, 
groceries  and  proTisions         • . 

Hudware 

Bricks  and  tiles 

Hydraulic  lime,  cement,  and  fire- 
daj 

Sulphur 

Copper  and  steel,  iron  and  cast- 
iron,  pig-iron 

Tin,  lime,  spelter,  and  lead 

Machinery  •• 

Chemicals,  paints,  and  oils 

Fruit  and  yegetables 

Indigo       • .  •  • 

Cereals  and  flour . . 

Qlass,  china,  and  earthenware  • . 

Other  goods 


Total 


1899. 


Quantity.       Value. 


Tons. 
29,450 
680 
66,600 


6,900 

1,480 
4,821 

7,646 

1,798 

460 


1898. 


£ 
773,000 

2,100 
244,640 


73,200 


17,600 


Quantity. 


87,750  I 

97,100 

45,000 


213 
4,195     I      159,000 


Tons. 
21,204 
802 
28,107 

478 
1,013 
4,630 

732 

4,951 

6,144 
1,459 
485 
736 
414 
144 
101 
141 
764 


112,242       1,499,390 


71,295 


Value. 


£ 
360,468 
1,002 
112,428 

10,994 

69,767 

9,723 

2,196 
16,691 

104,319 
52,524 
31,626 
12,144 
26,910 
43,200 
506 
3,384 
19,850 


867,030 
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Innex  C— Tablb  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Batoum  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


CoantrioB  and  Articles. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1899. 

1898 

1899. 

1898. 

Graat  Britain  and  colonies— 
Kerosene,  &o.    •  •         •  • 
Other  goods 

£ 

1,221,373 
9,821 

£ 

1,231,194 
722,698 

£ 

483,527 
681,610 

£ 
861,700 

£ 

447,618 
43,200 

India — 

Kerosene,  kc 

, , 

France — 

Kerosene,  &o 

Other  goods 

398,914 
106,741 

605,656 

346,078 

232,164 

271,399 
671,104 

293,180 

214,383 

147,979 

178,907 
106,361 

70,000 

122,750 

70,000 

21,000 

•  • 

60,742 
37,161 
72,160 

18,324 

•  • 

Oermany — 

Kerosene,  &o 

Other  goods 

326,667 
18,421 

Anstria-Hongary — 

Kerosene,  &o 

Other  goods 

206,922 
26,232 

Selgium-*— 

Other  goods       •  • 

China  and  Japan — 

Kerosene,  &c 

267,188 
14,211 

Turkey- 
Kerosene,  &o 

Other  goods 

484,669 
60,742 

495,301 
44,100 

444,068 
29,493 

40,000 
244,640 

68,470 

•  • 

Boumania-^ 

Kerosene,  &o 

•  • 

Holland  and  colonies — 
Kerosene,  &c 

•  • 

140,430 

16,868 

•  • 

112,428 

Suez  Canals- 
Kerosene,  ke 

,, 

830,681 

424,791 

, , 

•  • 

United  States  of  America- 
Other  goods 

•  • 

184,240 

180,738 

•  • 

•  • 

Other  coontries — 

Kerosene,  &o«    •  •         •  • 

a« 

684,430 

388,740 

69,300 

7,037 

Total       .. 

•• 

6,368,464 

3,489,530 

1,499,390 

867,080 

•  For  "  Orders." 
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Betuan  showing  Depth  of  all  Producing  Wells  on 
December  31, 1899. 


Depth. 

Balakhaaj. 

SabonneW. 

Romany. 

Blhi-Iibat. 

Binagadl. 

Total. 

Under  350  feet    .. 

6 

7 

3 

16 

Ttom  350  to   526CB«t... 

43 

10 

1 

... 

1 

86 

525        700   „    ^ 

146 

32 

1 

•M 

180 

700         840   „    ... 

168 

62 

5 

... 

228 

840         960         ... 

96 

84 

3 

1 

187 

980      1,190   „    ... 

34 

128 

19 

... 

186 

1,190      1,400    „    ... 

7 

51 

43 

12 

... 

113 

1.400      1,610   „    ... 

6 

41 

33 

16 

... 

96 

1,610      1,750   „    .. 

... 

4 

14 

15 

33 

TotiJ      ...        ... 

496 

419 

119 

w 

5 

1,093 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Aggregate  depth  of  aU 

prododng  welle 

366,464 

395,268 

159,600 

75,670 

2,058 

1  999,061 

Avenge  depth     ... 

735 

938 

1,130 

1,400 

413 

1          910 

1 

Annex  F. — Ebtuen  showing  Total  Gross  Production  of  Crude  Oil 
of  the  Baku  Fields  for  the  Years  1899-98.    (In  Barrels.) 


DiBtTiCt 

Pumpliig  WeUs. 

FlowiDg  Wella. 

Total. 

1889. 

1898. 

1899. 

1886. 

1899. 

1898. 

Saboimchi 

Bomanj    

Blbi-Eibat 

Binagadi 

11,484,415 
19,502,228 
7,491,978 
6,975,980 
16,338 

10,425,379 
16,283,127 
6,910,669 
8,662,878 

1,000 
3,573,500 
2,366,200 
2,108,100 

144.000 
2,086,800 
3,144,200 
5,989,800 

11,485,415 

23,075,728 

9,858,178 

8,084,080 

16,388 

10,569,379 
18,319,927 
10,054,869 
9,652,678 

Total  ...       ... 

44,470,939 

37,282,053 

8,048,800 

11,314,800 

52,519,739 

48,596,853 

Return  showing  Total  Exports  of  Naphtha  Products  from  Baku 
during  the  Years  1899-98.     (In  Barrels.) 


ByBaU. 

By  the  Caapian.                         Total. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

niamiDating  oils ... 
Labricatiiig  oUs  ... 
other  produca    ... 
Be8kloam(ABtatki) 
Grade 

6,676,444 

934,000 

9,600 

425,800 

1,005,410 

6,713,777 

778,300 

9,500 

532,700 

980,200 

4,786,900 

836,666 

113,400 

24,059,800 

13,886,000 

3,802,000 

263,800 

135,500 

23,703,400 

3,409,000 

11,463,344 

1,270.666 

128,000 

24,485,600 

14,891,410 

10,515,777 

1,042,100 

145  000 

24,236,100 
4,889,200 

Total  ...       ... 

9,051.254 

9,014,477 

43,182,766 

31,313,700 

52,234,020 

40,328,177 

(563) 
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Return  showing  Total  Stocks  of  Crude  Oil  and  Naphtha  Products 
at  Wells  and  in  Baku  on  December  31, 1899. 


Froduoto. 


At  wells— 

Grade 
In  Baka— 

C-iide 

Iliurninating  oils 

Lubricating         • . 

Besiduum  (Astatki) 

Total 


Qnantitj. 


Barrels. 

715,106 

8.968,682 

2,067,778 

200,211 

8,790,834 


10,722,658 


NOVOBOSSISK. 


Exports. 


Stocks. 


FreigliU. 


Municipal 
arrangements 


Coment 
produce. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Sterne  reports  as  follows : — 

The  chief  increase  in  the  exports  is  due  to  the  mineral  oil 
trade,  which  accounts  for  146,601  tons.  Other  articles  showing 
increase  as  against  last  year  are  linseed  (increase  23,000  tons  or 
62  per  cent.),  barley  (increase  69,000  tons  or  146  per  cent.),  cement 
(increase  34,700  tons  or  nearly  300  per  cent.).  The  chief  decrease 
is  in  wheat,  which  shows  a  falling-off  of  72,000  tons  or  50  per 
cent.,  the  reason  being  that  prices  abroad  ruled  far  lower  than 
those  obtainable  in  the  interior  of  Russia  and  Persia.  Notwith- 
standing my  last  year's  forecast,  there  was,  as  above  explained,  an 
enormous  increase  in  the  export  of  linseed  as  against  that  of 
1898,  the  reason  being  that  prices  for  this  seed  abroad  ruled 
so  high  that  it  paid  better  to  ship  than  to  crush  for  home  con- 
sumption, oilmill-owners  contenting  themselves  almost  exclusively 
with  sunflower  seed  for  crushing  purposes.  The  oilcake  export 
shows  an  increase  of  nearly  100  per  cent.,  by  far  the  greater 
quantity  being  sunflower  seed-cake,  which  was  chiefly  shipped  to 
Danish  ports. 

On  December  31  last  there  were  some  68,443  tons  of  grain  and 
seed  available  for  shipment. 

The  highest  freight  secured  from  this  port  was  18«.  per  unit, 
the  lowest  being  7s.  6d.,  whilst  for  the  Far  East  35«.  waa  obtained 
(for  cement). 

The  town  is  growing  perceptibly,  although  up  to  the  present 
time  no  measures  have  been  taken  to  ameliorate  its  sanitary 
conditions ;  a  system  of  sewerage  and  an  adequate  supply  of 
water  are  still  wanting.  The  installation  of  the  electric  light  and 
tramway,  mentioned  in  my  last  year's  report,  has  not  as  yet  been 
commenced,  although  I  am  given  to  underatand  that  the  contract 
was  signed  some  time  ago. 

The  total  quantity  of  cement  produced  during  last  year  by  the 
three  Novorossisk  factories  was  approximately  158,064  tons,  of 
which  46,846  tons  were  shipped  to  the  Far  East. 
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During  the  yeai*  1899, 27,618  tons  of  imports,  consisting  chiefly  imports 
of  machinery,  firebricks,  &c.,  were  cleared  through  this  custom- 
house, the  duty  paid  on   these  articles   being   128,421Z.     The 
decrease  in  the  duty  as  against  that  of  last  year  \t8LS  due  to  the 
new  law  admitting  agricidtural  machinery  free. 

Altogether  1,628  passenger  and  cargo  steamers,  &c.,  belonging  Coasting 
to  the  Steam  Navigation  and  Trading  Company,  the  Russian  *^'*^®* 
Transport  Company,  the  Azofif  Company  and  othelr  firms  entered 
from  and  cleared  for  other  Black  Sea,  and  Azoff  ports,  bringing 
30,176  tons  and  taking  hence  152,027  tons  of  general  cargo 
consisting  of  mineral  fuel,  refined  oU,  firewood,  &c.,  and  5,353 
head  of  cattle. 

As  foreshadowed  in  my  last  report,  a  comparatively  lafge  ^p'®^^®  •'^^ 
quantity  of  Baku  mineral  oil  was  shipped  hence  ioi  abroad  during  J^e 
the  year  1899,  the  principal  articles  being  refined  oil  (113,416  tons) 
nearly  the  whole  of  which  was  consigned  to  Great  Britain,  India, 
Cliiua,  and  Japan.  The  residues  and  solar  oil  shipped  were,  with 
one  exception,  consigned  to  England,  whilst  the  distillate  found  a 
market  in  France.  There  appears  to  be  every  probability  that  the 
mineral  oil  trade  vik  Novorossisk  will  increase  yearly,  even  when 
the  Mihailovo-Batoum  pipe-line  becomes  an  accomplished  fact,  as  ^ 

the  accommodation  and  facilities  offered  by  the  Vladikavkaz 
Eailway  Company  are  very  considerable,  although  exporters 
complain  of  the  paucity  of  tank-cars. 

Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Novorossisk 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


1               Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Kationaltty. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons  Net. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons  Net. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons  Net. 

British      

... 

... 

166 

245,641 

166 

245,641 

Bnssian     ... 

... 

1,628 

unknown 

1,628 

unknown 

French      

... 

48 

66,028 

48 

66,028 

Oennan     

... 

... 

28 

36,269 

28 

35,269 

Greek        

i 

1,505 

28 

26,683 

83 

28,188 

ItaUan      

... 

12 

16,814 

12 

16,814 

Aiutro-Hongarian 

... 

... 

8 

12,096 

8 

12,096 

Norwegian 

... 

4 

5,499 

4 

5,499 

Danish      

... 

... 

2 

1,995 

2 

1,995 

Batch        

... 

... 

2 

2,706 

2 

2,7CC 

Belgian     

Turkish    : 

1*6 

"is? 

1 
1 

1,658 
1,264 

1 
17 

1,558 
l,7Sl 

Total      

21 

2,042 

1,928 

415,543 

1,949 

417,58:. 

„  for  the  year 

preceding     ... 

7         1 

620 

1,744 

266,085 

1.751               26e,70.'. 

1 

(563) 
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Cleaked. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationAlity. 

Number  of 

Yeiaels. 

Tona  Net. 

Number  of 
Yeaela. 

Torn  Net. 

TTflflaAla      '   ^'^'^  Net. 

BritiMh      

Buanan     

nnendi      

German     

Qrmik 

Italian      !!!       Z 

Auatro-Hunguian 

Norwegian 

Danish      

Dutch        

Belgian     

Tnrkiah     

••• 

1,605 
537 

163 

28 

28 

12 

8 

4 
2 
2 

1 

I 

281,377 

unknown 

66,028 

36,269 

26,683 

16,814 

12,096 

5,499 

1,995 

2,706 

1,658 

1,254 

168 

1,628 

48 

28 

83 

12 

8 

4 

2 

2 

1 

17 

261,377 

unknown 

66.028 

85,269 

26,188 

16,814 

12,096 

5,499 

1996 

2,706 

1,558 

1,791 

Total     

„  for  ihe  year 
preceding     ... 

21                 2,042        ;       1,926               431,279 
7                    620        1        1,741               261,628 

1,946 

1,748 

433,321 
262,148 
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Maize. 


Box  and 
walnut  wood, 


<  Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  Pavoni  reports  as  follows : — 

Exports.  The  principal  articles  of  export  from  this  port  continue  to  be 

maize  and  nianganase  ore.     Owing,  however,  to  the  low  prices 
ruling  in  European  markets  and  to  the   keen  competition  of  the 
United  States,  shipments  of  maize,  except  to  ports  on  the  Anatolian 
Coast,  are  gradually  decreasing. 
Manganeee  During  the  past  year  352,245  tons  of  Caucasian  manganese 

'^*'«'-  ore    were    shipped    to    British    and    other    foreign    ports,    as 

against  262,225  tons  for  the  year  preceding.  The  demand  for  this 
ore  continues  to  increase  considerably,  but  owing  to  the  want  of 
accommodation  for  shipping  in  the  harbour,  and  insuflBcient  rolling 
stock  on  the  narrow  gauge  railway  from  the  mines  to  the  railway 
station  at  Sharopan,  it  is  impossible  to  meet  the  increased  require- 
ments of  the  trade. 

Only  a  very  few  cargoes  of  maize  were  shipped  from  Poti  and 
the  neighbouring  districts  by  steamers  to  European  ports  during 
the  past  year,  and  the  bulk  of  the  trade  in  this  commodity  was 
carried  on,  by  small  Turkish  sailing  craft,  with  ports  situated  along 
the  Anatolian  Coast. 

Fairly  high  prices  were  offered  during  the  year  for  good  clean 
boxwood  and  large  walnut  logs  of  good  shape  and  qusdity,  and 
those  interested  in  the  cutting  of  these  particular  kinds  of  wood, 
would,  in  my  opinion,  do  well  to  pay  certain  attention  to  the 
advantageous  conditions  under  which  this  industiy  and  trade 
can  be  carried  on,  as  there  appears  to  be  plenty  of  margin  for 
profit. 
Harbour.  ^^^  inadequacies  of  the  port  of  Poti  were  again  very  much 

felt  during  the  year  under  review.  It  is  still  very  exposed  to  the 
frequent  north-westerly  to  south-westerly  gales,  and  towards  the 
close  of  the  year  1899  two  British  ships  were  again  driven 
aground,  sustaining  such  considerable  damage  that  they  were 
compelled  to  discharge  their  cargoes  before  undergoing  repairs.  One 
of  these  steamers  after  being  temporarily  patched  up  proceeded 
to  dry  dock  at  Constantinople,  from  which  place,  after  having 
permanent  repairs  executed,  she  returned  to  reload  her  cargo  of 
manganese. 

The  new  harbour  works  were  commenced  at  the  beginning  of 
last  year,  and  during  the  lii^st  six  months  of  the  year  rapid 
progress  was  made  with  the  work,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
this  activity  relaxed  considerably,  and  the  work  did  not  progress 
so  favourably. 
Telephone.  Since  last  year  communication  by  telephone  has  been  introduced 

into  the  town. 
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Bbtubk  of  British  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Poti 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Mumtwrof 
Venela. 

TonaNet. 

Number  of 
Teasels. 

Tons  Net. 

Number  of 
Vessels.    ' 

Tons  Net. 

Britlsti 

•  M 

106 

144,769 

106 

144,7^9 

AoBtro-Hancaiiaii 

•M 

1,966 

1 

1,966 

Belgian     

•  •• 

... 

6,404 

6,40i 

DanUb      ...       ... 

... 

... 

1,202 

1,202 

Datch        

... 

... 

2.JJ89 

2,839 

French      

... 

... 

1,186 

1 

1.136 

«ennan     

... 

... 

1^612 

2 

1,612 

Oieek       

2 

866 

10,240 

11,106 

Italian       

•M 

... 

5^20 

6,620 

Nonroffian 

... 

... 

6,763 

6,763 

Turkish     

92 

2,618 

1,088 

98 

8,666 

Total      

94 

8,484 

i         182 

181,988 

226 

186,472 

„  fortheyear 

preceding     ... 

65 

2,826 

97 

124,640 

162 

127,466 

Cleabed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tone  Net. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons  Net. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons  Net. 

British      ...       ... 

100 

140,428 

100 

140,428 

Anstro-Hnngarian 

... 

... 

1966 

1.966 

Belgian     

a.. 

4,803 

4,808 

Danish      

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Dutch        

••• 

... 

2,839 

1 

2,339 

French      

... 

1,136 

1 

1,186 

German     

... 

«M 

292 

292 

Oreck        

7 

11,160 

617 

11,667 

Italian       

•  M 

6,686 

6,635 

Norwegian 

... 

... 

6,444 

6,444 

Turkish     

196 

4,346 

1,088 

196 

6,384 

Total      

202 

16,496 

118 

164.692 

820 

180,088 

„  for  the  year 

preceding     ... 

66 

2,826 

97 

124,640 

162 

127.466 
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Setubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of  Poti 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Yalae. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Manganese  ore. . 

Maiie 

Walnut  wood  ..         •• 

Boxwood 

Liquorice  root . . 

Tons. 

362,245 

27,530 

280 

102 

808 

£ 

440,305 

82,690 

3,360 

1,326 

6,868 

Tons. 
262,226 

37,032 
24 
97 

£ 

340,892 

114,799 

312 

1,213 

Total     .. 

880,965 

633,489      1     299,378 

467,216 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  Town  of  Poti 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tiles 

Sundries 

Tons. 

494 

60 

£ 

1,300 

300 

Tons. 

£ 

•  • 

Total     .. 

644 

1,600 

•  • 

•• 

LONDON : 
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Labour . 
Land 
Timber. 

Artificial  manurt^s 
Condition  of  winter  sowings  . 
Linen 
Lace  . 
Cotton 
Wool- 
Woollen  manufactures 

Textile  raachinerj  

Kailwaya 

Cement 

Bricks 

Salt    

Sulphur 

Zinc 


Electricity   

Mot-or  cars   ... 

Chemical  works 
Coal 


I 


Iron  and  steel . 


Kates  of  Conversion  for  Foreign  Money,  Weights,  and  Mei 
adopted  in  this  Report. 


11... 

I  cwt. 
1  quart-er 
1  bushel 
1  gaUon 
1  acre 
1  mile 


-   9-40  r. 

3  ponds. 

2-3  korczes  (Polish). 

^  tchetvert. 

I  redro. 
\*Y  dpsiatine. 
li  versts. 
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Report  on  the  Trade,  Commerce,  and  Agriculture  of  Polaiid  and 
Lithuania  for  the  Year  1899 

By  Mr.  Consul-General  Murray  and  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Kimens. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  April  27,  1900.) 

The  wave  of  industrial  and  commercial  prosperity  which  had  latrodmotiaa^ 
lasted  for  some  years  and  attained  its  culminating  point  in  1898 
made  people  think  that  1899  would  be  equally  prosperous ;  the 
year  began  under  very  favourable  auspices — there  was  great 
industrial  activity  with  an  increasing  export  to  the  East  and  an 
abundance  of  money.  This  state  of  things,  however,  did  not  last 
long,  and  in  the  spring  signs  of  a  change  were  beginning  to  be 
noticed ;  people  were  less  willing  to  invest  money  in  industrial 
undertakings,  there  were  fewer  transactions  in  land  and  houses, 
on  the  exchange  shares  either  remained  stationary  or  fell  in  price, 
while  mortgage  bonds  suddenly  began  to  decline.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  the  financial  crisis,  which  went  from  bad  to  worse  till 
November,  when  it  attained  unprecedented  dimensions.  It  is 
evident  that,  in  view  of  the  above,  1899  cannot  be  considered  as  a 
favourable  year  for  the  development  of  industry  and  trade.  There 
was  no  difference  in  the  turnover  and  output  of  the  various 
branches  of  industry  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year, 
but  the  explanation  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  different  works  were 
executing  orders  contracted  either  in  1898  or  in  the  spring  of 
1899,  so  that  the  unfavourable  results  of  the  state  of  things  in 
1899  will  be  noticed  only  in  the  course  of  this  year :  signs  of  this 
are  already  evident.  Besides  a  great  many  reasons  of  a  contra- 
dictory nature  which  are  given  as  an  explanation  of  this  crisis, 
nearly  everyone  admits  that  the  three  principal  causes  are : — 

(1)  The  rapid  development  of  industry. 
.  (2)  The  introduction  of  the  gold  standard. 

(3)  Land  speculation. 

It  is  evident  that  through  the  starting  at  the  same  time  of  a 
large  number  of  companies  considerable  sums  are  locked  up. 
When  a  company  is  started  money  is  spent  on  three  different 
things :  the  purchase  of  land  necessary  for  the  site  of  the  works, 
and  in  case  of  a  metallurgical  company  on  the  beds  of  iron-ore, 
&c. ;  on  the  purchase  of  building  materials  and  machinery,  and  on 
(551)  A  2 
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tlie  wages  of  the  staff  and  workmen.  Of  the  three  abovo 
items  of  expenses  only  those  under  the  second  are  returned  direct 
to  industry,  whereas  in  the  other  two  cases  money  passes  into  the 
hands  of  poorer  people  outside  the  business  world.  If  one  bears 
in  mind  that  the  bulk  of  the  new  works  were  started  in  the 
outlying  districts  of  Russia,  and  that  hundreds  of  millions  of 
roubles  were  spent  in  industry  in  the  course  of  the  last  few  years, 
it  will  be  understood  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  floating  capital 
has  been  locked  up.  and  that  it  will  be  some  time  before  it 
returns  into  circulation. 

The  gold  standard,  with  all  its  advantages  of  a  deeper  nature, 
has  favoured  this  stagnation  of  money.  It  is  an  undeniable 
fact  that  the  Eussian  and  Polish  peasants  are  not  yet  accustomed 
to  the  everyday  use  of  gold  coins  ;  to  them  gold  is  still  a  treasure, 
and  is  treated  accordingly — buried  in  the  ground. 

The  third  reason  is  the  speculation  in  land  and  houses,  which 
attained  unprecedented  dimensions  resulting  in  a  general  building 
crisis ;  land  rapidly  went  up  in  price  not  only  in  the  centre  of  the 
town  but  in  outlying  streets  and  suburbs,  where  such  a  rise  is 
quite  inexplicable  in  view  of  the  fact  that  one  is  not  allowed  to 
build  brickwork  houses  in  the  suburbs  on  account  of  the  forts 
which  surround  the  town.  Encouraged  by  this  rise  contractors 
began  building  houses  with  not  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  money 
necessary,  expecting  to  sell  the  houses — half  finished — ^at  a  great 
profit.  When  the  difficulties  of  the  money  market  began,  bills 
were  dishonoured,  contractors  could  not  meet  their  obligations  and 
a  general  fall  in  prices  set  in. 

In  other  parts  of  Eussia  the  difficulties  of  the  money  market 
were  just  as  great,  payments  became  irregular,  bills  were  refused 
or  their  term  prolonged,  resulting  in  a  9  to  10  months'  credit ; 
this  greatly  affected  the  Vistula  province,  as  its  industry  depends  in 
the  first  place  on  the  exports  to  Eussia  proper ;  the  number  of 
orders  sent  decreased  considerably  in  all  branches,  especially  in  the 
textiles,  so  that  grave  fears  are  entertained  as  to  the  near  future 
of  this  trade. 

Notwithstanding  financial  difficulties  the  industrial  development 
of  the  country  continued,  a  list  of  the  most  important  new 
companies  started  during  1899  is  given  in  another  part  of  this 
report.  A  striking  feature  of  the  local  industry  is  a  complete 
absence  of  initiative,  so  that  various  branches  are  completely 
neglected  and  in  others  there  is  an  overproduction.  If  a  new 
branch  of  industry  is  to  be  started  there  is  the  greatest  difficulty 
in  finding  the  money;  granted  that  the  share  capital  has  been 
Bubscribed,  and  that  the  company  after  a  few  years  begins  bo  pay 
a  high  dividend,  as  it  must  if  it  is  properly  managed,  on  account 
of  the  high  duty  on  imports  and  of  its  having  a  practical  monopoly, 
there  will  be  a  regular  craze  to  start  similar  works.  People  do 
not  enter  into  the  question  whether  the  consumption  is  big  enough 
to  admit  of  an  augmentation  in  the  production  of  the  article  in 
question,  their  one  argument  seems  to  be:  if  such  works  pay 
20  per  cent,  why  should  not  mine  do  the  same.      A  striking 
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instance  may  be  found  in  the  cement  industry ;  until  1892  there 
existed  in  this  district  only  two  works,  with  a  production  of  about 
500,000  barrels ;  when  it  was  proposed  in  1893  to  start  new  works 
I  remember  that  unheard  of  difficulties  had  to  be  overcome  in 
order  to  find  the  necessary  capital.  In  1896  the  same  company 
paid  a  dividend  of  20  per  cent.,  and  in  the  following  two  years 
five  new  companies  were  started,  bringing  the  total  production  to 
1,600,000  barrels  whilst  the  consumption  is  not  more  than 
1,000,000  barrels,  so  that  nearly  all  the  works  are  now  obliged  to 
reduce  their  production,  and  those  which  have  large  stocks  will 
probably  stop  working  during  the  latter  part  of  this  year.  Similar 
examples  are  to  be  found  in  the  chemical  and  in  some  branches  of 
the  metallurgical  industry. 

The  decision  whether  a  new  branch  of  industry  has  chances  of 
success  must  come  from  people  who  know  the  country  from  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  in  other  words  foreigners  should  work 
with  Russians  and  Poles.  A  company  started  on  these  lines 
would,  I  think,  work  better  than  a  purely  foreign  or  a  purely  local 
company.  The  alterations  which  have  of  late  been  introduced 
into  the  company  laws  enable  foreigners  to  hold  as  large  a  pro- 
portion of  the  capital  as  they  please,  and  provision  is  also  made 
for  foreigners  to  be  on  the  board  of  directors.  In  this  direction 
lies  the  real  opening  for  British  enterprise  and  capital. 

The  frequent  enquiries  as  to  recovery  of  debts  which  were  Credit  of 
received  at  this  Consulate-General  during  1899  confirm  the  fact,  P"""**®  ^™^ 
mentioned  in  last  year's  report,  that  British  firms  are  not  careful 
enough  in  granting  credit  in  Russia. 

The  new  regulations  relating  to  commercial  travellers,  which  OommerciAl 
seriously  interfere  with  the  import  of  foreign  goods,  have  been  traTdlew. 
applied  with  great  vigour.  The  tax  is  500  r.,  but  in  reality  it 
amounts  to  about  50  per  cent,  more,  in  view  of  the  additional 
taxes  levied  in  favour  of  municipalities.  Samples  cannot  be 
cleared  at  the  custom-house  before  the  payment  of  the  tax,  it  is 
therefore  advisable  to  pay  it  at  the  frontier  station. 

A  measure  which  is  likely  to  facilitate  commercial  relations  is  Metric 
the  introduction  of  the  metric  system  of  measures  and  weights.  Bystem. 
Tenders  for  Government  contracts  may  henceforth  be  quoted  both 
in  the  Russian  and  metric  systems. 

The  greater  attention  paid  to  commercial  education  during  the  Education. 
last  years  continued  in  1899,  some  new  commercial  ^nd  technical 
schools  having  been  started.  The  programme  of  the  Polytechnic 
has  been  extended  by  the  addition  of  a  mining  department. 
40  new  elementary  schools  were  started  in  1899,  and  27  more 
will  be  opened  in  the  course  of  this  year. 

Last  year  was  very  imfavourable  for  all  branches  of  industry  Financial 
and  commerce  in  this  Consular  district.  The  rapid  growth  of  the  summary, 
population  of  towns  in  Poland,  especially  Warsaw  and  Lodz,  led 
to  a  considerable  rise  in  the  prices  of  land  and  houses,  both  buyers 
and  sellers  being  encouraged  to  raise  prices  in  an  unpi-ecedented 
manner,  on  account  of  the  increase  in  rent  which  had  taken  place 
from  term  to   term.    Houses  and  land  became  the  subject  of 
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speculation^  and  transactions  were  carried  out  on  credit,  which  in 
1898  and  at  the  beginning  of  1899,  owing  to  the  abundance  of 
money,  was  easily  obtained.  When  in  the  spring  of  1899  money 
became  dearer,  the  unhealthy  state  of  the  building  trade  was 
soon  demonstrated.  Money  could  not  be  obtained  to  meet  obliga- 
tions, bills  were  either  refused  by  bankers  or  could  not  be  prolonged, 
so  that  after  a  very  short  lapse  of  time  a  great  many  contractors 
found  themselves  hopelessly  involved.  This  was  the  beginning  of 
the  financial  crisis,  and  it  directly  affected  the  brick  and  cement 
industry.  This  was  the  time  when  the  great  difficulties  of  the 
European  money  market  began,  and,  as  Warsaw  depends  entirely 
on  Berlin  and  St.  Petersburg,  it  naturally  affected  the  local 
market ;  not  only  did  discount  go  up  at  one  time  to  12  per  cent, 
but  money  was  refused  by  banks  to  private  firms  of  the  very  best 
standing,  as  well  as  to  joint  stock  companies,  not,  to  mention  small 
firms,  who  could  not  discount  their  bills  anywiiere  and  were  there- 
fore unable  to  find  the  neces:>i<ry  working  capital.  This  state  of 
things  gradually  affected  all  branches  of  industry,  attention  is 
drawn  to  it  in  each  separate  article  of  tliis  report. 

The  fall  in  the  prices  of  shares  was  very  considerable — some 
of  the  bank  shares  fell  20  per  cent. ;  shares  of  ironworks,  25  per 
cent,  and  more,  in  one  case  100  per  cent. 

In  the  autumn  the  State  Bank  proposed  various  measures  to 
prevent  a  general  breakdown  of  credit,  and  moi^e  leniency  was 
shown  by  the  Bank  in  the  acceptance  of  bills ;  industrial  com- 
panies received  subsidies  from  the  Government. 

The  scarcity  of  gold,  which  a  few  years  ago  became  the  Russian 
standard  currency,  was  caused,  according  to  local  financiers,  by  the 
Spanish-American  war,  the  events  in  South  Africa,  the  proposed 
introduction  of  the  gold  standard  in  1900  in  Austria,  and  the 
withdrawal  of  large  sums  of  money  from  local  banks  by  Germany, 
where,  on  account  of  the  increase  in  the  rate  of  discount,  bankers 
were  obliged  to  have  large  sums  of  money  at  their  disposaL 
Private  mortgages  were  not  obtainable  at  less  than  8  per  cent.,  as 
against  5|  to  6  per  cent.,  so  that  all  4  to  5  per  cent.  Government 
and  other  securities  fell  considerably,  in  many  cases  as  much  as 
8  per  cent. 

At  the  close  of  1899  things  did  not  look  brighter,  and  hopes 
for  an  improvement  were  very  faint;  so  far,  things  have  but 
slightly  improved,  and  it  is  generally  admitted  that  it  will  take  a 
long  time,  perhaps  some  years,  before  the  money  market  returns  to 
its  normal  state. 
InduBtarial  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  it  was  expected  that  1899  would 

«^*™™"7-  be  as  prosperous  as  1898.  As  above  stated,  the  tightness  of  the 
money  market  affected  industry  very  much,  buyers  limiting  their 
orders  and  demanding  longer  credits.  Cotton  and  wool  got  dearer, 
whereas  ready  made  goods  became  even  cheaper,  so  that  many 
mills  in  Lodz  had  to  diminish  the  number  of  hands  employed  and 
work  shorter  hours.  To  this  must  be  added  the  coal  famine,  which 
produced  a  rise  in  the  price  of  coal  of  about  50  per  cent,  as 
compared  with  1898. 
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The  list  given  hereafter  of  new  joint  stock  companies  started 
in  1899  may  seem  to  contradict  the  above,  but  it  is  to  be  noted 
that  the  capital  of  the  companies  was  raised  either  in  1898  or  in 
the  first  quarter  of  1899,  at  a  time  when  moi^ey  was  obtainable 
and  confidence  in  industry  had  not  been  shaken. 

The  following  list  comprises  the  most  important  new  joint  Joint-stook 
stock  companies  started  within  the  last  12  months  in  this  Consular  oompwiiefc 
district : — 


Name  of  Company. 

Share 
Capital. 

Number  of 
Shares. 

Price  per 
Share. 

Boublos. 

Roubles. 

Cloth  factory,  Lodz,  W.  Drozdowski. . 

600,000 

2,400 

250 

Cotton  mills,  Wlodowiee 

750,000 

8,000 

250 

Pencil  factories,  S.  Majewski  and  Co. 

320,000 

1,280 

250 

Warsaw  furniture  factory 

250,000 

1,000 

250 

Ironworks,  Suchedniow          .  • 

300,000 

1,200 

250 

Chemical  works,  Strzemieszyoe 

500.000 

2,000 

250 

Warsaw  Philharmonic  Society 
Brewery,  Haberbusch  and  Schiele    . . 

500,000 

2,000 

250 

1,500,000 

1,500 

1,000 

Czenstochowa  IVletallurgical  Company 

400,000 

,, 

,, 

Ironworks,  Mijaczow  .. 

860,000 

.  • 

•  • 

Metallurgical      Company,       Conrad 

Jarnuszkiewicz         

760,000 

.. 

•  • 

Chemical  works,  Bendziny     . .          . . 

600,000 

2,400 

250 

Nail  factory,  Belgian  capitalists 

, , 

•  • 

Lace  factory,  Feinkind 

2,000,000 

•  • 

, , 

£]ectro-plate  factory 

1,600,000 

. . 

,, 

Lamp  factoiy 

750,000 

8,000 

250 

CKemifal  factory,  Welt 

250,000 

•  • 

.. 

Cigar  factory 

250,000 

,, 

,, 

Textile  machinery  factory 

600,000 

2,400 

250 

Artificial  manure  factory 
Cotton  mills,  Kohn,  Lodz 

180,000 

•  • 

, , 

2,500,000 

5,000 

500 

Match  factory,  Blyskawica     . . 

300,000 

1,200 

250 

Tile  factory,  Pustelnik 

400,000 

.. 

•  • 

Snburbau  iiailway  Company . . 

.    1,000,000 

.. 

• . 

Chemical  works,  "  Slrem  "      . . 

600,000 

2,400 

250 

Cement  works.  Kielce 

500,000 

,, 

• « 

„             Opoczno 

800,000 

•  • 

.. 

,             WrzoBOwa 

800,000 

•  • 

•  • 

The  Terracotta  Company  "  Dziewulski  and  Lange  "  augmented 
its  capital  by  400,000  r.  Besides  these  a  Belgian  shoe  factory 
tod  a  chemical  factory,  "  Grodzisk/'  for  the  manufacture  of  alka- 
loids, were  started,  particulars  of  which  are  not  obtainable  as  yet 
The  iron  foundiy  "  Blizyn  "  augmented  its  capital  by  1,200,000  r. 

Besides  the  supply  of  raw  material  there  are  three  ways  by  Import  trade, 
which  foreigners  can  derive  profit  from  supplying  Eussia :  by  the 
dale  of  ready-made  goods ;  by  the  supply  of  the  machinery  to 
make  the  goods,  and  by  making  the  goods  in  the  country  for 
sale. 

The  tendency  of  Bussiau  legislation  is  to  make  the  country  self- 
supporting  so  soon  as  possible,  to  which  end  heavy  duties  are  crushing 
the  importation  of  ready-made  goods,  and,  with  the  development  of 
manufacture,  it  will  soon  be  only  possible  to  import  articles  not 
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manufactured  in  Russia  and  raw  material  not  to  be  found  in 
tiie  country.  The  supply  of  machinery  to  make  the  goods 
cannot  be  avoided,  as,  if  one  nation  will  not  do  so,  another  will 
The  surest  and  most  profitable  course  is  the  establishment  of 
factories  in  Russia,  which  meet^B  with  encouragement,  for  the 
present,  from  the  Russian  uovernuient,  who  consider  it  more 
advantageous  that  only  a  part  of  the  profits  of  the  undertaking 
should  go  out  of  the  country,  the  turnover,  wages,  &c.,  remaining 
in  it 

In  the  importation  of  ready-made  articles  the  United  Kingdom 
is  being  steadily  cut  out  by  other  countries,  especially  by  Germany, 
which  obtains  the  practical  monopoly  of  the  supply  of  one  branch 
of  trade  after  another.  In  no  one  line  is  the  United  Kingdom 
holding  her  own,  much  less  taking  her  share  in  the  increase  of 
business  caused  by  the  development  of  the  country.  Xeither  do 
British  capitalists  or  manufacturei-s  seem  ready,  as  other  foreigners, 
to  establish  themselves  in  the  countiy. 

The  unbroken  failure  of  British  mercliauts  to  compete  with 
other  countries  in  the  supply  of  the  Kussif^n  market  may  be  put 
down  to  two  causes — ignorance  ami  obstinacy :  ignorance  of  the 
present  state  of  the  Russian  Empire— very  different  from  what  it 
was  some  50  or  even  20  years  ago — an  ignorance  also  of  the 
strength  and  diligence  of  their  foreign  competitors,  which  leads 
them  to  think  the  market  can  be  neglected  as  it  is  bound  to  come 
to  them,  and  also  of  the  safeguards  for  the  recovery  of  debts  here, 
and  an  obstinacy  which  prevents  them  from  changing  their  set 
pattern  of  manufacture  and  their  way  of  doing  business  to  suit 
their  customers. 

It  may  be  that  I  am  wrong,  but  all  British  business  men 
here  share  my  opinion  that  the  first  requisite  for  British  busi- 
ness men  wlio  wish  to  obtain  a  share  of  the  large  and  profit- 
able trade  of  Russia  is  to  study  the  country  and  its  ways  of 
doing  business  and  to  try  to  accommodate  themselves  to  its  wants. 
Otherwise  Germany  will  soon  have  usurped  the  whole  of  the 
Russian  markets.  The  use  of  the  Russian  language  and  Russian 
money,  weights  and  measures  has  been  too  often  insisted  on 
to  need  repetition.  Surely  it  is  the  part  of  the  seller  to  ac- 
commodate himself  to  the  buyer.  Foreign  firms  usually 
quote  a  price  in  roubles  at  the  town  where  the  order  is  given ; 
Sritish  firms  almost  invariably  do  so  in  £.  &  d  in  the  United 
Elingdom. 

The  lines  in  which  the  strongest  competition  is  to  be  ex- 
pected are  cognac,  belting,  lubricants,  wines,  and  technical  articles. 
OomniAroud  ^  fear  it  is  useless  to  hope  that  British  commercial  travellers 

trftT«U0n.  •  will  ever  speak  the  language  of  the  country,  but  in  tliis  part  of 
Russia  they  can  get  on  with  German ;  they  would  do  well  at  all 
events  to  establish  in  every  town  they  visit  a  sound  corresponding 
agent  who  could  keep  them  informed  of  the  local  requirements  in 
their  line,  even  if,  unable  to  take  an  active  part,  he  did  no  more. 
Many  a  capable  man  could  be  found  to  do  that  who  was  not  able 
to  take  an  active  part     The  system  of  carrying  about  goods  for 
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sale  in  the  hotel  where  the  traveller  is  staying,  so  successfully 
initiated  by  a  French  traveller  at  Odessa  last  year,  has  been  taken 
up  by  other  French  and  Grerman  travellers,  who  find,  I  believe, 
the  system  most  successful 

Commercial  travellers  should  note  that  they  are  liable  to  be 
called  upon  to  produce  their  baptismal  certificate  or  other  proof 
that  they  are  not  Jews,  when  they  take  out  a  license  under  the 
new  law. 
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The  export  of  geese  from  Poland  to  Germany  increases  every  Export trad.a* 
year.     Geese  are   brought    by   peasants    to    the   larger    towns,  Q««m. 
especially  Warsaw,  where  wholesale   dealers  buy  them  up  and 
export  them  to  Germany.     The  total  export  last  year  amounted 
to  nearly  3,000,000. 

There  is  a  very  strong  movement  to  introduce  English  furni-  Furniture, 
ture  into  Poland.     The  prohibitive  duty  on  these  goods,  which  is 
6  to  8  r.  per  36  lbs.,  makes  it  quite  impossible  to  import  from 
abroad,  so  that  makers  generally  import  only  models  from  England, 
and  the  furniture  is  made  here. 

The  use  of  hardware  goods  has  become  more  general  during  Hardware, 
the  last  few  years,  especially  glazed  ware.  There  are  some 
manufacturers  of  •this  ware  at  Warsaw,  but  the  majority  is 
imported  from  Germany.  According  to  the  Warsaw  "  Dnievnik," 
no  fewer  than  34  shops  for  the  sale  of  this  article  were  opened  at 
Warsaw  within  the  last  few  months. 

Warsaw  is  an  important  centre  in  "the  Russian  petroleum  Petroleum, 
trade,  firstly,  on  account  of  its  being  the  trade  centre  of  Poland, 
and  secondly,  on  account  of  the  broad  gauge  terminating  at 
Warsaw,  which  necessitates  the  reloading  of  jietroleum  intended 
for  export.  The  reservoirs  of  the  different  companies  here  have  a 
capacity  of  about  400,000  tons. 

1,800,000,000  eggs  were  exported  last  year  from  Eussia.  chiefly  Bgge. 
from  South  Eussia  and  the  Volga  governments.  Poland  partici- 
pates in  the  export  to  a  great  extent ;  for  instance,  three  districts 
of  the  Kalish  government  alone  export  1,200,000  eggs  every  year. 
The  eggs  are  sent  either  by  St.  Petersburg,  Eiga,  and  libau,  or  by 
land  via  the  Vistula  provinces. 

The  rate  of  increase  of  population  of  Poland  during  1899  was  Population, 
the  same  as  in  previous  years.  There  were  no  epidemics  either  in 
Lithuania  or  Poland.  Warsaw  and  Lodz  are  growing  steadily. 
According  to  the  latest  census  there  are  646,000  inhabitants  at 
Warsaw,  and  400,000  at  Lodz.  The  growth  of  Warsaw  continued 
during  1899,  although  less  rapidly  than  in  1898,  The  number  of 
plans  for  new  buildings  submitted  for  approval  to  the  town  Con- 
structive Commission  was  considerably  smaller  than  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  and  a  large  percentage  of  these  houses  were  not  built 
on  account  of  the  crisis  already  mentioned.  Transactions  in 
houses  and  land  ceased  completely,  and  there  was  a  general  fall 
in  prices  of  land.  This  state  of  things  lasted  until  the  beginning 
of  this  year,  and  it  is  only  now  that  the  sale  of  houses  and  land 
has  begun.  The  prices  paid  are  practically  the  same  as  in  1898. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  Lodz.  There  was  over-speculation 
during  1898  and  the  early  part  of  1899,  and  then  a  complete 
standstill  and  a  fall  in  prices. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  workmen  employed 
in  pits  and  factories  in  Poland  : — 
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GoT«nim«nt. 

Number. 

InPito. 

In  FactoriM. 

Total. 

Kaluh 

, , 

8,798 

8,79S 

Kielee 

1,007 

2,569 

8,676 

Lublin 

■  • 

6^9 

6,279 

, . 

1,681 

1,681 

PetTOkofF 

21,240 

99,060 

120,300 

Plook.» 

.. 

2,685 

2,685 

Badom 

7,742 

2,974 

10,716 

BMloe 

•  • 

8,086 

8,086 

Suwalki 

•  • 

U79 
54^022 

1,879 

Wamw 

•• 

54,022 

Tote] 

I 

•         •  • 

29,969 

181,878 

211,867 
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It  will  be  seen  from  tlie  above  table  that  there  was  a  seriou 
outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  July,  August,  and  Septem- 
ber,  the  governments  of  Kalish,  Lublin,  and  Kielce  being  most 
afifected  by  it.  There  was  no  cattle  plague  during  1899. 
Fnblieworkk  The  considerable  falling-off  in  the  number  of  private  houses 
built  in  1899  was  greatly  counterbalanced  by  the  large  number  ot 
public  and  Grovemuieut  i3uildings  started  in  that  year  at  Warsaw 
and  in  other  towns  of  this  district,  the  Polytechnic  College^ 
Market  Halls,  and  Military  College  being  the  most  important.  The 
construction  of  such  buildings  is  generally  given  to  contractors ; 
tenders  are  inviteJ  a  long  time  beforehand,  and  there  is  open 
competition.  Local  firms  are  generally  favoured,  and  it  would,  I 
think,  be  risky  for  a  firm  which  does  not  know  the  country 
from  a  commercial  point  of  view  to  tender  for  a  whole  contract. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  great  mistake  that  British  firms  do  not 
tender  for  special  installations  in  such  buildings,  such  as  electric 
lighting,  central  heating,  lifts,  &c.  In  these,  and  in  competitions 
which  will  be  mentioned  hereafter,  the  number  of  German  firms 
is  always  larger  than  that  of  local  firms,  but  there  is  a  total 
absence  of  British  competitors. 

The  question  of  the  supply  of  electricity  for  lighting  and 
traction  purposes  in  Warsaw  was  decided  last  February.  Eight 
films,  of  Which  three  were  local,  competed,  and  the  concession, 
pending  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  was  granted 
to  a  German  firm,  which  consented  to  a  reduction  of  7  per  cent, 
from  the  sum  fixed  by  the  municipality.  All  streets  are  to  be 
lighted  by  electricity,  the  horse  trams  replaced  by  electric  trams,, 
and  the  mileage  considerably  increased. 

It  was  surprising  not  to  find  a  British  firm  among  those  wha 
tendered   for  this   undertaking,   and  it  is  to   be  all   the  more 
regretted  as  it  is  evident,  without  going  into  figures,  that  the. 
contract  must  be  profitable,  and  likely  to  pay  well  if  a  firm  saw 
its  way  to  make  sucli  a  considerable  reduction. 

Another  German  fiiiii  received  the  concession  for  the  supply  of 
electricity  to  houses  and  factories  at  Lodz. 

A  Belgian  firm  is  endeavouring  at  present  to  obtain  the  con- 
cession for  the  running  of  electric  trams  at  Vilna  instead  of  the 
horse  trams  at  present  in  use. 

The  concession  for  the  Lublin  tramways  has  been  granted  to  a 
German  firm. 
Agrieulture.  Towards  the  end  of  November,  1898,  when  the  latest  official 

statistics  for  the  year  were  published  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  the  general  state  of  winter  sowings  was  higlily 
satisfactory. 

Winter  and  spring,  however,  were  trying.  January,  1899,  was 
unusually  mild,  but  severe  frost  set  in  at  the  beginning  of 
February  and  did  much  harm,  there  being  no  depth  of  snow  to 
protect  the  crops.  Until  winter  ended,  at  the  beginning  of  April, 
the  weather  was  changeable.  Continual  rain  in  April  and  May 
greatly  hindered  spring  sowing,  injured  the  young  corn  in  many 
districts,  especially  in  Poland,  and  made  field  work  absolutely 
impossible. 
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In  June  atmospheric  conditions  slightly  improved,  so  that  the 
fear  of  a  bad  harvest  entertained  in  the  spring  was  diminished, 
'Unfortunately  the  more  favourable  weather  did  not  continue 
towards  the  end  of  June  and  during  the  greater  part  of  July, 
when  warm  weather  was  required  to  ripen  the  harvest. 

The  amount  of  rain  which  fell  during  the  first  half  of  July 
•was  so  great  that  almost  all  rivers  and  streams  overflowed  their 
banks,  and  carried  so  much  mud  and  sediment  on  to  the  surround- 
ing meadow  s  that  the  hay  was  (Juite  spoilt. 

Winter  grains,  especially  wheat,  suffered  considerably  from 
the  wet  just  as  the.y  were  ready  for  harvesting,  but  spring  sowings 
father  profited  therefrom,  though  the  most  forward  were  laid  in 
tnan)'  places  and  spoilt. 

The  cold  and  wet  weather  delayed  the  ripening  of  all  grain,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  liarvest  took  place  a  fortnight  later 
than  usual.  On  the  whole,  however,  the  grain  harvest,  which, 
had  the  weather  in  July  been  better,  would  have  been  one  of  the 
best  on  record,  was  fair  or  even  good  everywhere  in  Poland  except 
in  the  government  of  Eadom.  In  Lithuania  things  were  about 
the  same ;  in  Minsk  the  weather  was  at  tlie  critical  time,  that  is, 
during  the  month  of  July,  quite  as  wet  if  not  wetter  than  in 
Poland,  (hough  warmer;  in  Vilna  the  weather  varied,  in  some 
places  being  too  wet,  in  others  too  dry,  but  nowhere  favourable ; 
in  Kovno  the  crops  suffered  much  from  drought,  and  only  in  the 
province  of  Grodno  was  the  weather  entirely  favourable.  In  the 
end  the  result  of  the  harvest  was  good  in  Grodno,  fair  in  Minsk, 
indifferent  in  Vilna,  and  inferior  in  Kovno. 

To  go  more  into  detail,  the  reports  from  the  different  govern- 
ments were  as  follows  : — 

In  the  government  of  Vilna  the  winter  and  spring  grain  crops 
were  very  variable,  in  many  places  worse  than  last  year.  The 
spring  sowings,  however,  were  slightly  better  than  the  winter 
Bowings.  In  the  Sventian  district  the  winter  grain  was  below  the 
average,  being  even  worse  than  in  1898,  while  spring  grain  was 
in  some  places  average,  in  others  bad,  and  so  was  almost  the  same 
as  the  year  before. 

In  Minsk  government  all  grain  crops  were  about  the  average 
and  nearly  equal  to  the  preceding  harvest.  The  quality  of  the 
grain  was  good. 

In  the  government  of  Grodno  the  crops  were  throughout 
satisfactory,  in  some  places  winter  wheat  being  very  good  indeed; 
the  quality  of  the  other  grain  was  good. 

In  Kovno  the  winter  and  spring  grain  crops  were  m  most 
cases  below  the  average  and  in  some  actually  bad.  Owing  to  the 
drought  the  quantity  of  tlie  yield  was  less  than  in  1898,  and 
the  quality  not  everywhere  good. 

In  the  Warsaw  government  rain  destroyed  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  clover,  hay,  and  rape  crops.  The  harvest  which 
•began  about  July  15,  was  internipted  by  frequent  storms.  In 
many  ])laces  the  potato  crop  perished.  In  general  the  grain  croj) 
was  good. 
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Beetroot. 


In  Kielce  the  winter  sowings,  roots,  and  potatoes  were  satis- 
factory, but  the  hay  was  spoilt  by  rain.  Hail  and  floods  did 
great  damage,  particularly  iu  the  Stopnicky  and  Pinczew  districts. 

In  the  government  of  Piotrokoff  the  rye  and  wheat  crops  were 
generally  ^od,  except  in  the  district  of  Sawa  where  they  were 
only  average.  Oats,  barley,  peas,  and  millet  were  satisfactory, 
potatoes  bad.  Hay  was  harvested  in  good  condition,  but  the 
quantity  was  lees  than  the  year  before.  The  harvesting  was 
hindered  by  the  want  of  hands. 

In  the  Kalisz  government  rain  did  less  damage  than  in  other 
governments  of  this  district.  On  the  whole  the  year  was  a  good 
one.  The  harvest  began  between  July  15  and  July  20,  but  pro- 
gressed slowly  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  hand&  The  rye  crop  was 
excellent,  wheat  good,  oats,  barley,  and  peas,  average,  potatoes 
satisfactory.    The  fruit  crops  were  bad. 

In  Siedlce  the  rains  did  enormous  dami^e  to  the  hay  harvest, 
spoilt  the  potatoes,  and,  to  some  extent,  the  com,  especially  in 
low  lying  places.      In  general,  however,  the  hay  harvest  was  good. 

In  Kadom  the  crops  sufiTered  terribly  from  rain  and  flooda 
A  great  part  of  the  hay  and  clover  was  lost;  the  potato  crop 
was  spoilt,  and  grain,  especially  wheat,  was  laid.  The  low  lying 
land  near  Sandomir  suffered  most.  In  many  places,  especially  in 
the  Kadom  district,  the  crops  were  much  damaged  b}'  haiL 

In  Lomza  the  winter  sowings  were  in  most  parts  about  the 
average, 4n  others  rather  above  it;  spring  sowings  were  better. 
The  potato  crop  suffered  much  from  excessive  moisture ;  the  hay 
in  riverside  meadows  was  not  a  success,  while  fruit  and  v^etables 
failed  altogether. 

Bain  spoilt  the  greater  part  of  the  hay  m  Plock.  A  consider- 
able amount  of  damage  was  done  by  hail  in  the  districts  of  Rypinsk 
and  Upno ;  the  late  harvest  was  still  further  retarded  by  a  want 
of  hands  and  bad  weather. 

The  crops  in  Lublin  varied  in  different  parts  of  the  government, 
in  some  being  middling,  in  others  good.  Clover  was  harvested  in 
good  condition  in  spite  of  the  rain.  I>oth  winter  and  spring  grains 
were  satisfactory,  especially  wheat  Near  the  Vistula  and  Viepr 
the  crops  were  splendid,  but  suffered  from  floods. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  local  imports  that  potatoes 
were  throughout  a  failure,  not  from  disease,  but  from  the  continual 
bad  weather  which  injured  them  and  all  other  root  crops.  This 
being  the  third  consecutive  year  that  the  potato  crop  had  failed, 
the  position  of  the  working  classes  was  lamentable  indeed,  as 
potatoes  being  their  principal  article  of  food,  they  had  lived  in 
a  half-starved  condition  for  more  than  two  years,  and  had  no 
prospect  of  being  able  to  save  enough  for  seed  this  year.  Tiie 
price  of  potatoes  was  still  furtlier  raised  by  the  demand  lor 
distilleries,  which  iu  their  turn  were  obliged  to  appeal  to  the 
Government  to  pay  them  a  higher  price  than  that  agreed  upon 
for  the  year  for  the  spirits  produced  by  them. 

There  are  now  46  sugar  factories  in  this  Consular  district, 
thiee  new  factories  having  been  started   during  the  past  year; 
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beet  plantations  in  1899  occupied  an  area  of  128,678  acres,  as 
against  115,931  acres  in  1898/80  that  the  area  under  beet  which 
had  increased  by  7,126  acres  in  1898,  again  increased  by  12,747 
acres  in  1899. 

For  beet  plantations  1899  was  most  unfavourable,  though  not 
so  bad  as  in  Podolia  and  Volhynia.  The  roots  were  sodden  with 
wet,  and  contained  very  little  sugar.  When  the  crop  was  all  got 
in  it  was  found  that  throughout  the  district  between  Pniew  and 
Wloclawek,  Gostinine  and  Lenczyca,  where  most  of  the  beet 
plantations  lie,  the  average  crop  was  about  6  to  7  cwts.  per  acre 
le$s  than  the  year  before,  besides  which  the  condition  of  the  roots 
was  very  bad. 

The  following  are  statistics  for  1898  and  1899  of  the  number 
of  sugar  factories,  the  area  under  beet,  and  yield  of  beet  and  of 
sugar  in  each  government  of  this  Consular  district,  except  the 
government  of  Suwalki  and  the  four  governments  of  Lithuania,  in 
which  no  beet  is  grown : — 
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In  view  of  the  smaller  consumption  of  beer  caused  by  the  Hops, 
introduction  of  the  Government  monopoly  of  the  sale  of  spirit, 
brewers  only  contracted  for  very  small  quantities  of  hops  in  1899. 
This  estimate  proved,  however,  erroneous,  and  they  had  to  buy 
more  later,  so  that  during  the  summer  of  1899  prices  went  up, 
both  for  that  reason  and  especially  on  account  of  unsatisfacto^ 
prospects  of  the  hop  harvest  in  Poland.  The  rise  was  quite 
unprecedented,  and  so  considerable  that  it  enabled  foreign  finos 
to  offer  hops  to  Polish  brewers ;  afterwards  the  prices  came  down 
again,  as  it  was  said  that  the  harvest  abroad  was  very  good; 
but  when  it  was  seen  that,  although  it  was  plentiful,  the  quality 
was  indifferent  there  was  again  a  rise.  In  autumn,  however, 
prices  went  down  considerably,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  report 
on  the  Warsaw  hop  fair  subjoined  The  production  of  hops  in 
Eussia  in  1899  is  put  down  at : — 


GoTenunent. 

Quantity. 

Poland        

Volbjnia 

Other  goyemments           

Inferior  qualities 

Pouds. 
40,000 
76,000   . 
26,000 
40,000 

Total        

M     in  1898 

180,000 
136.000 

The  report  of  the  Official  Committee  on  the  Hop  Fair  of  1899 
was  8U9  follows  : — 

The  quantity  of  hops  brought  to  the  fair  was  9,037  pouds  13  lbs., 
against  2,642  pouds  4  lbs.,  or  6,395  pouds  9  lbs.  more  than  in  1898  ; 
6,431  pouds  were  sold,  against  1,730  pouds  in  1898,  at  the  foUowinsr 
prices : — 


No.  1  quality 
No.  2      „ 
No.  8      „ 


Per  Poud. 

1899. 

1898. 

From— 

To— 

Prom— 

To— 

Boubles. 

14 

6 

8 

Boubles. 

19 

12 

6 

Boubles. 
27 
22 
12 

Boubles. 
33-60 
26 
18 

The  labour  question  becomes  more  serious  each  year,  and  it  Labour, 
is  hard  to  see  a  solution  that  will  be  practicable.  The  labourers 
who  would  have  worked  on  the  farms  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances get  better  pay  in  factories,  and  abroad,  where  the  cost  of 
living  is  higher  and  wages  are  consequently  higher  also,  whence 
(551)  B  2 
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the  labourers  from  this  district  have  an  advantage  over  the 
natives  of  Germany  or  Austria,  as  they  only  go  there  for  the 
harvest  and  return  to  live  in  Russian  Poland,  where  living  is 
much  cheaper,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

The  farmers  in  Russian  Poland  cannot  afford  to  pay  higher 
wages  to  induce  the  men  to  remain  for  the  harvest.  The  diflSculty 
has  been  partly  overcome  by  the  extended  use  of  agricultural 
machinery,  but  this  requires  capital  which  few  of  the  farmers 
have.  The  privilege  of  hiring  soldiers  at  a  time  when  they  are 
not  required  for  manoeuvres  is  also  a  great  help,  but  unfortunately 
cannot  be  depended  upon,  as  leave  is  not  always  granted. 

During  1899  there  was  a  rise  in  the  price  of  land  throughout 
this  Consular  district,  and  whereas  in  1898  the  rise  affected 
mostly  estates  and  plots  of  land  situated  near  railway  lines,  it 
became  general  in  the  spring  of  1899,  in  other  words  the  rise  in 
1898  may  be  termed  industrial  and  that  in  1899  agricultural. 
The  average  rise  in  the  price  of  land  is  estimated  at  about  15  per 
cent,  within  the  last  year.  In  Lithuania,  with  the  exception  of 
a  large  part  of  the  government  of  Minsk  unsuitable  for  agriculture, 
the  rise  was  very  considerable.  The  following  table  will  give  a 
more  accurate  idea  of  the  price  of  land : — 


Year. 

Per  Acre. 

From — 

To— 

1889        

1893        

1898        

1899         

£     s, 
0      7 
0    10 
0    12 
0    15 

£     *. 

0  15 

1  0 

2  0 
2      5 

Timber. 


Artificial 
manures. 


The  rise  in  the  price  of  wood,  caused  by  the  introduction  of 
the  Forest  Preservation  Act  in  1898,  continued  during  1899,  and 
greatly  affected  the  prices  of  timber,  there  having  been  a  difference 
of  some  40  per  cent,  between  prices  in  January  and  December. 
Another  reason  for  the  rise  in  the  price  of  wood  was  the  coal 
crisis,  as  coal  mines  having  to  be  more  worked  required  larger 
quantities  of  wood  than  in  previous  years.  More  wood  was  also 
required  for  fuel  in  consequence  of  the  high  price  of  coal.  To 
give  an  idea  how  great  the  rise  is  in  many  cases,  a  forest  for 
which  1,500Z.  was  paid  10  years  ago  is  now  being  sold  for  10,000Z. 

The  use  of  artificial  manures  has  been  gradually  becoming 
more  general,  and  is  extending  to  the  small  farmers  and  peasants. 
Four  different  kinds  of  artificial  manures  are  used :  Superphos- 
phates, kainite,  slags,  and  saltpetre,  of  which  only  the  first  is  of 
local  production,  the  remaining  three  being  imported  from 
Germany.  The  prices  paid  during  1899  ranged  between  7  and 
8'5  c.  (lid.  and  2^^)  per  1  per  cent,  of  soluble  phosphoric  acid 
in  100  Russian  lbs.  (90  English  lbs.),  which  is  an  increase  of  about 
15  per  cent,  since  1898. 
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Throughout  this  Consular  district  the  sowing  of  the  winter  Condition  of 
cereals  was  not  delayed  by  the  rather  late  harvest ;  they  sprouted  winter 
very  satisfactorily,  and,  as  the  cold  weather  did  not  set  in  till  the  ■^''*»i^ 
young  corn  was  fairly  advanced,  no  damage  was  done  when  the 
frost  did  come,  the  ground  having  been  plentifully  covered  with 
snow  through  the  winter.    The  prospects  for  the  year  are  very 
good  although  the  winter  has  been  long  and  severe. 

The  following  tables  are  compiled  from  information  published 
officially  by  the  Ministry  of  Finance  and  Agriculture : — 
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Table  showing    Yield  of  undermentioned  Articles  in  1899. 


Govemments. 

Otits. 

Barley. 

Backwheat. 

Peas. 

Poland 

Minnk 

Vihia 

Kovno 

Grodno 

Quarters. 

6,465,777 

1,266,446 

028,880 

700,000 

877,000 

Quarters. 

1,002,000 
805,000 
260,000 
802,000 
818,000 

Quarters. 

273,400 

107,400 

782,500 

6,520 

84,850 

Stones  of 
14  lbs. 
10,840,000 
2,864,000 
8,600,000 
4,068,600 
2,408,860 

Total     .. 

0,287,111 

8,062,000 

1,204^170   . 

32,870,060 

Table  showing  Weight  of  Grain,  in  Lbs.,  per  Bushel. 


Qt>Temment«. 

Bye. 

Wheat. 

OaU. 

Barley. 

1 

Linseed. 

Buckwheat. 

LU. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

!     LU. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

PoUnd    .. 

67 

68 

88 

:  47 

40 

47 

Minsk      .. 

68 

68 

36 

47 

66 

80 

Vilna       .. 

68 

67 

84 

'      44 

67 

42 

64 

60 

86 

47 

60 

86 

KoTno     . . 

60 

66 

88 

41 

40 

88 

Table  showing  Average  Yield 

per  Acre. 

GoTemments. 

Oats 

Barley. 

Buckwheat. 

Pt-as. 

Minsk 

Vilna 

KoTno 

Grodno 

Kielce 

Badom 

Lublin 

Siedlce 

Petrokoff 

Kalish 

Warsaw 

Plock 

Lomxa 

Suwalki 

Bushels. 
10 

17 
17 
28 
81 
26 
21 
10 
24 
21 

21 
21 

Bushels. 
18 
10 
0 
14 
16 
10 
16 
14 
14 

i7 

1*6 
16 

Bushels. 
7 

7 

•• 
6 

•  • 
7 

10 

11 

•  • 
8 
0 

Stones. 
63 
44 
65 
40 
S6 
66 
47 
66 
61 
64 
66 
•  • 
47 
50 
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Tabue  showing  Tield  of  Potatoes  in  the  Years  1898-99. 


Ooi  f  0r  luoMiili. 


Minsk    .. 

TilOA       .. 

Korno    ••         •• 
Qrodno  ••         •• 
Warsaw.. 
Kalish   •• 
Kieloe    .. 
Lomtt  .. 
Lublin  ••         •• 
Petrokoif  •• 

Ploek  •• 
Badom  .. 
Suwalki*. 
Siedlce  •• 

Total 


Yield. 


isoa 


1,008,319 

683,446 
240,360 
687,962 
679,098 
850,678 
746,908 
338,728 
920,316 
932,321 
373  5  •! 
644.Hol 
211,616 
597,640 


1899. 


8,769,829 


814,727 
535,370 
326.980 
551,709 
723,773 
914,064 
658,772 
422.211 
794468 
853,260 
471,042 
579,696 
284,190 
446,852 


8,276,804 


Ana  in  1899. 


Aerea. 

366,174 

234,824 

165,616 

246,420 

275,886 

240,997 

181,025 

149,882 

218,606 

281,772 

175,200 

194,227 

100,710 

184,947 


3,015,688 


During  1899  the  liueii  trade  was  very  good;  all  mills  and 
factories  were  fully  0(*(nipi(»d  and  no  stock  accumulated. 

Hardly  any  linen  goods  are  uow  imjiorted,  with  the  exception 
of  very  fine  linens  and  pocket  handkerchiefs,  as  the  manufacturers 
in  the  country  can  now  supply  the  demand  The  fine  linen  im- 
ported, wliich  in  mostly  used  for  the  fronts  of  shirts,  collars,  and 
pocket  handkerchiefs,  is  from  Ireland,  printed  handkerchiefs  are 
from  Germany. 

Owing  to  the  stringency  of  the  money  market  there  wei-e  a 
numl)er  of  failures  at  Moscow  and  in  other  places,  and  linen  manu- 
facturers sustained  considerable  losses,  but  those  in  this  Consular 
district  have  not  up  to  now  sullered  to  any  great  extent. 

It  has  \yeen  impossible,  however,  to  raise  the  prices  of  yam, 
although  the  prices  of  raw  Hax  have  risen  considerably,  as  the 
present  crop  is  one  of  the  worst  and  dearest  that  there  has  been 
for  several  years,  and  there  is  a  surplus  of  yam  in  the  market 
During  the  past  year  the  number  of  spindles  running  increased 
considerably  in  Russia,  but  in  Poland  there  was  no  addition. 

Finer  yams  above  90  still  continue  to  be  imported  from 
Belfast,  and  there  is  not  much  probability  of  many  of  the  higher 
numbers  being  spun  in  Russia.  Some  spinners  make  them,  but  it 
has  proved  to  be  cheaper  to  buy  the  Irish  yarns. 

The  jute  trade  in  Poland  was  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state 
throughout  the  year  1899,  during  which  the  new  works  at  Warsaw, 
mentioned  in  my  two  last  reports,  and  also  other  new  works  at 
Riga,  started  working  and  entered  into  competition  with  the 
existing  firms  whose  output  was  already  quite  equal  to  the 
demand.  These  new  works  threw  into  the  market  the  output 
of  some  500  looms  and  caused  an  over-production,  so  that,  not- 
withstanding the  great  rise  in  the  price  of  raw  jute,  the  prices 
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of'  jute  fabrics  remained  at  their  former  level,  and  manufacturers 
were  often  obliged  to  accept  prices  which  left  no  maigin  for  profit, 
in  order  to  keep  their  machinery  running.  In  consequence, 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  several  of  the  works  found.it  neces* 
sary  to  reduce  their  production,  though,  in  spite  of  the  above- 
mentioned  drawbacks,  manufacturers  managed  to  place  the  whole 
of  their  production  in  the  interior  Russian  markets,  but  not  on 
advantageous  terms ;  notwithstanding  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
sales  were  fairly  brisk.  The  outlook  for  the  future  is,  however, 
not  unfavourable,  especially  if  no  new  works  be  started;  as, 
although  the  existing  works  cause  an  over-production,  the  demand 
will  soon  be  equal  to  their  full  output,  as  several  chemical  and 
sugar  factories  are  being  started  which  will  require  a  large  number 
of  sacks. 

The  jute  factories  throughout  the  Russian  Empire  are  contem- 
plating the  adoption  of  the  Dundee  standard  makes.  Up  till  now 
the  goods  have  been  made  by  each  manufacturer  according  to  his 
own  ideas,  which  at  times  led  to  inconvenience. 

With  small  exceptions,  as,  for  instance,  cloth  for  linoleum,  no 
jute  fabrics  are  imported  into  Russia,  as  the  high  duties  are  quite 
prohibitory. 

.  I  can  add  little  to  what  I  have  already  said  in  my  last  two  reports  I»»<5«« 
(Annual  Series,  Nos.  2135  and  2226)  as  to  the  lace  trade  at 
Warsaw.  For  the  first  nine  months  of  this  year  the  existing  lace 
works  did  well,  and  increased  their  machinery  like  the  other 
branches  of  the  textile  industry,  but  since  the  autumn  they  have 
been  at  their  wits*  end  to  find  employment  for  their  machines.  It 
is  now  proposed  to  start  a  new  lace  factory  at  Warsaw  with  British 
capital. 

In  my  previous  reports,  I  stated  that  the  British  manufticturer 
would  still  find  a  good  opening  for  the  finer  and  lighter  classes  of 
lace,  as  the  Russians  confine  their  production  to  the  heavier  classes 
in  which  the  high  duty  enables  them  to  compete  at  greater 
advantage  ;  but  now,  in  order  to  keep  their  machines  running,  the 
local  manufacturers  have  turned  their  attention  to  the  finer  makes, 
and  are  producing  one  of  the  only  articles  that  up  till  now  has 
been  left  entirely  to  the  foreigner.  High-class  specialities  are 
now  the  only  field  left  to  British  manufacturers,  but  they  will 
always  find  a  market  here,  and  no  local  competition  is  to  be 
feared,  at  any  rate  at  present. 

Great  care  must  be  taken  at  present  in  this  line,  as  the  universal 
financial  crisis  has  affected  the  lace  trade  yery  much,  and  several 
of  the  dealers  who  have  hitherto  been  considered  perfectly  sound 
are  now  very  shaky. 

The  cotton  trade  in  this  district,  which  was  in  so  flourishing  Cotton, 
a  state  in  1898,  collapsed  at  the  end  of  last  year  (1899)  almost 
entirely. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  1899  mills  and  factories  were 
very  fully  employed,  stocks  were  cleared  out,  and  a  lot  of  new 
machinery  was  started. 

In  my  last  report,  I  mentioned  the  large  increase  which  was 
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being  made  in  the  number  of  spindles.  By  the  autumn  of  1899 
all  these  spindles  were  running,  and  the  production  became  greater 
than  the  ordinary  demand.  Just  at  that  moment  the  demand  fell 
oB,  owing  to  the  diminished  sales  consequent  on  the  bad  harvest 
and  the  want  of  money  caused  by  the  South  African  war. 
There  was  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  orders.  During  the  spring 
and  summer  months  the  Polish  mills  were  not  able  to  spin  so 
much  yam  as  was  required,  and  large  quantities  were  imported 
from  Austria,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Switzerland.  At  the 
dose  of  the  year,  owing  to  the  reduced  production  in  factories 
and  the  increased  production  in  the  mills  caused  by  the  larger 
number  of  spindles  running,  there  was  a  surplus  of  yam,  and 
very  little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  as  much 
as  was  wanted  in  the  home  market.  Although  the  prices  of 
.raw  cotton  have  risen  by  some  80  per  cent.,  tiie  price  of  yam 
has  not  only  not  risen  correspondingly  but  has  even  fallen 
some  5  to  10  per  cent.  A  considerable  quantity  of  fine  cotton 
yarn  and  twists  is  still  imported  from  the  United  Bangdom  and 
Switzerland.  Turkey-red  cotton  yams  are  imported  from  Grermany 
and  Austria. 

It  seems  as  if  the  large  increase  in  production,  consequent 
On  the  amount  of  machinery  put  down  in  nearly  every  factory 
during  the  last  two  years,  has  been  too  sudden,  and  it  will  prob- 
ably take  some  time  for  the  market,  which  is  steadily  growing, 
to  catch  up  with  the  production. 

One  large  sewing-cotton  mill  at  Lodz  did  very  well,  having 
trebled  its  production  in  spite  of  the  strong  competition  they 
have  to  meet  with  from  the  mills  at  Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg, 
which  have  the  advantage  of  being  nearer  to  the  chief  Bussian 
market  All  the  machinery  for  this  industry  is  imported,  as  none 
is  made  in  this  country. 

With  the  exception  of  special  qualities,  very  few  cotton  goods 
are  imported  into  Bussia.  Manufacturers  of  cottons  have  within 
the  last  few  years  been  improving  and  advancing  so  fast  that 
almost  all  requirements  can  be  supplied  by  the  Bussian  factories. 
Business  was,  as  I  have  said,  very  bad  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
there  was  great  difficulty  in  getting  payments,  owing  to  the 
stringency  of  the  money  market.  Se\eral  of  the  smaller  manu- 
facturers at  Lodz  were  obliged  by  this  to  close  their  works,  and 
some  failed  outright  In  many  cases  the  buyers  sent  the  goods 
back,  not  being  able  to  pay  for  them ;  and  credits  being  reduced 
on  all  sides,  manufacturers  who  were  in  a  position  to  do  so  pre- 
ferred to  stock  their  goods  rather  than  to  send  them  out  on  credit, 
either  to  get  them  sent  back  or  to  lose  them  altogether. 

The  largest  factory  in  this  district  is  now  producing  35,000 
rolls  of  finished  textiles  a  week,  of  which  they  are  only  selling 
6,000,  stocking  the  remaining  29,000. 

Thus,  at  the  end  of  the  year  most  of  the  manufacturers  had 
their  warehouses  stocked  with  goods,  and  such  as  were  sold  went  at 
abnormally  low  prices. 
Wool.  The  price  of  wool  went  up  in  1899,  and  the  sale  of  woollen 
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yarn  and  stuffs  fell  off,  thus  making  it  a  bad  year  for  manufacturers 
and  a  good  one  for  sheep-owners. 

The  following  are  details  as  to  the  wool  from  the  Don  district 
and  Kharkott  wool  fair,  from  whicli  the  greater  part  of  the  wool 
manufactured  iu  this  district  is  obtained : — 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  few  speculators  almost  cleared  Merinoe. 
the  stock  of  the  merino  market  at  an  advance  of  about  15  per 
cent.  Buyers  were  very  keen,  and  in  April  several  spinners  who 
had  not  visited  the  farmers  sent  their  buyers  in  order  to  be  first 
in  the  field,  and  to  secure  cheap  wool  direct  from  the  farmers. 
These  latter,  however,  not  being  accustomed  to  such  visits  and 
being  well  posted  up  in  the  results  of  the  London  market, 
demanded  higher  prices ;  then  the  dealers  arrived,  and  com- 
petition between  them  to  obtain  the  wool  was  very  keen,  the 
result  being  that  the  price  advanced  rapidly.  The  clips  do  not 
come  into  the  market  until  the  end  of  May  or  the  beginning  of 
June,  and  the  farmers  have  not  been  accustomed  to  sell  their 
clips  in  advance  for  over  15  years. 

The  wool  is  not  so  good  in  quality  this  year  as  last  (1898). 
It  does  not  contain  so  much  dust  but  is  heavier  in  grease,  so 
that  the  yield  is  not  so  great,  which  will  add  to  the  cost  of  the 
Top  Zigay  wool.  This  wool  advanced  about  10  per  cent  in  price, 
as  it  was  in  great  demand  and  competition  amongst  the  buyers 
was  keen.  Many  buyers  secured  what  they  required  before  the 
clip,  and  those  who  did  not  had  to  pay  a  much  higher  price  for 
inferior  lots.  A  good  many  speculators  were  also  in  the  murket, 
which  caused  prices  to  advance  more  rapidly.  This  year's  clip 
was  not  only  heavy  in  grease  and  sandy,  but  complaints  were 
also  made  of  its  having  been  watered,  the  consequence  being  that 
the  bales  were  light  in  weight  when  they  reached  their  destination, 
besides  which  large  stones  and  lumps  of  earth  were  found  in  some 
of  the  bales. 

Prices   of  Donskoi   wool   were   ratlier   lower,  on   account   of  Donskoi  wool. 
America  not  buying  as  in  previous  years.     Quality  and  condition 
were  fairly  good. 

Holders  of  Khorassan  wool  stood  out  for  a  sslight  advance  on  Khoi-aasan. 
last  year's  prices,  but  there  not  bein,«  much  demand  they  gave 
way  a  little.  Later  there  were  rather  more  enquiries,  but  prices 
remained  stationary.  Quality  and  condition  were  generally  up  to 
standard,  but  complaints  were  made  that  some  of  the  bales  con- 
tained several  fleeces  which  were  tender  and  musty  from  their 
having  been  packed  wet. 

To  the  Warsaw  wool  fair  is  brought  the  wool  from  the  sur- 
rounding districts  ;  it  is  chiefly  bought  up  by  local  manufacturers, 
but  some  small  part  of  it  is  exported  to  Germany  and  Austria. 
This  wool  is  really  of  more  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  this 
Consular  district  than  that  of  which  I  have  spoken  above,  as  not 
only  the  buyers  but  also  the  sellers  are  inhabitants  of  this  part  of 
the  Empire. 

In  this  district  sheep  farming  has  been  going  out  of  favour 
steadily  for  some  years,  as  the  small  demand  and  the  low  prices 
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caused  the  farmers  to  think  they  could  do  better  bjr  cattle. 
Besides  this,  they  not  only  diminished  the  number  of  their  flocks 
but  tried  to  cater  for  the  demand  for  inferior  qualities  of  wool, 
but  in  this  line  they  were  unable  to  compete  with  foreign  wool. 
This  steady  decrease  in  the  quality  of  the  wool  produced  has  had 
the  effect  of  running  up  the  prices  of  good  qualities. 

In  the  early  spring  of  1899  much  of  the  new  clip  was  already 
sold,  chiefly  to  speculators.  The  expectation,  however,  that  tor 
this  reason  the  amotmt  of  wool  brought  to  the  fair  would  be 
smaller  than  usual  proved  incorrect,  as  the  speculators  who  had 
bought  the  wool  brought  it  to  the  fair  to  re-sell.  The  actual 
diminution  in  the  quantity  of  wool  must  be  ascribed  to  the 
shearing  and  washing,  to  the  weather,  and  to  the  diminution  of 
production. 

At  the  fair,  business  was  very  brisk,  and  on  the  first  day 
22,000  lbs.  of  wool  changed  hands,  which  was  a  record  for 
Warsaw. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  buyers,  there  were  some  from  Bialy- 
stok  for  the  first  time  for  several  years.  The  washing  and  sorting 
of  the  wool  was  very  good,  but  the  heavy  rain  which  fell  almost 
continuously  at  the*  time  that  the  wiX)l  was  being  brought  to  the 
fair  had  in  some  cases  permeated  the  tarpaulin,  and  the  wool  had 
to  be  dried  on  arrival.  Packing  was  excellent,  and  all  the  wool 
sent  to  the  fair  had  its  origin,  weight,  and  quality  marked  on  the 
tarpaulins. 

The  following  figures  show  the  quantity  of  the  wool  put  on  the 
market  during  the  last  three  years : — 


Packs  of  240  lbs. 

' 

1899. 

1898. 

1897. 

Wool  remaimng  from  preyious  year . . 
Supply  of  current  year           •  • 

466 
7,860 

318 
9,428 

1,805 
10,466 

Total         

8,326 

9,741 

11,770 

In  both  1898  and  1899  about  85  per  cent,  of  the  wool  brought 
to  the  fair  was  sold  there.  The  prices  of  the  different  qualities 
at  the  fair  were : — 


Per  Pftck  of  240  Ibi. 


Qnality. 


1899. 


1898. 


1897. 


1     From- 

1 

To- 

From— 

To- 

From— 

To- 

£    «.  d. 

£    i,  d. 

£    «.   d. 

£    it.  d. 

£    «.  d. 

£    «.   d. 

Elytra  fine  ... 

...      U    0    5 

13    »    9 

8    9    2 

U  13    4 

8    6    0 

10  16     0 

l-iae 

...|     10    t     1 

lU  10    5 

7  16    3 

8  19    2 

7    8    0 

7  18     0 

MfdUim     ... 

...       a  16    0 

10    2     1 

7    0    7 

7  14    2 

fi  10    3 

7     1     0 

Ordinary    ... 

...       6  17    6 

7  19    4 

5    8    2 

6  17    6 

4  12    0 

6    0    0 
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From  the  above  tables  will  be  seen  the  steady  rise  in  the 
price  of  wool  each  year,  the  price  of  each  quality  running  about 
what  the  price  of  the  quality  next  superior  to  it  had  been  the 
year  before. 

On  account  of  advance  on  the  new  wool  the  price  of  Botany  Botany  jann. 
yam  also  advanced  considerably,  which  caused  the  manufacturers 
to  stand  aloof  at  first.  On  account  of  the  mild  winter  of  1897-98 
A  good  many  held  a  small  stock  and  were  able  to  hold  out  for 
some  time,  but  eventually  they  had  to  come  into  the  market  and 
pay  the  price.  For  this  reason  there  was  not  much  sold  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season;  but  later  on,  as  the  old  stock  was 
exhausted,  new  contracts  were  booked,  and  towards  the  end  of 
the  season  business  was  fairly  good. 

There  was  very  little  enquiry  for   cross-bred  yams  at  the  Onmrhnd 
beginning  of  the  season,  the  fashion  being  mostly  for  the  shorter  y*"**- 
and  softer  class  of  wools ;  prices  were,  therefore,  low.     Towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  season,  however,  manufacturers  changed  on 
to  the  finer  grades  of  these  yams. 

Trade  in  general  was  not  half  so  brisk  here  as  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  from  a  financial  point  of  view  the  year  was  very 
bad.  Failures  were  very  numerous,  and  British,  Grerman,  and 
especially  Russian  spinners  have  suffered  heavy  losses,  whilst 
more  large  failures  are  expected. 

The  woollen  industry  has  been  during  the  past  year  in  a  very  WooUen 
unsatisfactory  state.  The  production  has  been  greater  than  the  ™*"'**~*'*""' 
demand  to  such  an  extent  that  most  of  the  factories  have  had 
to  work  short  time.  Owing  to  bad  harvests  the  purchasing  power 
of  the  peasantry  throughout  a  considerable  part  of  the  Empire 
has  been  reduced,  and  cotton  stuffs  are  for  many  pui-poses 
replacing  the  more  expensive  woollen  stuffs,  especially  a  material 
which  has  almost  the  same  look  and  feel  as  the  commoner  woollen 
stuff  of  which  the  peasants  are  accustomed  to  make  their  clothes. 

Besides  diminished  market,  over-production,  and  competition 
of  cotton  imitations,  the  manufacturers,  though  they  have  had  to 
pay  an  increased  price  for  their  yarns  in  consequence  of  the 
enhanced  price  of  wool,  have  not  been  able  to  raise  the  price  of 
the  goods  they  manufacture,  on  account  of  the  strong  competition 
of  foreign  goods.  This  is  the  chief  grievance  of  the  Polish 
centres  of  woollen  manufactured  stuffs,  especially  clothes.  Tlie 
consequence  of  this  is  a  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  goods, 
as  the  manufacturers  are  between  the  Scylla  of  manufacturing  at 
a  loss  and  the  Charybdis  of  foreign  competition.  Altogether  the 
woollen  manufacturing  industry  is  in  a  bad  way,  which  does  not 
seem  likely  to  improve. 

During  1899  a  considerable  amount  of  textile  machinery  was  TextUe 
put  down  in  this  Consular  district,  the  spinning  machinery  being  machinery, 
mostly  of   British  make,  though  some   was  also  imported  from 
Switzerland. 

I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  exact  statistics  as  to  the  number 
of  spindles  added,  but  it  was  very  considerable.  In  and  about 
Lodz  about  2,000  looms  were  put  down — most  of  which  were 
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made  at  Lodz,  though  some  were  imported  from  Great  Britain 
and  Switzerland.  There  are  now  several  firms  of  loom  makers 
at  Lodz  who  ought  to  be  doing  well,  as  it  is  difficult  for  the 
foreign  makers  to  compete  with  them  on  account  of  the  high 
duty,  amounting  to  about  the  value  of  the  looms  abroad.  Most 
of  the  Lodz  looms  are  made  after  British  models.  It  is  a  common 
occurrence  for  local  manufacturers  to  order  one  machine  of  a  type 
of  which  they  want  several  and  get  the  others  made  in  the 
country. 

Steam  engines  and  boilers  have  been  put  down  in  several 
factories ;  some  of  the  superheated  steam  and  some  of  the  drop 
valve  system.  Most  of  the  machines  were  imported  from  Germany 
and  Switzerland,  nearly  all  the  boilers  were  made  in  this  country. 
One  firm  at  Lodz  has  just  put  down  an  engine  of  2.000  h.p.  made 
at  Winterthur  in  Switzerland,  Hardly  any  of  the  engines  and 
boilers  were  made  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Some  of  the  manufacturers  have  fitted  their  factories  with 
sprinklers  and  hydrants,  not  only  because  of  the  great  advantage 
in  case  of  fire,  but  also  because  of  the  reduction  they  obtain  in  the 
rate  of  insurance  when  they  are  provided  with  them. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  textile  machinery  makers  in 
this  district  were  very  busy,  but  during  the  autumn  orders  were 
scarce,  and  some  of  the  workshops  had  to  work  short  time. 
Though  iron  has  risen  considerably  in  price  since  October,  ISUS, 
the  price  of  finished  work  has  remained  the  same. 

As  to  finishing  machinery,  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  said  last 
year.  German  makers  of  textile  finishing  machinery  are  gradually 
forcing  British  manufacturers  out  of  the  Polish  market,  partly  by 
lower  prices,  partly  by  paying  more  attention  to  the  wishes  of 
their  customers.  If  they  would  only  pay  attention  to  these  two 
points  British  makers  could  easily  hold  their  own,  as  the  Germans 
cannot  touch  the  British  in  the  finish  of  their  machinery. 

There  is  an  opening  here  for  cheap  calenders.  A  British  firm 
do  a  fair  trade  here  in  calenders,  but  they  go  in  for  the  best 
article  at  a  good  price.  Germans  introduce  something  cheaper, 
suitable  to  people  with  smaller  means,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  some  of  the  smaller  British  machinists  should  not  get  part 
of  the  business,  but  they  must  send  out  travellers  who  can  do 
their  own  talking,  and  hand  in  circulars  in  a  language  imder- 
stood  here.     German  is  understood  in  all  the  factories. 

The  calenders  here  are  either  of  about  8^  tons,  costing  about 
275/.  in  the  United  Kingdom,  or  of  smaller  sizes,  weighing  about 
5  tons,  which  cost  about  150Z.  Some  of  the  more  expensive  are 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  as  I  have  said,  but  most  are  from 
Alsace  and  Germany.  Practically  the  supply  of  machinery  for 
cloth  finishing  has  gone  almost  entirely  into  Germany  by  the 
neglect  of  British  makers. 

There  is  a  trade  to  be  done  yet  by  British  makers  in  leather 
belting  pickers,  though  they  will  have  to  contend  with  strong- 
competition  by  the  Germans  and  Americans.  The  belting  njade 
in  Eussia  is  inferior  at  equal  prices,  or  if  matle  from  imported 
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hides  18  more  expensive.  The  same  may  be  said  of  pickers  and 
picking  bands,  wnich  are  now  largely  imported  from  Germany. 

Tools,  files,  mill  furnishings,  bolts,  and  nuts  continue  to  be 
imported  in  large  quantities  from  the  United  Kingdom  and 
(rermany.  German  tools  and  tiles  are  gradually  taking  the  place 
of  those  of  British  make,  and  British  manufacturers  and  makers 
should  pay  attention  to  this  competition  or  they  will  lose  the 
market,  as  they  are  steadily  doing  in  finishing  machinery. 

Mill  furnishings,  shuttles,  and  springs  are  still  mostly  imported 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  but  the  German  manufacturers  are 
trying  hard  to  get  the  supply  of  them  also. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table,  which  shows  the  returns  Bailnayj^ 
of  the  different  railway  companies  in  Poland  and  Lithuania,  that 
the  total  mileage  has  been  augmented  by  121  miles,  and  that  the 
returns  show  an  increase  of  nearly  670,000/. 

The  rolling-stock  had  to  bi.*  increased  correspondingly,  as 
regards  engines,  passenger  cars,  and  trucks ;  nearly  all  orders 
were  placed  with  local  firms,  except  one  for  10  express  train 
engines  which  were  bought  in  Hanover  lor  the  Vistula  Bailway. 

It  becomes  more  evident  year  after  year  that  the  existing 
railway  system  is  by  no  means  adequate  to  cope  with  tlie  traffic 
produced  by  the  continually  and  rapidly  growing  industry  of  this 
district,  and  that  the  comparatively  short  mileage  is  detrimental 
to  the  development  of  this  part  of  Russia,  which  is  gradually  losing 
its  agricultural  character  and  becoming  a  purely  industrial  country. 
A  confirmation  of  this  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  con- 
struction of  two  new  railway  lines  in  Poland  has  been  decided 
upon,  and  in  the  number  of  schemes  presented  to  the  Ministry  of 
Ways  and  Communications  at  St.  Petersburg  for  the  construction 
of  light  railways. 

The  two  new  railway  lines  mentioned  above  are  the  Warsaw— 
Kalish  and  the  Tamaszow-Lublin  Unes.  The  first  is  by  far  the 
more  important,  beginning  at  Warsaw  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Vi*»tula  it  will  cross  the  governments  of  Warsaw,  Petrokoff,  and 
Kalish  within  a  few  miles  of  the  Prussian  frontier,  from  whence 
it  will  be  connected  by  rail  with  Skalmierzuce  the  terminus  of  the 
Prussian  lines — the  length  of  the  line  will  be  240  verstp  (160 
miles),  and  it  will  be  built  after  the  Russian  system  (broad  gauge). 
The  exact  direction  which  the  line  will  take  is  as  follows : — Warsaw, 
Blonie,  Sokatchew,  Lowich,  Glowno,  Strykow,  Zgierz,  Lodz, 
Pabianice,  Lask,  Zdunska,  Wola,  Sieradz,  Blaszki,  Opatowek,. 
Kalish.  The  fact  that  this  line  will  pass  through  Zgierz,  Lodz, 
and  Pabianice  (the  centre  of  the  textile  industry  in  Poland)  and 
that  it  will  open  up  a  new  country,  the  government  of  Kalish^ 
proveajsufficiently  the  inuuense  importance  of  this  line  to  Poland. 

The  Lublin -Tamaszow  line,  details  of  which  were  given  in 
the  1897  report,  will  open  up  a  new  but  purely  agricultural 
country,  and  is,  consequently,  of  inferior  importance  to  the 
Warsaw-Kalish  line  which  opens  up  the  government  of  Kalish 
and  the  northern  parts  of  the  government  of  Petrokoff,  which  are 
essentially  industrial  districts.  It  is,  however,  expected  that  a 
considerable  part  of  the  transit  traffic  between  the  Baltic  Sea  and 
South-Eastern  Europe  will  be  diverted  on  to  the  Lublin -Tomaszow 
line. 

There  is  a  scheme  to  connect  Radom  and  Warsaw  by  a  railway 
line,  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  say  whether  it  will  be  carried  out. 
It  is  also  proposed  to  place  an  additional  line  of  rails  on  the 
Vistula  Railway  between : — (a)  Warsaw-Ivangorod,  (b)  Ivangorod- 
Lublin,  (c)  Ivangorod-Lukow,  (d)  Lublin-Kovel. 

The  Lodz-Koluszki  Company  intends  building  a  broad  gauge 
line  in  order  to  prevent  all  the  Lodz  traffic  being  taken  over  by 
the  Kalish- Wareaw  line,  Koluszki  being  the  terminus  of  one  of 
(561)  0 
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tiie  branches  of  the  lyangorod-Dombrowa  line,  which  is  broad 

fetlge.    The  conetruction  of  a  second  line  on  the  Ivangorod- 
^mbrowa  line,  Aientioned  in  last  year's  report,  will  begin  this 
summer. 

Not  less  than  40  schemes  for  the  construction  of  light  railway 
lines — in  most  cases  suburban — were  presented  to  the  Government 
by  different  firms  and  contractors ;  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
all  of  them  will  be  built,  even  if  the  concession  of  the  Goveruinqnt 
is  obtained.  Nearly  all  these  lines  are  to  connect  either  a  group 
of  factories  with  the  trunk  line  or  villages  and  hamlets  with  the 
large  towns. 

The  following  list  gives  some  of  the  mosl^  important  projected 
lines: — 

(1)  Warsaw  (Wola  suburb),  Blonie-Sokatchew  with  a  branch 
to  Rudf^zowska. 

.  (2)  Gora-Kalvarya-Groyec-Jasenec  (continuation  of  the  exist- 
ing line  Warsaw-Gorsr-Kalvarya),  28  versts. 

(3)  Wolomin-Kobylka,  Roscishewo,  Wolominek,  Czama,  Zago- 
stinetz,  Eadimin. 

(4)  Szydlovrietz-Prisukha,  35  versts. 

(5)  Warsaw-Groyec. 

(6)  Lomza-Sniadow,  14  versts;  reduces  the  distance  from 
Warsaw  to  Lomza  from  150  to  97  versts. 

(7)  Poretche-Druskieniki,  17  versts. 

(8)  Olkush-Oytsow-Shklary  (government  Kielce). 

Cement  There  was  a  considerable  fall  in  prices  of  cement  during  the 

latter  part  of  1899,  viz.,  from  3  r.  to  2  r.  60  c.  per  barrel  of  10 
pouds,  owing  to  over-production  caused  by  the  springing  up  of  six 
new  works  since  1897. 

The  output  of  the  10  cement  works  in  Poland  is  put  down  at 
1,600,000  barrels  of  10  pouds  each,  whereas  the  consumption 
amounts  to  62  per  cent,  of  that  quantity  or  1,000,000  barrels. 
As  stated  in  last  year's  report,  the  use  of  cement  in  becoming 
more  general,  but  a  good  many  years  will  elapse  before  its  use 
will  become  aa  common  as  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  Germany. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  year  there  was  a  further  fall  of  some 
20  c.  per  barrel,  and  this  led  the  owners  of  cement  works  to  try 
to  form  a  syndicate,  but  it  is  as  yet  impossible  to  say  whether 
this  will  really  take  place.  It  would  lead  to  a  rise  in  prices  and 
would  enable  Polish  cement  to  be  sold  in  the  more  distant  parts 
of  Eussia,  which  at  present  is  impossible  on  account  of  the  cost  of 
carriage. 

It  is  expected  that  the  export  to  Germany  in  1900  will  be 
greater  than  in  1899,  in  which  year  it  considerably  exceeded  that 
of  1898. 
Bricka.  The  strong  demand  which  there  w«is  for  bricks  in  1898  only 

continued  during  the  early  part  of  1899 ;  it  was  soon  found  that 
the  production  of  the  brickworks,  which  have  sprung  up  by  tens 
within  the  last  few  years,  was  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the 
demand.  Then  came  the  difficulties  of  the  money  market  to  which 
J  have  already  alluded,  which  prevented  speculators  from  obtaining 
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Bioney  at  a  reasonable  percentage,  so  that  a  great  many  coa- 
structions  had  to  be  abandoned  and  fewer  houses  w6re  built  th^ 
had  been  originally  intended.  This  led  to  a  very  considerable  fell 
in  prices,  viz.,  from  2L  5«.  to  1/.  per  1,000.  In  the  Dombrowa 
district  only  prices  weit)  maintained  on  account  of  the  large  nuoi- 
her  of  factories  which  were  beinjif  built.  At  the  end  of  1899' a 
large  number  of  brick  works  had  to  be  closed,  the  remainder 
reducing  their  production  very  considerably. 

The  reduction  in  the  tariff  for  the  transport  of  salt,  obtained  ^i^<^- 
by  the  Congress  of  Russian  Salt  Producers  held  at  St.  Petersburg 
in  1898,  to  which  I  alluded  in  my  last  annual  report,  was  so  very 
small  that  it.  did  not  lead  to  a  fall  in  prices. 

No    progress  was    made  in    1899    in    the    working  of    the  Solphitf^ 
sulphur  beds  in  the  government  of  Kielce,  but  it  is  rumoured  that 
some  of  the  new  chemical  works  which  are  being  started  in  Poland 
are  trying  to  form  a  sound  company  for  the  purpose. 

There  was  a  considerable  rise  in  the  prices  of  zinc  during  1899  ^"^ 
on  account  of  the  unprecedented  demand  on  the  Russian  markets. 
The  works  in  Poland  turned  out  400,000  pouds  (133,334  cwts.) 
in  1899,  as  against  346,000  pouds  (115,334  cwts.)  in  1898. 
The  production  of  Galmey  (zinc  ore)  was  2,100,000  pouds 
(700,000  cwts.). 

A  number  of    concessions  for   electric   lighting  and  electric  ^^^^^^^^f- 
traction  were  granted  to  different  mimicipalities  in  this  Consular 
district     A  German  firm  has  obtained  a  concession  for  electric 
lighting  and  tramways  at  Warsaw. 

The  Lodz  tramway  service,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  a  German 
firm,  proved  to  be  a  great  success,  and  it  has  'been  decided  to 
increase  the  mileage  very  (cnsiderably  in  1900.  The  concession 
for  the  lighting  of  the  town  by  electricity  has  also  been  granted  to 
a  German  firm. 

(.'zenstochau  is  to  get  an  electric  tmmway. 

The  Vilna  and  Bialystock  horse  tramways  are  to  be  replaced 
by  electric  tramways. 

'  Lublin  and  Sadom  are  to  be  lit  by  electricity ;  it  is,  however, 
doubtful  whether  the  latter  scheme  will  be  carried  out  A  con- 
cession for  an  electric  tramway  for  the  former  town  has  been 
granted  to  a  German  firm. 

The  competition  in  this  branch  was  not  less  keen  than  in 
1898,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  the  price  per  unit  of 
electric  energy,  which  forms  the  basis  for  the  concession  for  the 
electric  service  at  Warsaw,  was  7  per  cent  lower  than  the  price 
offered  bv  the  municipality. 

Nearly  all  the  efforts  which  were  made  to  introduce  the  use  Motor 
of  motor  cars  have  failed  on  account  of  the  bad  state  of  the  Polish 
roads.  The  motor  car  service  between  Piotrokoff  and  Kalish  was 
discontinued  after  about  a  week's  trial ;  that  between  Wloclawsk 
and  Lipno  was  completely  abandoned.  It  is  more  than  probable 
that  there  will  be  no  opening  whatever  for  a  long  time  to  come 
for  motor  car  builders  in  this  Consular  district ;  firstly,  because 
running  them  is  too  expensive,  and,  secondly,  on  account  of  the 
deplorable  state  of  the  Polish  roads. 
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1899  was  by  no  means  favourable  tur  the  chemical  industry  iu 
thifi  Consular  district.  The  demand  was  very  slack  on  account  of 
over-production,  so  that  prices  went  down  considerably.  Hydro- 
chloric and  nitric  acids  were  quoted  considerably  lower  than  in 
1898 ;  the  price  of  sulphuric  acid  was  maintained,  owing  to  the 
syndicate.     In  other  articles  competition  was  very  keen. 

Four  more  chemical  works  are  being  started  in  Poland. 

The  continued  development  of  the  coal  industry  during  1899, 
and  the  extension  of  the  railway  system,  which  greatly  augmented 
the  consumption,  did  not  go  hand  in  hand  with  increased  output 
of  the  pits,  which  remained  practically  stationary  for  the  last  few 
years,  and  which  was  in  fact  in  1899  less  than  that  of  1898  by 
some  3,000,000  pouds  (50,000  tons).  This  state  of  things  led  to  a 
scarcity,  which,  in  the  autumn  of  1899,  became  a  regular  coal 
famine,  affecting  not  only  industry,  but  everyday  life. 

The  price  of  coal  at  Warsaw  went  up  steadily  in  the  course  of 
1899,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table : — 


Month. 


Price  per  Ton. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May.. 

June. . 

July. 


AugUBt 

September 
October 
Norember 
December 


B. 

0. 

8 

70 

8 

80 

8 

50 

9 

0 

9 

30 

8 

95 

9 

30 

10 

0 

11 

0 

18 

0 

14 

0 

12 

0 

So  that  in  November  the  prices  were  about  60  per  cent,  higher 
than  in  January.  The  increase  in  retail  prices  attained  some  100 
to  120  per  cent.,  and  in  many  cases  even  more.  This  increase  was 
noticed  by  the  authorities,  and  inquiries  were  at  once  made  in 
order  to  alleviate  the  difBculties  and  help  the  poorer  classes  of 
the  population  of  Warsaw.  The  first  step  taken  was  the  purchase 
of  large  quantities  of  coal  by  the  municipality  in  the  Dombrowa 
coal  district,  which  were  then  sold  at  dep6ts  at  wholesale  prices  to 
the  poor  inhabitants,  the  only  restriction  being  that  one  person 
could  not  buy  more  than  one-tenth  of  a  ton  at  a  time.  It  was, 
however,  soon  seen  that  this  measure  was  inadequate,  as  it  assisted 
only  the  working  people,  whereas  the  other  classes  had  to  suffer  as 
before. 

Strong  representations  made  by  the  municipality  and  the 
Bourse  Committee,  which  were  supported  by  the  Governor-General 
of  Poland,  led  to  the  publication  of  the  permit  for  the  free  import 
of  coal  to  Warsaw,  and  at  a  reduced  rate  to  other  towns  in 
Russia,  which  permit  appeared  in  the  "  Torgowo-Promislennaia 
Gazette,"  of  January  15,  1900. 
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In  view,  however,  of  the  unprecedented  development  of  in- 
dostrr  in  Silesia,  especially  of  the  metalluigical  branch,  it  was 
diflScult  to  obtain  coal  thence  for  export,  so  that  the  first  transport 
of  foreign  coal  only  arrived  in  Warsaw  at  the  end'of  January,  and 
in  the  meanwhile  the  higli  prices  were  maintained  till  the  publi- 
cation of  an  onler  by  the  Govemor-Oeneral,  by  which  it  was  for- 
bidden under  a  heavy  penalty — deportation  to  the  government  of 
Archangel — ^to  sell  coal  at  a  higher  price  than  12  r.  per  ton,  so  that 
in  one  day  there  was  a  fall  in  price  of  some  20  per  cent,  as  it  was 
proved  that  it  was  not  only  the  development  of  trade  in  Poland 
which  produced  the  rise  in  prices,  but  in  a  great  measure  a  ring 
of  coal  dealers.  It  must  be  clearly  understood  that  the  free  import 
of  coal  affects  only  tliat  which  is  used  for  household  purposes,  and 
such  coal  is  not  allowed  to  be  used  for  industrial  purposes. 
Industry  suffered  just  as  much,  and  in  many  cases  coal  could  not 
be  obtained,  regardless  of  the  price  offered,  so  that  many  works  at 
one  time  had  to  work  short  hours,  and  in  some  cases  stop  working 
entirely. 

The  average  price  of  coal  is  at  present  50  per  cent,  higher  than 
at  the  beginning  of  1899,  and  it  is  (generally  admitted  by  pit  owners 
and  coal  merdiants  tliat  the«production  of  the  local  mines,  which 
supply  not  only  the  Vistula  provinces,  but  also  to  a  great  extent, 
Sussia  proper,  especially  neighbouring  railway  companies,  will  not 
be  large  enough  to  meet  the  demands  for  another  two  or  three 
years,  and  that  during  that  time  prices  will  not  falL  Kncouraged 
by  the  scarcity  of  coal,  a  great  many  companies  are  starting  the 
working  of  new  pits,  hut  it  will  take  a  few  years  before  the  pits 
cau  be  pn>|ierl3^  worked  and  in  a  position  to  put  coal  on  the 
market 

The  following  table  (from  the  **  Conunercial  Gazette";  shows 
the  output  of  coal  during  1899  from  the  Dombrowski  Basin  in 
Poland:— 


Coal  Mining  Companies.  Quantitj. 


lonft. 

XovmrzTvtwo  Sosnovickie. .          ..          ..  1,54^.:278 

HnbiaRcn&rd       ..  545,974 

Wnraawekie  ««,3«7 

FiUK-iukoWloBkip;  2(I7,S^4 

Kopalnia  Saturn                 ,  428,319 

TowanTslwo  Czeladzkie ;  253,826 

Kopalnia  F]or« 153,674 

Tow»rry«»two  Poremba      ..          ..          ...  H6.347 

kupalni%Jan            55,003 

To  wane  V  stwo  Grodzieckit*. .          . .          • .  38, 1 05 

Kopalnia  Mikolaj ;  1.597 

Ko}ialnia  Anton i    ..          ..          ..          •.  •  836 

Total            3,827,700 


1899  was  less  favourable  for  the  iron  and  steel  industry  i]iau  iront 
the  preceding  year ;    although    the   dividends    of  many   of  tlie  ****** 
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Polish  works  were  not  less  than  in  1898,  the  actual  profits  of  the 
diflferent  works  as  shown  in  their  balance-sheets  were  inferior. 

In  last  year's  report  it  was  pointed  out  that  opinions  as  to  the 
future  of  the  iron  industry  in  Poland  were  very  different.  The 
second  half  of  1899  and  the  beginning  of  this  year  led  one  to 
believe  that  the  boom  which  lasted  during  1896-98  is  over  and 
will  be  foUowed  by  a  period  of  over-production,  when  the  demand 
will  be  inferior  to  the  supply.  The  ct^isumption  of  iron  per  head 
of  the  population,  growing  from  year  to  year,  is  considerably  smaller 
than  in  any  of  the  Western  Countries,  but  unfortunately  too  many 
foundries  were  started  within  the  last  year  or  two  in  Poland  and 
in  other  parts  of  Sussia,  so  that  the  fresh  quantity  of  iron  which 
will  be  put  on  the  market  is  larger  than  the  quantity  of  iron 
imported  from  abroad  and  the  comparative  increase  in  the  con- 
sumption put  together.  As  an  instance  of  over-production  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  the  production  of  girders  is  put  down  at 
15,000,000  pouds,  whereas  the  consumption  is  roughly  only 
6,000,000  pouds.  Owing  to  this  and  to  the  fact  that  Germany 
(Silesia)  is  in  a  position  to  place  all  its  production  at  home,  the 
import  of  iron  from  Germany  has  nearly  ceased,  and  is  reduced  at 
present  to  the  import  of  some  exceptional  articles,  such  as  thin 
hoop  iron,  thin  sheet  iron,  &c.,  cr  in  general  terms  only  those 
articles  are  imported  which  are  not  produced  in  this  country. 

The  export  of  iron  to  Bussia  proper  has  considerably  fallen  off 
during  the  last  few  months  on  account  of  the  development  of 
the  metallurgical  industry  in  those  parts ;  the  South  of  Russia 
will  very  soon  be  entirely  supplied  by  works  which  are  very  much 
nearer  than  the  Polish,  and  which  will  consequently  compete  with 
them  successfully;  chey  will  also  be  in  a  more  advantageous 
position  as  regards  export  to  the  Far  £ast. 

Prices  remained  fairly  stationary  during  1899,  although  a 
decline  was  noticeable ;  it  continued  during  the  first  three  months 
of  this  year,  and  it  is  generally  anticipated  that  a  further  fall  will 
take  place. 

The  quality  of  iron  and  steel  made  here  is  said  to  be  equal  to 
British  and  German.  The  dividends  paid  by  the  different  works 
were  as  large  as  in  1898,  ranging  between  17  per  cent,  and  40  per 
cent.  These  dividends  encouraged  people  to  start  new  works,  but 
in  so  doing  they  forgot  that  each  new  ton  put  on  the  market 
necessitated  an  augmentation  of  the  consumption  of  iron,  and,  as 
above  mentioned,  forgot  that  the  rate  at  which  the  production 
would  increase  would  be  considerably  quicker  than  that  of  the 
consumption. 

]!n  previous  reports  attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  still  a  good  openir  g  for  special  lines  in  the  iron  industry,  as 
quite  80  per  cent,  of  the  machijxes  used  in  this  part  of  Kussia 
are  imported  from  abroad,  notwithstanding  the  duty  of  2  r.  10  c. 
per  poud,  which  represents  in  many  C€wes  between  50  per  cent 
and  100  per  cert,  of  the  value  of  the  machine. 

The  following  figures,  which  were  brought  to  m)'  notice  only 
the  other  day  will  prove  the  above : — 
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Name  of  MaohiiM. 

Prioe 

at  Frontier. 

Dutj. 

Steam  engine 

Boiler 

Turning  machine          •  •         •  • 

£ 

100 

600 

360 

00 

£ 

70 

400 

270 

S8 

It  is  evident  that  this  high  duty  enables  machine  factories  to 
derite  great  profits,  and  that  British  works  desiring  to  do  business 
in  Russia  would  find  a  good  field  open  to  them. 

The  statistics  relating  to  the  production  of  iron  in  Poland  have 
not  yet  been  published. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Taganrog  ani  District  for 

the  Year  1899 

By  Mr.  Consul  Hunt. 

(Beceived  at  Foreign  Office,  May  16, 1900.) 

The  harvest  of  1899  in  this  district,  although  with  respect  to  ^^^^^  *»d«- 
both  quantity  and  quality  it  was  better  than  in  the  previous  year, 
was  nevertheless  unsatisfactory  and  considerably  below  the 
average,  excepting  in  the  case  of  rye,  the  yield  of  which  was 
large,  and  the  grain  of  superior  quality.  The  yield  of  wheat  and 
barley  was  small  in  quantity,  but  the  quality  was  fine,  especially 
as  regards  hard  wheat,  which  was  of  good  colour  and  heavy 
weight. 

The  weather  during  the  time  of  harvesting  was  fine  and  dry, 
and  the  grain  was  threshed  and  warehoused  in  good  sound  con* 
dition.  The  prices  of  all  cereals  were  high  and  steady  throughout 
the  autumn,  and  the  shortness  of  quantity  kept  them  up,  so  that 
the  producer,  to  a  certain  extent,  did  not  experience  so  disastrous 
a  loss  by  the  failure  of  the  crop  as  he  would  otherwise  have 
done. 

The  average  prices  were :  for  hard  wheat,  10  r.  to  10  r.  50  c. ; 
for  barley,  6  r.  to  6  r.  50  c. ;  and  for  rye,  7  r.  to  7  r.  50  c.  per 
chetwert.  The  stocks  in  town  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  ex- 
tremely small,  say : — 


Hard  wheat 
Barley 


Quantity. 


Clietwerts. 

100,000 

25,000 


Rye I  80,000 


As  the  quantity  of  goods  in  store  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in 
ordinary  years,  is  from  600,000  to  800,000  chetwerts,  and  the 
hard  wheat  stock  mentioned  above  contained  a  good  deal  of  damp 
stuff  left  over  from  1898,  it  may  be  seen  that  the  crop  of  hard 
wheat  for  1899  was  a  great  failure. 
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fhid  temit  9i  ^^  crop  iii  the  other  south-e^otmi  pia^Yinces 
was  as  follows : — 

The  f)M)8t  favoured  provinces  were  thpse  of  tjie  lo^er  basin  of 
the  Vdga,  although  eveli  there  winds  and  storms  caused  a  great 
loss  of  grain  from  the  ears. 

Azima  wheat  and  eftts  ia  eoiae  parts  of  the  provinces  of 
Ekaterinoslav,  Saratov,  Samara,  Astrakhan,  and  the  Don  Cossack 
territory  gave  unsatisfactory  and  even  bad  results. 

Rye  gave  a  harvest  50  per  cent,  below  the  average  in  the 
following  districts: — Provinces  of  Voronej,  Saratov,  Samara, 
Astrakhan,  Ekaterinoslav,  and  Don  Cossack  territory. 

The  crop  of  spring  wheat  was  very  bad  in  the  best  part  of  the 
south-eastern  provinces,  with  the  exception  of  some  localities  ia 
tl^e  Sl^aterinoslay.  Ast^klian,  Samaixt,  Saratov,  th^  Don  Pqs^ack 
and  the  south-west)  part  of  tjie  Kubap  territories,  where,  although 
not  so  bad,  it  was  still  below  the  average. 

Nearly  all  the  i^itli-^iVtoi^  prQviuices  suffered  from  un- 
favourable weather  during  harvest  time,  which  caused  a  lack  of 
working  hand|,  |||^4  ^M^^wUjr  Jugb  fwm  for  the  available 
workmen. 

Out  of  (iie  ^3  bef^cjiltiyi^iing  proyiqjCf9  of  Ru^^^  fof  sugar 
manufacturing  ^urposefi,  twp  ^re  ii^  t]^i^  Ooi^sular  distript^  y^., 
yoronej  and  JSamara. 

The  harves|;  in  these  provi^ices  in  1899  has  bepQ  considerably 
betfer  thaQ  m  the  previous  years.  Tbe  f^verage  yield  pep  aqre  has 
^en  6-586  tons. 

Table  showing  the  Results  of  the  Beetroot  Crops  for  tihe 
Yews  1899-^. 


Qoanfei^. 

jTrOTinoe. 

1899. 

iqps. 

^^: 

1^. 

y«rofi^..         ...         .. 

Poods. 
|'066i«70 

Poods. 

Poods. 

Poada.' 

Bqn^to 

lfi,iOM,77a 

Tons. 
198,86f 

miai^cio 

Tons 
168,262 

^ons. 
196,662 

8,629,400 

Tons. 
156,688 

Some  i^^teresting  figures  with  regard  to  ^  piiesiiiit  and  future 
state  of  thio  South  Russian  mining  industry  wei^e  placed  before 
the  South  Ikuwian  Mining  Conference,  recently  heid  at  Kharkov. 
The  questions  dealt  with  wece  :-^Thd  stock  of  unworked  ixon-ore 
in  the  south,  the  likely  quantity  of  it  required  by  the  southern 
iro^w^x^  Wd  ^e  fOfrerbed^  put^ide  ^I^  ^^V^  ^^^^  which 
(i^wU  hfi  (iOjwit^  gik  to  fujpply  ^ihv  irw-jmaking  iii4iisto)r.  The 
^(^m-tim  w^^^  i^^  WQi^mg  out  c^  import  m  tbe  ojbpve 
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qii68ti0ii8|  al6o  determined  tbe  condiMoii  of  the  Gast-iro&i^si^l,  Und 
iron  indusiries  in  1899.  As  a  reaulfc  of  their  studying  tjiose  (jueB- 
tions,  the  eommittee  ws|d  able  to  point. out  the  principal  items 
of  the  future  condition  of  meiallurgy  in  the  south  of  Russia. 

At  the  present  time  the  knowii  iron-ore   districts  in  the  souih  «<>»  ore 
ftte^^(a)/riYoy.Rot  and  neighbourhoq^,  (6)  Doneta  Basin,  (c)«^^£'»^"^ 
Kertch.  Peiiinsulaj    (d)    Korsack    Mogila,    (p)    Government    of  ^        ^ 
Voronej. 

(a)  fCrivon  Bcfg  and  j^eighbmirkopd. — This  ilistt jet  Ijas  a  fcrtal 
stock  of  abbutj  9d|do6,000.ton9.    Takitig  into  consideration  tnai  ' 
189*^  tfie  stock  wa?  calculated  to  ^e  aWt  §2,000,000  toils,  ail^ 
1898  about  SSjOOOjOOd  tons^.alsb  that  ftew  ore-beds  are  being  ( 
ooVereKlj  tlie  committee  considers  itself  Justified  in  Asserting  thai 
the  auestion  of  siopke  o| Jrem-pre  had  .a  vejy,  satisfao'lory  aspect 
a^  jtritpy  Bpgi  whjioh  wiU  enable  the  iron  industry  of  the  south 
of  Bussia  to  be  well  supplied  with  the  e^fiiole  for  at  least  anothei> 
30  mn. 

(6)  ffaneti  ^a^w.7--The  cmtput  df  irc?n-ore  in  this,  district  js 
gradusillf  grc)wing)  thus  in  1896  tie  iotai  output  was  alxxut  90.000 
tons ;  in  1897,  IHOOO  toiij ;  in  1898i  122,000  tons  5  alict  foi\l900 
there  is  a  demaud  by  the  principeil  fttctori^s  in  tbe  nbighbouf^ 
hood  for  About  ^06,00Q  tona,  .    , 

(c)  Kertch  Pemn^/a.— -Last  j^uv  the  6took.of  Kettcb  ox»  W|Ui 
calculated  to  be.  about  460,000>000  toxidi.  while  uowj  at  all  the 
mines,  it  may  be  safely  put  down  as  6^6,000jb00  tOtie*  The 
average  analysis  of  the  Sertfeh  ore  is  as  fbllows  :^ 


fc::    ::    ::    ::    ::    :: 

SiO« (about) 

Ik  ;:      ..      .:      :;        .  ,. 

S  (a  very  imall  quantity,'  t6t  in6r6  thaxi) 


^ii  tM: 


1^1 
17 
1 
0-05 


Experiija^pts  imvfi  fceen  mad0,of  casting  iron  from  titixtures.  Of 
Kertch  aiid  ^riyoy  Egg  ores;  whicu,ga^e  very  favourable  results. 
The  demand, ^orKertcli  ore  in  19U0  by  the  Southern  factories 
will.be  over  100,000  tons. 

Notwithstanding  the  favourable  aspect  of  the  above-mentioiied . 
figures,  it  must  be  taken  into  consideration  that  .with  the.  Con- 
struction of  new  ironworks  the  demand  ior  ore  ^Jll  (lugiuent,  and 
will  exceed  3^500,000  toi;is  per  year.  In  view  o£  thisj  the  com- 
mittee came  to  the  conclusion  fhat,  the  principal  conditiotis  for 
the  regular  development  of  the  South  Russian  iron  industry 
are:— ^,  .   .,  ..        ,   ..  ,     , 

1.  The  conservation,  pf^  the  protective  dutiH  now  in  force  on 
cast-iron,  iron,^and  steel  idr  at  leasit  another  eight  jears, 

2.  the  prohibition  pt  import  df  foreign  Orq  fre^e  of  d\ity.  ,^ 

3.  the  reduction  of  the  railway  tariff  on  ore  from  tlie  Donetz, 
Kertch,  Caucasus,  Krivoy  Hog,  and  Central  Eussia. 
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4.  Government  researches  for  iron-ore  jlu  the  Ural  Basin  for 
the  supply  of  southern  factories  with  that  ore. 

5.  A  more  adequate  quantity  of  rolling-stock  on  the  railways 
in  the  industrial  districts  for  the  supply  of  mineral  fuel. 

6.  The  building  of  a  branch  line  from  Nicopol  to  Ekaterinosiav 
to  facilitate  the  transport  of  manganese  ore  to  the  factories  in  the 
Dnieper  Basin. 

7.  Government  researches  in  the  vicinity  of  the  projected 
new  Ekaterina  railway,  and  also  at  Korsack  Mogila  near 
Berdiansk. 

The  coal  famine  in  the  end  of  1899  has  caused  many  opinions 
to  be  expressed  as  to  its  origin  and  cause.  An  authority  on  the 
question  has  predicted  that  the  present  year  will  be  without 
aoubt  **an  expensive  and  difficult  year  for  users  of  coal."  The 
following  figures  prove  clearly  that  the  allegation  is  perfectly 
correct  The  output  for  1900  is  calculated  at  452,977,300  poods, 
and  the  demand  480,912,750  poods,  that  is,  the  demand  exceeds 
the  supply  by  nearly  28,000,000  poods  (over  450,000  tons).  All  the 
consumera  have  increased  their  demand:  the  railways  by  54*67 
per  cent. ;  salt  mines  and  works,  22'8  per  cent. ;  sugar  factories, 
341  per  cent. ;  metallurgical  works,  96  per  cent. ;  and  the  muni- 
cipal and  private  stores  will  require  1,500,000. tons. 

Out  of  the  total  quantity  of  mineral  fuel  required  for  1900 
there  are  6,000,000  tons  of  coal  (bituminous),  1,500,000  tons  of 
coke,  and  500,000  tons  of  anthracite. 

For  the  transport  of  all  this  quantity  of  fuel  800,000  railway 
wagons  will  be  required. 

The  quantity  of  coal  transported  from  mines  in  this  district 
during  1899  was  5,936,262  tons,  the  previous  year  gave  5,100,070 
tons.  Besides  coal,  the  Donetz  Basin  exported  693,436  tons  of 
coke. 

The  production  of  salt  at  Bakhmut  in  1899  amounted  to 
429,785  tons. 

The  36  working  wells  at  Grosni,  in  the  Ter  territory,  gave 
390,323  tons  of  naphtha  during  1899 

The  total  catch  of  fish  in  the  Azov,  near  Taganrog,  for  the  year 
1899  has  been  satisfactory  : — 945,000  poods  of  white  fish  to  the 
value  of  190,159/.,  and  5,250  poods  of  red  fish  valued  at  3,672/., 
making  a  total  value  of  193,831/.  The  preceding  year's  catch 
gave  a  sum  of  58,512/.  The  general  name  of  white  fish  comprises 
the  sandre,  the  bream,  and  the  carp.  Red  fish,  the  sturgeon 
family. 

British  shipping  and  navigation  opened  on  March  28  and  closed 
towards  the  end  of  November. 

There  were  only  229  British  steamers  of  339,414  tons  that 
entered'  and  cleared  from  Taganrog  during  1899.  Out  of  this 
number  five  vessels  arrived  with  cargoes  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  nine  from  Antwerp,  one  from  Italy,  and  seven  from 
Russian  ports,  with  part  cargoes  of  grain  and  seed  to  com- 
plete. Their  cargoes  were :  from  Antwerp,  7,483  tons  of  bricks, 
fire-clay,    cement,    hides,    machinery,    &c.;    from    the    United 
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Kingdom  5,038  tons  of  sewing  machinca,  pig-iron,  tar,  carbolic 
oil,  (fee. ;  from  Italy  otahges,  Icnioiis,  and  oil. 

Of  the  clearances,  12  steamers  out  of  the  15  that  arrived 
with  cargoes  left  for  Mariuy^l  to  fltiish  discharging  foreign  goods  ; 
two  left  in  ballast,  and  28  partly  loaded  for  liussian  ports.  The 
remaining  187  ships  left  for  foreign  ports  with  full  cargoes  of 
grain,  seed,  oilcake,  and  wool. 

The  total  foreign  shipping  in  1899  consisted  of  219  steamers  ^'®f " 
of  334,538  tons,  and  138  sailing  vessels  of  34,484  tons ;  making '  ^^^^' 
with  the  British  shipping  a  grand  total  of  586  vessels  of  708,436 
tons.      One  small  steamer  of  90  tons  which  entered  this  port 
under  the  Greek  flag  passed  under  the  Itussian  flag  and  remained 
here  for  the  service  in  the  roAds. 

The  Greek  vessels  are  yearly  increasing  both  in  number  and 
capacity,  and  have  every  prospect  of  monc^lising  the  Mediter- 
ranean trade  with  the  Azov  ports.  There  were  152  steamers  of 
213^649  tons,  and  105  sailing  vessels  of  29,118  tons  belonging  to 
the  Greek  flag  during  the  navigation  of  1899.  Since  1898  a 
regular  line  of  steamers  has  been  established  between  German 
ports  and  the  Azov,  so  that  during  the  past  year  eight 
Grerman  steamers  of  17,901  tons  arrived  at  this  port  as  against  one 
steamer  of  2,418  tons  in  1898.  The  other 'countries  show  but 
little  difference  (see  table  on  next  page). 

The  fluctuations  of  the  freight  market  duritig  the  navigation  of  J^hta, 
1899  were  m  follows  :^ 

United  Kingdom  and  Continent. 


Month. 

United  KiagaDm  and 
Botterdftm. 

Hamburg. 

Front— 

^0- 

From — 

To- 

April 

my 

June • 

July 

August « 

September        .  •         « . 

October 

KoTember 

*.    d. 
10    0 
10    8 
9    6 
9    9 
12    0 
12    9 
12    0 
12    6 

*.    d. 

11  6 

12  3 
10    6 
10    0 

13  3 

14  8 
14    3 
14    0 

8.      d, 

10    6 
10    6 
10    0 
12    3 

12  6 

13  0 

12  e 

13  6 

*.    d. 
11    0 
18    9 
10    3 
18    6 
18    6 
14    e 
14    6 
14    8 

(584) 
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Meditebbaneak  Ports. 


Month. 

ICarieillet. 

Genoa. 

t                     _ 

From — 

To- 

From— 

To- 

April 

ilay 

June 

Julj 

August 

Septomber 

October..         ..         •• 

Norember 

Fr.    c. 

10  50 

11  0 
10    75 

10  50 

11  75 

12  50 
18    50 
18    25 

Fr.    c. 

10  60 

11  0 
10    75 

10  50 

11  75 

13  0 

14  0 
13    25 

Fr.    c 

10  50 

11  0 
10    75 

10  60 

11  75 

12  50 

13  50 
18    25 

Fr.    c. 

10  50 

11  0 
10    75 

10  50 

11  75 
IS      0 
14      0 
13    25 

KxporU.  The  value  of  the  last  year's  exports  from  this  port  shows  a  slight 

increase  on  1893.  The  value  of  cereals  exported  was  5,431,070/. 
out  of  the  total  of  5,688,729/.  of  all  articles  exported.  The  figures 
for  1898  were:— 5,402,628/.  for  cereals  and  5,601,437/.' total.  A 
detailed  list  of  exports  is  given  on  the  following  page. 

Imports.  As  may  be  seen  from  Annex  C,  there  is  an  increase  on  most 

articles  of  import  for  1899,  making  a  total  value  of  619,385/.  as 
compared  with  510,868/.  for  1898. 

Exchange.  The  exchange  in  1899  has  kept  fairly  steady  between  9  r.  40  c. 

and  9  r.  45  c.  per  1/.  All  calcidations  in  this  report  have  been 
made  at  the  latter  rate. 


Annex  A. — ^Betxtrn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Taganrog 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

St«am. 

Toty. 

Nationality. 

Munberof 
Veneis. 

TOIM. 

Number  of 
VeiMlt. 

Tons. 

Nomberof 
TeMeU. 

Tom. 

United  Kingdom... 

... 

229 

889.414 

229 

889,414 

Greece       

105 

29,113 

182 

213,649 

257 

242,76'i 

lUlr          

I 

824 

32 

66,880 

88 

67,654 

Auttria-Hunsary... 

... 

... 

14 

28,915 

14 

28,916 

Turkey      

82 

4,647 

... 

... 

82 

4,647 

Germany 

••• 

... 

17,901 

8 

17,901 

Netberlandt 

... 

... 

2,164 

1 

2,164 

Norway     

..• 

... 

6,044 

8 

6,044 

Rasaia       

... 

„ 

2,786 

2 

2,786 

Boumanla 

... 

219 

1 

219 

Belgium    

... 

... 

4,098 

2 

4,r93 

Spain         

... 

... 

&,S49 

8 

5,849 

I>fnmark 

... 

^ 

1,688 

1 

1,63J 

Total      

138 

84,484 

448 

678,962 

596 

708,436 

„    fur  the  year 

preceding    ... 

108 

27,680 

468 

622,926 

566 

C50,6U6 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Taganrog 
during  the  Years  18Q9-98. 


1899. 

1898. 

Articles. 

. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Wheat 

Quarters 

1,791,908 

2,601,916 

2,277,187 

3,238,417 

Bye 

yi 

1,295,648 

1,237,769 

982,951 

980,337 

Barley 

»» 

1,603,546 

1,440,886 

1,196,889 

928,399 

Oat« 

ti 

4,496 

3,965 

3,287 

1,104 

It 

695 

357 

1,180 

519 

Linseed 

j» 

80,125 

158,090 

125,988 

218,721 

U 

88,607 

84,648 

45,268 

40,181 

Wool 

Tons      .. 

768 

52,820 

1,143 

64,012 

Oil-cake      .. 

»        •  • 

1,528 

40,086 

3,956 

12,461 

Flour 

i>        •  • 

548 

4,315 

78 

714 

Maccaroni  .. 

n              *  * 

16 

262 

4 

43 

Butter 

f»           •  • 

1,032 

74,461 

1,140 

71,796 

Caviare  (red) 

.,      (black)      .. 

»f           •  • 

1,226 

41,828 

1,263 

30,853 

»           •  • 

9 

•      3,028 

20 

6,116 

SaltfiBh      .. 

n           •  • 

210 

6,626 

27 

353 

Tallow 

i»          •• 

158 

5,335 

365 

11,492 

Hides 

i»          •  • 

1 

51 

8 

269 

Sundries     . . 

II          •  • 

•  • 

29,957 

•• 

700 

Total 

, , 

6,688,729 

•• 

5,601,437 

Annex  C. — ^Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Taganrog 
^ during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 


OUtcs    .. 
Carobs  .. 
Fruit,  nuts,  Slo.  . 
Oil 

Carbolic  acid    .  • 
Wrought-iron  .. 
Tiles  and  fire-bricks 
Cast-iron 
Tools     . . 

Machinery  and  parts 
Sewing  machines 
Steel      .. 
Wine  and  spirits 
Besin    ..         •• 
Hides,  salted    . . 
„     tanned  .. 
Ammonia 
Tanning  substance 
Quartz  •• 
Tar 

Plumbago 
Wax  .. 
Sundries 


imi 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Total 


Tons. 

271 

2,537 

3,042 

2,321 

280 

2,394 

4,626 

5,436 

2 

295 

345 

716 

729 

2,447 

543 

16 

1,680 

663 

228 

70 

8 


£ 

11,662 

30,373 

162,604 

144,677 

6,516 

31,762 

12,748 

28,531 

473 

68,127 

15,344 

21,151 

35,887 

28,898 

14,247 

2,873 

6,186 

867 

1,347 

1,006 

698 

16,519 


619,886 


1898. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

30 

1,530 

3,175 

1,530 

221 

2,945 

4,206 

2,024 

2 

164 

253 

656 

668 

1,870 

201 

17 

166 


Value. 


£ 

1,200 

16,144 

130,818 

90,680 

2,990 

76,800 

4,794 

22,986 

185 

4,984 

66,900 

14,646 

80,955 

18,042 

8,881 

407 

7,762 


12,896 


610,868 
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Mr.  Vice-Cousul  Wanlri*!)  reports  as  foIlDWs: — 
Bftilway.  The  most  important  evont  of  tlic  year  is  the  construction  of  a 

railway  tiniting  Xertc]i  to  Western  Europe.  Tlic  lino  was  com- 
pletely laid  oa  far  as  tlie  town  station,  abor.t  2  miles  from  the 
town,  by  the  end  of  February.  The  following  are  Ihe  staticma  and 
platforms,  beginning  from  Vladislavovka,  tlie  first  station  north  of 
Thecdosia  on  the  Jankoi  lino : — 

Parpatch,  12  vowts;  Kiyat,  24  versts;  Sem  Kolodzei,  33  Tersts; 
Oisul,  45  versts ;  Zamorsk,  50  versts ;  Salyn,  67  versts ;  Bagerowa, 
77  versU ;  Kertch>  85  versts. 

The  direction  taken  is  east  with  a  northerly  trend,  aj^rently 
in  order  to  keep  away  from  the  Black  Sea.  Zamorsk  is  the  nearest 
point  to  the  Sea  of  Azov.  Tlie  country  traversed  is  flat  and  barren, 
and  is  iftot  likely  to  yield  much  freight.  Branch  lines  {rom  Kertch 
to  the  ironworks  on  the  Yenikale  Boad  and  to  the  fortre«i  are  to 
be  made  during  the  year.  On  the  other  side  of  Kertch  Strait,  the 
nearest  railway  line  is  at  Novorossiisk,  a  distance  of  about  70 
miles. 
Shipping.  The  Azov  shipping  trade  has  again  been  dull  during  the  past 

year.  The  total  number  of  vessels  which  received  pratique  at 
Kertch  during  1899  was  863  (of  which  655  were  steamers) ;  total 
tonnage  794,884  as  compared  with  785,709  tons  in  1898. 

British  shipping  in  1899  consisted  of  310  steamships  and  one 
sailing  vessel,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  427,989  (54  per  cent  of  the 
whole)  against  487,256  tons  (62  per  cent,  of  the  whole)  in  the 
preceding  year.  Among  the  reasons  assigned  for  this  diminution 
may  be  mentioned  the  difference  between  the  British  regulations 
for  the  loading  of  grain  cargoes  and  those  of  other  countries. 
Greek  and  Italian  steamers  are  not  only  worked  at  smaller  expense 
on  account  of  lower  wages  to  crews  and  a  less  liberal  scale  of 
ptoviaions,  &c.,  but  they  actually  carry  at  least  10  per  cent, 
perhaps  15  per  cent.,  more  cargo  than  the  Board  of  Trade  rules 
allow. 

It  is  a  subject  for  regret  that  so  large  a  number  of  the  erews  of 
the  British  ships  which  visit  this  port  are  foreigner  ilicuffieiently 
Isained  for  the  sea.  Considerable  interest  was  aroused  by  the 
•frival,  with  cargo,  of  tt  imart  littl«  ketch  of  80  tons  from  London ; 
the  voyage  proved  a  very  successful  one.  Such  veaaris  must  be 
adorable  schools  for  young  seamen. 

A  signal  tilation  is  Do  be  establiahed  shortly. 
Pilotage.  The  whole  system  of  pilotage  hcts  been  re-organised  and  placed 

iu  the  hands  of  a  guild  of  pilots.  Pilotage  is  now  compulsory 
tfait)ughout  the  whole  length  of  the  channel,  and  the  (bllowing 
charges  are  made : — 

{a.)  Between  Tuzla  Lightship  and  Kertch  Roads,  3  e*  per  last 
of  2  tonfi  net 

(6.)  Between  Tuzla  Lightship  and  Yenikale  Lightlioy«>  7  c 
pet  last. 

Pilots  may  also  be  okteoied  to  any  Azov  port  at  tixad  charges. 
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It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  increased  charges  levied  under 
the  new  rules  will  be  compensated  by  increased  safety  of  naviga- 
tion. 

The  construction  of  a  port  has  again  been  postponed  indefinitely,  Port, 
although  a  scheme  has  been  approved. 

During  the  year  one  cargo  of  about  3,500  tons  of  salt  was  carried  Salt. 
in' a  British  ship  from  Kertch  to  Eiga.     This  is  now  the  only  form 
of  coasting  trade  open  to  foreign  shipping  in  Russia. 

From  the  annexed  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  the  value  of  goods  Imporu. 
imported  from  Great  Britain  has  increased  during  the  year.  This 
is  a  new  market  gained,  for  until  1898  there  was  practically  no 
direct  import  trade  from  Great  Britain.  To  the  amount 
given  in  the  table  it  is  necessary  to  add  about  40,000Z.,  vakie 
of  a  dredger  from  the  Clyde,  which  arrived  under  the  Russian 
flag  and  does  not  therefore  appear  among  the  imports. 

A  storm  of  extraordinary  violence  froze  up  the  Strait  of  Kertch  Fwlierie*. 
on  December  20,  and  it  was  not  until  February  17  that  the  entrance 
was  temporarily  clear  of  ice.  The  herrings  were  driven  out  to 
the  Black  Sea  by  the  severity  of  the  weather,  to  the  profit  of 
Novorossiisk  and  other  salt  water  ports,  and  to  the  loss  of  Kertch 
fishermen.  The  total  catch  in  this  district  for  this  season  does  not 
exceed  2,000,000,  and  the  price  has  been  comparatively  high — 
21  10s.  to  6/.  per  1,000.  Of  other  kinds  of  fish,  the  quautity  taken 
is  insignificant. 

The  whole  extent  of  the  Prefecture  of  Kertch-Yenikale  is  ^pi-iculture. 
about  42,000  acres.  The  system  under  which  agriculture  is 
carried  on  is  such  that  the  land  is  ploughed  and  sowed  for 
three  years  consecutively  and  then  lies  fallow,  the  fallow  lands 
being  periodically  put  under  hay.  It  is  only  the  Italian  market 
gardeners  who  manure  their  ground.  The  agricultural  implements 
in  use  are  ploughs,  harrows,  rollers,  seed-lips,  reapers,  horse-rakes, 
fanners  and  st-eam  threshers. 

The  areas  sown  in  1899  were  as  follows : — 


Winter  wheat 

Spring 

Barley     . . 

Oats 

Rje 

Potatoes  .  • 

Linseed  «• 


Amount  of 

Area. 

Seed    ' 

per  Acre. 

Acres. 

Lbs. 

8,202 

100 

5,886 

106 

2,203 

106 

880 

118 

122 

230 

1,600 

2,397 

22 
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the  yield  of  tlie  most  important  of  thefee  in  i89S  was : — 


ToM 
Harrett. 

Yield 
per  Arpe, 

Winter  whefit 

Spring        „ 

Pofoto^s 

QuartcfK. 

19,674 

8,(108 

tons. 

447^ 

BnshBli. 

m 

4 

Toni  (ateui). 

It  iB  to  be  noted  that  the  quantity  of  grain  exported  from 
Kertoh  includes  a  lurge  amount  from  the  Taman  fenin^iiU, 
The  average  prices  ner6 : — Wheat,  1/.  6i  4d.  per  quarter  i  barley, 
Idi,  2d,  per  quarter ;  oats,  19«.  6rf,  per  quarter ;  potatoes,  3»,  44 
per  owt, 

The  relatively  high  temperature  and  the  abiiqdance  of  snow 
and  rain  during  the  winter,  1898-9,  had  a  favouriible  effect  on  the 
props,  Field  labour  began  in  the  seoond  week  of  Marot;  ploughing 
went  on  all  the  winter ;  the  harvest  of  spring  wheat  began  abou^ 
the  middle  of  July,  the  hay  harvest  on  May  21.  I.'he  yield  of 
winter  sowinga  was  good,  of  spring  sowings  very  bad.  Hay  was 
lower  in  quality,  but  more  abundant  that  usual;  price  from 
li.  ISl  6d.  to  2L  per  ix)n. 
Agrioultana  Field  labour  Was  comparatlyely  dear  in  the  early  part  of  t|ie 
labotur.  season,  and  the  demand  for  hands  considerably  exceeded  thd 

supply.  Later  on,  ii^  time  for  tl^e  .wheat  harvest,  there  was  ta 
abundant  supply  of  labouters  end  the  prices  iell.  The  men  come 
for  the  season  from  the  Governments  of  Poltavai  Chernigov;  and 
Kiev;  they  work  for  a  daily  wage,  for  the  season,  or. on  pifeCe- 
work  The  average  rates,  of  wages  were:  jnowers,  during  hay 
harvest,  28.  2d,;  wheat  harvest,  2«.  Id.;  haymakers.  Is,  6d,; 
harvesters,  is,  ^d. ;  women,  Is.  and  Is.  3d. 
Fruit  and  The  area  under  fruit  and  vegetables  was  1,675  acres.    The  crop 

Tegetables.       ^^^  j^  g^^^j  oug. 

The  following  afe  thfe  varieties  of  ^apes  gro,wn  for  the  table : 
Chaush,  Shabash  and  Muscat.  For  wiiie:  Itiesling,  St.  jEmilion, 
Cabernet,  Bbrdeaux.  Average  prices  (per  poud  of  36  lbs.  English) : 
grapes,  4s.  9d. ;  apples,  4s.  4d ;  pears,  4s.  4rf. ;  peaches,  6s.  6d. ; 
apricots,  3s.  lOd. ;  water  melons,  4c?. ;  tomatoes .  (per  box),  Is. ; 
mad-apples  (per  100),  Is.  6rf. ;  onions  (per  poud),  Is.  id. ;  cabbage 
(per  poud),  Is.  3d, 

No  figures  can  be  bbUiined  as  to  the  quantity  of  wine  produced. 
The  prices  of  ordinary  wine  (white  or  red)  per  gallon  were :  one 
year  old,  Is.  7d.  to  3s.  2d. ;  two  years  old,  3s.  2d.  to  4s.  9d. ;  three 
years  old,  4s.  9d.  to  7s.  lOc^.  All  the  wine  grown  is  consumed  in 
the  district. 
Howes  and  There  is  very  little  stock  raising,  and  the  district  is  to  a  great 

cattle.  extent  dependent  on  Taman,  from  which  place  about  4,000  oxen 

and  5,000  cows  are  purchased  annually.    The  following  is  the 


Digitized  by 


Goog  e 


kERTCH.  1^ 

stock  census  for  last  year :  tiorses,  2,917 ;  horned  cattle,  5,458 ; 
sheep,  3,.036 }  swina,  1,180;  gg^ts,  15^  camels,  11.  Prices  per 
lb. :  beef,  2^^. ;  muttpfl,  3|rf. ;  pork  and  veai,  Sd, 

There  is  some  small  production  of  butter  in  excess  of  local  ^^^7  produce 
requirements,  and  shipments  ^tB  made  to   the   Caucasus,  Asia  ^^  ^^  ^''^' 
Minor,  and  Constai^tmQpJ,e,     Tfee  priop  ia  8d.  per  }]).  in  sijxiginjer. 
The  pjc^ltry  raised  is  jflsufficient  for  ^  needs  of  the  district, 
aad  I0i0,000  ^gs  were  brought  ia  from  other  places  during  the 
ycj^. 

AcAording  to  official  returns,  the  population  of  the  Prefecture  Population. 
H^^  estimated  at  44,6Q8  on  January  1, 1900,  with  an  es|}|):)^ted 
aiwual  death  rate  of  24  per  1,000  and  a  l^irth  rate  of  42. 

Tiie  number  of  industrial  eatablishmpnts  is  519,  with  a  total  Industrial 
of  2,590  hands,    fhe  latter  number  is  likely  to  be  u^f^  than  ®^*^^P™«*- 
j|o|ibled  during  190Q.    Most  of  the  existing  factories  aa?e  on  a  yery 
84fiall  seale,  and  the  list  includes  even  tailors'  shops,  laundries  and 
the  like. 

Th^  existing  companies  are  busily  p.t  work  preparing  for  a  Ironworks, 
large  output.     One  of  them  is  expected  to  have  its  blast  furnaces 
at  work  before  this  report  ^'iH  ^pear  in  print.    The  whole  district 
is   being  prospected,  and   new  concessions   are  being  oflfered  to 
capitalists. 

Those  who  are  interested  in  petroleum  might  do  well  to  pay  Petroleom. 
a  visit  to  the  peninsulas  of  Kertch  and  Tam^.     Severed  years 
ago  an  attempt  was  made  to  work  the  oil  at  Chongelek  near 
hare,  but  without  success. 

During  the  last  few  years  the  town  has  madp  great  progress  Munioipal 
Tlie  streets  are  cleaner  and  better  lighted,  the  water  supply  has  ^orks. 
b^n  improved,  and  there  has  been  much  planting  of  treea 

In  last  year's  report  attention  was  drawn   to  a  coacession  Electric 
ofifere4  by  the  municipality  for  the  electric  li{^ting  of  the  town^«^i*^««^d 
^.nd  the  building  of  an  electric  tramway,  but  the  soheme  has*™°^^*^" 
not  yet    been   carried  out.    Municipal   contracts  in  Eussia  are 
seldom  of  such  a  chtiracter   that  British  firms   would  consider 
them  businesslike.    Yet  those  who  care  to  work  up  the  matter 
en  the  spot  often  find  that  the  apparent  difficulties  are  easy  to 
overcome,  and  that  there  is  money  to  be  made. 

For  the  fifth  year  in  succession  this  report  must  end  in  the  ProspocU  of 
same  way,  that  is  by  appealing  to  commercial  men  to  visit  Kertch  B^twl^tofade. 
and  investigate  the  possibilities  of  the  market.     A  ameJl  capital 
USq4  ii^  ^tairting  a  general  store  for  the  sale  of  British  products 
would  ^n  all  probability  be  well  invested,  and  the  deme^  would 
increase  rapidly,  for  this  is  really  a  growing  country. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of   Kertch 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


SalUnff. 

8tamo. 

Total. 

Country. 

Number  of 
Vemela. 

Tone. 

NambOTOf 
Yemeli. 

Ton*. 

Number  of 
Yeeieta. 

Tone. 

United  Kingdom... 

Bnnia       „.       ... 

Greece      

I  Torfcej     .« 

.Holland     

t  Italy         

tnennuuk 

t  AnitriA-Hnngary 

Gennany 

1 
6 

1 
20 

80 
1,517 

815 
1,667 

16 
22 

21,009 

716 

24,614 

2,077 

84 

12,609 

2,678 

1,180 

1,627 

16 

8 

28 

22 

1 
10 
2 

1 
1 

21,069 

12,660 
2,678 
M80 
1,627 

Total     

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ••• 

27 
19 

8,479 
2,429 

67 
78 

66»268 
90,961 

84 
92 

69,782 
98,880 

Cleared. 


Bailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Coutiy. 

Number  of 
Veasela. 

-,^_          Number  of        -,__, 

Number  of 
YeaKli. 

Tool. 

United  Kingdom ... 
ttuMia      ... 

Greece      

Turkey     

Italy         

Denmark  ... 
Austria-Hungary 
Germany 

1 
3 
1 
19 

80                  14 

226                    2 

815      1            21 

l,3i6      1              2 

1            10 

1              2 

!!!               1 
1 

19,87S 

l,«7 
24,604 

2,076 
12,669 

2.678 
921 

1,627 

15 
6 

22 

21 

10 

2 

1 

1 

19,466 

1,468 
24,819 

8,401 
12,668 

2,678 
921 

1,527 

Total     

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

24 

18 

1,946      1            68 
762      :            72 

64,777 
90,905 

77 
86 

66,723 
91,667 

Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Kertch 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


1899 

1898. 

ArbdoB. 

Quantity.  > 

Value. 

Quantify. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Iron  and  steel  wares 

and  maohinerj 

Tons  .. 

930        1 

27.765 

1,615 

47,328 

rireday  and  firebiicki 

i»    •  • 

500        1 

453 

12,935 

20,562 

Steel  steamers 

Number 

2 

26,250 

1 

2,678 

Iron  barges    •  • 

>» 

. . 

,. 

6 

7,326 

Tobacco 

Tons  .. 

**   i 

1,182 

5 

1,801 

Knts 

»»    •• 

1 

20 

132 

Wood  . .         • .         •  • 

i»     •  • 

1       €05 

566 

90 

40 

•  • 

i 

1,388 

•• 

567 

Total  ••        •• 

1 

57,489 

•  • 

79,924 
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BWUBN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Kertch  during 
the  Tears  1899-98. 


Coimtij. 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Yaltto. 

Wheat 

Barley 

Linseed 

Bapewed 

Oalii 

Flour , 

Quarters. 

66,666 

20,629 

6,878 

1,390 

2,744 

•  • 

£ 

97,167 

17,127 

11,808 

1,436 

1,696 

294 

Tons. 

16.937 

97,021 

25,773 

11,869 

.  • 

£ 

28,960 

68,696 

88,790 

9,454 

466 

Total     ., 

•• 

129,4^7 

•  • 

131,265 

NoTB. — ^The  leale  of  eonversion  of  Bu9sian  ohetwerts  of  10  poods  to  Eng^lish 
Imperial  quarters  has  been  as  follows :— Wheat  ^  72i  per  cent. ;  barley  »  88i  per 
oent. ;  linseed  and  rapeseed  *»  83  per  cent. ;  outs  «>  122^.  Exchange :  9  r.  40  c. 
•■  II,  sterling. 

Annex  C. — ^Tablb  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Kertob  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  tbe  Years  1899^98. 


Country, 

IKxpofU. 

Impofte. 

1699. 

1896. 

1899. 

1698. 

Grett     BritiUD      %n 
ooloniet        . .        i 
Holland 

Italy     .. 
Gkennanj         .. 
Denmark 
Belfinni 
Greeoe  •• 
Turkey  .  • 
Houmania 
Spain    .• 
TJnited  States  .. 
Other  Qouotries 

d 

14,724 

6,914 

27,288 

87,864 

8,990 

6,883 
294 

17,180 

14,893 

£ 

48,124 
86,821 
16,287 
10,874 
10,197 
6,288 
4,150 

1,674 

•  • 

£ 

19,760 
11,886 

•  • 

28,548 
1,720 

•  • 
'676 

£ 

2,678 

•  • 

•  • 

1,478 
7,886 

•  • 

'667 

Total     .. 

129,430 

181,266 

67,469 

70,934 

Mariupol. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Walton  reports  as  follows  :— 

The  trade  returns  for  1899  are  not  very  satisfactory,  as  very  Trnde  and 
few  undertakings  show  pi-ofits,  and  the  grain  trade  generally  has  oommeroe. 
had  a  very  bad  year;  failures  have  been   numerous,  and  the 
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Shipping 
navigation 


British 
vhipping. 


Entered. 


Cleared. 


Foreign 
eliipping. 


scarcity  of  money  has  been  severely  felt  Industry  and  manu- 
factures are  making  rapid  strides  in  these  parts,  but  agriculture 
is  still  looked  upon  as  the  backbone  of  trade;  once  the  harvest 
is  a  failure,  as  was  the  case  last  year,  the  effects  are  far  reaching 
and  are  perceptible  in  all  branches. 

The  number  of  insolvent  shopkeepers  is  appalling,  and,  owing 
to  the  large  risk  attending  open  credits,  the  banks  were  obliged 
to  considerably  curtail  the  limits  of  many  of  their  clients.  At 
one  time  discount  rates  on  bills  stood  as  high  as  10  per  cent, 
and  The  navigation  opened  very  early,  on  March  18,  and  closed  on 
December  11. 

The  strandings  in  the  channel  leading  to  the  port  and  inside 
the  harbour  itself  were  less  frequent  during  1899,  but  still  several 
groundings  occurred,  and  in  the  case  of  a  Eussian  steamer  heavy 
salvage  was  claimed.  I  can  only  repeat  my  warning  of  last  year, 
that  vessels  on  entering  the  port  must  keep  within  the  channel 
leading  to  the  west  of  the  inner  breakwater.  A  channel  leading 
roimd  the  east  end  of  the  inner  breakwater  is  being  dredged; 
this  will  greatly  facilitate  the  navigation  inside  the  port,  as  foi-eign 
steamers  will  then  be  able  to  take  a  direct  coui-se  to  their  bertha 
and  will  not  be  obliged,  as  at  present,  to  manoeuvre  among  the 
large  number  of  sailing  craft  dotted  about  the  harbour. 

The  return  of  all  shipping  entered  and  cleared  at  Mariupol 
during  the  year  1899  is  given  on  p.  22.  As  usual  the  British 
flag  predominates,  But  its  share  of  the  entire  trade  which  in  1898 
stood  at  80  per  cent,  has  receded  to  60  per  cent. 

This  is  partly  explained  by  the  fact  that  a  much  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  exports  was  destined  to  the  Mediterranean,  in 
which  trade  the  British  flag  only  shares  to  a  slight  extent,  and 
also  owing  to  the  starting  of  a  regular  line  of  steamers  under  the 
German  flag  from  Antwerp  to  the  Azoff  ports,  which  trade,  here- 
tofore, was  carried  on  by  chartered  British  steamers. 

77  British  steamers  of  102,670  tons  entered  at  Mariupol 
during  the  year.  On  being  compared  with  the  returns  of  1898, 
when  the  figures  were  104  steamers  of  131,359  tons,  this  shows 
a  falling-off  of  27  steamers  and  28.689  tons.  Of  the  above, 
44  steamers  of  61,314  tons  arrived  with  cargoes  (from  the  United 
Kingdom  14,  Belgium  25,  and  Russia  5),  and  the  remaining 
33  steamers  of  41,356  tons  arrived  from  Turkish,  Italian,  and 
other  MediteiTanean  ports  in  ballast. 

The  clearances  consisted  of  the  same  steamers.  The  bulk, 
48  steamers  of  62,624  tons,  cleared  with  cargoes  for  the  United 
Kingdom,  Holland,  Grcrmany,  and  other  countries,  and  29  vessels 
of  40,046  tons  sailed  in  ballast,  with  one  exception,  to  Eussian 
ports  in  the  Azoff  and  Black  Seas. 

The  total  shipping  at  Mariupol  other  than  British  was  82 
vessels  of  66,085  tons  or  23  sailing  vessels  of  5,025  tons  and 
59  steamers  of  61,060  tons.  These  figures,  on  being  compared 
with  those  of  the  previous  year,  show  an  increase  of  49  vessels 
and  40,997  tons.  The  Greek  flag  heads  the  list  with  7  sailing 
vessels  and  21  steamers,  and  is  followed,  as  regards  tonnage,  by 
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the    German,    Italian,   Russian,    AustroHungarian,    and    other 


Some  of  the  Russian  vessels  cleared  in  the  coasting  trade 
hence  the  diflference  in  clearances. 

The  total  arrivals  at  Mariupol  in  the  over-sea  trade,  under  all  Total  Britwh 
flags,  were   159   vessels  of  168,755  tons,  being  an  increase  of^^?[^ 
22  vessels  and  12,308  tons  as  compared  with  1898. 

The  fluctuations  in  the  freight  market  were  very  small,  and  BWghti. 
owing  to  the  poor  result  of  the  harvest,  the  demand  for  tonnage 
in  the  autumn  was  very  limited,  consequently  several  steamers 
arriving  here  with  cargoes  were  obliged  to  seek  homeward  freights 
elsewhere.  Freights  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Continent  rSled 
at  about  lOs,  to  125.,  and  for  a  few  boats  as  high  as  14s.  &d,  was 
paid.  Mediterranean  rates  stood  at  about  10  to  13  fr.,  but  a 
limited  number  of  boats  succeeding  in  getting  16  fr.  per  unit. 

As  a  natural  result  of  the  partial  faUiire  of  the  harvest,  the  Exports, 
exports  on  being  compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year  show 
a  decrease  of  153,822/.,  the  respective  total  values  being  965,896/. 
in  1899,  and  1,119,718/.  in  1898  (see  p.  22). 

The  total  export  of  cereals  and  seed  in  1899  amounted  to  CereaU. 
981,505  quarters,  as  again.st  1,179,788  quarters  in  1898,  or  a 
decrease  of  198,283  quarters.  Rye  is  the  only  article  which 
shows  an  increase;  the  most  remarkable  decrease  is  in  linseed, 
only  about  one-fourth  of  the  previous  year's  quantity  having  been 
shipped. 

The  only  other  exports  were  oilcake  2,887  tons,  as  against  Oil-cake. 
1,142  tons  in  1898,  and  a  small  cargo  of  anthracite  coal  shipped  Coal, 
to  Marseilles.  The  trial  shipments  of  this  article  to  Constantinople 
were  not  repeated,  and,  there  is  no  doubt,  somn  years  must  yet 
elapse  before  the  Donetz  Basin  will  be  in  a  position  to  supply 
foreign  markets  with  coal.  For  the  present  the  mines  cannot 
keep  up  with  the  home  demand,  and  the  import  of  foreign  coal 
instead  of  decreasing,  on  the  contrarv,  shows  a  large  increase  in 
1899. 

The  stock  of  grain  and  seed  held  at  Mariupol  at  the  end  of  Stocks. 
1899  was  not  large  and  is  principally  in  the  hands  of  speculators, 
who  having  bought  their  goods  on  a  firm  market  are  holding  in 
hopes  of  a  considerable  rise  in  prices.  The  various  qualities  in 
stock,  on  December  31, 1899,  were  as  follows:  soft  wheat,  103,536 
quarters  ;  hard  wheat,  18,504  quarters ;  rye,  240  quarters ;  barley, 
46,000  quarters  ;  linseed,  5,270  quarters  ;  ravison,  12,835  quarters ; 
and  oats,  6,125  quarters.  During  the  winter  the  additions  to 
these  quantities  have  been  very  insignificant. 

The    imports   of    1899   again    show    an    increase  of   about  ^"^P®'^- 
50,000/.,  the    total  value  being    631,144/.,    as    compared    with 
582,456/.  in  1898  (see  p.  23). 

Firebricks,  tiles,  and  fireclay  show  an  increase  of  24,926  tons ; 
magnesite,  3,355  tons  ;  and  pig-iron,  10,293  tons ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  iron  and  steel,  show  a  decrease  of  4,605  tons  ;  machinery, 
1 ,160  tons ;  and  sulphur  ore,  1,548  tons.  The  articles  figuriiig 
ill  the  list  for  the  first  time  are  dolomite,  lead,  slag,  tar,  and  tools. 

(584)  B 
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Tools  have  been  imported  on  former  occasions  but  in  small 
quantities,  and  were  consequently  entered  under  the  head  of 
sundries. 

The  customs  authorities  refuse  to  furnish  statistics,  and  con- 
sequently it  is  impossible  to  compile  a  table  giving  the  value  of 
the  imports  from  the  different  countries.  Eoughly  speaking  the 
countries  of  origin  are  as  follows  :  firebricks  and  clay  about  50  per 
^  cent,  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  remainder  from  Germany, 
Belgium,  France,  and  Austria  ;  tiles  from  Marseilles.  Dolomite 
was  imported  by  one  of  tlie  niet'illiirgical  companies  from  Antwerp ; 
the  bulk  of  the  iron  and  steel  in  bars,  plates,  &c.,  comes  from 
Belgium.  The  parcel  of  lead  was  shipped  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Machinery  came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  Belgium,  Germany, 
France,  and  the  United  States  of  America ;  it  is  very  difficult  to 
give  the  proportion  of  each  country  as  the  greater  part  was  shipped 
from  Antwerp,  whence  several  lines  of  steamers  run  to  Mariupol. 
The  whole  of  the  magnesite  was  shipped  from  Fiume,  and  the  pig- 
iron  was  about  evenly  divided  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Germany;  it  consisted  principally  of  spiegel  iron.  The  basic 
slag  was  also  shipped  at  Antwerp,  and  the  same  remark 
applies  to  the  tar.  The  bulk  of  the  tools  such  as  files,  nhovels, 
coke  forks,  &c.,  came  from  England  and  the  sulphur  ore  was 
brouf^ht  from  Pomaron. 
Iron  and  The   increase  in   the   home  production   of  iron  and  steel  is 

■*®®^'   ,  already  being  felt  in  several  directions ;  the  import  of  merchant 

iron  and  sLeel  is  rapidly  falling-off,  and  in  the  near  future  will, 
,with  perhaps  the  sole  exception  of  tool  steel,  completely  disappear 
from  the  list.  The  shipments  of  iron  and  steel  plates  and  iron 
and  cast-iron  pipes  through  the  port  of  Mariupol  to  ports  in  the 
Black  Sea  and  to  the  Caucasus,  amounted  this  year  to  close  upon 
2.''>,000  tons,  plus  a  large  quantity  sent  to  the  interior  of  Russia 
by  railway.  These  figures  only  refer  to  the  metallurgical  works 
at  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mariupol. 

It  is  now  reported  that  some  very  large  contracts  for  iron 
and  steel  plates  have  been  secured  in  the  North  of  Eussia  by 
some  oj  the  South  Russian  works,  so  that  not  only  will  the 
South  of  Russia  be  closed  to  foreign  iron  and  steel,  but  the  works 
in  the  I^onetz  Basin  will  also  enter  the  field  as  competitors  in  the 
Baltic. 
Pig-iron.  Foreign  pig-iron  is  also  an  article  which  will  soon  disappear 

from  South  Russian  markets.  Last  year  a  large  quantity  of 
Spiegel  iron  was  imported  through  Mariupol,  but  now  several 
works  have  commenced  producing  this  kind  of  iron,  and  are  said 
to  be  successfully  competing  with  the  foreign-made  goods.  This, 
however,  is  not  surprising  when  one  comes  to  consider  that  the 
local  works  have  manganese  ore  practically  on  the  spot,  and  the 
customs  duty,  about  3/.  per  ton,  is  another  factor  in  their  favour. 
Ferro-manganese  may  continue  to  be  supplied  from  abroad  for 
another  year  or  so,  but  attention  is  also  being  directed  to  this 
article,  and  with  the  customs  duty  (about  5/.  per  ton)  in  his 
favour,  the  home  producer  has  always  a  large  working  margin. 
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Strange  to  say,  notwithstandinf];  the  boom  in  pig-iron  on  the 
Continent  and  in  the  United  States  of  America,  the  prices  in 
Eussia  have  rather  a  weak  tendency,  and  it  is  even  reported  that 
sales  of  pig-iron  are  only  possible  at  reduced  pricei^:,  some  of  the 
works  having  large  stocks  on  hand. 

A  few  sales  of  Donetz  pig-iron  have  been  made  to  St.  Peters- 
burg for  delivery  this  year. 

Foreign  machinery,  however,  is  an  article  which  will  be  able  to  Machinerj. 
hold  its  own  for  some  time  to  come.  During  the  last  few  years 
several  new  machinery  works  have  been  erected,  but  so  far  they 
have  not  shown  themselves  to  be  serious  competitors.  Naturally 
a  portion  of  the  business  will  divert  in  their  (firection,  but  for  the 
present  there  is  still  a  good  market  in  the  South  of  Russia  for 
machinery  of  all  kinds,  and  more  especially  for  mining  and  metal- 
lurgical purposes,  pumps,  &c. 

Files,  hammers,  shovels,  coke  forks,  mining  and  other  tools  TooLi. 
deserve  the  attention  of  British  shippers.    Machine  tools  are  also 
in  great  demand,  but  of  late  the  bulk  of  the  orders  for  this  class 
of  goods  appear  to  go  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  exchange  during  the  past  year  may  be  said  to  have  been  Exchange, 
stationary ;  the  fluctuations  either  way  did  not  exceed  1  or  2  c. 
per  11.  sterling.  The  average  exchange  for  the  season  for  three 
months'  date  drafts  on  London  was  9  r.  30  c.  per  1/.  sterling, 
and  the  various  figures  in  this  report  have  been  based  on  this 
rate. 

Taken  on  the  whole,  the  harvest  of  1899  was  a  failure.  Early  Agriculture, 
in  the  season  the  prospects  were  very  bright,  and  expectations 
high,  but  unfortunately  they  were  not  realised,  and  only  soft 
wheat  may  be  said  to  have  given  about  an  average  crop.  The 
barley  results  were  very  poor,  and  rye  no  better.  The  great 
failure,  however,  was  in  linseed,  and  heavy  losses  were  sustained 
on  this  article.  The  good  crop  of  1897  attracted  much  attention 
to  this  seed,  and  the  last  two  years  the  sowings  were  very  large, 
but  two  bad  harvests  in  succession  have  rather  damped  the  ardour 
of  agriculturists,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  acreage  ander  linseed 
in  1900  will  be  very  limited.  The  winter  of  1899-1900  has  been 
severe,  and  it  is  fully  expected  that  owing  to  absence  of  snow 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  the  winter  crops  may  have 
suffered. 

Of  late  in  these  parts  much  more  attention  is  being  paid  to 
mining  and  industrial  operations,  and  agriculture  is  slowly  but 
surely  losing  its  importance ;  the  more  wealthy  classes  are 
retiring  from  farming,  preferring  to  let  their  land  to  peasants,  and 
are  taking  up  much  more  profitable  occupations. 

The  peasants,  owing  to  their  economical  mode  of  living,  and 
the  small  expenses  incurred  in  tilling  the  land,  the  work  being 
generally  performed  by  the  members  of  their  own  families,  are 
able  to  meke  both  ends  meet,  but  their  condition  is  anything  but 
flourishing. 

No  cases  of  cattle  plague  have  been  reported  in  this  district  Cattle  plague, 
during  the  last  four  or  five  years. 
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The  eetimated  export  of  coal  thtough  Mariupol  in  1899  was 
set  down  as  570,000  tons,  but  ttie  actual  quantity  shipped  during 
the  year  did  not  reach  tliis  figuriB  by  soriie  145,800  tons,  and  was  in 
fact  1,560  tons  below  the  quantity  shipped  in  1898,  the  figiii^ 
being  424,2t)6  tons  in  iSftS,  and  425,766  tons  iri  1898. 

This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  tlie  Iniii^^,  hotwitlistjthdihg 
their  increased  output,  the  total  qtiantity  brought  to  the  surface 
in  the  Iloneti  Basiti  iii  1899  beiiig  above  1,500,000  tons  in  excess 
of  1898,  are  tihdble  to  keep  tip  ^Rh  the  demand,  and  the  bulk  of 
the  coal  is  cohsitmed  bh  the  spot  ih  the  manufacture  of  coke,  and 
as  fuel  by  the  humetous  rtietallurgical  ahd  other  wotks  established 
iti  the  T)6heti  BrtSiH.  Towards  the  erid  of  the  season  the  position 
bebaine  very  britical,  ttnd  several  of  the  works  in  the  Donetz  Basin 
were  obliged  to  suspend  operations  owitig  to  their  stocks  of  cOal 
and  coke  giving  out,  AtiA  in  seventl  of  the  towns  a  coal  famine  was 
experienced.  Und^  these  circtimstances  it  is  not  surprising  that 
ptices  haVe  risWl  feoiisJderftbly,  and  steam  dodl,  which  last  spring 
could  be  obtaiited  at  about  i6$.  6rf.  pet  ton  f.o.b.  steainer  at 
Mftriuj^ol  bott  earfy  ttii&  yeai*  cbst  at  least  25*.  j^v  ton,  and  even 
then  cohld  (rtily  be  dbtaihed  ih  limited  ohftritities.  flduse  coal  alsd 
rose  ^om  20*1.  ttj  3S*.  p^  toil,  fthd  thS  wtt^  jiriCe  was  oven  paid 
at  Mariupol,  which  ife  the  shijrtiing  port  ror  the  tlonetz  Basin. 

The  Husrian  codl  hidustrjr  labours  dhder  several  serious  drat^- 
backs,  which  only  time  and  organisation  can  remove.  Although  coal 
mining  cannbt  be  described  S  dlto^ethet  a  new  industry  in  these 
parts,  still  even  at  the  j^tesent  day  there  are  h6  regulat  colliers,  and 
thtt  mines  dre  obliged  to  draw  their  labourers  from  the  mdtee§  erf 
peasants  ^ho  cotne  ddt^n  to  the  South  in  Search  of  employment, 
but  who,  at  the  same  time,  only  accept  underground  work  as  a  last 
resdurce,  and  leave  it  at  the  first  opportunity.  The  consequence 
is  that  as  soon  as  harvesting  Operations  commeiice  the  mirieai  lose 
th^  btilk  of  their  iiieri,  andare,  of  couitje,  obliged  to  ctirtdfj  their 
prbdtictidn.  Then,  agitiri,  the  rolling  stock  on  the  railways  feediiig 
the  Bbneti  Basitl  is  very  limited,  and  thd  mines  cannot  obtain 
sufftcieht  citi^  to  ttan8t)0rt  their  goods,  besides  having  to  contend 
With  the  freqtient  blocking  of  the  various  stations,  owing  to  the 
lattei:  being  tltiable  to  cope  with  the  heavy  traflfic  passing  through 
them.  These  impediments  are  being  gradually  removed  by^e 
construction  of  he^  lines,  increases  in  rolling  stock,  &c.,,  but  some 
time  inust  yet  elapse  before  the  railway  companies  will  be  iti  a 
position  to  satisfy  all  the  demahds  made  upon  them. 

The  import  of  dtes  through  Mariupol  Is  making  big  strides; 
the  arrivals  of  Kertch  ore  rose  froin  15,000  tons  in  1898  to 
134,700  tons  in  1899,  and  those  of  nian^nese  ore  from  Poti  from 
^5,000  to  35,000  tons.  The  bulk  of  the  iron  ore  brought  from 
Kertch  is  for  the  wofks  established  near  Mariupol,  but  a  portion 
of  it  finds  its  way  lip  as  fat  as  tJriefka,  some  150  miles  distant 
by  rail. 

The  iron,  steel,  and  other  works  have  not  had  such  a  good 
year,  prices  of  products  having  coiisiderably  given  way,  while  on 
the  otiicr  liand  the  cost  of  fuel  and  raw  produce  show  a  inarked 
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incii»|Ma.  Tb^  fevoriali  aativity,  visible  loat  year,  ia  tba  construe* 
tion  of  new  works  lias  soin^wUaD  abated,  and  even  proposed  addi- 
tions and  alterations  at  existing  works  have  in  several  cases  been 
temporarily  countermanded.  Works  with  specialities,  such  as 
the  production  of  enamelled  ware,  tools,  <&c.,  appear  to  make, 
no  headway,  and  several  have  already  failed,  which  is  very 
curious  vi\iQn  one  comes  to  ponsider  th^t  goods  they  were 
supposed  to  jfn^iiufactuf^  ar^  in  great  clPffiBIld  &n'4  eUPUld  find  a 
ready  sale.  The  principal  4efect8  appear  to  be  over-capitaljsatilon 
a^d  inferioir  workmwship-  :      "' 

The  proposed  pxt$ns|on  of  the  Mariupol  port  l^as  beeu  iftpc-  Manupol 
tioped  and  a  portfon  of  th^  earfhwprk  «^nd  driving  of  pjlpfl  has  P*^^- 
been  commenoed.    the  work  has  been  giyen  out  by  contrs^ct,  and 
the  Governtnent  has  agreed  to  pay  tiie  contractor  a  large  jjonus 
if  the  wholfe  of  the  undeitaking  is  completed  by  the  end  of  1900. 

It  is  proposed  to  construct  additioiial  coal  shoots,  ore  elevators, 

&c.,  and  generally  to  fit  up  the  port  properly  in  oi-der  to  perform 

the  loading  and  discharging  of  vessels  as  rapidly  and  as  cheaply 

as  possible.    The  newr  basin  will  be  dredged  to  a  uniform  depth  of 

20  feet,  which  will  fully  meet  the  present  requirements  of  the 
trade.  .......  . 

'  Fair  p^^^rein  has  been  made  in  the  dredging  of  the  old  basin 
Q,\k^  f^  large  new  dredger  having  arrived  l^st  autumn  the  prpposed 
Uplfprm  dppth  of  jf  feet  should  vpry  shortly  bp  obtained  A 
porilon  ot  the  porj;  has  been  lighted  by  electricity,  and  vessels 
ai^  now  aUowed  to  load  and  discharge  coal  and  iron  ore  both  by 
^sy  and  flight.  A  »upleriate»dent  til  t}ie  port  has  also  been 
appointed  and  disputes  as  to  turns,  &c.,  are  no  Ip^ige^:  of  such 
fiequeqt  occurrence. 

The  old  port  at  the  mouth  of  the  Biver  Salmius  is  also  being 
dredged,  and  in  all  probability  the  passenger  and  mail  boats  will 
soon  be  ^n^hled  to  iippi:qach  t)io  Quay  and  the  difficulties  attend- 
ing the  shipment  of  gr^  will  he  fpinga  oi  t)ie  past. 

The  municipality  have  invited  tenders  for  the  construction  of  TmmwaT  and 
the  electric  tramway,  aq^i  the  installation  of  electric  light  at  electric  light. 
Mariupol.     It  is  proposed   to   carry  the  tramway  through   the 
principal  streets,  and  at  the  same  time  connect  the  town  with  the 
new  port  and  metallurgical  works. 

It  is  also  proposetl  to  construct  water\vo|ks,  but^the  project  Waterworks, 
for  same  has  not  yet  been  (^rawn  up. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Marii 
during  the  Year  1899.  ^ 

Entered. 


SaUIog. 


Nationality. 


Number  of 
Vessela. 


Tont. 


Brititli       

RuiaUii     

Greek        

GenxiSQ     ... 

Italian       

Auttro-Honga  rian 
Other  flags 

Total       ... 
,.  fortbejear 
preceding 


144 
!,1S1 


2,720 


23 
11 


6,035 
2.810 


Steam. 


Numl>crof 
Vetseli.      I 


Ton*. 


11 
6 
21 

8 
9 
7 


102,670 
e,676 
21,929 
10,&58 
9,575 
5,49! 
6,83e 


136 
126 


163,730 
153,637 


ToU 


Namber  of 
Veiaels. 


77 
7 


9 

7 
23 


159        I 

i 


Cleared. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Natlonalltj. 


Kamberof 
VeMelB. 


Tom. 


Ilriiish       

Iluft»i.in      

Grtek         

Gennnn      

Italiitn 

Austru-Hun^rian 
Other  flags ' 

Total       ... 
,,  for  the  ytBT  ' 
preceding 


:,IG1 


2.720 


Number  of  i 
Vessels. 

77 

ft 
21 

8 

?   ! 


Tom. 


102,670 
6,763 

21,923 
10,558 
9,675 
5.492 
6,636 


22 
9 


4,881 
2,418 


135 
121 


162,817 
150,345 


Tott 


Number  of  , 
VesMls. 


77        I 

28        I 
8        ' 

157  S 
180  ^ 


Annex  B. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export 
Mariupol  during  the  Years  1899-98.     fl 


Articleg, 


Wheat 

K.vc  . . 

Uarlfy 

0&i».\ 

).inseed 

Kupe^eed 

Oil-fake 

CcaU, 

7auo  ore 


Qimrlers 


Ton^ 


1899. 


Quantity. 


314,280 

G2,600 

631,974 

5,556 

32.215 

34,681) 

2,887 

700 


Value. 


£ 

398.952 

63,307 

403  96> 

2,83J 

57,054 

32,903 

6,160 

72a 


QuaQtity^ 


IS9€ 


319,935 

39,560 

624,177 

127,028 

69,088 

1,142 

1,000 

83 


Total 


965,896 
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Annex  C. — ^Eeturn  of  Piincipa    Articles  of  Import  to  Mariupol 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


1899. 

1898. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

V^alue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Bricks,  tiles,  and  fireclay 

r        83.316 

383,264 

58,890 

280,830 

Dolomite 

2,734 

1,684 

•  • 

•  • 

Iron  and  steel  . 

1,309 

1,636 

5,914 

78,866 

Lead     .. 

206 

1,500 

• . 

,, 

Machinery 

7.106 

195,416 

8,266 

220,488 

Magnesite 

4,735 

19,040 

1,880 

4,140 

Pig-iron 

13,355 

40,065 

8,062 

7,655 

Slag       .. 

1,500 

950 

•  • 

•  • 

Sulphur  ore     . 

2,338 

2,125 

8,886 

8,542 

Tar        .. 

215 

265 

.. 

. . 

Tools     .. 

66 

1,950 

, , 

, , 

Sundries 

•• 

83,260 

•  • 

87,500 

Totpl      . 

•         •  • 

•• 

681,144 

•• 

682^456 

NoTB. — 62  poods  *■  1  ton  ;  9  r.  80  c. 


II. 


Berdiansk.     ' 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Lowe  reports  as  follows : — 

Nothing  favourable  can  be  reported  concerning  the  business 
results  of  the  past  year. 

The  harvest  was  extremely  poor,  and  the  autumn  shipments 
of  grain  were  consequently  on  a  very  reduced  scale.  Every 
branch  of  trade  (with  one  local  exception  herein  mentioned)  has 
been  severely  affected  and  is  at  the  present  time  paralysed,  and 
there  appears  no  prospect  of  any  early  improvement  considering 
the  scarcity  of  grain  and  the  low  prices  prevalent. 

The  quantity  of  grain  in  stock  and  likely  to  be  brought  in  for 
sale  will  limit  the  spring  shipments  to  a  few  steamer  loads 
only. 

The  peasant  farmers  are  having  a  very  bad  time ;  several  parts 
of  this  district  were  bordering  on  famine,  assistance  in  grain  and 
seed  having  to  be  given  by  the  Zemstvos.  The  bulk  of  the  taxes 
have  remained  unpaid,  and  any  attempts  to  sue  for  debts  are  use- 
less, a  most  unfortunate  year  for  all  concerned. 

There  are,  however,  hopes  of  better  times  coming  sooner  or 
later  for  this  part  of  the  country.  The  railway  is  working  and  the 
new  port  affords  improved  and  ample  accommodation  to  local 
shipping ;  the  district  is  known  to  be  rich  in  minerals  only  await- 
ing development  and  capital,  and  in  all  probability  it  is  only  a 
question  of  time  before  this  port  will  rank  as  one  of  the  most 
important  in  the  Azoflf. 

Belgian  capital  has  already  commenced  to  come  in,  a  company 
(584)  B  4 
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drain  prio«B. 


having  purchased  a  large  share  of  the  agiicultural  machinery 
factory  and  steel  works  belonging  to  an  English  firm. 

It  was  reported  that  a  valuable  spring  of  petroleum  had  been 
tai»ped  within  40  versts  of  this  town,  but  upon  inquiries  being 
made  it  was  unfortunately  found  to  be  false. 

The    following   average   local    prices  have    Ijeen    announced, 


VIZ.  :- 


Wbeat  .. 
Barley  •  • 
Bape-seed  oilcake 


Per  imperial  quarter 


Per  ion  • 


1       Prices. 

e  8,  d. 
16  4 
0  14  0 
2    18 


Freighta. 


Imports. 


}^x|>orU. 


Local 
induBtries. 


Freights  averaged  12  fr.  per  charge  for Mediten-anean  poits and 
125.  for  United  Kingdom  and  Continent,  the  British  flag  took  a 
fair  share  of  the  total  shipments  from  this  port. 

Navigation  commenced  on  March  28  and  closed  December  4, 
the  harbour  being  frozen  up  on  December  12. 

No  direct  imports  of  any  note  were  made  to  this  port,  all 
foreign  goods  coming  vik  Odessa  and  Taganrog,  so  that  no  details 
can  be  given. 

The  total  quantity  of  grain  and  seed  exported  amounted  to 
148.614  tons,  and  6,420  tons  of  rape-seed  oilcake.  On 
December  31,  1899,  the  stock  of  grain  on  hand  was  estimated  at 
about  180,000  quarters. 

The  two  agricultural  machinery  factories  did  a  good  business 
during  the  past  year.  This  immediate  district,  however,  afforded 
no  help  in  consequence  of  the  bad  harvest. 

Some  3,000  hand-rake  reaping  machines  were  sold  to  far  off 
districts,  principally  Saratoff  and  Voronej,  and  even  a  few  to 
Vladivostock  via  Odessa ;  many  thousand^  of  ploughs  were  also 
sold,  the  demand  being  a  record  one.  No  foreign  machines  or 
ploughs  were  seen  for  sale  in  this  town. 

It  is  reported  that  the  peasant  farmer  prefers  the  home-made 
machine  to  the  superior  American  or  English  self-raking  reaper, 
although  the  present  prices  of  the  two  descriptions  are  about 
equal ;  this  seems  incomprehensible  when  the  hard  labour  neces- 
sary to  work  the  home-made  reaper  is  considered,  but  some  people 
think  the  principal  reason  is  that  the  trade  in  the  foreign 
reaper  is  not  properly  pushed  and  advertised.  There  ought  to  be 
a  great  future  in  store  for  these  machines  everywhere  now  the 
duty  is  removed,  and  the  opening  of  the  Siberian  Eailway  is 
approaching. 

The  winter  has  been  severe,  but  too  little  snow  has  fallen 
to  protect  the  autumn  seedlings,  which  have  suffered  in  conse- 
quence. 
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Annex  A. — Retubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Berdiansk 
during  the  Year  1899. 

ENT£fiED  AND   CLEARED. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Nnmberof 
veesels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VeseeU. 

Tons. 

.Number  of 
Yenels. 

Tons. 

Italian      

BritfBta       

Greek       

Auttro-Hongarlan 

Danish      

Turkish     

81 
19 
17 

6 

1 
1 

31,184 

25,916 

14,767 

6,645 

l,IOft 

1,241 

"l 
17 

"ii4 

1,178 

81 

19 
18 

? 

18 

81,184 
25,916 
15,081 
6,645 
1,104 
2,419 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

76 

80,857 

18 

1,492      !            93  ^ 

...          ]            86 

82,349 
75,860 

Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Berdiansk  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


1899. 


1898. 


Articles. 

Quarters 
Tons      . . 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Ghmin  and  seed 
Kapeseed  oil-cake 

685,120 
6,420 

£ 

830,621 

13,380 

657,712 
3,301 

£ 
931,402 
5,016 

Total   .. 

1 

844,001 

•  • 

936,418 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Berdiansk  during  the 

Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

Number. . 

Tons 
Lbs.       .. 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Hardwood  boards 
"Wooden  grain  shovels 
Firewood 
Oliyeoil 

26,050 

62,320 

400 

5,4'^^0 

£ 
5,484 
980 
260 
160 

21,000 
57,000 

£ 

4,600 
903 

Total   .. 

•• 

6,880 

1     5,603 

1 . 

NoTB. — Bate  of  exchange,  9  r.  50  c.  per  12. 
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EOSTOV-ON-DON. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Martin  reports  as  follows : — 
Agriculture.  Notwithstanding   the   favourable   weather    prevalent   in   the 

autumn,  and  the  abundance  of  snow  during  the  winter  months, 
winter  sowings  did  not  yield  above  the  average,  having  suffered 
considerably  in  consequence  of  the  drought  experienced  towards 
harvest  time. 

Spring  sowings  were  aho  much  affected  by  want  of  rain  which 
impeded  their  growth,  but  wet  weather  setting  in  subsequently 
they  greatly  improved,  and  on  the  whole  the  reault  proved  fully 
up  to  the  average. 

Although  early  in  the  season,  fears  were  entertained  for  the 
safety  ojf  the  hay  crop,  the  result  was  satisfactory  owing  to  timely 
jrains  and  favourable  weather  while  haymaking  was  proceeding. 
As  in  the  preceding  year  a  scarcity  of  labour  was  felt,  labourers 
from  the  northern  and  central  provinces  being  fully  employed  on 
the  spot  in  consequence  of  a  good  crop  in  that  part  of  the 
country. 

The  total  amount  of  grain  exported  shows  an  increase  of  about 
12  per  cent,  over  the  quantity  shipped  in  the  previous  year,  but 
if  taken  severally,  the  exports  of  barley  and  rye  only  have  sub- 
stantially increased,  the  former  by  about  93,  and  the  latter  by 
about  20  per  cent ,  whereas  thnse  of  wheat  have  decreased  by  over 
20  per  cent.  Shipments  of  wheat  for  the  United  Kingdom  were 
about  50  per  cent,  less,  or  28,300  tons,  against  56,000  tons ;  for 
France,  19,200  tons,  against  72,000  tons ;  and  for  Germany,  44,600 
tons,  against  66,000  tons ;  whilst  on  the  other  hand,  much  larger 
quantities  than  usual  were  shipped  for  Italy  and  Greece,  viz., 
92,500  tons  and  81,400  tons  respectively. 

Owing  to  apprehensions  in  connection  with  the  state  of  the 
crops  in  different  countries,  a  strong  and  almost  uninterrupted 
demand  prevailed  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  a  large 
business  was  done,  more  particularly  in  barley  and  rye,  at  steady 
prices  ;  later  on,  however,  harvest  prospects  having  generally  im- 
proved abroad,  the  demand  gradually  decreased,  and  although 
many  of  the  producers  (who  being  also  wool-growers,  had  benefited 
their  financial  position  by  selling  their  merino  wool  at  advantageous 
prices)  were  holding  out  for  some  time  with  the  hope  of  an  im- 
provement, values  nevertheless  declined,  so  that  with  the  exception 
of  barley,  which  is  somewhat  dearer,  the  average  prices  for  the 
year  on  nearly  all  articles  show  a  substantial  loss,  as  per  annexed 
table.  The  export  demand  towards  the  close  of  the  year  having 
been  almost  nil,  prices  of  wheat  would  probably  have  been  still 
lower,  were  it  not  that  large  quantities  were  bought  for  the  Volga 
provinces,  where  the  results  of  the  harvest  proved  less  satisfactory 
than  was  expected. 
Linaeedand  In  consequence  of   the   defective    harvest,  the   quantities  of 

rapeseed.  linseed  and  rapeseed  available  for  export,  but  especially  of  the 
ibrnier,  were  very  restricted,  and  notwithstanding  a  good  demand 
and  higher  prices  only  6,205  tons  more  of  rapeseed  than  in  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ROSTOV-ON-DON.  27 

previons  year  were  shipped,  whilst  in  linseed  there  is  a  falling- oflf 
.of  3,540  tons ;  the  average  prices,  compared  with  those  of  1898, 
show  an  advance  of  4s.  9rf.  per  quarter  for  linseed,  and  Is.  5d.  for 
rapeseed.  Ahout  half  the  quantity  of  linseed  shipped  and  two- 
thirds  of  the  rapeseed  went  to  the  United  Kingdom,  the  balance 
being  taken  by  Germany. 

There  was  a  further  increase  in  the  export  demand  for  oil-  Oilcake, 
cake,  shipments  amounting  to  more  than  double  those  of  1898, 
5,100  tons  going  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  balance  to 
France;  the  average  price  was  17s.  lid.  per  ton  higher  than 
in  the  preceding  year. 

Compared  with  1898  there  was  a  decrease  of  683  tons  in  the  Donakoi  wr..ii. 
supplies  of  greasy  Donskoi  wool,  the  total  brought  to  market 
being  3,444  tons ;  of  this  quantity  2,508  tons  were  bought  by  ex- 
porters for  washing,  and  539  tons  were  taken  for  home  consump- 
tion, while  397  tons  have  remained  unsold,  this  being  quite  an 
unusual  feature  in  this  market',  brought  about  by  the  unwilliug- 
ness  of  some  sellers  to  part  with  their  stocks  owing  to  prices 
being  about  20  per  cent,  lower  than  usual,  viz.,  2^^.  to  2|rf.  per 
lb.  The  stocks  of  washed  wool  remaining  from  1898  in  the  hands 
of  exporters  amounted  to  1,125  tons,  of  which  690  tons  were 
exported  to  the  United  States  in  the  spring,  and  95  tons  sold  to 
llussian  manufacturers  at  7d.  per  lb.,  leaving  about  340  tons, 
which,  together  with  1,478  tons  of  the  new  clip  (being  the  pro- 
ceeds after  washing  the  2,508  tons  greasy  wool  secured  by  ex- 
porters in  the  summer),  made  a  total  of  1,818  tons.  From  this 
quantity,  1,405  tons  were  exported  to  the  United  States,  230  tons 
to  the  Continent,  and  48  tons  sold  for  home  consumption,  thus 
leaving  a  balance  in  stock  of  135  tons  unshipped.  There  re- 
mained besides  from  1898,  owing  to  the  absence  of  any  demand, 
about  214  tons  of  wool  brought  here  already  washed,  to  which 
must  be  added  330  tons  of  new  arrivals  during  the  year,  making 
a  total  of  544  tons.  The  bulk  of  this  was,  as  usual,  bought  for 
the  American  market,  and  shipped  to  the  United  States,  viz., 
409  tons,  24  tons  going  to  Germany,  and  Kussian  manufacturei*s 
taking  62  tons,  while  49  tons  still  remain  in  stock  unsold. 

Prices  ffor  washed  wool)  i-anged  from  5^^.  to  5|d.  per  lb.,  ready 
packed. 

From  the  stocks  of  brook- washed  autumn  wool  remaining  over  Brook-washed 
from  1898,  in  all  about  587  tons,  about  190  tons  were  bought  by  *"*""*^  '^*^^- 
exporters  during  the  spring  and  summer  at  4^^.  to  4:^d.  per  lb., 
and  exported  to  America,  a  balance  of  about  397  tons  still  remain- 
ing unsold.  When  the  new  clip  had  arrived  in  the  autumn  it  was 
found  to  amount  to  about  413  tons  less  than  in  1898,  as  owners, 
fearing  the  experiences  of  the  previous  year,  when  there  was 
no  demand  here  at  all,  directed  the  greater  part  of  their  new 
stocks  to  other  markets  in  the  north.  Thus,  when  the  market 
opened,  the  total  quantity  available  was  397  tons  of  the  old  clip, 
and  222  tons  of  the  new,  and  as  a  demand  had  just  sprung  up,  the 
whole  quantity,  excepting  16  tons,  was  soon  secured  at  prices 
ranging  from  4|rf.  to  5^d.  per  lb. ;  270  tons  going  to  the  United 
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States,  111  tons  to  Germany,  174  tons  for  home  consumpt 
48  tons  in  exporters'  hands,  l)iit  still  nnsliipped. 

The  (quantity  of  brook-washed  lambs'  wool  brou^ 
market  amounted  to  48  tons,  which,  together  with 
maining  in  stock  of  the  1898  clip,  was  all  secured,^ 
about  8  tons,  at  4  j(7.  to  5^(1.  per  lb.  Exports  to  America  ai 
to  5G  tons,  16  tons  for  home  consumption,  and  16  tc 
unshipped. 

The  winter  having  been  comparatively  mild,  the 
was  very  slight  and  consequently  there  was  an  lucre 
1,191  tons  in  the  quantity  of  wool  grown,  15,87H  tons  cc 
this  market,  as  compared  to  14,G82  produced  in  189 
condition  of  the  wool  was  satisfactory,  and  the  yield  p 
may  be  estimated  at  about  9^  ll)s.  Owing  to  the  decreas 
production  of  merino  wool  in  Australia  and  the  flourishir| 
tion  of  the  textile  industry  generally,  the  demand  was  ve 
indeed  all  through  the  season,  wjiich  opened  in  the  in 
April,  before  even  shearing  time.  By  the  moi)f/h  of  Juiw 
about  1,587  tons  had  been  bought  up,  the  prices  paid  be: 
per  lb.  and  reaching  as  high  as  S^d.  per  lb.,  which  is  abou 
cent,  above  the  values  of  the  previous  year.  S 

In  the  autumn,  for  the  remaining  1,587  tons  there" 
buyers,  as  usual,  liussian  and  Polish  manufacturers,* 
excepting  286  tons  which  have  remained  in  stock  he 
secured,  prices  ranging  from  7J(i  to  S^d.  per  lb. 

As  no  official  returns  of  imports  are  published,  the  h 
particulars  regarding  agricultural  macliinery  have  beei 
from  private  sources. 

As  the  harvest  in  the  Caucasus  and  Don  Territ 
whole  only  came  up  to  the  average,  XIiq  trade  in  agn 
machinery  was  not  very  brisk  ;  nevertheless  the  amount 
ness  done  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year  by  about 
cent,  owing  chiefly  to  the  demand  in  steam  threshing  ma 
of  which  about  200  portable  engines  and  threshers  were 
of  English  manufacture,  valued  at  105,263^.,  as  compared 
machines  for  73,685/.  in  1898.  There  was  also  a  slight 
in  the  sale  of  horse  gear  threshers,  all  of  German  inaki 
60  having  been  sold  for  3,473/.,  against  50,  valued  at 
in  the  previous  year.  Generally  speaking  the  demand  f 
threshers  has,  however,  not  increased,  preference  alwa}* 
given  to  steam  threshing  nacliinery.  The  volume  of  busim 
in  American  liarvesting  machinery  was  satisfactory  and  ai 
to  about  the  same  as  last  year.  The  number  of  bind 
mowers  sold  was,  however,  less,  being  75  binders  for  2,3( 
600  mowers  for  8,526/.,  as  compared  to  100  binders  for 
and  700  mowers  for  9,947/.  in  1898 ;  but,  on  the  other  ha 
decrease  was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  sales  of 
and  hay-rakes,  which  amounted  to  1,000  reapers  and  t" 
number  of  hay-rakes,  representing  21,052/.  and  6,105/. 
tively,  against  800  maclnnes  of  each  kind,  and  valued  at  i 
sold  in  the  previous  year.     The  increase  in  the  value_ofci 
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compared  to  1898  is,  however,  not  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
machines  aold,  the  cost  since  then  having  fallen  about  12 
to  13  per  cent,  owing  to  the  abolition  of  customs  duties  on 
reapers,  binders,  and  hay-rakes.  The  sales  of  Eussian  made 
reapers  showed  a  decrease  both  in  the  number  of  machines  dis- 
posed of  and  the  value  realised,  prices  having  receded  about  13 
per  cent.  In  all  about  1,000  machines  were  sold  for  13,684/., 
whereas  in  J898  sales  amounted  to  1,200  reaper^  for  18,948/. 
There  was  a  brisk  demand  for  ploughs,  but  the  advance  in  prices 
made  by  English  and  Qerman  manufacturers,  amounting  to  about 
15  per  ceiit.^  seriously  hampered  sales  in  this  market,  allowing 
Eussian  made  ploughs  to  compdte  much  more  freely,  and  as  a 
consequence  about  1,000  ploughs  less  were  sold  than  in  the 
previous  ;^ear;  the  greater  number  sold  were  of  German 
mjmufactufe,  English  ploughs,  as  usual,  faring  still  worse,  owing 
to  their  higher  cost.  Sales  amounted  to  about  2,000  ploughs  for 
7,368/.,  compared  to  3,000  ploughs  iii  1898  for  9,475/.,  the  demand 
being  chiefly  for  single-furrow  ploughs.  The  number  of  Eussian 
pldttghs  sdld  niay  be  estimated  at  about  7,000  for  22,105/.,  agaitist 
5,000  in  1898  representing  15,790/. 

A  general  improvement  was  felt  in  all  industrial  branches,  Induatrioi, 
and  even  flour  mills,  which  during  the  last  few  years  had  been 
but  scantily  employed,  found  a  fair  amount  of  work  all  through 
the  year,  while  the  tobacco  factories,  as  usual,  were  busily 
engaged.  Cement  works,  which  were  opened  here  lately,  have 
also  proved  a  Success. 

There  were  no  new  public  buildings  erected  in  this  city  during  Public  worki. 
the  past  year,  the  authorities  still  being  occupied  in  completing 
the  building  df  the  Town  Hall,  the  Spirit  Monopoly  Stores,  and  the 
Quay  on  the  fover  Don.  The  construction  of  an  electric,  substi- 
tuting the  present  horse  tramway,  will  be  begun  in  the  course  of 
the  coming  year. 

With  thfe  fexception  of  a  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  the  health  Public  health, 
of  Eestov  was  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

This  district  was  entirely  free  from  cattle  plague  during  the  Oatde  plague, 
past  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


30 


ROSTOV-ON-DON. 


Eetuun  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Rostov-on-Don 
during  the  Years  1899  and  1898. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1899.                   1898. 

Wheat 

Bye         

Barley    ,. 

Oats        

Flour 

Linseed 

OUcake 

Sundries 

Tons.                  Tons. 

270,290               346,608 

267,090               221,774 

24i,087               126,270 

1,095                      418 

896                      288 

12,984                 16,624 

13,664        I           7,840 

11,200                   6,866 

809 

Total 

820,696        1       724,760 

1 

Stocks  of  Grain  at  Eostov-on-Don  on  December  31  1899  and 

1898. 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


1899. 


I  Quarters. 
Wheat—                                      I 

Winter           '  55,440 

Hard I  46,800 

Qliirca I  6,480 

Bye         I  76,000 

Barley 37,400 

Oats        11,250 

Totel           ..         ..j  233,37o" 


1898. 


Quarter 

60,400 
43,200 
21,600 
66,000 
63,100 
8,062 


227,362 


Table  showing  Average  Prices  of  Grain  at  Rostov-on-Don  for  the 
Years  1899  and  1898. 


Per  Quarter. 


Articles. 


1899. 


Wheat- 
Winter 
Hard  . 
G-hirca. 

Bye 

Barley    • 

Oats 


£  #.   d. 


7  11 

6    0 

4    4 

17    4 

13    9 

10  11 


1898. 


£   9.   d. 


11  7 
10    8 

9  11 
18    8 

12  6 
12    4 
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Ghenitchesk.  . 

Air.  Vice-Consul  Costala  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  crops  in  this  district  last  year,  with  the  exception  of  Agrioulture. 
wheat,  which  was  also  below  the  average,  proved  to  be  a  complete 
failure.     The  calamity  must  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  rains 
during  the  month  of  May. 

As  stated  in  my  last  year's  report  the  dredging  on  the  bar  is  Bar. 
now  entirely  finished,  so  that  the  lighter  traffic  is  opened  without 
the  slightest  danger.   The  building  of  the  quay  is  also  half  finished, 
and  if  the  work  is  continued  this  year  it  may  be  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  navigation. 

During  the  navigation  of  1899,  as  shown  in  Annex  A,  375,974  Exports, 
quarters  of  grain  and  seed,  valued  at  about  390,480/.,  were  exported 
from  Ghenitchesk,  as  against  659,194  quarters  in  the  year  1898, 
showing  a  decrease  of  283,220  quarters.      The  majority  of  the 
above-mentioned  quantity  was  shipped  during  the  spring. 

There   is   no   grain   in   the   hands   of   the  shippers,  and  the  Stocks, 
prospects  of  any  business  in  the  spring  look  rather  gloomy. 

On  referring  to  Annex  B  it  will  be  seen  that  46  steamers  SMpping. 
entered  and  cleared  the  port  of  Ghenitchesk  with  an  aggregate 
tonnage  of  61,656  register  tons,  against  73  steamers  with  a 
tonnage  of  91,372  for  the  preceding  year,  thus  showing  a  decrease 
of  27  steamers  and  29,716  register  tons.  Out  of  this  number 
20  steamers,  measuring  26,699  tons,  belong  to  the  British  flag. 

Still  there  is  no  intention  concerning  the  construction  of  any  Eailwaya. 
new  railway  line  in  the  district  of  Ghenitchesk. 

No  case  of  cattle  plague  has  occurred  in  Ghenitchesk  or  its  Cattle  plague- 
neighbourhood  during  last  year. 

The  first  steamer  to  arrive  was  on  March  10,  and  the  last  Navigation, 
sailing  took  place  on  November  27. 

Annex  A. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Ghenitchesk  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


1899. 


1898. 


Articles. 


Wheat  .. 
Barlej  .. 
Eve 
Outs 

Linseed . . 
Kape-Beed 
Maize  . . 
Oilcake  . 

.    Total 


Qiiantit}'. 

Value. 

Quantitj. 

Value. 

Quarters. 

£ 

Quarters. 

£ 

191,123 

245,1^30 

150,853 

17^,565 

161,328 

122,270 

472,565 

301,687 

12,7o3 

11094 

3,024 

2,091 

2,491 

2,163 

604 

886 

3,895 

6,285 

16,268 

22,493 

8,124 

2,193 

11,192 

8,834 

252 

132 

1,260 

545 

4,406 

1,563 

876,974 

390,480 

659,194 

513,206 
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Annex  B. — Eetttbn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  GhenitcheBk 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered  and  Cleared. 


Steam. 

NatioiuJitj. 

Number  of 
VesselB. 

Tomiage. 

British 

Greek 

Anffcro-Hungarian 

20 

17 

4 

5 

26,699 

26,4a9 

4,630 

4,888 

Totol 

,,    for  the  year  preceding 

46 
78 

61,656 
91,872 

LONDON  f 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Riga  for  the  Year  1899 

By  Mb.  Consul  Woodhousb. 

(Beoeived  at  Foreign  Office,  Julj  28, 1900.) 

The  trade  and  commerce  of  Biga  in  1899,  in  spite  of  the  introduotory. 
depression  in  many  branches  of  industrial  enterprise  in  other 
parts  of  Eussia,  maintained  a  position  which  must  be  regarded 
as  satisfactory  in  nearly  every  respect,  the  grain  trade  alone 
having  to  a  certain  extent  fallen  off,  as  it  did  in  1898,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  defective  crops  in  those  districts  from  which  Eiga 
derives  its  supplies. 

In  preparing  the  returns  of  imports  and  exports  for  the  past 
year  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  reliable  figures  has  again  been 
met  with ;  the  quantities  and  values  shown  in  Annexes  A  and  B, 
having  been  extracted  from  the  preliminary  statements  published 
by  the  Exchange  Committee,  must  therefore  be  taken  as  approxi- 
mate. As  a  rule  the  quantities  are  pretty  accurate,  but  the  values 
are  nearly  always  under- estimated  and  it  is  only  when  the  corrected 
returns  are  issued  that  the  actual  financial  results  of  a  season's 
trade  may  be  seen.  Occasionally  there  is  a  wide  difference 
between  the  approximate  values  given  in  the  preliminary  state- 
ments and  those  which  figure  in  the  corrected  returns.  This  I 
have  pointed  out  before  and  the  reason  why  I  refer  to  it  again  is, 
that  in  the  returns  of  imports  for  1898  tlieir  total  value,  which 
was  put  down  at  4,633,850/.,  is  now  sliown  to  have  been 
6,221,440/. 

Annex  C  givres  the  total  values  of  all  articles  imported  from 
and  exported  to  foreign  countries  in  1899-98.  The  returns  of  all 
shipping  entered  and  cleared  at  the  port  of  Eiga  in  1899  are  given 
in  Annexes  D  and  E.  All  amounts  are  in  sterling  and  the  rate  of 
exchange  is  taken  at  9  r.  40  c.  per  1/. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  to  Eiga  in  1899  is  estimated  Imports, 
at  7,061,715/.     Taking  the  quantities  received,  the  following  shows  *.°^*^  ^" 
the  increase  in  certain  articles : — 
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Ardqlaa. 

InoreaM. 

Chalk          

Coal  and  ooke        

Cotton         

Iron,  pig 

Maohinerj 

Manure 

Sulphur 

Wine           

* 

Tons. 

19,806 

182,787 

8,786 

1,858 

15,898 

8,988 

851 

76 

Poaition  of  The  position  of  each  country  with  regard  to  last  year's  imports 

^^\i?"**"^  to  Eiga  has  not  yet  been  worked  out,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  see 
oonntries'with  '^^^  ^^^  corrected  official  returns  that,  in  1898,  Oreat  Britain 
regard  to        took  the  first  place  on  the  list : — 
imporif. 


Countxy. 

Per  Cent. 

1896. 

1897. 

Great  Britain 

Germany * 

Belgium 

SwMlen  and  Norway    •  •         •  • 

Denmark 

France    .. 

Holland 

Other  countries 

87-8 
88-2 
18-8 
8-8 
1-8 
0-6 
4-2 
6-4 

82-9 
86-8 
18*8 
8*4 
11 
0-8 
1-0 
6-2 

Imports  of 
ooai  and  ooke. 


Imports  of 
machinery. 


Competition 
of  Germany* 


Great 

Britain 

adTmneihg. 


Of  the  various  articles  imported  to  Eiga  in  1899,  particulars 
of  which  are  given  in  Annex  A,  it  is  interesting  to  note  the 
increase  in  the  impoi-tation  of  coal  and  coke.  For  some  time  up 
to  the  year  1895,  the  quantity  annually  received  varied  between 
150,000  and  200,000  tons,  but  in  1895  the  demand  began  to  grow, 
and  last  year  no  less  than  523,320  tons  were  delivered  at  this 
port.  As  there  appears  to  be  no  doubt  that  industrial  enterprise 
in  this  district  will  continue  to  develop,  a  corresponding  demand 
for  coal  may  be  anticipated. 

The  next  thing  on  the  list  that  attracts  attention  is  the  increase 
in  the  imports  of  machinery.  This  was  to  be  expected,  as  the 
building  of  new  factories  and  the  extension  of  others  made  it 
evident  that  large  orders  for  engines  and  boilers  and  a  variety  of 
manufacturing  plant  would  be  forthcoming. 

Germany  has  entered  strongly  into  competition  with  other 
countries  and  has  secured  a  large  share  of  the  orders,  but  it' is 
apparent  that  Great  Britain  is  beginning  to  run  her  opponents 
pretty  closely.  And  it  is  not  in  machinery  alone  she  has  scored 
a  certain  amount  of  success,  in  many  other  articles  have  the 
British  merchants  and  manulacturers  gained  ground. 
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The  importation  of  herrings  fell  off  considerably  in  1899,  Htrringt. 
owing  to  the  defioiency  of  the  oatch,  the  quantity  received  being 
32,280  barrels  less  than  in  1898.     But  it  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  Scotch  cured  fish  maintained  its  position  in  the  market^  as 
the  following  returns  will  show  : — 


Quantity. 

1899. 

1898. 

Herringt— 

Sootoh 

Norwedaa     ••        •• 

Swediih         

Yarmouth 

Dutch 

BamU. 

80,888 

89,688 

420 

4,167 

Bamlf. 

46,841 

68,069 

2,760 

*288 

Total 

74,648        1       106,928 

The  preliminary  returns  issued  by  the  Exchange  Committee  Ksportf. 
give  the  total  value  of  the  exports  from  Riga  in  1899  at  7,318,735/., 
or  less  than  in  1898  by  159,928/.  But  as  an  increase  is  shown  in 
the  quantity  of  every  item  on  the  list,  with  the  exception  of  grain, 
peas,  and  beans,  when  the  corrected  statements  appear  there  will 
doubtless  be  a  balance  on  the  other  side. 

The  year's  trade  in  the  principal  articles  exported  in  1899  may 
be  summed  up  as  follows : — 

The  grain  trade  during  the  past  year,  although  only  a  limited  arain  tra<U. 
amount  of  business  was  done,  was  relatively  more  profitable  than 
in  the  previous  season.  The  small  stocks  which  were  left  over 
from  the  poor  crop  of  1898  afforded  but  little  material  for  export 
in  the  early  p^art  of  the  year,  but  after  the  new  harvest  was  got  in, 
heavier  supplies  began  to  arrive  from  the  Tsaritsin  and  Riazan 
Urahk  districts,  wluch,  coupled  with  the  falling-off  at  the  southern 
ports,  helped  to  establish  a  fair  business,  especially  in  rye.  A 
brisk  demand  for  this  article  continued  till  the  close  of  the  navi- 
gation, and  the  quantity  exported  slightly  exceeded  the  shipmenis 
of  1898.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  tables  (Annex  B) 
rye  and  oats  can  boast  of  an  increase  as  compared  with  1898,  but 
barley  shows  a  reduction,  whilst  of  wheat  only  about  one-eighth 
of  the  quantity  was  exported,  the  decline  in  this  cereal  being  due 
to  the  poor  crops  in  Western  Siberia.  Altogether  the  total  exports 
amounted  to  147,609  tons  (revised  figures),  against  104,556  tons 
in  the  preceding  year,  which  means  a  decrease  of  about  30  or  38 
per  cent  on  the  average  1891-95. 

The  exportation  of  crushing  linseed  was  nearly  the  sama  as  in  Jin§§$(i 
1898,  viz^  155.908  quarters,  against  151,350  quarters,  which  maj 
be  considered  highly  8atisfact^r}%  seeing  that  Uie  crop  of  1899  was 
worse  than  it  had  been  for  many  years.    According  to  the  official 
returns  for  the  Empire  only  29,763,191  poods  were  harvested  in 

(656)  ▲  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


RIGA. 


Oilcake. 


Hempseed. 


Flax. 


1899,  against  46,164,285  in  1898.  a  deficit  of  35^  per  cent.  Of 
sowing  linseed  the  shipments  were  a  trifle  heavier  than  in  the 
previous  year.  • 

Oilcake  again  advanced,  the  shipments  of  1899  exceeding  those 
of  1898  by  9,011  tons,  and  the  quantity  exported,  viz.,  64,677  tons, 
was  nearly  50  per  cent,  more  than  St.  Tctersburg  sent  abroad 
during  the  same  period. 

The  corrected  returns  give  the  quantity  of  hempseed  shipped 
in  1898  at  8.900  quarters;  last  year's  shipments  amounted  to 
11,200  quarters,  an  advance  of  25  per  cent. 

1899  was  an  unprecedented  year  in  the  Riga  flax  trade,  the 
quantity  of  flax  shipped  amounting  to  109,230  tons,  against  87,684 
tons  in  1898,  which  was  in  reality  52  per  cent,  more  than  the  total 
exports  from  the  other  Russian  ports. 

For  the.  information  of  those  interested  in  the  trade,  the  returns 
of  the  exports  of  flax  from  the  ports  of  Russia  from  the  year  1888 
are  given  below : — 


Exports  of  Flax,  1888-99. 


QnanUty. 

Tom. 

BIga. 

LitMta. 

Berel. 

Penua. 

8t. 

Archangel. 

lOM. 

Tons. 

Tom.             Tons. 

Tom. 

Tom. 

1888         

89.170 

19.019 

23,930             13,830 

13,647 

1,654 

188»         

42.306 

26,192 

15,702             14.636 

11.350 

2,676 

1890          

62.210 

10.764 

16,414 

16,391 

13,706 

1.662 

1891          

42.853 

19.488 

19,253 

12.078 

16,885 

].93i 

1892          

46.415 

27,123 

17,206 

14,840 

19.650 

2.142 

1898          

69.337 

19,384 

1^,434 

12,056 

20.827 

1,688 

1884          

43,772 

10.01  i 

19,856 

12.163 

13.368 

1.647 

1895          

74.786 

14,851 

25.647 

13,761 

16,567 

2.100 

1896 

71.697 

15,401 

29,462 

14,468 

13,999 

1.967 

1897          

63.987 

14.683 

40,191 

16,763 

13.471 

1.989 

1898          

87,684 

6,849 

29,993 

16,639 

13,042 

1,841 

1899          .«        ... 

109.230 

11,737 

24.676 

14,697 

17.523 

1,377 

NoTB.— The  above  quantities  do  not  include  flax,  tow  or  codina. 


Warning 
to  British 
merohanti. 


In  1899  an  extraordinary  rise  in  prices  of  flax  took  place,  as 
much  as  26/.  10«.  per  ton  being  obtained  for  some  of  the  higher 
marks.  During  the  season  figures  ranged  between  19/.  5s.  and 
26/.  10s.,  according  to  mark  and  quality.  Unfortunately,  this  rise 
in  prices  led  to  some  litigation  between  British  buyers  and  certain 
sellers  on  this  side  through  non-fulfilment  of  contracts  on  the  part 
'  of  the  latter,  and  in  pointing  this  out  I  think  it  my  duty  to  warn 
British  merchants  and  others  against  entering  into  negotiations 
with  persons  of  unknown  standing,  who,  having  everything  to  gain 
and  nothing  to  lose,  persistently  make  it  a  practice  to  offer  goods 
somewhat  lower  than  the  cuiTent  market  price,  in  the  hope  that 
by  some  means  or  other  they  may  do  a  stroke  of  business.  Some- 
times their  transactions  turn  out  all  right,  that  is,  when  the 
markets  show  signs  of  slackening,  but  when  prices  have  an  up- 
ward tendency,  offers,  and  even  contracts,  are  simply  ignored,  and 
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the  buyers  are  left  in  the  lurch.  There  are  many  high-class 
houses  in  £iga,  not  only  in  the  flax  trade,  but  in  other  branches, 
whose  integrity  is  unquestionable,  and  the  British  buyer  has  only 
himself  to  blame  if,  instead  of  dealing  with  such  as  these,  for  the 
sake  of  an  imaginaiy  advantage  of  a  few  copecks  here  and  there  he 
allows  himself  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  individuals  I  have 
alluded  to. 

Owii^  to  the  low  prices  ruling  for  sawn  goods  during  the  Timber, 
summer  and  autumn  of  1898,  and  to  the  mild  winter  of  1898-99, 
the  forest  owners  decided  to  work  sparingly ;  consequently  only 
about  50  .per  cent  of  the  usual  quantity  of  sawing  logs  were 
floated  down  to  Biga  for  the  1899  season.  The  result  of  this  was 
that  by  the  end  ot  the  year  nearly  every  sawmill  in  Biga  was 
standing  for  want  of  raw  material,  a  peculiarly  unfortunate  thing 
for  the  millowners,  seeing  that  from  the  month  of  June  prices  for 
all  classes  of  sawn  goods  had  steadily  risen ;  in  fact,  they  continued 
to  rise  during  the  winter,  and  by  the  first  open  water  of  the  present 
year  (1900)  had  reached  a  height  never  attained  since  1871. 

This  last  winter  having  b^n  a  severe  one,  there  is  no  doubt  Pioepeets  for 
that  the  output  of  logs  for  this  season  will  turn  out  much  larger  1^0. 
than  in  1898,  but  only  in  quantity,  as  the  logs  run  much  thinner, 
and  their  cubic  contents  all  round  are  much  less  than  Biga  is 
accustomed  to  receive.  For  logs  of  30  feet  average,  and  9  inches, 
or  a  trifle  thicker  at  the  top,  an  advance  of  from  40  to  50  per  cent, 
has  been  readily  obtained,  but  such  parcels  are  few,  the  bulk  of  the 
timber  being  8  inches  at  the  top,  and  both  .7-inch  and  6^-inch  are 
well  represented.  This  may  be  regarded  as  a  sign  of  the  depletion 
of  the  forests  from  which  Biga  derives  its  supplies,  as  15  years 
ago  mill-owners  refused  to  receive  parcels  containing  more  than 
20  per  cent,  of  logs  under  11  inches  at  the  top  end,  and  even  de- 
clined to  look  at  pieces  as  thin  as  9  inches,  whereas  now  there  is  a 
keen  competition  in  9-inch  logs,  and  a  lot  of  10-inch  is  looked  upon 
as  a  rarity. 

Including  2,616,383  sleeper  blocks,  the  total  quantity  of  timber 
shipped  from  Biga  in  1899  was,  46,700,000  cubic  feet,  or  1,300,000 
cubic  feet  more  than  in  1898. 

The  exportation  of  eggs  from  Biga  is  still  steadily  increasing,  Bgg*. 
32,476  tons  being  shipped  in  1899,  against  32,094  tons  in  1898. 

An  attempt  is  being  made  to  export  butter  from  Biga,  and  I  Butter, 
understand  that  arrangements  cure  in  progress  for  the  quick  trans- 
port of  this  article  from  Western  Siberia  to  meet  the  steamer 
service  between  this  port  and  London  and  HulL 

The  total  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels  entered  at  the  port  of  Shipping. 
Biga  in  1899  was  returned  at  1,021,109  net  register  tons,  a  decrease 
of  14,803  tons  as  compared  with  1898. 

British  shipping  fell  off  again,  both  in  point  of  numbers  and 
tonnage,  421  vessels  and  363,992  tons  being  returned  for  1898^ 
while  only  372  ships  and  341,811  tons  were  returned  for  1899,  a 
decrease  of  49  vessels  and  22,181  tons.  Of  other  nationalities  an 
increase  was  noticeable  in  Bussian  and  Danish  tonnage,  while 
German,  Swedish  and  Norwegian,  and  Dutch  shipping  showed  a 
(656)  A  4 
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decrease.  In  the  coasting  trade  there  was  an  increase  of  9,192 
tons. 

The  freight  market  in  1899  was  a  trifle  firmer  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding jear,  although  in  the  spring  it  opened  rather  dull,  April 
charters  being  closed  at  9d.  to  lOJd.  per  quarter  for  oats,  East 
Coast  and  Continent;  these  rates  gradually  rose  to  Is.  Id,  and  by 
December  they  had  reached  1^.  4^^.  During  the  season  the 
following  rates  were  paid,  viz.,  flax  and  hemp  15s.  to  20«.  per  ton ; 
oilcake,  5^.  6d.  to  88.  6d.  per  ton  ;  eggs,  22^.  6d.  per  ton  ;  deals  and 
battens  per  standard :  London,  18s.  to  32s.  6d. ;  East  Coast,  Ids.  to 
27s.  6d.  To  Belgium  and  France :  flax  and  hemp,  18  to  27  fr. ; 
deals  and  battens,  20  to  38  fr.  ' 

The  Riga-Tukkum-Windau  line  is  now  in  working  order  both 
for  passengers  and  goods. 

The  line  from  Moscow  and  the  Biga-Bauske-Kovno  line  are 
not  progressing  as  satisfsictorily  as  might  be  wished,  owing  to  a 
conflict  of  opinion  with  respect  to  the  bridging  of  the  Diina  at  a 
certain  point. 

Kothing  definite  has  as  yet  been  decided  upon  with  reference 
to  a  permanent  bridge  across  the  Diina. 

The  new  harbour  works  are  as  they  were  a  year  ago,  and  when 
Uiey  will  be  started  it  is  impossible  to  say. 

The  projected  electric  tramways  are  at  last  in  hand,  and  rails 
are  being  laid  in  difierent  parts  of  the  town. 

In  1901  an  exhibition  of  Bussian  industries  will  take  place  in 
Eiga,  and  it  is  expected.that  it  will  be  on  a  large  scale. 

!No  diseases  of  an  epidemic  character  visited  the  town  during 
the  year. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Eiga 
dnrinsr  the  Years  1899-98. 


1 

1899. 

1898. 

Tons 

Quantifj. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Chalk 

77,642 

£ 

23,417 

58,336 

15,640 

Conl  and  coke 

•        >» 

523,320 

631,324 

330,533 

346,235 

Coprah 
Coffee 

»t 

2,185 

33.686 

2,646 

40,788 

i> 

554 

78,000 

633 

89,310 

Corkwood  .. 

»> 

3,160 

105,923 

4,280 

143,400 

Cotton 

•• ;       » 

8,150 

546,180 

4,315 

289,240 

Dyewood    .  • 

..    „ 

10,422 

97,790 

15.555 

140,710 

Herrings     •  > 

. .     Barrels 

74,648 

175,665 

106,928 

186,520 

Hops 

. .    Tons 

70 

14,000 

71 

14,400 

Iron,  pig     . . 

..|      ,. 

32,124 

473,670 

30,771 

433,090 

,.    cast    .. 

, 

10.060 

67,420 

15,107 

93,120 

Machinerj  .. 

I 

27,760 

2,232,600 

11,867 

910,490 

Manure 

»         « 

33,788 

90,580 

24,850 

69,040 

Oil 

1 

308 

26,830 

330 

31,915 

Kesin 

, 

» 

2,574 

25,875 

3,688 

38,280 

Steel 

, 

15,000 

520,760 

18,370 

718,916 

Sulphate  of  soda 

t 

1,405 

20,700 

2,707 

35,110 

Sulphur 

» 

3,035 

183,040 

1,684 

9,535 

Wine 

t 

695 

144,315 

620 

128,770 

Other  articles 

,,, 

•• 

1,569,940 

•• 

2,486,933 

Total 

' 

•• 

7,061,715 

•  • 

6,221,440 

Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Riga 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

j      Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cereals— 

1          £ 

£ 

Oats 

Quarters. . 

113,568 

68,177 

47,615 

30,868 

Rje 

II      •  • 

262,115 

307,302 

244,326 

307,700 

Barley     . . 

II       •  • 

114,805 

1      115,452 

112,049 

122,844 

Wheat    .. 

II 

•  • 

36,770 

49,139 

283,668 

542,066 

Total 

527,258 

540,070 

687,658 

1,003,478 

Peas  and  beans 

It       •  • 

15,045 

17,620 

22,699 

29,680 

Crushing  lin*eed   .. 

n 

155,908 

284,800 

151,850 

248,464 

Hemp  seed . . 

It         •  • 

11,200 

17,330 

8,900 

13,312 

Sowing  linseed 

Bsgs.      .. 

99,748 

119,700 

89,230 

81,660 

Eggs 

Tons 

32,476 

1,197,110 

32,094 

1.070,440 

Flax 

"          •  • 

109,230 

1,966,100 

87,684 

1,867,580 

Hemp 

II 

10,170 

273,500 

8,178 

218,690 

„     yam 

II          •  • 

1,278 

34,500 

1,141 

80,000 

Oleonaphtha 

II          •  • 

5,139 

87,890 

4,365 

32,180 

Oilcake 

II          •  • 

64,677 

390,130 

55,666 

825,915 

Skins  and  hides     . . 

II          •  • 

5,160 

528,800 

3,616 

421,220 

Wool 

260 

21,780 

205 

14,090 

Wood  of  all  kinds.. 

Cubic  feet  46,700,000 

1,470,000 

45,400,000 

1,622,825 

Other  articles 

•  • 

•• 

419,405 

•• 

499,729 

Total 

7,318,735 

•• 

7,478,663 
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Country. 

Import*. 

Exporta. 

M 

18d9. 

1808. 

1899. 

1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Gmt  Britoin   . . 

2,353,605 

■ 

German  V 

2,056,617 

■ 

Denmark 

82,440 

Sweden  and  Norway 

205,370 

1 

Holland. . 

264,880 

-     ^H 

Belgium 

838,564 

-  ^H 

France  . . 

21,180 

..  ^m 

Other  countries 

388,774 

1 

Total      . 

7,061.716 

6,221,440 

7,818,785 

Annex  D. — Retukn  of  all  Foreign-goinj;  Vessels  that  have" 
and  Cleared  at  the  Port  of  Riga  during  the  Year  189 

SaUlng. 

Steam.                                   Tola 

SaUonaUty 

KoiDber  of         t<mi- 

1 
Number  of         _^„.        1  Number  of 

Briilah       

BoMlan     ... 

German     

Daniah      

Swedkb  and  Nor- 

•    wBgiitn 

Datch 

Othen       

2 

186 

14 

38 

81 
2 

649 

49,864 

8,182 

4,628 

9,292 
868 

1,220 

370 

63 

364 

289 

281 
6 
7 

34M62                S7S 

'       60,100                218 

201,826                378 

243,214                327 

102,628               282 

6,772                    7 
7,634       1              9 

Total 
„   for  the  year 
preceding      ... 

274 
829 

68,778             1,819 
94,308              1,860 

962,386 

941,604 

1,603 
1,679 

Annex  E. — Return  of  all  Coasting  Vessls  that  have  Ente 
Cleared  at  the  Port  of  Riga  during  the  Year  1899. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total 

^ratloIlAllt7. 

Nomber  of 
Ve«eU. 

Toni. 

Number  of 
VeMelfl. 

TODfl. 

Nmmberof 

Vewala. 

BoMiaQ 

4 

854 

309 

119,820 

313 

Tawlforthejear 
preceding 

276 

101,482 

276 
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LiBAU. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Hill  reports  as  follows : — 

It  is  satisfactory  to  have  to  report  an  increase  in  the  trade  of 
Libau,  both  export  and  import  during  the  past  twelvemonth,  not- 
withstanding the  bad  harvest  of  tlie  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port  during  the  year  1899  Sl^ipping- 
shows  an  increase  over  1898  of  628  vessels  (290  sailing  ships  and 
338  steamers),  with  a  greater  tonnage  of  126,448  tons  in  favour 
of  1899,  a  most  satisfactory  state  of  things  for  the  poi-t.  Unfor- 
tunately, British  shipping  fell  off  both  in  number  and  tonnage, 
only  74  vessels  and  53,900  registered  tons  being  entered,  against 
86  ships  and  56,078  tons  in  1898.  What  is  remarkable  is  the 
increase  in  Eussian  tonnage,  899  vessels  and  143,088  registered 
tons  having  entered  the  port  in  1899,  compared  with  422  vessels 
and  80,718  tons  in  1898.  Denmark  still  holds  the  lirst  place  in 
the  carrying  trade. 

Freight  rates  were  ifairly  steady  up  to  October,  and  9rf.  per  Freights, 
quarter  of  320  lbs.  oats  was  the  average.     In  October,  however, 
there   was  a   sudden   scarcity  of  tonnage   and    gradually   rates 
advanced,  and  as  much  as  Is.  6d.  per  quarter  was  paid. 

The  rate  of  exchange  continued  steady,  the  average  being  taken  Exchange, 
at  9  r.  40  c.  par  IL 

The  total  value  of  goods  exported  during  the  year  amounted  to  Exports. 
3,399,999Z.,  against  3,171,632^.  in  1898. 

In  the  export  of  graui  during  1899  the  returns  show  a  decided  Otnin, 
diminution  in  wheat,  only  9,210  tons  having  been  shipped  against    . 
123,720  tons  in  1898,  whilst  in  all  other  cereals  the  quantity 
exported  was  considerably  greater  than  in  1898. 

As  was  mentioned  in  last  year's  report,  the  1898  crop  of  white  Oats, 
oats  was  to  a  large  extent  a  failure,  and  during  the  first  six  to  eight 
months  black  oats  were  almost  the  only  kind  exported.  These 
oats  formerly  were  but  rarely  shipped  to  London,  but  owing  to  their 
good  quality  and  cleanliness,  shippers  were  enabled  to  compete 
with  America.  The  crop  of  1899  having  been  fairly  good,  white 
oats  came  again  to  the  fore,  and  the  quantity  exported  almost 
reached  the  normal  point,  nearly  174,600  tons  having  been  shipped 
against  82,960  tons  in  1898. 

As  before  stated,  the  exportation  of  wheat  fell  off  to  a  remark-  Wheat, 
able  extent,  the  chief  reason  being  presumably  that  the  Libau  - 
exporters,  not  understanding  the  article,  let  themselves  in  for  con- 
siderable losses,  on  account  of  inferiority  of  quality,  shipments 
not  being  in  confonnity  with  selling  samples,  and  so  they  decided 
to  leave  the  article  alone.  The  great  distance  from  Siberia  and 
the  delay  in  getting  deliveries  may  likewise  be  an  additional, 
leason. 

The  quantity  of  rye  exported  was  more  than  double  that  of  By«. 
1898,  it  being  84,380  tons  agains  37,580  tons  in  1898.     Sweden 
and  Germany  are  the  principal  buyers.  Great  Britain  taking  only ' 
7,200  tons. 
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Btrlej. 
Oil-seecU. 


FulM. 


Oiloake. 


FUxand 
hemp. 


Hides  and 
•kins. 

Alcoholic 
flpirit. 


Pefcroleum 
And 

oleonaphtha. 
Wood  trade. 


>8K>« 


Batfcer. 


Meat. 


The  export  of  barley  for  feeding  purposes  practically  remained 
unchanged,  4,673  tons  against  4,896  tons  in  1898. 

The  crop  of  linseed  in  1899  was  more  or  less  a  failure  in  the 
immediate  district  of  Libau,  but  larger  quantities  than  usual 
were  drawn  from  the  interior  of  Russia,  and  even  from  Siberia, 
and  of  moat  excellent  quality,  so  that  the  total  exports  overstepped 
those  of  the  preceding  year,  29,030  tons  e^ainst  19,275  tons. 

The  export  of  pulse  shows  a  considerable  increase,  i.€.,  35,900 
tons,  against  25,000  tons  in  1898.  Although  the  crop  and 
quality  of  the  Lithuanian  and  Courland  peas  was  a  failure,  that  of 
the  Pensa  district  was  both  large  and  of  good  quality. 

Oilcake  was  exported  to  a  larger  extent  than  in  the  preceding 
year,  the  quantity  being  46,641  tons,  against  30,566  tons  in 
1898. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that,  notwithstanding  many 
letters  of  enquiry  and  the  distribution  of  numerous  samples,  no 
definite  interest  in  the  article  of  sunflower  seed-cake  has  been 
elicited  from  the  British  farmers.  A  trial  of  a  few  tons  as  a 
sample  next  autumn,  when  the  green  feed  is  off,  might  be  made 
with  advantage.  This  is  not  a  fattening  but  a  milk-producing 
food. 

The  quantity  of  flax  and  hemp  has  risen  to  15,332  tons,  as 
against  8,881  tons  exported  in  1898.  As  has  before  been  said 
Libau  is  not  a  flax  trading  place,  all  being  sent  in  transit. 

There  was  a  falling-off  in  hides  and  skins,  last  year's  exporta- 
tion being  2,510  tons,  against  3,526  tons  in  1898. 

Alcoholic  spirit  as  an  export  article  has  almost  ceased  to  exist, 
only  17,047  gallons  having  been  exported  in  1899,  against 
more  than  2,500,000  gallons  in  1898.  The  Government  monopoly 
may  be  the  cause  of  this. 

Nearly  three  times  the  quantity  of  petroleum  was  exported, 
viz.,  11,444  tons. 

Owing  to  the  winter  of  1898-99  being  almost  devoid  of  snow 
the  exports  of  wood  show  a  falling-off.  Had  there  been  good 
sleigh  roads,  the  cost  of  transport  would  have  been  cheaper,  and 
the  quantity  would  doubtless  have  been  considerably  more  than  is 
tabulated. 

There  were  exported  in  1899,  71,855,640  eggs,  against 
59,377,696  in  1898.  This  is  still  below  the  average.  Scarcity 
of  fodder,  owing  to  bad  harvest,  may  account  for  this,  though 
doubtless  St.  Petersburg  and  Eiga  have  the  largest  share  of  this 
trade. 

Butter  as  an  article  of  export  is  coming  more  into  prominence, 
700  tons  having  been  exported,  as  against  275  tons  in  1898. 
This  is,  however,  mostly  a  transit  article  for  collectors  in  the 
interior.  There  is  only  one  firm  at  libau  dealing  in  butter  and 
eggs  on  its  own  account  and  with  its  own  house  in  London. 

The  sole  firm  in  the  meat  trade  at  Libau  finds  it  more 
remunerative  to  sell  its  pork,  hams,  and  bacon  in  the  large  towns 
of  Kussia  than  to  export  them.  This  accounts  for  the  falling- 
off  in  the  export  of  fresh  and  salt  meat. 
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The  export  of    horses   continues   to  increase,   11,226   being  howw. 
shipped  in  1899,  against  9,408  in  1898. 

The  value  of  the  imports  for  the  year,  as  shown  in  Annex  C,  imports 
amounted  to  1,870,897^.,  or  125,000/.  more  than  in  1898. 

The  import  of  coal  and  coke  shows  an  increase  of  about  74,000  Ooftl  and  coke, 
tons  more  than  in  1898.      The  development  of  the  industrial 
undertakings,   together  with    the   Government  demand  for  the 
naval  harbour  accounts  for  the  difference. 

The  quantity  of  iron  and   steel   imported  shows  a  falling-  Pig-iron, 

off  of  about  2,000  tons.  manufaotuwd 

The  imports  of  Scottish  cured  herrings,  branded  and  unbranded,  ^^  ^^^ 
in  1899  reached  the  total  of  87,018  barrels.  No  West  Coast  '^^''''^' 
herrings  were  sent  to  Libau  during  the  season.  About  5,300 
barrels  came  from  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft  after  the  late  fishing 
in  November  and  December.  About  two-thirds  of  the  imports 
consisted  of  unbranded  herrings.  Trade-mark  herrings  were 
imported  in  fairly  large  quantities,  and  buyers  were  well  satisfied 
with  the  quality.  The  first  shipment  of  Shetland  matties  were 
bought  a  month  ahead  at  IZ.  5«.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  terms,  and  owing 
to  the  short  catch  at  the  commencement  of  the  fishing,  shippers 
must  have  lost  money  on  their  speculative  transaction.  First 
arrival  of  East  Coast  matties  were  sold  at  IZ.  2s.  6rf.  c.i.f.,  but  the 
advices  of  light  fishings  all  round  caused  prices  to  advance  rapidly, 
and  the  highest  price  paid  for  unbranded  fish  was  IL  16«.  For 
Crown  brand  herrings  the  prices  were: — Fulls,  2/.;  matfuUs, 
11.  18s.  6d.]  matties,  11.  17s.  The  English  herrings  commanded 
high  prices  owing  to  the  total  collapse  of  the  Swedish  fishing. 
The  stocks  of  all  kinds  of  Scotch  and  EngUsh  herrings  at  the  close 
of  1899  would  be  about  20,000  barrels. 

The  position  of   the  countries  from  which  the  imports  are  origin  of 
derived  remains  practically  unchanged.  Great  Britain  still  being  importo. 
at  the  heitd. 

During  the  past  year  the  only  addition  to  industrial  enterprise  industrial 
has  been  a  small  manufactory  of  iron  small-ware,  but  before  long  enterprisee. 
a  Sheffield  firm  will  have  started  a  steel  manufactory. 

Nothing  has  been  done  in  the  matter  of  deepening  the  existing  Public  works. 
Libau  harbour,  but  the  subject  is  still  under  consideration,  the 
Government  having  assigned  the  necessary*  funds.  The  new 
commercial  harbour  is  a  great  boon  to  ships  of  lai'ge  tonnage, 
which  can  be  berthed  alongside  the  quay ;  several  large  vessels 
have  taken  in  cargoes  for  the  Far  East,  the  largest  being  a 
steamer  of  some  7,500  tons  deadweight  carrying  capacity,  the 
*'  Manchurie,"  owned  by  a  Riga  syndicate. 

The  Hasenpoth  Eailway  was  opened  to  the  public  in  Septem-  Hasenpoth 
ber  after  many  delays.     It  is  a  great  convenience,  but  whether  it  Railway, 
will  prove  remunerative,  time  wiU  show. 

An  electric  tramway  has  been  partially  opened,  and  cars  are  Electric 
now  running  between  the  bridge,  the  naval  port,  and  the  railway  trams, 
station. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  cattle  plague  of  any  description  cw^  plague, 
reported  at  this  Vice-Consulate. 
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PubliohMddi        The  public  health  has  been  good  throughout  the  year,  no 
epidemics  of  any  kind  having  appeared. 

Annex  A. — Sbtubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  libau  daring 

the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

TokaL 

KatiooaUtj. 

Nnmberof 
Vewela. 

To».. 

Nambtref 

Veeeeli. 

Toaa. 

Nvmberof 
Yemla. 

Tooa. 

::::::: 

1 
626 
80 
102 
10 
6 
2 

80 
47.888 
2,086 
9.686 
8,266 
4,078 
282 

78 
878 
220 
•06 

64 

266 

2 

68,820 
96,206 
81,620 
188,666 
22,678 
77,846 
1,278 

74 
809 
260 
407 

64 

262 

4 

Vsl---*^' 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
pxvoediog     ... 

677 
887 

67,2C0 
48,262 

1,283 
946 

620,914 
418,404 

1,960 
1,882 

688,114 
461,686 

Cleabed. 


Sailing. 

Steaai. 

TotaL 

NationaUtj. 

Nomberpf 
VeMela. 

Tona. 

Nomber  of 
VeMela. 

Tona. 

Number  of 
Yeatela. 

ToniL 

::::::: 

1 

600 

SO 

100 

10 

6 

2 

80 
72,188 
2,066 
6,536 
8,266 
8,642 
282 

64 
878 
212 
294 

67 

256 

2 

47,7U> 
97,860 
76,412 
182,076 
24,222 
78,044 
1,278 

66 
987 
242 
894 

67 
260 

4 

47,800 
169,638 

78,478 
191,612 

27,488 

81,686 
1,570 

Total     

„  for  ibe  year 
preceding     ... 

767 
861 

91,070 
89,724 

1,262 
946 

607,102 
418,810 

2,019 
1,296 

698,172 
458,034 

Annex  B. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Libau 


during  the  Years  1899-98. 


1899. 

1898. 

Articlea. 

Quarter!  ... 

Quantity. 

Valae. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Orain 

1,522,405 

£ 

1,896,286 

£ 

FulM          

„         H. 

156,548 

... 

109,058 

... 

Cruahlng  ieedi     

„ 

155,287 

... 

102,105 

Linteed  and  otber  oil-cake 

Tona 

46.641 

... 

80,566 

... 

Bye  and  wheat  bran       

„           ... 

45,<M8 

.«• 

80.506 

Klax,  bemp,  yarn  and  tow 

„ 

15,832 

... 

8,881 

... 

Petroleum,  oleonapbtba 

,, 

11.444 

... 

4,050 

•  M 

Fresh  and  salt  meat        

i»           ••• 

60 

v.. 

4ti4 

... 

Game  and  poultry           

„ 

1,718 

... 

1.811 

Raw  Bkini  and  hidea       

»i           ••' 

2,610 

... 

8526 

... 

Wool           

„ 

147 

... 

444 

SpiriU,  aloobol     

Gallons    ... 

17,047 

... 

2,672.684 

Sleepers      

Pieces      ... 

820,483 

262,929 

States  and  ipoket           

„          ... 

1,641,203 

... 

1,832,200 

Timber  and  other  wood 

Cub.  feet... 

1,750,448 

... 

2,221, SO.** 

PipeiUTea 

Hllle 

1,007^ 

... 

630 

Xg^           

Mnmber  ... 

71,856,640 

... 

69,877,696 

... 

Horaea        »* 

ti 

11,226 

... 

8,408 

... 

Total    ...       

•«. 

8,899,999 

8,171,632 
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Annex  C. — ^Bbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Libau 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


1899. 

1898. 

AiiudM. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Ooalttndooke 

Tons      .. 

184^962 

110,978 

•  • 

Iron  and  fteel 

n           •• 

21,106 

28,260 

•  • 

Dyewood    •. 
Migu^hinexy  •  • 

8,428 

B78 

»>           •• 

l,7e9 

4,456 

Chemical  manure  . . 

M               •  • 

U,840 

10,215 

Cotton  (raw)         .  • 

ft               •  • 

556 

8 

Cement 

91                •  • 

218 

814 

Herrings,  Scotch   . . 

Barrels  .. 

87,018 

140,874 

„        Swedish.. 

it         •• 

19,197 

80,588 

»»         •• 

6,077 

22,875 

Hides 

Tons 

1,763 

917 

Corkwood   .. 

»t        •  • 

1,069 

1,568 

Coprah        .• 
TaUow 

»        •• 

12,271 

11,948 

1,220 

1,010 

Total 

•• 

1,870,897  I 

1,745,615 

Annex  D. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Libau  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  . 

..      1,209,122 

966,886 

1,056,914 

774,788 

Germany 

605,840 

786,673 

427,464 

860,089 

Holland.. 

803,640 

557.858 

13,670 

8,159 

Belgium 

204,590 

75,849 

201,931 

288,674 

Sweden . . 

882,290 

142,277 

12.140 

30,242 

Norway .  • 

43,468 

181,721 

28,294 

81,481 

France  .. 

270,590 

285,544 

48,976 

55,886 

Denmark          • 

820,672 

267,941 

84,550 

82,920 

America 

69,797 

7,888 

11,720 

1,968 

AostraliA 

.         .. 

• . 

29,896 

161,081 

Spain  and  Porti 

igal    .. 

8,299 

44,677 

Other  countries 

•• 

2,548 

6,200 

Total     . 

..      8,899,999 

8,171,682 

1^0,897 

1,746,616 
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Mr.  Vice-Consul  Schenck  reports  as  follows  :^— 
KftTigation.  The  navigation  at  the  port  of  Windau  in  1899  was  greatly 

impeded,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  stormy  weather,  just  as  in  the 
year  1898,  and  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  during  the  year  was 
from  16  to  18  feet.  The  shipping  trade  at  this  port  slightly 
increased  as  compared  with  the  year  1898,  the  entries  of  vessels 
exceeding  those  of  the  previous  year  by  18  ships  and  17,284  tons. 
Of  British  shipping  there  was  no  difference  in  the  number  of 
vessels  as  compared  with  the  year  before,  but  the  tonnage 
decreased  by  2,907  tons.  During  the  year  31  British  steamers 
and  18,468  tons  entered  the  port  of  Windau,  141  vessels  and 
56,302  tons  being  of  other  nationalities. 
Export  of  The  weather  in  the  winter  of  1898-99  was,  as  in  the  winter 

limber.  before,  very  unfavourable  for  the  wood  trade.     Notwithstanding 

this,  however,  the  export  of  baulks  and  sawing  wood  was  markedly 
higher  than  in  the  previous  year.  Of  bauUcs,  107,084  were  ex- 
ported in  1899,  against  46,663  in  the  year  1898.  Of  deals, 
battens,  and  boards  848,741  were  shipped  in  the  year  1899, 
against  483,559  in  1898.  Tlie  quantity  of  sleepers  exported  was 
approximately  the  same  as  in  the  year  1898.  The  prices  of  the 
different  sorts  of  wood  shipped  from  Windau  in  1899  were  very 
much  higher  than  in  the  year  before,  especially  towards  the  end 
of  the  season.  Unfortunately  for  the  wood  trade  the  scarcity 
of  vessels  and  the  consequent  increase  of  freight  rates  affected 
the  export  to  England,  and  a  large  quantity  of  sold  goods 
remained  unshipped  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  value  of  the 
wood  exported  duing  the  year  1899  amounted  to  about  1,500,000  r., 
against  1,100,000  r.  in  1898. 
Kxportation  The  exportation  of  rye,  barley,  and  oats  from  the  port  of 

o  grain.         Windau  ceased  entirely  in   1899,  owing  to  the  low  quotations 
for  these  articles  in  the  foreign  markets,  and  the  small  parcels  of 
grain  which  were  carried  to  Windau  were  shipped  to  Eiga  or 
Libau. 
Sowing  Of  sowing  linseed  only  a  small  parcel  of  230  tons  was  shipped 

linked.  to  Germany. 

Spirits.  No  spirits  were  exported  in  1899. 

Total  value  of       The  total  value  of  all  exports  from  Windau  in  the  year  1899 
oxporte.  was  157,127/.,  or  35,709/.  more  than  in  1898. 

Total  value  of       As  shown  in  the   returns,  the  imports  to  Windau  in  1899 
^voru.         amounted  to  5,541/.,  or  less  by  1,138/.  than  in  the  year  before. 

The    principal  articles    of    imports  were  steam    coals    and 
herrings. 
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Annex  A. — Retdrn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Windau  during 

the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Steam. 


Total. 


Katiooalifef. 

Numher  of 
Ycascls. 

Tods. 

1 

1  Kumberof 
Vessds. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Brilfeh       ...       .•• 

81 

18,468 

81 

18,468 

Bnisian     

19 

2,870 

11 

6,404 

80 

8,274 

Gennan     

17 

888 

1            42 

24,676 

59 

25.514 

Danish      ... 

884 

I             17 

16,748 

26 

16.632 

Swedish     

812 

1 

414 

9 

1,226 

MorwegLin 

682 

7 

8,628 

12 

4,210 

Dutch        

446 

5 

446 

Total      

68 

6,482 

109 

68,388 

172 

74,778 

„   for  the  rear 

pieceding  ... 

57 

8,184 

1           ^ 

49,802 

154 

57,486 

Cleared. 


Sailing.               '                Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons        1  Number  of 
^®""-      )    Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British      

Bnssian     

German     ... 

Danish      

Swedish     ... 
Norwegian 
Dutch       

"24 
5 
9 
8 
5 
5 

...           1            81 
4,298      1            11 
504      1            40 
884      I            17 
812                    I 
582      1              3 
446      1 

18.468 
6,902 
24,696 
15,748 
414 
2,474 

81 
36 

45 

26 

9 

8 

5 

18,468 

10,200 

25.200 

16,682 

1,226 

8,0S« 

446 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preceding ... 

66 
66 

7,626      1          103 
8,618                  98 

67.702 
49,081 

169 
159 

76,228 
67,649 

Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Windau 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Tons      .. 
Barrels  . . 
Tons      . . 

•  • 

•  • 

181 
Quantity. 

Value. 

1898. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Steam  ooals 
Cured  herrings 
Wine 

Firebricks  .. 
Other  articles 

5,220 

1,086 

2 

£ 
4,323 

808 
254 

i'56 

2,8^ 

2,966 

2 

500 

£ 

2,906 

.  2,063 

146 

1,094 

470 

Total 

•• 

5,541 

6,679 

(656) 
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IiKruRK    of   Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Windau  during 
the  Years  1899-98. 


Article!. 

Quarters 
.     Barrels  . . 

1889. 
Quantity.       Value. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value.      ' 

Wood 
Grain 

Sowing  linseed 
Spirits 
Other  articles 

1.442 

£ 

155,414 

WIS 

4,264 

£ 
116,096 
4,565 

677 
80 

Total 

•• 

157,127 

•  • 

121,418 

Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Windau  to  and  from  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Country. 

Exports. 

1 

Imports. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1896. 

'           £ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

United  Kingdom 

83,740 

88,490 

3,201 

1,774 

Germany 

2H,064 

15,203 

1,4C9 

2,660 

Denmark 

1,155 

1.734 

41 

2 

lEolland 

1        39,410 

11,600 

, . 

, , 

Belgium 

6,758 

3,386 

, , 

, , 

h ranee  . . 

1,012 

17 

, , 

^Norway  and  Sweden  .. 

43 

813 

2,243 

Total     .. 

1      157,127 

121,418 

5,541 

6,679 

Pernau. 


Flax. 


Grain. 


Wood. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Cattley  reports  as  follows : — 

Whereas  early  sowings  of  flax  suffered  from  excess  of  rain,  the 
gi'owth  of  later  sowings  was  retarded  owing  to  the  lack  of 
moisture,' and  the  protracted  drought  in  June  and  July  did  much 
damage.  It  now  seems  fairly  certain  that  the  crop  in  our  districts 
will  show  a  deficiency  of  from  40  to  50  per  cent.,  as  compared 
with  the  crop  of  the  preceding  year.  In  view  of  the  improve- 
ment in  the  linen  trade,  the  scarcity  of  raw  material  has  resulted 
in  a  steady  advance  in  the  price  of  flax. 

The  export  of  grain  during  the  past  year  was  very  limited, 
being  only  about  one-third  of  the  quantity  shipped  in  1898.  The 
coming  season  promises  no  improvement,  as  barley  is  verj'  scarce. 

The  export  of  wood  also  showed  a  falling-off. 
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The  total  value  of  exports  from  Pernau  during  the  year  1899  Total  ralue  of 
amounted  to  408,512/^  of  which  334,415/.  went  to  Great  Britain,    exports. 

The  total  value  of  imports,  viz.,  203,570Z.,  is  vastly  in  excess  Total  ralue  of 
of  the  total  for  the  preceding  or  any  previous  year.     The  increase  ^^^^po**"- 
is  chiefly  due  to  the  large  quantities  of  material  and  machinery 
required  for  the  wood-pulp  works  in  course  of  erection  here  by  a 
German  Company. 

Tlie  navigation  opened  last  year  at  the  end  of  March.     Tlie  Shipping, 
total  number  of  British  steamers  visiting  this  port  was  30,  with  a 
total  tonnage  of  24,382  register  tons,  as  compared  with  36  steamers 
and  29,066  tons  in  the  preceding  year. 

There  have  been  no  epidemics  during  the  past  yeaa*. 

In  the  annexed  returns  9  r.  40  c.  is  taken  to  equal  1/.  Public  health* 

Annex  A. — Retukn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of   Pernau 
during  the  Year  1899. 

Enteked. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


NaUonallty. 

1                 ■■    . 

— 

■ 

_.  -     — 



1  Nomherof 
VeBsala.    | 

Tons. 

Number  of 
yeaaela. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

British       

. 

80 

24,8^ 

80 

24,882 

Bnnian     

1          "       ' 

8,462 

1 

690 

16 

4,062 

Gennan     

6 

210 

26 

ia>676 

80 

18,886 

Danish      

4 

380 

8 

2,076 

7 

2,466 

Norwegian      and 

Swedish 

4 

870 

8 

4,794 

12 

5,164 

Dutch        

1 

198 

1 

1.096 

2 

1,294 

Auatro-HaDgarian 

... 

... 

1 

1,496 

1 

1.496 

Total      

28        '' 

4.6M 

69 

48,110 

97 

52,740 

„  for  the  year 

1 

preceding      ... 

12        ' 

1,606 

86 

61,480 

98 

63,086 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Vaaaela               TOUS. 

Number  of 
Veisela. 

Tons. 

Number  Of 

VesseU. 

Tons. 

British      

Russian     

German     

Danish       

Norweoian      and 

Swedish 

Dutch        

Anstro-Hungarian 

14        '         8,616 
5                    210 
4                    890 

4                    370 
1                    198 

80 
1 

25 
8 

8 

1 
1 

24,882 

690 

18,676 

2,076 

5;SS 

80 
16 
80 

7 

12 
2 

1 

24,882 

4,106 
18,886 
2,466 

5,166 
1,294 
1,496 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preceding 

28        '         4,684 
12                 1,496 

69 
86 

48,112      I            97 
61,480                 98 

62,79« 
62,97« 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export 
iliirinrr  the  Years  1S99-98. 


ArticJet. 

1899. 

1 

Quantity. 
15,895 

Talue. 

Qaantity. 

V\hx  and  (*odi11a     . .     Tonti 

333.390 

18,2lfl 

58.7^ 

Barler          ..          ..     Qimrtere. . 

21.538 

2l,8«« 

Bye.*.         ..         . 

1,739 

2,344 

21,341 

Cnishinf;  IiDMed    . . 

12439 

26,120 

20.118 

Sowing  Iinfced               lli:   -   - 

6.925 

8,912 

U,5aM 
384^6^ 

Wood          ..          ..     Pi.-.T-      .. 

453,000 

15,2ft0 

Other  articles 

"' 

578 

T.tol 

" 

40)^512 

Annex   (\ — Kkturn   of   Principal  Articles  of    Impo 
(luring  the  Years  1899-08. 


I 


1899. 

il 

Articlctf. 

4 

Quantity.        Value. 

Quantaip 

£ 

Herrings 

Barrels  .. 

600               638 

500 

Coke  and  cowl 

,  Tons 

15,663           15.885 

2,028 

Chemical  manure  .. 

' 

1,337             3,258 

902 

Grindstone . . 

82                179 

ao 

Corkwood    .. 

48             1,010 

164 

Iron., 

) 

831             8,330 

I80a 

Steel  rails    .. 

j      , 

160             1 ,894 

••    ■ 

Lead 

^ 

640           29,152 

..    ■ 

Cement 

890            2,18:i 

Firebricks  . . 

1,640             2,218 

Machinery  . . 

2,077         134,093 

Sundries 

•• 

4,730 

Total 

•• 

203,570 

•• 

Digitized  by 


Googl 


PBRNAU. 


21 


Annex  D. — Tablk  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Pemau  to  and  from  Foreign  Coimtries 
during  the  Yeai-s  1899-98. 


Ooontrj. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1899.       1        1898. 

1899. 
£ 

1898. 

£                      £ 

£ 

Great  Britain  . 

334,415            351,140 

19,500                4.482 

Germany 

9,355              12,070 

22,250                       4 

France  .. 

3,280 

47,705 

.. 

Holland 

42,669 

109,956 

158,935       t          1,170 

Belgium 

8,517 

18,127 

1,066       i 

Portugal 

9,993 

10,025 

1         4,582 

Denmark 

283 

332 

..            (           •• 

Norway . . 

, , 

, , 

688                   532 

Sweden . . 

•  • 

145 

1,181 

•• 

Total     . 

•         •  • 

408,512 

549,500 

203,570 

10,720 

<656) 
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Report  on  ilie  Trade  and  ComTnerce  of  the  Conmclar  District  of 
Odessa""  for  tlie  Tear  1899 

By  Consul-general  Smith 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  August  20, 1900.) 

The  agricultural  condition  of  South  Eussia  is  not  favourable.  Biqwrtt^ 
For  three  successive  years  the  crops  in  this  usually  productive  C^ewftl*. 
Consular  district  have  fallen  far  below  the  average,  and  of  the  ten 
provinces  which  compose  it  a  considerable  area  of  territory  has 
been  lately  suffering  from  famine.     In  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Russian  Government  to  stay  the  alarming  spread  of  poverty  in     ^ 
the  once-thriving  rural  districts,  the  peasantry  are  gradually  sinking 
under  its  depressing  influences.     House-to-house  collections  were 
made  at  Odessa  and  other  towns  of  South  Russia  for  alleviating 
the    distress   occasioned   by    hunger  and    disease,    while   large 
quantities  of  iirain  destined  for    exportation  were  forwarded  to 
Bessarabia  and  other  districts  where  the  need  was  most  urgent. 

The  report  just  published  by  the  Odessa  Department  of  Trade 
and  Manufactures  on  the  grain  trade  of  last  year  of  this  important 
export  centre  begins  with  the  statement,  based  on  statistical  data, 
that  for  Odessa  and  South  Russia  the  year  1899  was  the  most 
unsatisfactory  on  record.  Foremost  among  the  causes  that  con- 
tributed to  this  result,  besides  the  failure  of  the  crops,  they 
enumerate  the  keen  competition  of  the  many  new  outlets  for  the 
export  of  grain  in  South  Russia,  the  inordinate  number  of  middle- 
men, and  the  plentiful  harvests  in  Europe  and  America. 

Even  as  compared  with  the  meagre  figures  of  1897  (1,523,610 
tons)  and  1898  (1,468,119  tons)  the  exports  of  the  year  under 
review  show  a  considerable  faUing-off*,  the  quantity  of  cereals 
expoited  being  only  about  1,017,000  tons. 

Last  year's  transactions  in  wheat  on  the  Odessa  market  for  the 
United  Kingdom  were  not  marked  by  any  distinguishing  feature, 
as  the  trade  on  the  whole  dragged. 

In  the  early  spring  there  was  a  fair  business  doing,  chiefly  for 
Hull  at  prices  ranging  from  29s.  M.  to  3  Is.  &d.  per  quarter  of 
492  lbs.  ci.f.  Hull ;   after  a  small  spurt  at  that  time  the  market 

•  This  report  is  mostly  based  on  the  annual  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Odessa  Department  of  Trade  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  I  would  make 
my  hearty  acknowledgments  for  their  courtesv  in  giving  advunce  sheets 

(659)  A   2 
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became  extremely  dull,  and  a  few  unsold  parcels  afloat  and  near  at 
hand  were  almost  impossible  to  sell,  except  at  great  loss  to 
exporters. 

The  autumn  trade  was  of  a  similar  character,  although  a  few 
parcels  of  wheat  were  placed  trom  31s.  to  32«.  before  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities  in  the  Transvaal,  the  market  then  collapsed  entirely, 
and  prices  dropped  3«.  to  4s.,  and  27^.  6rf.  to  295.  were  the  only 
rates  obtainable  until  well  on  in  the  winter,  in  fact  until  past  the 
turn  of  the  year. 

The  total  failure  of  the  harvest  in  South  Bessarabia  greatly 
afiTected  the  small  trade  with  England,  for  wheat  from  that  district 
generally  finds  a  ready  market  in  London,  Hull  and  Liverpool ; 
the  finer  qualities  of  azimas  are  chiefly  taken  by  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  Swiss  markets. 

To  sura  up,  Russia  last  year  was  not  able  to  compete.  With  a 
short  crop  prices  of  Russian  wheat  kept  above  equivalents  on 
consuming  markets,  for  South  America  with  a  splendid  harvest 
was  keeping  every  one  supplied  at  cheaper  rates. 

Despite  the  falling-off  in  the  exports,  Odessa  still  ranks  as  the 
largest  grain  export  centre  of  the  Russian  Empire,  Nikolaiev, 
Rostof,  Libau,  Novorosseisk,  St  Petersburg,  and  Riga  following  in 
corresponding  order  of  importance.  The  grain  export  of  the  whole 
Russian  Empire  amounted  to  about  5,161,270  tons.  The  United 
Kingdom  continues  to  be  Russia's  best  customer,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  table  of  exports  from  Odessa  to  foreign  countries  : — 


Country. 

Quantity. 

1899. 

1898. 

United  Kingdom 

HoUand 

Germanj 

France 

Belgium 

July        

Turkey 

Spain 

Bgypt    ••      

Austna-Hungary 

Greece 

Bulgaria 

Far  £a«t  and  other  countries  . . 

Tonn. 

287,581 

237,086 

127,120 

127,088 

76,627 

60,763 

33,227 

11,286 

8,190 

6,997 

2,966 

2,273 

36,597 

Tons. 
449,022 
444,426 
256,532 
127,608 
116,615 
126,284 
36,786 

8,141 

8,188 

6,995 

2,966 

40,000  (P) 

Total 
Value 

1,017,760 

£ 
4,960,637 

1,617,311 

•  • 

The  stocks  of  grain  at  Odessa  on  January  1, 1900,  were  258,066 
tons,  and  on  January  1, 1899,  338,710  tons. 
Mineral  oili.         The  export  from  Russia  of  mineral  oil  has  considerably  in- 
creased.   The  estimated  augmentation  is  at  least   306,300    tons 
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The  principal  port  of  export  is  Batoum  (999,500  tx)n8),  and  Novo- 
rosseisk  (112,852  tons),  Odessa,  as  in  former  years,  serves  as  an 
important  centre  for  distribution  and  storage. 

Tobacco  (so-called  Turkish)  is  exported  from  Odessa  to  the^o^***** 
United  Kingdom,  Auitria-Hungary,  Germany,  and  Japan,  in  the 
shape  of  cigars,  cigarettes,  leaf  and  cut  tobacco.  Eussian  snuflf 
finds  a  market  in  Bulgaria.  Large  quantities  of  South  Russian 
tobacco  are  shipped  to  the  Far  East.  The  tobacco  crop  was  an 
averaijre  one  in  Russia  last  year ;  it  was  satisfactory  both  in 
quantity  and  (quality  in  the  Crimea  and  Caucasus,  but  below  the 
average  in  Bessarabia.     The  prices  range  as  follows  : — 


1899. 

Per  Lb. 

1898. 

Per  Pood. 

Per  Pood. 

Per  Lb. 

Dubeo 

Sira  postal 

Basma — 
Sira  postal 
£ir  bavma 

Boubles. 
40  to  100 
22  „    55 

20  ..    25 
22  „    55 

#.    d.      #.   d. 
%    4i  to  6  11 
1     3i„3    3 

1     2    „  1     51 
1     3i  „  8    8 

Boubles. 
42  to  120 
35  „    54 

18  „    25 
22  „    56 

#.    d,      #. 
2    5ito7 
2    01  „  3 

1    Of  „  1 
1     3i  „  3 

d, 

1 
2i 

6i 
31 

NoTB. — Tobacco  is  likewise  imported  from  abroad. 

The  export  of  timber,  especially  for  building  purposes,  has  con-  Timbeii 
siderably  decreased,  the  quantity  in  1899  being  only  20,190  tons 
(exclusive  of  transit  trade),  whereas  it  amounted  in  1898  to  36,509 
tons.  Boards  are  shipped  to  the  TJnited  Kingdom,  France,  Egypt, 
Holland,  and  Belgium ;  beams  and  logs  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  France.  Tl*ere  is  a  large  transit  trade  in  timber  from  Austria- 
Hungary  through  Russia  to  the  Far  East,  France,  and  Holland,  for 
Germany.  The  figures  given  are  92,620  tons  in  1899,  and  110,774 
tons  in  1898. 

Accoi;ding  to  the  Customs  returns  the  remarkable  features  in  Imports, 
the  import  trade  of  1899  are  the  increased  demand  for  Ceylon  and 
China  teas,  which  attained  the  high  figure  of  7,500,000  lbs.,  a  sub- 
stantial advance  of  about  1,000,000  lbs.  over  1898,  and  for  coal,  of 
which  the  importation  has  been  nearly  quintupled,  i.«.,  from  32,480 
tons  in  1898,  to  160,200  tons  in  1899. 

Ceylon  tea  is  consumed  in  increasing  quantities,  and  is  com-  Ceylon  tea. 
peting  favourably  with  China  teas.  Japanese  tea  has  been  intro- 
duced into  Russia,  but  it  is  not  suited  to  Russian  tastes,  and 
cannot  compete  with  Ceylon  teas  either  in  quality  or  price.  Tea 
grown  in  the  Caucasus  has  failed  so  far  to  secure  a  footing  in 
this  market,  the  cost  of  its  production  being  too  high. 

The  bulk  of  the  tea  imported  here  passes  in  transit  to  Moscow 
and  other  towns.  The  insurrection  in  China  will,  it  is  feared, 
afifect  this  trade,  as  the  vessels  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet,  which  carry 
tea  at  preferential  rates  of  fi^eight,^  are  at  present  engaged  as 
Government  transports,  and  in  many  instances  have  ali^eady 
declined  cargo  from  merchants. 

(659 >  A  3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Jute. 


6  ODESSA. 

Owing  to  the  decreased  activity  of  the  spinning  mills  in  the 
Lodz  district,  which  draw  their  supplies  through  Odessa,  the  im- 
ports of  raw  cotton  from  Egypt  has  decreased  by  about  one-half 
compared  with  1898. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  jute,  which  did  not  attain  to  even 
half  the  quantity  imported  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  large  importation  of  metals  from  abroad  was  fully  main- 
tained during  the  past  year.  The  importation  would,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Exchange  Committee,  have  increased  had  British  firms  not 
been  prevented  from  executing  orders  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
labour  caused  by  the  Transvaal  War. 

Pig-iron  showed  a  slight  decrease  of  1,932  tons  in  1898,  and  of 
1,680  tons  in  1899.  Prices  for  Monkland  pig  ranged  from  2s.  bd.  to 
2s.  6d,  per  pood  for  No.  1  quality  ;  Newport  No.  1, 2s.  5d.  to  2s.  6rf. 
per  pood,  which  was  somewhat  higher  than  in  1898.  Iron  of 
various  descriptions  was  imported  to  the  amount  of  38,445  tons 
in  1899,  and  38,220  tons  in  1898.  The  imports  at  Odessa  increased, 
while  those  of  the  whole  Empire  decreased  by  33,900  tons. 

Prices  at  Odessa,  per  pood  of  36  lbs.,  were — 


Per  Pood  of  36  Lbs. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

British  sbeet-iron*    ..         .. 

Belgian  sheet-iron 

Westphalian  sheet-iron 

Russian  sheet-iron 

Boubles. 

2-70  to  305 

2-50   „   2-90 

,      2-70   „   8-30 

'                      3  10 

#.    d.       s,   d. 
5    9  to  6    6 
5    4    „   6    2 
5    9    „   6  10 
6    7 

*  20  per  cent,  hieher  than  in  1898.     This  iron,  which  is  used  for  roofing, 
cannot  be  manufactured  locally  at  the  same  price. 


Coal. 


The  imports  of  steel  were  4,030  tons,  value  23,340/.,  including 
680  tons  of  rails,  in  1898,  and  3,416  tons  steel  (675  tons  of  rails)  in 
1899.  The  total  imports  for  the  whole  Empire  have  fallen  30,700 
tons.  Prices  at  Odessa  for  rolled  steel,  4  r.  20  c.  (8s.  llrf.);  for 
instruments,  5  to  12  r.  (10s.  ^d.  to  11,  os.  6d) ;  for  springs,  1  r.  90  c 
to  2  r.  50  c.  (4s.  0\d,  to  5s.  4eZ.) ;  rails,  1  r.  30  c.  (2s.  9A). 

The  imports  of  copper  were  about  1,220  tons.  Prices  for 
sheets,  17  r.  50  c.  (11,  17s.  3^^.),  according  to  size;  bolts  (round), 
17  r.  55  c.  to  20  r.  {11,  17s.  lOd.  to  21  2s.  U,)]  in  bars  (British), 
16  r.  to  18  r.  75  c.  {11  14s.  to  It  19s.  lid,).  These  prices  are 
quite  20  per  cent,  higher  than  those  of  1898. 

The  imports  of  tin  were  600  tons  in  1899,  and  1,110  tons  in 
1898,  the  decrease  being  due  to  abnormal  rise  in  price — some  60 
per  cent.  English  tin  in  bars,  from  18  r.  40  c.  (IV.  19s.  Id,)  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  rose  to  28  r.  50  c.  (3/.  Os.  M,), 

The  imports  of  lead  were  2,800  tons  in  18^9,  and  3,000  tons 
in  1898.     Prices,  2  r.  60  c.  to  3  r.  80  c.  (5s.  &d,  to  8s.). 

The  imports  of  coal  from  Great  Britain  have  been  considerable 
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during  the  year  under  review.  The  quantity  imported  at  Odessa 
was,  as  already  stated,  160,200  tons  of  the  value  of  lll,200t  The 
total  imports  into  Russia  were  2,006,000  tons  in  1898  and  3,836,600 
tons  in  1899. 

The  native  supply  of  coal  would  sufiSce  for  South  Bussia 
were  it  not  apt  to  be  interrupted  in  winter  by  frequent  blocks 
of  snow  and  by  the  insufficiency  of  rolling  stock.  Last 
winter  the  supply  of  coal  from  the  interior  could  not  be  main- 
tained. Stocks  were  allowed  to  be  depleted  and  when  exhausted 
a  coal  famine  set  in.  Native  industries  suffered  keenly  and  the 
inhabitants  of  large  towns  were  left  without  fuel  during  part  of 
the  cold  winter  season.  The  Minister  of  Finance  accordingly 
sanctioned  the  importation  of  coal  at  a  reduced  duty  of  1^  c*  per 
poud  instead  of  6  c.  for  household  purposes,  steamship  companies 
and  railways.  This,  however,  is  only  a  temporary  measure,  the 
privilege  expiring  in  September  next.  The  quantity  to  be  imported 
was  also  limited  as  follows : — 


For— 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

Honaehold  purposes . .  96,780 

Kussiftn  Steam  Navigation  Company        . .  48,214 

Azotf  Steamship  Company |  8,036 

Black  Sea  Danube  Steamship  Company    . .  ,  6,429 

South  Russian  railways ,         80,600 


} 


^d,  per  pood, 
1«.  lOd.  per  ton 

Duty  free 


Factories  and  works  did  not  benefit  by  these  concessions,, 
notwithstanding  their  repeated  petitions. 

To  prevent  a  recurrence  of  last  year's  coal  famine,  the  Minister 
of  Finance  has  ordered  the  establishment  of  coal  depots  at  all 
important  towns  and  ports.  Steps  will  also  be  taken  to  extend 
the  network  of  railways  in  the  mining  districts,  and  a  closer 
surveillance  will  be  exercised  over  the  working  of  the  mines. 
For  lack  of  means  mine  owners,  in  many  instances,  have  worked  the 
upper  strata  only  and  produced  coal  of  a  low  quality,  for  which 
high  prices  were  demanded  and  artificially  maintained.  In  future, 
it  IS  hoped,  speculation  will  not  be  allowed  to  play  so  large  a  part 
in  the  coal  trade. 

252,278  tons  of  Eussian  coal  were  brought  to  Odessa  in  1899 
and  306,280  tons  in  1898. 

Notwithstanding  the  high  duty,  the  importation  of  rice  has  Rice, 
increased.  The  duty  on  Persian  rice  is  only  5  per  cent,  ad 
valorem^  which  means  about  8d.  per  cwt.,  while  that  on  other 
crude  rice  is  40  c.  gold  per  poud  or  about  3s.  6rf.  per  cwt  A 
reduction  in  the  latter  has  long  Been  expected.  Were  it  reduced 
to  the  rate  for  Persian  rice,  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  would 
be  a  further  very  marked  increase.  Persian  rice  is  inferior  and 
not  always  obtainable ;  the  supply  of  it  is  irregular  and 
inadequate.     The    reduction   of  duty   on    other    rice  would   be 

*  1  oopeck  per  pood  at  present  exchange  means  1*.  3f</.  per  long  ton. 
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Win*. 


Tegeteblat. 


CaMU. 


Nitrate  of 
■oda. 


Exchange. 


Customs 
receipts. 


beneficial  to  the  conaomer,  to  j^he  local  rice  millB  and  to  the 
railways. 

The  foreign  wine  most  in  demand  here  is  French.  Beaid^ 
wines  in  casks,  60,000  bottles  of  effervescent  wine,  mostly  French, 
were  imported. 

Pains  are  being  taken  with  ever-increasing  success  to  im^ 
prove  the  wines  produced  in  Bessarabia  and  the  Crimea.  Even- 
tually this  movement  may  bring  about  a  practical  cessation 
of  imports  of  all  foreign  wines,  except  the  very  best  at  high 
prices. 

Fruit  and  vegetables  are  beginning  to  be  largely  imported. 
Duriuii;  the  cold  winter  months  it  is  diflScult  to  procure  fresh 
vegetables  except  at  a  cost  which  places  them  beyond  the 
purchasing  power  of  the  average  consumer.  The  increasing 
facilities  of  transport  make  it  possible  to  import  these  things 
from  Constantinople,  Alexandria,  &c.,  at  a  moderate  price. 

Lemons  and  oranges,  olives  and  almonds  are  not  grown  in  any 
part  of  llussia  (except  Sukhura),  and  are  constantly  imported. 
Apples,  pears,  grapes,  melons,  &c.,  are  grown  here  and  are  only 
occasionally  imported. 

It  might  be  worth  while  to  examine  whether  the  importation 
into  Russia  of  thoroughbred  stock  of  different  kinds  could  be 
made  remunerative.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  such  an 
enterprise  would  be  favourably  looked  upon  by  the  Grovernment, 
and  that  the  high  otficials  in  the  departments  concerned  would 
further  it  with  the  object  of  raising  the  present  rather  low 
standard  of  Russian  cattle  by  the  introduction  of  a  better  stiuin. 
The  Imperial  Moscow  Agricultural  Society  has  been  for  some  time 
past  using  every  endeavour  to  teach  farmers  the  necessity  of 
improving  their  stock  if  they  intend  to  keep  abreast  of  other 
European  countries  in  cattle  farming.  The  exhibitions  held  from 
time  to  time  in  various  parts  of  the  Empire  seem  to  offer  good 
opportunities  for  establishing  such  a  trade  with  this  country. 
English  stock  is  already  much  thought  of  and  the  auctions  with 
which  the  exhibitions  are  brought  to  a  close  would  give  oppor- 
tunities for  a  profitable  sale. 

Nitrate  of  soda  is  being  imported  from  Chile,  principally  via 
Hamburg,  but  also  through  London,  in  increasing  quantities.  No 
statistics  have  been  published  since  1897,  when  the  importation 
was  returned  at  12,800  tons.  It  is  carried  by  Russian  milways 
at  reduced  rates  of  freight  under  the  same  conditions  as  agri- 
cultural produce. 

The  exchange  on  London  at  three  months'  sight  opened  at 
9  r.  38  c.  per  1/.  in  January ;  in  June  it  stood  at  9  r.  38^  c,  falling 
to  9  r.  33  c.  early  in  December  and  rising  again  to  9  r.  37  c.  at  the 
close  of  the  year.  Up  to  June  30  of  this  year  the  exchange  has 
averaged  about  9  r.  38^  c ;  on  June  30  it  stood  at  9  r.  39^  c. 

The  customs  receipts  during  1899  amounted  to  24,910,000  r. 
(2,650,000/.).  as  compared  with  18,170,000  r.  (l,933,000i)  in  1898. 

The  following  table  gives  the  movement  of  all  foreign-going 
shipping  at  the  port  of  Odessa  during  the  year  1899 : — 
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Nationality* 

1 

Number  < 

>f  Yessels. 

Steam. 

Tonnage. 

Sailing. 

British 

Russian 

Austrian 

Italian 

German 

Greek .  • 

•  •         •• 

•  •         •  • 

•  •         •• 

•  •         •■ 

•  a                  •• 

-  - 1 

•  • 
2 

*2 

12 
19 

• . 
5 

846 

218 

67 

70 

50 

38 

8 

26 

8 

11 

568,191 
819,988 
102,518 
101,068 
66,108 
44,239 

Turkish 
French 

Norwegian     .  • 
Other  oonntries 

•  •                    a  •                    •  • 

•  •                    •  •                    •  • 

•  •                    ••                    ..    t 

•  •                    •  •                    •  • 

preceding     year 
ipping  in  1898    . . 

5,612 
45,746 
13,629 
18,302 

Total  .. 

„    for 
(1898) 

40 
35 

837        1 
1,015 

1.275,251 
1,518,243 

British  sh 

1 

500         ! 

769.320 

NoTE.~In  the  year  1898  the  British  tonnage  was  just  over  50  per  cent  of  the 
whole ;  in  the  year  1899  it  was  just  orer  44  per  cent. 

Freights  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  subject  to  rather  less  Frei^to. 
fluctuation  than  is  ordinarily  the  case ;  the  year  began  with  rates 
of  about  lis.  per  ton;  by  about  the  end  of  March  they  had 
fallen  to  8s.,  and  in  some  cases  even  as  low  as  6s.  The  rates 
then  rose  imtil,  by  the  beginning  of  June,  they  had  reached  10s., 
falling  again  in  July  to  6s.,  and  August  to  7s.,  when,  owing  to 
the  coilsiderable  tonnage  taken  up  for  the  South  African  War,  the 
rates  went  up  in  September  to  lis.;  October,  12s.;  falling  during 
November  to  9s. ;  and  closing  the  year  at  about  8s.  6^. 

As  regards  the  present  year  (1900)  freights  to  the  United 
Kingdom  commenced  in  fJanuaiy  very  steady  at  8s.  They  rose 
in  February  to  9s.  6d,  but,  falling  again  slightly,  stood  through 
March  and  April  at  9s.,  after  which  they  rose,  during  May,  to 
10s.  and  lis.,  and  in  June  attained  12s. 

A  new  icebreaker,  built  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  was  acquired  icehxeaker* 
by  the  harbour  authorities  in  October  last  at  a  cost  of  36,100/. 
Her  engines  develop  2,000  i.h.p.,  and  she  is  also  fitted  as  a  salvage 
ship.  At  times,  when  cold  weather  threatens  to  block  the  harbour, 
a  channel  through  the  ice  is  cut  three  times  a  week  for  inward 
bound  vessels,  viz.,  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays,  and  for 
outward  bound  vessels  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays. 
The  charges  are  100  r.  (about  10/.  10s.)  for  conve^-ing  a  vessel  one 
way  only.  This  charge  has  been  reduced  in  favour  of  the  coasting 
trade  to  50  r. 

According  to  a  return  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  Russian 
the  Russian  mercantile  marine  on  January  1  last  numbered  657  ■^PPi^K- 
steamei-s  pf  the  estimated  value  of  9,251,000/.  and  2,143  sailing 
vessels  of  the  value  of  1,510,000/.     Of  the  steamers  nearly  all  are 
of  foreign  construction  (mostly  British),  but  of  the  sailing  vessels 
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a  large  proportion  were  built  in  the  Baltic  provinces.  Of  the 
above  detailed  vessels  159  steamers  and  460  sailing  vessels 
have  been  added  to  the  mercantile  navy  wijbhin  the  last  three 
years. 

Odessa  is  the  chief  port  of  registry  in  the  Black  Sea.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Customs  returns  the  number  of  vessels  registered  here  on 
January  1,  1899,  was  265  steamers  and  535  sailing  vessels,  and 
on  January  1,  1900,  282  steamers  and  540  sailing  vessels. 
17  new  steamers  were  added  to  the  mercantile  fleet,  11  of  which 
were  large  ocean-going  steamers  aggregating  13,434  tons  and  six 
smaller  steamers  of  2,212  tons,  also  five  sailing  vessels  of  214  tons. 

The  Eussian  Steam  Navigation  Company  is  the  largest  Russian 
shipping  undertaking.  Its  fleet  on  January  1,  1900,  consisted  of 
37  passenger  steamers,  seven  cargo-passenger  steamers,  and 
19  cargo  steamers.  The  "Diana,"  a  large  vessel  of  7,500 
registered  tons,  built  in  England,  and  two  smaller  steamers  were 
added  to  the  fleet  in  1899.  As  British  yards  were  unable  to 
accept  further  work,  orders  were  placed  at  Kiel  for  three  large 
vessels,  the  "Jupiter,"  "Mercury,"  and  "Palada,"  for  trade  between 
Odessa  and  the  Far  East  and  the  Baltic  and  Black  Seas ;  also  for 
one  tank  and  two  river  steamers  for  the  Dnieper.  The  business 
of  this  compemy  increased  so  much  that  it  had  to  charter  vessels 
to  accommodate  the  traflSc. 
Volunteer  The  Russian  Volunteer  Fleet  on  January  1  consisted  of  six 

Fleet.  f^^  cruisers  and  eight  cargo  vessels,  with   an  aggregate  cargo- 

carrying  capacity  of  88,709  tons.  The  "Moscow,"  a  fast  cargo- 
carrying  cruiser,  of  14,000  tons  displacement,  was  added  to  the 
fleet  in  189!).  A  second  "Moscow" — the  "Poltava" — is  now 
under  construction  in  England. 

The  number  of  sailings  for  the  Far  East  was  31,  as  against 
30  in  1898.  1,836  passengers,  13,344  soldiera  and  families,  7,459 
emigrants,  and  833  convicts  were  conveyed  to  the  Far  East  in  1899. 
The  cargo  carried  was  83,130  tons,  including  51,500  tons  of  Govern- 
ment stores,  munitions  of  war,  and  railway  material,  and  26,400 
tons  of  merchandise  belonging  to  commercial  firms  and  individuals. 
The  homeward  cargo  amounted  to  30,321  tons,  of  which  30,113 
tons  belonged  to  private  firms,  and  208  tons  to  Government. 
Among  the?  arrivals  from  the  Far  East  there  were  7,410  time- 
expired  soldiers  and  607  passengers. 

The  principal  goods  shipped  from  Odessa  to  the  Far  East  were 
grain,  flour,  sugar,  butter,  margarine,  tobacco,  beer,  cement,  iron 
and  steel,  rails,  paraffin  oil,  lubricating  oils,  earthenware,  glass 
and  looking-glass,  machinery,  paper,  leather,  textiles,  wearing 
apparel,  instruments,  and  implements. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  small  quantity  of  salt  shipped  (only 
300  tons),  whereas  the  demand  is  several  thousands  of  tons  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Department  of  Trade.  The  price  of  salt  in  the 
Far  East  is  said  to  be  as  high  as  4s.  3rf.  per  36  lbs. 

On  the  homeward  voyages  the  cargo  brought  to  Odessa  is 
principally  tea  from  China  and  Ceylon,  copra,  castor  oil  seed,  and 
groceries. 
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The  vessels  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet  also  conveyed  19,000. 
con.5cripts  from  Odessa  and  other  ports  in  South  Eussia  to 
Batoum. 

The  present  disturbances  in  China  have  considerably  increased 
the  work  of  this  company,  and,  at  present,  the  law  which  came 
into  effect  on  January  14,  1900,  restricting  the  carrying  trade 
between  Eussian  ports,  wherever  situated,  to  vessels  under  the 
Eussian  flag,  is  not  being  enforced. 

To  encourage  emigration  to  the  Far  East,  the  fares  for 
intending  settlers  by  vessels  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet  have 
been  reduced  to  80  r.  (about  8  guineas)  for  adults,  40  r.  for 
children  between  the  ages  of  2  and  12,  and  infants  free  of 
charge,  while  their  luggage  is  now  carried  at  the  rate  of  50  c. 
per  poud  (Is.  Id.  per  36  lbs.).  A  considerable  diversion  in  favour 
of  the  overland  route  is  expected,  owing  to  the  low  fares  adver- 
tised on  the  Siberian  railway  ;  a  journey^  say  from  Kieff  to 
Khabarovsk,  would,  under  the  present  tariff,  cost  about  25  r. 
(21,  128.), 

A  new  company  (the  Eussian  Eastern  Asiatic)  is  being  formed  N«w 
at  Odessa.     In  October,  1899,  it  purchased  a  British  steamer,  now  9*«an»l»^P 
named  the  "  Manchuria."     The  acquisition  of  five  new  ships  is  ^™P"^*** 
contemplated.     These  vessels  are  to  run  between  Odessa  and  the 
Far  East.     The  formation  of  the  steamship  company  "  Neptune," 
with  a  capital  of   214,000/.,  has  received    the   sanction   of    the 
Minister   of   Finance ;  also   of  the   steamship   company   "  Euss," 
with  a  capital  of  107,000/.,  and  another  company  to  be  named 
the    Ocean    Steamship    Company,    likewise    with   a   capital    of 
214,000/.     All  these  companies  are  to  trade  with  the  Far  East. 
The  Union  Steamship  Company  of  Copenhagen  obtained  permis- 
sion  to  transfer  seven  vessels  of  18,000  tons  to  the  Eussian  flag, 
in  order,  by    so  doing,  to  continue  to  participate  in  the  Baltic- 
Black  Sea  trade,  which  is  now   reserved   exclusively  to   vessels 
under  the  Eussian  flag. 

The  trade  between  the  r>altic  and  Black  Seas,  formerly  open  Trade 
to  all  flags,  but  now  reserved  to  Eussian  steamers,  is  beginning  to  g^*^'?®'^  , 
develop,   though   it   is   still   very   small.      The   shipments  fromg^tigg^^ 
Odessa  amounted  to  25,987    tons,   and   from   the   ports  on   the 
Baltic  to  27,600  tons  in  1899. 

The  shipments  from  Odessa  consist  of  sugar,  tobacco,  flour, 
wine,  fruit,  cement,  lead,  confectionery,  salted  fish,  iron,  steel,  rice, 
&c.  The  merchandise  brought  to  Odessa  consists  principally  of 
manufactured  goods,  paper,  vodka,  cocoanut  oil,  jute  bags,  india- 
rubber  goods,  gunpowder,  paints,  &c. 

The  partial  failure  of  the  crops  in   ]  899  coming  immediately  Blact  Sea 
after  other  scanty  harvests,  had  its  effect  on  the  coasting  trade,  ?^^^^ 
for  large  lighters,  towed  by  tugs,   and   sailing   vessels   are   the       ®' 
principal  means  for  bringing  grain  to  Odessa.     In  1899  the  total 
imports  coastwise  amounted  to  1,151,450  tons,  against  1,498,600 
tons  in  1898.     In  1899,  413,000  tons  were  exported  coastwise — 
about  the  same  as  the  year  before.     The  cargoes  consist  of  cereals, 
fruit,  tea,  fish,  wine,  tobacco,  coal,  iron,  machinery,  cattle,  bricks, 
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cement,  &c.  During  the  year  4,193  entries  of  vessels  coastwise, 
exclusive  of  barges  and  lighters,  are  recorded,  with  a  total 
registered  tonnage  of  1,503,900  tons,  of  which  1,734  entries 
amounting  to  80,800  tons  were  sailing  vessels. 

Oropt,  Although  no  definite  news  of  this  year's  harvest  is  obtainable 

from  official  sources,  the  indications  are  nevertheless  favourable, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  happy  influence  of  an  average  return 
will  lead  to  a  revival  of  activity  in  the  market. 

Odj^^jnwitt-  In  1899  the  number  of  registered  factories  in  the  Odessa 
prefecture  was  520  and  1,863  tradesmen's  workshops.  Of  the 
former  26  ceased  work  during  the  year.  The  remaining  494 
factories  employed  20,859  hands — 16,247  men  and  4,612  women— 
and  the  value  of  their  manufactures  was  6,355,353/.  The  work- 
shops owned  by  tradesmen  employed  5,416  skilled  workmen  and 
10,000  apprentices,  while  the  value  of  their  manufactures  was 
356,968/.  The  total  number  of  factories  and  workshops  was 
therefore  2,357  ;  36,275  operatives,  and  the  value  of  the  naanufac- 
tures  6,712,321/. 

In   addition   to   the  above  there   are  several  large  factories 
belonging  to  the  Government. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the  principal  factories : — 


laotoriM. 
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I         Number  of — 


Description. 


Factories. 


Sugar  refineriee 

Tea  packing  . .         •  • 

Flour  mills  .  • 

Oil  mills       

Tanneries     .. 
Engineering..  ..         ,, 

Tobacco        •• 
Soap  ..         .. 

Jute  ..         ..         .. 

Bakeries        ..         .. 

Cork 

Typo  and  lithographic 

Tinning 

Agricultural  machinery 

Boxes,  pails,  and  cans 

Breweries 

Confectionery  •  • 

Textile  

Conserves      ..  .. 

Brick 

Bope 

Wax  candles 
Bice  .. 

Cream  of  tartar       .  • 
Furniture     ..  •• 

Sweets  •• 

Bolt  and  nut  works.  • 
Cigarette  paper 
Margarine     .. 

Gas 

Coopery        

Miscellaneous  output  of  from 

100,000  to  300,000  r.       .. 
Miscellaneous      output    of 

under  100,000  r 

Total     . . 


•  Not  published. 


10 

19 
6 

12 

10 
9 

15 
1 

22 
3 

40 
6 
6 
3 
5 

n 

31 
7 

19 
2 
2 
4 
2 

10 
5 
1 

10 
1 
1 
1 

106 

112 


494 


Workmen. 


1,833 
662 
465 
343 
535 

1,804 
899 
226 
920 
430 
982 

1,054 
163 
527 
603 
808 
420 
735 
171 

1,936 

290 

35 

102 

44 

447 

136 

120 

469 

40 

110 

269 

2,567 

1,714 


20,859 


Value  of 
Manu- 
factures. 


£ 

1,909,590 

878,310 

451,916 

335,522 

268,460 

204,310 

133,170 

12,425 

117,020 

115,430 

89,520 

88,050 

87,200 

86,060 

85,070 

82,870 

68,940 

68,810 

65,210 

65.080 

68,360 

54,000 

52,920 

50,210 

48,320 

46,850 

46,060 

43,940 

38,510 

88,360 

36,310 

457,220 

171,830 


6,355,353 


Increase  or 
Decrease 
compared 

with  1898. 


149,890 

49,467 

168,829 

40,000 

24,840 

16,330 

5,920 

3.085 

10,650 

34,574 

690 

35,750 

75 

2,660 

36,560 

12,880 

5,297 

15,670 

13,723 

23,532 

4,212 

15,319 

13,600 

7,106 

1,053 

2,659 

467 

11,392 

37,230 

2,440 

2,800 


-    70,390t 


t  As  far  as  published. 


Besides  the  above-mentioned  there  were  14  undertakings 
which  failed  during  the  year,  mostly,  I  am  told,  working  on 
foreign  capital. 

The  year  1899  was  not  good  for  South  Russian  manufacturers.  Depression  in 
They  cannot  export,for  the  high  costof  production  and  the  inferiority  ^®^*^  Buatia. 
of  finish  and  quality  stand  too  much  in  their  way,  and  the  pro- 
tective duties,  though  high,  do  not  entirely  exclude  foreign  com- 
petition in  the  home  market.  So  that  last  year  there  was  little 
demand  for  their  goods  because,  owing  to  the  bad  harvests,  the 
mass  of  the  population  had  nothing  to  sell  and  consequently  were 
unable  to  buy. 

Local  banks,  during  the  financial  depression  of  last  autumn, 
refused    to  discount   bills    and    a  serious   financial   crisis    was 
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Sanflover 
cultiTation. 


threatened.  The  Government  bank  accepted  a  large  number  of 
bills  from  private  banks  to  avert  the  danger,  but  the  money 
market  nevertheless  continued  in  an  unsatisfactory  state  with 
the  result  that  several  of  the  weaker  undertakings  in  South  Bussia 
failed. 

Many  enterprises  have  been  started  in  South  Russia  and  have 
proved  remunerative,  but  to  the  investor  caution  is  necessary  in 
the  same  way  as  nearer  home,  llussia  is  exempt  neither  from  the 
company  promoter  who  starts  unsound  companies  to  draw  the 
capital  for  himself,  nor  from  speculators  who  make  tLeir  gains  from 
the  artificial  rise  and  fall  of  industrial  shares. 

The  maiiufautuiing  enterprises  in  South  Bussia  ap|»ear  to 
suffer  from  peculiar  ill-fortune.  Some  are  sound,  others  are  not. 
It  is  estimatetl  that  about  two-thirds  of  these  works  in  S<»uth 
Bussia  have  partially  or  entirely  stopped  working.  On  the  other 
hand  there  are  enterprises  which,  good  in  themselves,  fail  through 
being  insufficiently  supplied  with  capital.  They  have  to  bornow  at 
high  rates  «  f  inierest  which  swallow  up  the  profits. 

The  Ddessa  Department  of  Trade  and  Manufactures  attributes 
the  unsatisfactory  results  attained  by  many  of  the  local  trading 
enterprises  to  (1)  a  total  disregard  of  the  requirements  of  the 
bulk  of  the  population;  (2)  too  great  a  reliance  upon  the 
Bussian  protective  system ;  and  (3)  total  ignorance  of  the  economic 
conditions  under  which  work  has  to  be  conducted.  Most  of  these 
,  non-paying  concerns,  a  considerable  proportion  of  which  have 
ceased  work  altogether,  were  started  on  foreign  capital.  Bussian 
capitalists,  therefore,  fared  l)etter  than  they  would  have  done  had 
they  found  the  money  themselves. 

A  peculiar  difficulty  in  the  management  of  Bussian  industrial 
concerns  is  found  in  the  migratory  habits  of  the  Bussian  labourer 
whom  even  a  high  wage  is  unable  to  bind  to  one  spot.  Their 
vagrant  propensities  have  a  mischievous  effect  on  agriculture  as 
well  as  on  manufactures.  If  the  harvest  is  bad  the  labourers 
flock  to  the  industrial  centres.  As  soon  as  there  are  prospects  of 
a  good  harvest  they  abandon  their  employment  and  return  to  the 
country,  knowing  that  high  wages  will  be  found  there,  but  for- 
getting the  cost  of  their  journey  and  the  fact  that  the  high  wage5 
will  only  last  a  short  time.  Crops  ripen  verj^  quickly  so  that  in 
case  of  need  a  master  may  find  himself  obliged  to  offer  20  or  even 
40  r.  a  week  with  food.  But  machinery  is  found  to  be  better 
suited  to  these  conditions  than  hand  labour,  and  is  taking  its 
place. 

There  is  a  growing  demand  in  Bussia  for  oil  yielding  seeds, 
particularly  for  those  of  the  sunflower.  Until  recently  there  have 
been  but  few  mills  for  expressing  this  oil,  and  the  growers  finding 
no  market  at  home  sent  their  seed  abroad.  Now,  however,  there 
are  mills  in  Bussia  which  require  large  quantities  of  it,  and,  what 
is  more,  they  offer  l.he  growers  higher  prices  than  those  obtainable 
abroad.  With  the  mcreasmg  home  demand  a  falling-off  in  the 
exports  of  oil  seeds  may  be  looked  for  in  the  near  future. 

Samples   of  sunflower   seeds  were  recently  asked  for  by  the 
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Goveniment  of  Beugal,  where  it  is  intended  to  try  them.  From 
per^sonal  experience  I  know  that  the  plant  will  grow  very 
luxuriantly  in  East  Africa.  It  may  well  be  found  a  suitable  crop 
for  other  British  colonies. 

In  this  country  it  is  found  that  the  best  results  in  sunflower 
cultivation  are  obtained  from  a  well  tilled  soil,  with  not  too  much 
clay  in  its  composition  ;  it  should  be  well  ploughed  in  the  autumn 
and  harrowed  in  the  spring.  The  seed  should  be  sown  in  April 
or  May  in  every  second  or  third  furrow.  One  or  sometimes  two 
or  three  seeds  should  be  put  into  the  ground  at  a  distance  of  2  to 
4  inches  apart.  Broadcast  sowing  may  also  be  resorted  to,  care 
being  taken  that  only  one  seed  falls  in  every  2  sqnai^e  feet.  The 
quantity  of  seed  required  per  acre  is  20  lbs. ;  the  yield,  if  good, 
should  be  about  1,600  lbs.  The  yield  in  oil  of  seed  in  husks  is 
17  per  cent.»  without  husks  20  per  cent.  It  may  be  of  interest  to 
add  that  the  seed  is  much  liked  as  a  light  refreshment  by  the 
poorer  Russians  ;  indeed,  it  is  sold  in  the  streets  by  hawkers  to  be 
eaten  as  nuts  are  eaten  in  England. 

Capital  is  being  raised  by  the  Deutsch-Oesterreichische  phosphatei. 
Thoniiisphosphatfabriken,  which  has  the  control  of  the  entire 
Austro-German  output  of  Thomasphosphat«,  for  the  manufacture 
of  phosphates  in  Eussia.  This  enterprise  is  to  commence  work 
next  year,  the  production  to  be  3,000,000  poods  (48,365  tons)  the 
first  year  and  the  price  to  be  considerably  lower  proportionately 
than  superphosphates. 

Odessa   and  St.  Petersburg  stand  on   the  same  meridian  of  Public  works, 
longitude.     Their  distance  apart  as  the  crow  flies  is  about  950  Railways, 
miles.     If  the  railway  connection  between  the  two  ran  due  north  St. 
and  south  it  would   pass   through   several  important  centres  of  odwsa"^ 
population   and  commerce — Kieff  with  260,000,  Moghileff  with 
45,000,  and  Vitebsk  with  70,000    inhabitants.      Instead  of  this 
the   railway   connection   goes    far  to   the    west;  it  passes   close 
tb'  Warsaw,  and  covers  a  distance  of  over  1,200  miles.     A  new 
line  from  Odessa  to  St.  Petersburg  is  very  seriously  meditated. 
It  will  pass  through  Kieff,  Moghileff,  and  Vitebsk,  with  short 
branches  to    Chernigoff  and   Novgorod.      Besides   uniting   these 
important   towns   and    reducing   the   railway   distance    between 
Odessa  and  St.  Petersburg  by  nearly  a  quarter,  it  will  shorten  the 
time  occupied  by  the  journey  from  49  to  27  hours. 

A  scheme  is  in  course  of  preparation,  and  a  preliminary  exami-  Akkerman- 
nation  of  the  ground  was  made  last  year,  for  a  railway  which  shall  Odessa, 
connect  Akkerman  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Dniester  with  Odessa. 
The  distance  is  about  30  miles  and  the  line  will  have  to  be  carried 
across  the  estuary — which  is  a  shallow  leman  or  salt  lake — on  a 
bridge.  The  construction  will  offer  no  engineering  difficulties. 
The  line  will  carry  the  grain  grown  in  the  districts  through  which 
the  Dniester  passes  and  brought  down  the  river  in  barges.  It 
will  also  bring  wine,  which  is  plentifully  grown  in  Bessarabia, 
and  will  compete  with  the  present  coasting  steamers. 

A  third  line,  for  which  a  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Odessa- 
Minister  of  Finance,  is  to  join  Vosnesensk  with  Odessa.     Vosne-  Vosnesensk. 
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seusk  is  a  town  distant  about  80  miles  from  Odessa  and  has  about 
15,000  inhabitants.  The  line  would  pass  through  a  grain-growing 
district. 

A  line  of  milway  is  likewise  under  consideration  to  connect 
Kherson  with  Nikolaiev.  Kherson,  formerly  a  town  of  import- 
ance, has  dwindled  and  lost  its  prosperity  from  having  been  left 
without  railway  communication.  In  winter,  when  the  Dnieper 
is  frozen  and  the  roads  are  bad,  Kherson  is  often  completely 
isolated. 

Since  the  construction  of  the  two  new  harboui-s  in  1898  for  the 
coasting  trade  and  tank  steamers,  nothing  has  been  done  at  this 
port  beyond  a  little  dredging.  Tlie  funds  needed  for  extending 
the  Quarantine  Harbour,  which  is  assigned  to  the  use  of  British 
and  foreign  shipping,  have  not  up  to  the  present  moment  been 
granted,  and,  therefore,  the  project,  approved  in  1894,  for  neces- 
sary enlargements  has  not  yet  been  carried  out. 

The  delays  to  shipping  due  to  the  insufficiency  of  harbour 
accommodation  have,  however,  been  less  frequent,  owing  to  the 
considerable  decrease  that  has  taken  place  in  the  shipping  of  the 
port. 

The  need  of  a  dock  for  Odessa  has  long  been  felt.  The  only 
dock  in  the  Black  Sea  for  vessels  of  large  size  is  at  Sevastopol. 
As  it  is  the  property  of  the  Government  it  is  not  always  avail- 
able for  merchant  ships.  A  floating  dock  large  enough  to 
accommodate  vessels  of  upwards  of  15,000  tons  is  about  to  be 
ordered  for  the  Odessa  harbour,  and  a  berth  for  it  is  being  dredged 
out. 

The  navigation  of  the  River  Dniester  has  been  materially 
improved.  Before  the  Dniester  runs  into  the  sea  it  widens  into  a 
shallow  sheet  of  salt  water,  with  such  narrow  entrances  that  it 
might  with  more  propriety  be  called  a  lake.  The  river  runs  into 
the  bay  over  shallows,  which  were  dredged  in  June  last  to  a 
depth  of  7  feet.  The  river  is  now  open  to  barge  traffic  of 
6  feet  draught  as  high  as  the  cataracts,  which  are  at  Bender,  some 
70  miles  up  the  river.  At  Bender  the  Jassy  and  Bucharest  rail- 
ways meet  on  their  way  to  Odessa.  As  both  these  railways  and 
the  river  itself  pass  through  the  corn-growing  districts,  the  facili- 
ties for  grain  transport  to  Odessa  are  much  increased.  Barges  are 
already  used  for  bringing  grain  from  Akkerman,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Dniester,  to  Odessa.  They  will  now  be  able  to  load  it  in  the 
river  itself. 

After  finishing  the  dredging  of  the  Dniester  mouth,  the  dredger 
has  been  ordered  to  the  Kilia  mouth  of  the  Danube.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  by  September  it  will  be  able  to  deepen  the  "Mid- 
night Channel "  to  9  feet  from  the  Black  Sea  to  its  junction  with 
the  Ochakov  Channel. 

One  British  ton  is  equal  to  62*028  poods. 

The  following  simple  rule  for  converting  poods  into  tons 
may  be  found  less  tedious  than  division,  and  more  suited  for  mental 
use : — 

Divide  by  1,000  and  multiply  by  4  twice.     The  result  is  J  per 
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cent,  too  small,  and  the  amount  of  the  correction  is  at  once  found 
by  cutting  off  the  last  two  figures  of  the  result  of  the  first 
multiplication  by  4,  and  multiplying  by  3.  After  applying 
this  correction  the  remaining  error  is  about  2  tons  for  1,000,000 
poods. 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Odessa  during  the 

Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

1                       1899. 

'                       1898. 

1 

Tons 

1     Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wheat     

278,442 

• 

636,800 

£ 

8,162,946 

Bye         

» 

92.639 

... 

142,403 

697,870 

Barley      

174,160 

... 

478,600 

1.706,370 

Itaize       

225,824 

311,816 

1,013,790 

Gate         

1 

6,109 

... 

10,097 

43,160 

Soffar       

♦ 

M,677 

... 

87.090 

899,480 

Wool        

... 

2,300 

2,016 

100,320 

Oil  seeds 

••• 

19,960 

... 

28,887 

168,320 

Flour       

» 

19,670 

... 

28,532 

864,110 

Timber  and  wood 

,           ... 

20.198 

48,653 

178,860 

Fish         

... 

8,760 

... 

4,838 

92,320 

Caylare 

1,080 

... 

1,774 

82.110 

Beans  and  peas 

... 

26,069 

... 

22,322 

136,160 

Oilcake    

... 

27,600 

... 

39,260 

1^9,580 

Alcohol 

... 

... 

94,787 

CatUe      

Head 

4,866 

6,061 

51.120 

Sheep       

„           ... 

66,989 

74,856 

82,610 

Horses 

Number  ... 

660 

1,910 

26,290 

Poultry 

11 

164,988 

371,000 

27,000 

Total  (including  ai^ 

tides  not  spedally 

... 

•M 

6,941,800 

... 

9,089,260 

•  Not  published. 


Eetqrn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Odessa  during  the 
Years  1899-98. 


1899. 

1898. 

Quantity.   |      Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1         £ 

£ 

Total    quantity  and   value   of 

articles  of  imports,  exdnsive 

of  transit  trade 

Tons 

890,910 

6,882,900 

268,086 

6,688,?«0 

Including^- 

Agricultural   machinery  and 
JmplemenU 

„          ... 

2,186    ; 

2,660 

... 

Bricks,  tiles       

26,700 

... 

20,387 

... 

Coal        

„ 

160,200 

82,4h0 

... 

Ca«fce      

i»          ••• 

2,120 

858 

Cotton,  raw       

24.711 

... 

'A742 

... 

Fruit,  fresh       ...        » 

»»          ••• 

28.670 

... 

11,024 

... 

„      dried,  and  nuts 

ti          ••• 

6,600 

1,306 

... 

Iron  and  steel 

,,          ... 

48,460 

... 

42,250 

Jute,  raw .- 

»t 

1,960 

2,780 

Machinery         

4,786 

... 

2,022 

Mineral  waters 

BotUes     ... 

1,224.478 

... 

1,032 

... 

OliTe  and  other  yegetable  oils 

ti 

4,900 

... 

2,929 

... 

Ships 

Number  ... 

27 

16 

... 

Tea*^       

Tons 

2.966    I 

2,344 

(659; 
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Mr.  Consul  H.  P.  Smith  reports  as  follows : — 
Oaneral  The  year  1899  will  be  remembered  for  the  financial  crisis 

^^ftnoial  which  swcpt  ovor  Russia,  and  the  acute  condition  of  trade  which 
the  crisis  entailed,  more  especially  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
year. 

Owing  to  the  indifferent  harvest  there  had  been  a  very  con- 
siderable drop  in  the  export  of  grain,  the  decrease  amounting  to 
something  like  120,000,000  poods  (1,935,484  tons)  of  cereals,  and 
therefore  it  need  cause  no  surprise  to  know  that  at  the  close  of 
the  year  the  balance  of  trade  was  against  Eussia,  a  most  unusual 
condition  of  affairs.  A  certain  section  of  the  Kussian  Press 
maintained  that  the  financial  crisis  was  due,  not  so  much  to  the 
absence  of  capital,  as  to  the  absence  of  "  cash  "  capital,  and  that 
the  cx)untry  wiis  not  able  to  keep  pace  with  the  rapid  increase  of 
industrial  undertiikings.  In  this  district,  for  instance,  there  was 
an  increase  of  26  new  sugar  factories  during  the  year,  and  unfor- 
tunately it  must  be  admitted  that  a  considerable  number  of  these 
factories  were  of  a  purely  speculative  character,  whose  capital  had 
more  of  the  "  paper  "  and  less  of  the  '*  cash  "  element  to  recommend 
them.  The  failure  of  the  "  railway  kings  "  in  St.  Petersburg  and 
Moscow  created  great  consternation  in  the  financial  world,  and  there 
were  loud  rumours  that  the  scarcity  of  money  was  due  to  the  gold 
currency,  introduced  in  1896,  niost  of  which  it  was  stated  bad 
unfortunately  found  its  way  abroad.  In  order  to  calm  the  excite- 
ment of  the  Stock  Exchange,  the  Minister  of  Finance  found  it 
expedient  to  issue  an  official  statement  on  November  2  showing 
that  there  was  1,350,000,000  r.  (142,105,263/.)  in  circulation  -  a 
sum  which  had  never  before  been  equalled  in  the  history  of  the 
country.  It  was  stated  that  the  amount  of  notes  in  circulation 
was  540,000,000  r.  (56,842,105/.),  against  which  there  was  a  gold 
currency  of  856,000,000  r.  (90,105,263/.),  an  excess  of  gold  con- 
siderably over  the  amount  required.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  law  of  Ilussia  insists  that  there  must  be  a  gold  reserve 
equal  to  50  per  cent,  of  the  paper  in  circulation  up  to  600,000,000  r. 
(63,157,947/.),  and  rouble  for  rouble  for  all  paper  issued  above 
that  amount.  Therefore,  without  taking  into  account  the  gold 
belonging  to  the  Eussian  Treasury  banked  in  foreign  countries 
there  still  remained  the  sum  of  586,000,000  r.  (61,684,210/.)  over 
and  above  what  was  required  to  cover  the  paper  in  circulation, 
and  if  the  gold  in  circulation  is  added  to  the  bank  reserve  there 
is  the  very  respectable  total  of  1,524,000,000  r.  (160,421,052/.)  of 
uold  in  the  country.  The  Minister  of  Finance  pointed  out  that 
the  scarcity  of  money  was  mostly  due  to  the  rapid  increase  in 
industrial  undertakings,  not  only  in  Eussia,  but  all  over  the 
civilised  world,  to  the  withdrawal  of  European  capitjil  to  Africa 
and  Eastern  Asia,  and  to  these  causes  alone  were  the  deamess  ot 
money  in  Europe  and  the  universal  rise  of  the  bank  rate  due. 

During  the  last  10  years  or  so  every  autumn  a  scarcity  of  money 
and  a  rise  in  the  discount  rates,  economic  conditions  attributed 
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to  the  realising  of  the  harvest,  and  the  consequent  withdrawal 
of  money  from  the  towns  to  the  country  has  been  experienced. 
This  money  generally  returns  to  the  town  after  three  or  four 
months,  but  1899  was  a  palpable  exception ;  the  scarcity  of  money 
made  itself  felt  in  the  spring  and  continued  during  the  year,  and 
the  autumnal  withdrawal  made  the  situation  worse.  At  all 
events  it  must  be  quite  clear  that  the  gold  currency  instead 
of  being  the  cause  of  the  tightness  of  the  money  market 
was  the  saving  of  the  financial  status  of  Eussia,  and  thanks 
to  its  introduction  there  was  no  perceptible  change  in  the  value 
of  the  rouble  on  the  foreign  markets. 

The  tightness  of  the  money  market  coupled  with  the  with-  ^P^»no>^ 
drawal  of  discounting  facilities  by  the  joint  stock  banks  was  very  ^J^  ^ 
severely  felt  in  KiefT,  and  the  balance  sheets  of  the  local  banks  Kieff  trade, 
showed  very  heavy  losses  upon  the  year's  trading,  in  two  instances 
running  into  six  figures.  These  losses  were  more  or  less  due  to 
advances  made  upon  shares  of  undertakings  of  a  purely  specula- 
tive character,  undertakings  floated  upon  a  paper  basis,  of  which 
the  very  existence  depended  upon  a  liberal  use  of  bank  advances 
and  discounting  facilities.  During  the  KieS  "contracts"  or  fair  held 
in  February,  over  20  sugar  factories  found  themselves  in  financial 
difficulties,  and  boards  of  administration  were  appointed  to 
manage  them.  This  was  followed  by  a  commercial  panic,  which 
caused  several  trading  firms  to  go  into  liquidation,  and  there  weie 
loud  complaints  in  commercial  circles  that  the  banks,  in  curtailing 
discounting  facilities  and  advances  upon  good  paper,  had  adopted 
measures  far  too  drastic  in  their  application,  and  which  seriously 
affected  concerns  based  upon  sound  commercial  principles,  for 
which  in  such  a  time  of  commercial  panic  bank  support  should 
have  been  forthcoming. 

There  was  little  or  no  variation  in  the  prices  ruling  for  grain  Condition  oi 
products  during  the  year.  The  price  for  wheat  opened  at  88  c.  °^^  ^""' 
per  pood  (24s.  7d.  per  quarter),  and  rye  70  c.  per  pood  (19^.  7d. 
per  quarter),  and  during  Febmary  wheat  had  advanced  to  92  c. 
per  pood  (255.  9d.  per  quarter),  while  rye  had  declined  to  63  c. 
per  pood  (175.  8d.  per  quarter).  In  April,  when  it  was  seen  that 
the  crops  were  in  good  condition,  wheat  fell  to  85  c.  per  pood 
(23s.  9d.  per  quarter)  and  rye  to  60  c.  per  pood  (16s.  9d.  per 
quarter),  and  by  June  a  further  decline  took  place,  wheat  being 
quoted  at  80  c.  per  pood  (22s.  5d.  per  quarter).  In  July,  with  a 
good  harvest  in  view,  prices  advanced  and  wheat  fetched  83  c.  per 
pood  (23s.  3d,  per  quarter),  sales  being  mostly  on  account  of 
exporters.  September  again  saw  a  decline,  wheat  being  78  c.  per 
pood  (21s.  lOd.  per  quarter)  and  rye  55  c.  per  pood  (15s.  bd.  per 
quarter),  and  these  prices  practically  ruled  until  the  close  of  the 
year. 

The  milling  industry  showed  a  great  improvement  during  the 
year,  and  there  was  a  lively  demand  for  flour  at  remunerative 
prices  to  the  miller. 

According  to  the  Committee's  report  the  following  business  in  OporstionB  on 
produce  was  transacted  on  'Change  during  the  year : —  ExchaniSB^ 
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Quantity  of 

spirits 

distilled. 


Articles. 


Srgar,  raw — 

For  home  (ronsmnption 

For  export 
Wheat 
Eye    .. 
Barley 
Oats  .. 

Maize,  millet,  &c. 
Flax,  rape,  poppy,  Ac. 
OloTer 
Bran  . . 

Lentils  and  peas 
Sundrie? 
Shares 


Total 


1899. 


Quantity.    Valoe. 


Tons. 

505,686 

48,508 

113,175 

17,672 

18,717 

28,652 

4,758 

15,807  I 

4,838  I 

1,371  1 
9,355  ; 
3,570  I 


16,070,700 

417,286 

777,886 

86,382 

58,188 

126,702 

22,632 

39,624 

167,921 

6,263 

13,821 

196,135 


16,973,440 


1898. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

203,468 

48,720 

115,692 

21,057 

9,436 
32,573 

9,113 
13,071 

6,462 
12,908 

2,419 

9,564 


Value. 


5,647,047 

371,428 

698,798 

86,214 

44,169 

111,740 

44,850 

104,448 

220,000 

40,000 

11,300 

43.940 

656,813 


8,080,747 


As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  the  above  figures  do  not 
give  the  actual  business  done  in  above  products  in  this  district, 
but  only  those  which  have  passed  through  the  official  channels. 

During  1898-99  there  were  227  distilleries  operating  in  this 
district,  producing  a  total  of  2,937,159  vedros  (8,077,187  gallons) 
of  pure  spirit. 


Province. 


Kieff  . . 
Podolia  .. 
Wolhynia 


Number  of 
Distilleries. 


58 
73 
96 


Production. 


Vedros. 
1,012,350 
1.044.167 
880,642 


Gallons. 
2,783,962 
2,871,459 
2,421,766 


These  three  provinces  produce  one-ninth  of  the  total  quan- 
tity of  spirit  distilled  in  Russia  during  the  above  period. 
Production  of  The  season  of  1899-1900  with  268  beet  sugar  factories  in 
beetroot  operation  is  officially  given  as  approximately  yielding  48,813,675 
poods,  equal  to  787,317  tons,  of  sugar,  and  adding  to  this  the 
balance  from  the  previous  season  of  4,599,011  poods  (74,178 
tons),  there  is  an  available  total  of  53,412,686  poods  (861,495 
tons). 


sugar. 
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The  quantity  will  be  disposed  of  approximately  as  follows  : — 


Quantity. 

Home  consumption  . . 
Inyiolable  reserre     . , 
Voluntary  reserve     . . 

Foods. 

36,500,000 

3,500,000 

14,412,686 

Tons. 
672,581 

66.462 
232,462 

Total 

58,412,686 

861,496 

m 


The  quantity  under  "  voluntary  reserve  "  is  practically  speak- 
ing destined  for  export.  The  above  figures  show  that  the  pro- 
duction of  beetroot  sugar  in  Russia  actually  exceeds  the  quantity 
required  for  home  consumption  by  50  per  cent. 

The  quantity  of  beetroot  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  above 
quantity  of  sugar  was  452,55(),849  poods  (7,299,304  tons),  the 
area  under  cultivntion  being  460,682  dessiatines  (1,266,875  acres), 
thus  showing  a  yield  of  982*3  poods  to  the  dessiatine  (115:^  cwts. 
to  the  acre).  The  above  figures  show  an  increase  when  compared 
with  1898  of  84,416,849  poods  (1,361,562  tons)  more  of  roots,  and 
59,369  dessiatines  (163,265  acres)  under  cultivation. 

The  average  price  upon  the  Kiefl*  market  during  the  year  1899 
for  home  consumption  for  prompt  delivery  was  29/.  7s.  Sd.  per 
ton  with  delivery  at  nearest  railway  station,  and  "  for  export " 
with  same  delivery  8/.  lis.  7d,  per  ton.  There  was  little  or  no 
variation  during  the  year,  and  the  boundary  price,  fixed  by  the 
Minister  of  Finance,  of  4  r.  60  c.  per  pood  (30Z.  Os.  5t/.  per  ton),  was 
not  reached  during  the  year's  operation.  The  average  price  upon 
the  London  market  for  the  same  sugar  was  11/.  lis.  per  ton — a 
price  which  shows  that  the  Eussian  consumer  still  continues  to 
pay  S-Jrf.  per  lb.  for  the  identical  same  sugar  which,  having  been 
made  in  Russia,  is  sold  in  London  at  less  than  2fl^.  per  lb.  The 
annexed  diagram,  compiled  by  the  Kussian  Association  of  Sugar 
Manufacturers,  gives  the  maximum  and  minimum  prices  for  the 
last  five  years  for  sand  sugar  on  the  London  market,  and  "for 
export "  on  the  KiefiT  market. 

The  quantity  of  sugar  exported  during  the  year,  as  well  as  the 
custom-houses  through  which  the  shipments  were  cleared  was  as 
follows : — 


Quantity  of 
beetroot  used 
in  production 
of  8U(far. 


Areitige  price 
of  Bnear  upon 
the  Kieff  and 
London 
markets. 


Sugar 
exported 
during  1809. 


(669) 


B  3 
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From 

From 

September  1, 

September  1, 

Cleared  At— 

1898,  U> 

1899,  to 

September  1, 

December  31, 

1899. 

1899. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

OdoMA 

21,117 

34,865 

libAii 

9,216 

28,455 

MlaTa 

7,678 

21,199 

Grajewo 

6,938 

428 

Nescha 

3,248 

1,625 

Nioolaiev 

2,568 

8,306 

WolocxTsk          

2,552 

3,022 

Alexandrowo 

2,420 

2,164 

St.  Feteraburg 

468 

22 

Various 

Total  for  Europe 
Baku 

380 

424 

56,569 

88,895 

33,986 

11,124 

Atkhabad           

4,006 

636 

Aitrachan          

856 

, , 

Djulfinaki           

396 

88 

• 

Du9chak 

371 

45 

Yariouf 

Total  to  the  Eart 
Qrand  total 

285 

53 

39,902 

11,946 

96,461 

100,841 

Total 

production, 
Ac.,  of  beet 
mgar  in 
Europe. 


Making  a  total  of  12,232,728  poods  (197,302  tons)  or  283,443 
poods  (4,572  tons)  less  than  same  periods  in  1898.  The  exports 
to  Europe  work  out  at  978  per  cent,  of  raw  (sand)  and  22  per 
cent  of  refined  sugar,  and  to  the  East  at  21*4  of  raw  (sand),  and 
78'6  per  cent,  of  refined  sugar. 

Every  possible  endeavour  is  being  made  by  the  KiefiF  sugar 
manufacturers  to  secure  the  markets  of  China,  Japan,  Persia,  and 
Afghanistan  as  outlets  for  Eussian  sugar,  and  reduced  freights  vi& 
Odessa  to  the  Far  East,  as  well  as  reduced  rates  by  the  Siberian 
railway,  have  already  been  arranged. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  factories,  their  pro- 
duction, area  under  cultivation,  yield  of  roots  per  acre,  &c.,  for  the 
(rampaign  of  1899-1900 :— 


1  Namber 
Country.                 of 

Factofi«s. 

iE  1 « 

lion.      1       "■**^- 

Yield 

of  BooU 

per 

Acre. 

Quantity     Yield  of  1  ^f^"???** 

OermaDT ,         399 

Fnnce       ...        ...1         342 

Ruvila        1         268 

Atwtria-HongaTy    \         218 

Belffam     109 

Holland     31 

Sweden      16 

Denmark 7 

Acres,    i     Tons. 
1,074,881  '  12.176,674 
643,686       7,170,648 
1,211,389  [    7,299,304 
811,401  1    8,341,006 
146.404  '    1,946,113 
118J09  >    1,283,961 
66,628         630,661 
36.266  I       336,484 

Cwti. 
226 
222 
120 
206 
266 
217 
189 
190 

Tone.          Cwta,     , 
1,638,674          28        i        22-4 
792,862          24i      j        11*0 
787,317  1        13        '        10-7 
969,693           24        '        11^ 
236,424           32                12*0 
160,426          26^              1176 
71,901           21}      1        11*3 
37,901           21        '        11-0 

Total 1.886 

4,107,462  1  39,183,740 

... 

4.686.008 
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From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  Russia  in  relation  to 
the  other  beetroot  producing  countries  of  Europe  stands  thus  : — 
First  as  regards  area  under  cultivation,  third  as  regards  number 
of  factories  working,  third  as  regards  quantity  of  roots  used, 
fourth  as  regards  quantity  of  sugar  produced,  eighth  as  regards 
percentage  of  sugar  to  weight  of  beet,  eighth  as  regards  yield  of 
roots  and  of  sugar. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  total  quantify  of  eggs  exported  ^^reese  in 
from  Russia  in  1899  of  151,000,000,  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  ^^ ^^J^^ 
that  this  decrease  falls  more  or  less  to  this  district.     In  1899  °   ^^^' 
there     was     cleared     through     the     Woloczysk    Custom-House 
58,000,000.  as  against  219,000,000  in  1898. 

The  province  of  Wolhynia  produced  close  upon  100,000  poods  Yield  of  hops 
(1,613  tons)  of  hops,  or  about  40  per  cent,  more  than  in  1898. 
The  price  on  the  spot  reached  from  8  to  28  r.  per  pood  (21.  V2s.  2d, 
to  9/.  2s.  Urf.  per  cwt.),  according  to  quality,  the  average  price 
being  about  15  r.  per  pood  (4/.  16».  1^.  per  cwt.). 

Although  the  south-western  district  cannot  lay  claim  to  be  ^i«  ^^^ 
noted  for  the  growth  of  flax  and  hemp,  yet  there  is  a  certain  pro-  '*®™P" 
ductioi;  worthy  of  being  noted ; — 


Flax. 

Hemp. 

District. 

Area  under  .    Yield  of 
CultivaUon.       Fibre. 

Yield  of 
Seed. 

Area  under 
Coltivation. 

Yield  of     '     Yield  of 
Fibre.      ,       Seed. 

Kleff          

WoIhjnU 

Podolta      

Acrei. 

8,214 
28,M9 

2,4M 

Tons. 
1.082 
8.928 

268 

Tons. 

1,129 

8,600 

290 

Acres. 
80,836 
26,184 
26.208 

Tons.             Tons, 
6,681             8.C61 
4.194              2,742 
8,887              1,889 

Total 

89,281 

6,218 

4,919 

82,178 

18,662             7,642 

A  most  interesting  report  on  the  present  condition  of  the  coal  Scarcity  of 
industry  and  the  question  of  fuel  was  submitted  to  the  Stock  coal,  and  the 
Exchange  Committee  by  Commercial  Councillor  Mr.  L.  Brodsky  ^^^^^^^^  °^ 
of  this  city,  wherein  he  showed  that  in  consequence  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  law  regarding  the  regulation  of  forests  having  com- 
pelled a  large  number  of  works  and  factories  to  adopt  coal  instead 
of  wood  as  fuel,  the  increase  in  the  production  of  coal  though  great 
was  still  insufRcient  to  meet  the  demand.     The  increased  demand 
is  stated  as  being  due  to  the  requirements  of  the  large  ironworks 
opened  during   the   last  decade,  of  the  railway   companies,   the 
steamship  companies,  and  the  sugar  and  gasworks. 

During  the  last  decade  the  coal  consumption  from  the  Donetz 
Basin,  which  supplies  50  per  cent,  of  the  coal  produced  in  liussia, 
was  doubled  as  regards  supplies  to  sugar  factories  and  gasworks, 
sugar  factories  alone  consuming  over  25,000,000  poods  (403,226 
tons)  of  Donetz  coal  yearly,  and  trebled  as  regards  steamship 
companies,  and  increased  64-fold  as  regards  ironworks,  and  still 
the  supply  is  insufficient  for  the  demand.  The  report  states  that 
the  quantity  of  coal  necessary  for  the  requirements  of  Kussia  for 
1900  represents  480,912,000  poods  (7,740,516  tons)  while  the 
(659)  B  4 
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production  cannot  exceed  451,916,950  poods  (7,288  983  tons),  or  a 
deficiftncy  of  28,995,050  poods  (467,662  tons). 

The  crude  oil,  used  as  liquid  fuel,  which  as  recent  as  1892  was 
a  drug  in  the  market,  selling  then  for  1  c.  per  pood  (^.  per  cwt.) 
in  Baku,  now  fetches  16  c.  per  pood  (Is.  0\d.  per  cwt),  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  production  during  the  same  time  has 
considerably  more  than  doubled. 

The  Stock  Exchange  Committee,  after  considering  Mr.  Brodsky's 
report,  decided  to  submit  to  the  Minister  of  Finance  and  Ways  and 
Communications  that  in  their  opinion,  in  order  to  regulate  the 
question  of  fuel,  it  would  be  necessary  to — 

(1)  Admit  foreign  coal  to  be  imported  duty  free; 

(2)  That  a  duty  be  exacted  on  all  crude  oil  or  "Ostatki" 
exported  ; 

(3)  That  the  railway  mtes  for  the  carriage  of  coal  and  crude 
oil  should  be  reduced  by  50  per  cent. ; 

(4)  That  foreign  coal  should  be  exclusively  used  upon  all  the 
State  railways ;  and 

(5;  That  in  order  to  encourage  the  working  of  existing  mines, 
as  well  as  the  search  for  and  exploration  of  coal  and  petroleum 
fields,  Government  cash  credits  should  be  made  availabla 
PMt  fuel.  Great  attention  is  now  being  devoted  to  the  question  of  peat 

as  fuel,  and  there  is  a  good  opportunity  for  the  introduction  of 
special  macliinery  to  utilise  the  immense  tracts  of  peat  land 
extending  all  over  Russia.  This  question  is  being  taken  up  by 
the  Government.  Commissions  were  appointed  to  consider  the 
question,  who  have  submitted  a  report  on  the  subject,  embodying 
important  suggestions  as  to  the  manner  of  bringing  this  simple 
industry  before  the  peasantry  of  the  country,  and  also  suggesting 
that  financial  assistance  should  be  granted  by  the  Government  for 
the  purchase  of  the  necessary  machinery  for  the  construction  of 
narrow  gauge  railways,  &c. 

It  does  seem  surprising  that  the  production  of  peat  briquettes 
as  fuel  has  not  been  thought  worthy  of  attention  up  till  now,  con- 
sidering the  immense  tracts  of  peat  bogs  available  in  Russia. 
On  this  subject  much  could  be  learned  from  Germany,  which 
country  has  made  gi*eat  progress  in  the  utilisation  of  such  land 
for  profitable  commercial  purposes.  • 
Ruuiui  Complaints  are  being  made  that  less  foreign  capital  is  now 

Md^foreiffn^   being  invested  in  Russian  undertakings  than  formerly,  and  among 
cBpital.  the  reasons  given  by  Russian  financiers  to  account  for  this,  is 

the  opening  up  in  China  of  railways,  &c.,  the  development  of 
colonial,  Asiatic,  and  African  undertakings,  and,  not  the  least,  the 
immense  sums  being  spent  by  the  countries  of  Europe  in  connec- 
tion with  eleciric  lighting,  electric  tramways,  and  transmission  of 
power  by  electricity. 

There  is  a  wide  and  profitable  field  for  the  investment  of 
capital  in  the  development  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  Russia. 
Metallurgical  companies  continue  to  earn  profits  beyond  the 
<lreams  of  avarice.  Take,  for  instance,  the  Ostrowetzski  Iron- 
works, wliich  showed  a  profit  of  85  per  cent   for   1899  on  ita 
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nominal  capital,  and  paid  a  dividend  of  40  per  cent.  Again,  the 
South  Russian  Dnieper  Company  showed  a  profit  of  83  per  cent, 
on  its  nominal  capital,  and  likewise  paid  a  dividend  of  40  per 
cent.,  and  yet  statistics  show  that  the  production  and  manufacture 
of  iron  in  Russia  is  not  able  to  keep  pace  with  the  requirements 
of  the  country  owing  to  the  rapid  increase  of  industrial  under- 
takings, and  that  large  quantities  of  foreign-made  iron  are  still 
imported. 


NiCOLAIEV. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Woodhouse  reports  as  follows  : — 

Generally  speaking  there  was  but  little  animation  in  the  grain  GenenJ 
trade  last  year.  Exporting  firms  refrained  from  doing  business  on  rotw)«p«c*» 
a  large  scale,  as  the  prices  abroad  were  low  and  the  IocaI  quota- 
tions high.  Speculators  were  over-handicapped  by  the  scarcity  of 
money  and  the  high  rates  of  discount  At  the  end  of  last  year 
commerce  had  reached  a  lower  ebb  than  ever  before,  many  mer- 
chants practically  closed  their  offices,  while  others  failed  outright, 
and  imless  the  next  harvest  turns  out  better  than  the  last  a  very 
serious  crisis  will  be  the  I'esult. 

The  exports  from  Nicolaiev  during  the  year  1899  amounted  to  Exports, 
the  icsignificant  figure  of  531,550  tons,  or  about  55  per  cent,  of  the 
total  quantity  sent  away  in  1898.  During  the  past  10  years  only 
once  was  a  smaller  quantity  exported  from  this  port,  and  that  was 
in  1892,  when,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  crops,  the  export  of 
grain  was  prohibited. 

The  falling-off  in  the  Nicolaiev  export  trade  year  by  year  since  Bad  harvest 
1894,  the  record  year  (1,413,587  tons),  can  only  be  ascribed  to  the  ^  ^^^• 
succession  of  bad  harvests  in  Southern  Russia  generally,  and  in 
the  region  that  supplies  Nicolaiev  in  particular.  In  this 
region,  which  comprises  large  tracts  of  the  Kherson,  Ekaterinoslav, 
and  Taurida  governments,  last  year's  harvest  was  so  poor  that 
most  of  the  proprietors  and  farmers  gathered  in  but  little  more 
than  they  actually  required  for  their  own  uses,  and  the  peasants 
in  many  places  did  not  reap  enough  for  food.  As  an  example  of 
the  bad  harvest  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town,  I  may  mention  that 
33,000  acres  of  town  land,  cultivated  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
suburbs,  yielded  only  250  tons  of  grain,  that  is  to  say,  about 
17  lbs.  per  acre.  A  similar  crop  to  this  was  gathered  in  many 
other  parts  of  the.  Kherson  government.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  cereals  in  stock  at  the  dep6t  at  the  commencement 
of  the  season,  viz.,  113,000  tons,  the  exports  would  have  been 
even  still  less. 

A  new  feature  in  the  trade  was  the  appearance  on  the  local  ^"^^  ^'o^i 
market  of  grain  from  such  distant  districts  as  Voronezh,  Tambov,  Tambor^and 
Samara,  and  from   places  on    the    Siberian  Railway,  where  the  Saman ' 
harvest  was   abundant.     The   absence   of   cereals  in   the   south  RovemmentB 
caused  merchants  to  search  farther  afield,  with  the  result  i^hat  ^JJIJ'^j!^ 
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they  found  it  profitable  to  bring  grain  down  this  long  way  by  rail. 
This  is  quite  a  new  departure  in  the  Nicolaiev  trade,  and  must  be 
considered  important,  as  it  is  likely  to  develop ;  for  the  pro- 
duce on  the  spot  where  it  is  grown  is  cheap,  and  the  cost  of 
transport  hither  is  less  than  to  the  western  frontier.  At  the  same 
time,  this  branch  of  the  export  trade  will  depend  on  the  demand 
from  abroad,  the  harvest  in  the  vicinity  of  the  port,  and  on  the 
prices  current  on  the  local  market. 

With  regard  to  the  quality  and  natural  weight  of  the  grain 
from  last  year's  harvest,  the  following  remarks  are  applicable : — 

The  winter  grains,  although  of  a  full  weight,  were  rather  moist 
and  of  a  dark  colour,  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  Ghirca  Ulka 
wheat. 

Barley  was  of  poor  quality,  and  yellow  in  colour. 

Rye  was  of  inferior  weight  and  quality. 

The  stocks  of  grain  at  the  depot  at  the  beginning  of  this  year 
amounted  to  113,600  tons,  and  at  the  present  time  (the  middle  of 
April)  it  is  estimated  at  25,000  tons  only,  viz. : — 


Wheat 
Rye  .. 
Gate.. 
Barlej 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

21,800 

1,700 

1,000 

600 


I 


Friccs.  The  current  prices  of  fair  average  grain,  f.o.b.,  are  as  nearly  as 

possible  as  follows : — 


Wheat 
Bye 
Barley 
Oats 


P«T  492  lbs.  . 
Per  492  lbs.  , 
Per  400  lbs.  , 
Per  304  lbs.  , 


Prices. 


Man£[aneBe 
ore. 


Imports. 
Coal. 


The  manganese  ore,  mentioned  in  the  list  of  exports,  was  loaded 
at  Var\'arovka  direct  from  the  lighters,  by  means  of  which  it  wa.s 
brought  from  the  mines  near  Nicopol,  on  the  Eiver  Dnieper.  This 
ore  contains  from  45  to  50  per  cent,  of  metal,  and  is  supposed 
to  be  superior  in  quality  to  the  mineral  usually  exported  from 
Poti. 

Annex  C  shows  an  increase  in  the  aggregate  quantity  of  foreign 
goods  imported  direct  to  Nicolaiev  to  the  extent  of  9,183  tons. 
This  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  importation  of  Welsh  coal  for 
the  use  of  the  railways.  Last  year  the  majority  of  the  contracts 
between  the  railway  companies  and  the  colliery  owners  expired, 
and  as  the  demand  for  coal  had  increased,  prices  rose  enormously. 
Some  railways  experienced  difficulties  in  getting  any  coal  at  all, 
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as,  not  having  renewed  their  contracts  earlier,  they  found  when 
the  time  came  that  the  collieries  bad  sold  most  of  their  pro*- 
dace  to  other  parties  in  advance.  In  order,  therefore,  to  assist 
the  railways  the  Government  allowed  them  to  import  foreign  coal 
duty  free. 

Welsh  coal  is  being  again  imported  this  year  by  the  rail- 
ways. The  prices  agreed  upon,  I  understand,  are  so  high  that 
the  gain  will  be  merely  in  securing  the  required  amount  of  fuel 
without  delay. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  year  the  Nicolaiev  municipality  con- 
templated petitioning  the  Minister  of  Finance  to  permit  the 
importation  of  British  coal  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  free  of 
duty.  They  abandoned  the  idea,  however,  when  they  learnt  that 
the  coal  on  being  landed  would  have  to  be  kept  under  customs 
supervision,  and  that  strict  formalities  would  have  to  be 
observed. 

The  falling-oflf  in  the  importation  of  such  articles  as  pig-iron  !«>»  •»* 
and  steel  is  only  to  be  expected  as  the  production  of  this  class  '***^* 
of  goods  is  increasing  enormously  in  the  Krivoi  Eog  and  Donetz 
districts. 

Ot  other  imports  there  is  little  to  be  said  except  that  they 
have  again  decreased,  owing,  doubtless,  to  the  general  depression 
of  trade. 

The  dredging  of  the  Ochakov  Bar  is  not  progressing  as  quickly  Pablio  works, 
as  anticipated  owing  to  the  loss  of  the  new  dredger,  which  left  Oohakor  Bar. 
the  Clyde  a  few  months  ago,  and  foundered  presumably  in  the 
Bay  of  Biscay.  The  original  plan  of  deepening  the  fairway  to 
25  feet  to  begin  with  is  being  adhered  to.  Under  the  circum- 
stances it  is  diflBcult  to  foretell  when  the  channel  from  Nicolaiev 
to  the  Sea  will  be  completed. 

The  local  representative  of  the  Ministry  of  Ways  of  Com-  Harbour 
munication,  having  proved  by  experience  that  the  berth  accommo-  '^o'k*. 
dation  for  loading  foreign  steamers  at  this  port  is  insuflBcient,  has 
drawn  up  a  project  for  enlarging  the  port  by  running  out  a  mole 
1,120  feet  long  and  350  feet  broad,  which  would  give  additional 
space  for  nine  more  steamers.  This  project  has  been  approved  by 
the  Municipality,  and  now  only  awaits  the  confirmation  of  the 
Ministry. 

The  port  is  now  provided  with  two  icebreakers,  viz.,  the  Icebreakers. 
'*  Ledokol,"  belonging  to  the  Ministry  of  Ways  of  Communication, 
and  the  "Gaidamack,"  belonging  to  the  Nicolaiev  Pilot  Society. 
The  former  rendered  but  little  service  to  shipping  last  winter, 
owing  to  the  failure  of  her  boilers,  and  the  latter  would  only 
assist  steamers  on  payment  of  a  fee,  which  varied  according  to 
the  number  of  steamers  that  required  assistance  at  one  time,  the 
state  of  the  ice  and  so  forth.  The  Municipality  intend  purchasing 
ths  icebreaker  from  the  Pilot  Society,  who  have  no  funds  for  her 
maintenance.  If  this  project  be  carried  out  steamers  will  be 
conducted  gratuitously  through  the  ice  in  winter  and  with  less 
delay  than  heretofore. 

The  Town  Council  have  abandoned  the  idea  of  constructing  Waterworks. 
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waterworks  at  Mcolaiev  on  the  contract  system,  as  no  firm  won  Id 
agree  to  take  upon  itself  the  risk  of  finding  a  sufficient  supply 
of  good  water.  A  commission  has  now  been  appointed  to 
investigate  the  all-important  question  of  where  the  supply  is  to 
be  taken  from. 

As  I  mentioned  in  my  last  report  Messrs.  Siemens  and  Halske 
have  secured  the  contract  for  lighting  the  town  by  electricity, 
but  although  they  are  prepared  to  start  building  at  once  they 
have  been  delayed  by  the  Department  of  Telegraphs,  who  have 
not  yet  approved  the  overhead  wire  system  of  conduction,  which 
was  agreed  to  by  the  town. 


Annex  A. — Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Nicolaiev 
during  the  Years  1899-98. 


1 
1899.                    1                    1898. 

.                               1 

Kationality. 

Number  of 
Voaaela. 

Tons. 

^^"'     T- 

British 

Greek 

Austro-Hungarian 

Italian 

German 

Norwegian 

Danish 

Ruasian 

Swedish 

Turkish 

French  ,. 

126 
61 
25 
19 

8 
6 
2 
8 

1 

184,841 

31,850 

88,628 

28,306 

10,079 

6,637 

4,220 

8,858 

867 

•  • 

230 

43 

82 

46 

5 

5 

4 

4 

2 

4 

1 

334,153 

63,624 

44,387 

63,777 

6,945 

6,763 

6,663 

4»949 

3,873 

4,353 

878 

Total., 

241 

804,286 

376 

520,296 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the 
Port  of  Nicolaiev  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

1899. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value.       1     Quantity,    j       Value. 

Wheat 

Barley 

Jye      

Oats 

Linseed 

Other  oil  seeds.. 

Oilcake 

Buckwheat       .. 
Horse  beans     . . 

Sugar    

Bran 

Flour    

Wheat  sweepings    .    . . 
Manganese  ore. . 
Sundries           . .         .  • 

Tons. 

277,966 

111,923 

73,690 

23,455 

4,46? 

3,155 

6,614 

2,425 

1,562 

3,318 

1,063 

82 

494 

20,107 

1,237 

£ 

1,587,131 

487,271 

359,671 

100,558 

42,067 

17,890 

13,965 

12,635 

8,137 

35,014 

3,154 

1,079 

988 

26,856 

4,078 

Tons.        !              £ 

544,144       1     3,587,097 

264,443           1,011.635 

107,334              495,456 

4,870                20,874 

9,027                71,436 

13,250                51,567 

3,339                 6,624 

2,832                28,908 

1,963                  3,652 

81                  1,064 

;;              ;; 

148                 "680 

Total     .. 

531,550 

2,700,494 

951,431       1     5,278,993 

Annex  C. — Ebturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  Port  of 
Nicolaiev  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1 
1899.          1          1898. 

Brass  and  brass  goods  . . 

Cast-iron  goods 

Crucibles 

Coal         

Fire-bricks  and  fire-clay,  tiles  .. 

Pig-iron 

Iron  and  steel 

„            goods      .. 

„            machinery 
Stones  and  stone  goods.  • 

Wooden  goods   .' 

Wines 

Sundries 

Tons. 

5 

26 

55 

21,330 

10,314 

5,713 

1,373 

466 

1,043 

17 

210 

13 

104 

Tons. 

28 

965 

36 

14,168 

6,486 

5,166 

486 

3,610 

366 

86 

44 

244 

Total 

40,668 

31,485 
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Mr.  Vice-Consul  Cooke  reports  as  follows : — 

Regarding  the  trade  of  the  district  of  this  Vice-Consulate 
during  the  past  year,  I  regret  that  I  have  very  little  to  report. 

In  view  of  the  closing  of  the  commercijJ  port  of  Sevastopol 
in  September  last,  all  export  of  grain  (which  formed  its  staple 
commerce)  had  already  ceased,  and  during  last  year  not  a  pound 
of  cereals  was  shipped. 

The  foreign  vessels  visiting  the  port  during  the  year,  consisted 
of  11  steamers,  seven  of  which  were  British  and  the  remainder 
German. 

The  imports  consisted  of  about  8,500  tons  of  Welsh  coal 
(for  the  railway)  and  a  few  hundred  tons  of  general  goods  and 
machinery,  chiefly  from  Belgium  and  Germany.  I  must  here 
remark,  however,  that  the  local  demand  for  foreign  manufactured 
and  colonial  goods  and  produce  is  chiefly  supplied  by  the  wholesale 
Odessa  and  Mt»scow  houses. 

The  exports  consisted  mainly  of  about  10,000  tons  of  Russian 
manufactured  steel  rails,  for  Vladivostock,  carried  by  British 
steamers,  and  of  a  still  larger  quantity  taken  by  the  ships  of  the 
Russian  Volunteer  Fleet,  which,  however,  were  unable  to 
convey  all  the  rails  which  had  to  be  shipped  at  this  port  and 
Novorossisk. 

With  the  cessation  of  the  grain  export  from  Sevastopol,  the 
town  as  a  commercial  place  has  become  stagnant,  there  being  no 
manufactories  or  industries  worth  mentioning,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Government  Dockyard,  where,hi>wever,a  very  limited  number 
of  men  are  now  employed,  as  no  ships  are  being  built,  and  only 
repairs  carried  out.  House  building,  both  public  and  private,  is 
nevertheless  being  actively  pushed  on,  and  electric  lighting, 
electric  tramways,  steam  ferries,  and  a  new  water  supply  have 
been  introduced,  so  that  the  town  is  greatly  improved.  An 
attempt  has  even  been  made  to  make  it  into  a  fashionable 
watering  place — the  number  of  visitors  during  the  year  being 
very  great — but  has  so  far  been  abortive. 

Although,  as  already  said,  the  commercial  port  has  nominally 
been  closed,  by  a  recent  Ministerial  decision  the  status  quo  of  the 
port  is  to  remain  for  some  time  longer,  at  all  events,  till  the 
authorities  have  been  able  to  decide  upon  and  construct  a  new 
harbour  for  the  coasting  trade.  For  all  practical  purposes,  therefore, 
the  commercial  port  still  remains,  and  it  would  appear  that  this 
decision  of  the  Minister  was  chiefly  taken,  for  the  important 
reason,  that  it  is  most  desirable — almost  unavoidable — to  kee]> 
Sevastopol  open,  as  being  the  only  perfectly  safe,  open,  and 
available  port  at  all  times,  during  the  winter,  when  other  Russian 
ports  are  liable  to  be  rendered  unsafe  or  closed  by  ice. 

In  the  meantime,  Streletzky  Bay,  about  3  miles  west  of 
Sevastopol,  is  to  be  surveyed,  dredged  and  deepened,  with  a  view 
of  making  it  the  town's  coasting  harbour,  and  may  be,  eventually, 
a  new  commercial  port,  but  whether  Sevastopol  or  its  neigh- 
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bourhood  is  ever  likely  again  to  become  a  grain-exportiug 
place  is  very  doubtful,  as  the  need  for  such,  apart  from  the 
interests  of  the  town  itself,  is  each  year  becoming  less  apparent. 
In  proof  of  this,  I  may  mention  that  the  grain  export  at 
Theodosia,  which  port  was  intended  as  a  substitute  for  Sevastopol, 
has  very  nearly  ceased.  The  cause  of  this  is,  that  the  grain  from 
the  districts  of  Melitopol,  Ekaterinoslav,  and  Charkoff,  which 
formerly  was  all  exported  from  Sevastopol,  and  which  in  turn,  it 
was  expected,  would  be  diverted  to  Theodosia,  is  now  for  the  most 
part  being  sent  to  Alexandroff,  and  thence  by  ship  to  Odessa  or 
Nicolaieff.  The  consequence  is  that  Theodosia  is  now  mostly 
dependent  for  its  export  upon  the  grain  from  its  own  district,  and 
the  majority  of  the  exporters,  finding  it  unremunerative  to  carry 
on  their  business  under  existing  circumstances,  have  left  the 
place. 

Other  causes,  too,  of  the  falling-off  are  that  new  outlets  for 
the  grain  from  the  Crimea  and  surrounding  districts  are  found  at 
other  places,  the  Dnieper  district  having  of  late  years  opened  no 
less  than  three  shipping  places*  on  its  coast ;  and  for  this  district, 
too,  no  less  than  three  different  railway  lines  are  proposed  to  open 
up  its  grain  fields  and  connect  them  with  the  main  lines  of 
railway. 

Regarding  last  year's  harvest  in  the  Crimea  and  surrounding  Grain  crop, 
districts,  it  may  again  be  said  that,  to  a  great  extent,  the  grain 
crop  was  a  failure,  being  very  much  below  the  average — the  only 
exception  being  winter-sown  wheat,  which,  particularly  in  the 
districts  of  Eupatoria,  Theodosia,  and  Berdiansk,  proved  very  good 
and  considerably  above  the  average.  Barley  was  a  particularly 
bad  crop,  very  little  being  available  for  export;  and  in  the 
Dnieper  district  the  crop  was  almost  an  entire  failure,  being  in 
many  cases  not  worth  the  reaping.  The  results  of  the  crops,  as  a 
whole,  may  be  taken  as  follows,  as  against  an  average  of  six : — 
Winter  wheat,  65 ;  summer  wheat,  2*7 ;  rye,  4*4 ;  barley,  26  ; 
oats,  4 ;  millet,  4"7.     The  hay  harvest  was  fairly  good. 

The  fruit  crop  in  the  Crimea,  on  the  other  hand,  was  splendid,  Fruit  crop, 
such  as  has  not  been  met  with  for  many  years,  the  produce 
being  computed  at  not  less  than  about  32,000  tons.  Not  only  was 
the  fruit  plentiful  but  of  good  quality,  particularly  apples  and 
pears,  and,  as  no  appreciable  reduction  in  prices  took  place,  it 
may  be  safely  assumed  that  the  growera  and  dealers  have  been 
able  thoroughly  to  recoup  themselves  for  a  number  of  bad 
seasons. 

The  vineyard  proprietors,  however,  did  not  share  this  good  luck, 
as  owing  to  the  want  of  rain  at  a  critical  time  the  crop  realised 
has  proved  to  be  considerably  under  the  average,  although  of  good 
quality. 

The  all-engrossing  subject  in  commercial  and  industrial  circles  Cooii 
in  these  parts  is  the  great  scarcity  of  coal,  which  has  developed 
into  a  chronic  crisis.    The  development  of  kte  years  in  the  South 

*  SkadoTski,  Tchunun,  and  Toharla. 
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of  Russia  of  ironworks  and  other  industries  (mostly  by  means  of 
Belgian  and  French  capital),  the  extension  of  the  railway 
systems,  &c.,  have  caused  such  a  demand  for  coal  that  the 
mines  in  the  Donetz  district  are  quite  unequal  to  the  supply. 
The  deficiency  was,  to  a  great  extent,  made  up  by  the  import  of 
English  coal,  but  the  outbreak  of  the  Transvaal  war  having  sent 
up  prices,  as  well  as  freights,  combined  with  the  heavy  duty  of 
6  c.  per  pood*  (36  lbs.  English),  it  has  been  found  almost  impos- 
sible to  continue  the  import  of  English  coal.  A  severe  crisis  ];as, 
therefore,  ensued,  of  which  the  Russian  mine  owners  have  not  been 
slow  to  take  advantage,  and  already  at  the  end  of  the  year 
prices  of  Russian  coal  had  risen  about  100  per  cent,  and  have  since 
still  further  advanced.  The  coal,  on  the  whole,  is  of  very  inferior 
quality,  and  for  the  best  qualities  as  much  as  I65.  to  17s.  per  ton 
at  the  pit  is  being  paid.  To  meet  the  demand  and  relieve  the 
crisis,  it  is  proposed  to  sink  a  mmiber  of  additional  shafts  and  open 
new  pits,  but  until  this  is  done  the  Russian  colliery  owner  may 
fairly  be  said  not  to  possess  a  coal  but  a  gold  mine. 
Trade  to  East.  By  Ministerial  decree,  from  the  beginning  of  next  year,  1901, 
all  trade  between  Russian  ports  (including  the  Baltic  ports  and 
Russian  possessions  in  the  Far  East)  is  to  be  carried  on  in  Russian 
bottoms.  As  Russia  has  yet  but  a  small  commercial  fleet  to  cope 
with  this,  a  new  demand  for  ships  will  be  created,  and  no  doubt 
this  form  of  protection  will  present  the  opportunity  of  a  grand 
coup  for  such  capitalists  as  are  enterprising  enough  to  provide 
themselves  early  with  suitable  ships  under  the  Russian  flag. 
Demand  fwr  j^  conclusion,  I  regret  having  to  report  that  there  is  a  gradual 

"  goods.  ^^^  continued  falling-off"  in  these  parts  in  the  demand  for  British 
goods  and  manufactures,  owing  to  the  competition  of  German, 
French,  Belgian,  and  American  manufacturers,  who  evidently 
find  it  possible  to  produce  goods  identical  with  the  British 
article  at  so  much  lower  prices,  as  quite  to  preclude  the  retailer 
from  dealing  in  the  British  goods. 
S^borne  A  recent  return  gives  the  following  quantities  of  goods  carried 

mportod  and  ^^  ^^^  ships  of  the  "  Russian  Steamship  and  Trading  Company," 
exported.        to  and  from  Sevastopol  during  the  past  year : — 
Home  trade.  Honu  Trade,  Inwards : — 39,542  tons  general  goods,  being  9,477 

Inwards.         ^^^^  more  than  in  the  previous  year.     The   greatest   quantities 
delivered   consisted  of    cement,    12,900    tons;    anthracite,   6,4.^0 
Outwards*       tons ;  kerosene,  5,322  tons ;  and  sugar,  3,306  tons.     Outwards : — 
Fruit,  7,547  tons ;  flour,  4,032  tons ;  fish,   161  tons ;  wet  hides, 
4,130  tons;  and   various  goods,  4,237  tons — total,  20,107   tons, 
being  8,558  tons  more  than  in  1898. 
Foreign  trade.        Foreign     Trade,     Inwards : — 1,000    tons,    mostly     fruit    and 
Inwards.         vegetables,  being  70  tons  more  than  in  1898.     Outwards: — 2,090 
Outwards.       lo^^^  mostly  building  stone,  being  580  tons  more  than  in  189.S, 
and  912  head  of  cattle. 


About  7#.  \0d.  per  long  ton. 
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Mr.  Vice-Consul  Rees  reports  as  follows : — 

The  export  trade  of  Theodosia  during  the  year  1899  was  con-  Export. 
siderably  smaller  than  that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  chief  cause  of  the  decrease  in  exports  was  owing  to  the 
inferior  harvests  during  the  last  two  years  in  this  and  the  adjoin- 
ing districts  whence  exporters  draw  their  supplies  for  shipment. 

As   the  port  of  Theodosia  entirely  depends  on  the  export  of  Shipping, 
cereals,  it  naturally  follows  that  the  number  of  steamers  were  also 
fewer. 

From  the  annexed  table  of  shipping  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
were  34  steamers,  with  a  net  registered  tonnage  of  38,113  tons, 
fewer  than  in  the  year  1898. 

Tliose  steamers  which  came  here  from  the  Egyptian  plague  Qaanntane. 
infected  ports  to  undergo  quarantine  are,  of  course,  not  included 
in  the  return  of  shipping  as  they  were  anchored  in  the  quarantine 
roads  and  had  no  connection  with  the  port  or  trade. 

From  the  month  of  May  to  December,  107  British  steamers  and 
21  of  all  other  nations  underwent  quarantine. 

Coal  was  the  chief  item  imported.     Some  42,445  tons  of  Welsh  Importt. 
and  Newcastle  coal  were  imported  through  this  port  for  the  Govern- 
ment railways. 

The  new  branch  railway  that  is  to  be  built  from  Cherson  via  New  railway. 
Perekop  to  Djankoi  on  the  Kursk-Charkoff-Sevastopol  main  line, 
and  in  this  way  will  be  connected  direct  with  Theodosia,  will  open 
up  a  new  district  and  will  no  doubt  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
the  export  of  grain  from  this  port. 

The   harvest   prospects   in   this   district   are  good,  and   it  is  Crops, 
expected   that   both   the   winter   and   spring   crops  will  give  an 
average  yield. 

The  demand  for  agricultural  machinery  is  increasing  each  ^gricultuml 
season  in  this  district,  and  during  the  spring  about  15  sets  of  machinery, 
steam  threshing  machines  have  been  sold,  most  of  which  were 
supplied  by  German  makers.  Hitherto  this  kind  of  machinery 
has  been  supplied  almost  entirely  by  British  makers  as  those  of 
German  make  were  not  suited  to  the  country,  but  during  tlie  last 
two  years  German  makers  have  been  altering  and  copying  those  of 
the  British  makers,  and  in  order  to  push  their  machines  on  tlie 
market  have  sold  them  somewhat  cheaper,  for  instance,  this  year 
British  makers  have  increased  their  prices  over  those  of  last  year 
by  about  7  per  cent,  whereas  the  German  makers  have  been 
selling  at  last  year's  prices. 

Binders  and  reapers  of  American  make  are  also  being  intro- 
duced and  a  fair  business  has  been  done  in  this  kind  of  machinery. 
The  manual  delivery  reaper  of  Russian  make  is  still,  however, 
most  in  demand. 

I  append  hereto  the  tables  of  export  and  shipping.  atatistics. 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Theodosia  during  the  Years 

1899-98. 

Entered  and  Cleared. 


NatioTiality. 


Total 


1899. 


1898. 


NuTiibc»'  of 
VeaseU.* 


Tonnage. 


Britifih     . 
French  ..  ■• 

Greek     . . 
Italian 

Austro-IIiingarisn 
Norwegian 
German. . 
Dut<»h    .. 
Tnrkiflh. . 


57 
16 
16 
11 

o 

2 

1 
1 
1 


__l 

87,332       I 
16,960 
16,720 
11,550 

3.300 

2,500 

1,324       ' 

1,354 

1,230 


Number  of 
Veeaels.* 


78 
12 
20 
20 
6 
5 


108 


142,270 


142 


Tonnage. 


112,696 

12.685 

21,250 

20,025 

6,115 

6,575 

1,037 


180,383 


•  Steamers. 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Theodosia  during 
the  Years  1899-98. 


1899. 


Artielea. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

•    Tons. 

£ 

Wheat 

104,663 

680,309 

Barley 

40,000 

172,000 

Oats 

54,660 

229,500 

Rye 

4,662 

21,585 

Linseed . . 

2,100 

16,16i 

Bapeseed 

1,205 

7,146 

Oilcake 

3,300 

9,240 

Total     .. 

210,790 

1,134,942 

1898. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 
141,342 

74,311 
6,224 
6,247 

20,400 
2,232 
3,616 


254,372 


Value. 


£ 

918,728 

319,616 

25,775 

28^934 

148,416 

13,253 

9,572 


1,464,289 
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Reiyort  07i  Agriculture  in  the  Trans-Gav^casus  for  the  Year  1900 
By  Mb.  Consul  Stevens. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  October  IH,  1900.) 

In  drawing  up  a  report  on  the  agricultural  condition  of  the  preambk. 
Caucasus  for  the  year  1900,  I  deem  it  of  interest  to  here  draw 
attention  to  an  important  measure  which  was  promulgated  during 
the  present  year  by  the  Russian  Government,  and  which,  although 
already  in  force  in  many  parts  of  Eussia,  is  likely  to  have  great 
significance  in  this  part  of  the  Empire,  where  the  system  of 
taxation  on  lands  has  been  of  somewhat  antiquated  date  and 
apparently  not  in  harmony  with  the  existing  requirements  of  the 
country. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  agricultural  classes  of  the  Caucasus  Taxes, 
have  hitherto  paid  a  sort  of  house-tax  and  other  minor  rates  on  introduction 
their  lands  and  settlements,  but  the  Gk)vemment  has  now  come  ^^  reform  in. 
to   the  conclusion   that  the   taxe?  thus  levied  were   not  fairly 
distributed  amongst  the  population  of  the  country  and  were  not 
suitably  adapted  to  the  paying  capacities  of  individuals,  a  large 
number  of  whom,  especially  among  the  landed  proprietors,  were, 
owing  to  the  peculiarities  of  the  system  in  vogue,  entirely  free 
from  taxation. 

Consequently,  this  seemingly  obsolete  order  of  things  has 
undergone  complete  reformation  and  a  more  generalised  system 
of  taxation  has  been  introduced,  which,  it  is  confidently  hoped, 
may  suffice  to  meet  the  increased  expenditure  necessitated  by  the 
greater  requirements  of  the  country  for  purposes  of  better  and 
wider  administration  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  welfare  and 
safety  of  its  population. 

These  reforms  which  are  brought  in  for  a  period  of  three  years, 
in  order  that  an  opportunity  may  be  afforded  the  Revenue  Depart- 
ment to  see  how  the  new  scheme  works,  principally  consist,  as 
far  as  I  understand  them,  in  the  abolition  of  all  former  taxes, 
dues,  and  rates,  and  the  substitution  therefor  of  a  State  quit-rent 
tax  and  a  land  rate.  The  latter  mentioned  rate  is  not  as  here- 
(687)  A  2 
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tofore  to  be  only  assessed  on  rural  communal  lands  and  separate 
peasant  lands,  but  also  on  lands  lielonging  to  private  individuals 
not  included  in  these  cate<:ories.  and  by  persons  belonging  to  the 
higher  classes  of  society.  Thus,  it  is  expected  that  all  lands 
occupied  by  private  peraons,  towns,  companies,  the  [mperial 
Domains,  and  lands  rented  by  the  peasants  from  landed  pro- 
prietors, will  in  future  l)e  subjected  to  taxation  in  the  ratio  in 
which  their  holders  are  capable  of  contributing  towards  the 
revenue  of  the  State. 
Bevanue.  The  total  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  Caucasus  by  the 

State  for  the  yeare  1901-03,  under  this  new  system  of  taxation, 
is  estimated  at  3,425,000  r. 
SemiMion  of  '  Besides  the  introduction  of  the  reforms  spoken  of  above,  an 
•ertoin  taxes.  Imperial  Decree  was  promulgated  about  the  same  time,  whereby 
certain  privileges  were  granted  to  Innded  proprietors  of  the  Trans- 
Caucasus  lielonging  to  the  nobility,  owing  to  the  exceptional  con- 
ditions in  which  this  class  of  people  found  themselves,  and  who, 
up  to  the  present,  only  paid  the  taxes  required  to  meet  the 
expenses  incurred  by  the  State  for  the  maintenance  of  certain 
judicial  and  rural  institutions.  The  transformation  of  the  house- 
tax  into  a  land-tax,  brought  about  the  adjustment  of  the  payments 
to  be  made  by  the  nobility  in  proportion  to  tlie  rates  collected 
from  the  remaining  portion  of  the  population  of  the  countrj-,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  rates  to  be  paid  by  the  lands  lH4onging 
to  the  nobility  were  suddenly  raised  to  severnl  times  the  amount 
which  they  had  been  called  upon  to  contribute  previously,  and  in 
this  manner  arrears  to  the  extent  of  1,000,000  r.  have  accumulated, 
which  the  above-mentioned  decree  has  remitted. 

This  in  itself  is  no  doubt  a  very  important  measure,  in  so  far 

as  it  will  help  to  alleviate  the  precarious  position  into  which  a 

certain  class  of  agriculturists  has  drifted  owing  to  its  impecunious 

condition,  but  the  steps  spoken  of  above,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  in  no 

way  affect  the   peasant  classes   of  the  country,  the  position  of 

whom,  in  many  respects,  is  still  more  in  jeopardy  than  that  of 

the  more  favoured  members  of  their  profession,  in  consequence 

of  the  consecutive  failures  of  their  crops. 

Exhaustion  The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  lands  belonging  to,  and  occupied  by, 

^peasanto     ,^  large  numV)er  of  the  peasants  have  become  completely  exhausted 

and  unproductive  owing  to  continued  cultivation  without  l)eiug 

allowed,   from   time   to   time,   to   lie   fallow,  or  being   manured. 

principally  through  the  limited  area  at  their  disposal.     Besides 

which  they  do  not  dispose  of  the  i-eady  cash  which  is  requii-ed 

to   enable   them   to  cope   with   the   injurious   peculiarities   of  a 

mountainous  country  of  varied  climates  and  soils. 

Crops.  Last  autumn,  when  the  winter  sowings  took  place,  the  land 

was  much  parched,  but  after  being  subjected   to   the   excessive 

moisture  of  the  past  winter,  although  somewhat  backward,  showed 

good   signs   of    improvement,   and    subsequently   had   a   healthy 

growth,  promising    an    abundant  yield.      Frequent    rainfalls   in 

the  spring  were  conducive  to  their  sound  development,  although 

the  excessive  dampness  that  prevailed,  coupled  with  the  lack  of 
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cattle  which  had  been  disposed  of  during  the  past  winter  owing 
to  the  insufficiency  of  forage  and  fodder,  and  deep  snow  which 
prevented  cattle  from  grazing,  considerably  delayed  the  work  of 
farmers ;  spring  sowings  were  much  retarded  and  the  month  of 
May  found  cotton  and  maize  in  the  lowlands  and  wheat  and  barley 
in  the  highlands  still  out  of  the  ground. 

This,  together  with  the  predominant  insufficiency  of  seed  for 
sowing  purposes,  chiefly  brought  about  by  last  year's  bad  harvest, 
and  the  droughts  in  the  autumn  which  prevented  the  timely  tilling 
of  the  soil,  rendered  it  impossible  for  farmers  to  cultivate  as 
large  an  area  of  land  as  in  former  years.  More  especially  was 
this  the  case  in  the  south-eastern  portions  of  the  Trans-Caucasus, 
where,  as  in  the  governments  of  EriVan  and  Elizavetpol,  the  area 
of  land  under  cultivation  has  this  year  decreased  by  5  and  9  per 
cent,  respectively,  as  compared  with  the  figures  of  1899. 

The  prolonged  wet  weather  experienced  in  the  Trans-Caucasus 
throughout  the  past  spring,  very  unfavourably  influenced  the  crops 
in  the  highlands  of  the  Trans-Caucasus,  especially  so,  in  the 
government  of  Kutais,  where  even  under  ordinary  circumstances 
there  generally  is  an  over  abundance  of  moisture.  The  result  was 
that  in  this  locality  the  fields  were  overrun  by  weeds,  spring 
sprouts  developed  slowly,  cotton  and  maize  sweated,  potatoes  rotted, 
and  winter  sowings  shot  up  too  fast  and  were  beaten  down  by 
successive  rain  and  wind  storms.  At  times  these  rains  were 
succeeded  by  heavy  thunderstorms,  drenching  torrents  and  hail, 
which  completely  laid  waste  the  fields  over  which  they  passed. 
The  governments  of  Erivan  and  Elizavetpol  were  also  particularly 
visited  by  storms  of  this  nature  in  their  most  severe  and  destructive 
forms. 

In  many  villages  situated  in  the  mountain  districts  of  the 
government  of  Erivan,  orchards,  vineyards,  cereal  and  hay  crops 
were  in  several  instances  in  a  short  time  completely  wrecked  by 
hailstorms,  the  damage  caused  by  them  exceeding  a  sum  of  15,000/. 
In  other  portions  of  this  government,  fields  sown  with  winter 
wheat  were  so  devastated  that  the  crops  were  completely  lost  and 
the  fields  had  to  be  re- sown  with  millet  seed ;  fields  under  cereal 
crops  had  to  be  re-ploughed  and  re-sown,  in  some  places  with 
cotton  seed,  and  in  others  with  millet,  or  turned  into  vegetable 
gardens. 

In  the  government  of  Elizavetpol,  the  destructive  eflfect  of  the 
rain  and  hail  was  so  great  in  some  places  that  the  cereal  and  hay 
crops  became  thoroughly  mixed  up  with  the  soil  and  were 
transformed  into  a  kind  of  useless  mash,  bringing  with  them 
complete  ruin  on  the  holders  of  the  lands  in  the  localities  where 
these  calamities  occurred. 

The  governments  of  Baku  and  Tiflis  were  also  visited  by  similar 
misfortunes,  which  devastated  immense  tracts  of  land,  ruining; 
orchards,  vineyards  and  fields  sown  with  every  variety  of  crops, 
and  several  places  in  the  district  of  Daghestan  fared  no  better  in 
tliis  respect. 

Locusts  have  created  much  havoc  among  the  crops  in  manj' 
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fields  situated  on  the  boundaries  of  the  jrovernments  of  Baku  and 
Elizavetpol,  especially  in  the  district  of  Djebrail,  and  the  Hottentot 
bug  has  ravaged  some  parts  of  the  government  of  Tiflis,  in  many 
districts  of  which  the  barley  crop  has  been  completely  destroyed 
by  this  insect. 

In  all  the  above-mentioned  localities  a  large  proportion  of 
farmers,  especially  those  belonging  to  the  peasant  or  poorer  classes, 
are  suffering  much.  In  fact,  their  losses  have  been  so  great,  that 
the  distress  in  the  devastated  districts  during  the  coming  winter 
threatens  to  be  acute. 
HaiTwt  On  the  whole,  however,  excluding  the  districts  which  have 

'•*'"™'-  been  devastated  as  described  above,  the  returns  have  been  good 

and  the  results  of  the  harvest  can  be  set  down  as  follows.  In  the 
governments  of  Baku,  Elizavetpol,  Erivan,  and  Tiflis  the  harvest 
.  has  been  good  and  in  some  places  even  excellent,  1  dessiatine 
(27  acres)  having  yielded  up  to  and  over  200  poods  (3^  tons)  of 
grain,  and  in  others  from  100  to  120  poods  per  dessiatine.  The 
yield  in  the  government  of  Kutais  has  been  below  the  average, 
from  30  to  35  poods  per  dessiatine.  In  the  district  of  Kars  the 
yield  has  been  good,  the  returns  for  the  Northern  Caucasus  are 
also  very  satisfactory,  except  in  the  mountain  strip  of  the  district 
of  Ter,  where  crops  were  washed  away  by  the  mountain  streams. 

The  results  of  spring  sowings  have  not  been  good,  seeing  that 
in  many  localities  the  crop  had  not  time  to  ripen  in  consequence 
of  continued  rains,  even  in  the  more  sheltered  places  %vhich  were 
protected  by  mountain  slopes ;  in  some  district  where  spring  crops 
have  succeeded  in  ripening,  the  rains  liave  prevented  the  harvest 
from  being  collected,  and  it  therefore  had  to  be  left  in  the  fields 
and  allowed  to  rot.  It  is  also  much  feared  that  spring  crops  in 
the  highlands  will  not  have  time  to  ripen  before  the  autumn  frosts 
set  in. 

In  the  sub-district  of  Adjaria,  district  of  Batoum,  the  maize 
crop  is  good,  but  other  cereals  have  suffered  considerably,  through 
excessive  rains.  Eust  made  its  appearance  on  cotton  in  the 
governments  of  Elizavetpol  and  Erivan,  and  the  cotton  leaf  has 
been  affected  by  this  disease  and  has  fallen  off  the  stem.  Potatoes, 
as  stated  before,  have  rotted. 

The  maize  and  rice  crops  are  good   throughout   the   Trans- 
Caucasus  and  the   yield  of  both  is  fairly   abundant.     The   area 
under  the  cultivation   of  rice  in  the  government  of  Baku  has 
increased,  but  decreased  in  the  government  of  Erivan. 
MeadowB  and        Meadows  and  pastures  in  particular  have  been  in  a  flourishing 
paitureB.        condition,  and  the  yield  has  been  excellent,  in  many  localities  a 
good  second  hay  crop  is   anticipated,  although   the  process  of 
drying  hay  has  been  accompanied  by  a  certain  amount  of  difficulty, 
owing  to  the  prevailing  wet  weather.     Lucerne   has  also   given 
excellent  returns. 
Tea.  The  progress  made  with  the  cultivation  of  tea  along  the  south- 

east coast  of  the  Black  Sea  is  but  slow.  The  opinion  held  by 
many  is  that  this  industry  cannot  possibly  assume  any  very  great 
proportions  for  a  considerable  number  of   years.      With    the 
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exception  of  the  Imperial  Domains  and  the  finn  of  Popotfs,  of 
Moscow,  no  other  tea-planters  of  any  importance  have  shown  any 
inclination  to  come  forwArd  and  follow  the  example  of  the 
pioneers  mentioned  above,  by  purchasing  lands  near  Batoum, 
or  along  the  coast,  for  this  purpose,  and  in  reality  the  results 
obtained  up  to  date  are  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to  inspire 
would-be  tea  growers  with  the  confidence  which  is  necessary  tof 
induce  people  to  place  their  capital  in  enterprises  of  this  kind. 
The  Imperial  Domain  authorities  are,  nevertheless,  extending  the 
area  of  land  under  the  cultivation  of  tea,  within  the  limits  ot 
their  estates,  and  are  also  endeavouring  to  encourage  their 
neighbouring  small  landholders  to  embark  in  the  industry  by 
giving  them  seed  to  sow  and  seedlings  from  their  nurseries  to 
plant  out. 

The  firm  of  Popoffs,  which  has  three  extensive  plantations 
under  tea  in  the  vicinity  of  Batoum,  after  spending  large  sums  of 
money  on  these  estates  and  also  in  setting  up  a  tea  factory,  has 
evidently  become  wearied  of  the  results  attained  in  the  eight 
years  during  which  it  has  been  engaged  in  the  industry,  and  it 
is  rumoured  that  negotiations  with  the  Administration  of  the 
Imperial  Domain  Lands  are  in  course  of  progress  for  the  sale  of 
these  estates. 

The  quality  of  the  limited  quantity  of  tea  which  has  been 
manufactured  locally  (about  12  to  15  tons  at  the  utmost)  is 
nevertheless  fairly  good,  except  that  the  samples  of  the  tea, 
which  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  tasting,  differ  from  the 
ordinary  teas  imported  into  Eussia  from  China,  in  so  far  that  they 
have  a  somewhat  astringent  taste.  Samples  of  the  tea  grown  here 
have  been  analysed,  and  the  results  of  the  analysis  have  pro- 
claimed the  tea  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality,  but  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  give  the  detailed  particulars  of  the  analysis.  Samples 
of  the  tea  sent  to  London,  however,  were  very,  favourably 
reported  on. 

The  great  question  does  not,  however,  lie  in  the  quality  of  the 
tea,  which,  I  dare  say,  can  be  brought  up  to  a  high  grade  by 
scientific  and  careful  handling,  seeing  that  the  climatic  conditions 
of  the  district  in  which  the  plantations  are  situated  are  all  in 
favour  of  the  culture  of  tea,  but  in  the  fact  that  a  permaneilt 
scarcity  of  labour  exists,  and  the  rates  of  wages  paid  are  compara- 
tively high,  this  circumstance  makes  it  most  difficult  to  render  the 
industry  remnnerative. 

The  rate  for  unskilled  labour  is  from  1^.  Grf.  to  2s.  pei*  diem 
(I  believe  an  unheard  of  price  in  any  tea-growing  district):  This 
speaks  for  itself,  since  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  cheap  labour  is 
one  of  the  primary  conditions  under  which  the  advantageous 
cultivation  ot  tea  can  take  place. 

I  understand  that  the  scientific  agriculturist  attached  to  the 
staff  of  the  Imperial  Domains  at  Chakva  is  preparing  a  work  on 
the  culture  of  the  tea  plant,  the  publicatioh  of  which  may  have 
the  effect  of  extending  the  cultivation  of  this  plant  among  the 
more  intelligent  class  of  landowners  along  the  Black  Sea  littoral 
of  the  South-western  Caucasus. 
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The  present  season  not  being  sufficiently  far  enough  advanced 
to  permit  me  to  here  give  accurate  information  relative  to  the 
\nnta.L^'e  of  the  year  under  review,  I  will  limit  myself  to  making  a 
few  remarks  in  respect  of  the  vine  crop  of  the  Trans-Caucasus, 
which  is  now  being  gathered  in,  and  which,  according  to  reports 
which  have  reached  me,  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactor}'.  With  the 
exception  of  the  districts  spoken  of  before,  the  grape  this  season 
filled  under  very  favourable  climatic  conditions  throughout  the 
country,  the  quality  being  excellent  and  yield  most  abundant.  In 
some  districts,  however,  diseases  of  a  fungoid  nature,  such  as 
mildew  and  oidium,  appeared  on  the  vine,  and  in  these  localities 
the  lack  of  the  necessary  materials  for  curing  the  plants  was 
sorely  felt 

Tobacco  growers  are,  I  hear,  in  great  glee  over  the  benefits 
which  they  are  likely  to  reap  out  of  the  abundant  yield  of 
the  tobacco  crop  of  this  year.  In  the  government  of  Kutais 
alone,  there  are  nearly  18,000  tobacco  plantations,  which  produce 
on  an  average  about  3,000  tons  of  tobacco,  of  good  quahty,  per 
annum.  In  these  figures  I  have  included  the  tobacco  plantations 
of  the  districts  of  Soukhoum,  Ozourghetti,  Batoum,  Zougdidi, 
Kutais,  and  Artviu.  The  cultivation  of  what  is  known  as  the 
Trebizond  and  Sarasoun  qualities  come  firet,  Americen  next, 
Mahorka  (a  very  coarse,  strung  Russian  tobacco  smoked  by  the 
lower  cliusses)  follows,  and  lastly  comes  the  cultivation  of  a  very 
high  quality  of  tobacco  known  imder  the  name  of  Dubek.  The 
tobiicco  growers  in  the  district  of  Soukhoum  principally  furnish 
the  St.  Petersburg  and  Rostoff  cigarette  manufacturers  with  tobacco, 
and  those  of  the  district  of  Artvin  send  their  tobacco  to  the 
Kertch,  Tiflis,  and  other  Caucasian  markets. 

Tlie  collection  of  liquorice  root  by  the  firms  engaged  in  the 
industry  in  the  Trans- Caucasus  during  the  year  1900  does  not  in 
any  way  differ  from  that  of  last  year.  The  winter  was  apparently 
very  severe  in  the  liquorice-growing  districts,  and  the  collectors 
of  it  did  not  dispose  of  the  time  required  to  dig  up  the  root.  The 
result  was  that  much  higher  prices  had  to  be  paid  as  compai-ed 
with  those  of  the  previous  year  in  order  to  induce  the  greater 
proportion  of  the  population  to  dig  up  the  root.  The  interested 
firms  do  not  anticipate  that  they  will  be  able  to  export  much  of 
this  season's  liquorice  during  1900,  seeing  that  the  bulk  of  the 
crop  of  root  is  still  lying  out  in  the  places  where  it  was  purchased, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  roads  and  the  plains  were  submerged 
for  a  somewhat  prolonged  period  of  time,  in  consequence  of  the 
continued  overflowing  of  the  waters  of  the  River  Kura  and  its 
tributaries  and  streams,  which  interrupted  all  communications. 
At  the  present  moment,  although  the  roads  have  become  prac- 
ticable, the  presence  of  cattle  plague  and  other  diseases  of  animals 
has  necessitated  the  isolation  of  certain  villages,  and  all  traflSc 
between  them  has  been  stopped.  For  the  time  being,  therefore, 
outdoor  work  with  liquorice  has  practically  ceased. 

The  liquorice  paste  or  extract  industry  has  recently  been 
crippled  by  an  advance  of  50  per  cent,  on  the  rate  of  transport 
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charged  for  its  conveyance  to  Batoum  by  the  State  railway.  This 
measure  will  paralyse  the  Caucasian  paste  industry,  and  will  have 
the  immediate  effect  of  enhancing  the  earnings  of  the  liquorice 
paste  manufacturers  in  Turkey. 

The  fisheries  of  the  Trans-Caucasus  are  by  no  means  an  unini-  Fbherie*. 
portant  branch  of  its  industries.  Large  quantities  of  sturgeon, 
sterlet,  shad,  carp,  barbel,  and  a  variety  of  other  smaller  fish  are 
annually  taken  in  the  larger  rivers.  In  some  of  the  lakes,  as  for 
instance,  Lake  Gotcha,  there  is  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  sized 
salmon  arid  salmon  trout  Some  of  the  mountain  streams  are  also 
well  stocked  with  trout,  but  in  their  more  inaccessible  parts.  The 
<3aviar  industry  is  also  well  developed  in  the  eastern  portions 
of  the  country.  The  industry  is,  however,  suffering  much  from 
want  of  proper  regulation  and  a  stricter  enforcement  of  the  close 
season. 

Diseases   of  animals  have  been   very  prevalent   throughout  Cattle  plaguo^ 
the  Trans-Caucasus  during  the  period  under  report,  and  in  fact  for  ^^  other 

U18C&808  01 

many  years  past  Unhappily,  all  the  measures  which  have  hitherto  animalB. 
been  adopted  with  a  view  to  stamp  out  the  scourge  have  proved 
ineffective,  seeing  that  cattle-plague,  foot-and-mouth  disease, 
glanders  and  various  other  disorders  on  both  homed  and  other 
cattle  are  so  widely  spread  that  it  is  diflSicult  to  record  the  names 
of  those  localities  where  one  or  more  of  them  do  not  exist,  and  I 
may  safely  say  that  several  tens  of  thousands  of  head  of  cattle  are 
annually  carried  off  by  them. 

During  the  past  three  or  four  years,  the  Government  has 
increased  veterinary  supervision  in  all  parts  of  the  Trans- 
Caucasus,  has  employed  a  larger  number  of  surgeons  and  their 
Assistants  in  those  localities  where  the  diseases  have  deeply  rooted 
themselves,  has  absolutely  prohibited  the  introduction  of  cattle 
from  infected  districts,  has  promulgated  orders  whereby  cattle  from 
non-infected  localities  can  only  be  driven  by  certain  tracks  and 
roads  free  of  diseases,  over  the  main  Caucasian  range,  and  across 
the  Persian  and  Turkish  frontiers,  at  all  of  which  points  the 
strictest  medical  inspection  exists ;  the  infected  localities  of  the 
country  itself  have  also  been  strictly  isolated  and  the  compulsory 
slaughtering  of  animals  attacked  by  any  of  the  incurable  diseases 
has  been  enforced,  their  owners  being  compensated  by  the  State 
for  the  losses  they  thus  sustain;  yet  these  numerous  measures 
have  proved  fruitless  and  the  calamity  continues  to  create  as  much 
havoc  among  cattle  as  it  used  to  before  these  measures  were  brought 
into  force. 

The  ineffective  progress  made  in  the  endeavours  of  the 
authorities  to  cope  with  these  terrible  afflictions  on  the  live 
fltock  of  the  agricultural  classes,  is  all  the  more  difficult  to 
-explain,  seeing  that  the  peasants  of  the  country  have  become 
more  amenable  to  the  methods  employed  with  a  view  to  stamping 
out  the  diseases,  and  better  understand  that  compliance  with  the 
regulations  enforced  and  the  nourconcealment  of  cases  of  sickness 
among  cattle  on  their  farms  can  only  bring  about  a  better  state  of 
affairs  from  which  they  can  but  be  the  gainers. 
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Vorettry.  The  natural  wealth  of  the  Crown  and  privately  owned  forests 

of  the  Trans-Caucasus  is  immense,  and  a  large  variety  of  trees 
may  be  found  in  abundance  in  all  parts  of  it,  in  some  cases  growing 
in  dense  virgin  forests ;  in  others,  in  thick  woods  of  lesser  dimen- 
sions than  the  forests  just  mentioned,  and  again  in  detached  clumps 
in  the  neighbourhood  or  around  farms,  and  yet  the  lumber  industry 
is  in  a  most  backward  condition. 

The  principal  reasons  for  this  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  are 
to  be  set  down  to  the  fact  that  almost  all  timber  grown  near  the 
coast  has  long  since  been  felled  and  exported  or  otherwise  disposed 
of,  and  that  the  existing  forests  are  situated  inland,  at  considerable 
distances  from  the  sea,  in  places  where  it  is  only  possible  to  reach 
with  difficulty  by  the  most  trying  bridle  paths  in  existence,  and 
the  want  of  easy  means  of  communications,  serve  as  a  great 
hindrance  to  the  proper  development  of  the  industry. 

The  consequence  is  that  a  good  many  of  the  towns  and 
villages  on  the  shores  of  the  Black  Sea,  which  consume  large 
quantities  of  timber  in  the  course  of  the  year  are  obliged  to  pro- 
cure the  wood  they  require,  either  from  the  timber  shipping 
ports  of  Russia  proper,  or  from  abroad.  As  a  striking  evidence 
of  this,  I  will  quote  the  port  of  Ratoum,  which  up  to  the  present 
has  annually  required  large  quantities  of  a  certain  fine  white  pine 
wood  for  making  cases  for  the  export  of  petroleum.  This  kind  of 
wood  is  procurable  in  several  forests  situated  within  reasonable 
distance  from  this  port,  and  yet,  owing  to  the  existing  abominable 
roads,  or  rather  tracks  and  the  difficulty  of  transport,  the  wood  is 
brought  here  by  steamers  and  other  vessels,  from  Kherson  on  the 
Eiver  Dnieper,  and  is  also  imported  from  Koumanian  ports  on  the 
Danube,  where  it  is  sawn  after  being  floated  down  in  rafts  from 
Austria  and  the  forests  ot  Hungary  in  the  Carpatliian  Mountains,, 
paying  a  heavy  rate  of  import  duty. 

Apicu'turo.  The  rearing  of  bees  in  the  Ttans-Caucasus  is   annually  be- 

coming more  general,  seeing  that  a  larger  number  of  the  farming 
classes  keep  hives  on  their  properties,  and  apparently  interest 
themseh'es  in  the  production  of  honey,  which,  however,  as  a  rule 
is  not  of  very  good  quality,  but  in  this  respect  an  improvement 
is  certain  to  take  place  with  the  careful  development  of  the 
industry. 

Fruit  The    cultivation    of   fruit   is   widely   spread,   and   forms   an 

growing.  important  branch  of  the  farming  industry  of  this  country  in  so 
far  as  the  different  varieties  of  fruit  trees  grown  and  the  abund- 
ance of  fruit  yielded  are  concerned ;  but  the  article  produced,  in 
the  sense  of  its  being  satisfactory  for  marketing  purposes,  leaves 
much  to  be  desired,  and  in  this  respect  there  is  vast  room  for 
improvement.  The  climate  is  specially  adapted  for  the  successful 
growing  of  all  kinds  of  fruit,  such  as  cherries,  apples,  pears,  figs, 
peaches,  grapes,  strawberries,  nuts,  and  many  other  fruits,  and 
with  a  certain  amount  of  diligence  and  solicitude,  fruit-growing 
might  be  rendered  a  most  successful  undertaking.  The  demand 
for  fresh  fruit  in  Northern  Russia  is  very  great,  and*  high  prices 
are  evidently  paid  for  fruit  of  good  quality.   With  a  system,  there- 
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fore,  of  cold  storage  for  purposes  of  transport,  which  has  been  so 
successfully  introduced  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  the  fruit 
industrj'  and  trade  of  the  Trans-Caucasus  could  assume  immense 
proportions,  and  become  exceedingly  lucrative.  In  my  opinion, 
there  is  also  no  reason  why  the  Caucasus  should  not  become 
an  important  centre  for  dried  fruits,  provided,  of  course, 
greater  care  is  taken  to  bring  tlie  quality  of  the  fruit  grown  to 
a  high  grade. 

This  is  another  brancli  of  tlie  farming  industry  of  the  Empire,  J^^'J 
which  might  with  a  little  trouble  be  developed  to  the  benefit  of  ™"^*°8' 
the  agricultural  classes.  In  its  present  state,  however,  it  is  hardly 
worth  mentioning.  The  butter,  cheese,  and  all  other  dairy  products 
made  in  the  country  being  of  such  inferior  quality  that  no  ready 
sale  is  found  for  them  except  among  the  peasants.  Good 
pasture  in  most  instances  is  very  abundant  and  fodder  in  some 
parts  is  cheap,  there  should,  therefore,  not  be  much  difficulty  in 
rearing  good  milch  cows,  but  in  order  to  do  this  sound  and 
healthy  cattle  would  have  to  be  introduced  from  other  parts  of 
the  Empire  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  degenerated  breed 
of  the  Caucasus,  which  has  been  allowed  to  deteriorate  to  a  degree 
beyond  all  description. 

Owing  to  the  good  prices  ruling  on  raw  silk  abnjad  the  indusfciy  Sericultur©. 
has  assumed  during  the  past  two  or  three  yeare  very  large 
proportions  in  the  Trans-Caucasus,  and  is  to  all  appearances 
likely  to  extend  still  further.  I  have  no  reliable  information 
as  to  silk  for  this  year,  but  I  believe  it  is  also  very  good 
and  abundant.  The  disease  known  as  pebrine  which  attacks 
the  silk-worm  has  been  conspicuous  by  its  absence  this  season, 
and  the  crop  of  cocoons  has  been  particularly  plentiful.  The 
mulberry  tree  also  gave  an  abundance  of  leaf  at  the  necessary 
time. 

For   the   first  time  a  horticultural   exhibition    is  to  be  held  Horticultural 
in  Batonm  in  the  month  of  October  next,  and  it  is  stated  that  "^J^^^^o^- 
several    of    tlie    owners   of    estates   near   Batoum    will   exhibit 
a  variety  of  tropical  plants  raised  on  their  lands.     Many  inland 
proprietors   of   the   government  of   Kutais   have  also  expressed 
their  desire  to  take  part  in  the  exhibition. 

In  conclusion  I  can  with  safety  say,  that  although  the  outlook  ^'onclueion. 
in  respect  to  the  agricultural  condition  of  the  country  has  some- 
what improved,  the  various  branches  of  industry  under  this  head 
are,  nevertheless,  still  in  a  very  backward  state.  The  numerous 
model  farms,  experimental  fields,  agricultural  schools,  classes,  and 
other  fostering  measures  which  have  been  introduced,  are  of, 
compai-atively  speaking,  recent  date,  and  have.,  therefore,  not  been 
long  enough  in  existence  to  bring  about  the  widespread  beneficial 
results  which  their  establishment  and  organisation  had  in  view ; 
time  only  can  show  whether  the  agricultural  classes  of  the  country 
are  really  profitably  availing  themselves  of  the  new  methods  which 
these  institutions  are  endeavouriui^  to  inculcate  into  them. 
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Hard  wheat. 


Maixo. 


Asima  wheat.  This  year's  crop  of  azinia  wheat  was  a  fairly  average  one, 
being  better  than  that  of  last  season,  it  diflers  but  little  in  weight 
and  colour  from  last  year's,  although  the  admixture  of  rye  is  more 
noticeable,  especially  in  the  Northern  (V.ucasus  and  Kouban 
districts.  The  crop  averaged  from  7  J  to  8  chetwerts  per  dessiatine 
(2*7  acres),  or  slightly  over  16  busliels  to  the  acre.  It  is  expected 
that  a  large  quantity  will  be  exported  hence  during  the  coming 
autumn  and  winter  months,  as  the  demand  from  the  int^irior  and 
Persia  is  eonsidembly  less,  owing  to  better  crops  in  the  Trans- 
Caucasian  districts.  At  the  present  nioniunt  h»eal  prices  f?r 
milling  purposes  are  from  8  r.  20  c.  'to  8  r.  40  c.  per  chetwert 
(360  lbs.),  whilst  for  me<lium  quality,  to.b.,  8  r.  60  c.  to  8  r.  80  c. 
is  obtainable. 

The  hard  wheat  crop  was  well  above  the  average  as  regards 
quantity,  but  considerably  below  as  regards  quality  and  natural 
weight,  owing  to  the  great  heat  which  prevailed  whilst  ripening. 
The  crop  averaged  about  17  bushels  per  acre.  Prices  quoted, 
f.o.b.,  9  r.  20  c.  to  9  r.  40  c.  per  860  lbs. 

The  maize  crop  has  not  as  yet  been  gathered,  but  it  is  reported 
that  prospects  are  slightly  unf-ivourable,  owing  to  heavy  rains  in 
the  early  summer  months.  During  the  spring  of  this  year  prices 
abroad  being  higli  some  49,000  tons  were  shipped  hence.  It  is 
as  yet  impossible  to  estimate  tlie  yield  per  acre.  Existing  prices, 
5  r.  20  c.  to  5  r.  40  c.  per  360  Ibs.,*^ f.o.b. 

The  barley  crops  are  reported  to  Ik*  good— al)ove  the  average 
— about  20  busliels  to  the  acre,  the  natural  weight  being  heavier 
than  in  other  districts,  and  a  large  export  is  expected  during  the 
autumn  and  winter.     Present  price,  f.o.b.  5  r.  70  c.  to  5  r.  80  c. 

The  rye  crops  are  reported  to  be  good — abo\  e  the  average — 
and  better  than  in  other  districts,  the  grain  being  heavier  than 
usual.  The  harvest  yielded  about  20  i)u«hels  to  the  acre.  Present 
price,  6  r.  to  6  r.  10^  c,  f.o.b.,  per  300  lbs.  I  am  informed  that  a 
large  export  may  be  exjjected  this  season. 

The  oat  crop  is  reported  tr)  Ije  g(jod,  the  yield  having  been 
from  18  to  20  bushels  to  tlie  acre,  but  uj»  to  the  present  no  busi- 
ness has  been  done  owing  to  the  low  prices  now  offering.  Price, 
f.6.b.,  5  r.  70  c.  per  360  lbs. 

The  linseed  crop  was  below  the  average  in  the  Staviopol 
district,  and  considerably  above  it  in  the  Georgiefski  district, 
where  the  yield  showed  some  23  to  24  bushels  to  the  acre.  A 
large  business  has  already  been  done  in  this  article,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  months  from  now  the 
entire  stock  will  be  exhausted,  owing  to  the  high  prices  existing 
abroad.  Present  prices,  f.o.b.,  18  r.  to  18  r.  20  c.  per  360  lbs. 
Sunflower  Suntlower  seed  is  being  ciJtivated  in  larger  and  larger  quan- 

»cod.  tities  year  by  year,  and  has    a  ^reat  future  before  it,  in    view 

of  the  growing  scarcity  of  linj?ee(l,  and  consequent  inciease  in 
price  of  all  oil-bearing  seeds.  There  are  coniiiderable  stocks  of 
this  article  on  the  line,  and  it  is  extensivelv  used  in  the  Iiostotf 


Barby. 


Rye. 


Oats 


LiriBeed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NOVOROSSISK.  lo 

and  other  crushing  mills.  Price,  f.o.b.,  7  r.  oO  c.  per  360  lbs. 
From  inquiries  made  by  me,  I  find  that  the  proportion  of  oil  pro- 
duced from  sunflower  seed  as  compared  with  that  of  linseed  is  as 
follows : — Linseed  gives  32^  per  cent,  of  oil ;  sunflower  seed  gives 
35  per  cent,  of  oil.  The  former  article  is,  however,  considerably 
lighter  than  the  latter  and  a  proportionately  higher  rate  of  freight 
would  have  to  be  paid  on  sunflower  seed,  but  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  difference  in  price,  7  r.  50  c,  as  against  18  r.  20  c, 
there  would  still  appear  to  remain  a  large  mai^in  for  British  mill 
owners  to  work  upon. 

The  export  of  oilcake  (linseed,  sunflower,  ttc.)   is  increasing  Oilcake, 
year  by  yea^r,  and  large  quantities  are  now  being  exported  henco 
to  Danish  ports,  Dunkirk,  and  Eotterdam.     Prices,  f.o.b..  for  best 
qualities,  6  r.  30  c. ;  for  lower  qualities,  4  r.  50  c.  per  360  lbs. 

The  tobacco  crop  is  considerably  below  the  average,  the  yield  Xoiacco. 
being  about  400  lbs.  to  the  acre,  owing  to  the  cold  wave  which 
passed  over  the  Kouban  district  early  in  September,  destroying 
some  1,600  tens  of  leaf;  the  quality  is,  however,  good,  and  prices 
on  the  spot  rule  very  high,  viz.,  for  the  lowest  qualities,  4  r.,  and 
for  the  best,  13  r.  per  36  lbs.  This  bmnch  of  agriculture  is,  how- 
ever, oja  the  decline,  owing  principally  to  the  measures  taken  by 
the  Russian  Government  in  forbidding  others  than  Russian  sub- 
jects to  rent  land  in  the  Caucasus,  and  as,  practically,  the  whole 
work  was  in  the  hands  of  Turkish  subjects  (Greeks)  who  alone 
understand  the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  these  latter  are  now  forced 
to  abandon  their  plantations  to  Cossacks,  who  have  neither  the 
requisite  knowledge  nor  the  enterprise  to  undertake  it.  During 
this  year,  some  250  tons  of  last  season's  tobacco  were  shipped 
hence  to  Belgium  and  Germany. 

The  vine  crop  in  this  district  is  below  the  average  and  very  viticulture, 
considerably  below  that  of  last  year,  both  as  regards  quality  and 
quantity,  the  yield  being  about  125  to  150  gallons  to  the  acre 
only.  This  falling-off  is  due  to  the  north-easterly  gales  which 
prevailad  in  the  month  of  August,  and  which  stripped  the  vines  of 
th.eir  leaves.  The  average  price  for  new  wine  is  about  Is.  4:\d. 
per  gallon,  and  for  old  wine  about  3«.  3^.  per  gallon. 

On  the  25th  September,  1900,  the  total  stocks  in  warehouse  Stocks. 
here  were  53,340   tons,  comprising  wheat,  12,657  tons;  barley, 
15,326  tons ;    rye,  7,255  tons ;  seed,  8,200  tons ;  oilcake,  4,090 
tons,  &c. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  the  Co)isular  Dutrvt  of  St.  Pcfrrshur^  for 

the  Year  1899 

By  Mr.  Consul-Geneual  Mich  ell. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  October  8,  1900.) 

The  value  of  the  bulk  of  the    European   trade  of  Russia  in  Foreign 
1899  is  estimated  by  the  liussian  Customs  Department  (Annex  1)  i^u^ope^n 
at  1,196,123,000  r.,   or  127,088,068/.  ;*    and  this  value,  as  com-  ^i^ 
pared  with  1898,  shows  a  decrease  of  75,477,000  r.,  or  8,019,432/.,  Export  and 
equal  to  6*3  per  cent.     Of  the  total  amount  of  the  bulk  of  the  import, 
foreign    trade,   exports    are    represented    by    63,922,443/.,    and 
imports  at  63,165,625/.     As  compared  with  the  preceding  year  a 
diminution  is  visible  under  the  head  of  exports  to  the  extent  of 
11,408,807/.,  while  under  that  of  imports  their  value  sliowed  an 
augmentation  of  3,389,375/. 

The  bulk  of  the  Asiatic  trade  of  Russia  is  valued  by  the  same 
department  at  15,777,921/.,  or  at  1,238,126/.  in  excess  of  the  value 
of  the  same  trade  in  1898. 

Comparing,  however,  the  combined  bulk  of  the  European  and 
Asiatic  trade  of  Russia  in  1899  with  that  of  1898,  a  decrease  in 
it  took  place  to  the  extent  of  6,781,306/. 

A  marked  and  novel  feature  in  the  computation  of  tlie  value 
of  the  European  trade  of  this  country  during  the  past  year  is  the 
excess  of  the  value  of  imports  over  exports,  the  balance  of  trade 
for  many  precediiig  years  liaving  been  in  favour  of  Russia.  The 
diminution  of  the  value  of  exports  in  1899  was  almost  entirely- 
due  to  the  bad  harvests  of  preceding  years,  which  placed  Russia 
at  a  disadvantage  in  the  grain  markets  of  Europe.  Besides  grain, 
there  also  was  a  diminution  in  the  exportation  of  the  following 
articles  as  compared  with  1898 : — 


*  The  rate  of  exchange  per  ronble  is  taken  throughout  this  re]x>rt  at  25'5(f. 
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Percentage  in — 


Articles. 


Linseed 

Spirits  distilled  from  graiti  and  potatoes 

Cotton  tissues         . .  .  •  • . 

Woollen  tissues 

Flax  and  hemp  tissues 

Meat  

>-gg"  


Quantity. 


14 
74 

6 
23 
20 
31 

8 


Value. 


5 
70 

6 
29 
32 
24 

8 


As  regitnls  ^raiii  products,  tlie  statement  as  uuder  shows  the 
quantities  and  values  of  the  chief  articles  under  this  head 
exported  from  Kussia  in  1899,  as  compared  with  the  year  iiuine- 
diately  preceding : — 


Wheat 

Ryf 

Biifley 

Oats 

Maiie 

Bran 


Increase  or  Decreaae 
in  1899. 


Quantity. 

Value.      1 

Quantity. 

Value.     ,    Quantity. 

Value. 

Cwts. 
...     57.047,464 
...     21  663,718 
...     ;u,I08,:i4 
...       8,IOO,64J» 
...     14,886,321 
...       6,116,250 

<          1 
20,559.375 
6,089.376 
6.162,500 
l,b7C,h,13 
2,4«6.260 
716,146 

Cwci. 
34,357.821 
19.497,.'i35 
2:<,943.214 
9,147.057 
9,196,107 
7,292,671 

£          .    Percent. 
10,029,376  ,   -       89*8 
4,813,126  1   -         9-3 
4,760.000      -       29-8 
2,l25,r00  1   +       12-6 
1,630,000  ,   -       38-2 
1.179,375      +       42-6 

Per  oenl. 

-  48-8 

6-4 

-  22-8 
-»■        13-6 

-  M-5 
-¥       M-6 

Annex  II  shows  tlie  exportation  of  all  grain  from  Russia  in 
1899  in  comparison  with  preceding  years  in  gi'eater  detail. 

On  reference  to  Annex  III  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was 
increased  exportation  of  hempseed,  flax,  hemp,  manganese,  oil, 
pitch  and  tar,  mineral  oil,  naphtha,  furs,  raw  hides  and  skins,  oil- 
cake, butter  and  poultry. 

From  the  figures  given  by  the  customs  department,  we 
find  that  the  value  uf  the  imports  into  Kussia  in  1899  exceeded 
those  of  the  preceding  year  by  ;52,500,000  r.  (3,453,125/.),  or  5J 
per  cent.,  and  by  57,600,00  r.  (6,120,000/.),  or  10-7  per  cent, 
of  their  average  value  of  the  three  preceding  years ;  the  greatest 
increase,  as  compared  with  1898,  having  occurred  under  the 
heads  of  coal  and  machinery — to  the  extent  of  98  per  cent,  in 
point  of  value  as  regards  the  former  and  24  per  cent,  the  latter 
(Annex  IV).  Larger  quantities  were  also  imported  of  dressed 
leather,  cast-iron,  cotton  yarn  and  tissues,  metal  goods,  &c. 
The  articles  that  were  imported  in  diminished  quantities  were 
rice,  raw  iron,  steel,  raw  cotton,  wool,  woollen  and  silk  yarn. 
The  importation  of  iron  and  steel,  owing  to  increased  home  pro- 
duction, showed  a  diminution  as  compared  also  with  the  average 
for  1896-98 ;  the  first  article  to  the  extent  of  11*5  per  cent  in 
quantity  and  34*6  per  cent  in  value,  and  the  second  to  that  of 
39  and  67  per  cent  in  quantity  and  value  respectively. 
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At  the  risk  of  reiteration  it  may  be  again  said  that  the 
increased  importation  of  coals,  machinery  and  many  other  of  the 
articles  above  enumerated  was  not  so  mucli  due  to  an  increased 
demand  for  foreign  products,  the  higlily  protective  customs  tariff 
effectuaUy  checking  the  possibility  of  any  such  a  demand,  as  to 
the  continued  abnormal  development  of  Russian  home  industries, 
which  demand  for  their  establishment  and  maintenance  certain 
products  and  appliances  which  are  either  not  obtainable  in  this 
country  at  all,  or  else  only  in  deficient  quantities. 

Annex  IIb  gives  the  value  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  European 
Russia,  classified  in  main  groups  for  the  years  1896-99. 

The  trade  between  Russia  and  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  Trade  of 
past  year  showed,  according  to  Russian  official  statistics,  a  slight  ^^"*.^i*^** 
improvement  both  under  the  heads  of  exports  to  and  imports  fit>m  gf  ^^^^ 
the  United  Kingdom,  the  value  of  the  bulk  of  these  amounting  to    '^  ^^' 
258,521,000  r.  (27,467,856/.),   as   compared  with   254,418,000  r 
(27,031,381/.)  in  1898.     The  average  value  of  the   bulk  of  the 
trade   for   the   periods    1888-92   and   1893-97   is    estimated   at 
308,409,127   r.    (32,768,469/.)   and   283,478,047   r.  (30,119,542/.) 
respectively.     In  this  manner  the  value  of  the  bulk  of  the  trade 
between  Russia  and  the  United  Kingdom  in  1899,  comparatively 
favourable  though  it  was,  compared  with  the  preceding  year  of 
1898,   was    much   below  the   average    value   of   the   above   two 
quinquennial  periods. 

The  exports  from  Russia  to  the  United  Kingdom,  as  visible 
from  Annex  V,  have  show-n  since  1888  a  very  decided  tendency  to 
decline  both  in  bulk  and  value.  In  the  latter  year  they  stood  at 
36-5  per  cent,  of  the  total  exports  of  Russia,  whereas  in  1899 
they  amounted  only  to  21*5  per  cent.  The  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom  happily  showed  a  smaller  diminution,  standing  at  259  per 
cent,  in  1888,  the  pei-centage  being  21*8  in  the  year  under  review. 
The  decrease  of  the  value  of  exports  from  Russia  to  the  United 
Kingdom  in  1898  was  entirely  under  the  head  of  breadstuffs,  but 
raw  and  half- worked  materials  such  as  timber,  hides,  bristles,  iron 
ore,  mineral  oil,  and  naphtha  products  were  shipped  to  the  United 
Kingdom  in  larger  quantities  as  compared  with  1898. 

As  regards  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  larger  quantities 
were  imported  of  tea,  spices,  artificial  manures,  coal  and  coke,  raw 
cast-iron,  cotton,  fire-proof  bricks  and  tiles,  cast-iron  and  iron 
and  steel,  worked,  wire,  machinery  and  apparatus  of  iron  and  steel, 
iron  vessels,  and  cotton  and  wooUen  tissues,  though  these  to  no 
great  extent.  At  the  same  time  a  diminution  in  the  importation 
of  British  goods  took  place  chiefly  under  the  heads  of  salted  fish, 
tallow,  seeds  and  plants,  chemical  products,  dyes  and  colourin^^ 
substances,  raw  steel,  copper,  lead,  tin,  jute,  wool,  raw  and  spun, 
agricultural  machinery,  and  flax  and  hemp  goods. 

The  value  of  the  import  and  export  trade  of  Russia  with  Trade  of 
Germany   in   1899    is    estimated    in    the    customs    returns    at  """» *^»»* 
394,493,000  r.  (41,914,881/.),  the  imports  of  German  origin  bein<T  ^•™*«»y- 
valued  at  230,853,000  r.  (24,528,131/.),  or  38*8  per  cent,  of  the 
whole,  and  the  exports  to  Germany  at  163,640,000  r.  (17,386  750/ ) 
(681)  A  3        ' 
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or  272  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  (.'ompared  with  1898  the  rate  per 
cent,  of  the  value  of  both  imports  from  and  exports  to  Germany 
was  relatively  greater,  especially  the  imports,  which  exhibit  an 
increase  of  28,736.000  r.  (3,053,200/.),  while  the  increase  of 
the  value  of  goods  imported  from  the  Unite<l  Kingdom  only 
amounted  to  15,387,000  r.  (1,634,808/.}.  The  relation  percent,  of 
the  value  of  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  value 
of  goods  imported  by  Ihissia  from  all  countries  in  1899  stands 
at  21*8  per  cent.,  while  from  (xermany  they  are  computed 
at  38-8  per  cent.  Taking  the  averages  (Annex  V)  for  1882-92 
and  for  1893-97  of  the  relative  jjercentage  of  the  value  of  goods 
imported  from  the  United  Kingdom,  which  averages  respectively 
figured  at  2*V(>  and  22*7  p^^r  cent.,  we  find  that  the  supply  of 
British  goods  to  t!ie  liussian  market  is  on  the  decrease,  while  that 
from  Geriiiaiiy,  u«  compared  w  ith  the  siime  period  (27*9  and  28*9 
per  c^nt,),  has  progressively  increased  since  1888,  rising,  as  above 
stated,  to  38-8  per"  cent,  in  1899. 

It  would  thus  appear  that  Germany,  our  most  formidable 
rival  in  the  Itussian  market,  is  steadily  gaining  ground  in  it  to  our 
evident  disadvautage,  and  to  this  very  unfavourable  feature  of  our 
trade  with  this  country  I  have  called  attention  in  previous  reports. 
According  to  the  Eussiaii  customs  returns  for  1899  Germany 
exports  in  greater  quantities  to  Kussia  than  we  do  raw  hides  and 
dressed  leather,  furn,  chemical  products,  dyes  and  dye  substances, 
niw  iron.  rop])er,  lead  in  rolls,  sheet?,  pipes  and  wire,  zinc,  raw 
silk  and  wool,  wuollen  yarn,  fancy  leather  goods,  leatlier  belting, 
joiner  and  carpenter  wares,  clay  products,  china  and  earthenware, 
glass  ware,  gold  and  silvt^rsmiths'  work,  articles  of  copper  and 
brass,  cast-iron  goods,  articles  of  iron  and  steel,  tin-plate 
goods,  wire  of  all  kinds,  machines  and  apparatus  of  all  kinds, 
and  parts  of  macliinery,  locomotives,  agricultural  machinery, 
.  instruments  an<l  appliances  (mathematical,  physical,  electric,  &c.), 
watchmakers'  goods,  musical  instruments,  vehicles  and  parts  of 
same,  paper  goods,  pictures  and  books,  cotton,  flax,  silk  and  other 
goods,  materials  for  writing,  drawing,  and  painting,  &c. 

Annex  VI  gives  the  value  of  tlie  import  trade  of  Kussia  with 
all  foreign  countries  during  tlie  yeai-s  of  1897,  1898,  and  1899. 
Trade  of  The    past   year   cavjuot   be    considered   satisfactory,  particu- 

8t.  Peters-  larly  so  far  as  the  export  of  grain  from  the  port  of  St  Peters- 
^^^[^  ^^^  burg  is  concerned.  The  decrease  of  tliis  export  was  mainly  due 
to  the  almost  complete  failure  of  the  harvest  in  Kussia  in  1 898, 
and  chiefly  in  the  grain-producing  basins  of  the  Volga,  Kama, 
Belaya,  and  other  rivers.  The  lower  price  of  wheat  and  oats 
raised  in  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Argentine 
Republic  rendered  competition  on  the  part  of  the  kindred  Kussian 
products  impossible,  the  prices  for  the  latter  ruling  high  in  the 
home  market  owing  to  their  comparative  scarcity,  and  conse- 
quently checking  exportation. 

As  seen  from  Annex  VII,  only  450,964  cwts.  of  wheat  were 
exportetl  from  St.  Petersburg  in  1899,  as  compared  with 
2,314,928  cwts.  in  the  year  preceding,  the  decrease  amounting  to 
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no  less  than  80  per  cent.,  the  diminution  in  the  export  of  rye  and 
oats  being  no  less  marked,  showing  a  respective  decrease  of  42 
and  45  per  cent.  Linseed,  peas,  butter,  eggs,  hemp,  deals,  lath- 
wood,  props  and  rickers,  pulpwood,  and  bones  were  also  shipped 
in  diminished  quantities.  On  the  other  hand,  shipments  of  oil- 
cake, flax,  tow  and  codilla,  cordage,  bristles,  wool,  sheet-iron, 
mineral  oil,  and  pitch  showed  augmentation,  although  in  not  very- 
great  proportions. 

Detailed  customs  returns  of  the  import  trade  .of  St.  [Petersburg  Import  tmd© 
not  having  yet  been  published,  it  is  not  possible  to  present  a  full 
statement  of  this  trade.  Annex  VIII  gives  some  particulars 
under  this  head,  and  on  reference  to  it  it  would  appear  that  coals, 
coke  and  patent  fuel,  cast-iron  and  machinery  were  imported  in 
much  greater  quantities  than  during  the  tliree  preceding  years,  and 
this  is  directly  attributable  to  the  feverish  development  of  manu- 
facturing industry  in  Russia  which  is  still  in  progress.  Cotton, 
tea,  herrings,  wrought-iron  in  bars  and  plates,  and  steel  were 
imported  comparatively  in  smaller  quantities,  the  diminution  in 
the  importation  of  herrings  being  very  marked. 

The  number  of  British  vessels  that  arrived  at  the  port  of  lintish 
St.  Petersburg-Cronstadt  during  the  navigation  season  of  1899  g^*^*?^^ 
was  582,  inclusive  of  four  sailing  vessels,  their  united  tonnage  bui-g- 
amounting  to  646,890  tons  (Annex  IX),  and  their  crews  to  11,763  Oronehidt. 
men.  This  tonnage  was  in  excess  of  that  of  the  preceding  year, 
bub  was  inferior  to  the  tonnage  of  the  years  1895-97.  The  total 
tonnage  of  vessels  of  all  nations  that  reached  St.  Petersburg- 
Cronstadt  during  1899  shows  a  total  of  1,603,359  tons;  the 
British  proportion  was  therefore  only  40*3  per  cent.,  thus  showiny 
a  diminution  of  2*3  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  year  1898, 
and  one  of  no  less  than  17*4  }>er  cent,  as  compared  with  the 
average  quantity  (57*7  per  cent.)  for  the  period  1891 -'^5  l\y 
reference  to  the  Appendix  above  referred  to,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  the  percentage  of  British  tonnage  to  that  of  all  nations 
siiows  a  gradual  decline  at  this  port  from  1895>  while  the  tonnage 
of  German,  Swedish-Xorwegian,  Danish,  and  even  Dutch  vessels 
has  largely  increased,  having  more  than  doubled  in  the  case  of 
Swedish-Norwegian,  and  nearly  doubled  in  that  of  German  and 
Danish  vessels.  It  is  not  only  at  this  port  that  a  decrease  pf 
British  shipping  is  plainly  apparent,  the  statistics  of  British 
tonnage  at  all  Kussian  ports  showing  in  the  aggregate  a  diminu- 
tion likewise,  though  not  to  the  same  extent  as  at  this  particular 
port.  In  1893  the  percentage  of  British  shipping  at  all  Eussian 
ports  stood  at  54*5,  rising  in  1894  to  66*9  per  cent.,  diminishing^ 
steadily  from  1895,  it  stood  only  at  44*8  per  cent,  in  1898 
(Annex-  X).  The  distribution  of  the  582  British  vessels  that  arrived 
at  Cronstadt  during  the  season  of  1899  was  as  follows : — St'S 
steamers  discharged  full  cargoes  at  Cronstadt,  while  260  steamers 
and  four  sailing  vessels  proceeded  direct  to  St.  Petersburg  lor 
discliarging  complete  cargoes,  &c.,  the  remainder  discharging  part 
of  their  cargoes  at  Cronstadt  or  St.  Petersburg  respectively. 

The   navigation   lasted   218   days,  opening   on  April  29  and 
(681)  k  4 
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Prwvnt 
nKortc'ouiingv 
of  Croivtadt 
bariyour 
and  the  new 
port  »t 
8i.  Pelen- 


closing  on  December  2,  which  was  somewhat  above  the  average 
duration  of  the  navigation  seasons  of  the  jireceding  five  vears 
(215  dajB). 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Fishwick  justly  draws  attention  in  his  report 
to  the  great  loss  caused  to  shi]>ping  at  Cronstadt  by  detention  in 
the  roadstead,  reaching  sometimes  to  no  less  than  10  days  in 
consequence  of  the  limited  space  for  mercantile  shipping  in  the 
harbour  of  Cronstadt,  and  apprehends  that  such  detention  will 
continue  for  some  time  in  the  future.  A  new  harbour  is  in  course 
of  constructi<»n  in  proximity  with  the  merchants'  mole  intended 
for  the  accommodation  of  lighters  and  small  craft,  and  at  the  same 
time  that  mole  is  being  (Iredged  for  the  admission  of  vessels 
of  a  draught  which  have  hitherto  been  unable  to  be  berthed 
there.  The  enlargement  of  the  new  port  at  St.  Petersburg 
is  also  in  contemplation,  as  is  also  tlie  construction  of  a  larger 
number  of  wareliousi»s  than  at  present  existing.  These  measures 
have  long  been  in  contemplation  and  it  is  to  be  l)oped  that  they 
will  be  carried  into  execution  witliout  further  delay.  When  these 
works  are  carried  out  at  the  ports  of  Cronstadt  and  St.  Petersburg 
the  shipping  frequenting  them  will  be  much  benefited  thereby. 
It  IS,  however,  impossible  to  say  when  the  extension  of  the  new 
port  will  Ije  l)egun  and  completed.  As  vessels  of  larger  and 
larger  tonnage  arrive  now  at  St.  Petersburg  a  greater  depth  of 
water  in  the  sea  canal  is  of  absolute  necessity,  and  dredging 
operations  on  a  large  scale  can  therefore  no  longer  be  delayed 
and  must  proceed  jmri  passu  with  the  extension  and  im- 
l)rovement  of  the  new  port.  At  present,  owing  to  the  com- 
parative shallowness  of  the  sea  canal,  vessels  must  load  and 
unload  a  portion  of  their  cargoes  at  Cronstadt  in  order  to  leave 
St  Petersburg  or  proceed  thereto  from  sea,  a  procedure  involving 
considerable  loss  of  time  to  the  vessels  and  serious  additional 
expense  to  shippers. 
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Annex  I. — Statement  showing  the  Value  of  the  Export  and 
Import  Trade  of  Russia  in  1899,  as  compared  vrtth  that  of 
1898. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Total  Value  of  Exports 
and  Imports. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899.              1898. 

£ 
European  Rossia^ 
At  European  ports 
and        custom- 1 
houses  of   Oau- ' 
casus,    and   in-  i 
eluding      trade ; 
with  Finland    J  68,922,443 

/&nl<1  Amil  ■llvMf*  In  * 

75,331,250 

£ 
63,165,625 

£ 
69,776,250 

£ 
127,088,068 

4 
135.107,500 

httllion  and  in- 
gots        

5,153,379 

25,712 

8,141,725 

13,344,466 

13,294,104 

13,370,178 

69,074,822 

75,356,962 

71,307,350 

73,120,716 

140,382,172 

148,477,678 

Trade     along 
Asiatic  frontiers 
with        China, 
Trans  -  Caspian. 
Turkestan    and 
mouth  of   Yen- 
Issei       

Oold  and  silver  in 
bnlUon  and  in- 
gots         

8,601,644 
246,096 

7,473,096 
491,512 

7,176,277 
594,254 

7,066,699 
626,237 

15,777,921 
840,350 

14,539,795 
1,117,749 

Total 

77,922,662 

83,321,570 

79,077,881 

80,813,652 

157,000,443     164,135,222 

Annex   IIa. — Statement  of  Breadstufifs  Exported  from  Russia 
in  1899,  as  compared  with  1895-98. 


Quantity. 

Articles. 

Average, 
1890-94. 

1885. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Wheat-      

51,440,976 

76,213,285 

70,552,286 

68,548,821 

57,047,464 

34,357.822 

By*       

17,405.621 

29,495,571 

25,474,821 

23.643,964 

21,553,718 

19,497,535 

Barley       

26,600,315 

34,767,643 

29,420,679 

28,739,250 

34,108,714 

23,943,214 

Oats          

17,328,9^0 

21,451,500 

21,700,286 

14,019.428 

8.100,643 

9,147,857 

Buckwheat 

457,543 

493,286 

330,428 

323,357 

272,250 

556,072 

MUlet        

265,821 

503,678 

484,071 

449,678 

164,893 

271,929 

Maize        

9,234,656 

8,232,107 

4,157,367 

6,798,536 

14,886,321 

9,195,107 

Peas          

1,655,743 

3,226,500 

3,000.643 

8,218,464 

2,047,500 

1,921,179 

Beans  and  lentils... 
Groats,  buck  wheat 
and  other 

628,264 

1,080,964 

897,108 

1,272,213 

1,225,607 

1,464,429 

307,028 

221.786 

205,715 

247,178 

81,964 

194,143 

Groau,  millet      ... 

43,649 

41,786 

86.643 

47,889 

82,786 

36^321 

Bice,    whole  and 

crushed ... 

3,806 

2,250 

9,643 

23,143 

9,648 

8,214 

Flour,  wheatea    ... 

939,921 

1,273,500 

1,149,750 

1,171.286 

1,508,786 

1,032,107 

t»    I'yo 

a))      other 

1,184,692 

1,285.786 

1,290.536 

1,549.928 

1,301,464 

1,853,357 

except  potato  ... 
Bran  of  aU  kinds... 

•  3f " 

39,857 

18,321 

87,928 

16,071 

13,178 

8,743,164 

6,297,425 

7.216,714 

7.007,464 

6,106.250 

7,292,572 

Other  grain  pro- 

dttctt     

32,306 

21,536 

10,607 

32,786 

5,786 

12,867 

Total 

... 

184,648,460 

165,961,608 

157,I3r,323 

147,468,860 

110,792,893 
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Annex  IIb. — Statement  of  Value  of  Russian  European  Exports 
and  Imports  in  1896-99,  under  Main  (Irouj^s  as  Classified  in 
Eussian  Customs  Returns. 


Years. 

Fo.jd 
Products. 

Raw  and 

Half- 
Worked 
Hateriala. 

Animals. 
£ 

Manu- 
fuctured 
Artidea.      1 

Toial. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Ex  porta— 

1896 

...       40,586,926 

27,895,'i88 

1,609,050 

1.871,262    1 

70,912,62.^ 

1897 

...       43,948,719 

27,060,612 

l,H|6,f>2.5 

•.•,021,612 

74,836.S6S 

1898 

...       46,049,918 

26,328,612 

1,790,20G 

-.',161,881 

76.320,617 

1899 

...       a3,690.600 

2*i,564,000 

1,833,343 

1,844  600 

63,922,443 

Imports — 

' 

1896  ... 

7,4I6,7^1 

32,.'.82,'.'00 

242.037 

17.162,360 

67,403,36» 

1897 

6.«0*J.J62 

30,9b4.8.'i7 

172,126 

16,0«S.2f«3 

64,031,417 

18i)b 

7,418,.37.'i 

3.;,oy«,oi9 

180,.M4 

•20,037,  :ifi8     . 

.%9.714.306 

1«99 

7,803,106 

32,021,200 

191,462 

•23, 1 4  7. -200 

63,16'2,P68 

Annex  III. — Statement  of  Principal  Articles  (other  than  Bread- 
stuffs)  Exported  from  European  Russia  in  1899,  as  comjKired 
with  1898-97. 


Articles. 


I 


Timber  goods.. 

Linseed 

Hemp- seed 

GJTttds-seeds     . . 

Rape -seed 

Sunflower  and  poppy 

j»eed8 
Other  seeds     . . 
Oilcake 
Flax     .. 

„      tow  and  codilla 
Hemp . .  . .      •    . . 

„      tow 
Cordage 
Hidei^,  raw 
Furs  and  skins 
Bones  ami  bonemeal. . 
Bristles 

Tallow,  of  all  kinds   .. 
Wool,  of  all  iinds      .. 
Mineral  oils    . . 
Naphtha,  ra^r. . 

„  residuum   . . 

Lubricating  oils 
Tar  and  pitch. . 
Manganese  ore 
Poultry  and  game 

Egg 

Butter 

Sugar,  refined,  sand  • . 

„      lump   .. 
Spirits 
Cigareites 
Feathers 
Cotton  goods  . . 
Flax  and  hemp  goods 
Woolli-n  goods 


Value 
Tons 


1899. 


Quantity. 


1898. 


Tons 
Number. 

Tons 


Qailons . .  | 
Number.. 
Tons       ..  I 
Value      £1 

£ 


5,694,4fi8 

216.884 

21,841 

22,982 

73,816 

19,832 

1»398 

392,239 

22i,791 

36.193 

39,08n 

9,643 

1,403 
ll,7rK) 

7,621 
33,123 

2,427 

l,:i85 

15,316 

1,121,416 

1,832 

58,870 

164,507 

26,5U2 

407,186 

10,296,000 

l,685,OCCsOOO 

10,125 

82,689 

1,382 

1,269,000 

108,21  l,0ti0 

1,688 

1,194,568 

87,356 

163,323 


6,101,618 

252,86t^ 

7,129 

29,516 

75,694 

11,007 

2,097 

335,855 

220,098 

27,403 

37.(;6I 

11,71X) 

1,419 

9,884 

6,432 

35,194 

2,403 

1.613 

14,3C6 

871,168 

4,709 

52,758 

149,145 

18,771 

241,129 

I         9,909,000 

I  1,831,000,000 

9,984 

I  80,806 

1  2.016 

4,941,000 

79,8(-0,000 

!  2,097 

)         1,265,862 

;  128,248 

229,712 


1897, 

5,820,SC0 

533.403 

10,177 

2.5,113 

9(».0S(j 

9.253 

12,080 

.      322  339 

185.242 

30,322  . 

37.935 

10.774 

1,080 

9.033 

6,«08 

26,500 

2,532 

1,678 

18,371 

801,822 

9,458 

61,258 

143,468 

18,290 

184,532 

8,773,OCrO 

1,737,000,000 

8.522 

91,887 

1.22K 

4  S4K,06o 

73,000,000 

2,40y 

1,265,650 

117,937 

198,581 
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Annex  IV.— Statement  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into  the 
Russian  Empire  from  all  Countries  in  general  and  from 
the  United  Kingdom  in  particular  in  1899,  as  compared  with 
1898. 


Articles 


Ti»i»  of  aa  kinds     

Herrings  and  other  fish,  salted,  I 

dried,  Ac.  

Cotton,  raw 

„      yam         

Wine,  spirits,  beer,  <bc.  ... 

Coffee  

Spices  

Rice 

Wool,  raw 

Woollen  yarn        

Jute,  raw 

I^e  stuffs  and  paints 

Bricks,  fireproof,  tiles,  pipes,  Ac.^ 

Goal  and  coke       

^old.     silver,     and     platinum  I 

worked 

Cast-iron,  raw  and  manganese  . 

„         worked 

Iron,  assorted  and  in  plates 
Iron  and  sieel,  worked  ... 
Steel— 

Raw  and  assorted        

Rails        

Plate«      

Tin,  in  barn  and  rods 

Copper,    in    bars     and     rods,  I 

nickel,  Ae.         

Lead,  in  pigs,  sheet"*,  rolls,  Ac. 

Zinc,  in  bars  and  sheets 

Parts  of  machinery         

Kachinery  of  all  kinds,  steam  : 

engines,  Ac 

Jkgrlcultural  machinery  ... 
Wire,  of  iron  and  copper,  Ac. 

„     worked'       

Vessels,     iron,     ioe  -  breakers,  j 

dredgers,  docks,  Ac,     .. 
Chemical  products  and  marerials| 
flax  and  hemp  manufactures  , 
Woollen  manufactures    ... 
Cotton  „ 


tYom  all  Countries. 

From  United  Kingdom. 

1 

1899. 

1898. 

1        1899. 

j        1898. 

Tons 

43,381 

48,266 

1          4,017 

1           3,726 

••• 

132,976 

164.282 

27,482 

39,618 

i    ., 

164,346 

194,169 

6,683 

2,790 

t<         ... 

4,230 

2,648 

,           1,206 

932 

Value       £ 

1,438,618 

1,291,637 

;         50,575 

6.%  779 

Tons 

8,841 

8,120 

'           1,430 

1,645 

„ 

3.878 

3,489 

1,626 

1           1,436 

„ 

61,667 

63,468 

1,126 

839 

f, 

9,675 

12,919 

1,912 

2,339 

1      «. 

6,839 

8,839 

1,666 

8,081 

20,667 

21,371 

6,982 

8;694 

1      ," 

61,010 

61,798 

6,978 

6,451 

»» 

340.966 

282,270 

!         87,267 

70,649 

II 

4,386,326 

2,943,806 

2,481,364 

1,872,323 

j  Value       £ 

298,244 

306,295 

1.487 

871 

Tons 

134,148 

109,242 

76,291 

71,016 

„ 

16,380 

14,903 

3,712 

2,828 

,, 

266,826 

307,016 

66,719 

48,016 

„ 

28,671 

27,049 

8,132 

6.726 

., 

30,603 

47,768 

1 

„           ... 

WS 

11,790 

17,260 

19.000 

„ 

7,696 

12.742 

J 



3,744 

4,113 

1,186 

2,090 

., 

12,466 

15,689 

3,744 

5,694 

„ 

29.687 

28,816 

13,179 

13,290 

^»\ 

10,800 

10,839 

81 

161 

Value       £ 

1,700,637 

1,633,061 

253,193 

170,106 

1 

9,029,360 

7,201,081 

2,731.581 

2,411,460 

-,»' 

1,036,618 

828,962 

69,500 

130,000 

Tons 

5,866 

4,466 

1,761 

887 

„           .J 

8,214 

3,016 

514 

488 

Number  ..  ' 

123 

106 

39 

15 

Tons        ...' 

101,663 

90,887 

16,928    1 

19,710 

Value      £  ' 

196.668 

178,000 

40,800 

46,791 

ti           •••' 

642,493 

651.012 

163,200 

143,641 

„ 

867,106 

305,256 

51.106 

50,873 
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Annex  VI. — Statement  showing  the  Value  of  Imports  into 
European  Russia  from  the  undermentioned  Countries  during 
the  Years  1899-97. 


From — 


Gkriuany  

United  Kingdom 
France    . .  . .  . .  ^ 

Austria-Hungary 
Belgium. . 

Italy 

Switzerland 

Turkey  .. 

HoUand 

Sweden  . . 

Norway  . . 

Denmark 

Boumauia 

United     Statee     of-    America 

(obiefly  cotton) 
Egypt 

China     .. 

India 

Other  countries  and  states 

Finland 


1899. 


£ 

24,528,132 

13,743,756 

3,006,025 

3,273,138 

1,910,056 

978,881 

748,850 

700,400 

1,213,587 

640,050 

596,381 

328,631 

218,875 

4,648,331 
1,381,038 
1,435,969 
559,937 
1,291,681 
1,959,250 


Value. 


1898. 


£ 

21,480,668 

12,121,212 

2,879,587 

2,641,712 

2,508,350 

1,080,456 

620,819 

676,175 

1,0^8,806 

437,750 

573,112 

557,706 

199,006 

5,318,025 
2,405,075 
1,439,943 
485,031 
1,270,112 
2,030,756 


1897. 


£ 

19,109,598 

10,839,200 

2,622,144 

2,050,412 

2,660,181 

1,121,893 

603,731 

593,406 

622,944 

432,863 

571,306 

200,175 

143,650 

5,108,500 
2,559,669 
1,469,225 
518,500 
1,054,319 
1,849,706 
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Annex  VII. — Statbmbnt  showing 
from  St.  Petereburg-Cronstadt 
compared  with  1898-97. 


Pri ucii>ul   Articles 
to  all   Countries 


Exported 
in    1891^  as 


Artidef. 


1890. 


Wiieat CwU. 

,«      flour     . .  , .  ■  Sacks 

R\e        ..  ..  ..    CwU. 

Oats 

Tt'fi» 

Butter    .  ,.  ..     Ton* 

Kgz*  •  •  >  •    Oases 

Lmsee<l . .  . .  . .     Owts. 

Oilcake  . .  . .  . .  '  Tons 

Flux , 

„     tow  and  codilla   ..         ,, 
Hemp    ..  .• 

Conlugo . .  . .  . .         „ 

Bristles..  ..  ..    •     „ 

Wwl , 

Horse,  goats,  cattle  and 

camel -hair     ..  ..         „ 

Goat  and  calf  skins     . .         „ 
Sheet-iron         ..  .,         ,, 

Mineral  oil        . .  . .         ,. 

]>eaU ,  Standard 

dozen 
Ijithwoocl  ..  ..     Pieces 

Props     . .  . .  . .         „ 

Rickersi  . .  . .  . .         „ 

Pulp  wood  .,  ..         „ 

Crushed  boue  and  bone 

Hour Tons 

Pitch „ 

M«t? ,  Pieces 


450,964 

537,107 

2,880,500 

2,338,071 

49,(303 

1.541 

107,558 

255,867 

43,432 

15.799 

«.881 

226 

342 

438 

2,495 

1,398 

2,252 

279 

15,S63 

1,366,320 
206,156 
551,20:) 
328,643 
152,242 


12 


Qiuntitj. 


189s. 


1,222 
108,210 


2,814,928 

772,071 

4,162,599 

4,320,648 

371,565 

1,715 

169,085 

442,607. 

42,585 

13,145 

6,471 

8?2 

253 

381 

2,412 

1,322 

4,125 

189 

13,961 

1,426,038 
477,562 

1.081,512 
474,456 
346,:.03 

16,896 

921 

116,555 


1897. 


3,145,558 

4,03i727 

5^14,910 

1^5,146 

2.513 

144,400 

1,0<»,251 

51,026 

13,6HS 

9,002 

821 

313 

348 

2.725 

1,622 

"l91 
16.155 

1,386.580 
598,997 


14,863 

576 

847.055 
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Ani)ux  VIII. — Statement  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  at 
St.  Petersburg-Cronstadt  from  all  Countries  in  1899,  as 
compared  with  the  three  preceding  Years. 


Quantity. 

ArticlM.                         1 

18fl9. 

1898. 

1897. 

1896. 

Cotton,  raw 

Tons     ... 

31,985 

35,806 

22,994 

26,082 

Jute         ,,      „ 

4,196 

2,815 

4,680 

3,049 

Wool        „      

926 

727 

951 

546 

Coffee i      „ 

2,976 

2,879 

2,718 

2,305 

Tea       „ 

Wine,  spirits,  and  beer,  in  barrela  "I    value    £ 
M                  „       in  bottles/ 

774 

871 

821 

705 

797,412 

1,284,515 

682,012 

628,188 

Herrings        1  Barrels... 

96,312 

150,025 

111,828 

128,071 

Coals  and  coke         <  Tons     ... 

2,048,449 

1,544,718 

1,888,370 

1,819,564 

Patent  fuel     1     „ 

88,749 

82,650 

24,405 

29,918 

Dyes  and  colouring  substances    ...'     „ 

22,040 

20,871 

20,810 

28,672 

Chemical  products,  soda,  potash,  i 

acids,  Sw;.    .„        ...        .„       ...|     „        ... 

36,149 

87,219 

89,257 

41,177 

Olive,  palm,  and  other  oils  and  i 

producu      ...        :      

7,022 

6,429 

6,204 

6,827 

Cast-iron,  raw  and  scrap 1     „ 

59,839 

38,000 

82,595 

40,759 

Wrought-iron,  assorted  and  in  bars  ' 

and  plates 

M              ••• 

82,822 

46,871 

61,449 

83,549 

Steel,  assorted  and  other 

f|              ••• 

12,822 

15,661 

26,081 

28,627 

Machinery     

If 

19,822 

16,865 

10,647 

15,290 

„          parts  of 

8,806 

3,726 

4,887 

2,855 

Copper  and  aluminium,  in  bars, 

rods,  Ac 

„              ... 

6,989 

9,471 

8,986 

9,589 

Tin,  in  bars,  Ac 

1,288 

1,844 

1,679 

1,820 

Lead,  in  bars,  rolls,  sheets,  Ac.  ...      „ 

17,817 

20,724 

18,868 

19,061 

Iron  and  steel,  mannfactnies  of  ...      „ 

6,461 

5,899 

6,066 

6,898 

Tools,  hand,  of  all  kinds „ 

1.066 

1,078 

i;062 

1,105 
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Annex  X. — Statement  of  Tonnage  of  British  Vessels  that  visited 
all  Russian  Ports  in  1898-93. 


Tears. 


White  Sea 
Ports. 


I 


Reg.  tons. 

1899*  

1898 125,899 

1897 149,792 

1896 153,040 

1895 154,878 

1894 148,814 

1893 112,460 


Baltic  Ports. 


Black  Sea 

and 
Azoff  Ports. 


Beg.  toDii.        Beg.  tons. 


1,239,364 
1,291,898 
1,366,639 
1,386,771 
1,437,860 
1,308,766 


2,654,048 
3,154,012 
3,160,669 
3,654,863 
3,966,240 
2,721,132 


Total. 


Beg.  tons. 

3,919,306 
4,595,702 
4,680,248 
5,196,012 
5,546,414 
4,142,348 


*  No  returns  as  jet  published. 

Statement  of  Tonn«^e  of  all  Nations  in  general,  and  that  of  the 
United  Klingdom  in  particular,  that  visited  the  Kussian  White 
Baltic,  Black,  and  Azov  Seas  in  1898-98. 


Year. 


All  Bussian 

(White, 

Baltic,  Black, 

and  Azoff) 

Helm. 


1899* 


Beg.  tons. 


..I  8.748,061 

1897  9,062,394 

1896  9,446,341 

1895  9,576,105 

1894  8,286,422 

1893  7,594,146 


Of  which 
British. 


Beg.  tons. 

3,919,306 
4,595,702 
4,680,248 
5,196,012 
5,546,414 
4,142,358 


Percentage 
of  British 
Tonnage. 


44-8 
50-7 
49*5 
54-3 
66-9 
54-5 


*  No  returns  as  yet  published. 


Moscow. 


Mr.  Consul  Medhiirst  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  general  trade  of  Moscow  was  very  good  hi  the  early  part  General 
of  the  past  year,  and  continued  so  until  the  acute  monetary  crisis  ^™^*' 
of  the  autumn,  but  towards  the  latter  part  of  August  there  was  a 
great  tightness  in  the  money  market  and  every  branch  of  trade 
suffered  in  consequence. 

The  failure  of  two  of  the  most  important  business  houses  iii  Business 
St.   Petersburg  and   Moscow   caused   the   ruin   of  many   others,  ^"^'^■• 
and  a  still  greater  number  of  smaller  finns  suspended  payment 
and  compounded  with  their  creditors. 

All  stocks  and  shares  fell  from  20  to  50  per  cent,  duriug  the  Stocks  and 
year,  and  the  rate  of  discount  which  was  5  per  cent,  in  January,  ■J^aret. 
i68l)  B 
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MOSCOW. 


Spinmng 
machinery. 


Machinery 
tooU. 


Mill  engineB. 


Lancathire 
boilers. 


Bicycles. 


Typewriters, 


Sewing 
machines. 


rose  to  8^  per  cent,  by  December,  whilflt  as  much  as  10  per  oent. 
was  paid  for  discounting  good  bills,  even  by  good  firms.  Private 
persons  found  great  difficulty  in  getting  their  bills  discounted  at 
any  price,  and  these  adverse  conditions  of  the  money  market 
afl'ected  the  import  trade  unfavourably,  and  caused  loss  to 
dealers. 

The  trade  in  spinning  machinery  with  the  United  Kingdom 
was  good  up  to  September,  and  then  ceased  suddenly  for  the 
reasons  given  above. 

Machinery  tools  were  freely  bought  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  larger  orders  would  undoubtedly  have  been  given  had  makers 
been  able  to  deliver,  and  had  prices  remained  as  they  were  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  these  rose  higher  in  the  United 
Kingdom  than  they  did  in  America  and  Germany,  with  tlie  result 
that  a  number  of  orders  which  would  have  been  given  to  the 
United  Kingdom  went  to  those  countries. 

In  mill  engines  I  regret  to  have  once  more  to  note  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  orders  placed  with  Swiss  makers  who  get  a  firmer 
grip  of  the  market  every  year.  I  hear  their  work  praised, 
especially  as  regards  the  larger  sizes,  smaller  engines  being  still 
ordered  from  the  United  Kingdom  when  not  made  in  this 
country,  where  the  local  firms  turn  out  good  work. 

Lancashire  boilers  are  now  seldom  imported,  owing  to  the  high 
duty  and  freights,  which  enable  local  makers  to  supply  much 
cheaper  than  foreigners,  the  work  turned  out  being  good.  Tubular 
boilers  being  lighter,  pay  less  duty  and  freight,  and  are  largely 
imported  from  both  the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany,  many 
also  being  made  in  this  country.  The  raw  material  required  for 
the  construction  of  these  boilers  not  having  risen  in  price  in  Eussia 
as  it  has  done  in  other  countriep  local  makers  have  naturally  a 
great  advantage  over  fordgners. 

The  bicycle  trade  shows  a  falling-off,  so  far  as  British  machines 
are  concerned,  but  America  supplies  a  large  number  of  cheap 
machines.  Well-known  marks  appear  still  to  be  bought  by  those 
who  do  not  mind  paying  a  high  price  for  a  good  machine,  but 
what  was  a  few  years  ago  a  good  trade  is  being  ruined  by  compe- 
tition. In  order  to  sell  small  dealers  part  with  their  cycles  on  the 
instalment  system  of  payment,  granting  almost  any  terms,  and  the 
result  is  that  they  very  often  are  defrauded  by  the  purchaser  and 
consequently  cannot  pay  the  maker.  A  Eiga  firm  turns  out  a 
home-made  cycle,  and  a  Moscow  maker  purchases  B.S.A.  parts 
and  puts  them  together  here.  Both  these  dealers  undersell 
British  machines. 

An  ever  improving  trade  is  being  done  in  typewi-iters,  smart 
office  furniture,  weighing  machines,  cotton  gins,  and  hydraulic  and 
electrical  lifts,  but  all  of  the  above-named  come  exclusively  from 
America. 

Sewing  machines  are  largely  imported  from  Germany,  but  here 
again  the  Americans  are  active  and  are  trying  to  get  hold  of  tliis 
trade  by  means  of  a  new  machine  especially  adapted  to  Eussian 
tastes,  and  suitable  to  the  market. 
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A  good  trade  is  done  in  Dritisli  files,  wiiich  aie  purchased  by  British  filef. 
the  railway  companies,  the  larger  mills,  Ac,  but  smaller  buyers 
appear  to  be  content  with  Geiman  goods  which  though  admittedly 
inferior  in  quality,  are  sold  as  mucli  as  from  fJO  lo  100  per  cent, 
cheaper. 

A  certain  amount  of  trade  is  also  bein<::  donc^  in  American  tiles.  America 
I  must  again  call  attention  to  the  advisability  of  ol;taining 
reliable  information  as  to  the  standing  and  financial  position  of 
those  to  whom  goods  are  supplied.  Such  information  is  usually 
very  readily  supplied  by  banking  houses  and  this  Consulate,  and 
the  omission  of  this  precaution  leads  to  serious  loss.  In  my 
opinion  it  would  always  be  safer  for  the  firm  which  proposes  to 
do  busiuess  with  Moscow  to  send  some  trustworthy  traveller  to 
study  the  market  and  secure  reliable  inibrmation  on  the  spot, 
instead  of  endeavouring  to  transact  seriouFi  business  by  corre- 
spondence. 


Archangel. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  H.  Cooke  reports  as  follows : — 

The  number  of  ships  of  all  nationalities  cleared  at  Archangel  G^ellepal 
in  1899  remained  about  the  same  as  the  previous  year,  though  the  J*^i^"^  ?^ 
tonnage  somewhat  increased.     Excluding  local  mail  and  passenger 
steamers,  coasters,  &c.,  278  vessels,  of  which  196  were  steamers, 
entered  the  port  with  a  combined  tonnage  of   199,444  tons,  as 
against  274  vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  176,514  tons  in  1898. 

British  shipping,  comparing  more  favourably  with  the  previous  British 
year,  though  with  nothing  like  the  overwhelming  preponderance  '^^ippi"?- 
of  former  times,  rose  from  102  to  107  vessels,  of  which  103  were 
steamers,  and  from  79,115  to  88,938  tons.  The  proportion  of 
British  tonnage  to  that  of  aU  nations  combined  is  gradually 
declining  each  year,  and  now  stands  at  44  per  cent.  Swedish  and 
Norwegian  shipping  increased  considerably,  while  Gorman  fell  by 
some  6,000  tons.  Dutch  rose  from  10,136  to  22,405  tons,  and, 
owing  to  tiie  agreement  lately  concluded  with  a  large  liotterdam 
tirni  for  the  carriage  of  Siberian  grain  viS.  Archangel,  will  probably 
still  further  develop.  British  siiippiug  apparently  reached  its 
maximum  nunibei-s  here  in  1896  with  134  vessels  registering 
108,259  tons.  The  season  began  exceptionally  late,  only  one  or 
two  ships  managing  to  slip  in  through  the  ice  befoie  June  13. 

The  total  shipping  of  all  the  White  Sea  ports  during  1899  ^^hite  Sea 
consisted  of  299  steam  and  402  sailing  vessels  clearing  for  foreign  ''*"PP*"K* 
countries,  or  701  in  all.  The  other  ports  of  the  White  Sea  are 
Mezen,  Pushlakta,  Onega,  Sorokka,  Suma,  Kem,  Kovda  and  Keret, 
exporting  almost  exclusively  timber  in  British  and  other  vessels. 
Of  the  23  steamers  and  11  sailing  shijis,  of  27,407  tons  in  all, 
loading  wo(»d  goods  from  Onega,  13  steamers  with  an  aggregate 
tonnage  of  13,520  tons,  were  British.  The  new  saw-mills  now 
being  built  in  various  parts  of  the  Gulf  of  Kandalax  will  still  add 
to   the  shipping  of  the  White   Sea.     Navigation   at  Archangel 
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usually  begins  about  the  end  of  May,  the  last  ships  leaving  about 
October  15-20. 
Ixporttnde.  The  bulk  of  the  White  Sea  trade  is  carried  on  at  Archangel. 
The  value  of  last  year's  export  for  the  whole  of  the  White  Sea 
was  10,947,748  r.  or  1,152,394/.,  giving  an  increase  of  about 
1,000,000  r.  over  the  previous  season.  Of  this  sum  8,558,638  r. 
came  from  Archangel  alone,  as  against  7,922,115  r.  in  1898.  The 
exports  from  other  ports  were  Sorokka  661,679  r.,  Onega,  Mezen, 
Kovda  and  Keret,  each  with  less  than  500,000  r.  Wood  goods 
(logs  and  sawn)  occupy  the  foremost  place  in  the  list,  the  total 
value  of  the  exports  in  this  line  coming  to  8,000,000  r.,  of  which 
nearly  6,000,000  r.  were  from  the  Archangel  mills.*  The  other 
articles  of  export,  in  order  of  value,  none  of  which  reach 
500,000  r.»  were  tow  and  codilla,  tar  and  pitch,  rye  flour,  flax, 
linseed,  oats,  wlieat,  rye,  bark  and  grits. 

Detailed  figures  of  these  and  other  articles  of  export  and  import 
will  be  found  in  the  tables  annexed  hereto. 
11i«  timber  The  timber  trade  of  the  White  Sea,  always  the  main  source  of 

^ "'  the  welfare  of  the  North,  was  exceedingly  prosperous  last  year, 

owing  to  the  extraordinarily  high  prices  prevailing  for  this  class 
of  goods.  The  total  value  of  wood  goods  exported  has  risen  from 
2,129,985  r.  in  1888  to  6,947,386  r.  in  1898,  and  to  8,248,170  r.  or 
868,228/.  in  1899.  From  Archangel  alone  1,042,294  standard 
dozen  were  shipped,  valued  at  5,883,288  r.  (619,293/.),  an  increase 
of  171,216  standard  dozen  over  the  quantity  shipped  in  1898. 
Amon^  otlier  ports,  Onega  exported  118,899  standard  dozen,  of 
which  70,328  standard  dozen  went  to  the  United  Kingdom.  Of  the 
wood  goods  shipped  from  Archangel,  787,506  standard  dozen,  or 
over  three-fourths  of  the  entire  output,  were  bound  for  British 
ports.  Holland  follows  with  125,945  standard  dozen,  and  then 
France  and  Belgium  with  much  smaller  totals. 

The  White  Sea  ports  between  them,  including  the  Lapland 
Coast,  have  25  saw-mills,  employing  some  5,000  hands,  and 
yielding  over  9,000,000  r.  annually.  The  number  of  trees  sold 
to  the  mills  during  the  year  was  986,050,  taxed  at  1,360,331  r. 
and  sold  for  1,526,161  r.,  as  against  919,160  trees,  taxed  at 
1,163,416  r.  and  sold  for  1,290,496  r.  in  1898.  The  timber  area  of 
the  province  covers  32,000,000  dessiatines,  or  86,400,000  acres,  all 
Crown  property,  so  that  mill-owners  have  to  purchase  each  year 
what  trees  they  desire  at  Government  auction  sales,  starting  at 
prices  fixed  by  the  Crown  Forest  Department.  The  wood  industry, 
felling,  floating  and  sawing,  gives  work  to  20,000  hands  in  this 
province. 

The  Forest  Department's  revenue  here  last  year  from  sale  of 
trees,  taxes,  fines,  &c.,  amounted  to  nearly  2,000,000  r. 

The  authorities  and  existing  mill-owners  by  no  means  welcome 
the  increasing  number  of  foreign  mills  started  or  starting  in  the 
White  Sea  region,  more  especially  in  the  already,  as  they  consider, 
sufficiently  worked  Kem  district  generally,  where  some  Swedish, 

*  These  figures  can  be  conyerted  into  sterling  at  the  rate  of  1,000,001)  r. 
»  106,268/.,  or  9  r.  50  c.  -  1/. 
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Finnish,  and  other  wood-sawing  enterprises  are  now,  so  to  say, 
intruding.  More  particularly  is  the  increasing  export  of  unsawn 
logs,  a  new  feature  here,  being  met  with  strenuous  opposition,  as 
threatening  the  very  existence  of  the  saw  mill  industry.  Over 
30,000  logs  were  shipped  in  1899,  against  4,300  1-gs  in  1898. 
The  local  authorities  have,  therefore,  pressed  ov  tlie  Central 
Grovernment  the  desirability  of  absolutely  prohibiting,  save  in 
exceptional  cases,  the  export  of  logs,  as  also  the  erectiou  of  foreign 
mills  in  districts  already  worked  by  Eussians.  Where,  however, 
Russian  enterprise  has  not  ventured,  as  in  the  bleak  and  sparsely 
peopled  Petcbora,  now  being  partially  worked  by  a  Swedish 
timber  company,  foreign  assistance  is  welcomed  as  providing 
additional  revenue  from  hitherto  barren  quarters,  and  as  helping 
to  colonise  and  enrich  inhospitable  regions.  Over  70,000  pouds, 
or  about  1,166  tons,  of  birchbark  were  exported,  valued  at  39,488  r. 
or  4,156/.  Among  other  uses,  experiments  have  been  made  with 
it  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  surgical  lint  and  photographic 
purposes. 

The  shipment  of  tar  rose  from  63,783  to  89,310  barrels,  wliile  l^itchandtar. 
that  of  pitch  fell  from  15,742  to  12,461  barrels.  Tiie  weiyht  of 
last  year's  export  of  both  articles  is  given  as  699,251  puuds  (about 
11,278  tons),  and  their  value,  399,447  r.  (42,047/.).  This  once 
flourishing  branch  of  Archangel  trade  is  fast  declining,  and  though 
the  fall  of  prices  in  the  foreign  market  is  the  main  cause,  the 
Archangel  trade  has  been  greatly  injured  by  inaccurate  bracking, 
and  other  systematic  local  abuses,  of  which  last  year  there  were 
bitter  complaints  from  British  importers  collectively.  The 
authorities,  both  central  and  local,  have  taken  the  matter  up,  and 
already  published  stricter  regulations,  besides  simplifying  the 
scrieving  into  three  clearly  distinct  bracks  for  tar,  and  two  for 
pitch.  But  it  will  greatly  depend  on  the  spirit  in  which  brackers 
and  shippers  apply  the  new  rules  whether  British  buyers  apply 
elsewhere  or  not. 

There  was  a  very  great  fall  in  the  amount  of  oats  shipped,  last  Oats, 
year  8  total  coming  to  only  439,857  pouds,  valued  at  295,974  r.,  as 
against  1,500,000  ponds  in  1898.  The  cause  was  the  fall  of  prices 
in  the  foreign  market,  as  well  as  the  bad  quality  of  the  previous 
crop.  The  liarve-t  of  1899,  too,  was  below  the  average,  a  late 
spring  and  early  autumn  frosts  damaging  the  northern  crops. 
Rye,  rye  and  >vheaL  flour,  and  other  grain  produce  were  shipped  to 
the  extent  of  430,478  pouds  (6,943  tons). 

The  great  event  of  the  year  was  the  beginning  made  in  the  Siberimn 
shipment  of  Siberian  grain,  brought  by  the  Perm-Kotlass  Railway  S^i"*  export, 
to  Kotlass,  and  thence  by  river  to  Archangel  On  the  future 
development  of  this  trade  depend  the  last  hopes  of  the  port  ever 
regaining  any  prominent  position.  188,725  pouds,  valued  at 
244,109  r.,  were  shipped  last  year  to  start  with,  while  this  present 
season  some  2,000,000  pouds  are  expected.  Port,  river,  bar,  and 
other  conditions  are  not  yet  sufficiently  favourable  for  the  full 
realisation  cf  the  hopes  entertained,  but  this  year's  practical  ex- 
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perience,  and  the  urgent  necessity  of  working  against  the  compe- 
tition of  rival  routes,  will  no  doubt  advance  matters. 

Tlie  flax  export  also  showed  a  falliug-off  compared  with  the 
preceding  year,  from  115,976  to  86,748  pouds,  caused  by  the 
increased  and  more  profitable  demand  in  the  interior. 

The  shipment  of  linseed  was  nearly  double,  and  of  linficed  cakes 
far  beyond  the  previous  season,  the  totals  for  1899  being  245,957 
and  142,835  pouds  respectively. 

Almost  all  the  timber  goods  shipped,  and  three-quarters  of  the 
other  export  articles,  were  destined  for  British  ports,  that  is,  of  a 
total  of  2,455,000  pouds  (39,596  tons)  of  other  goods  but  timber, 
1,800,000  poucls  (29,032  tons)  were  bound  for  the  United  Kingdom; 
Sweden  and  Norway  come  next  with  but  300,000  pouds ;  Holland 
with  228,000  pouds  ;  America,  77,000  pouds  ;  and  Germany,  50,000 
pouds. 

The  import  figures  are  much  less  considerable.  The  imports 
from  abroad,  in  order  of  value,  were :  fish  from  Norway  to  the  ex- 
tent of  over  1,000,000  r. ;  machinery,  304,036  r. ;  iron,  steel,  and 
metal  goods,  coal  and  coke,  maize  for  distilling  purposes,  six  sea 
and  river  vessels,  wines,  spirits,  table  snlt,  &c.  Almost  the  whole 
of  the  inii)ort  to  the  White  Sea  is  to  Archangel.  The  total  value 
of  goods  imported  was  1,976,394  r.  (2()8,041i.),  of  which  1,792,514  r. 
(188,680/.)  came  to  Archangel.  The  exports,  it  vdU  be  seen,  thus 
exceed  the  imports  by  nearly  9,000,000  r.  nor,  unless  the  Perm- 
Kotlass-Arcliaiigel  route  should  attract  foreign  goods  to  Siberia, 
is  there  much  likelihood  of  Archangel  gaining  any  prominence  as 
a  medium  of  import  trade.  Sea-going  vessels,  coal,  and  coke  come 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  and,  to  a  fairly  large  extent,  the  fol- 
lowing :  machinery  of  all  kinds  for  the  saw-mills,  &c.,  fire-saviug 
appliances,  electric  plant,  and  building  materials.  A  well-known 
Stockholm  lirm  sends  most  of  ihe  saw-mill  machinery  ;  by  personal 
canvassing,  and  suiting  the  demand  they  have  established  their 
name  here.  Some  well-known  Britisli  firms  obtain  orders,  however, 
especially  when  the  best  make  is  desired. 

British  -enterprise  vi4  the  over-sea  route  to  the  Obi  and  Yenisei 
failed  last  year,  the  Kara  Sea  proving  impassable.  The  steamer 
*'  Arthur  "  was  abandoned  in  the  ice,  the  other  vessel  having  to 
return  with  the  objects  of  the  voyage  unaccomplished.  Tea  for 
Siberia  was  one  of  the  items  of  cargo.  This  will  probably  dis- 
courage further  efforts  for  this  year  at  least;  nor  even  with  ice- 
breakers could  the  route  ever  be  considered  absolutely  reliable. 

Ekaterina  Harbour,  in  the  Gulf  of  Kola,  Lapland  coast,  was 
formally  opened  in  July  by  the  Grand  Duke  Vladimir,  the  name 
of  Alexandrovsk  being  then  given  to  the  adjoining  town  and  to 
the  whole  peninsula,  formerly  known  as  the  Kola  district  This 
new  port  has  no  commercial  significance,  except  as  a  midway 
ancliorage,  and  Vardo  is  more  convenient,  and  therefore  used  for 
that  purpose. 

The  British  steamship  "Zurich"  of  London  was  L»8t  in 
October  olF  the  Norwegian  coast  while  returning  from  the  White 
Sea.     All  on  board  perished  save  the  master.     Two  other  British 
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steamers,  the  "  St.  Vincent "  and  the  "  Nigi-etia,"  met  with  con- 
siderable damdge,  the  former  from  a  collision  in  the  river,  the 
latter  from  grounding.  The  construction  of  the  slip  dock  slowly 
proceeds  from  year  to  year.  Port  accommodation,  facilities,  &c., 
for  repairs  are  somewhat  hisufficient,  the  "Nigretia"  sailing 
unrepaired  and  unseaworthy,  convoyed  by  a  local  tug. 

The  pilot  service  is  the  reverse  of  reliable,  thougli  official  and  Pilotage  and 
obligatory-     Dredging  continued  throughout  the  year,  but,  as  far  ^^^K*^ 
as  the  draught  allowed  to  ships  is  concerned,  no  progress  was  made. 
The  dredger  at  work  was  constructed  at  London.     17  to  17^  feet 
was  the  draught  allowed,  though  some  vessels  passed  with  18^  feet. 

In  general  the  port  conditions  do  not  correspond  to  the  new  Port 
prospects  opening  out  from  the  new  Siberian  route  now  starting  ^'^^ditwnf 
via  Archangel.  ^^^^     ^v* 

The  Moscow- Yaroslav-Archangel   Enilway,   owing    to    mal-  Moscow- 
administration,  has  been  transferred  to  the  State.     The  passenger  ^^i^f^ 
traffic  between  Archangel  and  Vologda  was  113,110,  or   15,000  triinafeiredio 
more   than   in    1898.     The  goods  traffic  amounted  to  2,773,454  the  state, 
pouds.  or  44,717  tons,   an  increase  of  875,848   pouds  over  the 
preceding  year. 

Good   representative   exhibits   of   the   timber,   fur,   fish,  and  Ar^hsugel  at 
other  products  of  the  north  were  sent  to  the  Paris  Exhibition.        ej^iwIS* 

The  town,  port,  and  whole  surrounding  region  still  preserve  j^^ 
much  of  their  primitive  characteristics.  Oil  lamps  light  the  streets,  condition*. 
There  are  neither  trams  nor  cars,  though  the  distances  are  great. 
There  is  no  drainage  system,  and  no  water  laid  on  anywhere.  A 
number  of  exiles  from  all  part«  of  the  Empire  are  condemned  to 
varying  periods  of  residence  here.  There  is  no  landowning  class 
or  gentry,  the  higher  Eussian  element  being  almost  exclusively 
confined  to  constantly  changing  officials.  The  larger  trade  of  the 
town  and  district  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Eussian-bom 
Germans,  who  form  the  mainstay  of  the  business  and  society  of 
the  place.  Taken  altogether,  there  is  little  scope  for  British  trade, 
save  in  the  purchase  of  the  natural  produce  of  the  district.  The 
future  of  Archangel  as  a  medium  of  any  considerable  inter- 
national trade,  both  import  and  export,  now  dei)ends  on  its 
linking  the  West  with  the  Siberian  market,  on  the  development, 
that  is,  of  through  traffic  east  and  west  vi4  the  Perm-Kotlass- 
Archangel  rail  and  river  route,  starting  operations  this  year. 


Note.  -In  the  aboTc  report  conversions  have    been    made  at  the  following 
rates: — 

}l -  9r.  50  c. 

1  poud         86*4  lbs. 

62  pouds      ..  ••         ..  1  ton. 

1  dessiatine..         ••  ..  2*7  acres. 


^681)  B  4 


y^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


:24 


ARCHilNOKL. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Archangel 
during  the  Tears  1899-98. 


ArticlM. 


QuAotitj. 


Timber  .. 

Logs 

OaU 

Wheftt   .. 

Bye 

Flour  and  griU.  • 

Flax 

Tow  and  oodilla 

Linseed  . .  • . 

Linseed  cakee    . . 

Tar 

Pitch      .. 

Sealskins 

Mats      .. 


-  Standard  doi. 
1  Fieoes 
Cwte. 


I  Barrels 
I  Pieces 


1890. 

1808. 

1,048,294 

871,078 

ao,068 

4,800 

142,468 

471,061 

61,886 

8,164 

21,987 

.. 

48,087 

84.820 

28,108 

37,692 

41,768 

44,081 

70.986 

48,649 

46,421 

30,110 

89,810 

63,788 

12,461 

16,742 

58,986 

30,867 

66,960 

68,780 

RiTURN  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Archangel   during  the 

Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Sefliaff. 

—•  „ 

T^»fesl. 

NtttloiuiUtj. 

Nunherofj      j^^^ 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

~ 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tens. 

British      

SwMlish  and  Nor- 
wegian   

Dutch       

G«nnan     

Daniflh      

other  ooiintriei  ... 

4 

90 
1 
7 

18 
27 

1,174 

12,036 

210 

1,896 

2,702 

6,868 

108 

s 

9 

87,764 

98,759 
22.196 
15,649 
9,966 
852 

107 

79 

20 
28 

22 
28 

88,998 

60,789 
22,406 
16,944 
12,668 
7,710 

Tolal     

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

82 
99 

24,876 
26,798 

196 
181 

176,069 
149,716 

278 
274 

199,444 
176,614 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British      

Swedish  and  Nor- 
wegian   

Dutch        ....      ... 

German     

Danish      

Other  countries  ... 

4 

90 

1 
7 

19 
27 

1,174 

12,036 
210 
1,9»6 
2,702 
6,868 

109 

48 
19 
21 
9 

1 

87,764 

98.763 
22,196 
16.649 
9,966 
852 

107 

71 
20 
28 
22 
28 

88,998 

50,789 
22,405 
16.B44 
12.668 
7,710 

Total      

„    for  the  year 
preceding     ... 

82 
99 

24,376 
26,798 

196 
181 

176,069 
149,716 

278             199,444 
274        1     176,614 
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Beturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  and  Import  from  and 
to  the  White  Sea  Poits  during  the  Years  1899-98. 

Exports. 


Articles. 


Wood  goods     . . 
Tow  and  codills 
Pitch  and  tar 
Bye  flour 
fLu       .. 
linseed.. 
Oatd 

Wheat  .. 
Linseed  cakes 
Kye 

Bark,  hides,  grits,  mats, 
Ac 


Currencj. 

SterUng.* 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

Boubles. 

Boubles. 

£ 

£ 

8,248,170 

6,947,886 

886,900 

747,080 

399,484 

405,332 

42,955 

43,584 

399,447 

384,321 

42,951 

41,825 

859,017 

386,677 

38,604 

41,470 

349,625 

448,481 

37,594 

48,228 

30«,788 

154,599 

32,988 

16,623 

295,974 

1,017,363 

31,825 

109,393 

244,595 

26,300 

109,654 

84,696     , 

11,790 

9,107 

49,960 

1 

5,372 

•* 

128,285     !        100,536     I        13,794 


10,810 


Imports. 


Currency. 


Sterling.' 


Articles. 


1899. 


1898. 


1899. 


1898. 


Fish      .. 

Machinery 

Iron  and  steel  goods 

Coal  and  coke  .. 

Maize    . . 

Sea  and  rirer  vessels 

Wines  and  spirits 

Table  salt 


Roubles. 

1,119,600 

304,036 

128,940 

108,449 

103,000 

77,915 

22,666 

19,986 


Boubles. 

972,653 

190,546 

84,110 

72,668 

109,000 

597,059 

19,468 

35,776 


£ 

120,388 

32,690 

13,864 

11,661 

11,075 

8,378 

2,439 

2,149 


104,586 

20,488 

9,044 

7,815 

11,720 

64,199 

2,093 

3,846 


*  At  exchange,  9  r.  30  o.  per  II. 


Eeturn  of  British  Shipping  in  the  Indirect  Carrying  Trade  at  the 
Port  of  Archangel  during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Goimtries 

With  Cargoes. 

In  Ballast. 
Number  of        «„, 

Total. 

Nomber  of 
Veesels. 

Ton*. 

Number  of 
Veiiels. 

Tons. 

Sweden  and  Nor- 

w»7        

Deniuark 

Belffiam    

"i 

i.i'is 

40 
5 
2 

1 

29,648 
4,2a» 
1,702 

40 
5 

o 

1 

29,643 
4,233 
1,762 
l.llB 

Totel 

1 

1,118 

47 

86,6M 

« 

8«|766 
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St.  Petkrsburg-Cronstadt. 
Mr.  Vice-Consul  Fishwick  reports  as  follows : — 

fiETURN  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Ports  of  CrJ[ 
Petersburg  during  the  Navigation  of  1899,  wnS 
April  17/29  and  closed  on  November  20/De^m 
218  days. 

ARnrvEO. 


Steam.. 

Sailing 


Number  of 
Venels. 


Regiftered 
Ton§. 


678 
4 


645,777 
1,113 


R46,890 


Of  which  total  number — 


Number 

of 
Vewela. 


308 


258 
4 
4 

2 
2 


Deseription. 


Steam 

Steam 
Steam 


Steam 
Sailing 
Steam 
8  team 
Yuchls 


Remarks. 


Entered 


to 


fuU 


582 


discharge 

cargoes  . . 
Entered  in  ballast  to  load 
Entered     to    discharge    part    of 

their  cargo    in  Cronstadt,  and 

rest  in  St.  Petersburg 

y  Entered  to  discharge  full  cargoes 

Entered  to  discharge  part  cargoes 
Entered  in  ballaBt  to  load 
Entered  with  lourists 
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Sailed. 


27 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


Registered 
Tons. 


Crewi. 


Steam.. 
Sailing 


578 
4 


645,777 
1,113 


11,734 


Total 


582 


646.890 


U,763 


Of  which  total  number — 


Number 

of        ,  Description. 
YesselB.    i 

Kemarks.                                    Forts. 

234 

81 

9 

27 

'I 

121 
4 
9 

2 

Steam 
Steam 
Steam 

Steam 

Steam 
Steam 
Steam 
Sailing 
Steam 

Yachts       . . 

SaUed  in  ballast ^ 

„      with  full  cargoes  . . 

„  with  part  cargoes  to  com- 
plete abroad 

„  after  loading  part  at  St. 
Pecersburg  and  rest  in 
Oronstadt 

„      inbaUast ^ 

„      with  part  import  cargo    , . 

'     „      with  full  cargoes   . . 

„      with  part  cargoes  to  com- 
plete abroad 
„      with  tourists          . .          . .  ^ 

-From  Cronetadt. 

From 

St.  Petersburg. 

582 

Summary. 


Number  of  Vessels. 


At— 


Entered. 

,  Cleared. 

Cronstadt           

St.  Petersburg 

310 
272 

351 
231 

Total 

582 

582 

These  totals,  as  compared  with  last  year's  figures,  show  a 
decrease  of  30  vessels  and  an  increase  of  33,858  tons,  owing  to  the 
larger  tonnage  of  the  ships  that  arrived.  The  number  of  foreign 
vessels  also  decreased  this  season  by  32,  and  their  tonnage 
increased  by  129,721  tons  for  the  same  season. 

I  regret  again  to  report  that  nothing  whatever  was  done  to 
ameliorate  the  harbour  accommodation,  and  steamers  had  to  wait 
their  turn  for  a  berth  in  the  Mole,  some  vessels  actually  laying 
outside  the  harbour  from  5  to  10  days,  and  if  nothing  is  done  to 
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28  CRONSTADT. 

improve  the  coudition  of  the  harbour,  ownd 
for  the  s.arae  detention  in  future. 

The  import  of  coals,  coke,  patent  fuel,  and 
season  as  follows  : — 


Coalrt        •• 
Coke 

Patent  fuel 
Pig-iron  . . 


Ton». 
1,914,093 

134,356 
33.749 
42,142 


\ 

)o™ 


Freight  of  coals  kept  steady  throughout,  a1 
per  ton. 

The   total  quantity  of  grain  exported  this 
oats,  linseed,  &c.,  was  about  2,272,405  chetverts, 
1898  of  2,26U,:'>79  chetverts.     Grain  freights 
2.-?.  per  (juarter  for  wheat ;  other  grain  in  propo: 

The  total  quantity  of  deals  and  wood  expor 
1,366,^/20  standard  tlozen,  a  decnMse  of  69,718 
against  1898.  Freights  varied  from  I85.  iSd.  to  4J 
standard  dozen.  M 

The  following  are  the  returns  of  Britisii  afll 
at  the  Ports  of  Cronstadt  and  St.  Petersburg  durii 
of  1899.  The  total  number  of  arrivals  was  1,( 
that  of  sailing  1,862. 


Statement  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  St.  Pa 
during  the  Year  1898. 


Sttam. 

SailinX.            m 

NationalUy. 

^ 

Number  of 

VcMeli. 

Tona, 

Number  of 
Veueli. 

Tons.   1 

Brltiah       ' 

&78         1 

64.^.777 

4 

1,113 

Geriaan     ... 

SiO 

230,550 

24 

5,183 

Norwegian 

162 

134,bi)l 

64 

27,650 

Svedtiti 

172        1 

lM,4a7 

24 

4,648 

Danish       

28« 

2&  1,062 

94 

13.159 

Rauino 

61 

81,566 

46 

9,172 

Dutch        

48 

41^.  Ob  7 

14 

11,191 

French 

'6 

;^417 

J 

Belgian      

8         1 

8.618 

...       J 

Spanisli      

16         I 

21,091 

... 

-       1 

Italian 

2         1 

2,729 

5 

3,199  ■ 

Auatro-Hiinintrian 

4 

6,198 

... 

...       ■ 

United    Sutes    uf 

n 

Ameiica 

2 

970 

Greek 

I 

1,595 

... 

Total       

J, 61 5 

I,528,03S 

266 

75,821 

These  totals,  as  compeired  with  those  of  j 
decrease  of  62  ships  and  an  increase  of  lG3,579j 
larger  tonni^e  of  the  ships  that  arrived. 


■  ;+;-,^^  u» 
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The  above  1,880  arrivalB  were  divided  between  the  ports  of 
St.  Petersbj^rg  and  Cronstadt  as  follows : — 


With  Cargo. 

In  Bflllast. 

1 
Steam.     |    Sailiiig. 

Steam.     '     Sailing. 

Proceeded  to  St.  Petersburg      . . 
Entered  Oronstadt 

786               215 
745                 50 

70 
15 

, , 

Total 

1,795 

85 

•• 

The  1,862  sailing  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  Vessels. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Wintered  from  1898         

Entered    as    coasters    and    sailed    on    foreign 

Toyaees  (Russian)         

Bntered  during  the  navigation  of  1899  . . 

2 

6 
1,615 

25 

29 
265 

Total 

1,623 

319 

Say  1,942  ships  in  all,  of  which  20  ships,  including  2  steamers, 
wintered  at  St.  Petersburg;  14  dredgers  and  river  steamers 
remained  here  or  proceeded  to  the  Caspian  Sea,  and  1,862  ships 
sailed  for  the  following  countries  : — 


Number  of  Vessels. 

Destination. 

Total. 

With  Cargo. 

In  Ballast. 

United  Kingdom 

402 

27 

429 

Sweden 

103 

280 

383 

Norway 

15 

3 

18 

Denmark           

80 

4 

84 

Germany           

176 

18 

194 

Holland 

106 

5 

111 

Belgium 

20 

*  • 

20 

France 

48 

•  • 

48 

Spain 

North  America 

*3 

1 
2 

1 
5 

Russian  ports  of  the  Baltic, 

White  and  Black  Seas,  and 

• 

Pacific  Ocean 

39 

530 

669 

Total 

992 

870 

1,862 
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The    above    ships    left    St.    Petersburg    and    Cronstadt    as 

follows : —  • 


I  Number  of  YaiMU. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

From  St.  Petenbuxg— 

With  cargo 

Inballsit       

From  CroMtadt— 

With  cargo 

Inhallart        

4©9 
205 

270 
599 

188 

41 

85 
85 

Total 

1,678 

289 

....  ,.    * 

1,862 

Return  of  British  Shipping  in  the  Indirect  Carrying  Trade  at  the 
Port  of  Cronstadt  during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Coontries, 
whence  Entered. 


New  South  Wales 

HumU  

Germany 

Belgium  

Italy  

Spain  

Turkey  

Total 


With  Cargoea. 


InBallaat. 


Totia. 


Number  of 
Veaaele. 

Tona. 

Number  of 
Veaaab. 

Tona. 

Number  of 
Veasela. 

Toni. 

811 

1 

BU 

11,128 

i 

1,129 

10 

12,257 

* 

142 

1          ' 

2,81* 

2,965 

716 

716 

776 

776 

906 

905 

1,152 

1 
1 

... 

1,162 

IS          ' 

16,630 

4 

3,942 

19 

19,572 

Cleared. 


In  Ballaat. 


Total. 


Number  of 
Veaeela. 


Tona. 


Number  of 
Ve 


Tona. 


Buflsia 
Swe«<en 
Oermaay  ... 
Holland     ... 
tYance 

Total  ... 


156 

,     148,160      I 

162 

156,309 

148 

197,899      ' 

148 

197,899 

4 

5,784      ; 

8 

9.867 

... 

29 

86,120 

... 

... 

10 

9,862 

57,104 


306 


351,843 


367 


409,647 
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Return  of  British  Shipping  in  the  Direct  Trade  with  the  United 
Kingdom  at  the  Port  of  Oronstadt  during  the  Year  1899. 


With  Cktrom. 

In  BallMt. 

Total. 

Number  of 

VeBMlB, 

TOUB. 

Number  of 
YeMeto. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
VeanelB. 

Tons. 

Batered     

Omnd     

Ml        i     622.807 
202        1     202,S18 

1 

17 

27,'a»6 

561 
219 

622,607 
229,714 

Reval. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  de  Soucanton  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  trade  of  Reval,  taking  imports  and  exports  together,  shows 
as  regards  value  a  great  decrease  against  1898,  bub  when  we  look 
at  the  quantities  the  imports  show  an  increase,  whilst  as  regards 
exports  there  is  a  very  marked  falling-off.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  very  unfavourable  turn  the  mt^ney  market  has  taken  all 
over  Europe  since  the  second  half  of  1899  has  made  itself  felt  also 
at  Reval  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  in  spite  of  all  exertion  it  will 
take  some  time  before  a  decided  improvement  in  all  branches  of 
trade  may  manifest  itself.  In  my  last  report  I  alluded  to  the 
many  industrial  enterprises  that  had  been  started  here  and  they 
appear  to  be  promising  well.  Owing  to  the  stringency  of  the 
money  market,  some  of  them  which  had  either  not  sufficient  capital 
or  from  other  causes  got  into  difficulties  but  fortunately  arrange- 
ments have  been  come  to  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  may  help  them 
to  outlive  the  present  difficult  situation. 

Turning  first  to  the  exports  we  find  an  enormous  f  alling-ofiF  in  Bxporti. 
the  main  articles,  say  grain  and  linseed,  caused  principally  by  the 
very  poor   crop   of    1898,   and   to   a  great   extent  also   by   the 
incapability   of  the   Russian   railways  to   forward  grain  without 
serious  delays,  even  in  years  when  crops  are  below  an  average. 

Looking  at  the  different  sorts  of  grain,  we  find  that  of  wheat 
only  about  one-tenth  of  the  preceding  year's  quantity  has  been 
exported,  of  rye  the  quantity  has  also  decreased  by  nearly  one 
half;  only  oats  show  a  marked  improvement.  The  crop  of  1899 
having  been  about  equal  to  the  average,  had  the  railways  worked 
better  the  quantity  exported  in  the  last  half  of  the  year  would 
have  been  much  lai^er.  The  linseed  crop  of  1898  was  almost  a 
failure,  apart  from  this  I  do  not  think  that  the  export  of  this 
article  will  attain  again  the  extent  of  former  years.  In  those 
parts  of  Russia  from  which  Reval  draws  her  supplies  a  number 
of  seed  crushing  mQls  have  been  started,  and  further  it  appears 
that  in  the  interior  the  sowing  of  linseed  has  been  greatly  reduced 
owing  to  the  poor  result  of  the  crop  during  the  last  years.  Of 
course  should  prices  keep  on  the  level  of  last  winter,  I  think  that 
farmers  in  the  interior  may  again  turn  more  attention  to  it. 

Of  fiax  about  330,000  pouds  less  have  been  exported  than  in 
1898,  which  is  due  to  the  railway  rates  having  been  reduced  to 
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neighbouring  ports  and  not  to  Keval.  In  spite  of  all  endeavours 
on  the  part  of  the  Keval  Exchange  Committee,  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  attain  a  more  favourable  railway  tariff. 

The  export  of  eggs  has  also  diminished  by  about  one-third. 
It  is  not  likely  tliat  it  will  improve  in  future,  since  there  are  here 
no  dealers  in  eggs. 
Import!.  The  import  trade  of  1899  taking  the  value  into  consideration 

shows  a  very  great  diminution  which  is  principally  due  to  the 
cessation  of  import  of  silver,  but  as  regards  quantities  we  find  a 
marked  increase,  say  about  4,000,000  pouds. 

The  silver  imported  last  year  was  for  Government  account  and 
as  apparently  the  want  is  satisfied  it  is  but  natural  that  the 
import  has  ceased.  Cotton  shows  a  decrease  of  about  700,000 
pouds  which  may  he  partly  accounted  for  by  more  Ilussian  cotton 
being  used  by  the  manufacturers  in  the  interior.  The  import  of 
coals  and  coke  has  more  than  doubled,  owing  to  the  increased  re- 
quirements of  local  industry  and  to  the  fact  that  the  railway  has 
again  begim  to  use  coals  as  fuel  instead  of  naphtha,  the  price  of 
which  has  risen  very  considerably.  Pi*(  and  wrought-iron,  copper, 
and  lead  have  been  imported  in  nmch  greater  quantities,  as  the 
demand  for  these  articles  has  much  increased  both  here  and  in 
the  interior.  The  importation  of  machinery  also  shows  a  marked 
improvement,  which  is  apparently  partly  due  to  the  floating  steam 
crane  getting  into  working  order  in  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
whereby  the  import  of  lieavy  pieces  was  much  facilitated.  The 
crane  is  able  to  lift  up  to  40  tons. 

The  potato  crop  in  the  provinces  of  Esthonia  and  Livonia  was 
in  1899  almost  an  absolute  failure,  and  consequently  the  use  of 
maize  for  distilling  purposes  has  very  much  increased ;  up  to  the 
end  of  1899  it  shows  an  increase  of  about  550,000  pouds,  and  in 
the  beginning  of  1900  further  large  quantities  have  arrived  ;  so  far 
the  current  year  promises  a  good  yield  of  potatoes,  and  in  conse- 
quence the  import  of  maize  for  the  second  half  of  1900  will  in  all 
probability  cease  completely. 

If  we  take  the  gross  value  of  all  articles  combined  in  the  trade 
with  the  various  countries,  we  find  that  the  whole  trade  of  Reval 
by  sea  shows  a  decrease  of  about  3,300,000/.,  which  is  borne  almost 
entirely  by  the  transactions  with  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Germany,  whilst  most  of  the  other  countries  show  an  increase. 

From  the  foregoing  it  appears  that  this  decrease  of  about  35 
per  cent,  as  compared  with  1898  is  principally  due  to  the  cessation 
of  import  of  silver,  and  the  falling-off  of  the  import  of  cotton  and 
export  of  wheat.  The  crop  prospects  in  Russia  for  the  current 
year  are  so  far  better  than  in  1899,  as  harvesting  is  benefited  by 
the  weather,  so  we  may  hope  that  the  returns  of  trade  for  1900 
may  prove  more  satisfactory. 

As  in  former  years  the  icel breaker  has  proved  very  useful  for 
shipping  during  winter  months,  and  by  its  assistance  the  time 
when  the  port  of  Reval  was  practically  inaccessible  to  steamers 
has  been  reduced  to  a  few  days. 

For  detailed  information  I  ])eg  to  refer  to  the  annexed  returns. 
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Return  of  British  Shipping  in  the  Indirect  Canying  Trade  at  the 
Port  of  Eeval  during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


With  Cargoes. 


Countries  whence 
Entered. 


Nnmber  of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


United  Kin|[dom...< 
United  States   of 
America 


Oennanj  , 
Denmark  , 

Total  , 


120 


132 


114,970 

7,278 
10,199 

*897 


133,844 


In  Ballast. 


i  Namherof 
;     Vessels. 


Tons. 


2,194 
2,190 


4,384 


Total. 


Namberof 
Vewels.    ! 


136 


Ton«. 


114,970 


6 

7,278 

8 

12,898 

2 

2,190 

1 

897 

137.728 


Cleared. 


Countries  to  whieh 
Cleared. 


Wjth  Cargoes. 


In  Ballast. 


Number  of 
Vessels.    I 


Tons. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


Total. 


Number  of  * 
Vessels.    I 


Tons. 


United  Kingdom ... 

United  States  of 

America 


89  I       88,107 


1 
37 


974 
82,744 


Uermanj  ... 
Korway     ... 

\'S 

— 

Sweden      ... 

...' 

... 

... 

Belgium    ... 

•«.i 

2 

1,970 

Holland     ... 

7 

6.261 

France      ... 

10 

11,221 

22 
5 

I 
11 


6,021 


22,06A 

6,5S6 

865 

14,098 

iVill 


42 


Total  ^ 


96 


91,477 


48 


49,286 


188 


48,828 


1 

974 

69 

64,809 

5 

6,636 

1 

1            866 

11 

14,098 

2 

1,970 

8 

7,972 

10 

11,221 

140,768 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Eeval  during  the 
Year  1899. 

£ntersd. 


1 

flailing. 

!             Steam. 

Total. 

Nationslitj. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Beg.  Tons. 

'  Number  of 
Vessels. 

Beg.  Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Beg.  Tons. 

British      .«       ... 

M. 

... 

186 

137,720 

186 

137,720 

Kus«ian     

1,239 

76,637 

467 

190,668 

1,696 

267.296 

Swedish     

4 

424 

!            24 

7,203 

28 

7,627 

Norwegian 

6 

1,216 

17 

8,166 

22 

Mil 

]>anisb      

19 

2,226 

82 

66,628 

101 

68,763 

Oerman     

... 

142 

78,161 

142 

78,161 

Dutch       

... 

... 

9 

6,922 

9 

6,918 

Total     

1,267 

80,601 

867 

484,838 

2,134 

664,889 

„  ftothayear 

1 

pteoedlttg     ... 

1,220 

79,027 

879 

1 

493,668 

2,099 

8?2,683 

(681) 
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Cliakbd. 


Sailing. 


steam. 


Nationality. 


British        

Kasrian     

Swedish     

MorwfgiaD 

Danish       

German     

Dutch        

Totol      

„  for  the  year 
preceding     ... 


Kumberof 
Veisela.     i 


1,244 
6 


1,271 
1,18a 


Beg.  Tons. 


Number  of 
Vessels,    i 


Bag.  Tons. 


Total. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


Beg.  Tons. 


... 

ISA 

186,888 

188 

186,888 

77,447 

467 

189,028 

1,701 

286,476 

424 

26 

7,819 

28 

7.962 

1,216 

17 

8,166 

22 

9,871 

2,072 

80 

84,776 

98 

66,846 

.M 

140 

77.786 

140 

77,786 

9 

8,922 

» 

6,922 

61,168 

868 

479,684 

2,184 

660,762 

72,166 

870 

486,278 

2,068 

668,448 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Reval 
during  the  Years  1898-99. 


.       Ariieles. 

1898.                ! 

1 

1899. 

' 

I 

) 

Quantity. 
Pouds    ..  10,457,897 

Value.     1 

£        > 
1,236,944  ; 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wheat 

1,124^600 

110,028 

Rye 

..    2,019,220 

173,696  1 

1,322,777 

114,112 

Oata 

..       933,227 

83,288  , 

2,370,532 

179,612 

Barley 

„   .     ..       269,369 

20,854  . 

347,687 

29,617 

Buckwheat  groats . . 

i»    .    •  •           •  • 

•  •          1 

4,492 

708 

Peas 

. .         54,622 

4.698  1 

96,949 

8,488 

Linseed 

. .       364,563 

54,880  1 

89,667 

14,127 

Oilcakes      . . 

715,818 

61,576 

748,518 

69,296 

Ghime 

. .        148,227 

107,806  ' 

126,027 

105,228 

Meat 

„         ..'         8,081 

6,216 

3,208 

1,349 

Butter 

194,170 

260,543  1 

168,446 

206,346 

Fkx 

„        ..     1,889,758 
^    -,.        ..       167,898 

731,619  . 

1,554.,566 

688,747 

Cod  ilia  and  tow     .. 

44,999  > 

201,656 

50,940 

Uemp 

12,064 

4,151  i 

14,065 

4,786 

Asbestos      . . 

44,275 

7,858  1 

88,146 

6,618 

Mats 

18,240 

3,531 

7,448 

1,410 

Ice 

..     1,229,082 

10,573  1 

. . 

• . 

Bristles 

15,944 

102,864 

12,990 

81,990 

Camel     and    other 

hair 

34,979 

47,692  i 

42,148 

57,620 

Wool 

32,358 

62,191 

14,213 

22,428 

Mineral  oil . . 

139,^61 

17.995 

204,915 

34,488 

Hides 

tj2,40o 

174,320 

99,185 

177,226 

Dried  blood 

17,569 

1,612 

13,420 

1,128 

Joiner's  work 

102,679 

220,815 

188,694 

49,695 

Feuthers     . . 

5,078 

9,836 

6,134 

11,850 

Goloshes     . . 

4,464 

10,955 

8,990 

12,950 

KuBsia  leather 

„         ..            2,041 

5,314 

1,633 

^S13 

Bran 

„         ..          72,100 

4,652  1 

. . 

, , 

Sundrie**     . . 

. .  1      113,8^6 

67,586 

88,101 

47,570 

Spirits         .. 
Eggs 

Vedros..'       62,498 

3,024 

906 

42 

Number     1  3,193,690 

5,151 

2,114,200 

3,885 

Sleepers      . . 
Timber 

Pieceo    . ,         80,827 

4,845 

29,866 

1,570 

„        ..;         8,711 

1,873 

18b 

49 

Deals 

. .  i        34,187 

1  — "' 

2,757 

1 

2,296 

482 

Total   .. 

! 

3,634,505 

1,997,387 
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Rbturn   of  Principal   Articles  of  Import  to   Reval    during 
the  Years  1898-99. 


1898. 

1899. 

Arlioles. 

Ponds    .. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Oranges  attd  lemons 

126,886 

£ 
88,708 

160,288 

42,142 

Fnuts  and  vegetables 

25,897 

20,189 

47,827 

26,660 

Ooffee 

24,802 

63,338 

21,602 

46,460 

Tea 

8,062 

19,691 

982 

6,200 

Bice 

6,099 

1,705 

13,565 

3,990 

Wine  in  casks 

!,'         V.         11,646 

22,641 

9,179 

17,880 

.  Herrings  ... 

224,684 

,  31,4p4 

152,554 

25,676 

Bleaching  powder. . 

6,880 

1,504 

4,812 

1,113 

floda 

41,414 

8,906 

28,192 

6,367 

Gxun  and  resin 

,.         -.1      110,846 

107,781 

110,905 

116,670 

Odpra 

„         .,!        82,038 

7,579 

11,930 

3,010 

Saperphoephate 

. . :     209,869 

8,402 

165,149 

6,059 

Cement       8,026 

151 

5,788 

826 

Clay 67,338 

3,621 

57,365 

3,916 

Brioks 

174,566 

4,692 

385,693 

21,500 

Dye  goods  .. 

69,822 

66,489 

55,456 

13,156 

Drags  and  chemicals;       „                  208,921 

94,727 

213,123 

95,817 

Oil „                    29,683 

20,947 

32,659 

15,767 

Coal  and  coke                  „        . . ;  3,116,197 

50,789 

6,499,862 

188,887 

Cotton         ..          ..;       „         ..  1  3,658,102 

8,933,443 

2,948,642 

8,101,995 

Wool           ..                    „                     7,887 

15,887 

8,367 

5,666 

Shoddy       1,702 

8,661 

2,500 

667 

Jute ,,            '       29,742 

14,891 

6,296 

2,978 

Pig  andwrought-iron 

502,035 

91,507 

898,171 

201,191 

Steel 

,r       :. '       85,938 

50,827 

■    -^4,462 

13,050 

Copper 

89,474 

115,451 

184,202 

228,700 

Zinc 

18,302 

6,151 

18,751 

6,497 

Tin 

. .         28,468 

37,388 

22,848 

50,460 

Lead 

60,929 

14,413 

139,740 

41,163 

Hides 

32,155 

49,281 

41,930 

43,748 

Machinery  . .         . .  i      „        . .       709,991 

391,165 

903,371 

760,280 

Manufactures         . .  1       „         . . ;          8,59U 

49,234 

6,778 

39,788 

Pottenr,   glass    ati<l 
earthenware 

26,798 

20,568 

24,480 

14,601 

Iron  and  steel  goods 

227,212 

178,267 

832,280 

282,600 

Salt 

14,773 

686 

24,286 

1,160 

Seeds 

86,560 

86,868 

56,082 

21,082 

Tallow 

266,599 

114,666 

69,629 

28,226 

Clay  drain  pipes    . . 

8,319 

1,197 

36.145 

1,521 

Weapons     . . 

1,634 

17,571 

927 

11.708 

Tools 

42,596 

45,802 

40,736 

34,280 

Yarn 

32,962 

146,786 

12,226 

82,601 

Steamers     .. 

Number  . 

4 

18,978 

1 

18,000 

Silver  ingots  and  coin 

Pouds    .. 

14,682 

1,269,742 

,, 

Maiae          ..         ..        „ 

308,689 

24,042; 

858,184 

65,001 

Snndriee     ..                    „        ..|      361,516 

344,686 

839,711 

268,025 

Champagne            ..  j  Bbttle-^  ..            8,277 

4,895 

5,650 

2,670 

Wine          ..         ..;        „                 10,068 

2,706 

6,089 

1,588 

Spirits         ..         .•!        „       ..         11,319 

3,043 

10,081 

2,660 

Mineral  waters      . .  j         ,, 

8fi,639 

6,689 

97.219 

6,1?6 

Total 

•• 

7,599,791 

•• 

6,870,982 

(€81) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36 


REVAL. 


Table  showing  the  Gross  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Eeval  to  and  from  the  following 
Countries  during:  the  Years  1898-99. 


I 

1898. 

1899. 

Countrf. 

1    Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1       Poudi. 

£ 

Ponds. 

£ 

United  Kingdom         . .     12,349,774 

6,191,127 

12,473,168 

3,837,456 

United  States  of  America        709,599 

475.745 

917,276 

186,423 

Germany 

.       0,125,701 

3,304,864 

3,920,133 

2,476,892 

Holland.. 

.      7,676,685 

946,862 

2,622,201 

404,453 

Denmark 

.  ,     1,219,365 

551,123 

1,326,600 

648,738 

France  .. 

939,201 

370,295 

1,081.869 

881,169 

Sweden.. 

447,663 

47,554 

594,072 

64,212 

Belgium 

703,981 

218,847 

987,147 

295,893 

Norway  •  • 

142,217 

19,929 

120,562 

20,097 

Italj      .. 

9,674 

2,024 

87,064 

19,380 

Simin     . . 

2,043 

1,372 

116 

136 

Portugal 

2,337 

2,975 

95,162 

6,040 

Turkey  .. 

924 

1,589 

. . 

India     .. 

• . 

•• 

67,572 

28,430 

Totol     . 

• 

.     30,329,164 

1 

11,134,296 

24,292,442 

7,868,319 

Xarva. 
Mr.  Vice-Consul  Siricum  supplies  the  following  returns : — 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Poit  of  Narva 
during  the  Yeais  1898-99. 


1                    i                1898. 

1 

1899. 

Articles. 

\                    '  Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 
Flax  und  hemp      . .    Pouds    . .         18,911 

Pit-props     ..          ..'  Sq.  fms.                 800 
Spars           ,.         ..    Pieces    ..         71,500 
Deals;  battens,  and  1 

firewood  . .         . . '  Standards         12,600 

£ 

7,475 

I  40,561  • 

1,202 

70,748 

9,621 

106,000 

60,600 

1,460 

47,600 

9,960 

£ 

3,450 

I  49.864 

996 

44,060 

Total 

119,986 

•• 

97,870 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  Port  of  Narva 
during  the  Years  1898-99. 


1898. 

1899. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value . 

£ 

£ 

Colton-wool           ..    Pouds    .. 

606,311 

557,920 

655,600 

499,260 

Jttte 1      „        .. 

358,053 

81.873 

229,600 

60,640 

Machinery  .  •         . .  1       „ 

100,130 

109,984 

117,500 

130,000 

Pig-iron      . .         . .        „ 

245,818 

10.256 

198,500 

9,630 

OoaU           ,        .. 

211,912 

3,109 

401,000 

5,660 

Coke           ,        .. 

124,542 

2,612 

182,000 

3,210 

Herrinii[8     •  •         . .  i      „ 

55,848 

6,029 

48,600 

7,766 

Fire-bricks  . .         . .  1       „ 

34,075 

983 

42,800 

1,000 

Fire-clay     ..         ..        „ 

1,918 

46 

2,474 

85 

Lubricating  oil      . .        ,, 

1,059 

1,000 

470 

850 

Sizing  grease          . .  |       „ 

1,592 

1,245 

2,193 

220 

Leather  goods        , . '       „ 

.  • 

. . 

760 

2,660 

Brandies  and  wines  j 

, , 

, , 

425 

Sundries     •• 

•• 

1,183 

•  • 

6,616 

Total 

•• 

776,240 

•• 

727,412 

Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  to  the  Port  of  Narva  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


Country. 


United  Kingdom 

Holland.. 

Germany 

Norway. . 

Sweden .  • 

Denmark 

France  .• 

Belgium 

United  States  of  America' 


Exports. 

Imports. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

45,012 

89,946 

337,266 

250,881 

60,408 

51,043 

852 

17 

4,826 

532 

122,916 

265,674 

, , 

•  • 

6,030               5,432 

.. 

2                     46 

1,961 

1,405 

62 

6,242 

1,538 

27      ;              64 

1,542 

3,406 

.. 

•  • 

ToUl 


119,986 


97,870 


809,147 


215,246 


776,240 


727,412 
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KIK0LAI8TAD. 


NiKOLAISTAD. 

Return  of  British  Shipping  in  the  Indirect  Carrying  Trade  at 
the  Port  of  Niekolaistad  (Wasa)  during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


With  Gar({oe». 


In  Ballast. 


Total. 


Countries  whence 
Entered. 


Gennany 

United  Kingdom.. 
RoMia       


Total 


Number  of         -..__       i  Kamberof         -.^__ 
Ve»eto.          ^^^'      1     Veieele.          '^**'"- 

Nnmberof 
Veeeela. 

Tom. 

a                  969                 ... 
3                1,660 

1            1                 1,720 

a 
a 

1 

969 
1,660 
1,720 

6                 2,629                    1          .  *    1,720 

7 

4,149 

Cleared. 


Coontrlei  to  which 
Cleared. 

With  Cargoes. 

In  fiallaet.            1                 Total. 

1 

Nnmberof 
VemeU. 

Tons. 

Nnmberof        m.^.       !  Nnmberof 
Vessels.          ^**"-           Veeeela. 

Tons. 

Sweden     

Soocland    ... 
Spain        

1 

6U 

98a 

a            2.6a      1         a 

:::         z    ;     i 

2.54» 
614 

98a 

Total 

2 

1.597        1           a                2,64a       ,            6 

L              ' L     . 

4.140 

I 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Nikolaistad  during  the 

Year  1899. 


Katlonalitj. 


Sailing. 


Nnmberof 
Veaeele. 


Finnish  ... 
Swedish  ... 
Norwegian 

DMDiSh       

Qerman     I 

British      I 

Hussian     I 

i>uich        • 

Spanish     

Austro  Hungarian ! 

Total      I 

„  forthe  jear  i 
preceding     ...  i 


Torn. 


20 
ft 
5 

22 


2,428 
ft€6 
766 

a,'^&8 


102 


7,e0'J 
17,014 


Steam 

. 

Total. 

Nnmberof 
Veasels.    ; 

Tooa. 

Nnmberof 

Veoeels. 

Tone. 

371 

93,978 

391 

96.406 

m 

14,2*^9 

63 

14,794 

m 

11,467 

23 

12.233 

9 

8,8ri. 

31 

12,090 

3-        1 

15,742 

32 

15,742 

10 

6,62» 

10 

5,62D 

» 

3,194 

12 

3,786  i 

1         1 

636 

1 

636 

5 

5.383 

A 

5.383 

1 

381 

1 

381 

1           514 

159.471 

569 

167,080 

i          **^ 

120,016 

543 

137,030 
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Return   of    Principal  Articles   of   Import  to  Nikolaistad 


during  the  Year  1899. 


Articles. 


Asphalt I  Kilos. 

Cotton ,      „ 

Fish,  dried        |       ,, 

„     pickled •      „ 

Bacon    . .  . .  . .  . . '       „ 

Fruits,  fresh  and  dried 

Tincture 

Cotton  yam 

Woollen  yam   .  • 

Grains,  of  rice,  shelled  oats, 
shelled  barley,  &c 

Hides 

Kesin     ..         ..         •• 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufac- 
tures thereof 

Coffee 

Chemicals 

Malt 

Machinery 

Flour  of  wheat. . 

M        rye 

Oils        

Petroleum 

Salt        

Molasses 

Sugar     .. 

Soda 

Maize  . .  ' 

Barley 

Bice 

Bye 

Spirits    .. 

„       in  casks . . 

Stearine.. 

Coals  and  coke . . 

Pig-iron . . 

Tallow 

Tobacco.. 

Cordage.. 

Bicycles  . 

Wine  in  bottles  and  casks 

Cloth  of  silk,  wool,  cotton,  &c. 

Peas 


Hectolitres 
Kilos. 


Bottles 
Kilos. 


Totol . . 


Quantity. 


416,276 
774,205 
232,826 
350,116 
395,364 
163,232 
248,155 
69,277 
24,235 

886,223 

62,503 

121,588 

1,501,102 

887,297 

116,566 

272,110 

1,280,223 

4,642,738 

9,635,126 

221,438 

653,674 

32,165 

191,661 

4,047,290 

85,064 

1,033,330 

463,048 

1,905,684 

13,408,885 

13,870 

13,050 

189,500 

25,987,713 

1,198,830 

199,535 

205,116 

126,668 

8,658 

71,890 

194,334 

197,900 


Value. 


£ 
1,127 

80,968 
3,260 
2,500 

11,702 
3,525 
5,087 
5,2)6 
4,851 

28,748 
6,260 
1,897 

23,280 

28,748 

2,519 

2,676 

48,742 

44,570 

65,618 

4,568 

4,058 

8,010 

1,916 

48,930 

272 

5,787 

3,834 

22,652 

85,817 

1,109 

963 

7,125 

28,067 

4,263 

5,587 

6,700 

2,758 

5,108 

4,778 

28,647 

1,741 


692,269 


(681) 
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NIKOLAISTAD. 


Retuiin  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Nikolaistad  during 

the  Year  1899. 


Articles. 


Pitih 

Cloth  of  fotton . . 
Fidh,  fresh  and  pickled 
Feeding  flour    . . 
Window  glass  . . 
Hides     .. 

Cattle 

Swine 

Meaf,  fresh 
Berries  ..          .. 

Butter 

Oats 

%e 

Tar 

Wood 

. ;  Hectolitres   . . 
.  1  KUos. 

•  »» 

•  1    .. 

!;Head..         '.'. 
.  1  Kilos. 

•  >»                •  • 

•  »»                "  • 
.     Hectolitres    .. 
.  1  Cubic  metres 

Quantity. 


Value. 


1 

£ 

2,691 

2,690 

7,601 

1,8J6 

20,908 

1,933 

326,580 

1,568 

19,390 

271 

65,807       ' 

5,926 

900 

6,276 

605 

727 

123,483 

2,470 

188,002 

2,256 

29,418       , 

2,824 

5,325,526 

28,757 

1,023.705       1 

9.008 

21,585 

863 

67,378 

76,454 

Totul 


143,839 
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